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apparatus;  but  had  hardly  shut  the  door^  when  he  heard  { 
deep  sigh,  and  fall  of  something,  —  "  billet  of  wood  from  tb 
fire  ?  "  thought  he ;  —  upon  which,  hurrying  back,  he  found  i 
was  the  King,  who  had  dropt  from  his  seat,  '^  as  if  in  attempt 
ing  to  ring  the  bell."  King  said  faintly,  "  Call  Amelia,"  an< 
instantly  died.  Poor  deaf  Amelia  (Friedrich's  old  love,  no^ 
grown  old  and  deaf)  listened  wildly  for  some  faint  sound  froD 
those  lips  now  mute  forever.  Gkorge  Second  was  no  more 
his  grandson  George  Third  was  now  King.^ 

Intrinsically  taken,  this  seemed  no  very  great  event  fo 
Friedrich,  for  Pitt,  for  England  or  mankind:  but  it  prove< 
otherwise.  The  merit  of  this  poor  King  deceased,  who  ha( 
led  his  Nation  stumbling  among  the  chimney-pots  at  such 
rate  in  these  mad  German  Wars  for  Twenty  Years  past,  was 
That  he  did  now  stand  loyal  to  the  Enterprise,  now  when  i 
had  become  sane  indeed;  now  when  the  Nation  was  broa 
awake,  and  a  Captain  had  risen  to  guide  it  out  of  that  perilou 
posture,  into  never-expected  victory  and  triumph !  Poor  ol 
George  had  stood  by  his  Pitt,  by  his  Ferdinand,  with  a  perfec 
loyalty  at  all  turns ;  and  been  devoted,  heart  and  soul  an 
breeches-pocket,  to  completely  beating  Bourbon's  oppressiv 
ideas  out  of  Bourbon's  head.  A  little  fact,  but  how  importani 
then  and  there !  Under  the  Successor,  all  this  may  be  di 
ferent :  —  ghastly  beings,  Old  Tutors,  Favorites,  Mother^i 
Favorites,  flit,  as  yet  invisible,  on  the  new  backstairs  :- 
should  Bute  and  Company  get  into  the  foreground,  people  wij 
then  know  how  important  it  was.    Walpole  says :  — 

"The  Yorkes  [Ex-Chancellor  Hardwicke  people]  had  Ion 
distasted  this  War : "  yes,  and  been  painfully  obliged  to  hoi 
their  tongues :  "  but  now,"  within  a  month  or  so  of  the  ol 
King's  death,  "there  was  published,  under  Lord  Hardwicke' 
countenance,  a  Tract  setting  forth  the  burden  and  ill  policy  c 
our  German  measures.  It  was  called  Cojisiderations  an  the  Ge> 
man  War  ;  was  ably  written,  and  changed  many  men's  minds. 
This  is  the  famous  "  Mauduit  Pamphlet : "  first  of  those  sma 
stones,  from  the  sling  of  Opposition  not  obliged  to  be  dorman 
which  are  now  beginning  to  rattle  on  Pitt's  Olympian  ]>wellin] 

^  Old  Newspi^rs  (in  GenUeman'i  Magazine,  xxx.  486-^M). 
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pl^ee,  —  high  really  as  Olympus,  in  oomparison  with  others  of 
the  kind,  but  which  unluckily  is  made  of  glass  like  the  rest 
of  them  !  The  slinger  of  this  first  resounding  little  missile, 
Walpole  informs  us,  was  "  one  Mauduit,  formerly  a  Dissenting 
Teacher," — son  of  a  Dissenting  Minister  in  Bermondsey,  I 
hear,  and  perhaps  himself  once  a  Preacher,  but  at  present  con 
oemed  with  Factorage  of  Wool  on  the  great  scale ;  got  soon 
afterwards  promoted  to  be  Head  of  the  Custom-house  in  South- 
ampton,  so  lovely  did  he  seem  to  Bute  and  Company.  '^  How 
tgreeable  his  politics  were  to  the  interior  of  the  Court,  soon 
appeared  by  a  place  [Southampton  Custom-house]  being  be- 
itowed  on  him  by  Lord  Bute."  A  fortunate  Mauduit,  yet  a 
stupidly  tragical;  had  such  a  destiny  in  English  History! 
Hear  Walpole  a  little  farther,  on  IVIauduit,  and  on  other  things 
then  resonant  to  Arlington  Street  in  a  way  of  their  own.  ''To 
Sir  Horace  Mann  [at  Florence]  :  — 

'^  November  14/A,  1760  [tenth  night  after  Torgau].  ...  We 
are  all  in  guns  and  bonfires  for  an  unexpected  victory  of  the 
King  of  Prussia  over  Dann ;  but  as  no  particulars  are  yet  ar- 
rited,  there  are  doubters." 

*^  December  oth,  1760.  I  have  received  the  samples  of  broca- 
doUa.  ...  I  shall  send  you  a  curious  Pamphlet,  the  only 
York  I  almost  ever  knew  that  changed  the  opinions  of  many. 
It  is  called  Considerations  on  the  Present  German  War,^  and  is 
written  by  a  wholesale  Woollen-Draper  [connected  with  Wool, 
in  some  way ;  "  Factor  at  Blackwell  Hall,"  if  that  mean  Dra- 
per:— and  a  growing  man  ever  after ;  came  to  be  ^  Agent  for 
Maasacbusetts,"  on  the  Boston- Tea  occasion,  and  again  did 
Tracts;  was  '^ President  of  the  "  —  in  short,  was  a  conspicuous 
FiQ»-PTesideiit,  so  let  as  define  him,  of  The  general  Anti-Penalty 
or  lafe-made^oft  Association,  with  Cause  of  civil  and  religious 
Liberty  all  orver  the  World,  and  such  like ;  and  a  ^lauduit  com- 
iortably  resonant  in  that  way  till  he  died '  ]  ;  but  the  materials 
9n  scrooaed  to  be  famished  by  the  faction  of  the  Yorkes. 
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The  confirmation  of  the  King  of  Prussia's  victory  near  Torga 
does  not  prevent  the  disciples  of  the  Pamphlet  from  thinkii 
that  the  best  thing  which  could  happen  for  us  would  be  to  hai 
that  Monarch's  head  shot  off.  *  [Hear,  hear !]  — 

^^  There  are  Letters  from  the  Hague  [what  foolish  Lettei 
do  fly  about,  my  friend  I],  that  say  Daun  is  dead  of  his  wound 
If  he  is,  I  shall  begin  to  believe  that  the  King  of  Prussia  wi 
end  successfully  at  last.  [Oh  I]  It  has  been  the  fashion  1 
cry  down  Daun ;  but,  as  much  as  the  King  of  Prussia  may  su 
mire  himself  [does  immensely,  according  to  our  Selwyn  info 
mations],  I  dare  say  he  would  have  been  glad  to  be  matche 
with  one  much  more  like  himself  than  one  so  opposite  as  tl 
Marshal." 

^^Jantuiry  2d,  1761.  The  German  War  is  not  so  popnlar  { 
you  imagine,  either  in  the  Closet  or  in  the  Kation."  ^  (Enoug] 
enough.) 

The  Mauduit  Pamphlet,  which  then  produced  such  an  effec 
is  still  to  be  met  in  old  Collections  and  on  Bookstalls;  bi 
produces  little  save  weariness  to  a  modem  reader.  "  Hanovc 
not  in  real  danger,"  argues  he ;  "  if  the  French  had  it,  woul 
not  they,  all  Europe  ordering  them,  have  to  give  it  up  again  ? 
Give  it  up,  —  gratisj  or  in  return  for  Canada  and  Pondicherr 
Mauduit's  does  not  say.  Which  is  an  important  omissioi 
But  Mauduit's  grand  argument  is  that  of  expense;  frightfi 
outlay  of  money,  aggravated  by  ditto  mismanagement  ( 
same. 

A  War  highly  expensive,  he  says  —  (and  the  truth  is,  Pil 
was  never  stingy  of  money :  "  Nearly  the  one  thing  we  ha^ 
in  any  plenty ;  be  frank  in  use  of  that,  in  an  Enterprise  a 
ill-provided  otherwise,  and  involving  life  and  death ! "  thinli 
Pitt) ;  — "  dreadfully  expensive,"  urges  Mauduit,  and  give 
some  instances  of  Commissariat  moneys  signally  wasted, - 
not  by  Pitt,  but  by  the  stuj)idity  of  Pitt's  War  Offices,  Con 
missariat  Offices,  Offices  of  all  kinds ;  not  to  be  cured  at  ono 
by  any  Pitt :  —  How  magazines  of  hay  were  shipped  and  i€ 
shipped,  carried  hither,  thither,  up  this  river,  down  tha 
(nobody  knowing  where  the  w«ar-horses  would  be  that  were  t( 
1  Walpole,  Laun  to  Sir  Horace  3iann  (Loud.  1843),  L  6^  7. 
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mX  it)  ;  till  at  length,  when  it  had  reached  almost  the  value  of 
bohea  tea,  the  right  place  of  it  was  found  to  be  Embden  (nearest 
to  Britain  from  the  first,  had  one  but  known),  and  not  a  horse 
would  now  taste  it,  so  spoiled  was  the  article;  all  horses 
snorted  at  it,  as  they  would  have  done  at  bohea,  never  so 
expensive.^  These  things  are  incident  to  British  warfare; 
also  to  Swedish,  and  to  all  warfares  that  have  their  War  Offices 
in  an  imaginary  state,  — state  much  to  be  abhorred  by  every 
nne  creature ;  but  not  to  be  mended  all  at  once  by  the  noblest 
of  men,  into  whose  hands  they  are  suddenly  thrust  for  saving 
his  Nation.  Conflagration  to  be  quenched ;  and  your  buckets 
all  in  hideous  leakage,  like  buckets  of  the  Danaides :  —  your 
one  course  is,  ply  them,  pour  with  them,  such  as  they  are. 

ICaudoit  points  out  farther  the  enormous  fortunes  realized 
hy  a  swindling  set  of  Army-Furnishers,  Hebrews  mainly,  and 
imbeaatiful  to  look  on.  Alas,  yes ;  this  too  is  a  thing  incident 
to  the  case ;  and  in  a  degree  to  all  such  cases,  and  situations 
oi  sudden  crisis ;  —  have  not  we  seen  Jew  Ephraim  growing 
rich  by  the  copper  money  even  of  a  Friedrich  ?  Christian 
Protestants  there  are,  withal,  playing  the  same  game  on  a 
larger  scale.  Herr  Schimmelmann  (^'  Mouldy-rraaxi ")  the 
Dane,  for  instance, — Dane  or  Holsteiner,  —  is  coining  false 
money  for  a  Duke  of  Holstein-Plon,  who  has  not  a  Seven- 
Tears  War  on  his  hands.  Diligently  coining,  this  Mouldy 
Individual ;  still  more  successfully,  is  trading  in  Friedrich's 
Xeissen  China  (bought  in  the  cheapest  market,  sold  in  the 
dearest);  has  at  Hamburg  his  ''Auction  of  Meissen  Force- 
lain,"  steadily  going  on,  as  a  new  commercial  institution  of 
that  City ;  —  and,  in  short,  by  assiduously  laboring  in  such 
harvest-fields,  gathers  a  colossal  fortune,  £100,000,  £300,000, 
or  I  will  not  remember  what.  Gets  "  ennobled,"  furthermore, 
bjr  a  Danish  Grovemment  prompt  to  recognize  human  merit : 
Elephant  Order,  Dannebrog  Order ;  no  Order  good  enough  for 
this  Mooldy-man  of  merit;*  —  and  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  be- 
gettnig  "Nobles,"  that  is  to  say,  Vice-Kings  and  monitory 

>  MsBteft  (towmidfl  the  and)  has  a  story  of  that  tenor,  —  particolafs  not 
•  FtaM,  iL  391,  S8S,  Ac. 
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Exemplars,  for  the  Danish  People,  to  this  day.  Let  us  shut 
down  the  iron  lid  on  all  that. 

Mauduit's  Pamphlet,  if  it  raised  in  the  abhorrent  unthink- 
ing English  mind  some  vague  notion,  as  probably  it  did,  that 
Pitt  was  responsible  for  these  things,  or  was  in  a  sort  the 
cause  or  author  of  them,  might  produce  some  effect  against 
him.  "  What  a  splash  is  this  you  are  making,  you  Great  Com- 
moner ;  wetting  everybody's  feet,  —  as  our  Mauduit  proves ;  — 
while  the  Conflagration  seems  to  be  going  out,  if  you  let  it 
alone ! "  For  the  heads  of  men  resemble  —  My  friend,  I  will 
not  tell  you  what  they,  in  multitudinous  instances,  resemble. 

But  thus  has  woollen  Mauduit,  from  his  private  camp  ("  Cle* 
ment's  Lane,  Lombard  Street, '^  say  the  Dictionaries),  shot,  at 
a  very  high  object,  what  pigeon's-egg  or  small  pebble  he  had ; 
the  first  of  many  such  that  took  that  aim  ;  with  weak  though 
loud-sounding  impact,  but  with  results  —  results  on  King 
Friedrich  in  particular,  which  were  stronger  than  the  Cannon- 
ade of  Torgau  !  As  will  be  seen.  For  within  year  and  day,  — 
Mauduit  and  Company  making  their  noises  from  without,  and 
the  Butes  and  Hardwickes  working  incessantly  with  such  rare 
power  of  leverage  and  screwage  in  the  interior  parts,  —  a  cer- 
tain Quasi-Olympian  House,  made  of  glass,  will  lie  in  sherds, 
and  the  ablest  and  noblest  mau  in  England  see  }iimself  forbid- 
den to  do  England  atty  service  farther :  "  Not  needed  more. 
Sir!  Qo  you,  —  and  look  at  us  for  the  remainder  of  your 
life ! '' 

King  Friedrich  in  the  Apel  House  at  Leipzig  (8th  Decem- 
ber, 1760-17th  March,  1761). 

Friedrich's  Winter  in  the  Apel  House  at  Leipzig  is  of  cheer- 
fuler  character  than  we  might  imagine.  Endless  sore  business 
he  doubtless  has,  of  recruiting,  financiering,  watching  and  pro- 
viding, which  grows  more  difiicult  year  by  year ;  but  he  has 
subordinates  that  work  to  his  signal,  and  an  organized  ma- 
chinery for  business  such  as  no  other  man.  And  solacements 
there  are  withal :  his  Books  he  has  about  him  ;  welcomer  than 
(»ver  in  such  seasons:  Friends  toO;  —  he  19  not  solitary;  nof 
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neglectful  of  resources.  Faithful  D'Argens  came  at  onoe 
(stayed  till  the  middle  of  March)  :  ^  D'Argens,  Quintus  Icilius, 
Eng^jish  Mitchell ;  these  three  ahnost  daily  bore  him  company. 
Till  the  middle  of  January,  also,  he  had  his  two  Nephews  with 
him  (Sons  of  his  poor  deceased  Brother,  the  late  tragic  Prince 
of  Prussia),  —  the  elder  of  whom,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  became 
King  afterwards ;  the  second,  Henri  by  name,  died  suddenly 
of  small-pox  within  about  seven  years  hence,  to  the  King's 
deep  and  sore  grief,  who  liked  him  the  better  of  the  two. 
Their  ages  respectively  are  now  about  16  and  14*  Their  ap- 
petite for  dancing,  and  their  gay  young  ways,  axe  pleasant  now 
ind  afterwards  to  the  old  Uncle  in  his  grim  element.' 

Music,  too,  he  had  ;  daily  evening  Concert,  though  from  him- 
self there  is  no  fluting  now.  One  of  his  Berlin  Concert  people 
▼ho  had  been  sent  for  was  Fasch,  a  virtuoso  on  I  know  not 
whtit  instrument, — but  a  man  given  to  take  note  of  things 
about  him.  Fasch  was  painfully  surprised  to  see  his  King  so 
iltered  in  the  interim  past :  "  bent  now,  sunk  into  himself 
grown  old ;  to  whom  these  five  years  of  war-tumult  and  anz- 
ie^,  of  sorrow  and  hard  toil,  had  given  a  dash  of  gloomy  seri- 
OQsness  and  melancholy,  which  was  in  strong  contrast  with  his 
former  vividly  bright  expression,  and  was  not  natural  to  his 
yesrs.*** 

From  D'Argens  there  is  one  authentic  Anecdote,  worth  giv- 
ing.  One  evening  D'Argens  came  to  him ;  entering  his  Apart- 
ment, found  him  in  a  situation  very  unexpected ;  which  has 
been  memorable  ever  since.  "  One  evening  [there  is  no  date 
to  it,  except  vaguely,  as  above,  December,  1760-March,  1761], 
D'Argens,  entering  the  King's  Apartment,  found  him  sitting 
on  the  ground  with  a  big  platter  of  fried  meat,  from  which 
he  was  feeding  his  dogs.    He  had  a  little  rod,  with  which  he 

>  (Eucres  de  FrSderic,  xix.  212,  213.  Sends  a  Courier  to  conduct  D'Argens 
'fir  DeGcmber  Sth  ; "  "  2l8t  March,"  D'Argens  is  back  at  Berlin. 

•  H«ni,  bom  SOth  DMember,  1747,  died  26th  May,  1 767 ;  — Friedrich 
WSObBln,  afterwards  Friedrich  Wilhelm  H  (■ometimos  caUed  />r  Dicke,  The 
%),  botn  90tii  Daoember,  1744;  King.  17tb  Angnat,  1786;  died  16th  Ji^ 

*  LattoB,  i^  in  SdOnmg. 

«  Zikai'a  Life  ffFank  (diad  in  PrmuM,  U.  27S). 
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kept  order  among  them,  and  shoved  the  best  bits  to  his  favo 
ites.  The  Marquis,  in  astonishment,  recoiled  a  step,  stmc 
his  hands  together,  and  exclaimed :  '  The  Five  Great  Powe: 
of  Europe,  who  have  sworn  alliance,  and  conspired  to  undo  tl 
Marquis  de  Brandebourg,  how  might  they  puzzle  their  heac 
to  guess  what  he  is  now  doing !  Scheming  some  dangeroi 
plan  for  the  next  Campaign,  think  they ;  collecting  funds  1 
have  money  for  it;  studying  about  magazines  for  man  as 
horse ;  or  he  is  deep  in  negotiations  to  divide  his  enemies,  as 
get  new  allies  for  himself  ?  Not  a  bit  of  all  that  He  is  si 
ting  peaceably  in  his  room,  and  feeding  his  dogs  I ' "  ^ 

Interview  with  Herr  Professor  Q-ellert  (Thursday,  ISth 

December,  1760). 

Still  more  celebrated  is  the  Interview  with  (Jellert ;  thoa( 
I  cannot  say  it  is  now  more  ertertaining  to  the  ingenuoi 
mind.  One  of  Friedrich's  many  Interviews,  this  Winter,  wi1 
the  Learned  of  Leipzig  University ;  for  he  is  a  bom  friei 
of  the  Muses  so  called,  and  never  neglects  an  opportunit 
Wonderful  to  see  how,  in  such  an  environment,  in  the  dept! 
of  mere  toil  and  tribulation,  with  a  whole  breaking  wor 
lying  on  his  shoulders,  as  it  were,  —  he  always  shows  sw 
appetite  for  a  snatch  of  talk  with  anybody  presumably 
sense,  and  knowledge  on  something ! 

This  Winter,  say  the  Books,  "he  had,  in  vacant  intervai 
a  great  deal  of  communing  with  the  famed  of  Leipzig  Univi 
sity;"  this  or  the  other  famed  Professor, — Winkler,  Ernes 
Gottsched  again,  and  others,  coming  to  give  account,  each  i 
himself,  of  what  he  professed  to  be  teaching  in  the  worl 
"on  the  Natural  Sciences,  more  especially  the  Moral;  ( 
Libraries,  on  Rare  Books.  Gottsched  was  able  to  satisfy  t 
King  on  one  point ;  namely,  That  the  celebrated  passage 
St.  John's  Grospel  —  "  There  are  Three  that  bear  record — f» 
not  in  the  famous  Manuscript  of  the  Vienna  Library;  Cto 
sched  having  himself  examined  that  important  Codex,  a 
found  in  the  text  nothing  of  said  Passage,  but  merely,  writt 

1  FraoM,  iL  S82. 


11 

on  Sie  tnatgin,  a  legible  iatercalation  of  it,  ia  MeUnclitlLon'a 
liand  Luther,  in  his  Version,  neTei  had  it  at  all." '  A  Gotb- 
Bched  inclined  to  the  Socinian  view  ?  Not  the  least  coose- 
q^uenct  to  ^B'riediich  or  us  I  Oui  business  is  exclusively  with 
G«Ilert  here. 

Readers  have  heard  of  Gellert ;  there  are,  or  there  wen, 
English  'Writings  about  him,  Lives,  or  I  fo^et  what :  and  in 
his  native  Protestant  Saxony,  among  all  classes,  especially  the 
higher,  he  had,  in  those  years  and  onwards  to  his  death,  such  a 
popularity  and  real  splendor  of  authority  as  no  man  before  or 
smce.  Had  risen,  against  his  will  in  some  sort,  to  be  a  real 
Pope,  a  practical  Oracle  in  those  parts.  In  his  modest  bachelor 
lodgii^  (age  of  him  five-and-forty  gone)  he  has  sbeares  of 
Letters  daily,  — >  about  affairs  of  the  consoienoe,  of  the  house- 
kold,  of  the  heart :  from  some  evangelical  young  lady,  for  ez- 
unple,  "  Shall  I  marry  him,  think  you,  0  my  Father  7  "  and 
perhaps  from  her  Papa,  "  Shall  she,  think  you,  O  my  ditto  ?  " 
—  Sheaves  of  Letters :  and  of  oral  consulters  sucli  crowds, 
tkt  the  poor  Oracle  was  obliged  to  appoint  special  hours  for 
tliat  branch  of  his  business.  His  class-room  (he  lectures  oa 
Manlt,  some  Theory  of  Moral  Sentiment,  or  such  like)  is  crowded 
■itK  "  blue  uniforms  "  (ingenuous  Prussian  Officers  eager  to 
lieu  a  Gellert)  in  these  Winters.  Kugged  Hulsen,  this  very 
wuott,  who  commands  in  Freyberg  Country,  alleviates  the 
poor  Tillage  of  Hainichen  from  certain  ofBoial  inflictions,  and 
Wds  the  poor  people  say  "  It  is  because  Oellert  was  bom 
lODog  you  I "  Plainly  the  Trismegistus  of  mankind  at  that 
3»te:  —  who  is  now,  as  usual,  become  a  Btuprising  Trism©- 
giitut  to  the  new  generations  I 

He  had  written  certain  thin  Books,  all  of  a  thin  languid  no- 
bne;  but  rational,  clear ;  especially  a  Book  of  .fbUM  m  Vane, 
^licli  are  watery,  but  not  wholly  water,  and  here  itOl  a  Ian- 
Kind  flavor  in  them  for  leadera.  His  Book  on  Letter^ffritii^ 
*«  of  use  to  the  rising  generation,  in  its  time.  Gleaily  aa 
"Mile,  ingenious,  correct^  altogether  good  man ;  of  pioua  mind, 
—•ad,  what  was  more,  of  strictly  orthodox,  aoconliiig  to  tbl 
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then  Saxon  standard  in  the  best  circles.  This  was  the  figure 
of  his  Life  for  the  last  fifteen  years  of  it ;  and  he  was  now 
about  the  middle  of  that  culminating  period.  A  modesty 
despondent  kind  of  man,  given  to  indigestions,  dietetics,  hypo- 
chondria :  ''  of  neat  figure  and  dress ;  nose  hooked,  but  not  too 
much ;  eyes  mournfully  blue  and  beautiful,  fine  open  brow ; "  — 
a  fine  countenance,  and  fine  soul  of  its  sort,  poor  Gellert: 
"punctual  like  the  church-clock  at  divine  service,  in  all 
weathers.''  ^ 

A  man  of  some  real  intellect  and  melody  ;  some,  by  no  means 
much ;  who  was  of  amiable  meek  demeanor ;  studious  to  ofEend 
nobody,  and  to  do  whatever  good  he  coidd  by  the  established 
methods ;  —  and  who,  what  was  the  great  secret  of  his  success, 
was  of  orthodoxy  perfect  and  eminent.  Whom,  accordingly, 
the  whole  world,  polite  Saxon  orthodox  world,  hailed  as  its 
Evangelist  and  Trismegistus.  Essentially  a  commonplace  man ; 
but  who  employed  himself  in  beautifying  and  illuminating  the 
commonplace  of  his  day  and  generation:  —  infinitely  to  the 
satisfaction  of  said  generation.  "How  charming  that  you 
should  make  thinkable  to  us,  make  vocal,  musical  and  comfort- 
ably certain,  what  we  were  all  inclined  to  think ;  you  creatore 
plainly  divine  I "  And  the  homages  to  Gellert  were  unlimited 
and  continual,  not  pleasant  all  of  them  to  an  idlish  man  in 
weak  health. 

Mitchell  and  Quintus  Icilius,  who  are  often  urging  on  the 
King  that  a  new  Grerman  Literature  is  springing  up,  of  far 
more  importance  than  the  King  thinks,  have  spoken  much  to 
him  of  Gellert  the  Trismegistus ;  —  and  at  length,  in  the 
course  of  a  ten  days  from  Friedrich's  arrival  here,  actual  Inters 
view  ensues.  The  Dialogue,  though  it  is  but  dull  and  watezy 
to  a  modern  palate,  shall  be  given  entire,  for  the  sake  of  one 
of  the  Interlocutors.  The  Eeport  of  it,  gleaned  gradually  from 
Grellert  himself,  and  printed,  not  long  afterwards,  from  his 
manuscripts  or  those  of  others,  is  to  be  taken  as  perfectly 
faithful.  Gellert,  writing  to  his  inquiring  Friend  Babener 
(a  then  celebrated  Berlin  Wit),  describes,  from  Leipzig,  '<  29th 


1  Jordeoi,  LBxihm  Deulacher  Diehler  und  ProtaiUm  (Leipdg,  1807),  iLM-68 
(S  CMlert). 
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Jaaiaxy,  1760,"  or  about  six  weeks  after  tlie  erent :  "  How,  one 
day  tbout  the  middle  of  December,  Quintm  Icilius  suddenlf 
CHoeto  my  poor  lodging  here,  to  carry  me  to  the  King."  Ant 
too  ill  to  go.  Quintua  will  excuse  me  to-day ;  but  will  tetnni 
to-moirow,  when  do  excuse  shall  avaiL  Did  go  accordingly 
next  diy,  Thursday,  18th  December,  4  o'clock  of  the  after- 
noon ;  tjid  continued  till  a  quarter  to  6.  "  Had  nothing  of 
fear  ia  ipeaking  to  the  King.  Beoited  my  Maler  xu  Mhen." 
King  said,  at  parting,  he  would  send  for  me  again.  "The  Eng- 
lish AmWissadoi  [Mitchell],  an  excellent  man,  was  probably 
tlie  cause  of  the  King's  wish  to  see  me.  .  .  .  The  King  spoke 
lometimei  German,  sometimes  French;  I  mostly  Geinuuk."* 
As  follow* :  — 


Emff.   "  Axe  you  (Er)  the  Professor  Gellert  ?  " 

GeUtrt.   "  Yea,  Rro  Ma^ettdt." 

KtHff.  "  The  English  Ambassador  has  spoken  higlily  of  you 
to  me.    Where  do  you  come  from  7  " 

Qellert.   "  From  Hainlcheu,  near  Freyberg.** 

Kiitff.   "  Hare  not  you  a  brother  at  Freyberg  ?  " 

QaOeH.    **  Tea,  Jkro  MajMiU." 

King.   "  Tell  me  why  we  have  no  good  German  Authors." 

IhjoT  Quintut  loUitu  (puts  in  a  word).  "Your  Majesty, 
foasee  here  one  before  yon;— one  whom  the  French  tbem- 
kItcs  hare  translated,  calling  him  the  German  La  Fon- 
taine!" 

Kirig.   "  That  is  maoh.     Have  you  read  La  Fontaine  ?  " 

OtUmi.  "  Yes,  your  Majesty ;  but  hare  not  imitated :  I  am 
original  (ieh  bin  ein  Qnginal)." 

King,  "Well,  this  n  one  good  Aothoi  ■maogthsGttnuuia; 
kt  why  have  not  we  more  ?  " 

GeOerL   "Your  Majesty  has   a  prejudice  against  the  Gci^ 


King.  "No;  I  can't  say  that  (JVistn;  dot  kann  uA 


my 

OeBert.    "At  least,  against  German  wri»' 
<  G^^ft  Ait^/W  mil  DtiBoUeBt  1 
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King.  "  Well,  perhaps.  Why  have  we  no  good  Historians  ? 
Why  does  no  one  undertake  a  Translation  of  Tacitus  ? '' 

Oellert.  '^Tacitus  is  difficult  to  translate;  and  the  French 
themselves  have  but  bad  translations  of  him.'' 

Xififf.   "  That  is  true  (Da  hat  JSr  Eecht)." 

OeUert.  "  And,  on  the  whole,  various  reasons  may  be  given 
why  the  Germans  have  not  yet  distinguished  themselves  in 
every  kind  of  writing.  While  Arts  and  Sciences  were  in 
their  flower  among  the  Greeks,  the  Romans  were  still  busy 
in  War.  Perhaps  this  is  the  Warlike  Era  of  the  Germans  :  — 
perhaps  also  they  have  yet  wanted  Augustuses  and  Louis- 
Fourteenths  ! " 

King,  "  How,  would  you  wish  one  Augustus,  then,  for  all 
Germany  ?  " 

Oellert.  "Not  altogether  that ;  I  could  wish  only  that  every 
Sovereign  encouraged  men  of  genius  in  his  own  country.'' 

King  (starting  a  new  subject).  "  Have  you  never  been  out 
of  Saxony  ?  " 

Oellert.   "I  have  been  in  Berlin." 

King.   "  You  should  travel." 

Oellert.  "  Ihro  Majestdt,  for  that  I  need  two  things, — health 
and  means." 

King.  "  What  is  your  complaint  7  Is  it  c^id  gelehrte  Krank- 
heit  (Disease  of  the  Learned,"  Dyspepsia  so  called)?  "I 
have  myself  suffered  from  that.  I  will  prescribe  for  you. 
You  must  ride  daily,  and  take  a  dose  of  rhubarb  every 
week." 

OeUert.  ''Ach,  Ihro  Majestdt:  if  the  horse  were  as  weak  as 
I  am,  he  would  be  of  no  use  to  me;  if  he  were  stronger,  I 
should  be  too  weak  to  manage  him."  (Mark  this  of  the  Horse, 
however ;  a  tale  hangs  by  it.) 

King.   "  Then  you  must  drive  out." 

Oellert.   "  For  that  I  am  deficient  in  the  means." 

King.  "Yes,  that  is  true;  that  is  what  Authors  {Gelehrte) 
in  Deutschland  are  always  deficient  in.  I  suppose  these  are 
bad  times,  are  not  they  ?  " 

CMl&rt  *^Ja  taohl ;  and  if  your  Majesty  would  grant  mm 
Peaoe  (den  Frieden  geben  woUten)  -*  " 
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K?,ng,  "  How  can  I  ?  Have  not  you  heard,  then  ?  There 
are  ^^iree  of  them  against  me  (Ea  aind  ja  drei  under 
mkh)i " 

GeUert.  ''I  have  more  to  do  with  the  Ancients  and  their 
History  than  with  the  Modems." 

Kin^  (changing  the  topic).  "  What  do  you  think,  is  Homer 
or  Virgil  the  finer  as  an  Epic  Poet  ?  " 

GellerL    "  Homer,  as  the  more  original." 

King,  -'But  Virgil  is  much  more  polished  (viel  polvt' 
to)," 

Gdlert,  ^  We  are  too  far  removed  from  Homer's  times  to 
judge  of  his  language.  I  trust  to  Quintilian  in  that  respect^ 
who  prefers  Homer." 

Kmg.  ''But  one  should  not  be  a  slave  to  the  opinion  of  tha 
Ancients." 

GtUerL  ''Nor  am  I  that  I  follow  them  only  in  catat 
where,  owing  to  the  distance,  I  cannot  judge  for  myself." 

Major  leilius  (again  giving  a  slight  fillip  or  suggestion). 
^He,^  the  Herr  Professor  here,  "  has  also  treated  of  German 
Letter^writm^,  and  has  published  specimens." 

King.  "So?  But  have  you  writt^m  against  ihfi  Chfiwjvry 
Styk,  then"  (the  painfully  solemn  style,  of  cf^THtatm'viX  ari4 
circamlocntion ;  Letters  written  so  as  to  be  mainly  wig  aod 
buckram)? 

King.  "  But  why  does  n^t  rt  chan^  ?  Thi^  iMriJ  rmwt  ba 
ui  it  {Em  ist  etwaa  VerteuffslUM).  Thffj  bring  nwr  wb/>Uf  fih^!H§ 
of  that  stuff,  and  I  can  make  nothing  </f  rt ! " 

GellerL   "If  your  lCaj«fty  cazmrx  Ht^  rt.  stitl  hm  ^am  L 
I  can  only  reeommend.  wi^ire  yoa  er^samiWjrJ." 
King.   "Cam  you  nz^sit  vcsj  of  ynt  ?^r,l^  ?  " 
GdlerL   "  I  doabt  ft :  arr  r^^fis^jm  U  T^rry  \t*^,^,,^frAP 
Kimg.   •Bethink  jom  *  Ihn'^;  I  win  wzi'jc  xf/r,^,  "^'t^^JcfX 
bethinks  hnn,  bfww  ynA^mL     Y,\\7.   ^^,%^,   *>c^.   '*^f/9  %t^ 
pucker  itaelf].    W<dL  Bar*  j-r,  'x^, ''  "^ 

GeOert,   •'Yea.  vwr  Xiff^^irr-    TXe    f^^hnfjrf''    ^>r:>r*    f*^ 
cites  (voice  plaznSrvvr  «a^  !*>>,'»' .  -^xx^-^r.^,  /j^^y/yA-^   T  Ki^r,A 
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prose  abridgment  for  English  readers;  Grerman  can  look  at 

the  bottom  of  the  page :  ^  ^-^ 


«i 


'  A  pmdent  Painter  in  Athens,  more  intent  on  excellence  than  on  monej, 
had  done  a  God  of  War ;  and  sent  for  a  real  Critic  to  give  him  his  cpinion  of 
it.  On  survey,  the  Critic  shook  his  head :  "  Too  mttch  Art  visible ;  won't  do, 
taj  friend  1 "  The  Painter  strove  to  think  otherwise ;  and  was  still  arguing, 
when  a  joung  Coxcomb  [Geek,  Gawk]  stept  in :  **  Gods,  what  a  masterpiece ! " 
cried  he  at  the  first  glance :  ''  Ah,  that  foot,  those  exquisitely  wrought  toe- 
nails; helm,  shield,  mail,  what  opulence  of  Artl"  Hie  sorrowful  Painter 
looked  penitentially  at  the  real  Critic,  looked  at  his  brush ;  and  the  instant 
this  Geek  was  gone,  struck  out  his  Grod  of  War.' " 

King,   «  And  the  Moral  ?  *' 
OeUert  (still  reciting) : 

"  '  When  the  Critic  does  not  like  thj  Bit  of  Writing,  it  is  a  bad  sign  for 
thee ;  but  when  the  Fool  admires,  it  is  time  thou  at  once  strike  it  out' 


»  w 


King.  "  That  is  excellent ;  very  fine  indeed.  You  have  a 
something  of  soft  and  flowing  in  your  verses ;  them  I  under- 
stand altogether.  But  there  was  Gottsched,  one  day,  reading 
me  his  Translation  of  IphigSnie ;  I  had  the  French  Copy  in 


"  Ein  Jduger  Maler  in  Atken, 
Der  minder,  weil  man  ihn  bezhtdte, 
Alt  weil  er  Ekre  siichte,  make, 
UiM  einen  Kenner  einst  den  Mart 

im  Bilde  sehn, 
Und  bat  tick  seine  Meintmg  aut. 
Der  Kenner  sagt  ihmjrei  heraut. 
Date  ihm  das  Bild  nicht  ganx  ge- 

fallen  woUte, 
Und  dots  es,  um  recht  schffn  tu  sein, 
Weit  minder  Kunst  verrathen  solUe, 
Der  Maler  wandte  vielet  ein ; 
Der  Kenner  ttriU  wit  ihm  aut  GrOn- 

den, 
Und  konnt  ihn  doch  nicht  nberwinaen. 
QUiA  irat  einjunger  Geek  herein, 


Und  nahm  das  Bild  in  Augenschein. 
'  O,*  ritfer,  *bei  dem  ersten  Blicke, 
Ihr  Gdtter,  welch  ein  MeisterstUche  ! 
Ach,  wdcher  Futs  I    0,wie  geschicki 
Sind  nicht  die  Nagel  autgednkktl 
Mart  lebi  durchaus  in  diesem  Bilde, 
Wie  vide  Kunst,  wie  vide  Pracht 
1st  in  dem  Sdm  und  in  dem  Schilde, 
Und  in  der  ROstung  angebraeht  I ' 
Der  Maler  ward  betchSmt  gerUkret, 
Und  tah  den  Kennef  IdSgUck  an, 
*  Nun,*  sprach  er,   'bin   ich   Sber/iik 

ret! 
Ihr  hdbt  mit  nicht  zU  vid  gethim,' 
Derjunge  Geek  war  kaum  hifmm, 
So  strich  er  selnen  KriegtgoU  cms." 


MORAL. 

*'  Wetm  dcine  Schrift  dem  Kenner      Doch,  wenn  tie  gar  det  MsfrM  £06 

nicht  ge/m,  »hSk, 

S^idutdmdnbOtaZdchen:  So  Ut  m  ZeU,  tU  auttuttrmeheH," 

(Qellorfi  Weriki  Ldptig,  IMO:  L  lU.) 


3rb^«     wiOTE^rAjniaB  ».oiiL 


1^  ttzkd,  asd  could  Bcit  imdezstajid  a  word  of  iuin  ^a  INrsoi  (tf 
SumTy  labfwing  m  tujjx  that  day]  !  They  ifiecamiHSimk^  jm 
nodier  Peel,  ooe  Peitwh  ]~Hfiir  Peztecb  of  Xiiiu|^riitt;;g, 
Hofnofa,  IkicicB'  md  Pya&aMr  tbare,  GottMdied^  Hnsfasr  iii 
Alt;  eiitBd  inr  GattKdifid  thirty  yeazE  ago ;  noir  \Mt9fsuaMt  a 
dumb  iAckI,  t^feoagii  at  one  time  a  god  iiiiifi— imTI;  IuilI  fbiug 


Eimf.  ^WelL  if  I  ccmtimie  iicFe,  jon  aiaat  emue  a^atii 
c&en :  bnnsr  your  FaiHeB  with  3roii,  and  2«ad  im;  acitiiethiug/' 

G«Z20rL  '^I  kzif)^ii0tif  I  CBS  itsadivBll;  Ilia^vfrtiMr  aii^^ 
bud  of  ^femiti.  sBCiTi'  to  -^e  Hill  Cfmntfy/' 

lia^  ^«7icL  like  ite  iiilflaiaiifi.  I^ci,  yew  smat  Tiaad  jut-  ibe 
?di2«  yoimeilf :  tiiey  loK  a  great  deal  a&enriiit.  Cutiii:  igtaic 
kril''^     (Xaxt  Gfidert.) 

JGnf  te  IrOiTia.  ae  w«  loam  fzom  a  dsfbsi«iti  JtU^uitid;. 
''That  ia    quite  aaotiiBr    sum  than    fiattKiiMi  * '*    (fiafinia' 

1^  laodfiBt  Gelkot  aayE  he  ''Te&kemfioped  J^snif  HisaiohV; 
tdnsEu  Prov  not  fhp»elf  tm  Kiuigi..  —  aud  u*rv4r  'jaiu^-  lisiei: ;  *■ 
lur  was  apecialh'  sent  for.  ii;  tii^  imrrMt  tiu&oMsdiu^ :  tuougi; 
^  £xng  iwer  ofnise  forgo:  tnni.  li^x:  day.  an  diuu^^  ti«<H 
£iii^  aid.  ^\He  if  the  reaaonahkfft  maL  oi  aL  tiM-  Crenuati 
IiQeiaiy  People.  Catf  i^  j9^  ^miMBaa^A^  at  £<n4^  i^  tiawtim 
AlkmarndF.^  And  1X'  Garre.  ax  l^^«aiaL.  ytatn  aiM9rwaith  : 
^GdieTt  V  tiie  oniy  (fermaii  that  wiU  react  )fuat«nty  :  hi^ 
(Mvuuuexit  if  amaL.  tint  he  itai-  wmuau  n.  n  witii  siffiL  U^ha^ 
ny**  And  isoitfd  tiie  K»y  iiac.  iidiirt  tiiai.  a^  iicaetieal 
nnh  of  Ihe  Geliert  Ihaui^ui.  uanagtici  t(  jmt  huiue  h^tiiL 
^^OQ^Klkr  npoL  pnstnir  oi  tiHs«^  eliinujK'  f^ahyci  ^ia*  tue 
1*^  of  nzr  Pmasoai.  bciiooit- :  *'  u.  wjuci  auc  otu^?  t;apaK;itiai- 
^  Ai^  still  aer^e  witi.  aeo^ptaue^-  tiH;rt'  a&uc  *^ib^wii^Tk  '" 

lBYegBndtc>  Grelicrt'V  Hofa«>-«zert;iiK:,  J  hac  etil:  u-  rt:iiAeintjer 
G«lien.  not  iou^  aivri.  dit  |i^  ^  li^jn^- .  tw<  euemeiMivt' 
both  higiiiy  wmarkaoit.     Tih  hrst  ^avetaaliy  :  wiatiL 
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was  Prince  Henri's  gift :  '^  The  Horse  Prince  Henri  had  ridden 
at  the  Battle  of  Freyberg  "  (Battle  to  be  mentioned  hereafter) ; 
—  quadruped  that  must  have  been  astonished  at  itself !  But  a 
pretty  enough  gift  from  the  warlike  admiring  Prince  to  his 
dyspeptic  Great  Man.  This  Horse  having  yielded  to  Time, 
the  very  Kurfiirst  (grandson  of  Polish  Majesty  that  now  is) 
sent  (jellert  another^  housing  and  furniture  complete ;  mounted 
on  which,  (jellert  and  it  were  among  the  sights  of  Leipzig ;  — 
well  enough  known  here  to  young  Groethe,  in  his  College  days, 
who  used  to  meet  the  great  man  and  princely  horse,  and  do 
salutation,  with  perhaps  some  twinkle  of  scepticism  in  the 
corner  of  his  eye.*  Poor  Gellert  fell  seriously  ill  in  December, 
1769 ;  to  the  fear  and  grief  of  all  the  world :  "  estaf ettes  from 
the  Kurf Urst  himself  galloped  daily,  or  oftener,  from  Dresden 
for  the  sick  bulletin;"  but  poor  Gellert  died,  all  the  same 
(13th  of  that  month) ;  and  we  have  (really  with  pathetic 
thoughts,  even  we)  to  bid  his  amiable  existence  in  this  world, 
his  bits  of  glories  and  him,  adieu  forever. 

Dialogue  with  General  Saldem  (in  the  Apel  House, 

Leipzig,  2l8t  January,  1761). 

Four  or  five  weeks  after  this  of  Gellert,  Friedrich  had  an- 
other Dialogue,  which  also  is  partly  on  record,  and  is  of  more 
importance  to  us  here :  Dialogue  with  Major-Greneral  Saldem ; 
on  a  certain  business,  delicate,  yet  profitable  to  the  doer,  — 
nobody  so  fit  for  it  as  Saldem,  thinks  the  King.  Saldem  is  he 
who  did  that  extraordinary  feat  of  packing  the  wrecks  of  bat- 
tle on  the  Field  of  Liegnitz ;  a  fine,  clear-flowing,  silent  kind 
of  man,  rapid  and  steady,  with  a  great  deal  of  methodic  and 
other  good  faculty  in  him,  —  more,  perhaps,  than  he  himself 
yet  knows  of.  Him  the  King  has  sent  for,  this  morning ;  and 
it  is  on  the  business  of  Polish  Majesty's  Royal  Hunting- 
Schloss  at  Hubertsburg,  — which  is  a  thing  otherwise  worth 
some  notice  from  us. 

For  three  months  long  the  King  had  been  representing,  in 

1  Dichtung  und  WtJirheit.  Theil  ii.  Bach  6  (in  Goethe's  Werke^  xxT  51  ei 
■eq.). 
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the  proper  quarters,  what  plunderings,  and  riotouB  and  eren 
disgusting  saTageries,  the  Saxons  had  {ierpetrated  at  Chariot- 
tenborgy  Schonhaosen,  Friedrichsfeld,  in  October  htft^  while 
masters  there  for  a  few  days:  bat  neither  in  Reichs  Diet^ 
where  Plotho  was  eloquent,  nor  elsewhere  by  the  Diplomatic 
method,  could  he  get  the  least  redress,  or  one  civQ  word  of 
regret  From  Polish  Majesty  himself,  to  whom  Friedrich  re- 
monstrated the  matter,  through  the  English  Resident  at  War- 
sawy  Friedrich  had  expected  regret ;  bot  he  got  none.  Some 
think  he  had  hoped  that  Polish  ICa  jesty,  touched  by  these 
horrors  of  war,  and  by  the  reciprocities  evidently  liable  to  fol- 
W,  might  be  induced  to  try  something  towards  mediating  a 
General  Peace:  but  Polish  Majesty  did  not;  Polish  Majesty 
ansvered  simply  nothing  at  all,  nor  would  get  into  any  corre- 
spondence: upon  which  Friedrich,  possibly  a  little  piqued 
withal,  had  at  length  determined  on  retaliation. 

Within  our  cantonments,  reflects  Friedrich,  here  is  Huberts- 
burg  SddosB,  with  such  a  hunting  apparatos  in  and  around 
it;  Polish  Majesty's  HertzUaU  Q" lid  of  the  ^eart,''  as  they  call 
it ;  breastbone,  at  least,  and  pit  of  his  stanuauch^  whidii  inclines 
to  nothing  but  hunting) :  let  his  Hubertsburg  become  as  our 
Charlottenburg  is ;  perhaps  that  will  touch  his  feelings !  Fried- 
rich bad  formed  this  resolution ;  and,  Wednesday,  January 
21st,  sends  for  Saldem,  cme  of  the  most  exact,  deftgoing  and 
poxMliliously  hcHxirable  of  all  his  Generals,  to  execute  it. 
E&ter  Saldem  aooOTdinglj,  —  royal  Audience-room  ^in  the 
-^mke  Hams.  New  Neumarkt,  No.  16,"^  as  abore ;  —  to  whom 
(one  Kaster.  a  reliable  creatore,  reporting  for  us  on  Baldera's 
behalf)  the  Ivirig  says,  in  the  distinct  slowish  tone  of  a  King 
ginngofdeis:  — 

Kim^.  ^  Saldem,  to-morrow  momixig  jou  go  [£'r,  He  goes] 
with  a  detachineiit  of  IiifaDtry  and  Cavalry,  in  ali  silenoe,  to 
Hnbextsburg;  b»et  the  BcLIobb,  get  all  the  fumitizjes carefully 
up  azkd  inroioed.  1  want  nothing  with  them  ;  the 
!T  tbey  bring  I  mean  to  bestow  on  our  Field  Hospitals, 
win  not  forget  yw  in  disposing  of  it.'^ 

usBsBy  so  prompt  with  his  ^Ja^  on  any  Order 
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from  the  King,  looks  embarrassed,  stands  silent,  —  to  the 
King's  great  surprise ;  —  and  after  a  moment  or  two  says :  — 

Saldem,  ''  Forgive  me,  your  Majesty :  bat  this  is  contrary  to 
my  honor  and  my  oath." 

King  (still  in  a  calm  tone).  "  Yon  would  be  right  to  think 
so,  if  I  did  not  intend  this  desperate  method  for  a  good  object 
Listen  to  me :  great  Lords  don't  feel  it  in  their  scalp,  when 
their  subjects  are  torn  by  the  hair ;  one  has  to  grip  their  own 
locks,  as  the  only  way  to  give  them  pain."  (These  last  words 
the  King  said  in  a  sharper  tone ;  he  again  made  his  apology 
for  the  resolution  he  had  formed;  and  renewed  his  Order. 
With  the  modesty  usual  to  him,  but  also  with  manliness,  Sal- 
dem  replied : )  — 

ScUdefTu  <<  Order  me,  your  Majesty,  to  attack  the  enemy  and 
his  batteries,  I  will  on  the  instant  cheerfully  obey :  but  against 
honor,  oath  and  duty,  I  cannot,  I  dare  not ! " 

The  King,  with  voice  gradually  rising,  I  suppose,  repeated 
his  demonstration  that  the  thing  was  proper,  necessary  in  the 
circumstances ;  but  Saldem,  true  to  the  inward  voice,  answered 
steadily :  — 

Saldem,  '^Fortius  commission  your  Majesty  will  easily  find 
another  person  in  my  stead." 

King  (whirling  hastily  round,  with  an  angry  countenance, 
but,  I  should  say,  an  admirable  preservation  of  his  dignity  in 
such  extreme  case).  *'  Saldem^  Er  unll  nicht  reich  taerdefiy  — 
Saldem,  you  refuse  to  become  rich."  And  eonty  leaving  Saldem 
to  his  own  stiff  courses.^ 

Nothing  remained  for  Saldem  but  to  fall  ill,  and  retire 
from  the  Service;  which  he  did:  a  man  honorably  ruined, 
thought  everybody  ;  —  which  did  not  prove  to  be  the  case,  by 
and  by. 

This  surely  is  a  remarkable  Dialogue;  far  beyond  any  of 
the  Gellert  kind.  An  absolute  King  and  Commander-in-Chief, 
and  of  such  a  type  in  both  characters,  getting  flat  refusal  once 
in  his  life  (this  once  only,  so  far  as  I  know),  and  how  he  takes 

1  KiMer,  CkarakUmlge  de$  Gtmrfd-LiaiUmiud  v,  Salderm  (Bezliiiy  1793), 
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it:  — one  wishes  Klister,  ot  somebody,  had  been  able  to  go 
into  more  details  !<>^  Details  on  the  Quintus-Icilius  procedure^ 
which  followed  next  day,  would  also  hare  been  rather  welcomei 
had  Kiister  seen  good.  It  is  well  known,  Quintus  Icilius  and 
his  Battalion,  on  order  now  giren,  went  cheerfully,  next  day, 
in  Saldem's  stead.  And  sacked  Hubertsburg  Castle,  to  the 
due  extent  or  farther :  100,000  thalers  (£15,000)  were  to  be 
raised  from  it  for  the  Field-Hospital  behoof ;  the  rest  was  to 
be  Quintus's  own ;  who,  it  was  thought,  made  an  excellent 
thing  of  it  for  himself.  And  in  hauling  out  the  furnitures, 
especially  in  selling  them,  Quintus  having  an  enterprising 
sharp  head  in  trade  affairs,  '^  it  is  certain,"  says  Kiister,  as 
says  everybody,  "  various  Schctndlichkext&n  (scandals)  occurred, 
which  were  contrary  to  the  King's  intention,  and  would  not 
have  happened  under  Baldem.''  What  the  scandals  particu- 
larly were,  is  not  specified  to  me  anywhere,  though  I  have 
searched  up  and  down ;  much  less  the  net  amount  of  money 
realized  by  QuintUfl.  1  know  only,  poor  Quintus  was  bantered 
about  it,  all  his  life  aftet,  by  this  merciless  King ;  and  at  Pots- 
dam, in  years  coming,  had  ample  time  and  admonition  for  what 
penitence  was  needful. 

"The  case  was  much  canvassed  in  the  Army,"  says  poor 
Kiister;  "it  was  the  tepid  in  every  tent  among  Officers  and 
common  Men.  And  among  us  Army-Chaplains  too,"  poor 
honest  souls,  "  the  question  of  conflicting  duties  arose :  Your 
King  ordering  one  thing,  and  your  own  Conscience  another, 
what  ought  a  man  to  do  ?  What  ought  an  Army-Chaplain  to 
preach  or  advise  ?  And  considerable  mutual  light  in  regard 
to  it  we  struck  out  from  one  another,  and  saw  how  a  prudent 
Army-Chaplain  might  steer  his  way.  Our  general  conclusion 
was,  That  neither  the  King  nor  Saldern  could  well  be  called 
wrong.  Saldern  listeninj?  to  the  inner  voice ;  right  he,  for 
certain.  But  withal  the  King,  in  his  plaoo,  might  judge  such 
a  thing  expedient  and  fit ;  }ierhap8  Saldern  himself  would,  had 
Saldern  been  King  of  Prussia  there  in  January,  1761.'' 

Saldem's  behavior  in  his  retirement  was  beautiful ;  and 
after  the  Peace,  he  was  recalled,  and  made  more  use  of  than 
:  being  indeed  it  model  for  Army  arrangements  and  ptf> 
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cedoreSy  and  reckoned  the  completest  Greneral  of  Infantry  now 
left,  far  and  near.  The  outcries  made  about  Hubertsburg, 
which  still  linger  in  Books,  are  so  considerable,  one  fancies 
the  poor  Schloss  must  have  been  quite  ruined,  and  left  stand- 
ing as  naked  walls.  Such,  however,  we  by  no  means  find  to 
be  the  case ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  shall  ourselves  see  that 
everything  was  got  refitted  there,  and  put  into  perfect  order 
again,  before  long. 

There  are  some  War-movements  during  Winter ;  general 
Financiering  Difficulties,     Choisevl  proposes  Peace. 

February  15th,  there  fell  out,  at  Langensalza,  on  the  Unstruty 
in  Gotha  Country,  a  bit  of  sharp  fighting ;  done  by  Friedrich's 
people  and  Duke  Ferdinand's  in  concert ;  which,  and  still  more 
what  followed  on  it,  made  some  noise  in  the  quiet  months. 
Not  a  great  thing,  this  of  Langensalza,  but  a  sudden,  and  suc- 
cessfully done ;  costing  Broglio  some  2,000  prisoners ;  and  the 
ruin  of  a  considerable  Post  of  his,  which  he  had  lately  pushed 
out  thither,  "  to  seize  the  Unstrut,"  as  he  hoped.  A  Broglio 
grasping  at  more  than  he  could  hold,  in  those  ThUringen  parts, 
as  elsewhere  I  And,  indeed,  the  Fight  of  Langensalza  was 
only  the  beginning  of  a  series  of  such  ]  Duke  Ferdinand  being 
now  upon  one  of  his  grand  Winter- Adventures :  that  of  sud- 
denly surprising  and  exploding  Broglio's  Winter-quarters  alto- 
gether, and  rolling  him  back  to  Frankfurt  for  a  lodging.  So 
that,  since  the  first  days  of  February,  especially  since  Langen- 
salza day,  there  rose  suddenly  a  great  deal  of  rushing  about, 
in  those  regions,  with  hard  bits  of  fighting,  at  least  of  severe 
campaigning ;  —  which  lasted  two  whole  months  ;  —  filling  the^ 
whole  world  with  noise  that  Winter ;  and  requiring  extreme 
brevity  from  us  here.  It  was  specially  Duke  Ferdinand's  Ad- 
venture ;  Friedrich  going  on  it,  as  per  bargain,  to  the  Langen- 
salza enterprise,  but  no  farther ;  after  which  it  did  not  much 
concern  Friedrich,  nor  indeed  come  to  much  result  for  any- 
body. 

"Strenuous  Ferdinand,  very  impatient  of  the  Gottingen 
business,  and  provoked  to  see  Broglio's  quarters  extend  into 
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Hessen,  so  near  hand,  for  the  first  time,  silently  determines  to 
dislodge  him.  Broglio's  chain  of  quarters,  which  goes  from 
Frankfurt  north  as  far  as  Marburg,  then  turns  east  tQ  Ziegen- 
hayn ;  thence  north  again  to  Cassel,  to  MUnden  with  its  De- 
files ;  and  again  east,  or  southeast,  to  Langensalza  even :  this 
chain  has  above  150  miles  of  weak  length ;  and  various  other 
grave  faults  to  the  eye  of  Ferdinand,  —  especially  this,  that  it 
is  in  the  form,  not  of  an  elbow  only,  or  joiner's-square,  which 
is  entirely  to  be  disapproved,  but  even  of  two  elbows ;  in  fact, 
of  the  profile  of  a  chair  [if  readers  had  a  Map  at  hand].  Foot 
of  the  chair  is  Frankfurt ;  seat  part  is  from  Marburg  to  Ziegen- 
hayii ;  back  part,  near  where  Ferdinand  lies  in  chief  force,  is 
the  Cassel  region,  on  to  Miinden,  which  is  top  of  the  back,  — 
still  backwards  from  which,  there  is  a  kind  of  proud  curl  or 
overlapping,  down  to  Langensalza  in  Gotha  Country,  which 
greedy  Broglio  has  likewise  grasped  at !  Broglio's  friends  say 
he  himself  knew  the  faultiness  of  this  zigzag  form,  but  had 
been  overruled.  Ferdinand  certainly  knows  it,  and  proceeds 
to  act  upon  it. 

"  In  profound  silence,  namely,  ranks  himself  (February/  l«^- 
12th)  in  three  Divisions,  wide  enough  asunder ;  bursts  up  sud- 
den as  lightning,  at  Langensalza  and  elsewhere;  kicks  to 
pieces  Broglio's  Chair-Profile,  kicks  out  especially  the  bottom 
part  which  ruins  both  foot  and  back,  these  being  disjointed 
thereby,  and  each  exposed  to  be  taken  in  rear ;  —  and  of  course 
astonishes  Broglio  not  a  little ;  but  does  not  steal  his  presence 
of  mind. 

"So  that,  in  effect,  Broglio  had  instantly  to  quit  Cassel  and 
warm  lodging,  and  take  the  field  in  person ;  to  burn  his  Maga- 
zines ;  and,  at  the  swiftest  rate  permissible,  condense  himself, 
at  first  partially  about  Fulda  (well  down  the  leg  of  his  chair), 
and  then  gradually  all  into  one  mass  near  Frankfurt  itself  ;  — 
with  considerable  losses,  loss  especially  of  all  his  Magazines, 
full  or  half  full.  And  has  now,  except  Marburg,  Ziegenhayn 
and  Cassel,  no  post  between  Gottingen  and  him.  Ferdinand, 
with  his  Three  Divisions,  went  storming  along  in  the  wild 
weather,  Granby  as  vanguard ;  pricking  into  the  skirts  of 
Broglio.    Captured  this  and  that  of  Corps,  of  Magazinet 
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bad  not  been  got  burnt  \  laid  siege  to  Cassel,  siege  to  Ziegen- 
bayn ;  blocked  Marburg,  not  having  guns  ready :  and,  for  some 
three  or  four  weeks,  was  by  the  (Gazetteer  world  and  general 
public  thought  to  have  done  a  very  considerable  feat;  — 
though  to  himself,  such  were  the  distances,  difficulties  of  the 
season,  of  the  long  roads,  it  probably  seemed  very  questionable 
whether,  in  the  end,  any  feat  at  all. 

"  Cassel  he  could  not  take,  after  a  month's  siege  under  the 
best  of  Siege-Captains ;  Ziegenhayn  still  less  imder  one  of  the 
worst.  Provisions,  ammunitions,  were  not  to  be  had  by  force 
of  wagonry :  scant  food  for  soldiers,  doubly  scant  the  food  of 
Sieges  ;"-^^' the  road  from  Beverungen  [where  the  Weser-boati 
have  to  stop,  which  is  30  miles  from  Cassel,  perhaps  60  from 
Ziegenhayn^  and  perhaps  100  from  the  outmost  or  southern* 
most  of  Ferdinand's  parties]  is  paved  with  dead  horses,"  nor 
has  even  Cassel  nearly  enough  of  ammunition :  —  in  a  word, 
Broglio,  finding  the  time  come,  bursts  up  from  his  Frankfurt 
Position  (March  14th-21st)  in  a  sharp  and  determined  manner  $ 
drives  Ferdinand's  people  back,  beats  the  Erbprinz  himself  one 
day  (by  surprisal,  '  My  compliment  for  Langensalza'),  and  sets 
his  people  running.  Ferdinand  sees  the  affair  to  be  over ;  and 
deliberately  retires ;  lucky,  perhaps,  that  he  still  can  deliber- 
ately: and  matters  return  to  their  old  posture.  Broglio  re- 
sumes his  quarters,  somewhat  altered  in  shape,  and  not  quite 
80  grasping  as  formerly  ;  and  beyond  his  half-filled  Magazines, 
has  lost  nothing  considerable,  or  more  considerable  than  has 
Ferdinand  himself."  * 

The  vital  element  in  Ferdinand's  Adventure  was  the  Siege  of 
Cassel ;  all  had  to  fail,  when  this,  by  defect  of  means,  under 
the  best  of  management,  declared  itself  a  failure.  Siege  Cap- 
tain was  a  Graf  von  Lippe-BUckeburg,  Ferdinand's  Ordnance- 
Master,  who  is  supposed  to  be  "  the  best  Artillery  Officer  in 
the  world,"— and  is  a  man  of  great  mark  in  military  and 
other  circles.  He  is  Son  and  Successor  of  that  fantastic 
Lippe-Bttckeburg,  by  whom  Friedrich  was  introduced  to  Free- 
Masonry  long  since.  He  has  himself  a  good  deal  of  the  fan- 
tast  again,  but  with  a  better  basis  of  solidity  beneath  it  A 
<  TempeUiof,  t.  15-45 ;  ManTiUon,  ii.  1S5-14S. 


man  oi  famnlimff  2m^tri0dge  and  faeoltj  in  rariooi  deparU 
ments;  Btziisi  jv  jokjU  in  regard  to  duktnplim,  to  ynHk^  axkd 
eandnist  of  all  ^mi^ ;  a  moat  punctilknid^  »il^eotIjr  •uperdBoiia 
gpntlemanj  if  jn&iia  but  privately  irtfsfn^pBAM  tufo  of  misd. 
A  tall  leaiL  dnd^  sigare ;  much  seen  to  li}r  offiiS^^J^jn,  as  he 
stalki  laf&Lbr  i^Bonsh  this  puddle  of  a  wfjrhi,  00  i«frm«  of  his 
own.  CkMDxmsnsj^  whom  there  circulate  io  military  circles 
thii  Aiteedcte.  Maurnkg  many  others ;  —  whicJu  is  Mri  donHD  as  a 
fiict;  and  msT  be^  whether  quite  beliersi>k  or  uot^  a  symbol  of 
an  the  resi^  and  of  a  man  not  utiiniportaut  m  these  Wars. 
''Tiro  ycafs  ago,  on  King  Friedrieb's  birthda^y;  j!4tb  January, 
1759,  the  Gomit  had  a  select  disoer-partr  m  his  und  m  Ferd> 
Band's  Gamp,  in  honor  of  the  oeeaeion.  JMsxs^r  was  well  over, 
and  wine  handaomely  flowing,  whes  ^/m^yiy  at  latft  thoii|(bt 
of  askings  'What  is  it,  then,  Herr  (inS,  that  «rhi«tling  kind 
of  noise  we  hear  etery  now  and  thet  </rerijead  t  ^  *  That  is 
nothing,'  said  the  Graf,  in  his  caiit,  dusky  way :  'that  is  oflly 
my  Artillery-people  practising;  J  h»'v^  bidcUn»  tLtfUi  hit  the 
pde  of  our  tent  if  they  can  :  unha^rplly  tli***;  it  wit  tL*  ullg^ 
est  danger.  Push  the  bottW  oi»/  *" '  Lij>pe-):^;k<;«nifjf  was 
Siege^Captain  at  Cassel ;  ConrBuaiiaaot  t«sw:|5^'  wa*  <y/MH^  d* 
Koglio,  the  Marshal's  yauxflpjr  ht^Jti^  iura^y^y  if>  'z**^  M*V 
lomatic  line;  —  whom  w*  saw  <ni<»r.  Itir*;  y#;i»#jE  af{'^  i»K  U** 
Pima  Barrier,  fly  into  fine  fffflacv  ai^t  j<.*«^  ^kktut;  4»^.i*n*.  ni**; 
pricks.  Friedrich  say^  on%:  'U.  J>  A  f^^tt  ^/f  •'/M-^vXi/  *  i 
hope  we  shall  soon  Im^e  Casa^l  au'.  X  **  ^/'/*jf»>^  '^  >>*'-^<*v 
pnaoner  '^  (deserves  it  f of  hit  fa**-  iv^ui^  kt'  K»*f«fc  4*«^  /j*U/<v  ' 
—  but  that  comfort  was  d^nr  j-rt.  uf 

Some  careless  Boob  sar  F^rt:o*>i:  rsj*f  ;*-  t»*«f  ji^vx  i.^j^i^ 
of  this  Enterpri»<?:  anc!  "^  hac  umt^y  >^--'  ' -'-^^^  *--^  >  *'  ' 
which  is  the  fact,  bst  xwr  ti#>  1^:--.^  "f^ii^  >^  *^^s*/'a  .vy  -^ 
proved,  and  even  adrjarf  t?ii.  ;,>*<  ^/  f-^fj/.-s^t/J*  '-*y.  .-«i/, 
agreed  to  send  7,06C»  iw?t  V- •r'^r'p^^r'-Ai^ -tf  '>^f/j<f*^.*^^»  •  .  V5« 
■o  far  oat  in  TfafihxqpRL  a&^  -^/r-r.:*  ;«.  r'  .'  :;>  >>:/';.*^. ./ 
is  itself  an  eve-aocrow  v    f  rx^--'^,.        *  ->    ,',c  -i^   *  ■  -  ^-  -  *^>'' 
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pole's  "  Conway "  one  of  them) ;  found  the  Unstrut  in  flood, 
but  crossed  nevertheless ;  dashed  in  upon  the  French  and  Sax- 
ons there^  and  made  a  brilliant  thing  of  it  at  Langensalza.^ 
Which  done,  Syburg  instantly  withdrew,  leaving  Sporken  and 
his  Conways  to  complete  the  Adventure ;  and,  for  his  part, 
set  himself  with  his  whole  might  "  to  raising  contributions, 
recruits,  horses,  proviants,  over  Thuringen;"  "which,"  says 
Tempelhof,  "  had  been  his  grand  errand  there,  and  in  which 
he  succeeded  wonderfully." 

Towards  the  end  of  Ferdinand's  Affair,  Cassel  Siege  now 
evidently  like  to  fail,  Friedrich  organized  a  small  Expedition 
for  his  own  behoof :  expedition  into  Voigtland,  or  Franken- 
land,  against  the  intrusive  Keichs-people,  who  have  not  now  a 
Broglio  or  Langensalza  to  look  across  to,  but  are  mischievous 
upon  our  outposts  on  the  edge  of  the  Voigtland  yonder.  The 
expedition  lasted  only  ten  days  (April  Ist  it  left  quarters ; 
April  Uth  was  home  again) ;  a  sharp,  swift  and  very  pretty 
expedition ; '  of  which  we  can  here  say  only  that  it  was  beauti- 
fully impressive  on  the  Eeichs  gentlemen,  and  sent  their  Groat- 
eries  and  them  home  again,  to  Bamberg,  to  Eger,  quite  over 
the  horizon,  in  a  considerably  flurried  state.  After  which  there 
was  no  Small-War  farther,  and  everybody  rested  in  canton- 
ment, making  ready  till  the  Great  should  come. 

The  Prussian  wounded  are  all  in  Leipzig  this  Winter;  a 
crowded  stirring  Town  ;  young  Archenholtz,  among  many 
others,  going  about  in  convalescent  state,  —  not  attending 
Gtellert's  course,  that  I  hear  of,  —  but  noticing  vividly  to  right 
and  left.  Much  difficulty  about  the  contributions,  Archen- 
holtz observes  ;  —  of  course  an  ever-increasing  difficulty,  here 
as  everywhere,  in  regard  to  finance  !  From  Archenholtz 
chiefly,  I  present  the  following  particulars ;  which,  though  in 
loose  form,  and  without  date,  except  the  general  one  of  Win- 
ter 1760-1761,  to  any  of  them,  are  to  be  held  substantially 
correct. 

1  Bericht  vonderbey  Langensalza  am  15  Februar  1761  vcryefalUnen  AcUmn  ia 
Sejfarth,  B^lagen,  iii.  75 ;  Tempelhof,  t.  22-27. 
s  Tompelhof,  t.  48-57. 
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stance,  from  the  Duchy  of  Gottingen,  are  some  items  in  the 
French  Account  current,  this  Winter,  which  are  also  furnished 
by  Archenholtz :  — 

"  For  bed-ticking,  13,000  webs ;  of  shirts  ready-made,  18,000 ; 
shoes,"  I  forget  in  what  quantity ;  but  "  from  the  poor  little 
Town  of  Duderstadt  600  pairs,  —  liability  to  instant  flogging 
if  they  are  not  honest  shoes ;  flogging,  and  the  whole  shoe- 
maker guild  summoned  out  to  see  it."  Hardy  women  the  same 
Duderstadt  has  had  to  produce :  300  of  them,  "  each  with 
basket  on  back,  who  are  carrying  cannon-balls  from  the  foun- 
dry at  Lauterberg  to  Gottingen,  the  road  being  bad."  *  "  These 
French  are  in  such  necessity,"  continues  Archenholtz,  "  they 
spare  neither  friend  nor  foe.  The  Frankish  Circle,  for  ex- 
ample, pleads  piteously  in  Eeichs  Diet  that  it  has  already 
smarted  by  this  War  to  the  length  of  £2,230,000,  and  entreats 
the  Kaiser  to  bid  Most  Christian  Majesty  cease  his  exactions, 
—  but  without  the  least  result."  Result !  If  Most  Christian 
Majesty  and  his  Pompadour  will  continue  this  War,  is  it  he, 
or  is  it  you,  that  can  furnish  the  Magazines  ?  ^'  Magazine- 
furnishings,  over  all  Hessen  and  this  part  of  Hanover,  are 
enormous.  Recruits  too,  native  Hessian,  native  Hanoverian, 
you  shall  furnish,  —  and  ^  We  will  hang  them,  and  do,  if  caught 
deserting '  [to  their  own  side]  !  " 

I  add  only  one  other  item  from  Archenholtz :  "  Mice  being 
busy  in  these  Hanover  Magazines,  it  is  decided  to  have  cats, 
and  a  requisition  goes  out  accordingly  [cipher  not  given]  : 
cats  do  execution  for  a  time,  but  cannot  stand  the  confine- 
ment," are  averse  to  the  solitary  system,  and  object  (think 
with  what  vocality !) :  "  upon  which  Hanover  has  to  send  foxes 
and  weasels."  '  These  guardian  animals,  and  the  300  women 
laden  with  cannon-balls  from  the  forge,  are  the  most  peculiar 
items  in  the  French  Account  current,  and  the  last  I  will 
mention. 

Difficulty,  quasi-impossibility,  on   the   French  side,  there 

evidently  is,  perhaps  more  than  on  any  other.    But  Choiseul 

has  many  arts ;  —  and  his  Official  existence,  were  there  nothing 

more,  demands  that  he  do  the  impossible  now  if  ever.    This 

1  Archenholtz.  U.  237,  *  lb.  ii.  24(K 
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Spring  (26th  March,  1761),  to  the  surprise  and  joy  of  inaiikitid, 
there  came  formal  Proposal,  issuing  from  Choisoul,  to  whioh 
Maria  Theresa  and  the  Czarina  had  to  put  thoir  siguuturtm) 
regretting  that  the  British-Prussian  Proi)08al  of  lust  Year  liail, 
by  ill  accident^  fallen  to  the  ground,  and  now  ro^ioating  it 
themselves  (reaJ  *^  Congress  at  Augsburg,^'  and  all  tliingn  fair 
and  handsome)  to  Britannic  and  Prussian  MajesticN.  Who 
answered  (April  3d)  as  before,  **  Nothing  with  moris  williu((« 
ness,  we !  "  * 

And  there  actually  did  ensue,  at  Paris,  a  vivid  Neg^itiatirig 
all  Summer;  which  ended,  not  quite  in  nothing,  \nxi  in  h;MM,  if 
we  might  say  so.  Considerably  less,  for  some  of  us.  W«;  nlmll 
have  to  look  what  end  it  had,  and  Mauduit  will  look  !  —  Mfm% 
people,  Pitt  probably  among  the  others,  r:am«  to  think  ttiHt 
Choisenl,  though  his  France  is  in  beggary,  bad  no  r^ml  rUfW 
from  the  first,  except  to  throw  powrler  in  tlj^  ^^  of  Vnaam 
and  mankind,  to  ascertain  fr>r  bims<elf  f/u  w)«at  Ucru%%  iit^m^, 
Knglisb  would  make  Pearre.  and  Ui  %tX  i^i^in  4r^wh  u$U/  U'm 
quarreL  A  Choiseul  witlr.  zlzzxj  arU.  hm  w<r  will  ]/^y<?  um 
and  his  Pftaor-PrwAali.  az-d  *.L*  'Xh^  nti^jt^  iuA  ffA/.XJ^  f4 
this  Y«ar.  TiKrjarfe  part  of  li^  i^r.ui  stui  \*jjk^,  tn,ju  t.,  M 
Years :  ax>i  wLit^  xaz^i  ;iv>  usfzz  v>  %/A:..t^,^  //fvr^^  ,^V/ 
pare  nochfrs^,  wiiK.  li*^  Y^tn  ifltr-r  vi*:?:^  ^  „v,^,    ^f^,r^U/% 


«c   ynTi^   ;:        '    s*i~^    -f-»j*.    :.jMl»    r*-,-     /.    <. 
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thing  worth  notmg.  That  January  day,  while  Idlins  was  busy 
on  the  Schloss  of  Habertsborg,  poor  old  Man^^hal  de  Belleisle, 
—  mark  him,  reader !  —  ^  in  the  Bue  de  Lille  at  Paris,"  lay 
sank  in  putrid  f ever ;  and  on  the  fourth  day  after,  ^  January 
26th,  1761,''  the  last  of  the  grand  old  Frenchmen  died.  <'  He 
had  been  reported  dead  three  days  before/'  says  Barbier :  '^  the 
public  wished  it  so ;  they  laid  the  blame  on  him  of  this  ap- 
parent ''  (let  a  cautious  man  write  it,  ^^  apparent)  derangement 
in  our  a&irs,''  —  instead  of  thanking  him  for  sdl  he  had  done 
and  suffered  (loss  of  so  much,  including  reputation  and  an  only 
Son)  to  repair  and  stay  the  same.  '^  He  was  in  his  77th  year. 
Many  people  say,  '  We  must  wait  three  months,  to  see  if 
we  shall  not  regret  him,'''  —  even  him!^  So  generous  are 
Nations. 

Marechal  Due  de  Belleisle  was  very  wealthy:  in  Yemon 
Country,  Normandy,  he  had  estates  and  chateaux  to  the  value 
of  about  £24,000  annually.  All  these,  having  first  accurately 
settled  for  his  own  debts,  he,  in  his  grand  old  way,  childless, 
forlorn,  but  loftily  polite  to  the  last,  bequeathed  to  the  King. 
His  splendid  Paris  Mansion  he  expressly  left  "to  serve  in 
perpetuity  as  a  residence  for  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the 
Department  of  War : "  a  magnificent  Town-House  it  is,  "  hotel 
magnifique,  at  the  end  of  the  Pont-Royal,"  —  which,  I  notice 
farther,  is  in  our  time  called  "  Hotel  de  ChoiseulrFraslin,^^  — 
a  house  latterly  become  horrible  in  men's  memory,  if  my  guess 
is  right. 

And  thus  vanishes,  in  sour  dark  clouds,  the  once  great 
Belleisle.  Grandiose,  something  almost  of  great  in  him,  of 
sublime, — alas,  yes,  of  too  sublime;  and  of  unfortunate  be- 
yond proportion,  paying  the  debt  of  many  foregoers !  He 
too  is  a  notability  gone  out,  the  last  of  his  kind.  Twenty 
years  ago,  he  crossed  the  (Eil-de-Boeuf  with  Papers,  just  set- 
ting out  to  cut  Teutschland  in  Four  ;  and  in  the  Rue  de  Lille, 
No.  54,  with  that  grandiose  Enterprise  drawing  to  its  issue  in 
universal  defeat,  disgrace,  discontent  and  preparation  for  the 
General  Overturn  (Culhute  Generate  of  1789),  he  closes  his 
weary  old  eyes.    Choiseul  succeeds  him  as  War-Minister; 

1  Barbier.  it.  373 ;  L  IM. 
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War-Minister  and   Frime-Mtnister    both  in  one ;  —  and  b; 

many  arts  of  legerdemain,  and  another  real  spasm  of  effort 

upon  Hanover  to  do  the  impossible  there,  is  leading  France 

irith  cringed  steps  the  same  road. 

Since  March  17th,  Friediich  was  no  longer  in  Leipzig.  He 
left  at  that  time,  for  Meissen  Country,  and  the  Hill  Canton- 
ments, —  organized  there  his  little  Expedition  into  Voigtlaud, 
for  behoof  of  the  Beichsf oik ;  —  and  did  not  retom.  Contln- 
aed,  mostly  in  Meissen  Country,  as  the  fittest  for  his  many 
businesses.  Army-regulatings  and  other.  Till  the  Campaign 
come,  we  wUl  remember  of  him  nothing,  but  this  little  Kote, 
and  pleasant  little  Gift,  to  his  Chere  Maman,  the  day  after  his 
arrival  in  those  parts :  — 

To  Madam,  Camas  (at  Magdeburg,  with  the  Queen). 

"  MetesEN,  20th  Much,  IT61. 

"1  send  yon,  my  dear  Mamma,  a  little  TriBe,  by  way  of 
keepsake  and  memento  [Snuffbox  of  Meissen  Porcelain,  with 
the  figure  of  a  Dog  on  the  lid].  You  may  use  the  Box  for 
your  rouge,  for  your  patches,  or  you  may  put  snuff  in  It,  or 
btmboTU  or  pills :  but  whatever  use  you  turn  it  to,  think  always, 
vhen  you  see  this  Dog,  the  Symbol  of  Fidelity,  that  he  who 
sends  it  outstrips,  in  respect  of  fidelity  and  attachment  to 
ilaman,  all  the  dogs  In  the  world ;  and  that  bis  devotion  to 
ygu  has  nothing  whatever  in  common  with  the  fragility  of  the 
material  which  is  manufactured  hereabouts. 

«'  I  have  ordered  Porcelain  here  for  all  the  world,  for  SchSn- 
hausen  [for  your  Mistress,  my  poor  uncomplaining  Wife],  for 
my  Sisters-in-law ;  in  fact,  I  am  rich  in  this  brittle  material 
only.  And  I  hope  the  receivers  will  accept  it  as  ooirent 
money :  for,  the  truth  is,  we  are  poor  as  can  be,  good  Mamma 
I  have  nothing  left  but  honor,  ray  coat,  my  sword,  and  por- 
celain. 

"Farewell,  my  beloved  Mamina  If  Heaven  will,  1 
one  day  gee  you  again  face  to  far-f ;  ami  repeat  to  you,  by 
of  nunith,  vhat  I  have  already  said  and  written;  hiM-  ' 
2.2      Vol.  7 


id  por- 

I  Shan  A 
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and  re-turn  it  as  I  may,  I  shall  never^  except  very  incompletely^ 
exptesQ  what  the  feelings  of  my  heart  to  you  are. — F.'^  ^ 


♦^*  It  was  during  this  Winter,  if  ever  it  was,  that  Friedrich 
received  the  following  Letter  from  an  aspiring  Young  Lady, 
just  coming  out,  age  seventeen,  —  in  a  remote  sphere  of  things. 
In  "  Sleepy  Hollow  "  namely,  or  the  Court  of  Mirow  in  Meek- 
lenburg-Strelitz,  where  we  once  visited  with  Friedrich  almost 
thirty  years  ago.  The  poor  collapsed  Duke  has  ceased  making 
dressing-gowns  there ;  and  this  is  his  Niece,  Princess  Charlotte, 
Sister  to  the  now  reigning  Duke. 

This  Letter,  in  the  translated  form,  and  the  glorious  results 
it  had  for  some  of  us,  are  familiar  to  all  English  readers  for 
the  last  hundred  years.  Of  Friedrich's  Answer  to  it,  if  he 
sent  one,  we  have  no  trace  whatever.  Which  is  a  pity,  more 
or  less ;  —  though,  in  truth,  the  Answer  could  only  have  been 
some  polite  formality ;  the  Letter  itself  being  a  mere  breath 
of  sentimental  wind,  absolutely  without  significance  to  Fried* 
rich  or  anybody  else,  —  except  always  to  the  Young  Lady  her- 
self, to  whom  it  brought  a  Boyal  Husband  and  Queenship  of 
England,  within  a  year.  Signature,  presumably,  this  Letter 
once  had ;  date  of  place,  of  day,  year,  or  even  century  (except 
by  implication),  there  never  was  any :  but  judicious  persons, 
scanning  on  the  spot,  have  found  that  the  "Victory''  spoken 
of  can  only  have  meant  Torgau ;  and  that  the  aspiring  Young 
Lady,  hitherto  a  School  Girl,  not  so  much  as  "  confirmed ''  till 
a  month  or  two  ago,  age  seventeen  in  May  last,  can  only  have 
written  it,  at  Mirow,  in  the  Winter  subsequent.*  Certain 
it  is,  in  September  neoet,  September,  1761,  directly  after 
George  in.'s  Wedding,  there  appeared  in  the  English  News- 
papers,  what  doubtless  had  been  much  handed  about  in  society 
before,  the  following  ^'Translation  of  a  Letter,  said  to  have  been 
written  by  Princess  Charlotte  of  Mecklenberg  to  the  King  of 

1  Ghren  in  Rffdenbeck,  ii.  79;  omitted,  for  I  know  not  what  reason,  in 
CEvvres  de  Frgdhic,  xviiL  145 :  cited  partly  in  Preuss,  ii.  282. 

«  Lndwig  Giesobrecht,  —  Der  Furstenhof  in  Miraio  wShrend  der  Jahre  1708- 
1761,  in  Programm  da  vereinigtm  KdnigUchen  und  Stadt-Gymmmums  for  1S6S 
(StittiD,  1868),  pp.  26-29,— enters  into  a  minnte  criticism. 
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Prussioj  on  one  of  his  Vietories,^'  —  without  farther  oommen* 
tary  or  remark  of  any  kind ;  everybody  then  understanding, 
as  everybody  still.  So  notable  a  Document  ought  to  be  given 
in  the  Original  as  well  (or  in  what  passes  for  such),  and  with 
some  approach  to  the  necessaiy  preliminaiies  of  time  and 
place :  *  — 

[To  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  (in  Leipzig,  or 

Somewhere). 

BiiROW  IN  Msoulenbubo-Stbslitz,  Winter  of  1760-1761.] 
"  Sire  ! — Ich  toeisa  nicht,  oh  ich     ^  ^  May  it  please  your  Majesty y 


mher  Evor,  Majestdt  leUteren  Sieg 

firohUeh  oder  traurig  sein  soUj  weil 

eben  der  ghickUche  Sieg,  der  neue 

Lorbeem  urn  Dero  Scheitel  gefloch- 

ten  hat,  uber  mem  Vaterland  Jam- 

wier  %md   EUnd  verbreitet,     Ich 

weiss,  Sire,  in  diesem  unserm  laster- 

haft   verfeinerten   Zeitaiter  werde 

tcA  verlacht  uterden,  dass  mein  Hers 

Uber  das  UnglUck  des  Landes  trau- 

ert,  dass  ich  die  Drangsale   des 

Krieges  heiceine,  und  von  gamer 

Seek  die  Biickkehr  des  Friedens 

wHnscJte.    Selbst  Sie,  Sire,  werden 

vidleicht   denken,  es  schicke  sich 

he$8er  fur  VMch^  mvch  in  der  Kunst 

su  gefaUen  su  iiben,  oder  mich  nur 

urn  hausliche  Angelegenheiten  zu 

hekHmmem.    AUein  dem  seye  wie 

Hm  woUe,  so  fUhU  mein  Herz  su 

khr  fur  diese  Unglucklichen,  um 

tine  dringende  FUrbitte  fur  diesd- 

Un  euruck  su  haUen. 

"  Seit  wenigen  Jahren  hatte  die- 
m  Land  die  angenehmste  GestaU 
fnoonnen.     Man  traf  keine  ver^ 


'^  I  am  at  a  loss  whether  I  shall 
oongratulate  or  condole  with  yon 
on  your  late  victory;  since  the 
same  success  that  has  covered  yoa 
with  laurels  has  overspread  the 
Country  of  MecklenburgA  with 
desolation.  I  know,  Sire,  that  it 
seems  unbeoomiug  my  sex,  in  this 
age  of  vicious  refiuouiont,  to  feel 
for  one's  Country,  to  lament  the 
horrors  of  war,  or  wish  for  the  re- 
turn of  peace.  I  know  you  may 
think  it  more  properly  my  province 
to  study  the  art  of  pleasing,  or  to 
turn  my  thoughts  to  subjects  of  a 
more  domestic  nature:  but,  how- 
ever unbecoming  it  may  be  in  me, 
I  can't  resist  the  desire  of  intercede 
ing  for  this  unhappy  people. 


"It  was  but  a  very  few  years 
ago  that  this  territory  wore  the 
most  pleasing  appearance.     The 


^  From  Gendeman's  Magazine  (for  October,  1761,  xxxi.  447)  we  take,  ver- 
Iwtim,  the  TVtmdhttbn ;  from  PreusM  (ii.  186)  the  "Original,"  who  does  not  say 
vfaevB  he  got  H,"^  whether  from  an  old  German  Newspaper  or  not. 
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6deU  SteUen  cm.    AUes  war  ange- 
baut.      Das    Landvolk   sah   ver- 
gniigt  auSj  und    in  den  Stadten 
herrschte  WoMstand  und  Freude, 
Aber    welcK     eine    Verandenmg 
gegen  eine  so  angenehme  Scene! 
Ich  bin  in  partheischen  Beschreih' 
ungen  nicht  erfahren^  nnxh  toeniger 
kann  ich  die  Grduel  der  VertoUst- 
ung  mit  erdichteten  SchUderungen 
schrecklicher  darsteUen,    AUein  ge- 
wiss  selbst  Krieger,  welche  ein  edles 
Herz  und  GefUfU  besitjsen,  wiirden 
durch  den  AnbUck  dieser  Soenen 
eu  Thranen  bewegt  werden.     Das 
gcmze  Land^  mein  werthes  Voter- 
landj  liegt  da  gleich  einer  WUste. 
Der  Ackerbau  und  die  Viehzucht 
haben  aufgehart.    Der  Bauer  und 
der  Hirt  sind  SoldtUen  warden,  und 
in   den    Stadten   sieht   man   nur 
Chreise,  Weiber  und  Kinder,  vid- 
leicht  noch  hie  und  da  einen  jungen 
Manny  der  aber  durch  empfangene 
Wunden  ein  KrUppel  ist  und  den 
ihn  umgebenden    kteinen  Knaben 
die  Geschichte  einer  jeden  Wunde 
mit  einem  so  patJietischen  Hdden- 
ton  erzdhlt,  dassihr  Herz  schon  der 
Trommel  folgt,  ehe  sie  recht  gehen 
kannen.     Was  aber  das  Elend  auf 
den  hochsten  Gipfel  bringt,  sind  die 
immerabwechselnden  Vorrilckungen 
und  Zuriickgiehungen   beider  Ar- 
meen,  da  selbst  die,  so  sich  unsre 
Freunde  nennen,  beim  Abzuge  aUes 
mitnehmentmdverhcereny  und  wenn 
sie  wieder  kommen,  gleich  vielwieder 
herbei  geschafft  haben  woUen,    Von 
Dero  Gerechtigkeity  SirCy  hoffen  toir 
HiUfe  in  diner  dussersten  Noth, 


Coantry  was  cultivated,  the  peas- 
ant looked  cheerful,  and  the  townB 
abounded  with  riches  and  festivitj. 
What  an  alteration  at  present  from 
such  a  charming  scene !    I  am  not 
expert  at  description,  nor  can  mj 
fancy  add  any  horrors  to  the  pic- 
ture ',    but  sure   even   conquerors 
themselves  would  weep  at  the  hid- 
eous prospect  now  before  me.    The 
whole  Country,  my  dear  Country, 
lies  one  frightful  waste,  presenting 
only  objects  to  excite  terror,  pity 
and  despair.     The  business  of  the 
husbandman  and  the  shepherd  are 
quite  discontinued;  the  husband- 
man and  the  shepherd  are  become 
soldiers  themselves,  and   help  to 
ravage  the  soil  they  formerly  occu- 
pied.  The  towns  are  inhabited  only 
by  old  men,  women  and  children ; 
perhaps  here  and  there  a  warrior, 
by  wounds  and  loss  of  limbs  ren- 
dered unfit  for  service,  left  at  his 
door ;  his  little  children  hang  round 
him,  ask  a  history  of  every  wound, 
and  grow  themselves  soldiers  before 
they  find  strength   for  the  field. 
But  this  were  nothing,  did  we  not 
feel  the  alternate  insolence  of  either 
army,  as  it  happens  to  advance  or 
retreat.     It  is  impossible  to  ex- 
press the  confusion,  even  those  who 
call  themselves  our  friends  create. 
Even  those  from  whom  we  might 
expect   redress,   oppress   us    with 
new  calamities.     From  your  jus- 
tice, therefore,  it  is  that  we  hope 
relief;   to  you  even  children  and 
women  may  complain,  whose  hu- 
manity stoops  to  the  meanest  peti- 
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An  SiCj  Sire,  mogen  auch  Frauen,     tion,  and  whose  power  is  capable  a' 

ja  sdbst  Kinder  ihre  Klagen  hrin-     represslDg  the  greatest  injustice. 

pen.     Sitj  die  sich  attch  zur  nied-  **l  em.  Sire,  ^e.'' 

rigsten  Klaese  glUigsi  herablassen, 

und  dadwrch,  wenn  es  moglich  ist, 

noch   grdsser   werden^    dls   selbst 

dmreh  Hire  Siege,  werden  die  fnein^ 

igen    indU   unerh&rt  lasHn  und, 

lur  Ehre  Dero  eigenen  Ruhme8, 

BedrOckungen  und  Drangsalen  a5- 

h^en,  welche  tcider  alle  Menschen- 

hehe  und  wider  cdle  gute  KriegS' 

twkt  ttreiten,    Ich  bin  dtc,^' 

It  is  remarked  that  this  Young  Lady,  so  amiably  melodious 
in  tone,  though  she  might  address  to  King  Friedrich,  seems  to 
be  writing  to  the  wind ;  and  that  she  gives  nothing  of  fact  or 
picture  in  regard  to  Mecklenburg,  especially  to  Mecklenburg- 
Strelitz,  but  what  is  taken  from  her  own  beautiful  young  brain. 
All  operatic,  vague,  imaginary,  — some  of  it  expressly  untrue.* 
So  that  latterly  there  have  been  doubts  as  to  its  authenticity 
altogether ! '  And  in  fact  the  Piece  has  a  good  deal  the  air 
of  some  School-Exercise,  Model  of  Letter-writing,  Patriotic  As- 
piration or  the  like;  —  thrown  off,  shall  we  say,  by  the  young 
Parson  of  Mirow  (Charlotte's  late  Tutor),  with  Charlotte  there 
to  sign;  or  by  some  Patriotic  Schoolmaster  elsewhere,  any- 
where, in  a  moment  of  enthusiasm,  and  tvithaut  any  Charlotte 
but  a  hypothetic  one  ?    Certainly  it  is  difficult  to  fancy  how 

^  In  Mecklenbarg-SE^Atoertn,  which  had  always  to  smart  sore  for  its  Duke 
sod  the  line  he  took,  the  Swedes,  this  year,  as  usual  (but,  till  Torgau,  with 
DH)re  hope  than  usual),  had  been  trying  for  winter^uarters :  and  had  by 
the  Prussians,  as  usual,  been  hunted  out,  —  Eugen  of  Wiirtemberg  speeding 
Either,  directly  after  Torgau ;  Rostock  his  winter-quarters ;  —  who,  doubtless 
^th  all  rigor,  is  levying  cuutributions  for  l*russian  behoof.  ])ut  as  to  Meck- 
knburg-Strelitz,  —  see,  for  example,  iu  SchOning,  iii.  30  &c.,  an  indirect  but 
^together  conclusive  proof  of  the  perfectly  amicable  footing  now  and  always 
•nbuiting  there;  Friedrich  reluctant  to  intrude  even  with  a  small  request  or 
solicitation,  on  Eugen's  behalf,  at  this  time. 

*  "  BoU,  Gttehichte  Mecklenburgs  mit  besonderer  Dentcksichtigung  der  Cvdtur- 
fndUbfae  (Nenbrandenbnrg,  1856),  iL  303-005 ;"^cited  by  Giesebrecht,  who 
^fa&mf  takes  the  opposite  view. 
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a  modest,  rational,  practical  young  person  like  Charlotte  can 
have  thought  of  so  airy  a  feat  of  archery  into  the  blue ! 
Charlotte  herself  never  disavowed  it,  that  I  heard  of;  and 
to  Colonel  Grahame  the  Ex-Jacobite,  hunting  about  among 
potential  Queens  of  England,  for  behoof  of  Bute  and  of  a 
certain  Young  King  and  King's  Mother,  the  Letter  did  seem 
abundantly  unquestionable  and  adorable.  Perhaps  authentic, 
after  all ;  —  and  certainly  small  matter  whether  or  not. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

SIXTH   CAMPAIGN   OPENS  :   CAMP  OF   BUNZELWITZ. 

To  the  outward  observer  Friedrich  stands  well  at  present^ 
and  seems  again  in  formidable  posture.  After  two  such  Vic- 
tories, and  such  almost  miraculous  recovery  of  himself,  who 
shall  say  what  resistance  he  will  not  yet  make  ?  In  comparison 
with  1759  and  its  failures  and  disasters,  what  a  Year  has  1760 
been !  Liegnitz  and  Torgau,  instead  of  Kunersdorf  and  Maxen, 
here  are  unexpected  phenomena ;  here  is  a  King  risen  from 
the  deeps  again,  —  more  incalculable  than  ever  to  contempo- 
rary mankind.  "How  these  things  will  end?"  Fancy  of 
what  a  palpitating  interest  theuy  while  everybody  watched  the 
huge  game  as  it  went  on ;  though  it  is  so  little  interesting  now 
to  anybody,  looking  at  it  all  finished  !  Finished ;  no  mystery 
of  chance,  of  world-hope  or  of  world-terror  now^  remaining  in 
it ;  all  is  fallen  stagnant,  dull,  distant ;  — and  it  will  b^oove 
us  to  be  brief  upon  it. 

Contemporaries,  and  Posterity  that  will  make  study,  must 
alike  admit  that,  among  the  sons  of  men,  few  in  any  Age  have 
made  a  stiffer  fight  than  Friedrich  has  done  and  continues  to 
do.  But  to  Friedrich  himself  it  is  dismally  evident,  that  year 
by  year  his  resources  are  melting  away ;  that  a  year  must  come 
when  he  will  have  no  resource  more.  Ebbing  very  fast,  his 
resources ;  -—fast  too,  no  doubt,  those  of  his  Enemies^  but  not 
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«o  fut.  They  are  mighty  Nations,  he  is  one  small  Nation. 
His  thooghts,  we  perceive,  have  always,  in  the  background  of 
them,  a  hue  of  settled  black.  Easy  to  say,  *'  Resist  till  we 
die ;  '*  but  to  go  about,  year  after  year,  practically  doing  it, 
under  cloudy  omens,  no  end  of  it  visible  ahead,  is  not  ea«y. 
Many  men.  Kings  and  other,  have  had  to  take  that  stern  pos- 
ture ;  —  few  on  sterner  terms  than  those  of  Friedrich  at  pres- 
ent ;  and  none  that  I  know  of  with  a  more  truly  stoical  and 
manful  figure  of  demeanor.  He  is  long  used  to  it  I  Wet  to 
the  bone,  you  do  not  regard  new  showers ;  the  one  thing  is, 
reach  the  bridge  before  it  be  swum  away. 

The  usual  hopes,  about  Turks,  about  Peace,  and  the  like, 
have  not  been  wanting  to  Friedrich  this  Winter;  mentionable 
as  a  trait  of  Friedrich's  character,  not  otherwise  worth  men- 
tion«     Hope  of  aid  from  the  Turks,  it  is  very  strange  to  see 
bow  he  nurses  this  fond  shadow,  which  never  came  to  any- 
thing !    Happily,  it  does  not  prevent,  it  rather  encourages,  the 
utmost  urgency  of  preparation :   '^  The  readier  we  are,  the 
likelier  are  Turks  and  everything ! "    Peace,  at  least,  between 
Fnnoe  and  England,  after  such  a  Proposal  on  Choiseul's  |>arty 
and  such  a  pass  as  France  has  really  got  to,  was  a  reasonable 
probalnlity.    But  indeed,  from  the  first  year  of  this  War,  as 
we  remarked.  Peace  has  seemed  possible  to  Friedrich  every 
year;   especially  from  1759  onward,  there  is  always  every 
▼inter  a  lively  hope  of  Peace :  —  "No  slackening  of  prepara- 
tion ;  the  reverse,  rather ;  but  surely  the  Campaign  of  next 
Bummer  will  be  cut  short,  and  we  shall  all  get  home  only  half 
expended!"^ 

Practically,  Friedrich  has  been  raising  new  Free-0>rps 
people,  been  recruiting  refitting  and  equipping,  with  more 
diligeaee  than  ever ;  and.  in  spite  of  the  almost  impossibilities, 
hai  two  Armies  on  foot,  some  96/X»  mei:  in  all,  for  d^^;nce  of 
SaxGi^  and  of  Silesia,  —  Henri  to  undertake  Saxony,  vertus 
I^;  BSSeoMf  with  Ldjudon  and  the  Ra>siariii,  to  \jh  fh^A' 
link's  heflmer  share.  The  Campai^^  of  which,  by  th^  on« 
Piitj  md  the  ctlMX,  very  great  things  had  been  hop^l  aM 
fatted,  aecaed  ooee  as  if  it  wocid  c^n  two  mor^tra  earlier 


*^      .  -«^  sW.^*^  °  ;'  effect  di4  u»«al.  ^^ 


^**^.  .  a»4  °*^^^  uU  t*°  ^  .Aticb'6  «"7„^crpet8.      ^^  «oji. 
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not  risk  an  assault ;  aiul  the  only  result  was :  Friedrioh  has- 
tened to  relief  of  Goltz  (rose  from  Meisseu  Country  May  3d), 
and  appeared  in  Silesia  six  weeks  earlier  than  he  had  intended. 
But  again  took  Cantonments  there  (Schweidnitz  and  neighbor- 
liood) ;  —  Loudon  retiring  wholly,  on  first  tidings  of  him,  home 
to  Bohemia  again.     Home  in  Bohemia;   at  Brauuau,  on  the 
western  edge  of  the  Glatz  Mountains,  —  there  sits  Loudon 
thenceforth,  silent  for  a  long  time  ;  silently  collecting  an  Army 
of  72,000,  with  strict  orders  from  Vienna  to  avoid  fighting  till 
the  Russians  come.      Loudon  has  very  high  intentions  this 
Vear.    Intends  to  finish  Silesia  altogether ;  —  cannot  he,  after 
SQcb  a  beginning  upon  Glatz  last  Year?    That  is  the  firm 
notion  at  Vienna  among  men  of  understanding:   ever-active 
Loudon  the  favorite  there,  against  a  Cunctator  who  has  been 
too  cuDctatory  many  times.     Liegnitz  itself,  was  not  that  (a# 
many  opine)  a  disaster  due  to  cunctation,  not  of  Loudon's  ? 

Loudon  is  to  be  joined  by  60,000  Kussiaus,  under  a  Feld- 
marschall  Butturlin,   not   under   sulky  Soltikof,  this  Year; 
junction  to  be  in  Upper  Silesia,  in  Xeisse  neighborhood.    **  We 
take  that  Fortress,''  say  the  Vienna  people ;  ''  it  is  next  on  the 
file  after  Glatz.     Neisse  taken ;   thence  northward,  cU;aoing 
the  Country  as  we  go ;  Brieg,  Schweidnitz^  Glogau^  proba^Jy 
Breslan  itself  in  some  good  interim :  there  are  Ijot  Four  For- 
tresses to  do ;  and  the  thing  is  finished.    Let  the  King,  (mti  to 
three,  and  Loudon  in  command  against  him,  try  if  he  eaa  bii^ 
der  it !  ^    This  is  the  Program  in  Vienna  and  in  Petenbufg. 
Andf  aocordingij.  the  Ba£§ia2i5  hare  got  ^m  mar^rb  alj^/ut  the 
end  of  May;  pL*>d-iirig  o^  erer  ^'zL/i^y  dise  Lerealx^itii  lMif//rts 
Jane  end  :  *^  fzsfiidcz:  zo  b^  i«  Ljftar  XeLwe  a<i  jort  fsut :  laA  Wi 
fighting  of  tbe  Krs^z.  oa  %l.j  VT:a.fc.  t^  ttb^:  VjfumkXiX  ^au^.^ 
Xerer  '■'•ere  lbs-  VZ-rtiiiA  'ji^^rSj-.  k.  'j^j^ua  't^ifx-*^,,     l>k.v/<.  a  tt/> 
do  actring  -rksl*  iz.  Six.cr    i  I>i^v:i  ir^n  ;r:re:i  •Lkit   »^k7, 
thej  can  •5aL?3:2inrr  .  iin  L*  v,  r'-i^  \jyjrj:.^\  pa:^^'.  f'sa*^r.V.y 

like.     Tlif  if  lie  Pr-.'^ri.:!  .i  :'.i*  -s^^i^'x    — •♦:i/f»»r*?i  i«3*,  v/.^i 
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essential  Fractions,  chiefly  chronological ;  —  and  then,  at  onoe^ 
To  Bunzelwitz,  and  the  time  of  close  grips  in  Silesia  here. 

"Last  Year,"  says  a  loose  Note,  which  we  may  as  well  take 
with  us,  "  Tottleben  did  not  go  home  with  the  rest,  but  kept 
hovering  about,  in  eastern  Pommem,  with  a  10,000,  all  Win- 
ter J  attempting  several  kinds  of  mischief  in  those  Countries, 
especially  attempting  to  do  something  on  Colberg ;  which  the 
Bussians  mean  to  besiege  next  Summer,  with  more  intensity 
than  ever,  for  the  Third,  and,  if  possible,  the  last  time.  *  Storm 
their  outposts  there,'  thinks  Tottleben,  ^especially  Belgard, 
the  chief  outpost ;  girdle  tighter  and  tighter  the  obstinate  little 
crow's-nest  of  a  Colberg,  and  have  it  ready  for  besieging  in 
good  time.'  Tottleben  did  try  upon  the  outposts,  especially 
Belgard  the  chief  one  (Jainuary  18th,  1761),  but  without  the 
least  success  at  Belgard ;  with  a  severe  reproof  instead,  Wer- 
ner's  people  being  broad  awake :  ^  upon  which  Tottleben  and 
they  made  a  truce,  '  Peaceable  till  May  12th ; '  till  June  1st, 
it  proved,  about  which  time  [which  time,  or  afterwards,  as  the 
Silesian  crisis  may  admit !]  we  will  look  in  on  them  again." 

May  3dj  as  above  intimated,  Friedrich  hastened  off  for 
Silesia,  quitted  Meissen  that  day,  with  an  Army  of  some 
60,000 ;  pressingly  intent  to  relieve  Goltz  from  his  dangerous 
predicament  there.  This  is  one  of  Friedrich's  &med  marches, 
done  in  a  minimum  of  time  and  with  a  maximum  of  inge- 
nuity ;  concerning  which  I  will  remember  only  that,  one 
night,  "  he  lodged  again  at  Bodewitz,  near  Hochkirch,  in  the 
same  house  as  on  that  Occasion  [what  a  thirty  months  to 
look  back  upon,  as  you  sink  to  sleep !] — and  that  no  accident 
anywhere  befell  the  March,  though  Daun's  people,  all  through 
Saxony  and  the  Lausitz,  were  hovering  on  the  flank, — appre- 
hensive chiefly  lest  it  might  mean  a  plunge  into  Bohemia,  for 
relief  of  Qoltz,  instead  of  what  it  did."  For  six  weeks  after 
that  hard  March,  the  King's  people  got  Cantonments  again, 
and  rested. 

Prince  Henri  is  left  in  Saxony,  with  Daun  in  huge  force 

1  Account  of  it,  Hetden-GetdtickU,  vL  67a 
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against  him,  Daun  and  the  Beich ;  between  whom  and  Henri, 
— Seidlitz  being  in  the  field  again  with  Henri,  Seidlitz  and 
others  of  mark, — there  fell  out  a  great  deal  of  exquisite 
maiKBUYring,  rapid  detaching  and  occasional  sharp  cutting  on 
the  small  s^e ;  but  nothing  of  moment  to  detain  us  here  or 
afterwards.    We  shall  say  only  that  Henri,  to  a  wonderful 
extent,  maintained  himself  against  the  heavy  overwhelming 
Dtun  and  his  Austrian  and  Reichs  masses;  and  that  Napo- 
leon, I  know  not  after  what  degree  of  study,  pronounced  this 
Campaign  of  1761  to  be  the  masterpiece  of  Henri,  and  really 
a  considerable  thing,  "Xa  campagne  de  1761  est  celle  au  ce 
Prince  a  vraiment  montrS  des  talents  superieurs  ;  the  Battle 
of  Freyberg  [wait  till  next  Year]  nothing  in  comparison."  * 
Which  may  well  detain  soldier-people  upon  it ;  but  must  not 
OS,  in  any  measure.    The  result  of  Henri  being  what  we  said, 
—a  drawn  game,  or  nearly  so, — we  will,  without  interfer- 
ence from  him,  follow  Friedrioh  and  Goltz. 

Friedrioh  and  Goltz,  —  or,  alas,  it  is  very  soon  Friedrich 
alone ;  the  valiant  Goltz  soon  perishing  from  his  hand !  After 
brief  junction  in  Schweidnitz  Country,  Friedrich  detached 
Goltz  to  his  old  fortified  Camp  at  Glogau,  there  to  be  on 
watch.  Goltz  watching  there,  lynx-eyed,  skilful,  volunteered 
a  Proposal  (June  22d) :  '*  Reinforce  me  to  20,000,  your  Maj* 
eety ;  I  will  attack  so  and  so  of  those  advancing  Russians ! " 
Which  his  Majesty  straightway  approved  of,  and  set  going.* 
Goltz  thereupon  tasked  all  his  energies,  perhaps  overmuch; 
and  it  was  thought  might  at  last  really  have  done  something 
for  the  King,  in  this  matter  of  the  Russians  still  in  separate 
Divisions,  —  a  thing  feasible  if  you  have  energy  and  velocity ; 
always  unfeasible  otherwise.  But,  alas,  poor  Goltz,  just  when 
ready  to  march,  was  taken  with  sudden  violent  fever,  the 
fruit  probably  of  overwork ;  and,  in  that  sad  flame,  blazed 
away  his  valiant  existence  in  three  or  four  days:  —  gone 
forever,  June  dOth,  1761;  to  the  regret  of  Friedrich  and 
of  many. 

^  Mootholon,  BfSmoirea  de.  Napoleon,  r\\.  324. 

s  Golti't  Letter  to  the  King,  "  Glogaa,  22d  June,  1761,"  is  in  Tempelhof 
(t.  81-90),  who  thinki  the  pUa  good. 
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Old  Zietben  was  at  once  pushed  on,  from  Glogau  over  the 
frontier,  to  replace  Groltz ;  but,  I  doubt,  bad  not  now  the  requi- 
site velocity :  Zietben  merely  manoBuvred  about,  and  cajne 
home  *'  attending  the  Russians,"  as  Henri,  Dohna  and  others 
had  done.  The  Russians  entered  Silesia,  from  the  northeast 
or  Polish  side,  without  difficulty ;  and  (July  15th-20th)  were 
within  reach  of  Breslau  and  of  an  open  road  to  southward, 
and  to  junction  with  Loudon,  who  is  astir  for  them  there. 
About  Breslau  they  linger  and  higgle,  at  their  leisure,  for 
three  weeks  longer :  and  if  their  junction  with  the  Austrians 
"in  Neisse  neighborhood"  is  to  be  prevented  or  impeded,  it 
is  Friedrich,  not  Zietben,  that  will  have  to  do  it. 

Junction  in  Neisse  neighborhood  (Oppeln,  where  it  should 
have  been,  which  is  some  35  miles  from  Neisse),  Friedrich  did, 
by  velocity  and  dexterity,  contrive  to  prevent;  but  junction 
somewhere  he  probably  knows  to  be  inevitable.  These  are 
among  Friedrich's  famed  marches  and  manoBuvrings,  these 
against  the  swift  Loudon  and  his  slow  Russians ;  but  we  will 
not  dwell  on  them.  My  readers  know  the  King's  manner  in 
such  cases ;  have  already  been  on  two  Marches  with  him,  and 
even  in  these  same  routes  and  countries.  We  will  say  only, 
that  the  Russians  were  and  had  been  very  dilatory ;  Loudon 
much  the  reverse;  and  their  and  Loudon's  Adversary  still 
more.  That,  for  five  days,  the  Russians,  at  length  close  to 
Breslau  (August  6th-llth),  kept  vaguely  cannonading  and 
belching  noise  and  apprehension  upon  the  poor  City,  but 
without  real  damage  to  it,  and  as  if  merely  to  pass  the  time ; 
and  had  gradually  pushed  out  fore-posts,  as  far  as  Oppeln, 
towards  Loudon,  up  their  safe  right  bank  of  Oder.  That 
Loudon,  on  the  first  glimpse  of  these,  had  made  his  best 
speed  Neisse-ward ;  and  did  a  march  or  two  with  good  hope ; 
but  at  Mtinsterberg  (July  22d),  on  the  morning  of  the  third 
or  fourth  day's  march,  was  astonished  to  see  Friedrich  ahead 
of  him,  nearer  Neisse  than  he ;  and  that  in  Neisse  Country 
there  was  nothing  to  be  done,  no  Russian  junction  possible 
there. 

"Try  it  in  Schweidnitz  Country,  then ! "  said  Loudon.  The 
Bussians  leave  off  cannonading  Breslau;  cross  Oder,  about 


i  i\% 
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Auras  or  Leubus  (August  lltli-12th) ;  and  Loudon^  after  some 
finessing;  marches  back  Schweidnitz-way,  cautiously^  skilfully ; 
followed  by  Friedrich,  anxious  to  prevent  a  junction  here  too, 
or  at  lowest  to  do  some  stroke  before  it  occur.  A  great  deal 
of  cunning  marching,  shifting  and  manceuvring  there  is,  for 
days  round  Schweidnitz  on  all  sides;  encampings  by  Fried- 
rich,  now  Liegnitz  head-quarter,  now  Wahlstadt,  now  Schon- 
bruniiy  Striegau ;  —  without  the  least  essential  harm  to  Loudon, 
or  likelihood  increasing  that  the  junction  can  be  hindered* 
No  offer  of  battle  either;  Loudon  is  not  so  easy  to  beat  as 
some.  The  Russians  come  on  at  a  snail's  pace,  so  Loudon 
thinks  it,  who  is  extremely  impatient ;  but  makes  no  mistakes 
in  consequence,  keeps  himself  safe  (Kunzendorf,  on  the  edge 
of  the  Glatz  Hills,  his  main  post),  and  the  roads  open  for  his 
heavy-footed  friends. 

In  Nicolstadt,  a  march  from  Wahlstadt,  l^h  August,  there 

are  60,000  Russians  in  front  of  Friedrich,  72,000  Aui^trians  in 

rear :  what  can  he,  with  at  the  very  utmost  57,000,  do  against 

them  ?    Now  was  the  time  to  have  fallen  upon  the  King,  and 

have  consumed  him  between  two  fires,  as  it  is  thouglit  mij^it 

have  been  possible,  had  they  been  simultaneous,  and  both  of 

them  done  it  with  a  wilL     But  simultaneity  was  difiicult,  and 

the  will  itself  was  wanting,  or  existed  only  on  Loudon's  side* 

Nothing  of  the  kind  was  attempted  on  the  confederatf;  part^ 

still  less  on  Friedrich's,  —  who  stands  on  his  guard,  and,  from 

the  Heights  about,  has  at  last  to  witness  what  hn  casitaui 

hinder.     Sees  both   Armies  on  march ;  AustriaxiS  frjw  tli« 

southeast  or  Kunzendorf-Frevberg  side,  Ku»«iai»s  frow  MtH 

northeast  or  Kleinenritz  side,  wf'udiiig  iu  many  (yAtjsouM>  \jj 

the  back  of  Jauer  and  the  back  of  JAhfpniz  retip^j'^tiv^-jv  ;  til) 

(August  18th »  thev  "  ioiD  hands,*'  a«   :t  ih  Uirm*^,  or  V/»ieh 

mutuallT  by  their  light  troops;   and  on  th*;  VJlh  (YrWAr'hfAk 

now  off  on  another  schem*;.  aiid  tt/A  witn*rt>»5iijg;,  f-aJJ  if;V>»  ^m^. 

another's  arms,  ranked  aZ  iz:  on^  Yiixt  of  pot^:.'     '-Can  tJM; 

Reichshofrath  sav  our  jiiiiffix'ji:  it  not  'y^mpi*^!*:  ?  *'     Aji*J  mo 

ends  wba;t  we  r-nH  the  PreiaVjrv-  y^si :  'o-im^j^  Ua^  Uiu^.  oi  Ckm0 

Gnps  seems  to  be  oume!  — 
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Friedrich  has  now  nothing  for  it  but  to  try  if  he  cannot 
possibly  get  hold  of  Kunzendorf  (readers  may  look  in  their 
Map),  and  cut  off  Loudon's  staff  of  bread;  Loudon's,  and 
Butturlin's  as  well ;  for  the  whole  130,000  are  now  to  be  fed 
by  Loudon,  and  no  slight  task  he  will  find  it.  By  rushing 
direct  on  Kunzendorf  with  such  a  velocity  as  Friedrich  is 
capable  of,  it  is  thought  he  might  have  managed  Kunzendorf ; 
but  he  had  to  mask  his  design,  and  march  by  the  rear  or  east 
side  of  Schweidnitz,  not  by  the  west  side :  ^'They  will  think  I 
am  making  off  in  despair,  intending  for  the  strong  post  of  Pilzen 
there,  with  Schweidnitz  to  shelter  me  in  front ! "  hoped  Fried- 
rich (morning  of  the  19th),  as  he  marched  off  on  that  errand. 
But  on  approaching  in  that  manner,  by  the  bow,  he  found  that 
Loudon  had  been  quite  sceptical  of  such  despair,  and  at  any 
rate  had,  by  the  string,  made  sure  of  Kunzendorf  and  the 
food-sources.  August  20th,  at  break  of  day,  scouts  report 
the  Kunzendorf  ground  thoroughly  beset  again,  and  Loudon 
in  his  place  there.  No  use  marching  thitherward  farther :  — 
whither  now,  therefore  ? 

Friedrich  knows  Pilzen,  what  au  admirable  post  it  really  is ; 
except  only  that  Schweidnitz  will  be  between  the  enemy  and 
him,  and  liable  to  be  besieged  by  them ;  which  will  never  do ! 
Friedrich,  on  the  moment  of  that  news  from  Kunzendorf,  gets 
on  march,  not  by  the  east  side  (as  intended  till  the  scouts  came 
in),  but  by  the  west  or  exposed  side  of  Schweidnitz  :  —  he  stood 
waiting,  ready  for  either  route,  and  lost  not  a  moment  on  his 
scouts  coming  in.  All  upon  the  road  by  3  a.m.  August  20th ; 
and  encamps,  still  at  an  early  hour,  midway  between  Schweid- 
nitz and  Striegau :  right  wing  of  him  at  Zedlitz  (if  the  reader 
look  on  his  Map),  left  wing  at  Jauernik ;  head-quarters,  Bunzel- 
witz,  a  poor  Village,  celebrated  ever  since  in  War-annals.  And 
begins  (that  same  evening,  the  earlier  or  rested  part  of  him 
begins)  digging  and  trenching  at  a  most  extraordinary  rate, 
according  to  plan  formed ;  no  enemy  taking  heed  of  him,  or 
giving  the  least  molestation.  This  is  the  world-famous  Camp 
of  Bunzelwitz,  upon  which  it  is  worth  while  to  dwell  for  a 
little. 

To  common  eyes  the  ground  hereabouts  has  no  peculiar 
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military  strength :  a  wavy  champaign,  with  nothing  of  abrupt 
or  higfa^  much  of  it  actual  plain,  excellent  for  cavalry  and 
their  work ;  —  this  latter,  too,  is  an  advantage,  which  Friedrich 
has  well  marked,  and  turns  to  use  in  his  scheme.  The  area 
he  takes  in  is  perhaps  some  seven  or  eight  miles  long,  by  as 
many  broad.  On  the  west  side  runs  the  still-young  Striegau 
Water,  defensive  more  or  less ;  and  on  the  farther  bank  of  it 
green  little  Hills,  their  steepest  side  stream-ward.  Inexpug- 
nable Schweidnitz,  with  its  stores  of  every,  kind,  especially  with 
its  store  of  cannon  and  of  bread,  is  on  the  left  or  east  part 
of  the  circuit ;  in  the  intervening  space  are  peaceable  &urm- 
vilk^es,  spots  of  bog ;  knolls,  some  of  them  with  wood.  Not 
a  village,  bog,  knoll,  but  Friedrich  has  caught  up,  and  is  busy 
profiting  by.  ^'  Swift,  Bursche,  dig  ourselves  in  here,  and  be 
ready  for  any  quotity  and  quantity  of  them,  if  they  dare 
attack!" 

And  25,000  spades  and  picks  are  at  work,  under  such  a 
Field-Engineer  as  there  is  not  in  the  world  when  he  takes  to 
that  employment.  At  all  hours,  night  and  day,  25,000  of 
them :  half  the  Army  asleep,  other  half  digging,  wheeling, 
shovelling ;  plying  their  utmost,  and  constant  as  Time  himself : 
these,  in  three  days,  will  do  a  great  deal  of  spade-work*  Bat- 
teries, redoubts,  big  and  little ;  spare  not  for  digging.  Here 
is  ground  for  Cavalry,  too ;  post  them  here,  there,  to  bivouac 
in  Teadiness,  should  our  Batteries  be  unfortunate.  Long 
Trenches  there  are,  and  also  short;  Batteries  commanding 
every  ingate,  and  under  them  are  Mines :  "  We  will  blow  you 
and  our  Batteries  both  into  the  air,  in  case  of  capture !"  think 
the  Prussians,  the  common  men  at  least,  if  Friedrich  do  not. 
^  Mines,  and  that  of  being  blown  into  the  air,"  says  Tempelhof, 
**are  alwa3rs  very  terrible  to  the  common  man."  In  places 
there  are  "  Trenches  16  feet  broad,  by  16  deep,"  says  an  admir- 
ing Archenholtz,  who  was  in  it :  ''  and  we  have  two  of  those 
FtatUrminien  (scatter-mines,"  blowing-up  apparatuses)  ^'to 
each  battery."* 

<<Bunzelwitz,  Jauemik,  Tschechen  and  Peterwitz,  all  forti- 
fiedf"  oontinues  Archenholtz ;  <'  Wurben,  in  the  centre,  is  like 

^  Archenholtz,  il.  262,  Ac 


40        PRIEDRICH  NOT  TO  BE  OVERWHELMED.  Book  XX. 

176L 

a  citadel,  looking  down  upon  Striegau  Water.  Heavy  cannon, 
plenty  of  them,  we  have  brought  from  Schweidnitz :  we  have 
460  pieces  of  cannon  in  all  and  182  mines.  Wttrben,  our 
citadel  and  centre,  is  about  five  miles  from  Schweidnitz.  Our 
intrenchments  "  —  You  already  heard  what  gulfs  some  of  them 
were  I  "  Before  the  lines  are  palisades,  storm-posts,  the  things 
we  call  Spanish  Horse  {ch&vauxrderfrist) ;  —  woods  we  have  in 
abundance  in  our  Circuit,  and  axes  busy  for  carpentries  of  that 
kind.  There  are  four  intrenched  knolls ;  24  big  batteries,  capa- 
ble of  playing  beautifully,  all  like  pieces  in  a  concert."  Four 
knolls  elaborately  intrenched,  clothed  with  cannon;  founded 
upon  y?atter-mine8 :  try  where  you  will  to  enter,  such  torrents 
of  death-shot  will  converge  on  you,  and  a  concert  of  24  big 
batteries  begin  their  music !  — 

On  the  third  day,  Loudon,  looking  into  this  thing,  which  he 
has  not  minded  hitherto,  finds  it  such  a  thing  as  he  never 
dreamt  of  before.  A  thing  strong  as  Gibraltar,  in  a  manner ; 
—  which  it  will  be  terribly  difficult  to  attack  with  success! 
For  eight  days  more  Friedrich  did  not  rest  from  his  spade- 
work;  made  many  changes  and  improvements,  till  he  had 
artificially  made  a  very  Stolpen  of  it,  a  Plauen,  or  more. 
Cogniazzo,  the  Austrian  Veteran,  says :  "  Plauen,  and  Daun's 
often  ridiculed  precautions  there,  were  nothing  to  it.  Not  as 
if  Bunzelwitz  had  been  so  inaccessible  as  our  sheer  rocks  there ; 
but  because  it  is  a  masterpiece  of  Art,  in  which  the  principles 
of  tactics  are  combined  with  those  of  field-fortification,  as  never 
before."  Tielke  grows  quite  eloquent  on  it :  "A  masterpiece 
of  judgment  in  ground,"  says  he ;  "  and  the  treatment  of  it  a 
model  of  sound,  true  and  consummate  field-engineering."  * 

Ziethen,  appointed  to  that  function,  watches  on  the  Heights 
of  Wiirben,  the  citadel  of  the  place :  keeps  a  sharp  eye  to  the 
southwest.  All  round,  in  huge  half-moon  on  the  edge  of  the 
Hills  over  there,  six  or  more  miles  from  Ziethen,  lie  the  angry 
Enemies  ;  Austrians  south  and  nearest,  about  Kunzendorf  and 
Freyberg.  Russians  are  on  the  top  of  Striegau  Hills,  which 
are  well  known  to  some  of  us ;  Kussian  head-quarter  is  Hohen- 

^  Tielke,  iii.  §  BunzdtoUz  (which  is  praised  as  an  attractive  Piece) ;  (EfUf 
nuJiiichar  Veteran,  iv.  79 :  cited  in  Preuu,  n.  2S5. 
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friedberg,  —  who  would  have  thought  it,  Herr  (General  von 
Ziethen  ?  Sixteen  years  ago,  we  have  seen  these  Heights  in 
other  tenancy :  Austrian  field-music  and  displayed  banners 
coming  down ;  a  thousand  and  a  thousand  Austrian  watoh-firei 
blazing  out  yonder,  in  the  silent  June  night,  eve  o£  such  a 
Day!  Baireuth  Dragoons  and  their  No.  67;  — you  will  find 
the  Baireuth  Dragoons  still  here  in  a  sense,  but  also  in  a  sense 
not  Their  fencing  Chasot  is  gone  to  Lttbeck  long  since ;  will 
perhaps  pay  Friedrich  a  visit  by  and  by :  their  fiery  Oesslar 
is  gone  much  farther,  and  will  never  visit  anybody  more  I 
Hanj  were  the  reapers  then,  and  they  are  mostly  gonf^  to  rent. 
Here  is  a  new  harvest ;  the  old  sickles  are  still  \%fttH ;  Init  thi9 
hands  that  wielded  them — !  ^Steady!''  answers  the  Herr 
^neral;  profoundly  awaie  of  all  that,  bat  averse  to  wordf 
upon  it 

fancy  Loodon^s  astonishment,  on  thft  third  day :  ^  Whil« 

^  have  sat  oonsulting  how  to  attack  him^  thfitH  in  \t^^  ^-  UDk 

^^^•ackable,  shaU  we  say?''     VnatU^:}u^Afi^  Ij^MtUm  will  mA, 

^^^"^^seot  to  think  him.  thon^  Bnttiirlii]i  lias  ^|Qtt^  tifrtM^^tUA, 

^^^UBcult^  mnideroas,'^  thinks  \jjav]fni ;  ^  bat  poMssbVr^  '^rUiii»^ 

*^^^^  Buttodm  bat  be  pemad^  r"*    Aud  trk«  all  bU  rlM^Me 

^  Bottaxlin :  ^  f^uiae  oo  as !  '^  vrt^  Un^  ai^^nii  l^jwUm : 

^I^^perial  aod   Czari&h    H^yisi^af^ ;  Krvrt^l^/frvUi^   KmrnMU 

^^^  ai«  tier  ex^0W^Si^  <A  sa?    T<y  f/urti^lr*^  it  n^s^^nj^  ^J<wr- 

•ojiOBi  BBttnrUm :  -I>>  imt  \j^vrr»:  tiud  it  XK  y^^Jk^ 
P>laa  esa  ht  xuad^r;  imtiLT  j^iLim:  ilif-  jj9vU>*iui  ^t  »'V-y^  if 

^oibcidy  knov^  \fiai^  liiaii  7rj»aiLri*\t  :x  v  Jusst  >a r.  «*  'v?  «yjrtttif 
t    iK/w  fitsads:  ytae^ttk  imp*;,  vlust  t*ni;    '.»•  ;^5uvr.««>*   Juw  ii^ 

^  Soucl    TlDf  ^ limflstL'vr^;  ji  lit  jwn  *;ii*'.     tif-j   ^»    iivir  in* 
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peots  to  be  attacked.  On  the  tifth  night  he  oonclndee  it  will 
be;  knowing  Loudon's  way.  Towards  sunset^  that  eyening 
(August  25th)y  all  the  tents  are  struck :  tents,  cookeriee,  eveiy 
article  of  baggage,  his  own  among  the  rest,  are  sent  to  Wttrben 
Heights  (to  Schweidnitz,  Archenhoitz  says ;  but  has  miBie- 
membered)  :  the  ground  cleared  for  action.  And  horse  and 
foot,  every  man  marches  out,  and  stands  ready  under  arms. 

(Contrary  to  everybody's  expectation,  not  a  shot  was  heard, 
that  night.  Nor  the  next  night,  nor  the  next :  but  the  prac- 
tice of  vigilance  was  continued.  Punctual  as  mathematics: 
at  a  given  hour  of  the  afternoon,  tents  are  all  struck ;  tents 
and  fumitiires,  field  swept  clear ;  and  the  50,000  in  their  places 
wait  under  arms.  Next  morning,  nothing  having  fallen  oat, 
the  tents  come  back ;  the  Army  (half  of  it  at  once,  or  almost 
the  whole  of  it,  according  to  aspects)  rests,  goes  to  sleep  if  it 
can.  By  night  there  is  vigilance,  is  work,  and  no  sleep.  It  is 
felt  to  be  a  hard  life,  but  a  necessary. 

Nor  in  these  labors  of  detail  is  the  King  wanting;  far  from 
it ;  the  King  is  there,  as  ear  and  eye  of  the  whole.  For  the 
King  alone  there  is,  near  the  chief  Battery,  ^  on  the  Pf  arrberg, 
namely,  in  the  clump  of  trees  there,"  a  small  Tent,  and  a  bundle 
of  straw  where  he  can  lie  down,  if  satisfied  to  do  so.  If  all  is 
safe,  he  will  do  so ;  but  perhaps  even  still  he  soon  awakens 
again ;  and  strolls  about  among  his  guard-parties,  or  warms 
himself  by  their  fires.  One  evening,  among  the  orders,  is 
heard  this  item :  **  And  remember,  a  lock  of  straw,  will  you,  — 
that  I  may  not  have  to  sleep  on  the  ground,  as  last  night !  '* ' 
Many  anecdotes  are  current  to  this  day,  about  his  pleasant 
homely  ways  and  affabilities  with  the  sentry  people,  and  the 
rugged  hospitalities  they  would  show  him  at  their  watch-fires. 
"  Grood  evening,  children."  "  The  same  to  thee,  Fritz."  "  What 
is  that  you  are  cooking?" — and  would  try  a  spoonful  of  it, 
in  such  company ;  while  the  rough  fellows  would  f<^id  smok- 
ing, "  Don't  you  know  he  dislikes  it  ?  "  "  No,  smoke  away  I " 
the  King  would  insist. 

Mythical  mainly,  these  stories ;  but  the  dialect  of  them  tme; 
and  very  strange  to  ns.    Like  that  of  an  Arab  Sheik  among 

1  Seyfarth,  iii.  16  n. 
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his  tribesmen ;  like  that  of  a  man  whose  authority  needs  no 
keeping  up,  but  is  a  Law  of  Nature  to  himself  and  everybody. 
He  permits  a  little  bantering  even ;  a  rough  joke  against  him- 
self if  it  spring  sincerely  from  the  complexion  of  the  fact 
The  poor  men  are  terribly  tired  of  this  work :  such  bivouack- 
ing, packing,  unpacking;  and  continual  waiting  for  the  tug 
of  battle,  which  never  comes.     Biscuits,  meal  are  abundant 
enough ;  but  flesh-meat  wearing  low ;  above  all,  no  right  sleep 
to  be  had.      Priedrich's   own  table,  I  should  think,  is  very 
sparingly  beset  ("  A  cup  of  chocolate  is  my  dinner  on  march- 
ingdays,"  wrote  he  once,  this  Season)  ;  certainly  his  Lodging, 
—  damp  ground,  and  the  straw  sometimes  forgotten, — is  none 
of  the  best.     And  thus  it  has  to  last,  night  after  night  and 
day  after  day.     On  September  8th,  G^eneral  Billow  went  out 
for  a  little  butcher's-meat ;  did  bring  home  ^'200  head  of  neat 
cattle  [I  fear,  not  very  fat]  and  300  sheep.'*  * 

London,  all  this  while,  is  laboring,  as  man  seldom  did,  to 
bring  Butturlin  to  the  striking  place ;  who  continues  flaccid, 
Loudon  screwing  and  rescrewing,  altogether  in  vain.  Loudon 
does  not  deny  the  difficulty ;  but  insists  on  the  possibility,  the 
necessity:  Councils  of  War  are  held,  remonstrances,  encour- 
agements. "  We  will  lend  you  a  Corps,"  answers  Butturlin ; 
''bat  as  to  our  Army  co-operating, — except  in  that  far-off 
way,  it  is  too  dangerous  ! "  Meanwhile  provisions  are  running 
low ;  the  time  presses.  A  formal  Plan,  presented  by  the  ar- 
dent Loudon,  —  Loudon  himself  to  take  the  deadlier  part,  — 
''Mark  it,  noble  Russian  gentlemen;  and  you  to  have  the 
easier ! "  —  surely  that  is  loyal,  and  not  in  the  old  cat's-paw 
way  ?  But  in  that,  too,  there  is  an  offence.  Butturlin  and 
the  Russians  grumble  to  themselves :  "  And  you  to  take  all 
tlje  credit,  as  you  did  at  Kunersdorf  ?  A  mere  adjunct,  or 
auxiliary,  we :  and  we  are  a  Feldmarschall ;  and  you,  what  is 
yonr  rank  and  seniority  ? ''  In  short,  they  will  not  do  it ; 
and  in  the  end  coldly  answer :  "A  Corps,  if  you  liko ;  but  the 
whole  Army,  positively  no."  Upon  which  Loudon  goes  home 
half  mad;  and  has  a  colic  for  eight-and-forty  hours.  This 
warn  September  2d ;  the  final   sour  refusal ;  —  nearly  heart- 

1  Tempelhof,  t.  17S. 
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qmesoent,  and  that  the  thing  is  Ofrer,  for  the  preaenL     One 
huge  peril  handsomeij  stared  airaj,  thoo^  so  man j  othecs 

impeDd. 

Bj  waj  of  aoeel^aiing  ButtnTiin,  Friedrich,  next  daj,  Sep- 
tember 11th,  despateh^  Greneral  Platen  with  some  S,000  (so  I 
▼ill  goess  them  from  TempeXhofs  ennn^ration  bj  battalions), 
to  get  round  the  flank  of  Bnttnrlin,  and  bom  his  MagMriiMHf. 
Platen,  a  Taliant  skiLfal  person,  did  this  business,  as  be  was 
apt  to  do,  in  a  shining  stjie ;  shot  dexteronsl j  forward  by  the 
skirtB  of  Bntturlin ;  heard  of  a  big  Wa^emAury  or  Trarelling 
Magazine  of  his,  at  Gostjit  orer  the  Polish  Frontier ;  in  fact, 
liis  trarelling  bread-basket,  arranged  as  ^  Wagon-fortieas "  in 
and  roond  some  Conrent  there,  with  trenches,  briek  wallsy 
cannon  and  defence  co&sid»ed  stroog  etMXi^  for  so  important 
a  neoessarj  of  the  road.    September  15th,  Platen,  before  codu 
crow,  burst  out  soddenlr  on  this  Wagon-^srtress,  widi  its 
eanniCHis,  trenches,  brkk  walls  and  defensire  Bossians ;  stonsed 
into  it  with  extraordinarj  fixrj :  ^  Ttxed  bajooetB,'^  ordered  he, 
at  the  main  porint  of  their  defenee,  ^  not  a  shoe  till  thej  are 
tomUed  oat !  ^  —  tumbled  them  out  aeeordxngij;  into  Ifight 
and  ruin;  took  of  pnsoiien  1J^45^  seren  eanaon,  azkd  burnt 
the  5,000  prorender  wagons,  which  was  the  sool  of  the  adren- 
tore;  and  directly  got  upon  the  rood  again.^    I>»t»*hmests 
of  him  then  fell  on  Poses^  on  Posen  and  other  fmall  Eaasiaii 
repositories   in    those    parts.  —  Iiay-magazraes,   hi3rTrrt-*tor*5S, 
soldiers'  nniforms :  distribcEted  or  burnt  the  same ;  — ^>m  pl^teij 
destroying  the  trarellmg  Kan^raack  or  general  road-oag  &i 
Bnttorlin;  a  Batturiin  that  will  har«^  to  hasten  forward  or 


Which  dooe.  Platen  ■  aot  -njtizis'  'ihe  King^i  new  orders,  hut 
anticipating  thi&m.  ztj  tne  Kimfi  zr^^ixsi  ^jnt/^ntmeTit:  niarrtheii 
instantly,  with  hst  bes  speefi  ami  ikilf.ile^t  ^x.rj:r,r:au^,  rA 
routes  and  ■ethrwifc.  not  car^  v.  ihe  Krng,  hnr.  on-rajr-i  v.nr47ds 
Ccdberg^ — (which,  he  kao'n.  la  r«^a«ii*m  *£Lill  izr.n.  v.  oe  m  /.rttt 
in  need  of  him  at  »»»5ieat:  ;  —  uii!  T~;-Iir.i;*  in  ir^.  •hon^rh 
begixt  all  the  way  by  a  anrrii'-anr*  -f  ^.■.«  '.^k.^  ir^:  ..f.\z  s#^r>pist 
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doing  their  utmost  upon  him,  arrived  there  September  25th  ^ 
victoriously  cutting  in  across  the  Besieging  Party:  and  will 
again  be  visible  enough  when  we  arrive  there.  Indignant 
Butturlin  chased  violently,  eager  to  punish  Platen ;  but  could 
get  no  hold :  found  Platen  was  clear  off,  to  Pommem,  —  on 
what  errand  Butturlin  knew  well,  if  not  so  well  what  to  do 
in  consequence.  "Reinforce  our  poor  Besiegers  there,  and 
again  reinforce  [to  enormous  amounts,  40,000  of  them  in  the 
end] ;  —  get  bread  from  them  withal :  —  and,  before  long,  flow 
bodily  thitherward,  for  bread  to  ourselves  and  for  their  poor 
sake ! "    That,  on  the  whole,  was  what  Butturlin  did. 

Friedrich  stayed  at  Bunzelwitz  above  a  fortnight  after 
Butturlin.  "Why  did  not  Friedrich  stay  altogether,  and 
wait  here  ?  "  said  some,  triumphantly  soon  after.  That  was 
not  well  possible.  His  Schweidnitz  Magazine  is  worn  low; 
not  above  a  month's  provision  now  left  for  so  many  of  us. 
The  rate  of  sickness,  too,  gets  heavier  and  heavier  in  this 
Bunzelwitz  Circuit.  In  fine,  it  is  greatly  desirable  that  Lou- 
don, who  has  nothing  but  Bohemia  for  outlook,  should  be  got  to 
start  thither  as  soon  as  possible,  and  be  quickened  homeward. 
September  25th-26th,  Friedrich  will  be  under  way  again. 

And,  in  the  mean  while,  may  not  we  employ  this  fortnight 
of  quiescence  in  noting  certain  other  things  of  interest  to  him 
and  us,  which  have  occurred,  or  are  occurring,  in  other  parts  of 
the  Field  of  War  ?  Of  Henri  in  Saxony  we  undertook  to  say 
nothing ;  and  indeed  hitherto,  —  big  Daun  with  his  Lacys  and 
Reichsfolk,  lying  so  quiescent,  tethered  by  considerations 
(Daun  continually  detaching,  watching,  for  support  of  his 
Loudon  and  Russians  and  their  thrice-important  operation^ 
which  has  just  had  such  a  finish),  —  there  could  almost 
nothing  be  said.  Nothing  hitherto,  or  even  henceforth,  as 
it  proves,  except  mutual  vigilances,  multifarious  bickerings, 
manoBuvrings,  affairs  of  posts :  sharp  bits  of  cutting  (Seidlitz, 
Green  Kleist  and  other  sharp  people  there)  ;  which  must  not 
detain  us  in  such  speed.  But  there  are  two  points,  the  Britan- 
nio-French  Campaign,  and  the  Third  Siege  of  Oolberg ;  which 
in  no  rate  of  speed  could  be  quite  omitted. 


KlL~.if>  ^  .-- 
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eight  whole  days,  in  concert.'  What  continual  reconnoitring, 
galloping  about  of  high-plumed  gentlemen  together  or  apart ; 
what  memair-ing,  mutual  consulting,  beating  of  brains^  to  little 
purpose,  during  those  eight  days  I  — 

"  Ferdinand  stands  in  moory  difficult  ground,  length  of  him 
about  eight  miles,  looking  eastward ;  with  his  left  at  Yelling- 
hausen  and  the  Lippe ;  centre  of  him  is  astride  of  the  Ahse 
(centre  partly,  and  right  wing  wholly,  are  on  the  south  side 
of  Ahse),  which  is  a  branch  of  Lippe ;  and  in  front,  he  has 
various  little  Hamlets,  Kirch-Denkern  [JTtrc^Denkem,  for 
there  are  three  or  four  other  Denkerns  thereabouts],  Schei- 
dingen,  Wambeln  and  others ;  and  his  right  wing  is  covered 
farther  by  a  quaggy  brook,  which  runs  into  the  above-said 
Ahse,  and  is  a  «t<^branch  of  Lippe.  At  most  of  these 
Villages  Ferdinand  has  thrown  up  something  of  earthworks : 
there  are  bogs,  rough  places,  woods ;  all  are  turned  to  advan- 
tage. Ferdinand  is  in  a  strongish,  but  yet  a  dangerous  posi* 
tion ;  and  will  give  difficulties,  and  does  give  endless  dubieties, 
to  these  high-plumed  gentlemen  galloping  about  with  their 
spy-glasses  for  eight  days.  One  possibility  they  pretty  soon 
discern  in  him :  His  left  flank  rests  on  Lippe,  yes ;  but  his 
right  flank  is  in  the  air,  has  nothing  to  rest  on;  — here  surely 
is  some  possibility  for  us  ?  A  strong  Position,  that  of  his ; 
but  if  driven  out  of  it  by  any  method,  he  has  no  retreat ;  is 
tumbled  back  into  the  angle  where  Ahse  and  Lippe  meet,  and 
into  the  little  Town  of  Hamm  there,  where  his  Magazine  is. 
What  a  fate  for  him,  if  we  succeed !  — 

"  Ferdinand,  by  the  incessant  reconnoitring  and  other  symp- 
toms, judges  what  is  coming ;  concludes  he  will  be  attacked  in 
this  posture  of  his ;  and  on  the  whole,  what  critics  now  reckon 
very  wise  and  very  courageous  of  him,  determines  to  stand 
his  chance  in  it.  The  consultations  of  Broglio  and  Soubise 
are  a  thing  unique  to  look  upon;  spread  over  volumes  of 
Official  Hecord,  and  about  a  volume  and  a  half  even  of  Baur- 
cetf  where  it  is  still  almost  amusing  to  read ;  ^  and  ending  in 

^  Mimoirti  Hutonqvet  fthat  is  to  say,  for  most  part,  Selection  of  Official 
F^>en)  MT  la  Gwart  qm  ks  Franfaia  ont  mmtenue  en  AlUmagne  depuU  1757 
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helpless  downbreak  on  both  parts.  Of  strategic  faculty  no- 
body sopposes  they  had  mnch,  and  nearly  all  of  it  is  in  Brog* 
lio;  Soobise  being  strong  in  Coart-favor  only.  Exquisitely 
polite  they  both  strive  to  be ;  and  under  the  exquisite  polite- 
ness, what  infirmities  of  temper,  splenetic  suspicions,  and  in 
fact  mutual  hatred  lay  hidden,  could  never  be  accurately 
known.  '  Attack  him,  Sunday  next ;  on  the  13th ! '  so,  at  the 
long  last,  both  of  them  had  said.  And  then,  on  more  reflec- 
tion, Broglio  afterwards  :  '  Or  not  till  the  15tli,  M.  le  Prince ; 
till  I  reocmnoitre  yet  again,  and  drive  in  his  outposts?' 
'  M.  le  Mar^chal's  will  is  always  mine :  Tuesday,  15th,  recon 
noitxe  him,  drive  him  in ;  be  it  so,  then ! '  answers  Soubise, 
with  extzeme  politeness,  —  but  thinking  in  his  own  mind  (or 
thought  to  be  thinking),  'Wants  to  do  it  himself,  or  to  get 
the  credit  of  doing  it,  as  in  former  cases ;  and  bring  me  into 
disgrace!'  Not  quite  an  insane  notion  either,  on  Soubise's 
part,  say  some  who  have  looked  into  the  Broglio-Soubise  Con- 
tn>%ersy  ;  —  which  far  be  it  from  any  of  us,  at  this  or  at  any 
time,  to  do.     Here  are  the  facts  that  ensued. 

*  Tm»day,  Jmly  15ik,  1761,  Broglio  reconnoitred  with  intea 
sity  aD  day,  drove  in  all  Ferdinand's  outposts ;  and  about  six 
in  the  evening  seeing  hope  of  surprise,  or  spurred  by  some 
notion  of  dcmig  the  feat  by  himself,  suddenly  burst  into 
onslaught  on  Ferdinand's  Position :  '  Vellinghansen  ycmder^ 
and  the  woody  strengths  about.  — oould  not  we  get  hold  of 
that ;  it  would  be  so  oonrement  to-morrow  morning ! '  Granfay 
and  the  English  are  in  camp  about  VeDinghansen ;  and  axe 
tiken  quite  on  the  sudden :  bat  they  drew  out  rapidly,  in  a 
state  of  bottled  indignation,  and  f  ought^  all  of  them,  —  Pem- 
brokers  Brigade  of  Horse.  Cavendish's  of  Foot,  Berg-Schottenj 
Maxwell's  Brigade  and  the  others,  in  a  highly  satisfactory 
way, — *mit  mmbeKhrtibUjrh^  TapferkeitJ  sajg  Hauvillon  on 
tins  oeeasxm  again.  Broglio  truly  has  burst  out  into  enor- 
cannonade,  musketade  and  caTalrj-work.  in  this  pait; 
at  it.  almost  four  hours,  —  a  furious-  ajud  espe- 


fm^mm  17€t :  ymt  M.  d«>  Bonrr^.  LikmUsujuit/ieu^iniJ  dw  Aninhk*  da  Hm  (S 
inBBi,FHii,  ITtS) ;  —  wcjctiulr  dcnjf ;  but  occupied,  twc^iiurds  <^  ity  viCb  tbif 
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oially  a  very  noisy  business,  charging,  recharging  through  th« 
woods  there ;  —  but,  met  in  this  manner,  finds  he  oan  make 
nothing  of  it ;  and  about  10  at  night,  leaves  off  till  a  new 

morning. 

"  Next  morning,  about  4^  Broglio,  having  diligently  warned 
Soubise  overnight,  recommenced ;  again  very  fiercely,  and 
witli  loud  cannonading  ;  but  with  result  worse  than  before. 
Ferdinand  overnight,  while  Broglio  was  warning  Soubise,  had 
considerably  strengthened  his  left  wing  here,  —  by  detach- 
ments from  the  right  or  Anti-Soubise  wing;  judging,  with 
good  foresight,  how  Soubise  would  act.  And  accordingly, 
while  poor  Broglio  kept  storming  forward  with  his  best  ability, 
and  got  always  hurled  back  again,  Soubise  took  matters  easy  ; 
^  had  understood  the  hour  of  attack  to  be '  so-and-so,  *  had  un- 
derstood '  this  and  that ;  and  on  the  whole,  except  summoning 
or  threatening,  in  the  most  languid  way,  one  outlying  redoubt 
(*  redoubt  of  Scheidingen ')  on  Ferdinand's  right  wing,  did 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  for  behoof  of  his  Broglio.  Who, 
hour  after  hour,  finds  himself  ever  worse  bested ;  —  those 
Granby  people  proving  *  indescribable '  once  more  [their  Wut- 
genau  also  witli  his  Hanoverians  not  being  absent,  as  they 
rather  were  last  night] ;  —  and  about  10  in  the  morning  gives 
up  the  bad  job ;  and  sets  about  retiring.  If  retiring  be  now 
permissible ;  which  it  is  not  altogether.  Ferdinand,  watching 
intently  through  his  glass  the  now  silent  Broglio,  discerns 
'Some  confusion  in  the  Mar^chal  yonder!'  —  and  orders  a 
general  charge  of  the  left  wing  upon  Broglio ;  which  consider* 
ably  quickened  his  retreat ;  and  broke  it  into  flight,  and  dis- 
tressful wreck  and  capture,  in  some  parts,  —  Regiment  Bau^ 
for  one  item,  falling  wholly,  men,  cannon,  flags  and  furniture, 
to  that  Maxwell  and  his  Brigade. 

"  Ferdinand  lost,  by  the  indistinct  accounts,  *  from  1,500  to 
2,000 : '  Broglio's  loss  was  '  above  6,000 ;  2,000  of  them  pris- 
oners.'  Soubise,  for  his  share,  *had  of  killed  24,'  —  O  you 
laggard  of  a  Soubise  !  ^    And  it  is  a  Battle  lost  to  Choiseul's 


1,  ii.  171-189 ;  Tempelhof,  v.  207-221 :  Boorcet,  ii  75  et  Mq.   In 
(Ti.  770-7SS-79S)  the  French  Accoant,  and  the  EDglith  (or 
AllMd),  with  Z;uu,  and  the  like.    Slight  Z^«r  from  Sir  BoberiMwivK^Mi 
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grand  Pair  of  Armies;  a  Campaign  checked  in  mid  volley; 
and  nothing  but  recriminations,  courts-martial,  shrieky  jargon- 
ings,  —  and  plain  incompatibility  between  the  two  Marcchaux 
de  France ;  so  that  they  had  to  part  company,  and  go  each  his 
own  road  henceforth.  Choiseul  remonstrates  with  them,  urges, 
encourages ;  writes  the  *  admirablest  Despatches ; '  to  no  pur- 
pose. *  How  ridiculous  and  humiliating  would  it  be  for  us, 
if,  with  Two  Armies  of  such  strength,  we  accomplished  noth- 
ing, and  the  whole  Campaign  were  lost  I '  writes  he  once  to 
them. 

"  Which  was  in  fact  the  result  arrived  at ;  the  two  Generals 
parting  company  for  this  Campaign  (and  indeed  for  all  others) ; 
and  each,  in  his  own  way,  proving  futile.     Soubise,  with  some 
30.000,  went  gasconading  about,  in  the  Westphalian,  or  ex- 
treme western  parts ;  taking  Embden  (from  two  Companies  of 
Chelsea  Pensioners;  to  whom  he  broke  his  word,  poor  old 
souls ;  —  to  whom,  and  much  more  to  the  Populations  there  *), 
— takhig  Embden,  no^  taking  Bremen  ;  and  in  fact  doing  noth- 
ing, except  keep  the  Gazetteers  in  vain  noise :  a  Soubise  not 
in  force,  by  himself,  to  shake  Ferdinand ;  and  who,  it  is  re- 
marked, now  and  formerly,  always  prefers  to  be  at  a  good  dis- 
tance from  that  Gentleman.    Broglio,  on  the  other  hand,  keeps 
violently  pulsing  out,  round  Ferdinand's  flanks  ;  taking  Wolf- 
enbiittel  (Broglio's  for  two  days),  besieging  Brunswick  (for 
one  day) ;  —  and,  in  short,  leaving,  he  too,  the  matter  as  he 
liad  found  it.     A  man  of  difficult,  litigious  temper,  I  should 
judge ;  but  clearly  has  something  of  generalship :  '  does  under- 
stand tactic,  if  strategy  not,^  said  everybody ;  '  while  Soubise, 

to  hu  Excellency  Papa,  now  at  Petersbnrg.  "  Excellency  first/'  as  we  nsed  to 
(ir&M  him,  fftandA  in  the  miserably  edited  Memoirs  and  CorresfHmdence  (Lon- 
'i^>o,  IS49),  i.  104-105;  and  may  tempt  yon  to  a  reading ;  but  alters  nothing, 
•diL*  little  or  nothing.  Sir  R.  fights  here  as  a  Colonel  of  Highlanders,  baft 
iherwuds  became  **  Excellency  second  "  of  his  name. 

*  LeUtr  from  a  French  Protestant  Gentleman  at  GrOningen ;  followed  by  ocm* 
innitoiT  T^^er  from  &c.  &c.  (copied  into  Cent!eman*s  Afagasine  for  1761),  giTS 
ipedil  details  of  the  altngrtbcr  r7fm-Soltikof  atrocities  perpetrated  by  Son- 
Uk*!  people  (donbtleHM  against  his  will)  on  the  recaldtimiit  or 
hMiiili,  on  the  Ac  Ac 
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in  both  capacities,  is  plain  zero  ! '  ^  The  end,  however,  was : 
next  Winter,  Broglio  got  dismissed,  in  favor  of  Soubise  j  — 
rest  from  shrieky  jargon  having  its  value  to  some  of  us^  and 
'hold  of  Hanover'  being  now  plainly  a  matter  hopeless  to 
France  and  us.'' 

In  this  Battle  a  fine  young  Prince  of  Brunswick  got  killed ; 
Erbprinz's  second  Brother  ;  —  leading  on  a  Regiment  of  Berg- 
SchoUefij  say  the  accounts.*  Berg-Schotten,  and  English  gen- 
erally, Pembroke's  Horse,  Cavendish's  Brigade,  —  we  have 
mentioned  their  behavior;  and  how  Maxwell's  Brigade  took 
one  whole  regiment  prisoners,  in  that  final  charge  on  Broglio. 
"What  a  glorious  set  of  fellows  I"  said  the  English  people 
over  their  beer  at  home.  Beer  let  us  fancy  it ;  at  the  sign  of 
Ths  Marquis  of  Grranby,  which  is  now  everywhere  prevalent 
and  splendent ;  —  the  beer,  we  will  hope,  good.  And  as  this  is 
a  thing  still  said,  both  over  beer  and  higher  liquors,  and  per- 
haps is  liable  to  be  too  much  insisted  on,  I  will  give,  from 
a  candid  By-stander,  who  knows  the  matter  well,  what  prob- 
ably is  a  more  solid  and  circumstantially  correct  opinion. 
Speaking  of  Ferdinand's  skill  of  management,  and  of  how  very 
composite  a  kind  his  Army  was,  Major  Mauvillon  has  these 
words :  — 

"  The  first  in  rank,"  of  Ferdinand's  Force,  "  were  the  Eng- 
lish ;  about  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  Army.  Braver  troops, 
when  on  the  field  of  battle  and  under  arms  against  the  enemy, 
you  will  nowhere  find  in  the  world :  that  is  a  truth ;  —  and 
with  that  the  sum  of  their  military  merits  ends.     In  the  first 

»  Excellency  Stanley  (see  infrh)  to  Pitt,  "Paris,  30th  July,  1761:"  in 
Thackeray,  ii.  561-562. 

*  "  The  Ufe  of  Prince  Albert  Henry  [had  lived  only  19  years,  poor  youth, 
not  much  of  a  "  Life  " ! — but  the  account  of  his  Education  is  worth  reading, 
from  a  respectable  Eye-witness]  of  Brunswich-Ltmelmry,  Brother  to  the  Heredi- 
tary Prince;  who  eo  eminently  4rc.  at  Yellinghausen  &c.  &c.  (London,  Printed 
for  &c.  1763).  Written  originally  in  German  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  HientsaJem" 
(Father  of  the "  Toung  Jerusalem  "  who  killed  himself  afterwards,  and  bcr 
jcame,  in  a  senile,  Qoetbe'i  Werther  and  Sanvwt),  Price,  probably.  Two* 
pence. 
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place,  their  Infantry  consists  of  such  an  unselected  hand-oTer- 
head  miscellany  of  people,  that  it  is  highly  difficult  to  pre- 
serve among  them  even  a  shadow  of  good  discipline/' — of 
Mannszuchty  in  regard  to  plunder,  drinking  and  the  like ;  does 
not  mean  KriegszucIU,  or  drill.  "  Their  Cavalry  indeed  is  not 
so  constituted ;  but  a  foolish  love  for  their  horses  makes  them 
utoaishingly  plunderous  of  forage ;  and  thus  they  exhaust  a 
district  far  faster  in  that  respect  than  do  the  Germans. 

^Ofi&cers'  Commissions  among  them  are  all  had  by  purchase : 
from  which  it  follows  that  their  Officers  do  not  trouble  their 
beads  about  the  service ;  and  understand  of  it,  very  very  few 
excepted,  absolutely  nothing  whatever  [what  a  charming  set 
of  ^Officers"!] — and  this  goes  from  the  Ensign  up  to  the 
GeneraL    Their  home-customs  incline  them  to  the  indulgences 
of  life ;  and,  nearly  without  exception,  they  all  expect  to  have 
ample  and  comfortable  means  of  sleep.     [Hear,  hear !  ]    This 
leads  them  often  into  military  negligences,  which  would  sound 
incredible,  were  they  narrated  to  a  soldier.     To  all  this  is 
added  a  quiet  natural  arrogance  ( Uebermuth)^^  —  very  quiet, 
mostly  anconscious,  and  as  if  inborn  and  coming  by  discern- 
ment of  mere  facts,  —  ^^  which  tempts  them  to  despise  the 
enemj  as  well  as  the  danger ;  and  as  they  very  seldom  think 
of  making  any  surprisal  themselves,  they  generally  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  enemy  will  as  little. 

"Tlus  arrogance,  however,  had  furthermore  a  very  bad  con- 
•equence  for  their  relation  to  the  rest  of  the  Army.  It  is  well 
tiown  how  much  these  people  despise  all  Foreigners.  This  of 
itself  renders  their  co-operating  with  Troops  of  other  Nations 
Tery  difficult  But  in  this  case  there  was  the  circumstance 
^  as  the  Army  was  in  English  pay,  they  felt  a  strong  ten- 
dency to  regard  their  fellow-soldiers  and  copartners  as  a  sort 
of  subordinate  war-valets,  who  must  be  rea<ly  to  put  up  with 
anything :  —  which  was  far  indeed  from  being  the  opinion  of 
the  others  concerned !  The  others  hml  not  the  smallest  notion 
of  ooDsenting  to  any  kind  of  inferior  treatment  or  considera- 
Hon  in  respect  of  them.  To  the  Hanoverians  especially,  from 
known  political  feelings,  they  were  at  heart,  for  most  part, 
indisposed ;  and  this  mode  of  thinking  was  capable 
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of  leading  to  very  dangerous  outbreaks.  The  HaaoYenanSi  a 
dull  steady  people^  brave  as  need  be^  but  too  slow  for  anything 
but  foot  service,  considered  silently  this  War  to  be  their  War, 
and  that  all  the  rest,  English  as  well,  were  here  on  their  [and 
Britannic  Majesty's]  account. 

''Think  what  difficulties  Ferdinand's  were,  and  what  his 
merit  in  quietly  subduing  them;  while  to  the  cursory  ob- 
server they  were  invisible,  and  nobody  noticed  them  bat 
himself ! "  * 

Yes,  doubtless.  He  needed  to  know  his  kinds  of  men ;  to  re- 
gard intensely  the  chemic  afi&nities  and  natural  properties,  to 
keep  his  phosphorescents,  his  nitres  and  charcoals  well  apart ; 
to  get  out  of  these  English  what  they  were  capable  of  giving 
him,  namely,  heavy  strokes,  —  and  never  ask  them  for  what 
they  had  not :  them  or  the  others ;  but  treat  each  according 
to  his  kind.  Just,  candid^  consummately  polite  :  an  excellent 
manager  of  men,  as  well  iS  of  war-movements,  though  Vol- 
taire found  him  shockingly  defective  in  esprit.  The  English, 
I  think,  he  generally  quartered  by  themselves  ;  employed 
them  oftenest  under  the  Hereditary  Prince,  —  a  man  of  swift 
execution  and  prone  to  strokes  like  themselves.  ''Oftenest 
under  the  Erbprinz,"  says  Mauvillon :  "  till,  after  the  Fight 
of  Kloster  Kampen,  it  began  to  be  noticed  that  there  was  a 
change  in  that  respect;  and  the  mess-rooms  whispered,  'Bj 
accident  or  not  ? ' "  —  which  shall  remain  mysterious  to  me. 
In  Battle  after  Battle  he  got  the  most  unexceptionable  sa- 
bring and  charging  from  Lord  Granby  and  the  difficult  Eng- 
lish element ;  and  never  was  the  least  discord  heard  in  his 
Camp ; —  nor  could  even  Sackville  at  Minden  tempt  him  into 
a  loud  word. 

But  enough  of  English  soldiering,  and  battling  with  the 
French.  For  about  two  months  prior  to  this  of  Velling- 
hausen,  and  for  more  than  two  months  after,  there  is  going 
on,  by  special  Envoys  between  Pitt  and  Choiseul,  a  lively 
Peace-Negotiation,  which  is  of  more  concernment  to  us  than 
any  Battle.    ''Congress  at  Augsburg"  split  upon  formalitieSi 

1  MaaTQloii,  ii.  270-272. 
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ptdJTiriTiae,  utd  nerer  e-na  tried  to  meet:  l>ut  Fnnce  and 
FBglnnd  an  aotniUy  bosy.  Each  Country  has  sent  its  £iiToy : 
Sk  Sienr  de  Bossy,  a,  tricky  gentleman,  known  here  of  old, 
■  Chaiseol's,  vhou  Pia  is  on  his  gatrd  against ;  "  Uj .  Haas 
Stsnl^,'^  X  livd.y,  eieaF«igbted  person,  of  whom  I  could  noTer 
hear  dflewbexe.  is  Pitt's  at  Paris :  and  it  is  in  that  City, 
between  Cboiseal  and  Stanley,  with  Pitt  warily  and  loftily 
pre«iding  in  the  distautoe^  tfuU.  the  main  stress  of  the  Vego 
laHcn  Ike.  Pitt  is  lofty,  hau^ty,  bat  very  fine  and  noble ; 
DO  King  cv  Kaiser  oonld  be  more.  Sincere,  severe,  though  most 
■oftahinisg ;  high,  earnest,  steady,  like  the  stars.  Artful 
(Aotaral,  again,  flashes  oat  in  a  cheerily  exuberant  way ;  and 
Stanley's  Deepatehes  aboat  Ohoiseol  ("  ce  Jim  pUut  tTetprit," 
m  Aiedrich  onoe  uhristens  him),  alx>ut  Choiseol  and  the 
Viaooe  tben  roond  t'''",  and  the  effects  of  V*l  I  itighftiiiMn  in 
society  and  the  like, — are  the  liveliest  reading  one  almost 
anywhere  meets  with  in  that  kind.*  Choisenl  frankly  admits 
that  be  has  oome  to  the  worst :  ready  tot  oonoessions,  bat  tlie 
qaestioD  is.  What  ?  Canada  is  gone,  for  instanoe ;  of  Canada 
joo  will  allow  OS  nothing :  but  onr  poor  Fisber-people,  toiling 
in  tbe  Kewfoondland  waters,  cannot  they  have  a  rock  to  dry 
Hknr  fish  on ;  "  Isle  of  Uiqnelon,  or  the  like  ?  "  "  Not  the 
breadth  of  a  blanket,"  —  that  is  Pitf  s  private  expression,  I 
believe ;  and  for  certain,  that,  in  polite  official  language,  is  his 
inexorable  determination.  "  Too  shall  go  home  out  of  those 
Coontries,  Ueeaiears ;  America  is  to  be  English  or  Fankee,  not 
/VwN^cee ;  that  has  turned  out  to  be  the  Decree  of  Heaven; 
and  we  will  stand  by  that." 

So  that  Choiseol  booh  satisfies  himself  it  will  be  a  hard 
bargain,  this  with  Pitt;  and  tarns  the  more  assiduously  to 
the  Majesty  of  Spain  (Baby  Carlos,  ooz  old  friend,  who  has 
sore  grudges  of  his  own  against  the  English,  standing  grier- 
ance  of  Campeachy  Logwood,  of  bitter  Kaples  reminiscences, 
n^  enough  dse),  tarns  to  Baby  Carlos,  time  after  time,  with 
bis  pathetic  "See,  yonr  Most  Catholic   Majesty!"     And  by 

1  la  Tkodbrajr,  t  M»-6T9,  and  «q>ecull;  li  SS0-6S6.  ii  tbe  StanlAj-uid- 
nttOoawpoadaoM:  Stanlej  vent "  9Sd  MK7 ;"  ntonied  (got  hu  psMporM 
^  iniiiiint]  "  September  SOth." 
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rapid  degrees  induces  Most  Catholic  Majesty  to  go  wholly 
into  the  adventure  with  Most  Christian  Ditto; — and  to  say, 
at  length,  or  to  let  Choiseul  say  for  him,  by  way  of  cautious 
firstwstep  (16th  July,  a  date  worth  remembering,  if  the  reader 
please) :  "  Might  not  Most  Catholic  Majesty  be  allowed  per- 
haps to  mediate  a  little  in  this  Business  ?  "  "  Most  Catholic 
Majesty  I "  answers  Pitt,  with  a  flash  as  if  from  the  empyrean : 
"Who  sent  for  Most  Catholic  Majesty?"  —  and  the  matter 
catches  fire,  totally  explodes,  and  Spain  too  declares  War ;  in 
what  way  is  generally  known. 

Details  are  not  permitted  us.  The  Catastrophe  we  shall 
give  afterwards,  and  can  here  say  only :  First,  That  old  Earl 
Marischal,  Friedrich's  Spanish  Envoy,  is  a  good  deal  in  Eng- 
land, coming  and  going,  at  this  time,  —  on  that  interesting 
business  of  the  Kintore  Inheritance,  doubtless,  —  and  has  been 
beautifully  treated.  Been  pardoned,  disattainted,  permitted 
to  inherit,  —  by  the  King  on  the  instant,  by  the  Parliament 
so  soon  as  possible;^  —  and  is  of  a  naturally  grateful  turn. 
Secondly,  That  in  the  profoundest  secrecy,  penetrable  only  to 
eyes  near  at  hand  and  that  see  in  the  dark,  a  celebrated 
Bourbon  Family  Compact  was  signed  (August  16th,  1761,  ten 
days  before  the  digging  at  Bunzelwltz  began),  of  which  the 
first  news  to  the  Olympian  man  (conveyed  by  Marischal,  as  is 
thought)  was  like  —  like  news  of  dead  Pythons  pretending 
to  revive  upon  him.  And  thirdly,  That,  postponing  the  Catas- 
trophe, and  recommending  the  above  two  dates,  Ibth  July, 
Ibth  August^  to  careful  readers,  we  must  hasten  to  Colberg 
for  the  present. 

Third  Siege  of  Colberg. 

Readers  had,  some  while  ago,  a  flying  Note,  which  we  prom- 
ised to  take  up  again ;  about  Tottleben's  procedures,  and  a 
Third  Siege  of  Colberg  coming.  Siege,  we  have  chanced  to 
see,  there  accordingly  is,  and  a  Platen  gone  to  help  against 

1  King's  Patent  ia  of  "  30th  April,  1760  [dated  29th  May,  1759],  Act  of  Pai^ 
liament  to  foUow  shortly ; "  "  August  16th,  1760,  Act  having  passed,  is  Maris* 
chal's  public  Presentation  to  his  Majesty  (late  Majesty) :  Old  Gazettes  in 
CrOittaan't  Magaxim  (for  1760),  xjlx.  201, 392 
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it.  Siege,  after  infinite  delays  and  haggles,  has  at  length 
camej  —  nncommonly  vivid  during  the  final  days  of  Bunzel- 
witz; — and  is,  and  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  much  in 
the  King's  thoughts.  Probably  a  matter  of  more  concernment 
to  him,  before,  during  and  after  Bunzelwitz  (though  the  Pitt 
Catastrophe,  going  on  simultaneously,  is  still  more  important, 
if  he  knew  it),  than  anything  else  befalling  in  the  distance. 
Let  us  now  give  a  few  farther  indications  on  that  matter. 

Truoe  between  Werner  and  Tottleben  expired  May  12th ; 
but  for  five  weeks  more  nothing  practical  followed;  except 
diligent  reinforcing^  revictualling  and  extraordinary  fortify- 
ing of  Colberg  and  its  environs,  on  the  Prussian  port, '— 
Eogen  of  WOrtemberg,  direct  from  Boetock  and  his  Aati- 
Swede  business,  Eugen  12,000  strong,  with  a  Werner  and 
other  such  anumg  them,  taking  head  charge  outside  the  walls; 
old  Heyde  again  as  Commandant  within :  while  cm  the  Biuk 
sian  part^  under  Greneral  Bomanzow,  there  is  a  most  tortotfe' 
likeadvaDce, — except  that  the  tortoise  carries  all  his  resoaroet 
with  him,  and  Bomanzow's,  multifarious  and  enormous,  are 
scattered  over  seas  and  lauds,  and  need  endless  waiting  for, 
in  the  intervals  of  crawling: 

This  is  the  Bomanzow  who  failed  at  Colberg  otu»  alreadj 
(on  the  heel  of  Zomdorf  in  1758,  if  readers  recollect) ;  and  i« 
the  more  bound  to  be  successful  now.  From  sea  and  from 
land,  for  five  weeks,  there  is  rumor  of  a  Eomaaar/w  in  over^ 
whelming  foree,  and  with  intentions  very  fzauxu  upoo  Colh^trg^ 
—  upon  the  ou^tosts,  under  Werner,  as  first  point.  Fiv^  w#(dbl 
went,  before  anything  of  Bnmanzow  was  visible  ev<m  to  W«trxMr 
(22d  June,  at  Coslin,  forty  miles  to  <»aiitward) ;  xfu^  whuth  hm 
advance  (such  waiting  for  the  ships,  for  tb^  artiHi^rii^;  th^  tfci# 
and  the  that)  was  slower  diaa  ev<»r ;  ami  for  aV^nt  ^g^it  w^^dkj 
more,  he  haggles  along  ^irough  Coelin,  thron^^  (yaiin^  VMg^A 
again,  flowing  dowiy  tarwixd  wgon  Werner'^  ontp#yits,  libi  a 
■ywifi  ^aekr  with  m  nbhikiutn ;  cr  liki^  a  tl/>w  Ixirn^Ad^  ^^ 
%  great  deal  of  smoke  <xi  eaiih  iide  of  him  ^^vnrin^^  t/,  thu^  (!/0^ 
aaAaX  »  «hbL  Somanaow'i  ym^spitfm  is  ^A  "^i^  tl/'»w<^, ,  aiui 
it  M  not  tOI  Atigmt  VMx  xhat  hfi  ynifXifisiL'j  ^(ffm  ^mi^^m^^  ^ 
CadiB,  Belgvd  aad  dioee  oacpMtii  on  t^  ir«atmX0t  SUf^,  md 
3L3     ToLT 
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comes  within  sight  of  Golberg  and  his  problem.  By  which 
time,  he  finds  Eugen  of  Wiirtemberg  encamped  and  intrenched 
still  ahead  of  him,  stiQ  nearer  Golberg,  and  likely  to  give  him 
what  they  call  "de  la  tablaiure,''  or  extremely  difficult  mnsio 
to  play. 

**  It  was  on  August  19tA  [very  eve  of  Friedrich's  going  into 
Bunzelwitz]  that  Eomanzow,  —  Werner,  for  the  sake  of  those 
poor  Towns  he  holds,  generally  retiring  without  bombardment 
or  utter  conflagration,  —  had  got  hold  of  Corlin  and  of  the 
River  Persante  [with  "  Quetzin  and  Degow,"  if  anybody  knew 
them,  as  his  main  posts  there]  :  and  was  actually  now  within 
sight  of  Colberg,  —  only  7  or  8  miles  west  of  him,  and  a  river 
more  or  less  in  his  way :  —  when,  singular  to  see,  Eugen  of 
Wiirtemberg  has  rooted  himself  into  the  ground  farther  in- 
ward, environing  Colberg  with  a  fortified  Camp  as  with  a 
second  wall ;  and  it  will  be  a  difiS.oult  problem  indeed  I 

''But  Sea  Armaments,  Swedish-Russian,  with  endless  siege- 
material  and  red-hot  balls,  are  finally  at  hand ;  and  this  pitiful 
Golberg  must  be  done,  were  it  only  by  falling  flat  on  it,  and 
smothering  it  by  weight  of  numbers  and  of  red-hot  iron.  The 
day  before  yesterday,  August  17th,  after  such  rumoring  and 
such  manoeuvring  as  there  has  been,  six  Russian  ships-of-war 
showed  themselves  in  Colberg  Roads,  and  three  of  them  tried 
some  shooting  on  Heyde's  workpeople,  busy  at  a  redoubt  on 
the  beach ;  but  hit  nothing,  and  went  away  till  Romanzow 
himself  should  come.  Romanzow  come,  there  is  utmost  de- 
spatch ;  and  within  the  eight  days  following,  the  Russian  ships, 
and  then  the  Swedish  as  well,  have  all  got  to  their  moorings, 
— 12  sail  of  the  line,  with  42  more  of  the  frigate  and  gunboat 
kind,  54  ships  in  all ;  —  and  from  August  24th,  especially  from 
August  28th,  bombardment  to  the  very  uttermost  is  going  on.* 
Bombardment  by  every  method,  from  sea  and  from  land,  con- 
tinues diligent  for  the  next  fortnight,  —  with  little  or  no 
result;  so  diligent  are  Eugen  and  veteran  Heyde. 

''  September  Ath.  The  Swedish-Russian  gunboats  have  been 
modh  shot  down  by  Heyde's  batteries  on  the  beach ;  no  suooeas 

1  TMBpdhof,  V.  311. 
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hid,  owing  to  Hejde  and  Engoi :  pi^ltiy  little  Oolbag  m 
ponible  u  Banaelwitz,  it  leesis?  'Doiiblfi  our  diligftftoiv 
thef^ore ! '  That  is  Eomanaow^  and  eTvrjbodj's  M&tiiiieiit 
hoe.  BamtMiuDw  cobms  closer  in,  September  4th ;  besieges  in 
form,  sinee  not  Colberg,  Engen's  Camj»,  or  bnnn  will  of  Oil* 
berg;  sad  there  rises  in  snd  round  tais  poor  little  Colbezg 
(tlOOO  balls  daily,  red-hot  and  other)  saoh  s  Tolcsnoss  sttraels 
the  eres  of  sD  the  world  thither. 

^  September  12^4.  News  yesterday  of  reinfaroement^  men 
Hid  proTender,  coming  from  Stettin ;  is  to  be  at  Treptow  on 
the  13th.  Werner,  night  of  the  11th,  stealthily  sets  oat  to 
meet  it,  it  in  the  first  plaee ;  then,  joined  with  it,  to  take  by 
ntnrard  a  certain  ineonTenient  battery,  which  Bomaniow  is 
building  to  westward  of  as,  ont  that  way ;  to  demolish  said 
battery,  and  be  generally  distressful  to  the  rear  of  Bomanaow, 
At  Tieptow,  after  his  difficult  nighfs  march,  Werner  is  rest* 
ing,  teenre  now  of  the  adrenture ;  —  too  contemptuous  of  his 
ibw  Russians,  as  appeared!  Who,  for  once,  surprise  him; 
tad,  at  and  round  Treptow,  next  morning,  Werner  finds  him* 
•elf  suddenly  in  a  most  awkward  predicament.  Werner,  one 
<tf  the  rapidest  and  stormiest  of  skilful  men,  plunged  Taliantly 
iato  the  affair;  would  still  have  managed  it^  they  say,  had  not, 
in  some  sudden  swoop,  —  charge,  or  something  of  critical  or 
▼ital  nature,  —  rapid  Werner's  horse  got  shot,  and  fallen  with 
bim;  whereby  not  only  the  charge  failed,  but  Werner  himself 
Wis  taken  prisoner.  A  loss  of  very  great  importance,  and 
^Toas  to  everybody :  though,  I  believe,  the  reinforcement 
tad  supply,  for  this  time,  got  mostly  through,  and  the  danger- 
OQs  battery  was  got  demolished  by  other  means.^  This  is 
Bfltnan  tow's  first  item  of  success,  this  of  getting  such  a  Werner 
inatohed  out  of  the  game  [and  sent  to  Petersburg  instead,  as 
we  shall  hear]  ;  and  other  items  fell  to  Bomanzow  thenceforth 
bf  the  aid  of  time  and  hunger. 

"  In  the  way  of  storming,  battering  or  otherwise  capturing 
Engen's  Camp,  not  to  speak  of  Hejde's  town,  Romanzow  finds. 
on  trial  after  trial,  that  he  can  do  as  good  as  nothing ;  and  bis 
imwieldy  sesrcomrades  (equinoctial  gales  coming  on  them,  too) 

1  8«7£tith,  Biyfayw,  iii.  3SS;  Tempelhof,  t.  Sli. 
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are  equally  worthless.  September  19th  [a  week  after  this  of 
Werner^  tenth  day  after  Bunzelwitz  had  ended]^  Romanzow 
made  his  fiercest  attempt  that  way ;  fiercest  and  last :  furious 
extremely^  from  2  in  the  morning  onwards ;  had  for  some  time 
hold  of  the  important  '  Green  Eedoubt ; '  but  was  still  more 
furiously  battered  and  bayoneted  out  again^  with  the  loss  of 
above  3^000  men ;  and  tried  that  no  farther.  Impossible  by 
that  method.  But  he  can  stand  between  the  Eugen-Heyde 
people  and  supplies ;  and  by  obstinacy  hunger  them  out :  this, 
added  to  the  fruitless  bombardment,  is  now  his  more  or  less 
fruitful  industry. 

"  In  the  end  of  September,  the  effects  of  Bunzelwitz  are  felt : 
Platen,  after  burning  the  Butturlin  Magazine  at  Grostyn,  has 
hastened  hither ;  in  what  style  we  know.  Platen  arrives  25th 
September;  cuts  his  way  through  Eomanzow  into  Eugen's 
Gamp,  raises  Eugen  to  about  15,000 ;  ^  renders  Eugen,  not  to 
speak  of  Heyde,  more  impossible  than  ever.  Butturlin  did  truly 
send  reinforcements,  a  10,000,  a  12,000,  *  As  many  as  you  like, 
my  Eomanzow ! '  And,  in  the  beginning  of  October,  came  roll- 
ing thitherward  bodily ;  hoping,  they  say,  to  make  a  Maxen  of 
it  upon  those  Eugens  and  Platens :  but  after  a  fortnight's  sur- 
vey of  them,  found  there  was  not  the  least  feasibility ;  —  and 
that  he  himself  must  go  home,  on  the  score  of  hunger.  Which 
he  did,  November  2d ;  leaving  Eomanzow  reinforced  at  dis- 
cretion [40,000,  but  with  him  too  provisions  are  fallen  low], 
and  the  advice,  ^  Cut  off  their  supplies :  time  and  famine  are 
our  sole  chances  here ! '  Butturlin's  new  Eussians,  endless 
thousands  of  them,  under  Fermor  and  others,  infesting  the 
roads  from  Stettin,  are  a  great  comfort  to  Eomanzow.  Nor 
could  any  Eugen  —  with  his  Platens,  Thaddens,  and  utmost 
expenditure  of  skill  and  of  valor  and  endurance,  which  are 
still  memorable  in  soldier-annals,^  —  suffice  to  convey  pro- 
visions through  that  disastrous  Wilderness  of  distances  and 
difficulties. 

*  Tempelhof,  t.  850. 

^  Tagebuck  der  Untemehnumgen  de$  Platentehen  Corps  vom  September  6ti  iVo- 
vember  1761  (Sejfarth,  Beylagen,  iii.  32-76).  BeruJU  von  der  Uniemehmwtgem 
dee  UiaddeHeehen  Corps  vom  Jemier  bis  xum  December  1761  (ibid.  77-U7). 
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"From  Stettin,  which  lies  southwest,  through  Treptow, 
Gollnow  and  other  wild  little  Prussian  Towns,  is  about  100 
miles ;  from  Landsberg  south,  150 :  Friedrich  himself  is  well- 
nigh  300  miles  away ;  in  Stettin  alone  is  succor,  could  we  hold 
the  mtenrening  Country.  But  it  is  overrun  with  Russians, 
more  and  ever  more.  A  Country  of  swamps  and  moors,  winter 
darkness  stealing  over  it,  —  illuminated  by  such  a  volcano  as 
we  866 :  a  very  gloomy  waste  scene ;  and  traits  of  stubbont 
human  valor  and  military  virtue  plentiful  in  it,  with  utter 
hardship  as  a  constant  quantity ;  details  not  permissible  here, 
only  the  main  features  and  epochs,  if  they  could  be  indicated. 

^Th6  King  is  greatly  interested  for  Colberg;  sends  orders 
to  collect  from  every  quarter  supplies  at  Stettin,  and  strain 
erery  nerve  for  the  relief  of  that  important  little  Haven. 
Which  is  done  by  the  diligent  Bevem,  the  collecting  part ; 
could  only  the  conveying  be  accomplished.  But  endless  Bus- 
nans  are  afield,  Fermor  with  a  15,000  of  them  waylaying ;  the 
conveyance  is  the  difficulty.'*  * 

But  now  we  must  return  to  Bunzelwitz,  and  September  25th^ 
in  Head-quarters  there. 


CHAPTEE  VIIL 

UniDOV  POUHCE8  UPON  SGHWEIDNITZ  ONE  NIGHT   (LAST  OV 

SEPTEMBEB,    1761). 

b  was  September  25th,  more  properly  26th,*  when  Fried- 
nch  quitted  Bunzelwitz ;  we  heard  on  what  errand.  Early 
that  morning  he  marches  with  all  his  goods,  first  to  Pilzen 
(that  fine  post  on  the  east  side  of  Schweidnitz) ;  and  from 
ttai^  straightway,  —  southwestward,  two  marches  farther,  —  to 

1  Bmek  VM  dm  Untemehmungen  der  Wwrtembergischen  Corps  in  Pommem, 
mm  Ma§  1761  hi$  tketadier  1761  (Seyfarth,  Beylagen,  ilL  U7-258).  Temped 
Hv-Sl»->M.    J5Mfo-(%idUcftte,  tL  669-708. 

*  Tli^aDioi;  T.  8S7. 
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Neisse  neighborhood  (Gross-Nossen  the  name  of  the  i>lace) ; 
Loudon  making  little  dispute  or  none.  In  Neisse  are  abun- 
dant Magazines :  living  upon  these,  Friedrich  intends  to  alarm 
Loudon's  rearward  oountry,  and  draw  him  towards  Bohemia. 
As  must  have  gradually  followed;  and  would  at  onee, — had 
Loudon  been  given  to  alarms,  which  he  was  not.  Loudon, 
very  privately,  has  quite  different  game  afield.  Loudon  merely 
detaches  this  and  the  other  small  Corps  to  look  after  Fried- 
rich's  operations,  which  probably  he  believes  to  be  only  a  feint : 
—  and,  before  a  week  passes,  Friedrich  will  have  news  he  little 
expects  I 

Friedrich,  pausing  at  Gross-Kossen,  and  perhaps  a  little  sur- 
prised to  find  no  Loudon  meddling  with  him,  pushes  out|  first 
one  party  and  then  another,  —  Dalwig,  Btilow,  towards  Lands- 
hut  Hill-Coimtry,  to  threaten  Loudon's  Bohemian  roads;  — 
who,  singular  to  say,  do  not  hear  the  least  word  of  Loudon 
thereabouts.  A  Loudon  strangely  indifferent  to  this  new  En- 
terprise of  ours.  On  the  third  day  of  Gross-Kossen  (Friday, 
October  2d),  Friedrich  detaches  General  Lentulus  to  rearward, 
or  the  way  we  came,  for  news  of  Loudon.  Bearward  too,  Len- 
tulus sees  nothing  whatever  of  Loudon :  but,  from  the  rumor 
of  the  country,  and  from  two  Prussian  garrison-soldiers,  whom 
he  found  wandering  about,  —  he  hears,  with*horror  and  amaze- 
ment, That  Loudon,  by  a  sudden  panther-spring,  the  night 
before  last,  has  got  hold  of  Schweidnitz  :  now  his  wholly,  since 
5  A.M.  of  yesterday ;  and  a  strong  Austrian  garrison  in  it  by 
this  time !  That  was  the  news  Lentulus  brought  home  to  his 
King ;  the  sorest  Job's-post  of  all  this  War. 

Truly,  a  surprising  enterprise  this  of  Loudon's ;  and  is  allowed 
by  everybody  to  have  been  admirably  managed.  Loudon  has 
had  it  in  his  head  for  some  time ;  —  ever  since  that  colic  of 
forty-eight  hours,  I  should  guess ;  upon  the  wrecks  of  which 
it  might  well  rise  as  a  new  daystar.  He  kept  it  strictly  in 
his  own  head ;  nobody  but  Daun  and  the  Kaiser  had  hint  of  it^ 
both  of  whom  assented,  and  agreed  to  keep  silence. 

"On  Friedrich's  removal  towards  Keisse  and  threatening  of 
Bohemia,"  says  my  Note  on  this  subject,  "  Loudon's  time  had 


a      l..V_       — 
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Friediich  had  disappeared  to  south  westward,  Saturday, 
September  2Gth :  '  Grone  to  Pilzen,'  reported  Loudon's  scouts ; 
'leste  there  OTer  Sunday.  Grone  to  Sigeroth,  28th ;  gone  to 
Grov-Xoasen,  Taesday,  September  29tk'  ^  That  will  do,  thinks 
London ;  who  has  sat  immovable  at  Kunzendorf  all  this  while ; 
— ind,  Wednesday,  30thy  instantly  proceeds  to  business. 

'Dnws  oaty  about  10  a.m.  of  Wednesday,  all  round  Schweid* 
mtz  at  some  miles  distance,  a  ring,  or  complete  girdle,  of 
Ctail-Ccfisaek  people ;  blocking  up  every  path  and  road  ;  ^  No- 
body to  pas,  this  day,  towards  Schweidnitz,  much  less  into  it, 
oa  my  pretext.'  That  is  the  duty  of  the  Croat  people.  To 
aaother  aetire  Officer  he  intrusts  the  task  of  colle^ing  f  nym 
^  iieigJibQring  Villages  (outside  the  Croat  girdle;  as  many 
Udeti.  planks  and  the  like,  as  will  be  requisite ;  wbkh  also 
M  paneCaaHy  done.  For  the  Attairk  itself,  which  Im  iff  \m 
VonCold.  oar  picked  Officers  are  chosen^  with  th^  20  Iffrift 
BittiHops  in  the  Army :  Czemkhef  is  apfivi^i^ ;  whf*  warvbly 
and  often  everr  help :  —  *  fSfJfff  fA  jfmt  Gt»«wli#?nt/ 
London ;  '  DO  more*  ^MSHtAfAJ    \jrf^Xii%  ^txt^a^^^m^x^ 

tke  tiae&  ibe  frrgnE'ratniTOT,  thn  i&/oiHt  ^  a  ^^siUf^ 

mo  Fnfidr5db  fesojd  ^t»-  •5cgi»-  hf^jfc^ 

4  m  iJbe-  mSsKcwFjfM^  aZ  t&^  dapna^iuf  iseA  hiaaifik&iifjM^ 

hmiat  wy  I'yniyii  tt&tfr  Tj!<'(i5n;ft  2L  a^  5^-w  fferr  w^jf.'di ;  Wfbv/*^ 

"Si!-  Cir«c  cnLfr  irtt^inr  ira^uwvi    iu^m .♦ 

ii  JT^MW  sL  htm  MMU# 
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them ;  no  musketry  permitted  till  the  works  are  won.  Lou- 
don will  wait  at  the  Village  of  Schdnbrunn  [not  WarkotseKs 
SchonbrunUi  of  which  by  and  by,  and  which  also  is  not  far^], 
— at  Schonbrunn,  within  short  distance;  give  Loudon  notice 
when  you  are  within  600  yards; — there  shall,  if  desirable,  be 
reinforcements,  farther  orders.  Loudon  knows  Schweidnitz 
like  his  own  bedroom.  He  was  personally  there,  in  Leuthen 
time,  improving  the  Works.  By  nocturnal  Croat  parties,  in 
the  latter  part  of  Bunzelwitz  time ;  and  since  then,  by  desert- 
ers and  otherwise,  — he  knows  the  condition  of  the  G^arrison, 
of  the  Commandant,  and  of  every  essential  point.  Has  cal- 
culated that  the  Garrison  is  hardly  third  part  of  what  it  ought 
to  be,  —  3,800  in  whole,  and  many  of  them  loose  deserter 
fellows ;  special  artillery-men,  instead  of  about  400,  only  191 ; 
—  most  important  of  all,  that  Commandant  Zastrow  is  no 
wizard  in  his  trade ;  and,  on  the  whole,  that  the  Enterprise  is 
likely  to  succeed. 

'' Zastrow  has  been  getting  married  lately;  and  has  many 
things  to  think  of,  besides  Schweidnitz.  Some  accounts  say 
this  was  his  wedding-night,  —  which  is  not  true,  but  only  that 
he  had  meant  to  give  a  Ball  this  last  night  of  September ;  and 
perhaps  did  give  it,  dancing  over  before  2,  let  us  hope  !  Some- 
thing of  a  jolter-head  seemingly,  though  solid  and  honest.  I 
observe  he  is  a  kind  of  butt,  or  laughing-stock,  of  Friedrich's, 
and  has  yielded  some  gleams  of  momentary  fun,  he  and  this 
marriage  of  his,  between  Prince  Henri  and  the  King,  in  the 
tragic  gloom  all  round.*  Nothing  so  surprises  me  in  Friedrich 
as  his  habitual  inattention  to  the  state  of  his  Garrisons.  He 
has  the  best  of  Commandants  and  also  the  worst :  Tauentzien 
in  Breslau,  Heyde  in  Colberg,  unsurpassable  in  the  world ;  in 
Glatz  a  D'O,  in  Schweidnitz  a  Zastrow,  both  of  whom  cost  him 
dear.  Opposition  sneers  secretly,  *  It  is  as  they  happen  to 
have  come  to  hand.'  Which  has  not  much  truth,  though  some. 
Tauentzien  he  chose ;  D'O  was  Fouquet's  choice,  not  his ; 
2^trow  he  did  choose ;  Heyde  he  had  by  accident ;  of  Heyde 
he  had  never  heard  till  the  defence  of  Colberg  began  to  be  a 

1  See  ArehenhoUx,  ii.  287 ;  and  correct  hu  mifltek«  of  the  two  jUaoeSi 
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vodd's  vender.  And  in  regard  to  his  Grarrisons^  it  is  indis- 
l^tible  tbej  were  often  left  palpably  defective  in  quantity 
ud  qaaihtjj  and,  more  than  once,  fatally  gave  way  at  the 
wroDg  moment.  We  can  only  say  that  Friedrich  was  bitterly 
m  wuit  of  men  for  the  field ;  that  'a  Garrison-Begiment '  was 
itwijs  reckooed  an  inferior  article ;  and  that  Friedrich,  in 
tke  press  of  his  straits,  had  often  had  to  say:  'Well,  these 
[phhilj  Helote,  not  Spartans],  these  will  have  to  do ! '  For 
wloeli  he  severely  suffered:  and   perhaps  repented,  —  who 


'Zsstiow,  in  ^nte  of  Loudon's  precantionaiy  Girdle  of  Croats, 
ud  the  cares  of  a  coming  BalL  had  got  sufficient  inkling  of 
Wf  iliiiiii,  being  in  the  wind.  And  was  much  on  the  Walls 
an  day,  be  and  his  Officers ;  scanning  with  their  glasses  and 
tkir  guesses  the  surrounding  phenomena,  to  little  purpose. 
At  m^tit  he  sent  out  patrols ;  kept  sputtering  with  musketry 
mi  sn  oecasKMial  cannon  into  the  vacant  Harlnmag  (•  We  are 
ikrt^  joa  see.  Hen*  Loudon ! ').  In  a  word,  took  what  mea- 
mm  he  could,  poor  man;  —  very  stupid  measures,  thinks 
TcBprihol,  and  almost  worse  than  none,  especiaUy  this  fd 
^Ufiiiig  with  mnsketry; — and  hoped  always  there  would 
k  BO  Altarkj  or  ncoe  to  speak  oL  TilL  in  fine.  betwe<m  2  aoA 
3iathe  monuog.  his  patrols  gallop  in,  *  Anstrians  on  march!' 
md  Zastiow,  throwing  out  a  rocket  or  twou  descries  in  mo- 

that  die  Fact  is  verilv  here. 
His  4lrfenrf  (foor  ci  the  Five  sevml  FortA  altaeked  at 
t)  was  of  a  eonfosed  cftaracter ;  bet  letter  than  e/mM  have 
been  expected.    LnDdoci's  Cohaans  cazs^  ^xt  wi8£>  extraordinary 

:  iSwrnKii  the  OTcrrrjirkj  #rr*iTy. 

or  is.  rhk  yaIiT..-g  pdun  ^A  t^ra* 
rfCHjaedL  an  Vimik  pubws  vwixvf:  :r  tLrirti^ :  aaii 
had  a  mtdeimig  fSZTs^.  -:  i  t^stj  *]:La^\tsy>  rza^nrrr^v  st  Thi%  ^iant 
elemeBi.  So  paesam'  of  ic  =:i  i^  'jsa^  yjw^A^  •rx  zj/vhHtlL  z/flft^^ 
1m  one  plaee^  a  Fow»farAff,aria7^t*'  IJuxrw  iz  wrA  tt^^v::::  4fc\*'.  f/ 

mat  BC't^i*  ir^utw;;tn   <G 
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edly  upon  a  chasm  or  bridgeless  interstice  between  two  ram- 
parts; and  had  to  halt  suddenly,  —  till  (says  rumor  again, 
with  still  less  certainty)  their  Oi&cers  insisting  with  the  rear- 
ward part,  ^Forward,  forward!'  enough  of  front  men  were 
tumbled  in  to  make  a  roadway  I  This  was  the  story  current ;  ^ 
greatly  exaggerated,  I  have  no  doubt.  What  we  know  is. 
That  these  Russians  did  scramble  through,  punctually  perform 
their  part  of  the  work; — and  furthermore,  that,  having  got 
upon  the  Town-Wall,  which  was  finis  to  everything,  they 
punctually  sat  down  there ;  and,  reflectively  leaning  on  their 
muskets,  witnessed  with  the  gravity  and  dignity  of  antique 
sages,  superior  to  money  or  money's  worth,  the  general  plunder 
which  went  on  in  spite  of  Loudon's  orders. 

'^  For,  in  fine,  between  5  and  6,  that  is  in  about  three  hours 
and  a  half,  Loudon  was  everywhere  victorious ;  Zastrow, 
Schweidnitz  Fortress,  and  all  that  it  held,  were  Loudon's  at 
discretion  ;  Loudon's  one  care  now  was  to  stop  the  pillage  of 
the  poor  Townsfolk,  as  the  most  pressing  thing.  Which  was 
not  done  without  difficulty,  nor  completely  till  after  hours  of 
exertion  by  cavalry  regiments  sent  in.  The  captors  had  fought 
valiantly ;  but  it  was  whispered  there  had  been  a  preliminary 
of  brandy  in  them;  certainly,  except  those  poor  Eussians, 
nobody's  behavior  was  unexceptionable." 

The  capture  of  Schweidnitz  cost  Loudon  about  1,400  men ; 
he  found  in  Schweidnitz,  besides  the  Grarrison  all  prisoners  or 
killed,  some  240  pieces  of  artillery,  —  "  211  heavy  guns,  136 
nand-mortars,"  say  the  Austrian  Accounts,  ^'with  stores  and 
munitions  '^  in  such  quantities  ;  ^'  89,760  musket-cartridges, 
1,300,000  flints,"  •  for  two  items  :  —  and  all  this  was  a  trifle 
compared  to  the  shock  it  has  brought  on  Friedrich's  Silesian 
affairs.  For,  in  present  circumstances,  it  amounts  to  the 
actual  conquest  of  a  large  portion  of  Silesia;  and,  for  the 
first  time,  to  a  real  prospect  of  finishing  the  remainder  next 
Year.  It  is  judged  to  have  been  the  hardest  stroke  Friedrioh 
had  in  the  course  of  this  War.     "  Our  strenuous  Campaign,  on 

1  Archenholtz,  ii.  275.  * 

*  In  Heldeh'Gtickidae,  {n,  651-665)  tht  AQsirian  Account,  with  £tfCt  te^ 
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a  sudden  rendered  wind,  and  of  no  worth !  The  Enemy  to 
wioter  in  Silesia,  after  all ;  Silesia  to  go  inevitably,  —  and  life 
along  with  it ! "  What  Friedrich's  black  meditations  were, 
nobody  knows.  <'In  the  following  weeks  [not  close  following, 
bat  poor  Ktister  does  not  date],  the  King  fell  ill  of  gout,  saw 
almost  nobody,  never  came  out ;  and,  it  was  whispered,  the 
inflexible  heart  of  him  was  at  last  breaking ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  very  axis  of  this  Prussian  world  giving  wdy.  And  for 
certain,  there  never  was  in  his  camp  and  over  his  dominions 
such  a  gloom  as  in  this  October,  1761 ;  till  at  length  he  ap- 
peared on  horseback  again,  with  a  cheerful  face ;  and  every- 
body thought  to  himself,  '  Ha,  the  world  will  still  roll, 
then!'"* 

This  is  what  Loudon  had  done,  without  any  Russians,  ex- 
cept Bnssians  to  give  him  eight-and-forty  hours  colic,  and  put 
him  on  his  own  shifts.  And  the  way  in  which  the  E^riegs- 
hotrath,  and  her  Imperial  Majesty  the  Kaiserinn,  received  it, 
is  perhaps  still  worth  a  word.  The  Kaiser,  who  had  alone 
known  of  Loudon's  scheme,  and  for  good  reason  (absolute 
secrecy  being  the  very  soul  of  it)  had  whispered  nothing  of 
it  farther  to  any  mortal,  was  naturally  overjoyed.  But  the 
Olympian  brow  of  Maria  Theresa,  when  the  Kaiser  went  radi- 
ant to  her  with  this  news,  did  not  radiate  in  response ;  but 
gloomed  indignantly :  "  No  order  from  Kriegshof rath,  or  me ! " 
Indignant  Kriegshofrath  called  it  a  Croaten-streich  (Croat's- 
trick) ;  and  Loudon,  like  Prince  Eugen  long  since,  was  with 
difficulty  excused  this  act  of  disobedience.  Great  is  Author- 
ity ;  —  and  ought  to  be  divinely  rigorous,  if  (as  by  no  means 
ihrays  happens)  it  is  otherwise  of  divine  quality  ! 

Friedrioh's  treatment  of  Zastrow  was  in  strong  contrast  of 
ftyle.  Here  is  his  Letter  to  that  unlucky  Grentleman,  who  is 
liimself  clear  that  he  deserves  no  blame :  '^  My  dear  Major- 
General  von  Zastrow,  —  The  misfortune  that  has  befallen 
m%  IB  very  grievous ;  but  what  consoles  me  in  it  is,  to  see  by 
jour  Letter  that  you  have  behaved  like  a  brave  Officer,  and 

1  Kfirter,  LAata^Btttungen  Friedrichs  des  S^weyten  (Berlin,  1797),  p.  59  &c 
h  ii  tilt  iMM  iimoeent  reliable  Kfister  whom  we  cited,  in  Saldem's  case, 
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that  neither  you  nor  the  Gaxrison  have  brought  disgrace 
or  reproach  on  yourselves.  I  am  your  well-affectioned 
King,  —  Fbiedbich."  And  in  Autograph  this  Postscript : 
"  You  may,  in  this  occurrence,  say  what  Francis  I.,  after  the 
Battle  of  Pavia,  wrote  to  his  Mother  :  '  All  is  lost  except 
honor.'  As  I  do  not  yet  completely  understand  the  affidr, 
I  forbear  to  judge  of  it ;  for  it  is  altogether  extraordi* 
nary.  —  F."  * 

And  never  meddled  farther  with  Zastrow;  only  left  him 
well  alone  for  the  future.  "  Grant  me  a  Court-Martial,  then ! " 
said  Zastrow,  finding  himself  fallen  so  neglected,  after  the 
Peace.  "No  use,"  answered  Friedrich:  "I  impute  nothing 
of  crime  to  you ;  but  after  such  a  mishap,  it  would  be  danger- 
ous to  trust  you  with  any  post  or  command ; "  —  and  in  1766, 
granted  him,  on  demand,  his  demission  instead.  The  poor 
man  then  retired  to  Cassel,  where  he  lived  twenty  years  longer, 
and  was  no  more  heard  of.  He  was  half-brother  of  the  G^n- 
eral  Zastrow  who  got  killed  by  a  Pandour  of  long  range  (bullet 
through  both  temples,  from  brushwood,  across  the  Elbe),  in 
the  first  year  of  this  War. 


CHAPTER  DL 

TBAITOB   WABK0T8GH. 

Friedbich's  Army  was  to  have  cantoned  itself  round  Neisse, 
October  3d :  but  on  the  instant  of  this  fatal  Schweidnitz  news 
proceeded  (3d-6th  October)  towards  Strehlen  instead,  —  Fried- 
rich  personally  on  the  5th ;  —  and  took  quarters  there  and  in 
the  villages  round.  General  cantonment  at  Strehlen^  in  guard 
of  Breslau  and  of  Neisse  both;  Loudon,  still  immovable  at 
Kunzendorf,  attempting  nothing  on  either  of  those  places,  and 
carefully  declining  the  risk  of  a  Battle,  which  would  have  been 
Friedrich's  game :  all  this  continued  till  the  beginning  of  De- 

1  Militair-Lexikon,  iv.  305,  306  (Letter  undated  there ;  date  probably, 
" GroM-Noeeen,  October  3d"). 
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roads  to  Strehlen,  in  the  darkest  night:  'It  is  the  footpath 

which  goes  so-and-so  that  I  want '  (for  Friedrioh  knows  this 

C!oantrj  intimately :  readers  remember  his  world-famous  Gamp 

of  Strehlen,  with  all  the  diplomacies  of  Europe  gathered  there, 

through  summer^  in  the  train  of  MoUwitz).    '  Joy  Ihro  Mc^'estat, 

I  know  it  I '     *  Be  ready,  then,  at  4.' 

<^  Before  the  stroke  of  4,  Kappel  was  at  the  door,  on  Master's 
best  horse ;  the  King's  Groom  too,  and  led  horse,  a  nimble 
little  gray,  were  waiting.  As  4  struck,  Friedrich  came  down, 
Warkotsch  with  him.  ^  Unspeakable  the  honor  you  have  done 
my  poor  house!'  Besides  the  Eong's  Groom,  there  were  a 
Chamberlain,  an  Adjutant  and  two  mounted  Chasers  (reitende 
J&ger),  which  latter  had  each  a  lighted  lantern :  in  all  seven 
persons,  including  Kappel  and  the  King.  ^Go  before  us  on 
foot  with  your  lanterns,'  said  the  King.  Very  dark  it  was. 
And  overnight  the  Army  had  arrived  all  about ;  some  of  them 
just  coming  in,  on  different  roads  and  paths.  The  King  walked 
above  two  miles,  and  looked  how  the  Regiments  were,  without 
speaking  a  word.  At  last,  as  the  cannons  came  up,  and  were 
still  in  full  motion,  the  King  said :  '  Sharp,  sharp,  Bursche ; 
it  will  be  March  directly.'  'March  ?  The  Devil  it  will:  we 
are  just  coming  into  Camp ! '  said  a  cannonier,  not  knowing 
it  was  the  King. 

"The  Bang  said  nothing.  Walked  on  still  a  little  while; 
then  ordere(^  'Blow  out  the  lanterns;  to  horseback  now  I' 
and  mounted,  as  we  all  did.  Me  he  bade  keep  five  steps 
ahead,  five  and  not  more,  that  he  might  see  me ;  for  it  was 
very  dark.  Not  far  from  the  Lordship  Casserey,  where  there 
is  a  Water-mill,  the  King  asked  me,  *  Have  n't  you  missed  the 
Bridge  here  ? '  (a  King  that  does  not  forget  roads  and  topog- 
raphies which  may  come  to  concern  him  I) — and  bade  us 
ride  with  the  utmost  silence,  and  make  no  jingle.  As  day 
broke;  we  were  in  sight  of  Strehlen,  near  by  the  Farm  of  Trep- 
pendorf .  '  And  do  you  know  where  the  Kallenberg  lies  ? '  said 
the  King :  *  It  must  be  to  left  of  the  Town,  near  the  Hills ; 
bring  us  thither ! ' 

"When  we  got  on  the  Kallenberg,  it  was  not  quite  day; 
and  we  had  to  halt  for  more  light.    After  some  time  the  King 
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said  to  his  Oioom^ '  Give  me  my  perspective ! '  looked  ilowly 
all  round  for  a  good  while,  and  then  said,  'I  see  no  Aus* 
trians I'  — (ground  all  at  our  choice,  then;  we  know  where 
to  chooee!)  The  King  then  asked  me  if  I  knew  the  road 
to" — in  &ct,  to  several  places,  which,  in  a  Parish  History 
of  those  parts,  would  be  abundantly  interesting ;  but  must  be 
entirely  omitted  here.  .  •  .  ''The  King  called  his  Chamberlain; 
gave  some  sign,  which  meant  *  Beer-money  to  Kappel  I '  — » and 
I  got  four  eight-groschen  pieces  [three  shillings  odd ;  a  rich 
reward  in  those  days] ;  and  was  bid  tell  my  Master,  'That 
the  King  thanked  him  for  the  good  quarters,  and  tMOzed  him 
of  his  fovor.' 

^Biding  back  across  country,  Kappel,  some  four  or  five 
miles  hameward,  came  upon  the  'whole  Prussian  Army/ 
strag^ing  forward  in  their  various  Columna.  Two  Oeneral^ 
— one  of  them  Krusemark,  King's  Adjutant  [Colonel  Krui*' 
mark,  not  General,  as  Kappel  thinks,  who  came  to  know  him 
some  weds  after], —  had  him  brought  up :  to  whom  he  ff^0 
aeeount  of  himself,  how  he  had  been  eacoiUng  the  King,  and 
where  he  had  left  his  3Caje8ty.  ^Behind  Strehhm,  say  yoo? 
Breslaa  road  ?  Devil  knows  whither  we  shall  all  have  to  90 
yet!'  observed  Krusemari^  and  left  Kappel  free."^ 

In  thoae  weeks,  Colberg  Sieg*^  Pitt's  Catafltropbe  and  hit|h 
things  are  impending  or  eompieted,  elsewhere :  but  this  is  the 
one  thing  notieeahfe  hcreahocts.  In  regard  V>  Htr^^hkn^  aM 
Friedrieh'S  historj  ther«L  what  we  hare  to  s^y  tnmii  a«l  npiMi 
tins  Kappd  and  Wazkotseh:  acd.  —  after  mentuw;^  rm}f 
that  Friedziefifs  VidyTnr  ia  aoc  ::i  f^.r^]^^  yrtf^^  \fnX  \m 
WoiselwitL  a  vflla«  or  fascrb  alau-jfc  ialf  a  a:>i  'iff,  and  v<»y 
WfiijpnESiy  rnrieiL — w«  iar*  *a  iwr^rd  ar»  Adveator^  wliidl 
tiieB  matie  a  csaa  ^eal  cf  aoiae  in  the  w^rid. 

:  VJxrjchrxsa  'valy  oa^  <rf  frv4  ^ 

'Ji  ^  iua  -^  tAr>ie  >arvr;    ^Ar^>0^. 

7v;affPT  -pT'JKher,  s^  ▼*«  *  ^/*^ 

—  'V"^  ''^ry  1«,;  v»t;//>iM     A/i^ 
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improyedy  I  should  judge,  by  the  fact  that  Silesia  and  the  War- 
kotsch  connections  were  become  Prussian  since  this  jiinior 
entered  the  Austrian  Army.  The  junior  had  sown  his  wild 
oats,  and  was  already  getting  gray  in  the  beard,  in  that  dull 
manner,  when,  about  seven  years  ago,  his  Elder  Brother,  to 
whom  Friedrich  had  always  been  kind,  fell  unwell ;  and,  in 
the  end  of  1755,  died :  whereupon  the  junior  saw  himself  Heir ; 
and  entered  on  a  new  phase  of  things.  Quitted  his  Captaincy, 
quitted  his  allegiance ;  and  was  settled  here  peaceably  under 
his  new  King  in  1756,  a  little  while  before  this  War  broke  out. 
And,  at  Sohonbrunn,  October  5th,  1761,  has  had  his  Majesty 
himself  for  guest. 

Warkotsoh  was  not  long  in  riding  over  to  Strehlen  to  pay 
his  court,  as  in  duty  bound,  for  the  honor  of  such  a  Visit ; 
and  from  that  time,  Kappel,  every  day  or  two,  had  to  attend 
him  thither.  The  King  had  always  had  a  favor  for  War- 
kotsch's  late  Brother,  as  an  excellent  Silesian  Landlord  and 
Manager,  whose  fine  Domains  were  in  an  exemplary  condition ; 
as,  under  the  new  Warkotsch  too,  they  have  continued  to  be. 
Always  a  gracious  Majesty  to  this  Warkotsch  as  well ;  who  is 
an  old  soldier  withal,  and  man  of  sense  and  ingenuity ;  accepta- 
ble to  Friedrich,  and  growing  more  and  more  familiar  among 
Friedrich's  circle  of  Officers  now  at  Strehlen. 

To  Strehlen  is  Warkotsch's  favorite  ride ;  in  the  solitary 
country,  quite  a  charming  adjunct  to  your  usual  dull  errand 
out  for  air  and  exercise.  Kappel,  too,  remarks  about  this 
time  that  he  (Kappel)  gets  onc^  and  again,  and  ever  more  fre- 
quently, a  Letter  to  carry  over  to  Siebenhuben,  a  Village  three 
or  four  miles  off ;  the  Letter  always  to  one  Schmidt,  who  is 
Catholic  Curate  there ;  Letter  under  envelope,  well  sealed,  — 
and  consisting  of  two  pieces,  if  you  finger  it  judiciously. 
And,  what  is  curious,  the  Letter  never  has  any  address ;  Mas- 
ter merely  orders,  "Punctual;  for  Curatus  Schmidt,  you 
know!"  .What  can  this  be?  thinks  Kappel.  Some  secret, 
doubtless ;  perhaps  some  intrigue,  which  Madam  must  not 
know  of,  —  "  Achy  Herr  Baron  ;  and  at  your  age,  —  fifty,  I  am 
sore  I "    ELappel,  a  solid  fellow,  concerned  for  groom-business 
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alone,  ponctiially  carries  his  Letters;  takes  charge  of  the  Be- 
sponses  too,  which  never  have  any  Address ;  and  does  not 
too  mnch  trouble  himself  with  curiosities  of  an  impertinent 


To  these  external  phenomena  I  will  at  present  only  add  this 
internal  one :  That  an  old  Brother  Officer  of  Warkotsch's^  a 
Colonel  Wallis,  with  Hussars,  is  now  lying  at  HeinrichaUi  — 
say,  10  miles  from  Strehlen,  and  about  10  from  Schdnbrunn  too, 
or  a  mile  more  if  you  take  the  Siebenhuben  way ;  and  that 
all  these  missives,  through  Curatus  Schmidt,  are  for  Wallis 
the  Hussar  Colonel,  and  must  be  a  secret  not  from  Madam 
alooe!  How  a  Baron,  hitherto  of  honor,  could  all  at  once 
become  tmrpUsimusj  the  Superlative  of  Scoundrels  7  This  if 
even  the  reason, — the  prize  is  so  superlative. 

^  JUmda^  Ni^hi,  Xiwemher  30th,  1761  [night  bitter  cold],  Kap- 
pel  finds  himself  sitting  mounted,  and  holding  Kaster's  horse, 
in  Strdikn,  more  exactly  in  Woiselwitz,  a  suburb  of  Strehlen, 
near  the  King-'s  door,  —  Majesty's  travelling-coach  drawn 
out  there,  symbol  that  Strehlen  is  ending,  general  disrpartiine 
towards  Bifslin  now  ni^  X<A  to  Kappel's  sorrow  perhaps, 
waitiD^  in  the  oold  there.  K2pptl  waits,  hr/or  aft^rr  boor; 
Master  takm^  his  ease  with  the  Kings's  per/ple,  regardless  of 
the  hosses  and  me,  in  this  shivery  weather ;  —  ajikd  one  must 
not  walk  ahost  either,  for  dktiirbing  the  King-'i  sl^aep !  Sot 
tin  midni^  does  Master  esKTge,  and  the  fnisezzng  Kapf^  aad 
qyjMliiipeds  ^et  nader  way.  Uoier  way,  MaxsUr  bn^aks  o«t 
into  sagalar  talk  ahostt  the  Kiij^'§  k^grrfg:  W»  er^  aEny- 
thing  so  cawikf;  nothia^g  boEt  tw>  wssisn^  2&  ti^  K;j«g's 
asteroGsa;  t^  *<*"'  iZ  :h«&  wJ^^jfssk  XBOOi  v^  hfc  Wv^jie^wilr; 
dCrehka  ncs  snBL&£ae  :x  jasi  xzaz.  w:::^  ii:^z:r^^%  u-Ax;;^ 
but  woods,  hsig^  %0!am  leuL  i^Tif.  \L  ol  v,  H^.jl jv>^i  H//w 
easy  to  SBati^  cif  k»  yLi.fag:j '.     *  Cm.    Ov(tsf    W^^^jm.,  mj 

'Ai  SehiiimaL  a.  'aie   sir^n  irx^rt.  ILk^yr^..  iu^^   /'r^^s. 
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Master ;  had  to  go  at  last,  —  for  the  Church-service,  this  St. 
Andrew's  Eve.  And  only  think,  though  he  sat  with  My  Lady 
hours  and  hours,  he  left  this  Letter  with  me  .•  "  Give  it  to  your 
Husband,  for  my  Lord,  the  instant  they  come ;  and  say  I  must 
have  an  Answer  to-morrow  morning  at  7."  Left  it  with  me, 
not  with  My  Lady ;  — Mj  Lady  not  to  know  of  it ! '  *  Tush, 
woman!'  But  Frau  Kappel  has  been,  herself,  imappeasably 
running  about,  ever  since  she  got  this  Letter;  has  applied  to 
two  fellow-servants,  one  after  the  other,  who  can  read  writing, 
*  Break  it  up,  will  you!*  But  they  would  not.  Praotical 
Kappel  takes  the  Letter  up  to  Master's  room ;  delivers  it,  with 
the  Message.  *  What,  Curatus  Schmidt ! '  interrupts  My  Lady, 
who  was  sitting  there  :  '  Herr  Good-man,  what  is  that  ? ' 
'  That  is  a  Letter  to  me,'  answers  the  Good-man :  '  What 
have  you  to  do  with  it  ? '  Upon  which  My  Lady  flounces  out 
in  a  huff,  and  the  Herr  Baron  sets  about  writing  his  Answer, 
whatever  it  may  be. 

"Kappel  and  Frau  are  gone  to  bed,  Frau  still  eloquent  upon 
the  mystery  of  Curatus  Schmidt,  when  his  Lordship  taps  at  their 
door ;  enters  in  the  dark :  *  This  is  for  the  Curatus,  at  7  o'clock 
to-morrow ;  I  leave  it  on  the  table  here :  be  in  time,  like  a 
good  Kappel ! '  Kappel  promises  his  Unappeasable  that  he 
will  actually  open  this  Piece  before  delivery  of  it ;  upon  which 
she  appeases  herself,  and  they  both  fall  asleep.  Kappel  is  on 
foot  betimes  next  morning.  Kappel  quietly  pockets  his  Let- 
ter ;  still  more  quietly,  from  a  neighboring  room,  pockets  his 
Master's  big  Seal  (Fetschaft),  with  a  view  to  resealing :  he  then 
steps  out;  giving  his  Bursch  [Apprentice  or  Under-Groom] 
order  to  be  ready  in  so  many  minutes,  '  You  and  these  two 
horses '  (specific  for  speed)  ;  and,  in  the  interim,  walks  over, 
with  Letter  and  Petschaft^  to  the  Reverend  Herr  G^rlach's,  for 
some  preliminary  business.  Kappel  is  Catholic ;  Warkotsch, 
Protestant ;  Herr  Grerlach  is  Protestant  preacher  in  the  Village 
of  Sehonbrunn,  —  much  hated  by  Warkotsch,  whose  standing 
order  is :  '  Don't  go  near  that  insolent  fellow ; '  but  known  by 
Kappel  to  be  a  just  man,  faithful  in  difficulties  of  the  weak 
against  the  strong.  Gerlach,  not  yet  out  of  bed,  listens  to  the 
awful  story :  reads  the  horrid  missive ;  Warkotsch  to  Colonel 
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Baron ;  I  am  sorry  you  must  go  with  me  to  Brieg ! '  War- 
kotsch,  a  strategic  fellow,  kept  countenance  to  Wife  and  Bitt- 
meister,  in  this  sudden  fall  of  the  thunder-bolt :  <  Yes,  Herr 
Rittmeister ;  it  is  that  mass  of  Com  I  was  to  furnish  [showing 
him  an  actual  order  of  that  kind],  and  I  am  behind  my  time 
with  it!  Nobody  can  help  his  luck.  Take  a  bit  of  dinner 
with  us,  anyway!'  Rittmeister  refused;  but  the  Baroness 
too  pressed  him ;  he  at  length  sat  down.  Warkotsch  went '  to 
dress ; '  first  of  all,  to  give  orders  about  his  best  horse ;  but 
was  shocked  to  find  that  the  dragoons  were  a  hundred,  and 
that  every  outgate  was  beset.  Returning  half-dressed,  with 
an  air  of  baffled  hospitality :  <  Herr  Rittmeister,  our  Schloss 
must  not  be  disgraced ;  here  are  your  brave  fellows  waiting, 
and  nothing  of  refreshment  ready  for  them.  I  have  given  or- 
der at  the  Tavern  in  the  Village ;  send  them  down ;  there  they 
shall  drink  better  luck  to  me,  and  have  a  bit  of  bread  and 
cheese.'  Stupid  Rabenau  again  consents :  —  and  in  few  min- 
utes more,  Warkotsch  is  in  the  Woods,  galloping  like  Epsom, 
towards  Wallis;  and  Rabenau  can  only  arrest  Madam  (who 
knows  nothing),  and  return  in  a  baffled  state. 

^^  Schmidt  too  got  away.  The  party  sent  after  Schmidt 
found  him  in  the  little  Town  of  Nimptsch,  half-way  home 
again  from  his  Wallis  errand ;  comfortably  dining  with  some 
innocent  hospitable  people  there.  Schmidt  could  not  conceal 
his  confusion;  but  pleading  piteously  a  necessity  of  nature, 
was  with  difflculty  admitted  to  the  —  to  the  Abtritt  so  called ; 
and  there,  by  some  long  pole  or  rake-handle,  vanished  wholly 
through  a  never-imagined  aperture,  and  was  no  more  heard 
of  in  the  upper  world.  The  Prussian  soldiery  does  not  seem 
expert  in  thief-taking. 

"  Warkotsch  came  back  ab«ut  midnight  that  same  Tuesday, 
600  Wallis  Hussars  escorting  him ;  and  took  away  his  ready 
moneys,  near  £5,000  in  gold,  reports  Frau  Kappel,  who  wit- 
nessed the  ghastly  operation  (Hussars  in  great  terror,  in  haste, 
and  unconscionably  greedy  as  to  sharing) ;  —  after  which  our 
next  news  of  him,  the  last  of  any  clear  authenticity,  is  this 
Note  to  his  poor  Wife,  which  was  read  in  the  Law  Procedures 
on  him  six  months  hence:   ^My  Child  (Mein  Kind),  —  The 
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aocnrsed  thought  I  took  up  against  my  King  has  OTerwhelmed 
me  in  boundless  misery.  From  the  top  of  the  highest  hill  I 
cannot  see  the  limits  of  it.  Farewell ;  I  am  in  the  &rthest 
border  of  Turkey.  —  Wabkotsch.'  ''  * 

Schmidt  and  he^  after  patient  trial,  were  both  of  them  be- 
headed and  quartered,  —  in  pasteboard  e£B[gy,  —  in  the  Salt 
Ring  (Great  Square)  of  Breslau,  May,  1762 :  —  in  pasteboard, 
Friedrich  liked  it  better  than  the  other  way.  ^^  Metnetwegeuj^^ 
wrote  he,  sanctioning  the  execution,  '^  For  aught  I  care ;  the 
Portraits  will  likely  be  as  worthless  as  the  Originals."  Ritt- 
meister  Rabenau  had  got  off  with  a  few  days'  arrest,  and  the 
remark,  '^  Er  ist  ein  dummer  Teufel  (You  are  a  stupid  devil) ! " 
Warkotsch's  Estates,  all  and  sundry,  deducting  the  Baroness's 
jointure,  which  was  punctually  paid  her,  were  confiscated  to 
the  King,  —  and  by  him  were  made  over  to  the  Schools  of 
Breslau  and  Glogau,  which,  I  doubt  not,  enjoy  them  to  this 
day.  Reverend  Gerlach  in  Schonbrunn,  Kappel  and  Kappel's 
Bursch,  were  all  attended  to,  and  properly  rewarded,  though 
there  are  rumors  to  the  contrary.  Hussar-Colonel  Wallis  got 
DO  public  pron^otion,  though  it  is  not  doubted  the  Head  People 
had  been  well  cognizant  of  his  ingenious  intentions.  Official 
Vienna,  like  mankind  in  general,  shuddered  to  own  him ;  the 
great  Counts  Wallis  at  Vienna  published  in  the  Newspapers, 
**  Our  House  has  no  connection  with  that  gentleman ; "  —  and, 
in  fact,  he  was  of  Irish  breed,  it  seems,  the  name  of  him  Wall- 
iseh  (or  Walsh),  if  one  cared.  Warkotsch  died  at  Raab  (this 
side  the  farthest  comer  of  Turkey),  in  1769 :  his  poor  Baroness 
had  vanished  from  Silesia  five  years  before,  probably  to  join 
him.  He  had  some  pension  or  aliment  from  the  Austrian 
Court ;  small  or  not  so  small  is  a  disputed  point. 

And  this  is,  more  minutely  than  need  have  been,  in  authen- 
tic form  only  too  diffuse,  the  once  world-famous  Warkotsch 
Tragedy  or  Wellnigh-Tragic  Melodrama ;  which  is  still  inter- 
esting and  a  matter  of  study,  of  pathos  and  minute  controversy, 
to  the  patriot  and  antiquary  in  Prussian  Countries,  though 

1  Kteter,  LebenB-ReUungen,  p.  88:  Ktister,  pp.  65-188  (for  the  general  Nar 
BMife) ;  Tcmpelhof,  t.  846,  4bc.  Ac 
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here  we  might  have  been  briefer  about  it.  It  would,  indeed, 
have  '^finished  the  War  at  onoe ; "  and  on  terms  delightful  to 
Austria  and  its  Generals  near  by.  But  so  would  any  unit  of 
the  million  balls  and  bullets  which  have  whistled  round  that 
same  Boyal  Head,  and  have,  every  unit  of  them,  missed  like 
Warkotsch !  Particxilar  Heads,  royal  and  other,  meant  for  use 
in  the  scheme  of  things,  are  not  to  be  hit  on  any  terms  till  the 
use  is  had. 

Friedrich  settled  in  Breslau  for  the  Winter,  December  9tlu 
From  Golberg  bad  news  meet  him  in  Breslau;  bad  and  ever 
worse :  Golberg,  not  Warkotsch,  is  the  interesting  matter  there, 
for  a  fortnight  coming,  —  till  Golberg  end,  it  also  irremediable. 
The  Eussian  hope  on  Golberg  is,  long  since,  limited  to  that  of 
famine.  We  said  the  conveyance  of  Supplies,  across  such  a 
Hundred  Miles  of  wilderness,  from  Stettin  thither,  with  Itus- 
sians  and  the  Winter  gainsaying,  was  the  difficulty.  Our  short 
Note  continues :  — 

^^In  fact,  it  is  the  impossibility :  trial  after  trial  goes  on,  in 
a  strenuous  manner,  but  without  success.  October  13th,  Green 
Kleist  tries;  October  22d,  Knobloch  and  even  Platen  try. 
For  the  next  two  months  there  is  trial  on  trial  made  (Hussar 
Kleist,  Knobloch,  Thadden,  Platen),  not  without  furious  fen- 
cing, struggling ;  but  with  no  success.  There  are,  in  wait  at 
the  proper  places,  15,000  Eussians  waylaying.  Winter  comes 
early,  and  unusually  severe :  such  marchings,  such  endeavor- 
ings  and  endurances,  —  without  success !  For  darkness,  cold, 
grim  difficulty,  fierce  resistance  to  it,  one  reads  few  things  like 
this  of  Golberg.  *The  snow  lies  ell-deep,'  says  Archenholtz; 
*  snow-tempests,  sleet,  frost:  a  country  wasted  and  hungered 
out ;  wants  fuel-wood ;  has  not  even  salt.  The  soldier's  bread 
is  a  block  of  ice ;  impracticable  to  human  teeth  till  you  thaw 
it,  —  which  is  only  possible  by  night/  The  Eussian  ships 
disappear  (17th  October);  November  2d,  Butturlin,  leaving 
reinforcements  without  stint,  vanishes  towards  Poland.  The 
day  before  Butturlin  went,  there  had  been  solemn  summons 
upon  Eugen,  '  Surrender  honorably,  we  once  more  bid  you ; 
never  will  we  leave  this  ground,  till  Golberg  is  ours  ! '    '  Vain 
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it  will  not  80  much  avail  us."    No; — and  for  1763,  who  knows 
if  you  will  need  it  then ! 

Six  weeks  ago,  Prince  Henri  and  Daun  had  finished  their 
Saxon  Campaign  in  a  much  more  harmless  manner.  November 
Bthj  Daun,  after  infinite  rallying,  marshalling,  rearranging, 
and  counselling  with  Loudon,  who  has  sat  so  long  quiescent 
on  the  Heights  at  Kunzendorf,  ready  to  aid  and  reinforce,  did 
at  length  (nothing  of  ^^  rashness  "  chargeable  on  Daun)  make 
"  a  general  attack  on  Prince  Henri's  outposts,''  in  the  Meissen 
or  Mulda-Elbe  Country,  ''from  Itosswein  all  across  to  Sie- 
beneichen;"  simultaneous  attack,  15  miles  wide,  or  I  know 
not  how  wide,  but  done  with  vigor ;  and,  after  a  stiff  struggle 
in  the  small  way,  drove  them  all  in ;  —  in,  all  of  them,  more  or 
less; — and  then  did  nothing  farther  whatever.  Henri  had  to 
contract  his  quarters,  and  stand  alertly  on  his  guard:  but 
nothing  came.  ''Shall  have  to  winter  in  straiter  quarters, 
behind  the  Mulda,  not  astride  of  it  as  formerly ;  that  is  all." 
And  so  the  Campaign  in  Saxony  had  ended,  "  without,  in  the 
whole  course  of  it,"  say  the  Books,  "either  party  gaining 
any  essential  advantage  over  the  other."  ^ 


CHAPTER  X. 

FBIEDBICH   IN   BBESLAU ;   HAS   NITWS   FBOM   PETERSBUBe. 

Singe  December  9th,  Friedrich  is  in  Breslau,  in  some  re- 
mainder of  his  ruined  Palace  there ;  and  is  represented  to  us, 
in  Books,  as  sitting  amid  ruins ;  no  prospect  ahead  of  him  but 
ruin.  Withdrawn  from  Society;  looking  fixedly  on  the  gloom- 
iest future.  Sees  hardly  anybody;  speaks,  except  it  be  on 
business,  nothing.  "  One  day,"  I  have  read  somewhere,  "  Gren- 
eral  Lentulus  dined  with  him;  and  there  was  not  a  word 
uttered  at  all."    The  Anecdote-Books  have  Dialogues  with 

1  Se^rfarth,  iii.  54 ;  Tempelhof,  v.  275  et  seq.  (ibid.  pp.  263-280  for  th« 
Campaign  at  large,  in  all  breadth  of  detail). 
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Ziethen;  Ziethen  still  trusting  in  Divine  ProTidenoe;  King 
trusting  only  in  the  iron  Destinies,  and  the  stem  refuge  of 
Death  with  honor :  Dialogues  evidently  symbolical  only.  In 
fauet,  this  is  not,  or  is  not  altogether,  the  King's  common 
humor.  He  has  his  two  Nephews  with  him  (the  elder,  old 
enough  to  learn  soldiering,  is  to  be  of  next  Campaign  under 
him) ;  he  is  not  without  society  when  he  likes, — never  with- 
out employment  whether  he  like  or  not ;  and,  in  the  blackest 
murk  of  despondencies,  has  his  Turk  and  other  Illusions, 
which  seem  to  be  brighter  this  Year  than  ever.^ 

For  certain,  the  King  is  making  all  preparation,  as  if  victory 
might  still  crown  him :  though  of  practical  hope  he,  doubtless 
often  enough,  has  little  or  none.  England  seems  about  desert- 
ing him;  a  most  sad  and  imexpected  change  has  befallen 
there:  great  Pitt  thrown  out;  perverse  small  Butes  come  in, 
whose  notions  and  procedures  differ  far  from  Pitt's !  At  home 
here,  the  Russians  are  in  Pommem  and  the  Neumark ;  Aus« 
trians  have  Saxony,  all  but  a  poor  strip  beyond  the  Mulda; 
Silesia,  all  but  a  fraction  on  the  Oder:  Friedrich  has  with 
himself  30,000;  with  Prince  Henri,  25,000;  under  Eugen  of 
Wurtemberg,  against  the  Swedes,  5,000 ;  in  all  his  Dominions, 
60,000  fighting  men.  To  make  head  against  so  many  enemies, 
he  calculates  that  60,000  more  must  be  raised  this  Winter. 
And  where  are  these  to  come  from;  England  and  its  help 
having  also  fallen  into  such  dubiety?  Next  Year,  it  is  calcu- 
lated by  everybody,  Friedrich  himself  hardly  excepted  (in  bad 
moments),  must  be  the  finis  of  this  long  agonistic  tragedy. 
On  the  other  hand,  Austria  herself  is  in  sore  difficulties  as  to 
cash ;  discharges  20,000  men,  —  trusting  she  may  have  enough 
besides  to  finish  Friedrich.  France  is  bankrupt,  starving, 
passionate  for  Peace ;  English  Bute  nothing  like  so  ill  to  treat 
with  as  Pitt :  to  Austria  no  more  subsidies  from  France.  The 
War  is  waxing  feeble,  not  on  Friedrich's  side  only,  like  a  flame 
short  of  fuel.  This  Year  it  must  go  out ;  Austria  will  have 
to  kill  Friedrich  this  Year,  if  at  all. 

Whether  Austria's  and  the  world's  prophecy  would  Lave 
been  fulfilled?     Nobody  can  say  what  miraculous  sudden 

1  LrtUn  to  Henri :  in  SMning,  iii.  (sceptuf). 
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shifts,  and  outbursts  of  fiery  enterprise,  may  still  lie  in  this 
man.  Friedrich  is  difficult  to  kill,  grows  terribly  elastic  when 
you  compress  him  into  a  comer.  Or  Destiny,  perhaps,  may 
have  tried  him  sufficiently ;  and  be  satisfied  ?  Destiny  does 
send  him  a  wonderful  star-of-day,  bursting  out  on  the  sudden, 
as  will  be  seen! — Meanwhile  here  is  the  English  calamity; 
worse  than  any  Schweidnitz,  Colberg  or  other  that  has  befallen 
in  this  blackest  of  the  night. 

The  Pitt  Catastrophe:  how  the  Peace-Negotiation  went  off 
by  Uxplosion  ;  how  Pitt  withdrew  (3d  October,  1761), 
and  there  carne  a  Spanish  War  nevertheless. 

In  St.  James's  Street,  "in  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  late 
lodgings,"  on  the  2d  of  October,  1761,  there  was  held  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  Cabinet-Councils  known  in  English  His- 
tory :  it  is  the  last  of  Pitt's  Cabinet-Councils  for  a  long  time, 
—  might  as  well  have  been  his  last  of  all;  —  and  is  of  the 
highest  importance  to  Friedrich  through  Pitt.  We  spoke  of 
the  Choiseul  Peace-Negotiation;  of  an  offer  indirectly  from 
King  Carlos,  "  Could  not  I  mediate  a  little  ?  "  —  offer  which 
exploded  said  Negotiation,  and  produced  the  Bourbon  Fam- 
ily Compact  and  an  additional  War  instead.  Let  us  now 
look,  slightly  for  a  few  moments,  into  that  matter  and  its 
sequences. 

It  was  July  15th,  when  Bussy,  along  with  something  in  his 
own  French  sphere,  presented  this  beautiful  Spanish  Appen- 
dix,—  "apprehensive  that  War  may  break  out  again  with 
Spain,  when  we  Two  have  got  settled."  By  the  same  oppor- 
tunity came  a  Note  from  him,  which  was  reckoned  important 
too :  "  That  the  Empress  Queen  would  and  did,  whatever 
might  become  of  the  Congress  of  Augsburg,  approve  of  this 
Separate  Peace  between  France  and  England, — England 
merely  undertaking  to  leave  the  King  of  Prussia  altogether 
to  himself  in  future  with  her  Imperial  Majesty  and  her 
Allies."  "Never,  Sirl'*  answered  Pitt,  with  emphasis,  to 
this  latter  Proposition;  and  to  the  former  about  Spain's  inter- 
fering! or  whispering  of  interference,  he  answered  —  by  at 
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Other  long  heads^  and  Pitt's  Ambassador  at  Madrid  investi* 
gating  on  the  spot,  considered  it  an  inadvertence  mainly,  and  of 
no  practical  meaning.  On  getting  knowledge  of  the  Bourbon 
Family  Compact,  Pitt  perceived  that  his  suspicion  was  a  cer- 
tainty ; — and  likewise  that  the  one  clear  course  was^  To  declare 
War  on  the  Spanish  Bourbon  too,  and  go  into  him  at  onoe : 
"We  are  ready ;  fleets,  soldiers,  in  the  East,  in  the  West  j  he 
not  ready  anywhere.  Since  he  wants  War,  let  him  have  it^ 
without  loss  of  a  moment ! "  That  is  Pitt's  clear  view  of  the 
case;  but  it  is  by  no  means  Bute  and  Company's,  —  who  dis- 
cern in  it,  rather,  a  means  of  finishing  another  operation  they 
have  long  been  secretly  busy  upon,  by  their  Mauduits  and 
otherwise ;  and  are  clear  against  getting  into  a  new  War  with 
Spain  or  anybody:  "Have  not  we  enough  of  Wars?"  say 
they. 

Since  September  18th,  there  had  been  three  Cabinet-Councils 
held  on  this  great  Spanish  question :  "  Mystery  of  treachery, 
meaning  War  from  Spain  ?  Or  awkward  Inadvertence  only, 
practically  meaning  little  or  nothing?"  Pitt,  surer  of  his 
oourse  every  time,  every  time  meets  the  same  contradiction. 
Council  of  October  2d  was  the  third  of  the  series,  and  proved 
to  be  the  last. 

"  Twelve  Seventy-fours  sent  instantly  to  Cadiz,"  had  been 
Pitt's  proposal,  on  the  first  emergence  of  the  Bussy  phenome- 
non. Here  are  his  words,  October  2d,  when  it  is  about  to 
get  consummated:  "This  is  now  the  time  for  humbling  the 
whole  House  of  Bourbon :  and  if  this  opportunity  is  let  slip, 
we  shall  never  find  another  !  Their  united  power,  if  suffered 
to  gather  strength,  will  baffle  our  most  vigorous  efforts,  and 
possibly  plunge  us  in  the  gulf  of  ruin.  We  must  not  allow 
them  a  moment  to  breathe.  Self-preservation  bids  us  crush 
them  before  they  can  combine  or  recollect  themselves."  — 
"  No  evidence  that  Spain  means  war ;  too  many  wars  on  our 
hands;  let  us  at  least  wait!"  urge  all  the  others,  —  all  but 
one,  or  one  and  a  hcUf,  of  whom  presently.  Whereupon  Pitt : 
"If  these  views  are  to  be  followed,  this  is  the  last  time  I  can 
sit  at  this  Board.  I  was  called  to  the  Administration  of  Affairs 
by  the  voice  of  the  People :  to  them  I  have  always  considered 
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WbOf  hwwrfffBi  T^snoiff  ]?!i£:?  Itmntfr-ji-^aav'  i-mnnnuarrv  ^ 
Kk  Bate  nwi^ftuw  nut  3Hwr3U6Sjb  siufnu  :3ii  luiur  )wmaL<^ 
fiii  ^BDtiffliiflaa. -ivisER.  Z  ^puI  iiic  Jut  mc  i^jur  mi  ^^amm^^-- 
tile  wms  gflxjxaga  wnr  m  ji»  flrnnaim  «uii.  ii^n  'zi%/,  frrta  i^hi^ 
xnanaziBB  *jl  am  two.  ^  x  injgyha  l.j»  muv  ninif.  i&I 
btimmtnf  'Sii»  smuf  Uniprnp  lik»   Ttcr^    ^'  —  I  loi 


no  wnndesi  —  ttic.  -saninjt:  *  ztmhc  tmi^  nf  airurr  TJi^wt:^^:  » 
P^i^ameafi  ami  ins  nf  il  "sib  Xumm  £K3ifiL  a.'nrr^.^ic  ^^  :2S«ftf 

s 


Ic^ 
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by  its  indignant,  thunderstricken  and  other  feelings.  Its  Pitt 
is  irrecoverable ;  and  it  may  long  look  for  another  suoh.  These 
beautiful  recalcitrants  of  the  Cabinet-Council  had,  themselTes, 
within  three  months  (think  under  what  noises  and  hootings 
from  a  non-admiring  Nation),  to  declare  War  on  Spain,^  not 
on  better  terms  than  when  Pitt  advised ;  and,  except  for  the 
**  readiness  "  in  which  Pitt  had  left^l  things,  might  have  fared 
indifferently  in  it. 

To  Spain  and  France  the  results  of  the  Family  Compaot  (we 
may  as  well  give  them  at  once,  though  they  extend  over  the 
whole  next  year  and  farther,  and  concern  Friedrich  very  little) 
were  :  a  War  on  England  (chiefly  on  poor  Portugal  for  Eng- 
land's sake) ;  with  a  War  In/  England  in  return,  which  coet 
Spain  its  Havana  and  its  Philippine  Islands. 

"From  1760  and  before,  the  Spanish  Carlos,  his  orthodox 
mind  perhaps  shocked  at  Pombal  and  the  Anti-Jesuit  proced- 
ures, had  forbidden  trade  with  Portugal ;  had  been  drawing 
out  dangerous  '  militia  forces  on  the  Frontier ; '  and  afflicting 
and  frightening  the  poor  Country.  But  on  the  actual  arrival 
of  War  with  England,  Choiseul  and  he,  as  the  first  feasibility 
discernible,  make  Demand  (three  times  over,  16th  March-18th 
April,  1762,  each  time  more  stringently)  on  poor  Portuguese 
Majesty  :  *  Give  up  your  objectionable  Heretic  Ally,  and  join 
with  us  against  him ;  will  you,  or  will  you  not  ? '  To  which 
the  Portuguese  Majesty,  whose  very  title  is  Most  Faithful, 
answered  always :  *  You  surprise  me !  I  cannot ;  how  can  I  ? 
He  is  my  Ally,  and  has  always  kept  faith  with  me !  For  cer- 
tain, No  I "  So  that  there  is  English  reinforcement  got  ready, 
men,  money ;  an  English  General,  Lord  Tyrawley,  General 
and  Ambassador ;  with  a  5  or  6,000  horse  and  foot,  and  many 
volunteer  officers  besides,  for   the   Portuguese  behoof.*     In 

1  "  2d  Jannarj,  1769/'  the  English ;  "  18th  Janaary/'theSpaniaxd  (Ammd 
Regiiier  for  1769,  p.  50 ;  or  better,  Beatson,  ii.  443). 

3  London  Gazette,  5th  May,  1762,  &c.  (in  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  17S2, 
xxxii.  205,  821,411). 

*  List  of  all  this  in  Beatson,  ii.  491,  iii.  823 ;  —  "  did  not  gel  to  PMtOl  18th 
Maj,  1762"  {GentUman'i  Magaxim  for  1769,  p.  989). 
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shorty  eveiy  enoouiagement  to  poor  Portugal :  '  Pull,  and  we 

will  help  yoa  by  tracing.' 

^  The  poor  Portnguese  pulled  rery  badly :  were  disgusting 
to  Tjrawleyi  he  to  them;  and  cried  passionatelyi  *Get  us 
another  Greneral ; '  —  upon  which,  by  some  wise  person's  coun- 
sel, that  singular  Artillery  Gentleman,  the  Graf  Ton  der  Lippe 
Bilckeburg,  who  gave  the  dinner  in  his  Tent  with  cannon  firing 
at  the  pole  of  it,  was  appointed ;  and  Tyrawley  came  home  in 
a  hu£L^  Which  was  probably  a  favorable  circumstance.  BUcke- 
burg  understands  War,  whether  Tyrawley  do  or  not»  Duke 
Ferdinand  has  agreed  to  dispense  with  his  Ordnance-Master ; 
nay  I  have  heard  the  Ordnance-Master,  a  man  of  sharp  speech 
on  occasion,  was  as  good  as  idle ;  and  had  gone  home  to  BUcke> 
borg,  this  Winter:  indignant  at  the  many  imperfections  he 
saw,  and  perhaps  too  frankly  expressing  that  feeling  now  and 
then.  What  he  thought  of  the  Portuguese  Army  in  compari- 
son is  not  on  record ;  but  may  be  judged  of  by  this  circum- 
stance. That  on  dining  with  the  chief  Portuguese  military 
man,  he  found  his  Portuguese  captains  and  lieutenants  waiting 
as  yalets  behind  the  chairs.' 

**  The  improvements  he  made  are  said  to  have  been  many ;  — 
and  Portuguese  Majesty,  in  bidding  farewell,  gave  him  a  park 
of  Miniature  (Jold  Gannon  by  way  of  gracious  symbol.  But, 
so  fer  as  the  facts  show,  he  seems  to  have  got  from  his  Portu- 
guese Army  next  to  no  service  whatever:  and,  but  for  the 
English  and  the  ill  weather,  would  have  fared  badly  against 
his  French  *and  Spaniards,  —  42,000  of  them,  advancing  in 
Three  Divisions,  by  the  Douro  and  the  Tagus,  against  Oporto 
and  Lisbon. 

"  His  War  has  only  these  three  dates  of  event.  1^  May  9th, 
The  northmost  of  the  Three  Divisions  •  crosses  the  Portuguese 
Frontier  on  the  Douro ;  summons  Miranda,  a  chief  Town  of 
;  takes  it,  before  their  first  battery  is  built ;  takes  Bra- 
takes  Monte  Corvo ;  and  within  a  week  is  master  of  the 


>  Tanihagaii  Ton  Edm,  Graf  Wilhelm  zur  Lippe  (Berlin,  1S45),  in  Vtr 
Kktt  Sckri/Um,  L  1-118 :  pp.  3S-54,  his  Portuguese  operation!. 
*  Vamkagen  (gires  no  date  an)n¥here). 
BegiHtr  fat  1768,  p.  sa 
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Douro,  in  that  part.  <  Will  be  at  Oporto  directly ! '  shriek  all 
the  Wine  people  (no  resistance  anywhere^  except  by  peasants 
organized  by  English  Officers  in  some  parts);  upon  which 
Seventy-fours  were  sent. 

"2**.  Division  Second  of  the  42,000  came  by  Beira  Conntry, 
between  Tagos  and  Douro,  by  Tras-os-Montes  ;  and  laid  siege 
to  a  place  called  Almeida  [northwest  some  20  odd  miles  from 
Ciudad  Bodrigoj  a  name  once  known  to  veterans  of  ns  still  liv- 
ing], which  BUckeburg  had  tried  to  repair  into  strength,  and 
furnish  with  a  garrison.  Garrison  defended  itself  well;  but 
could  not  be  relieved;  —  had  to  surrender,  August  26th: 
whereby  it  seems  the  Tagus  is  now  theirs  I  All  the  more,  as 
Division  Three  is  likewise  got  across  from  Estremadura,  invad- 
ing Alemtejo :  what  is  to  keep  these  Two  from  falling  on 
Lisbon  together  ? 

<^  3^.  Against  this,  BUckeburg  does  find  a  recipe.  Despatches 
Brigadier  Burgoyne  with  an  English  party  upon  a  Town  called 
Valencia  d' Alcantara  [not  Alcantara  Proper,  but  Valencia  of 
ditto,  not  very  far  from  Badajoz],  where  the  vanguard  of  this 
Third  Division  is,  and  their  principal  Magazine.  Burgoyne 
and  his  English  did  perfectly :  broke  into  the  place,  stormed 
it  sword  in  hand  (August  27th);  kept  the  Magazine  and  it, 
though  ^  the  sixteen  Portuguese  Battalions '  could  not  possibly 
get  up  in  time.  In  manner  following  (say  the  Old  News- 
papers):— 

" '  The  garrison  of  Almeida,  before  which  place  the  whole 
Spanish  Army  had  been  assembled,  surrendered  to  the  Span- 
iards on  the  26th  [August  25th,  as  we  have  just  heard],  having 
capitulated  on  condition  of  not  serving  against  Spain  for  six 

months. 

"  *  As  a  counterbalance  to  this  advantage,  the  Count  de  Lippe 
caused  Valencia  d' Alcantara  to  be  attacked,  sword  in  hand,  by 
the  British  troops ;  who  carried  it,  after  an  obstinate  resistance. 
The  loss  of  the  British  troops,  who  had  the  principal  share  in 
this  affair,  is  luckily  but  inconsiderable :  and  consists  in  Lieu- 
tenant Burk  of  Colonel  Frederick's,  one  sergeant  and  three 
privates  killed;  two  sergeants,  one  drummer,  18  privates 
wounded;  10  horses  killed  and  2  wounded  [loss  not  at  aU 
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ooiudderable^  in  a  War  of  soeh  dimaiflnorui !],  The  Britisli 
troops  behaved  upon  this  occasioit  with  as  nnich  geneiofiity  as 
oomage;  and  it  deserves  admiration,  that,  in  an  a&ir  of  this 
kind,  the  town  and  the  inhabitants  suffered  very  little ;  which 
is  owiDg  to  the  good  order  Brigadier  Borgojrne  kept  up  even 
in  the  heat  of  the  action.  This  success  would  probabl j  hare 
been  attended  with  more,  if  drcomstances,  that  could  not  well 
be  expected,  had  not  retarded  the  march  of  sixteen  Portuguese 
battalions,  and  three  regiments  of  cavalry.'  ^ 

^Upon  which — upon  which,  in  fact,  the  War  had  to  end. 

Baby  wee^ther  came,  deluges  of  rain ;  Burgoyne,  with  or  with* 

oat  the  sixteen  battalions  of  Portuguese,  kept  the  grip  he  had. 

Valencia  d' Alcantara  and  its  Magazine  a  settled  business,  roads 

nmnd  gone  all  to  mire,  — this  Third  Division,  and  with  it  the 

42,000  in  general,  finding  they  had  nothing  to  live  upon,  went 

tlieir  ways  again."    NotCy  The  Burgoyne,  who  begins  in  this 

pretty  way  at  Valencia  d'Alcantara,  is  the  same  who  ended  so 

dismally  at  Saratoga,  within  twenty  years :  —  perhaps,  with 

other  War-Offices,  and  training  himself  in  something  suitablor 

than  Parliamentary  Eloquence,  he  might  have  become  a  kind 

of  Cienexal,  and  have  ended  far  otherwise  than  there  ?  — 

"Such  was  the  credit  account  on  Carlos's  side :  By  gri^ 
tnitoos  assault  on  Portugal,  which  had  done  him  no  offono^ } 
resolt  zero,  and  pay  your  expenses.  On  the  English,  or  ;i«»f 
eamtra  side,  again,  there  were  these  three  items,  two  of  thoiii 
specifically  on  Carlos:  Finty  Martinique  captured  fn)in  thn 
French  this  Spring  (finished  4th  February,  1762) :  •—  wiin  to 
hsve  been  done  in  any  case,  Guadaloupe  and  it  hein((  iHitli  on 
Pitt's  books  for  some  time,  and  only  OuadHlou|Hi  ynt  ^it. 
Seamdlffy  Bang  Carlos,  for  Family  Compact  and  fruitlo^m  at^ 
tempt  at  burglary  on  an  unoffending  neigh lK)r,  DiibUir  :  V\  To 
Loss  of  the  Havana  (6th  June-13th  AwjcuMt,  I7(12).»  wliidh 
etsQy  have  issued  in  loss  of  all  his  WfiNt  IndluN  U> 
.  and  total  abolition  of  the  Poim's  innrldiMi  In  that 
Hemisphere;  and  2^  To  I/ms  of  Manlllfi,  with  lils 

^  OU  Rewipspen  (in  Gettikman^i  Magaaim  Urt  MH,  p.  441) 

•  gwrfiw'f  Magasimiat  1763,  p,  137. 

•  Ik  p^  40S-459,  Ac 

^^    ToL7 
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Philippine  Islands  (23d  8eptember-6th  October,  1762),*  which 
was  abolition  of  it  in  the  Eastern.  After  which,  happily  for 
Carlos,  Peace  came,  —  Peace,  and  no  Pitt  to  be  severe  upon 
his  Indies  and  him.  Carlos's  War  of  ten  months  had  stood 
him  uncommonly  high." 

All  these  things  the  English  Public,  considerably  sullen 
about  the  Cabinet-Council  event  of  October  3d,  ascribed  to  the 
real  owner  of  them.  The  Public  said :  "  These  are,  all  of  them, 
Pitt's  bolts,  not  yours,  —  launched,  or  lying  ready  for  launch- 
ing, from  that  Olympian  battery  which,  in  the  East  and  in  the 
West,  had  already  smitten  down  all  Lallys  and  Montcalms ; 
and  had  force  already  massed  there,  rendering  your  Havanas 
and  Manillas  easy  for  you.  For  which,  indeed,  you  do  not 
seem  to  care  much  ;  rather  seem  to  be  embarrassed  with  them, 
in  your  eagerness  for  Peace  and  a  lazy  life ! "  —  Manilla  was 
a  beautiful  work ;  *  but  the  Manilla  Ransom ;  a  million  ster- 
ling, half  of  it  in  bills,  —  which  the  Spaniards,  on  no  pretext 
at  all  but  the  disagreeableness,  refused  to  pay !  Havana, 
though  victorious,  cost  a  good  many  men  :  was  thought  to  be 
but  badly  managed.  "What  to  do  with  it?"  said  Bute,  at 
the  Peace :  "  Give  us  Florida  in  lieu  of  it,"  —  which  proved 
of  little  benefit  to  Bute.  Enough,  enough  of  Bute  and  his 
performances. 

Pitt  being  gone,  Friedrich's  English  Subsidy  lags :  this  time 
Friedrich  concludes  it  is  cut  off ;  —  silent  on  the  subject ;  no 
words  will  express  one's  thoughts  on  it.  Not  till  April  9th 
has  poor  Mitchell  the  sad  errand  of  announcing  formally  That 
such  are  our  pressures,  Portuguese  War  and  other,  we  cannot 
afford  it  farther.  Answered  by  I  know  not  what  kind  of  glance 
from  Friedrich ;  answered,  I  find,  by  words  few  or  none  from 

1  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1762,  xxxiii.  171-177. 

^  A  Jtntmal  of  the  Proceedings  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  in  the  Expediium  to 
Manilla  {London  Gazette^  April  19th,  1763;  Gentleman's  Magazine,  xxxiii.  171 
et  seq.).  Written  by  Colonel  or  Brigadier  Qeneral  Draper  (snggester,  con- 
triver and  performer  of  the  Enterprise ;  an  excellent  Indian  Officer,  of  gns^ 
merit  with  his  pen  as  weU,  —  Bally  Junius's  Correspondent  aft^rwirdi). 
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tte  icBBBkfiii  ^^^•"p :  ^  Good  :  t^uc  '&ie>  ipbe  ^wsnciiig/'  xhrmght. 
lie  pmid  bouI  :  ^*  £.fiBf  •  your  ooiii.  fiixuK-  ynu  au  need  it :  I  hasre 
&Q  oafipe^  flx&d  nrr  sword  !  '*  Tht  jklknr  iaii&  T«Br  became  bb 
3  to  1 : — iduo  oaifiT  TemedT  ? 

Fiom  xiMr  imme  canst:.  I  doubt  noi.  fahif  Teai.  lor  iiif-  ^rst 
tjut  in  "ViTTiTtBrTi  memoTT.  camf-  'Siia:  canrpiBtf  alieyxmrte  of  tiip 
GiftfiiCiDfTF  KlHrnocwep-GfUdcr ».  irjikiL  sn  becaxm*  u  standing 
fipnmrnifm,  cpaai-ni^  sud  neceBocrr  tOEon  of  fitmpon  xd 
fwj  P^iuBiBXi  OfiioBr.  Iroxb  a  XiieiiseiiKiit  upwardf  :  not  b 
vordL  is  the  ^€001  nffinin].  said  oi  idiezL  iihif  Tfasr ;  slIZ  leffi  & 
poBj  of  i^iBm  aotnaDr  inrthisaizmig  to  a  'warzMnzt  exiHscQcnt 
Aisij.  One  of  the  creBtoBT  Biii£  QhBzs»d  txtmizi  PriedricL  \fy 
fnmam.  or  PmgEaaiHlWilifTT  Tmlilir  oimuoL :  not  t(>  be  exoxtsed 
It  iflx^FniBBiBik-MiliaDT'  and  €rvB&  PnuBiaxh^jivi]  npinion 
bnag  a  tfbmiee  persuaBiaii  thai  tiiif  TTinr  lui£  houndleBE  sxg^ 
pir  of  jBoner.  and  azihr  out  of  yBTveramv  Tebamst  it  lor  ub;|«c&B 
of  i»ftw>f<»  T-n  1^  JLmiT  a£  tiiBPWiiBR'  titiirIj  "hat  goDt  iiy<r\  ;  -^ 
ttar  iTifSs  locxte  after  sncL  b  nlimhTTip  of  thf  Klj»  be  xhere 
■Mben.  lixTons^  dense  and  zarb. 

It  Tin  STnTniBe  tT^errhodr  that  FriednciL.  iriiih  Ixis  copper 
iid  oter  itaaomooB.  aocuaDr  raised  hit  addiiiinnal  ^i.(KK) :  imd 
hi  lor  hjximtli  70.<Kl(*  u>  reoovfjr  Sobw^ddnitz.  and  brine  Silfwia 
U)  iti  oid  stxte  :  4/bM^^  lor  Prinoe  Henri  and  Sszarr.  irith  a 
KMW  fif  iBBxezxi  far  Sw^isden  and  acuiuenuu  Bixndzifi&.  This  is 
*^i»9e.  liBt  it  is  tmfc.^  And  has  nut  beeL  dane  -vritbnnt  strir- 
mgi  and  otmtr] tines*  bard  roquifiimans  ql  tbf  pilaces  li&bk- : 
«Bd  bai  irralTud  not  a  littile  of  BereritT  and  difiiciiltT.  —  esjft- 
cisDr  a  greal  dcaQ  of  li^y^lrnp  intL  t^e  cuIiMStinxr  parcies.  or 
>^  biit  lotii  Prinoe'  H«nri.  irbo  prasides  in  SaxasT.  and  is  apt. 
to  w«^jliiTt  and  sDunn!  orer  iht  imdoabif:.  rauier  tbaL  prcKtotid 
to  do  it  The  fiinr  f  Corregpandenoe  'vritL  Henri  this  Winter, 
ii  earioQf  enonx^ :  likt-  a  I>iihIagTie  betw^«s  Hotk  on  itf  feet, 
tad  DttjMBTtakzne  u>  itz^  bed.  ^  Ton  know  there  i:re  Twr  I>od- 
ton  ia  Ifaf Of  1  r  ^  bbtb  FriedhcL  to  *i?tti  oncte  :  ^* l  Imcsnr  Toftf- 
■faar  fSo  moeih  the  Better »  and  a  iXtciar  Tanr-^if  'Sc  niucb 
Ifca  Wone) :  I^ibk  two  cannot  be  ex;»ected  !:•  acree  !  ^  —  In- 


*  9mt  MflPBBdurff  twr*  cvr  tfaret  Xfltte-r  (Px«nB.  it.  407-411). 

*  9tmmi  T.  jyr,  £ffe ;  T^mpeliiuf .  vi  «.  }o.  C8. 
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stead  of  infinite  arithmetical  dets^ls,  here  is  part  of  a  Letter 

of  Friedrich^s  to  D'Argens ;  and  a  Passage,  one  of  many,  with 

Prince  Henri ;  —  which  command  a  view  into  the  interior  that 

concerns  us. 

The  King  to  UArgens  (at  Berlin). 

"Bbbslau,  18th  Jbbobjj,  1761. 

..."  You  have  lifted  the  political  veil  which  covered^ 
horrors  and  perfidies  meditated  and  ready  to  burst  out  [Bute's 
dismal  procedures,  I  believe ;  who  is  ravenous  for  Peace,  and 
would  fain  force  Friedrich  along  with  him  on  terms  altogether 
disgraceful  and  inadmissible^]:  you  judge  correctly  of  the 
whole  situation  I  am  in,  of  the  abysses  which  surround  me; 
and,  as  I  see  by  what  you  say,  of  the  kind  of  hope  that  still 
remains  to  me.  It  will  not  be  till  the  month  of  February 
[Turks,  probably,  and  Tartar  Khan  ;  great  things  coming 
then !]  that  we  can  speak  of  that ;  and  that  is  the  term  I  con- 
template for  deciding  whether  I  shall  hold  to  Cato  [Cato,  — 
and  the  little  Glass  Tube  I  have !]  or  to  Ccesar^s  CammerUor 
ties/'  and  the  best  fight  one  can  make. 

"  The  School  of  patience  I  am  at  is  hard,  long-continued, 
cruel,  nay  barbarous.  I  have  not  been  able  to  escape  my 
lot:  all  that  human  foresight  could  suggest  has  been  em- 
ployed, and  nothing  has  succeeded.  If  Fortune  continues  to 
pursue  me,  doubtless  I  shall  sink ;  it  is  only  she  that  can 
extricate  me  from  the  situation  I  am  in.  I  escape  out  of  it 
by  looking  at  the  Universe  on  the  great  scale,  like  an  observer 
from  some  distant  Planet ;  all  then  seems  to  me  so  infinitely 
small,  and  I  could  almost  pity  my  enemies  for  giving  them- 
selves such  trouble  about  so  very  little.  What  would  become 
of  us  without  philosophy,  without  this  reasonable  contempt 
of  things  frivolous,  transient  and  fugitive,  about  which  the 
greedy  and  ambitious  make  such  a  pother,  fancying  them  to 
be  solid  I  This  is  to  become  wise  by  stripes,  you  will  tell 
me ;  well,  if  one  do  become  wise,  what  matters  it  how  ?  — 
I  read  a  great  deal ;  I  devour  my  Books,  and  that  brings  me 

^  See  lyAigeni'i  Letter  (to  which  thiB  is  Answer), (Eutniet  de  FrMric,  six. 
t81,882. 
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Tuefal  alleYia4ion.  Bat  for  my  Books,  I  think  hypochondria 
would  haye  had  me  in  bedlam  before  now.  In  fine,  dear 
Marquis,  we  liye  in  troublous  times  and  in  desperate  situa- 
tions:—  I  hare  all  the  properties  of  a  Stage-Hero;  always 
in  danger,  always  on  the  point  of  perishing.  One  must  hope 
the  conclusion  will  come ;  and  if  the  end  of  the  piece  be 
Inckj,  we  will  forget  the  rest.  Patience  then,  man  eher,  tiH 
Felmiary  20th  [By  which  time,  what  far  other  yeritable  star 
of-day  will  haye  risen  on  me !].     Adieuj  man  eher. — F.^'  ^ 

Tiff  of  Quarrel  between  King  and  Henri  (March-April,  1762). 

In  the  Spring  months  Prince  Henri  is  at  Hof  in  Voigtland, 
on  the  extreme  right  of  his  long  line  of  ^'Quarters  behind  the 
Mulda;"  busy  enough,  watching  the  Austrians  and  Beich; 
levying  the  seyere  contributions;  speeding  all  he  can  the 
manifold  preparatiyes ; — conscious  to  himself  of  the  greatest 
vigilance  and  diligence,  but  wrapt  in  despondency  and  black 
acidolent  humors ;  a  '^  Doctor  So  much  the  Wor$e/'  who  is  not 
t  comforting  Correspondent.  From  Hof,  towards  the  middle 
of  March,  he  becomes  specially  gloomy  and  acidulous ;  sends 
t  series  of  Complaints ;  also  of  News,  not  important,  but  all 
nther  in  your  fayor,  my  dearest  Brother,  than  in  mine,  if  you 
will  please  to  obsenre  I    As  thus :  — 

Henri  (at  Hof,  10th-13th  March).  .  .  .  ''Sadly  off  here, 
my  dearest  Brother!    Of  our  '1,284  head  of  commissariat 
horses,'  only  180  are  come  in;  of  our  '287  drivers,'  not  one. 
^ill  be  impossible  to  open  Campaign  at  that  rate.''  —  <'  Grena- 
dier Battalions  Rathenburg  and  Grant  demand  to  have  picked 
men  to  complete  them  [of  Cantanist,  or  sure  Prussian  srirtj. 
...  I  find  [nata  bene,  Reader !]  there  are  eight  Austrian  regi- 
ments going  to  Silesia  [off  my  hands,  and  upon  ymtrs,  in  a 
sense],  eight  instead  of  four  that  I  spoke  of:    intending, 
probably,  for  Glatz,  to  replace  Czemichef  [a  Czemirihef  off 
for  home  lately,  in  a  most  miraculous  way ;  as  rfiailerM  Mhall 
hear!]  —  to  replace  Czemichef,  and  the  blank  he  ]im  ]«)ft 
there  ?    Eight  of  them:  Your  Majesty  can  have  no  difflrjulty  • 
but  I  will  detach  Platen  or  somebody,  if  you  order  it ;  though 

1  G!mm$  tk  Fr^d^rie,  six.  382,  SS8. 


98        FRIEDRICH  NOT  TO  BE  OVERWHELMED.  Bcxw^ 

stead  of  infinite  arithmetical  dets^ils,  here  is  part  of  a  Letter 
of  Friedrich's  to  IVArgens ;  and  a  Passage^  one  of  many,  with 
Prince  Henri ;  —  which  command  a  view  into  the  interior  that 
concerns  us. 

The  King  to  UArgens  (at  Berlin). 

"Bbbslau,  18th  Jbbobjj,  1761. 

.  .  .  '^You  have  lifted  the  political  veil  which  oovered^ 
horrors  and  perfidies  meditated  and  ready  to  burst  out  [Bute's 
dismal  procedures,  I  believe ;  who  is  ravenous  for  Peace,  and 
would  fain  force  Friedrich  along  with  him  on  terms  altogether 
disgraceful  and  inadmissible^]:  you  judge  correctly  of  the 
whole  situation  I  am  in,  of  the  abysses  which  surround  me ; 
and,  as  I  see  by  what  you  say,  of  the  kind  of  hope  that  still 
remains  to  me.  It  will  not  be  till  the  month  of  February 
[Turks,  probably,  and  Tartar  Khan  ;  great  things  coming 
then !]  that  we  can  speak  of  that ;  and  that  is  the  term  I  con- 
template for  deciding  whether  I  shall  hold  to  Cato  [Cato,  — 
and  the  little  Glass  Tube  I  have !]  or  to  Ccesar^s  Commenta- 
ries,^^ and  the  best  fight  one  can  make. 

'^  The  School  of  patience  I  am  at  is  hard,  long-continued, 
cruel,  nay  barbarous.  I  have  not  been  able  to  escape  my 
lot:  all  that  human  foresight  could  suggest  has  been  em- 
ployed, and  nothing  has  succeeded.  If  Fortune  continues  to 
pursue  me,  doubtless  I  shall  sink;  it  is  only  she  that  can 
extricate  me  from  the  situation  I  am  in.  I  escape  out  of  it 
by  looking  at  the  Universe  on  the  great  scale,  like  an  observer 
from  some  distant  Planet ;  all  then  seems  to  me  so  infinitely 
small,  and  I  could  almost  pity  my  enemies  for  giving  them- 
selves such  trouble  about  so  very  little.  What  would  become 
of  us  without  philosophy,  without  this  reasonable  contempt 
of  things  frivolous,  transient  and  fugitive,  about  which  the 
greedy  and  ambitious  make  such  a  pother,  fancying  them  to 
be  solid  I  This  is  to  become  wise  by  stripes,  you  will  tell 
me ;  well,  if  one  do  become  wise,  what  matters  it  how  ?  — 
I  read  a  great  deal ;  I  devour  my  Books,  and  that  brings  me 

^  See  lyArgens*!  Letter  (to  which  thlB  is  Answer ),(EttprM  de  FritUric,  six. 
181,882. 
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useful  alleviation.  Bat  for  my  Books,  I  think  hypochondria 
would  have  had  me  in  bedlam  before  now.  In  fine,  dear 
Marquis,  we  liye  in  troublous  times  and  in  desperate  situa- 
tions:—  I  haye  all  the  properties  of  a  Stage-Hero;  always 
in  danger,  always  on  the  point  of  perishing.  One  must  hope 
the  conclusion  will  come ;  and  if  the  end  of  the  piece  be 
lucky,  we  will  forget  the  rest.  Patience  then,  mon  eher,  tiH 
February  20th  [By  which  time,  what  far  other  yeritable  star 
of-day  will  have  risen  on  me  I].    Adieuj  man  cher. — F.'^  ^ 

Tiff  of  Qtuirrel  between  King  and  Henri  (March-April,  1762). 

In  the  Spring  months  Prince  Henri  is  at  Hof  in  Voigtland, 
on  the  extreme  right  of  his  long  line  of  '^  Quarters  behind  the 
Mulda;''  busy  enough,  watching  the  Austrians  and  Beich; 
levying  the  severe  contributions;  speeding  all  he  can  the 
manifold  preparatives; — conscious  to  himself  of  the  greatest 
vigilance  and  diligence,  but  wrapt  in  despondency  and  black 
acidulent  humors ;  a  '' Doctor  So  much  the  Worse"  who  is  not 
a  comforting  Correspondent.  From  Hof,  towards  the  middle 
of  March,  he  becomes  specially  gloomy  and  acidulous ;  sends 
a  series  of  Complaints ;  also  of  News,  not  important,  but  all 
rather  in  your  favor,  my  dearest  Brother,  than  in  mine,  if  you 
will  please  to  observe  I    As  thus :  — 

ffenri  (at  Hof,  10th-13th  March).  .  .  .  ''Sadly  off  here, 
my  dearest  Brother  I  Of  our  '1,284  head  of  commissariat 
horses,'  only  180  are  come  in;  of  our  '287  drivers,'  not  one. 
Will  be  impossible  to  open  Campaign  at  that  rate.''  —  "Grena- 
dier Battalions  Rothenhurg  and  Grant  demand  to  have  picked 
men  to  complete  them  [of  Cantonist,  or  sure  Prussian  sort]. 
...  I  find  [nota  bene,  Reader !]  there  are  eight  Austrian  regi- 
ments going  to  Silesia  [off  my  hands,  and  upon  yours,  in  a 
sense],  eight  instead  of  four  that  I  spoke  of :  intending, 
probably,  for  Glatz,  to  replace  Czemichef  [a  Czernichef  off 
for  home  lately,  in  a  most  miraculous  way ;  as  readers  shall 
hear!]  —  to  replace  Czemichef,  and  the  blank  he  has  left 
there  ?  Eight  of  them :  Your  Majesty  can  have  no  difficulty ; 
but  I  will  detach  Platen  or  somebody,  if  you  order  it ;  though 

1  (Ewre$  tk  Fr^i&ic,  six.  282,  28S. 


98        FRIEDRICH  NOT  TO  BE  OVERWHELMED. 

iTii. 

stead  of  infinite  axithmetical  details,  here  is  part  of  a  lietter 

of  Friedrich's  to  IVArgens ;  and  a  Passage,  one  of  many,  with 

Prince  Henri ;  —  which  command  a  view  into  the  interior  that 

concerns  us. 

The  King  to  UArgens  (at  Berlin). 

"Bbbslau,  18th  Jbbobjj,  1761. 

.  .  .  <<Tou  have  lifted  the  political  veil  which  ooyered^ 
horrors  and  perfidies  meditated  and  ready  to  burst  out  [Bute's 
dismal  procedures,  I  believe ;  who  is  ravenous  for  Peace,  and 
would  fain  force  Friedrich  along  with  him  on  terms  altogether 
disgraceful  and  inadmissible^]:  you  judge  correctly  of  the 
whole  situation  I  am  in,  of  the  abysses  which  surround  me ; 
and,  as  I  see  by  what  you  say,  of  the  kind  of  hope  that  still 
remains  to  me.  It  will  not  be  till  the  month  of  February 
[Turks,  probably,  and  Tartar  Khan  ;  great  things  coming 
then !]  that  we  can  speak  of  that ;  and  that  is  the  term  I  con- 
template for  deciding  whether  I  shall  hold  to  Cato  [Cato,  — 
and  the  little  Glass  Tube  I  have !]  or  to  Ccesar^s  Commenta- 
ries,^^ and  the  best  fight  one  can  make. 

''  The  School  of  patience  I  am  at  is  hard,  long-continued, 
cruel,  nay  barbarous.  I  have  not  been  able  to  escape  my 
lot:  all  that  human  foresight  could  suggest  has  been  em- 
ployed, and  nothing  has  succeeded.  If  Fortune  continues  to 
pursue  me,  doubtless  I  shall  sink ;  it  is  only  she  that  can 
extricate  me  from  the  situation  I  am  in.  I  escape  out  of  it 
by  looking  at  the  Universe  on  the  great  scale,  like  an  observer 
from  some  distant  Planet ;  all  then  seems  to  me  so  infinitely 
small,  and  I  could  almost  pity  my  enemies  for  giving  them- 
selves such  trouble  about  so  very  little.  What  would  become 
of  us  without  philosophy,  without  this  reasonable  contempt 
of  things  frivolous,  transient  and  fugitive,  about  which  the 
greedy  and  ambitious  make  such  a  pother,  fancying  them  to 
be  solid  I  This  is  to  become  wise  by  stripes,  you  will  tell 
me ;  well,  if  one  do  become  wise,  what  matters  it  how  ?  — 
I  read  a  great  deal ;  I  devour  my  Books,  and  that  brings  me 

^  See  D'Argens'i  Letter  (to  which  this  is  Answer), (Eutniet  de  FMirie,  six. 
t81,882. 
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useful  alleviation.  But  for  my  Books,  I  think  hypochondria 
would  haye  had  me  in  bedlam  before  now.  In  fine,  dear 
MarquiSy  we  liye  in  troublous  times  and  in  desperate  situa- 
tions:—  I  haye  all  the  properties  of  a  Stage-Hero;  always 
in  danger,  always  on  the  point  of  perishing.  One  must  hope 
the  conclusion  will  come;  and  if  the  end  of  the  piece  be 
lucky,  we  will  forget  the  rest.  Patience  then,  man  cher,  tiH 
February  20th  [By  which  time,  what  far  other  yeritable  star 
of-day  will  haye  risen  on  me !].    Adieuj  man  eher. — F.'^  ^ 

Tiff  of  Quarrel  between  King  and  Henri  (March-April,  1762). 

In  the  Spring  months  Prince  Henri  is  at  Hof  in  Voigtland, 
on  the  extreme  right  of  his  long  line  of  '^Quarters  behind  the 
Mulda;''  busy  enough,  watching  the  Austrians  and  Beich; 
leyying  the  severe  contributions;  speeding  all  he  can  the 
manifold  preparatives ; — conscious  to  himself  of  the  greatest 
vigilance  and  diligence,  but  wrapt  in  despondency  and  black 
acidulent  humors ;  a  '^ Doctor  So  much  the  Worsen*  who  is  not 
a  comforting  Correspondent.  From  Hof,  towards  the  middle 
of  March,  he  becomes  specially  gloomy  and  acidulous ;  sends 
a  series  of  Complaints ;  also  of  News,  not  important,  but  all 
rather  in  your  favor,  my  dearest  Brother,  than  in  mine,  if  you 
will  please  to  observe  I    As  thus :  — 

Henri  (at  Hof,  10th-13th  March).  .  .  .  «<  Sadly  off  here, 
my  dearest  Brother!  Of  our  '1,284  head  of  commissariat 
horses,'  only  180  are  come  in ;  of  our  *  287  drivers,'  not  one. 
Will  be  impossible  to  open  Campaign  at  that  rate."  —  ^'  Grena- 
dier Battalions  Rothenhurg  and  Grant  demand  to  have  picked 
men  to  complete  them  [of  Cantonietj  or  sure  Prussian  sort]. 
...  I  find  [nota  bene,  Reader !]  there  are  eight  Austrian  regi- 
ments going  to  Silesia  [off  my  hands,  and  upon  yours,  in  a 
sense],  eight  instead  of  four  that  I  spoke  of :  intending, 
probably,  for  Glatz,  to  replace  Czemichef  [a  Czemichef  off 
for  home  lately,  in  a  most  miraculous  way ;  as  readers  shall 
hear!]  —  to  replace  Czemichef,  and  the  blank  he  has  left 
there  ?  Eight  of  them :  Your  Majesty  can  have  no  difficulty ; 
but  I  will  detach  Platen  or  somebody,  if  you  order  it ;  though 

1  (Ewre$  d€  Fr€i&ic,  xix.  SSS,  SSS. 


98        FRIEDRICH  NOT  TO  BE  OVERWHELMED.  Bomc^ 

ITO. 

stead  of  infinite  arithmetical  details^  here  is  part  of  a  lietter 

of  Friedrich's  to  IVArgens ;  and  a  Passage,  one  of  many,  with 

Prince  Henri ;  —  which  command  a  view  into  the  interior  that 

concerns  us. 

The  King  to  UArgens  (at  Berlin). 

"  Bbbslau,  18th  Jbbobjj,  1761. 

.  .  .  "You  have  lifted  the  political  veil  which  covered^ 
horrors  and  perfidies  meditated  and  ready  to  burst  out  [Bute's 
dismal  procedures,  I  believe ;  who  is  ravenous  for  Peace,  and 
would  fain  force  Friedrich  along  with  him  on  terms  altogether 
disgraceful  and  inadmissible^]:  you  judge  correctly  of  the 
whole  situation  I  am  in,  of  the  abysses  which  surround  me ; 
and,  as  I  see  by  what  you  say,  of  the  kind  of  hope  that  still 
remains  to  me.  It  will  not  be  till  the  month  of  February 
[Turks,  probably,  and  Tartar  Khan  ;  great  things  coming 
then !]  that  we  can  speak  of  that ;  and  that  is  the  term  I  con- 
template for  deciding  whether  I  shall  hold  to  Cato  [Cato,  — 
and  the  little  Glass  Tube  I  have !]  or  to  Ccesar^s  Commentor 
ries^^  and  the  best  fight  one  can  make. 

"  The  School  of  patience  I  am  at  is  hard,  long-continued, 
cruel,  nay  barbarous.  I  have  not  been  able  to  escape  my 
lot:  all  that  human  foresight  could  suggest  has  been  em- 
ployed, and  nothing  has  succeeded.  If  Fortune  continues  to 
pursue  me,  doubtless  I  shall  sink ;  it  is  only  she  that  can 
extricate  me  from  the  situation  I  am  in.  I  escape  out  of  it 
by  looking  at  the  Universe  on  the  great  scale,  like  an  observer 
from  some  distant  Planet ;  all  then  seems  to  me  so  infinitely 
small,  and  I  could  almost  pity  my  enemies  for  giving  them- 
selves such  trouble  about  so  very  little.  What  would  become 
of  us  without  philosophy,  without  this  reasonable  contempt 
of  things  frivolous,  transient  and  fugitive,  about  which  the 
greedy  and  ambitious  make  such  a  pother,  fancying  them  to 
be  solid  I  This  is  to  become  wise  by  stripes,  you  will  tell 
me ;  well,  if  one  do  become  wise,  what  matters  it  how  ?  — 
I  read  a  great  deal ;  I  devour  my  Books,  and  that  brings  me 

^  See  lyAigeni'i  Letter  (to  which  thiB  is  Answer ),(EutnnM  dt  FrUiiric,  six. 
t81,882. 
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useful  alleviation.  But  for  my  Books,  I  think  hypochondria 
would  have  had  me  in  bedlam  before  now.  In  fine,  dear 
MarquiSy  we  liye  in  troublous  times  and  in  desperate  situa- 
tions:—  I  haye  all  the  properties  of  a  Stage-Hero;  always 
in  danger,  always  on  the  point  of  perishing.  One  must  hope 
the  conclusion  will  come;  and  if  the  end  of  the  piece  be 
lucky,  we  will  forget  the  rest.  Patience  then,  mon  eher,  tiH 
Februaiy  20th  [By  which  time,  what  far  other  yeritable  star 
of-day  will  have  risen  on  me !].    Adieuj  mon  cher. — F.^'  ^ 

Tiff  of  Qtuirrel  between  King  and  Henri  (March-April,  1762). 

In  the  Spring  months  Prince  Henri  is  at  Hof  in  Voigtland, 
on  the  extreme  right  of  his  long  line  of  ''Quarters  behind  the 
Mulda;''  busy  enough,  watching  the  Austrians  and  Beich; 
leyying  the  severe  contributions ;  speeding  all  he  can  the 
manifold  preparatives; — conscious  to  himself  of  the  greatest 
vigilance  and  diligence,  but  wrapt  in  despondency  and  black 
acidulent  humors ;  a  " Doctor  So  much  the  Worse"  who  is  not 
a  comforting  Correspondent.  From  Hof,  towards  the  middle 
of  March,  he  becomes  specially  gloomy  and  acidulous ;  sends 
a  series  of  Complaints ;  also  of  News,  not  important,  but  all 
rather  in  your  favor,  my  dearest  Brother,  than  in  mine,  if  you 
will  please  to  observe  I    As  thus :  — 

ffenri  (at  Hof,  10th-13th  March).  .  .  .  "Sadly  off  here, 
my  dearest  Brother  I  Of  our  '1,284  head  of  commissariat 
horses,'  only  180  are  come  in ;  of  our  '  287  drivers,'  not  one. 
Will  be  impossible  to  open  Campaign  at  that  rate."  —  "  Grena- 
dier Battalions  Rotheriburg  and  Grant  demand  to  have  picked 
men  to  complete  them  [of  Cantonist,  or  sure  Prussian  sort]. 
...  I  find  [nota  bene,  Reader  I]  there  are  eight  Austrian  regi- 
ments going  to  Silesia  [off  my  hands,  and  upon  yours,  in  a 
sense],  eight  instead  of  four  that  I  spoke  of :  intending, 
probably,  for  Glatz,  to  replace  Czemichef  [a  Czemichef  off 
for  home  lately,  in  a  most  miraculous  way ;  as  readers  shall 
hear!]  —  to  replace  Czemichef,  and  the  blank  he  has  left 
there  ?  Eight  of  them :  Your  Majesty  can  have  no  difficulty ; 
bat  I  will  detach  Platen  or  somebody,  if  you  order  it ;  though 

1  (Ewre$  de  Fr^i&ic,  xix.  SSS,  SSS. 


98        FRIEDRICH  NOT  TO  BE  OVERWHELMED. 

iTli. 

stead  of  infinite  arithmetical  details,  here  is  part  of  a  lietter 

of  Friedrich's  to  IVArgens ;  and  a  Passage,  one  of  many,  with 

Prince  Henri ;  —  which  command  a  view  into  the  interior  that 

concerns  us. 

T?ie  King  to  UArgens  (at  Berlin). 

"Bbbslau,  18th  Janoaij,  1761. 

.  .  .  '^You  have  lifted  the  political  veil  which  covered^ 
horrors  and  perfidies  meditated  and  ready  to  burst  out  [Bute's 
dismal  procedures,  I  believe ;  who  is  ravenous  for  Peace,  and 
would  fain  force  Friedrich  along  with  him  on  terms  altogether 
disgraceful  and  inadmissible^]:  you  judge  correctly  of  the 
whole  situation  I  am  in,  of  the  abysses  which  surround  me ; 
and,  as  I  see  by  what  you  say,  of  the  kind  of  hope  that  still 
remains  to  me.  It  will  not  be  till  the  month  of  February 
[Turks,  probably,  and  Tartar  Khan  ;  great  things  coming 
then !]  that  we  can  speak  of  that ;  and  that  is  the  term  I  con- 
template for  deciding  whether  I  shall  hold  to  Cato  [Cato,  — 
and  the  little  Glass  Tube  I  have !]  or  to  Ccesat^s  Commentor 
rieSf^  and  the  best  fight  one  can  make. 

^'  The  School  of  patience  I  am  at  is  hard,  long-continued, 
cruel,  nay  barbarous.  I  have  not  been  able  to  escape  my 
lot:  all  that  human  foresight  could  suggest  has  been  em- 
ployed, and  nothing  has  succeeded.  If  Fortune  continues  to 
pursue  me,  doubtless  I  shall  sink;  it  is  only  she  that  can 
extricate  me  from  the  situation  I  am  in.  I  escape  out  of  it 
by  looking  at  the  Universe  on  the  great  scale,  like  an  observer 
from  some  distant  Planet ;  all  then  seems  to  me  so  infinitely 
small,  and  I  could  almost  pity  my  enemies  for  giving  them- 
selves such  trouble  about  so  very  little.  What  would  become 
of  us  without  philosophy,  without  this  reasonable  contempt 
of  things  frivolous,  transient  and  fugitive,  about  which  the 
greedy  and  ambitious  make  such  a  pother,  fancying  them  to 
be  solid  I  This  is  to  become  wise  by  stripes,  you  will  tell 
me ;  well,  if  one  do  become  wise,  what  matters  it  how  ?  — 
I  read  a  great  deal ;  I  devour  my  Books,  and  that  brings  me 

^  See  lyArgeni'i  Letter  (to  which  thiB  is  Asismet),(Euvrt9  de  FritUric,  six. 
t81,882. 
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useful  alleyiation.  But  for  my  Books,  I  think  hypochondria 
would  have  had  me  in  bedlam  before  now.  In  fine,  dear 
MarquiSy  we  live  in  troublous  times  and  in  desperate  situa- 
tions:—  I  haye  all  the  properties  of  a  Stage-Hero;  always 
in  danger,  always  on  the  point  of  perishing.  One  must  hope 
the  conclusion  will  come;  and  if  the  end  of  the  piece  be 
lucky,  we  will  forget  the  rest.  Patience  then,  tnon  eher,  tiH 
Febniaiy  20th  [By  which  time,  what  far  other  yeritable  star 
of-day  will  have  risen  on  me !].    Adieu,  man  cher. — F.'^  ^ 

TSff  of  Qtuirrel  between  King  and  Henri  (March-April,  1762). 

In  the  Spring  months  Prince  Henri  is  at  Hof  in  Voigtland, 
on  the  extreme  right  of  his  long  line  of  '^  Quarters  behind  the 
Mulda;"  busy  enough,  watching  the  Austrians  and  Beich; 
leyying  the  severe  contributions ;  speeding  all  he  can  the 
manifold  preparatives; — conscious  to  himself  of  the  greatest 
vigilance  and  diligence,  but  wrapt  in  despondency  and  black 
acidulent  humors ;  a  *' Doctor  So  much  the  Worse"  who  is  not 
a  comforting  Correspondent.  From  Hof,  towards  the  middle 
of  March,  he  becomes  specially  gloomy  and  acidulous ;  sends 
a  series  of  Complaints ;  also  of  News,  not  important,  but  all 
rather  in  your  favor,  my  dearest  Brother,  than  in  mine,  if  you 
will  please  to  observe  I    As  thus :  — 

ffenri  (at  Hof,  10th-13th  March).  .  .  .  "Sadly  off  here, 
my  dearest  Brother  I  Of  our  '1,284  head  of  commissariat 
horses,'  only  180  are  come  in;  of  our  *287  drivers,'  not  one. 
Will  be  impossible  to  open  Campaign  at  that  rate."  —  "Grena- 
dier Battalions  Rothenburg  and  Grant  demand  to  have  picked 
men  to  complete  them  [of  Cantonist,  or  sure  Prussian  sort]. 
...  I  find  [nota  bene,  Reader !]  there  are  eight  Austrian  regi- 
ments going  to  Silesia  [off  my  hands,  and  upon  yours,  in  a 
sense],  eight  instead  of  four  that  I  spoke  of :  intending, 
probably,  for  Glatz,  to  replace  Czemichef  [a  Czemichef  off 
for  home  lately,  in  a  most  miraculous  way ;  as  readers  shall 
hear!]  —  to  replace  Czemichef,  and  the  blank  he  has  left 
there  ?  Eight  of  them :  Your  Majesty  can  have  no  difficulty ; 
bot  I  will  detach  Platen  or  somebody,  if  you  order  it ;  though 
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ITO. 

stead  of  infinite  arithmetical  dets^ils,  here  is  part  of  a  lietter 

of  Friedrich's  to  IV Argens ;  and  a  Passage,  one  of  many,  with 

Prince  Henri ;  —  which  command  a  view  into  the  interior  that 

concerns  us. 

The  King  to  UArgms  (at  Berlin). 

"Bhbslau,  18th  Jbbobjj,  1761. 

.  .  .  '^  You  have  lifted  the  political  veil  which  covered^ 
horrors  and  perfidies  meditated  and  ready  to  burst  out  [Bute's 
dismal  procedures,  I  believe ;  who  is  ravenous  for  Peace,  and 
would  fain  force  Friedrich  along  with  him  on  terms  altogether 
disgraceful  and  inadmissible^]:  you  judge  correctly  of  the 
whole  situation  I  am  in,  of  the  abysses  which  surround  me ; 
and,  as  I  see  by  what  you  say,  of  the  kind  of  hope  that  still 
remains  to  me.  It  will  not  be  till  the  month  of  February 
[Turks,  probably,  and  Tartar  Khan ;  great  things  coming 
then !]  that  we  can  speak  of  that ;  and  that  is  the  term  I  con- 
template for  deciding  whether  I  shall  hold  to  Cato  [Oato,  — 
and  the  little  Glass  Tube  I  have !]  or  to  Ccesar^s  Cammentor 
rieSf^  and  the  best  fight  one  can  make. 

^'  The  School  of  patience  I  am  at  is  hard,  long-continued, 
cruel,  nay  barbarous.  I  have  not  been  able  to  escape  my 
lot:  all  that  human  foresight  could  suggest  has  been  em- 
ployed, and  nothing  has  succeeded.  If  Fortune  continues  to 
pursue  me,  doubtless  I  shall  sink;  it  is  only  she  that  can 
extricate  me  from  the  situation  I  am  in.  I  escape  out  of  it 
by  looking  at  the  Universe  on  the  great  scale,  like  an  observer 
from  some  distant  Planet ;  all  then  seems  to  me  so  infinitely 
small,  and  I  could  almost  pity  my  enemies  for  giving  them- 
selves such  trouble  about  so  very  little.  What  would  become 
of  us  without  philosophy,  without  this  reasonable  contempt 
of  things  frivolous,  transient  and  fugitive,  about  which  the 
greedy  and  ambitious  make  such  a  pother,  fancying  them  to 
be  solid  I  This  is  to  become  wise  by  stripes,  you  will  tell 
me;  well,  if  one  do  become  wise,  what  matters  it  how?  — 
I  read  a  great  deal ;  I  devour  my  Books,  and  that  brings  me 

^  See  lyArgeni'i  Letter  (to  which  thiB  is  Answer), (Eutniet  de  FrUHric,  six. 
t81,882. 
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useful  alleviation.  But  for  my  Books,  I  think  hypochondria 
would  have  had  me  in  bedlam  before  now.  In  fine,  dear 
MarquiSy  we  live  in  troublous  times  and  in  desperate  situa- 
tions:—  I  haye  all  the  properties  of  a  Stage-Hero;  always 
in  danger,  always  on  the  point  of  perishing.  One  must  hope 
the  conclusion  will  come ;  and  if  the  end  of  the  piece  be 
lucky,  we  will  forget  the  rest.  Patience  then,  mon  eher,  tiH 
Febniaiy  20th  [By  which  time,  what  far  other  yeritable  star 
of-day  will  have  risen  on  me  I].    Adieuj  mon  cher. — F.'^  ^ 

Tiff  of  Quarrel  between  King  and  Henri  (March-April,  1762). 

In  the  Spring  months  Prince  Henri  is  at  Hof  in  Voigtland, 
on  the  extreme  right  of  his  long  line  of  '^  Quarters  behind  the 
Mulda;''  busy  enough,  watching  the  Austrians  and  Beich; 
leyying  the  severe  contributions ;  speeding  all  he  can  the 
manifold  preparatives; — conscious  to  himself  of  the  greatest 
vigilance  and  diligence,  but  wrapt  in  despondency  and  black 
acidulent  humors ;  a  "  Doctor  So  much  the  Worse,"  who  is  not 
a  comforting  Correspondent.  From  Hof,  towards  the  middle 
of  March,  he  becomes  specially  gloomy  and  acidulous ;  sends 
a  series  of  Complaints ;  also  of  News,  not  important,  but  all 
rather  in  your  favor,  my  dearest  Brother,  than  in  mine,  if  you 
will  please  to  observe  I    As  thus :  — 

ffenri  (at  Hof,  10th-13th  March).  .  .  .  "Sadly  off  here, 
my  dearest  Brother  I  Of  our  <  1,284  head  of  commissariat 
horses,'  only  180  are  come  in;  of  our  *287  drivers,^  not  one. 
Will  be  impossible  to  open  Campaign  at  that  rate.''  —  "  Grena- 
dier Battalions  Rothenburg  and  Grant  demand  to  have  picked 
men  to  complete  them  [of  Cantonist,  or  sure  Prussian  sort]. 
...  I  find  [nota  bene,  Reader !]  there  are  eight  Austrian  regi- 
ments going  to  Silesia  [off  my  hands,  and  upon  yours,  in  a 
sense],  eight  instead  of  four  that  I  spoke  of:  intending, 
probably,  for  Glatz,  to  replace  Czemichef  [a  Czemichef  off 
for  home  lately,  in  a  most  miraculous  way ;  as  readers  shall 
hear!]  —  to  replace  Czemichef,  and  the  blank  he  has  left 
there  ?  Eight  of  them :  Your  Majesty  can  have  no  difficulty ; 
bat  I  will  detach  Platen  or  somebody,  if  you  order  it ;  though 

1  (Ewn$  de  Fr^i&ic,  xix.  SSS,  S8S. 
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iTii. 

stead  of  infinite  arithmetical  dets^ls^  here  is  part  of  a  lietter 

of  Friedrich's  to  IVArgens ;  and  a  Passage,  one  of  many^  with 

Prince  Henri ;  —  which  command  a  view  into  the  interior  that 

concerns  us. 

The  King  to  UArgens  (at  Berlin). 

"Bhbslau,  18th  Jbbobjj,  1761. 

.  .  .  *^You  have  lifted  the  political  veil  which  covered' 
horrors  and  perfidies  meditated  and  ready  to  burst  out  [Bute's 
dismal  procedures,  I  believe ;  who  is  ravenous  for  Peace,  and 
would  fain  force  Friedrich  along  with  him  on  terms  altogether 
disgraceful  and  inadmissible*]:  you  judge  correctly  of  the 
whole  situation  I  am  in,  of  the  abysses  which  surround  me ; 
and,  as  I  see  by  what  you  say,  of  the  kind  of  hope  that  still 
remains  to  me.  It  will  not  be  till  the  month  of  February 
[Turks,  probably,  and  Tartar  Khan ;  great  things  coming 
then !]  that  we  can  speak  of  that ;  and  that  is  the  term  I  con- 
template for  deciding  whether  I  shall  hold  to  Cato  [Gate,  — 
and  the  little  Glass  Tube  I  have !]  or  to  Ccesar^s  Cammentor 
riesP  and  the  best  fight  one  can  make. 

^<  The  School  of  patience  I  am  at  is  hard,  long-continued, 
cruel,  nay  barbarous.  I  have  not  been  able  to  escape  my 
lot:  all  that  human  foresight  could  suggest  has  been  em- 
ployed, and  nothing  has  succeeded.  If  Fortune  continues  to 
pursue  me,  doubtless  I  shall  sink ;  it  is  only  she  that  can 
extricate  me  from  the  situation  I  am  in.  I  escape  out  of  it 
by  looking  at  the  Universe  on  the  great  scale,  like  an  observer 
from  some  distant  Planet ;  all  then  seems  to  me  so  infinitely 
small,  and  I  could  almost  pity  my  enemies  for  giving  them- 
selves such  trouble  about  so  very  little.  What  would  become 
of  us  without  philosophy,  without  this  reasonable  contempt 
of  things  frivolous,  transient  and  fugitive,  about  which  the 
greedy  and  ambitious  make  such  a  pother,  fancying  them  to 
be  solid  I  This  is  to  become  wise  by  stripes,  you  will  tell 
me ;  well,  if  one  do  become  wise,  what  matters  it  how  ?  — 
I  read  a  great  deal ;  I  devour  my  Books,  and  that  brings  me 

^  See  lyAigeni'i  Letter  (to  which  thlB  is  Answer), (Euptm  dt  Fridmc, 
t81,882. 
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osefiil  alleviation.  But  for  my  Books,  I  think  hypochondria 
would  have  had  me  in  bedlam  before  now.  In  fine,  dear 
Marquis,  we  live  in  troublous  times  and  in  desperate  sitoa- 
tions:  —  I  hare  all  the  properties  of  a  Stage-Hero;  always 
in  danger,  always  on  the  point  of  perishing.  One  must  hope 
the  conclusion  will  come;  and  if  the  end  of  the  piece  be 
lucky,  we  will  forget  the  rest.  Patience  then,  mon  eher,  tiH 
February  20th  [By  which  time,  what  far  other  veritable  star 
of-day  will  have  risen  on  me !].     Adieu,  man  eher. — F.''  ^ 

Tiff  of  Quarrel  between  King  and  Henri  (March-April,  1762). 

In  the  Spring  months  Prince  Henri  is  at  Hof  in  Yoigtland, 
on  the  extreme  right  of  his  long  line  of  '^  Quarters  behind  the 
Mulda;''  busy  enough,  watching  the  Austrians  and  Beich; 
levying  the  severe  contributions;  speeding  all  he  can  the 
manifold  preparatives; — conscious  to  himself  of  the  greatest 
vigilance  and  diligence,  but  wrapt  in  despondency  and  black 
aeidulent  humors ;  a  '^  Doctor  So  much  the  Worse,^  who  is  not 
a  comforting  Correspondent.  From  Hof,  towards  the  middle 
of  March,  he  becomes  specially  gloomy  and  acidulous ;  sends 
a  series  of  Complaints ;  also  of  News,  not  important,  but  all 
rather  in  your  favor,  my  dearest  Brother,  than  in  mine,  if  you 
will  please  to  observe  I    As  thus :  — 

Henri  (at  Hof,  10th-13th  March).  .  .  .  "Sadly  off  here, 
my  dearest  Brother!  Of  our  '1,284  head  of  commissariat 
horses,'  only  180  are  come  in ;  of  our  *  287  drivers,'  not  one. 
Will  be  impossible  to  open  Campaign  at  that  rate."  —  '^  Grena- 
dier Battalions  Rothenhurg  and  Grant  demand  to  have  picked 
men  to  complete  them  [of  Cantoniet,  or  sure  Prussian  sort]. 
...  I  find  [nota  bene,  Reader !]  there  are  eight  Austrian  regi- 
ments going  to  Silesia  [off  my  hands,  and  upon  yours,  in  a 
sense],  eight  instead  of  four  that  I  spoke  of :  intending, 
probably,  for  Glatz,  to  replace  Czemichef  [a  Czemichef  off 
for  home  lately,  in  a  most  miraculous  way ;  as  readers  shall 
hear!]  —  to  replace  Czemichef,  and  the  blank  he  has  left 
there  ?  Eight  of  them :  Your  Majesty  can  have  no  difficulty ; 
but  I  will  detach  Platen  or  somebody,  if  you  order  it ;  though 
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stead  of  infinite  arithmetical  dets^ls,  here  is  part  of  a  Xietter 
of  Friedrich's  to  IVArgens ;  and  a  Passage,  one  of  many,  with 
Prince  Henri ;  — which  command  a  view  into  the  interior  that 
concerns  us. 

The  King  to  UArgena  (at  Berlin). 

"Brbsulu,  18th  Jannazy,  176S. 

..."  You  have  lifted  the  political  veil  which  coyered^ 
horrors  and  perfidies  meditated  and  ready  to  burst  out  [Bute's 
dismal  procedures,  I  believe ;  who  is  ravenous  for  Peace,  and 
would  fain  force  Friedrich  along  with  him  on  terms  altogether 
disgraceful  and  inadmissible^]:  you  judge  correctly  of  the 
whole  situation  I  am  in,  of  the  abysses  which  surround  me ; 
and,  as  I  see  by  what  you  say,  of  the  kind  of  hope  that  still 
remains  to  me.  It  will  not  be  till  the  month  of  February 
[Turks,  probably,  and  Tartar  Khan  ;  great  things  coming 
then !]  that  we  can  speak  of  that ;  and  that  is  the  term  I  con- 
template for  deciding  whether  I  shall  hold  to  CcUo  [Cato,  — 
and  the  little  Glass  Tube  I  have !]  or  to  CceaaT^s  Commentor 
ties/'  and  the  best  fight  one  can  make. 

"  The  School  of  patience  I  am  at  is  hard,  long-continued, 
cruel,  nay  barbarous.  I  have  not  been  able  to  escape  my 
lot:  all  that  human  foresight  could  suggest  has  been  em- 
ployed, and  nothing  has  succeeded.  If  Fortune  continues  to 
pursue  me,  doubtless  I  shall  sink ;  it  is  only  she  that  can 
extricate  me  from  the  situation  I  am  in.  I  escape  out  of  it 
by  looking  at  the  Universe  on  the  great  scale,  like  an  observer 
from  some  distant  Planet ;  all  then  seems  to  me  so  infinitely 
small,  and  I  could  almost  pity  my  enemies  for  giving  them- 
selves such  trouble  about  so  very  little.  What  would  become 
of  us  without  philosophy,  without  this  reasonable  contempt 
of  things  frivolous,  transient  and  fugitive,  about  which  the 
greedy  and  ambitious  make  such  a  pother,  fancying  them  to 
be  solid !  This  is  to  become  wise  by  stripes,  you  will  tell 
me ;  well,  if  one  do  become  wise,  what  matters  it  how  ?  — 
I  read  a  great  deal ;  I  devour  my  Books,  and  that  brings  me 

^  See  ly Argent's  Letter  (to  which  this  is  Answer ),(Ettrrei  de  Fridhie,  xiau 
SS1,S82. 
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useful  alleyiatdon.  But  for  my  Books,  I  think  hypochondria 
would  have  had  me  in  bedlam  before  now.  In  fine,  dear 
Marquis,  we  live  in  troublous  times  and  in  desperate  situa- 
tions:— I  haye  all  the  properties  of  a  Stage-Hero;  always 
in  danger,  always  on  the  point  of  perishing.  One  must  hope 
the  conclusion  will  come;  and  if  the  end  of  the  piece  be 
lucky,  we  will  forget  the  rest.  Patience  then,  mon  cher,  tiH 
Febniaiy  20th  [By  which  time,  what  far  other  veritable  star 
of-day  will  have  risen  on  me !].     Adieu,  mon  cher.  — F.''  ^ 

Tiff  of  Quarrel  between  King  and  Henri  (March-April,  1762). 

In  the  Spring  months  Prince  Henri  is  at  Hof  in  Yoigtland, 
on  the  extreme  right  of  his  long  line  of  '^  Quarters  behind  the 
Mulda;"  busy  enough,  watching  the  Austrians  and  Beich; 
levying  the  severe  contributions ;  speeding  all  he  can  the 
manifold  preparatives; — conscious  to  himself  of  the  greatest 
vigilance  and  diligence,  but  wi*apt  in  despondency  and  black 
acidulent  humors ;  a  '^ Doctor  So  much  the  Woree,^  who  is  not 
a  comforting  Correspondent.  From  Hof,  towards  the  middle 
of  March,  he  becomes  specially  gloomy  and  acidulous ;  sends 
a  series  of  Complaints ;  also  of  News,  not  important,  but  all 
rather  in  your  favor,  my  dearest  Brother,  than  in  mine,  if  you 
will  please  to  observe  I    As  thus :  — 

Henri  (at  Hof,  10th-13th  March).  .  .  .  "Sadly  off  here, 
my  dearest  Brother!  Of  our  ^1,284  head  of  commissariat 
horses,'  only  180  are  come  in ;  of  our  *  287  drivers,'  not  one. 
Will  be  impossible  to  open  Campaign  at  that  rate."  —  "  Grena- 
dier Battalions  Rothenburg  and  Grant  demand  to  have  picked 
men  to  complete  them  [of  Cantoniet,  or  sure  Prussian  sort]. 
...  I  find  [nota  bene.  Reader !]  there  are  eight  Austrian  regi- 
ments going  to  Silesia  [off  my  hands,  and  upon  yours,  in  a 
sense],  eight  instead  of  four  that  I  spoke  of:  intending, 
probably,  for  Glatz,  to  replace  Czemichef  [a  Czemichef  off 
for  home  lately,  in  a  most  miraculous  way ;  as  readers  shall 
hear!]  —  to  replace  Czemichef,  and  the  blank  he  has  left 
there  ?  Eight  of  them :  Your  Majesty  can  have  no  difficulty ; 
bat  I  will  detach  Platen  or  somebody,  if  you  order  it ;  though 

1  (Ewm  de  Fr^dOrie,  xix.  2S2,  SSS. 
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I  am  myself  perilously  ill  off  here,-  so  scattered  into  parts,  not 
capable  of  speedy  junction  like  your  Majesty.'^ 

Friedrich  (14tli-16th  March).  '' Commissariat  horses,  driy- 
ers?  I  arranged  and  provided  where  everything  was  to  be 
got.  But  if  my  orders  are  not  executed,  nor  the  requisi- 
tions brought  in,  of  course  there  is  failure.  I  am  despatching 
Adjutant  von  Anhalt  to  Saxony  a  second  time,  to  enforce 
matters.  If  I  could  be  for  three  weeks  in  Saxony,  myself, 
I  believe  I  could  put  all  on  its  right  footing ;  but,  as  I  must 
not  stir  two  steps  from  here,  I  will  send  you  Anhalt,  with 
orders  to  the  Generals,  to  compel  them  to  their  duty."  *  "As 
to  Grenadier  Battalions  Grant  and  Rothenburg,  it  is  absurd." 
(Henri  falls  silent  for  about  a  week,  brooding  his  gloom;  — 
not  aware  that  still  worse  is  coming.)    King  continues :  — 

King  (22d  March).  "Eight  regiments,  you  said?  Here, 
by  enclosed  List,  are  seventeen  of  them,  names  and  particu- 
lars all  given,"  which  is  rather  a  different  view  of  the  account 
against  Silesia  I  Seventeen  of  them,  going,  not  for  Glatz,  I 
should  say,  but  to  strengthen  our  Enemies  hereabouts. 

Henri,  "Hm,  hah  [answers  only  in  Grerman;  dry  military 
reports,  official  merely ;  —  thinks  of  writing  to  Chief-Clerk 
Eiohel,  who  is  factotum  in  these  spheres].  .  .  .  Artillery 
recruits  are  scarce  in  the  extreme ;  demand  bounty :  five 
thalers,  shall  we  say  ?  " 

King,  "  Seventeen  regiments  of  them,  beyond  question, 
instead  of  eight,  coming  on  us :  strauge  that  you  did  n't  warn 
me  better.  I  have  therefore  ordered  your  Major-General 
Schmettau  hitherward  at  once.  As  he  has  not  done  raising 
the  contributions  in  the  Lausitz,  you  must  send  another  to 
do  it,  and  have  them  ready  when  General  Platen  passes  that 
way  hither."  —  "'Five  thalers  bounty  for  artillerymen,'  say 
you  ?  It  is  not  to  be  thought  of.  Artillery  men  can  be  had 
by  conscription  where  you  are."  Henri  (in  silence,  still  more 
indignant)  sends  military  reports  exclusively.  March  26th, 
Henri's  gloom  reaches  the  igniting  point ;  he  writes  to  Chief- 
Clerk  Eiohel :  — 

<<  Monsieur,  you  are  aware  that  Adjutant  von  Anhalt  is  on 

i  8cb5iuJ9g,  iU.  301, 302. 
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the  way  hither.  To  judge  by  his  orders,  if  they  correspond 
to  the  Letters  I  have  had  from  the  Eong,  Adjutant  Yon 
Anhalfs  appearance  here  will  produce  an  embarrassment^ 
from  which  I  am  resolved  to  extricate  myself  by  a  voluntary 
retirement  from  office.  My  totally  ruined  (aJbinUe)  health, 
the  vexations  I  have  had,  the  fatigues  and  troubles  of  war, 
leave  in  me  little  regret  to  quit  the  employment.  I  solicit 
only,  from  your  attentions  and  skill  of  management,  that  my 
retreat  be  permitted  to  take  place  with  the  decency  observed 
towards  those  who  have  served  the  State.  I  have  not  a  high 
opinion  of  my  services ;  but  perhaps  I  am  not  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  it  would  be  more  a  shame  to  the  Eling  than 
to  me  if  he  should  make  me  endure  all  manner  of  chagrins 
during  my  retirement.'*  * 

Eichel  sinks  into  profound  reflection ;  says  nothing.  How 
is  this  fire  to  be  got  under  ?  Where  is  the  place  to  trample 
on  it,  before  opening  door  or  window,  or  saying  a  word  to  the 
King  or  anybody  ? 

Henri  (same  day,  26th  March).  ''My  dearest  Brother, — 
In  the  List  you  send  me  of  those  seventeen  Austrian  regi- 
ments, several,  I  am  informed,  are  still  in  Saxony ;  and  by 
all  the  news  that  I  get,  there  are  only  eight  gone  towards 
Silesia."  — "From  Leipzig  my  accounts  are,  the  Reichs  Army 
is  to  make  a  movement  in  advance,  and  Prince  Xavier  with 
the  Saxons  was  expected  at  Naumburg  the  20th  ult.  I  kuow 
not  if  you  have  arranged  with  Duke  Ferdinand  for  a  propor- 
tionate succor,  in  case  his  French  also  should  try  to  penetrate 
into  Saxony  upon  me  ?  I  am,  with  the  profoundest  attach- 
ment, your  faithful  and  devoted  servant  and  Brotlier." 

King  (30th  March).  "  Seventeen  of  them,  you  may  depend ; 
I  am  too  well  informed  to  be  allowed  to  doubt  in  any  way. 
What  you  report  of  the  Beichsf  oik  and  Saxons  moving  hither, 
thither ;  that  seems  to  me  a  bit  of  game  on  their  part.  They 
will  try  to  cut  one  post  from  you,  then  another,  unless  you 
MiemUe  a  corps  and  go  in  upon  them.  Till  you  decide  for 
this  resolution,  you  have  nothing  but  chicanes  and  provoca- 
tkniB  to  ezpeot  there.    As  to  Duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick, 

1  SchSaing,  ill  307. 
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I  don't  imagine  that  his  Orders  [from  England]  would  permit 
him  what  you  propose  [for  relief  of  yourself]:  at  any  rate, 
you  will  have  to  write  at  least  thrice  to  him,  — that  is  to  say, 
waste  three  weeks,  before  he  will  answer  No  or  Yes.  You 
yourself  are  in  force  enough  for  those  fellows :  but  so  long  as 
you  keep  on  the  defensive  alone,  the  enemy  gains  time,  and 
things  will  always  go  a  bad  road."  Henri's  patience  is  already 
out ;  this  same  day  he  is  writing  to  the  King. 

Henri  (30th  March).  .  .  .  "You  have  hitherto  received 
proofs  enough  of  my  ways  of  thinking  and  acting  to  know  that 
if  in  reality  I  was  mistaken  about  those  eight  regiments,  it 
can  only  have  been  a  piece  of  ignorance  on  the  part  of  my 
spy :  meanwhile  you  are  pleased  to  make  me  responsible  for 
what  misfortune  may  come  of  it.  I  think  I  have  my  hands 
full  with  the  task  laid  on  me  of  guarding  4,000  square  miles 
of  country  with  fewer  troops  than  you  have,  and  of  being  oppo- 
site an  enemy  whose  posts  touch  upon  ours,  and  who  is  supe- 
rior in  force.  Your  preceding  Letters  [from  March  16th 
hitherto],  on  which  I  have  wished  to  be  silent,  and  this  last 
proof  of  want  of  affection,  show  me  too  clearly  to  what  for- 
tune I  have  sacrificed  these  Six  Years  of  Campaigning." 

King  (3d  April :  Official  Orders  given  in  Teutsch ;  at  the  tail 
of  which).  "  Spare  your  wrath  and  indignation  at  your  ser- 
vant, Monseigneur  I  You,  who  preach  indulgence,  have  a  little 
of  it  for  persons  who  have  no  intention  of  offending  you,  or 
of  failing  in  respect  for  you ;  and  deign  to  receive  with  more 
benignity  the  humble  representations  which  the  conjunctures 
sometimes  force  from  me.  F." — Which  relieves  Eichel  of  his 
difficulties,  and  quenches  this  sputter.^ 

Prince  Henri,  for  all  his  complaining,  did  beautifully  this 
Season  again  (though  to  us  it  must  be  silent,  being  small-war 
merely)  ;  —  and  in  particular.  May  12thy  early  in  the  morning, 
simultaneously  in  many  different  parts,  burst  across  the  Mulda, 
ten  or  twenty  miles  long  (or  broad  rather,  from  his  right  hand 
to  his  left),  sudden  as  lightning,  upon  the  supine  Serbelloni 
and  his  Austrians  and  Keichsfolk.    And  hurled  them  back, 

^  Plncked  np  from  the  waste  imbroglios  of  Schffning  (ill.  296-311),  bj  a^ 
nuBging  and  omitting. 
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one  and  all,  almost  to  the  Plauen  Chasm  and  their  old  haunts ; 
widening  his  quarters  notably.^  A  rdally  brilliant  thing,  testi- 
fies everybody,  though  not  to  be  dwelt  on  here.  SeidHtz  was 
of  it  (much  fine  cutting  and  careering,  from  the  Seidlitz  and 
others,  we  have  to  omit  in  these  two  Saxon  Campaigns  I)  — 
Seidlitz  was  of  it ;  he,  and  another  still  more  special  acquain- 
tance of  ours,  the  learned  Quintus  Icilius ;  who  also  did  his 
best  in  it,  but  lost  his  '^  Amusette  "  (small  bit  of  cannon,  ^'  Play- 
thing," so  called  by  Mar^chal  de  Saxe,  inventor  of  the  article), 
and  did  not  shine  like  Seidlitz. 

Henri's  quarters  being  notably  widened  in  this  way,  and 
nothing  but  torpid  Serbellonis  and  Prince  Stollbergs  on  the 
opposite  part,  Henri  ^^  drew  himself  out  thirty-five  miles 
long;"  and  stood  there,  almost  looking  into  Plauen  region  as 
formerly.  And  with  his  fiery  Seidlitzes,  Kleists,  made  a  hand- 
some Summer  of  it.  And  beat  the  Austrians  and  Beichsfolk 
at  Freyberg  (petober  29th,  a  fine  Battle,  and  his  sole  one),  — 
on  the  Horse  which  afterwards  carried  Gtellert,  as  is  pleasantly 
known. 

But  we  are  omitting  the  news  from  Petersburg,— which 
came  the  very  day  after  that  gloomy  Letter  to  UArgens; 
months  before  the  Tiff  of  Quarrel  with  Henri,  and  the  brilliant 
better  destinies  of  that  (Gentleman  in  his  Campaign. 

Bright  News  from  Petersburg  (certain,  Jan.  19th)  ;  which 
grow  ever  brighter;  and  become  a  Star-of-day  for  Fried' 
rich. 

To  Friedrich,  long  before  all  this  of  Henri,  indeed  almost 
oil  the  very  day  while  he  was  writing  so  despondently  to 
D'Argens,  a  new  phasis  had  arisen.  Hardly  had  he  been  five 
veeks  at  Breslau,  in  those  gloomy  circumstances,  when, — 
&bont  the  middle  of  January,  1762  (day  not  given,  though 
it  is  forever  notable),  —  there  arrive  rumors,  arrive  news,  — 
i>0W8  from  Petersburg ;  such  as  this  King  never  had  before  I 

^  Beridd  von  dem  Uebergang  Qber  die  Mtdde^  den  der  Prim  Heinrick  din 
Utai  Mag  17e2  gUkstikk  caug^Uhrt  (in  Seyfartb,  Beylagen,  iu.  SSO-291). 
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^^  Among  the  thousand  ill  strokes  of  Fortune,  does  there  at 
length  come  one  pre-eminently  good  ?  The  unspeakable  Sov- 
ereign Woman,  is  she  verily  dead,  then,  and  become  peaoeaUe 
to  me  forevermore  ?^'  We  promised  Friedrioh  a  wonderful 
star-of-day ;  and  this  is  it,  — though  it  is  long  before  he  dare 
quite  regard  it  as  such.  Peter,  the  Successor,  he  knows  to  be 
secretly  his  friend  and  admirer ;  if  only,  in  the  new  Czarish 
capacity  and  its  chaotic  environments  and  conditions,  Peter 
dare  and  can  assert  these  feelings  ?  What  a  hope  to  Friedrich, 
from  this  time  onward  I  Russia  may  be  counted  as  the  bigger 
half  of  all  he  had  to  strive  with ;  the  bigger,  or  at  least  the 
far  uglier,  more  ruinous  and  incendiary  {-—and  if  this  were  at 
once  taken  away,  think  what  a  daybreak  when  the  night  was 
at  the  blackest ! 

Pious  people  say,  The  darkest  hour  is  often  nearest  the 
dawn.  And  a  dawn  this  proved  to  be  for  Friedrich.  And  the 
fact  grew  always  the  longer  the  brighter ;  —  and  before  Cam- 
paign time,  had  ripened  into  real  daylight  and  sunrise.  The 
dates  should  have  been  precise ;  but  are  not  to  be  had  so :  here 
is  the  nearest  we  could  come.  January  14th,  writing  to  Henri, 
the  King  has  a  mysterious  word  about  ''possibilities  of  an  un- 
common sort,''  —  rumors  from  Petersburg,  I  could  conjecture ; 
though  perhaps  they  are  only  Turk  or  Tartar-Khan  afiEairs, 
which  are  higher  this  year  than  ever,  and  as  futile  as  ever. 
But,  on  January  19^/i,  he  has  heard  plainly,  —  with  what 
hopes  (if  one  durst  indulge  them)!  —  that  the  implacable 
Imperial  Woman,  infdme  Catin  du  Nord,  is  verily  dead. 
Dead ;  and  does  not  hate  me  any  more.  Deliverance,  Peace 
and  Victory  lie  in  the  word !  —  Catin  had  long  been  failing, 
but  they  kept  it  religiously  secret  within  the  Court  walls: 
even  at  Petersburg  nobody  knew  till  the  Prayers  of  the 
Church  were  required :  Prayers  as  zealous  as  you  can,  —  the 
Doctors  having  plainly  intimated  that  she  is  desperate,  and 
that  the  thing  is  over.  On  Christmas-day,  1761,  by  Russian 
Style,  6th  January,  17G2,  by  European,  the  poor  Imperial 
Catin  lay  dead ;  —  a  death  still  more  important  than  that  of 
George  II.  to  this  King. 

Peter  III.,  who  succeeded,  has  long  been  privately  a  swoni 
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friend  and  admirer  of  the  King ;  and  hastens^  not  too  slowly 
as  the  King  had  feared,  but  &r  the  reverse,  to  make  that 
known  to  all  mankind.  That,  and  much  else,  —  in  a  far  too 
headlong  manner,  poor  soul  I  Like  an  ardent,  violent,  totally 
inexperienced  person  (enfranchised  sehool4>oy,  come  to  the  age 
of  thirty-four),  who  has  sat  hitherto  in  darkness,  in  intolerable 
compression ;  as  if  buried  alive !  He  is  now  Czar  Peter,  Auto- 
crat, not  of  Himself  only,  but  of  All  the  Bussias; — and 
has,  besides  the  complete  regeneration  of  Russia,  two  great 
thoughts:  Finty  That  of  avenging  native  Holstein,  and  his 
poor  martyr  of  a  Father  now  with  Gtod,  against  the  Danes ;  — • 
and, 

Seamdf  what  is  scarcely  second  in  importance  to  the  first, 
and  indeed  is  practically  a  kind  of  preliminary  to  it,  That  of 
delivering  the  Prussian  Pattern  of  Heroes  from  such  a  pattern 
of  foul  combinations,  and  bringing  Peace  to  Europe,  while  he 
settles  the  Holstein-Danish  business.  Peter  is  Bussian  by 
the  Mother's  side ;  his  Mother  was  Sister  of  the  late  Catin,  a 
Daughter,  like  her,  of  Czar  Peter  called  the  Great,  and  of  the 
little  brown  Catharine  whom  we  saw  transiently  long  ago. 
His  Holstein  Business  shall  concern  us  little ;  but  that  with 
Friedrich,  during  the  brief  Six  Months  allowed  him  for  it,  — 
for  it,  and  for  all  his  remaining  businesses  in  this  world,  — is 
of  the  highest  importance  to  Friedrich  and  us. 

Peter  is  one  of  the  wildest  men ;  his  fate,  which  was  tragical, 
is  now  to  most  readers  rather  of  a  ghastly  grotesque  than  of 
a  lamentable  and  pitiable  character.  Few  know,  or  have  ever 
considered,  in  how  wild  an  element  poor  Peter  was  born  and 
nursed;  what  a  time  he  has  had,  since  his  fifteenth  year 
especially,  when  Cousin  of  Zerbst  and  he  were  married.  Per- 
haps the  wildest  and  maddest  any  human  soul  had,  during  that 
Century.  I  find  in  him,  starting  out  from  the  Lethean  quag- 
oiires  where  he  had  to  grow,  a  certain  rash  greatness  of  idea ; 
traces  of  veritable  conviction,  just  resolution;  veritable  and 
just,  though  rash.  That  of  admiration  for  King  Friedrich 
was  not  intrinsically  foolish,  in  the  solitary  thoughts  of  the 
poor  young  fellow ;  nay  it  was  the  reverse ;  though  it  was 
hif^j  inopportune  in  the  place  where  he  stood.    Nor  was  the 
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Holstein  notion  bad ;  it  was  generous  rather^  noble  and  natural, 

though^  again,  somewhat  impracticable  in  the  circumstances. 

The  summary  of  the  Friedrich-Peter  business  is  perhaps 
already  known  to  most  readers,  and  can  be  very  briefly  given ; 
nor  is  Peter's  tragical  Six  Months  of  Czarship  (5th  January-' 
9th  July,  1762)  a  thing  for  us  to  dwell  on  beyond  need.  But 
it  is  wildly  tragical;  strokes  of  deep  pathos  in  it,  blended 
with  the  ghastly  and  grotesque:  it  is  part  of  Friedrich's 
strange  element  and  environment :  and  though  the  outer  inci- 
dents are  public  enough,  it  is  essentially  little  known.  Had 
there  been  an  iEschylus,  had  there  been  a  Shakspeare  I  —  But 
poor  Peter's  shocking  Six  Months  of  History  has  been  treated 
by  a  far  different  set  of  hands,  themselves  almost  shocking  to 
see :  and,  to  the  seriously  inquiring  mind,  it  lies,  and  will  long 
lie,  in  a  very  waste,  chaotic,  enigmatic  condition.  Here,  out 
of  considerable  bundles  now  burnt,  are  some  rough  jottings. 
Excerpts  of  Notes  and  Studies,  —  which,  I  still  doubt  rather, 
ought  to  have  gone  in  Auto  da  Fi  along  with  the  others.  AvJbo 
daFS  1  called  it;  Act  of  Faith,  not  Spanish-Inquisitional,  but 
essentially  Celestial  many  times,  if  you  reflect  well  on  the 
poisonous  consequences,  on  the  sinfulness  and  deadly  crimi- 
nality, of  Human  Babble,  —  as  nobody  does  nowadays !  I  label 
the  different  Pieces,  and  try  to  make  legible ;  —  hasty  readers 
have  the  privilege  of  skipping,  if  they  like.  The  first  Two  are 
of  preliminary  or  prefatory  nature,  —  perhaps  still  more  skip- 
pable  than  those  that  will  by  and  by  follow. 

1.  Genealoyy  of  Peter.  "  His  grandfather  was  Friedrich  IV., 
Duke  of  Holstein-€rottorp  and  Schleswig,  Karl  XII.'s  brother- 
in-law;  on  whose  score  it  was  (Denmark  finding  the  time 
opportune  for  a  stroke  of  robbery  there)  that  Karl  XII.,  a 
young  lad  hardly  eighteen,  first  took  arms ;  and  began  the 
career  of  fighting  that  astonished  Denmark  and  certain  other 
Neighbors  who  had  been  too  covetous  on  a  young  King.  This 
his  young  Brother-in-law,  Friedrich  of  Holstein-Gottorp  (young 
he  too,  though  Karl's  senior  by  ten  years),  had  been  reinstated 
in  his  Territory,  and  the  Danes  sternly  forbidden  farther 
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'^ Peter  is  an  abstruse  creature;  has  lived,  all  this  whiles 
with  his  Catharine  an  abstruse  life,  whioh  would  have  gone 
altogether  mad  except  for  Catharine's  superior  sense.  An 
awkward,  ardent,  but  helpless  kind  of  Peter,  with  vehement 
desires,  with  a  dash  of  wild  magnanimity  even :  but  in  such 
an  inextricable  element,  amid  such  darkness,  such  provocations 
of  unmanageable  opulence,  such  impediments,  imaginary  and 
real,  —  dreadfully  real  to  poor  Peter,  —  as  made  him  the  unique 
of  mankind  in  his  time.  He  '  used  to  drill  cats,'  it  is  said,  and 
to  do  the  maddest-looking  things  (in  his  late  buried-alive  oon- 
dition) ;  —  and  fell  partly,  never  quite,  which  was  wonderful, 
into  drinking,  as  the  solution  of  his  inextricabilities.  Poor 
Peter :  always,  and  now  more  than  ever,  the  cynosure  of  vul- 
turous vulpine  neighbors,  withal ;  which  infinitely  aggravated 
his  otherwise  bad  case  !  — 

"  For  seven  or  eight  years,  there  came  no  progeny,  nor  oould 
come;  about  the  eighth  or  ninth,  there  could,  and  did:  the 
marvellous  Czar  Paul  that  was  to  be.  Concerning  whose  exaet 
paternity  there  are  still  calumnious  assertions  widely  current; 
to  this  individual  Editor  much  a  matter  of  indifference,  though 
on  examining,  his  verdict  is :  '  Calumnies,  to  all  appearance ; 
mysteries  which  decent  or  decorous  socieiy  refuses  to  speak  o^ 
and  which  indecent  is  pretty  sure  to  make  calumnies  out  of.' 
Czar  Paul  may  be  considered  genealogicaUy  genuine,  if  that  is 
much  an  object  to  him.  Poor  Paul,  does  not  he  father  himself j 
were  there  nothing  more  ?  Only  that  Peter  and  this  Catharine 
could  have  begotten  such  a  Paul.  Grenealogically  genuine 
enough,  my  poor  Czar,  —  that  needed  to  be  garroted  so  voiy 
soon! 

2.  Of  Catharine  and  the  Books  upon  Peter  and  Her.  **  Catha> 
rine  too  had  an  intricate  time  of  it  under  the  Catin ;  wbicH 
was  consoled  to  her  only  by  a  tolerably  rapid  succession  of 
lovers,  the  best  the  ground  yielded.  In  which  department  it 
is  well  known  what  a  Thrice-Greatest  she  became :  superior  to 

of  Wfirtemberg  a  new  Gorernor's  Daughter],  who  is  Mother  of  the  Cxars 
that  foUow,  was  horn:"  Prenss,  ii.  310,  311.  Catharine,  during  her  reign, 
was  pious  in  a  small  waj  to  the  place  of  her  cradle ;  sent  her  sacoetsiTt 
Medals  Ac.  to  Stettin,  which  still  has  them  to  show. 
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any  Charles  XL 9  equsH  abmost  to  sn  Aogost  tbe  Strang!  Of 
her  Tores  now  and  Lenoef  ortlk,  irhich  are  heartily  xminterestii^ 
to  czi«y  I  propose  to  say  nothzDg  farther ;  uiert^  this,  That  m 
extent  they  probably  riralled  the  highest  male  soveKOgn  ^govet 
(aad  are  to  be  pot  in  the  sazne  oat^fony  wii^  these,  and  daimieA 
as  deep,  or  a  little  deeper)  9  —  and  <sost  her,  in  gifts,  in  mag^ 
ni&oent  pensions  to  the  emeriti  (for  she  did  things  always  in 
a  gx-^andiose  manner,  qpietly  and  yet  ineKocahly  dismissing  tba 
eii«9-ih»  with  stores  of  gold),  the  oonsideraUe  sum  of  20  miL 
liocLs  sterling,  in  the  ooorse  of  her  long  reign.  One,  or  sX  most 
two,  were  off  on  pension^  when  Hanboxy  Williams  bronght 
Poiiaiatowski  for  her,  as  we  transiently  saw.  Poniatowski  will 
be  ^^ing  of  Poland  in  the  oonrse  of  events.  .  .  . 

^'  IKossia  is  not  a  publishing  ooiintry;  the  Books  about 
Cat^liarine  are  few,  and  of  little  worth.  Tooke^  an  English 
Ch^^plain ;  CasUra,  an  unknown  French  Hanger-on,  who  copies 
borxi  Tooke,  or  Tooke  from  him  :  these  are  to  be  read,  as  the 
t^ad-best,  and  will  yield  little  satisfactory  insight ;  Cast^ira,  in 
pax^cular,  a  great  deal  of  dubious  backstairs  gossip  and  street 
f^ii3i:i.or,  which  are  not  delightful  to  a  reader  of  sense.  In  fine, 
t^er^  has  been  published,  in  these  very  years,  a  Fragment  of 
®a^ly  Autobiography  by  Catharine  herself,  —  a  credible  and 
^^tily  remarkable  little  Piece :  worth  all  the  others,  if  it  is 
^c>wledge  of  Catharine  you  are  seeking.*  A  most  placid, 
soXi^  substantial  young  Lady  comes  to  light  there ;  dropped 
^"^o  such  an  element  as  might  have  driven  most  people  mad. 
^^t  it  did  not  her ;  it  only  made  her  wiser  and  wiser  in  her 

*  Mimoirts  de  TlmpSratrice  Catharine  II,,  Merits  par  eUe-mSme  (A.  Henen 
•^*«Bg ;  London,  1859) ;  —  which  we  already  cited,  on  occasion  of  Catharine'! 


-^WnoDymooa  (Cast^ra),  Vie  de  Catharine  II.,  Imp&atriee  de  Rttuie  (k  Parif, 
^^37;  or  reprinted,  moat  of  it,  enough  of  it,  h  Vareovie,  1798)  3  tomea,  8?o. 
Toole,  Life  of  Catharine  II.  (4th  edition,  London,  1800),  3  vol*.  8vo  ;  View  of 
**  RuMtian  Empire  during  &c.  (London,  1799),  3  vols.  8vo.  —  Hormann, 
^^^dtkke  dee  Rum»ehen  StaaU  (Hamburg,  1853  ft  anteh),  v.  241-308  et  M»q. ; 
*  ^  mach  the  moat  solid  Book,  thoufch  a  dull  and  heavy.  Stenzcl  citeM,  as 
Harmann,  a  Biographie  Petere  dee  Iflten ;  wliirh  no  donitt  exifiti*,  in 
3Toliimea;  but  where,  when,  by  whom,  or  of  wliat  quality,  they  do 

tin 
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generatioiL  Element  Uack,  hideooBy  diity,  as  Lapland  Sor- 
eery ;  — in  which  the  first  dear  du^  is,  to  hold  one's  tongue 
welly  and  keep  one's  eyes  open.  Stars, — not  very  heavenly, 
but  of  fixed  nature,  and  heavenly  to  Catharine,  —  a  star  or 
two,  shine  through  the  abominable  murk:  Steady^  patient; 
steer  silently,  in  all  weathers,  towards  these  I 

''Toung  Catharine's  immovable  equanimity  in  this  dis> 
tracted  environment  strikes  us  very  much.  Peter  is  careering, 
tumbling  about,  on  all  manner  of  absurd  broomsticks,  driven 
too  surely  by  the  Devil;  terrific-absurd  big  Lapland  Witch, 
surrounded  by  multitudes  smaller,  and  some  of  them  less  ugly. 
Will  be  Czar  of  Russia,  however;  —  and  is  one's  so-called^ 
Husband.  These  are  prospects  for  an  observant,  immovably 
steady-going  young  Woman  I  The  reigning  Czarina,  old  Catit 
herself,  is  silently  the  Olympian  Jove  to  Catharine,  who 
veres  her  very  much.  Though  articulately  stupid  as  ever,  i 
this  Book  of  Catharine's,  she  comes  out  with  a  dumb  weigh.^ 
of  silence,  of  obstinacy,  of  intricate  abrupt  rigor,  which  —  wlx> 
knows  but  it  may  savor  of  dumb  unconscious  wisdom  in  tka 
fat  old  blockhead  ?  The  Book  says  little  of  her,  and  in  th» 
way  of  criticism,  of  praise  or  of  blame,  nothing  whatever ;  bu^ 
one  gains  the  notion  of  some  dark  human  female  object,  bigger^ 
than  one  had  fancied  it  before. 

«« Catharine  steered  towards  her  stars.    Lovers  were  vouch— — 
saf  ed  her,  of  a  kind  (her  small  stars,  as  we  may  call  them) ; 
and,  at  length,  through  perilous  intricacies,  the  big  star,  At 
tocracy  of  All  the  Kussias,  —  through  what  horrors  of  intricacy,  ^s' 
that  last !    She  had  hoped  always  it  would  be  by  HusbaucL^^ 
Peter  that  she,  with  the  deeper  steady  head,  would  be 
crat :  but  the  intricacies  kept  increasing,  grew  at  last  to  th( 
strangling  pitch;  and  it  came  to  be,  between  Peter  and  her^ 
'Either  you  to  Siberia  (perhaps /arfA«r),  or  else  I !'    And  11 
was  Peter  that  had  to  go; — in  what  hideous  way  is  w( 
enough  known;   no  Siberia,  no  Holstein  thought  to  be 
enough  for  Peter :  —  and  Catharine,  merely  weeping  a  littL  ^   ^ 
for   him,  mounted  to  the  Autocracy  herself.    And  then,  th^  -^ 
big  star  of  stars  being  once  hers,  she  had,  not  in  the  lover  kin_^ 
alone,  but  in  all  unoelestial  kinds,  whole  nebidss  and  milky^ 
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ways  of  small  stars.  A  very  Semirainis,  or  the  Louis-Qaatans 
of  those  Northern  Parts.  '  Second  Creatress  of  Russia,*  second 
Peter  the  Great  in  a  sense.  To  me  none  of  the  loTcUest  ob- 
jects ;  yet  there  are  uglier,  how  infinitely  uglier :  object 
grandiose,  if  not  great'' — We  return  to  Friedrich  and  the 
Death  of  Catin. 

Colonel  Hordt,  I  believe,  was  the  first  who  credibly  apprised 
Friedrich  of  the  great  Russian  Event.  Colonel  Hordt,  late  of 
the  Free-Corps  ffardt,  but  captive  since  soon  after  the  Kuners- 
dorf  time;  and  whose  doleful  quasi-infernal  ^Hwenty-flvo 
months  and  three  days"  in  the  Citadel  of  Petersburg  have 
changed  in  one  hour  into  celestial  glories  in  the  Court  of  that 
City;  — as  readers  shall  themselves  see  anon.  By  Hordt  or 
by  whomsoever,  the  instant  Friedrich  heard,  by  an  authentic 
source,  of  the  new  Czar's  Accession,  Friedrich  hastened  to 
torn  round  upon  him  with  the  friendliest  attitude,  with  arms 
as  if  ready  to  open ;  dismissing  all  his  Russian  Prisoners ;  and 
testifying,  in  every  polite  and  royal  way,  how  gla<lly  he  would 
sdyance  if  permitted*  To  which  the  Czar,  by  Hordt  and  by 
other  channels,  imperially  responded ;  rushing  forward,  be,  as 
if  with  arms  flung  wide. 

January  31st  is  Order  from  the  King,^  That  our  Russian 
Prisoners,  one  and  all,  shod,  clad  and  dieted,  be  fr/rthwith  s«t 
imder  way  from  Stettin :  in  return  for  which  gem^rmity  tiut 
Prassians,  from  Siberia  or  wherever  they  were  buried,  are, 
soon  after,  hastening  home  in  like  manner  Oud/zwitsh, 
Peter's  favorite  Adjutant,  who  had  been  sent  t/t  r/frti/rralulkJtA 
at  Zerbst,  comes  round  by  Breslau  (f*t\mxk,ry  Vfth),  ntui  has 
joyfully  benign  audience  next  day ;  directly  f/n  tlie  he*:  I  /// 
whom.  Adjutant  Colonel  rrm  dfit  Goltz,  w\^,  Ix  KomfMr^ij'.fr  %m 
▼ell  as  ColoneL  and  ii3idf:ntuid.^  Xhia^^jt  *A  ^/»J»if>e*ie.  j^'^«  t// 
Petersburg.  February  ISd.  Czar:*L  Maj*".*}  ..  ♦/>  \\j^  If/rtor  tA 
Vienna  and  ^ad  a«toiii%LrL*Tit  of  siiu:;k.r.'i.  <-;r..*.*  I>'/;;A/3itf,«//ft 
OTote  to  an  tb?  Forei;ci  p:2.':^:>r>^>t  :rj  V*^-Jrf%\^iV/j.,  "^'WasA 
tberc  OQ^t  to  l^  Peaee  wltL  t;--  Y^^:.'/,  *A  yr.j^,A, ;  \\*uJ,  Caeasb 
JA  Xajesty.  trx  'zJ:3,  c-»t.  ptr..  -i  r^^,,-**^*  '.f.  v.^  V—'-jf ;  ;^yes 
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up  East  Preussen  and  the  so-called  conquests  made ;  Bussian 
participation  in  such  a  War  has  ceased."  And  practically 
orders  Czernichef,  who  is  wintering  with  his  20,000  in  Glatz, 
to  quit  Glatz  and  these  Austrian  Combinations,  and  march 
homeward  with  his  20,000.  Which  Czernichef,  so  soon  as  ar- 
rangements of  proviant  and  the  like  are  made,  hastens  to  do ; 
—  and  does,  as  far  as  Thorn ;  but  no  farther,  for  a  reason  that 
will  be  seen.  On  the  last  day  of  March,  Czemichef  —  off 
about  a  week  ago  from  Glatz,  and  now  got  into  the  Breslau  lati- 
tude —  came  across,  with  a  select  Suite  of  Four,  to  pay  his 
court  there ;  and  had  the  honor  to  dine  with  his  Majesty,  and 
to  be,  personally  too,  a  Czernichef  agreeable  to  his  Majesty. 

The  vehemency  of  Austrian  Diplomacies  at  Petersburg ;  and 
the  horror  of  Kaiserinn  and  Kriegshof rath  in  Vienna,  —  who 
haye  just  discharged  20,000  of  their  own  people,  counting  on 
this  Czernichef,  and  being  dreadfully  tight  for  money,  —  may 
be  fancied.  But  all  avails  nothing.  The  ardent  Czar  advances 
towards  Friedrich  with  arms  flung  wide.  Goltz  and  Gudo- 
witsh  are  engaged  on  Treaty  of  Peace ;  Czar  frankly  gives  up 
East  Preussen,  "Yours  again;  what  use  has  Eussia  for  it, 
Boyal  Friend  ?  "  Treaty  of  Peace  goes  forward  like  the  draw- 
ing of  a  Marriage-settlement  (concluded  May  5th) ;  and,  in  a 
month  more,  has  changed  into  Treaty  of  Alliance ;  —  Czerni- 
chef ordered  to  stop  short  at  Thorn ;  to  turn  back,  and  join 
himself  to  this  heroic  King,  instead  of  fighting  against  him. 
Which  again  Czernichef,  himself  an  admirer  of  this  King,  joy- 
fully does;  —  though,  unhappily,  not  with  all  the  advantage 
he  expected  to  the  King. 

Swedish  Peace,  Queen  Ulrique  and  the  Anti-French  Party 
now  getting  the  upper  hand,  had  been  hastening  forward  in 
the  interim  (finished,  at  Hamburg,  May  22d) :  a  most  small 
matter  in  comparison  to  the  Russian ;  but  welcome  enough  to 
Friedrich; — though  he  said  slightingly  of  it,  when  first  nien- 
tioned :  "  Peace  ?  I  know  not  hardly  of  any  War  there  has 
been  with  Sweden ; — ask  Colonel  Belling  about  it ! "  Colonel 
Belling,  a  most  shining  swift  Hussar  Colonel,  who,  with  a  2,000 
sharp  fellows,  hanging  always  on  the  Swedish  flanks,  sharp  as 
lightning,  "  nowhere  and  yet  everywhere,*'  as  was  said  of  him, 


Obat.T.  has  news  from  PETERSBURG.  113 

Jaiu-Jalj,  1762. 

has  mainly,  for  the  last  year  or  two,  had  the  management  of 
this  extraordinary  "  War."  Peace  over  all  the  North,  Peaoe 
and  more,  is  now  Friedrich's.  Strangling  imbroglio,  wide  as 
the  world,  has  ebbed  to  man's  height;  dawn  of  day  has  ripened 
into  sunrise  for  Friedrich ;  the  way  out  is  now  a  thing  credible 
and  yisible  to  him.  Peter's  friendliness  is  boundless ;  almost 
too  boundless  !  Peter  begs  a  Prussian  Regiment,  —  dresses 
himself  in  its  uniform.  Colonel  of  Itzenplitz  ;  Friedrich  begs 
a  Russian  Regiment,  Colonel  of  SchuwaUf:  and  all  is  joyful, 
hopeful;  marriage-bells  instead  of  dirge  ditto  and  gallows 
ditto, — unhappily  not  for  very  long. 

In  regard  to  Friedrich's  feelings  while  all  this  went  on,  take 
the  following  small  utterances  of  his,  before  going  farther. 
January  27th,  1762  (To  Madam  Camas,  —  eight  days  after  the 
Russian  Event) :  '^  I  rejoice,  my  good  Mamma,  to  find  you  have 
suoh  courage ;  I  exhort  you  to  redouble  it  I  All  ends  in  this 
world ;  so  we  may  hope  this  accursed  War  will  not  be  the  only 
thing  eternal  there.  Since  death  has  trussed  up  a  certain 
CiUin  of  the  Hyperborean  Countries,  our  situation  has  advan- 
tageously changed,  and  becomes  more  supportable  than  it  was. 
We  must  hope  that  some  other  good  events  [favor  of  the  new 
Czar  mainly]  will  happen ;  by  which  we  may  profit  to  arrive 
at  a  good  Peace." 

January  Slst  (To  Minister  Finkenstein) :  ''  Behold  the  first 
gleam  of  light  that  rises  ;  —  Heaven  be  praised  for  it !  We 
must  hope  good  weather  will  succeed  these  storms.  (3od 
grant  it!"» 

End  of  March  (To  lyArgens) :  ..."  All  that  [at  Paris ; 
about  the  Pompadourisms,  the  exile  of  Broglio  and  Brother, 
and  your  other  news]  is  very  miserable ;  as  well  as  that  dis- 
crepancy between  King's  Council  and  Parlement  for  and 
against  the  Jesuits !  But,  mon  cher  Marquis^  my  head  is  so  ill, 
I  ean  tell  you  nothing  more,  — except  that  the  Czar  of  Russia 
is  a  divine  man ;  to  whom  I  ought  to  erect  altars."  * 

May  2Bih  (To  the  same,  —  Russian  Peace  three  weeks  ago) : 
•'It  is  very  pleasant  to  me,  dear  Marquis,  that  Sans-Souci  could 
afford  you  an  agreeable  retreat  during  the  beautiful  Spring 

»  Pmiim,  ii.  312.  2  (EuvreM  de  FridSrie,  xix.  SOI. 
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days.  If  it  depended  only  on  me,  bow  soon  should  I  be  tbere 
beside  you !  But  to  the  Six  Campaigns  there  is  a  Seyenth  to 
be  added,  and  will  soon  open ;  either  because  the  Number  7  had 
once  mystic  qualities,  or  because  in  the  Book  of  Fate  from  all 
eternity  the" —  .  .  .  "Jesuits  banished  from  France?  Ah, 
yes :  —  hearing  of  that,  I  made  my  bit  of  plan  for  them  [mean  to 
have  my  pick  of  them  as  schoolmasters  in  Silesia  here] ;  and  am 
waiting  only  till  I  get  Silesia  cleared  of  Austrians  as  the  first 
thing.     You  see  we  must  not  mow  the  com  till  it  is  ripe."  ^ 

May  2%th  (To  the  same) :  .  .  .  Tartar  Khan  actually  astir, 
10,000  men  of  his  in  Hungary  (I  am  told) ;  Turk  potentially 
ditto,  with  200,000  (futile  both,  as  ever) :  "  All  things  show  me 
the  sure  prospect  of  Peace  by  the  end  of  this  Year ;  and,  in  the 
background  of  it,  Sans-Souci  and  my  dear  Marquis  !  A  sweet 
calm  springs  up  again  in  my  soul ;  and  a  feeling  of  hope,  to 
which  for  six  years  I  had  got  unused,  consoles  me  for  all  I 
have  come  through.  Think  only  what  a  coil  I  shall  be  in, 
before  a  month  hence  [Campaign  opened  by  that  time,  horrid 
Game  begun  again];  and  what  a  pass  we  had  come  to,  in 
December  last :  Country  at  its  last  gasp  (ag<mi8aU)y  as  if  wait- 
ing for  extreme  unction :  and  now  — ! " '  .  .  . 

June  Sth  (To  Madame  Camas,  —  Russian  AUianee  now 
come) :  "  I  know  well,  my  good  Mamma,  the  sincere  part  you 
take  in  the  lucky  events  that  befall  us.  The  mischief  is,  we 
are  got  so  low,  that  we  want  at  present  all  manner  of  fortunate 
events  to  raise  us  again ;  and  Two  grand  conclusions  of  Peace 
[the  Russian,  the  Swedish],  which  might  re-establish  Peace 
throughout,  are  at  this  moment  only  a  step  towards  finishing 
the  War  less  unfortunately."* 

Same  day,  June  Sth  (To  D'Argens) :  "Czemichef  is  on  march 
to  join  us.  Our  Campaign  will  not  open  till  towards  the  end 
of  this  month  [did  open  July  1st]  ;  but  think  then  what  a 
pretty  noise  in  this  poor  Silesia  again !  In  fine,  my  dear  Mar- 
quis, the  job  ahead  of  me  is  hard  and  difficult ;  and  nobody  can 
say  positively  how  it  will  all  go.  Pray  for  us ;  and  don't  forget 
a  poor  devil  who  kicks  about  strangely  in  his  harness,  who 
leads  the  life  of  one  damned ;  and  who  nevertheless  loves  you 

1  (Euvret  de  Fridiric,  xix.  p.  321.     *  lb.  xiz.  323.     *  lb.  zriii.  146, 147. 
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sincerely.  —  Adieu."*  lyArgens  (May  24tli)  has  beard,  by 
Letters  from  very  well-informed  persons  in  Vienna,  that  "  Im- 
perial Majesty,  for  some  time  past,  spends  half  of  her  time  in 
praying  to  the  Virgin,  and  the  other  half  in  weeping."  "I 
wish  her,"  adds  the  ungallant  D'Argeos,  '^  as  punishment  for 
the  mischiefs  her  ambition  has  cost  mankind  these  seven  years 
past,  the  fate  of  Phaethon's  Sisters,  and  that  she  melt  alto- 
gether into  water ! "  *  —  Take  one  other  little  utterance ;  and 
then  to  Colonel  Hordt  and  the  Petersburg  side  of  things. 

June  l^h  (still  to  IFArgens) ;  "  What  is  now  going  on  in 
Bussia  no  Count  Kaunitz  could  foresee :  what  has  come  to  pass 
in  England,  —  of  which  the  hatefulest  part  [Bute's  altogether 
extraordinary  attempts,  in  the  Kaunitz,  in  the  Czar  Peter 
direction,  to  force  a  Peace  upon  me]  is  not  yet  known  to  you, 
—I  had  no  notion  of,  in  forming  my  plans!    The  Grovemor 
of  a  State,  in  troublous  times,  never  can  be  sure.    This  is  what 
disgusts  me  with  the  business,  in  comparison.    A  Man  of  Let- 
ters operates  on  something  certain;   a  Politician  can  have 
almost  no  data  of  that  kind."  *    (How  easy  everybody's  trade 
bat  one's  own !) 

Readers  know  what  a  tragedy  poor  Peter's  was.  His  Czer- 
nichef  did  join  the  King;  but  with  far  less  advantage  than 
Czemichef  or  anybody  had  anticipated!  —  It  is  none  of  our 
intention  to  go  into  the  chaotic  Russian  element,  or  that 
wildly  blazing  sanguinary  Catharine-and-Peter  business;  of 
which,  at  any  rate,  there  are  plentifrd  accounts  in  common 
circulation,  more  or  less  accurate,  —  especially  M.  Rulhi^re's,^ 
the  most  succinct,  lucid  and  least  unsatisfactory,  in  the  accessi- 
ble languages.  Only  so  far  as  Friedrich  was  concerned  are  we. 
But  readers  saw  this  Couple  married,  under  Friedrich's  auspioeSy 
—  a  Marriage  which  he  thought  important  twenty  years  ago  \ 
and  sure  enough  the  Dissolution  of  it  did  prove  important  to 
him,  and  is  a  necessary  item  here  I 

X  (Ewret  de  FrStUrie,  xix.  327. 

s  lb.  six.  320  ("24th  May,  1762").  *  lb.  six.  p. SSff. 

*  BiMoin  on  Anecdctei  iur  fa  Rivduticn  de  Ruuie  m  fmmk  IT* 
17ft;  fint  printed  Paris,  1797 :  English  Translation,  Loado^  I 
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Readers,  eyen  those  that  know  BtUhisre,  will  doubtlesa  oon- 
sent  to  a  little  supplementing  from  Two  other  Eje-witnesses 
of  credit.  The  first  and  principal  is  a  respectable  Ex-Swedish 
Gentleman,  whom  readers  used  to  hear  of ;  the  Colonel  Hordt 
above  mentioned,  once  of  the  Free-Corps  Hardt,  but  fallen 
Prisoner  latterly ;  —  whose  experiences  and  reports  are  all  the 
more  interesting  to  us,  as  Friedrich  himself  had  specially  to 
depend  on  them  at  present ;  and  doubtless,  in  times  long  after- 
wards, now  and  then  heard  speech  of  them  from  Hordt.  Our 
second  Eye-witness  is  the  Reverend  Herr  Doctor  Bttsching  (of 
the  ErdbesehreQmng,  of  the  Beitrdgej  and  many  other  Works, 
an  invaluable  friend  to  us  all  along) ;  who,  in  his  wandering 
time,  had  come  to  be  <'  Pastor  of  the  German  Church  at  Peters- 
burg^^  some  years  back. 

What  Colonel  Hordt  and  the  Others  saw  at  Petersburg 

(January-July,  1762). 

Autumn,  1759,  in  the  sequel  to  Kunersdorfy  —  when  the 
Russians  and  Daun  lay  so  long  torpid,  uncertain  what  to  do 
except  keep  Friedrich  and  Prince  Henri  well  separate,  and 
Friedrich  had  such  watchings,  campings  and  marchings  about 
on  the  hither  skirt  of  them  (skirt  always  veiled  in  Cossacks, 
and  producing  skirmishes  as  you  marched  past),  —  we  did 
mention  Hordt's  capture  ;  ^  not  much  hoping  that  readers 
could  remember  it  in  such  a  press  of  things  more  memorable. 
It  was  in,  or  as  prelude  to,  one  of  those  skirmishes  (one  of  the 
earliest,  and  a  rather  sharp  one,  ''  at  Trebatsch,"  in  Frankfurt- 
Lieberose  Country,  "  4th  September,  1759  "),  that  Hordt  had 
his  misfortune :  he  had  been  out  reconnoitring,  with  an  Or- 
derly or  two,  before  the  skirmish  began,  was  suddenly  ''  sur- 
rounded by  200  Cossacks,"  and  after  desperate  plunging  into 
bogs,  desperate  firing  of  pistols  and  the  like,  was  taken  pris- 
oner. Was  carted  miserably  to  Petersburg,  — such  a  journey 
for  dead  ennui  as  Hordt  never  knew ;  and  was  then  tumbled 
out  into  solita^  eonfinement  in  the  Citadel,  a  place  like  the 
Spanish  Inquisition ;  not  the  least  notice  taken  of  his  request 

^  Sopsiy  voL  X.  p.  S15. 


CvAP.  X.  HAS  NEWS  FBOM  PETEESBUBQ.  117 

for  a  few  Books,  for  leave  to  answer  his  poor  Wife's  Letter^ 
merely  faj  tiifi  words^  "  Dear  one,  I  am  alive ; "  —  and  was  left 
there,  to  the  company  of  his  own  reflections,  and  a  life  as  if  in 
Tacant  Hades,  for  twenty-five  months  and  three  days.  After 
the  lapse  of  that  period,  he  has  something  to  say  to  us  agai% 
and  we  transiently  look  in  upon  him  there. 

The  Book  we  excerpt  from  is  MSmoires  du  ConUe  de  llordt 
(second  edition,  2  volumes  12mO|  Berlin,  1789).  This  is  Book- 
seller Pitra's  redaction  of  the  Hordt  Autobiography  (Berlin, 
178S,  was  Pitra's  first  edition)  :  several  years  after,  how  many 
is  not  said,  nor  whether  Hordt  (who  had  become  a  dignitaiy 
in  Berlin  society  before  Pitra's  feat)  was  still  living  or  not,  a 
*^  M.  Borelly,  Professor  in  the  Military  School,"  undertook  a 
second  considerably  enlarged  and  improved  redaction ;  —  of 
which  latter  there  is  an  English  Translation ;  easy  enough  to 
read ;  bat  nearly  without  meaning,  I  should  fear,  to  readers 
mft^/Hpi^fntiwi  ir^  the  scene  and  subject^  Hordt  was  reck' 
oned  a  perfectly  veracious,  intelligent  kind  of  man :  but  he 
seldom  gives  the  least  date,  specification  or  precise  detail; 
and  his  Book  reads,  not  like  the  Testimony  of  an  Eye-witness, 
^ieh  it  is,  and  valuable  when  you  understand  it ;  but  mors 
like  some  vague  Forg^y,  compiled  by  a  destitute  inventive 
iadmdnal,  xegardless  of  the  Ten  Commandments  (sparingly 
snnsnlting'  even  his  file  of  Old  Newspapers),  and  writing  a 
Book  which  would  deserve  the  tread-mill,  were  there  any 
Police  in  hia  trade  !  — 

Wedafusaday.  6tA  JanTuiry,  1762,  Hordt's  vacant  Hades  of  an 
CBBfiencs  in  the  Citadel  of  Petersburg  was  broken  by  a  lond 
soond :  diree  minute-^nns  went  off  from  different  sides,  close 
1^;  and  then  whole  aalvos,  peal  after  peal :  ^Czarina  gone 
sfiHffiiightj  Peter  m.  Czar  in  her  stead !  *'  3aid  the  CjfELcetf 
in  to  tell  Hordt :  to  whom  it  was  as  news  of  resurree- 
tem  the  dead.  -*  Evening  of  same  day.  an  Aid<vde^Jamp 
the  new  Car  came  to  announce  my  libertr ;  equipage  ^ait* 
fee  take  me  at  once  to  his  Russian  >raiesty.     Asked  him  to 

y  (Ar  Cmm  dm  HtrHi:  London.  IMS     'i  rob.  l*iiiio,^oaly  dM 
<j|  vfaieii  (OBaradsbie  )mtm)  m  in  my 
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defer  it  till  the  following  day ;  —  so  agitated  was  L"  And 
indeed  the  Czar,  bnsy  taking  acclamations^  oaths  of  fealty, 
riding  about  among  his  Troops  by  torchlight,  could  have  made 
little  of  me  that  eyening.^  ''  Ultimately,  my  presentation  was 
deferred  till  Sunday/'  January  10th,  "  that  it  might  be  done 
with  proper  splendor,  all  the  Nobility  being  then  usually 
assembled  about  his  Majesty." 

^^  January  lO^A,  Waited,  amid  crowds  of  Nobility,  in  the 
Gallery,  accordingly.  Was  presented  in  the  Gkdlery,  through 
which  the  Czar,  followed  by  Czarina  and  all  the  Court,  were 
passing  on  their  way  to  Chapel.  Czar  made  a  short  kind 
speech  ('  Delighted  to  do  you  an  act  of  justice.  Monsieur,  and 
return  a  valuable  servant  to  the  King  I  esteem ') ;  gave  me 
his  hand  to  kiss :  Czarina  did  the  same.  General  Korf,"  an 
excellent  friend,  so  kind  to  me  at  Konigsberg,  while  I  was 
getting  carted  hither,  and  a  General  now  in  high  office  here, 
''who  had  been  my  introducer,  led  me  into  Chapel,  to  the 
Court's  place  {tribune  de  la  Cour).  Czar  came  across  repeatedly 
[while  public  worship  was  going  on ;  a  Czar  perhaps  too  regard- 
less that  way  1]  to  talk  to  me ;  dwelt  much  on  his  attachment 
to  the  King.  On  coming  out,  the  Head  Chamberlain  whispered 
me,  'You  dine  with  the  Court' "    Which,  of  course,  I  did. 

"  Table  was  of  sixty  covers ;  splendid  as  the  Arabian  Tales. 
Czar  and  Czarina  sat  side  by  side  ;  Korf  and  I  had  the  honor 
to  be  placed  opposite  them.  Hardly  were  we  seated  when  the 
Czar  addressed  me :  '  You  have  had  no  Prussian  news  this 
long  while.  I  am  glad  to  tell  you  that  the  King  is  well, 
though  he  has  had  such  fighting  to  right  and  left;  —  but  I 
hope  there  will  soon  be  an  end  to  all  that.'  Words  which 
everybody  listened  to  like  prophecy !  [Peter  is  nothing  <5f 
a  Politician.]  'How  long  have  you  been  in  prison?'  con- 
tinued the  Czar.  '  Twenty-five  months  and  three  days,  your 
Majesty.'  'Were  you  well  treated?'  Hordt  hesitated,  knew 
not  what  to  say;  but,  the  Czar  urging  him,  confessed,  'He 
had  been  always  rather  badly  used ;  not  even  allowed  to  buy 
a  few  books  to  read.'  At  which  the  Czarina  was  evidently 
shocked :  '  Cela  est  bien  barbare  ! '  she  exclaimed  aloud.  —  I 
^  Bennaim,  GudMu  dm  Ruuiichen  StaaU,  t.  241. 
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wished  much  to  return  home  at  once  ;  and  petitioned  the  Czar 
on  that  subject,  during  coffee^  in  the  withdrawing  rooms ;  but 
he  answered,  '  No,  you  must  not,  —  not  till  an  express  Prus- 
nan  Envoy  arrive  ! '  I  had  to  stay,  therefore  ;  and  was 
thenceforth  almost  daily  at  Court,"  —  but  unluckily  a  little 
Tagae,  and  altogether  dateless  as  to  what  I  saw  there  ! 

Bieren  and  Miinnich,  both  of  t?iem  just  home  from  Siberia^ 
art  to  drink  together  (No  date :  Palace  of  Petersburg,  Spring, 
1762).  —  Peter  had  begun  in  a  great  way :  all  for  liberalism, 
enlightenment,  abolition  of  abuses,  general  magnanimity  on 
his  own  and  everybody's  part.     Rulhiere  did  not  see  the  fol- 
lowing scene ;  but  it  seems  to  be  well  enough  vouched  for,  and 
Bulhiere  heard  it  talked  of  in  society.     ''  As  many  as  20,000 
persons,  it  is  counted,  have  come  home  from  Siberian  Exile  :  " 
the  L'Estocs,  the  Munnichs,  Bierens,  all  manner  of  internecine 
figures,  as  if  risen  from  the  dead.     '^  Since  the  night  when 
Miinnich  arrested  Bieren  [readers  possibly  remember  it,  and 
Mannstein's  account  of  it  ^],  the  first  time  these  two  met  was 
in  the  gay  and  tumultuous  crowd  which  surrounded  the  new 
Czar.     *  Come,  bygones  be  bygones,'  said  Peter,  noticing  them ; 
*  let  us  three  all  drink  together,  like  friends  ! '  —  and  ordered 
three  glasses  of  wine.     Peter  was  beginning  his  glass  to  show 
the  others  an  example,  when  somebody  came  with  a  message 
to  him,  which  was  delivered  in  a  low  tone ;  Peter  listening 
drank  out  his  wine,  set  down  the  glass,  and  hastened  off ;  so 
that  Bieren  and  Mtinnich,  the  two  old  enemies,  were  left 
standing,  glass  in  hand,   each  with  his  eyes  on  the  Czar's 
glass; — at  length,  as  the  Czar  did  not  return,  they  flashed 
each  his  eyes  into  the  other's  face ;  and  after  a  moment's  sur- 
vey, set  down  their  glasses  untasted,  and  walked  off  in  oppo- 
site directions."  *    Won't  coalesce,  it  seems,  in  spite  of  the 
Czar's  high  wishes.     An  emblem  of  much  that  befell  the  poor 
Czar  in  his  present  high  course  of  good  intentions  and  head- 
long magnanimities !  —  We  return  to  Hordt :  — 

The  Czar  wears  a  Portrait  of  Friedrich  on  his  Finger,  "  Czar 
Peter  never  disguised  his  Prussian  predilections.  One  even- 
ing he  said,  '  Propose  to  your  friend  Keith  [English  Excel- 

1  Bnpzi^  Toi.  rlL  p.  363.  >  Bulhiere,  p.  88. 
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lency  here,  whom  we  know]  to  give  me  a  supper  at  his  house 
to-morrow  night.  The  other  Foreign  Ministers  will  perhaps 
be  jealous ;  but  I  don't  care ! '  Supper  at  the  English  £m* 
bassy  took  place.  Only  ten  or  twelve  persons^  of  the  Czar's 
choosing,  were  present.  Czar  very  gay  and  in  fine  spirits. 
Talked  much  of  the  King  of  Prussia.  Showed  me  a  signet- 
ring  on  his  finger,  with  Friedrich's  Portrait  in  it;  ring  was 
handed  round  the  table."*  This  is  a  signet-ring  famous  at 
Court  in  these  months.  One  day  Peter  had  lost  it  (mislaid 
somewhere),  and  got  into  furious  explosion  till  it  was  found 
for  him  again.*  Let  us  now  hear  Biisching^  our  Geographical 
Friend,  for  a  moment:  — 

Herr  Pastor  Busching  does  the  Homaging  for  Self  and  People. 
..."  La  most  Countries,  it  is  Official  or  Military  People  that 
administer  the  Oath  of  Homage,  on  a  change  of  Sovereigns. 
But  in  Petersburg,  among  the  German  population,  it  is  the 
Pastors  of  their  respective  Churches.  At  the  accession  of 
Peter  III.,  I,  for  the  first  time  [being  still  a  young  hand 
rather  than  an  old],  took  the  Oath  from  several  thousands 
in  jny  Church,"  —  and  handed  it  over,  with  my  own,  in  the 
proper  quarter. 

"  As  to  the  Congratulatory  Addresses,  the  new  Czar  received 
the  Congratulations  of  all  classes,  and  also  of  the  Pastors  of 
the  Foreign  Churches,  in  the  following  manner.  He  came 
walking  slowly  through  a  suite  of  rooms,  in  each  of  which  a 
body  of  Congratulators  were  assembled.  Court-officials  pre- 
ceded. State-officials  followed  him.  Then  came  the  Czarina,  at- 
tended in  a  similar  way.  And  always  on  entering  a  new  room 
they  received  a  new  Congratulation  from  the  spokesman  of  the 
party  there.  The  spokesman  of  us  Protestant  Pastors  was 
my  colleague,  Senior  Trefurt;  but  the  General-in-Chief  and 
Head-of-Police,  Baron  von  Korf  [Hordt's  friend,  known  to  us 
above,  German,  we  perceive,  by  creed  and  name],  thinking 
it  was  I  that  had  to  make  the  speech,  and  intending  to  pre- 
sent me  at  the  same  time  to  the  Czar,  motioned  to  me  from 
his  place  behind  the  Czar  to  advance.  But  I  did  not  push 
forward;  thinking  it  inopportune  and  of  no  importance  to 
^  Hoidt,  ii.  118, 1S4,  isa  >  Hemuum,  t.  358. 
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me."  —  "Neither  did  I  share  the  great  expectations  which 
Baron  von  Korf  and  everybody  entertained  of  this  new  reign, 
ill  people  now  promised  themselves  better  times,  without 
reflecting  [as  they  should  have  done!]  that  the  better  men 
necessary  to  produce  these  were  nowhere  forthcoming  I "  ^ 

For  the  first  two  or  three  months,  Peter  was  the  idol  of  all 
the  world:  such  generosities  and  magnanimities;  such  zeal 
ind  diligence,  one  magnanimous  improvement  following  an- 
other! He  had  at  once  abolished  Torture  in  his  Law-Courts : 
resolved  to  have  a  regular  Code  of  Laws,  —  and  Judges  to  be 
depended  on  for  doing  justice.  He  "  destroyed  monopolies ; " 
"towered  the  price  of  salt."  To  the  joy  of  everybody,  he  had 
hastened  (January  18th,  second  week  of  reign)  to  abolish  the 
Secret  Chancery,  —  a  horrid  Spanish-Inquisition  engine  of  do- 
mestic politics.  His  Nobility  he  had  determined  should  be 
ooUe :  January  28th  (third  week  of  reign  just  beginning),  he 
absolved  the  Nobility  from  all  servile  duties  to  him:  ''You 
can  travel  when  and  where  you  please ;  you  are  not  obliged  to 
serve  in  my  Armies ;  you  may  serve  in  anybody's  not  at  war 
with  me  I "  under  plaudits  loud  and  universal  from  that  Order 
of  men.  And  was  petitioned  by  a  grateful  Petersburg  world : 
^  Permit  us,  magnanimous  Czar,  to  raise  a  statue  of  your  Maj- 
esty in  solid  (Sold ! "  "  Don't  at  all  I "  answered  Peter :  "  Ah, 
if  by  good  governing  I  could  raise  a  memorial  in  my  People's 
hearts ;  that  would  be  the  Statue  for  me  ! " '  Poor  headlong 
Peter  I —  It  was  a  less  lucky  step  that  of  informing  the  Clergy 
(date  not  given).  That  in  the  Czarship  lay  Spiritual  Sov- 
ereignty as  well  as  Temporal,  and  that  Jie  would  henceforth 
administer  their  rich  Abbey  Lands  and  the  like :  —  this  gave 
a  sad  shock  to  the  upper  strata  of  Priesthood,  extending  grad- 
nally  to  the  lower,  and  ultimately  raising  an  ominous  general 
thought  (perhaps  worse  than  a  general  cry)  of  ''Church  in 
Danger  I  Alas,  is  our  Czar  regardless  of  Holy  Religion,  then  ? 
Perhaps,  at  heart  still  Lutheran,  and  has  no  Religion  ?  "  This, 
and  his  too  headlong  Prussian  tendencies,  are  counted  to  have 
done  him  infinite  mischief. 

1  BOiching's  BeMg^,  tL  ("  Aathor*!  own  Biography  **)  462  et  leq. 
t  Hsnnann,  t.  S4S. 
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Herr  Busehing  sees  the  Czar  an  HarsebaeJL  ^^When  the 
Czar's  own  Begiment  of  Cuirassiers  came  to  Petersbnrgy  the 
Czar,  dressed  in  the  uniform  of  the  regiment,  rode  out  to  meet 
it ;  and  returning  at  its  head,  rode  repeatedly  through  certain 
quarters  of  the  Town.  His  helmet  was  buckled  tight  with 
leather  straps  under  the  chin ;  he  sat  his  horse  as  upright  and 
stiff  as  a  wooden  image ;  held  his  sabre  in  equally  stiff  man- 
ner; turned  fixedly  his  eyes  to  the  right;  and  neyer  by  a 
hair's-breadth  changed  that  posture.  In  such  attitude  he 
twice  passed  my  house  with  his  regiment,  without  changing 
a  feature  at  sight  of  the  many  persons  who  crowded  the  win- 
dows. To  me  [in  my  privately  austere  judgment]  he  seemed 
80  MeingeisHschy  so  small-minded  a  persoD,  that  I ''  —  in  fact, 
knew  not  what  to  think  of  it.^ 

Hordt  sees  the  deceased  Czarina  lying  in  State,  '^  One  day, 
after  dining  at  Court,  General  Korf  proposed  that  we  should  go 
and  see  the  Lit  de  Parade "  (Parade-bed)  of  the  late  Czarina, 
which  is  in  another  Palace,  not  far  off.  "Count  Schuwalof 
[not  her  old  lover,  who  has  died  since  her,  poor  old  crea- 
ture ;  but  his  Son,  a  cultivated  man,  afterwards  Voltaire's 
friend]  accompanied  us ;  and,  his  rooms  being  contiguous  to 
those  of  the  dead  Lady,  he  asked  us  to  take  coffee  with  him 
afterwards.  The  Imperial  Bier  stood  in  the  Grand  Saloon, 
which  was  hung  all  round  with  black,  festooned  and  garlanded 
with  cloth-of-silver ;  the  glare  of  wax-lights  quite  blinding. 
Bier,  covered  with  cloth-of-gold  trimmed  with  silver  lace,  was 
raised  upon  steps.  A  rich  Crown  was  on  the  head  of  the 
dead  Czarina.  Beside  the  bier  stood  Four  Ladies,  two  on 
each  hand,  in  grand  mourning;  immense  crape  training  on 
the  ground  behind  them.  Two  Officers  of  the  Life-Guard 
occupied  the  lowest  steps  :  on  the  topmost,  at  the  foot  of  the 
bier,  was  an  Archimandrite  (superior  kind  of  Abbot),  who  had 
a  Bible  before  him,  from  which  he  read  aloud,  —  continuously 
till  relieved  by  another.  This  went  on  day  and  night  without 
interruption.  All  round  the  bier,  on  stools  (tabourets),  were 
placed  different  Crowns,  and  the  insignia  of  various  Orders,  — 
those  of  Prussia,  among  others.    It  being  established  usages 
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I  had,  to  my  great  repugnance,  to  kiss  the  hand  of  the  corpse  1 
We  then  talked  a  little  to  the  Ladies  in  attendance  (with  their 
crape  trains),  joking  about  the  article  of  hand-kissing ;  finally 
we  adjourned  for  coffee  to  Count  Schuwalof s  apartments, 
which  were  of  an  incredible  magnificence.^^  That  same  even- 
ing, farther  on,  — 

"  I  supped  with  the  Czar  in  his  Petit  Appartement^  Private 
Booms  [a  fine  free-and-easy  nook  of  space !].  The  company 
there  consisted  of  the  Countess  Woronzow,  a  creature  without 
any  graces,  bodily  or  mental,  whom  the  Czar  had  chosen  for 
his  Mistress  [snub-nosed,  pock-marked,  fat,  and  with  a  pert 
tongue  at  times],  whom  I  liked  the  less,  as  there  were  one  or 
two  other  very  handsome  women  there.  Some  Courtiers  too  \ 
and  no  Foreigners  but  the  English  Envoy  and  myself.  The 
supper  was  very  gay,  and  was  prolonged  late  into  the  night. 
These  late  orgies,  however,  did  not  prevent  his  Majesty  from 
attending  to  business  in  good  time  next  morning.  He  would 
appear  unexpectedly,  at  an  early  hour,  at  the  Senate,  at  the 
Synod  [Head  Consistory],  making  them  stand  to  their  duties," 
— or  pretend  to  do  it.  His  Majesty  is  not  understood  to  have 
got  much  real  work  out  of  either  of  these  Groveming  Bodies ; 
the  former,  the  Senate,  or  secular  one,  which  had  fallen  very 
torpid  latterly,  was,  not  long  after  this,  suffered  to  die  out 
altogether.  Peter  himself  was  a  violently  pushing  man,  and 
never  shrank  from  labor ;  always  in  a  plunge  of  hurries,  and 
of  irregular  hours.  In  his  final  time,  people  whispered,  "  The 
Czar  is  killing  himself ;  sits  smoking,  tippling,  talking  till  2 
in  the  morning ;  and  is  overhead  in  business  again  by  7 ! " 

Czarina  Elizabeth's  Funeral,  as  seen  by  Hordt  (much  abridged). 
"At  10  in  the  morning  all  the  bells  in  Petersburg  broke  out; 
and  tolled  incessantly  [day  or  month  not  hinted  at,  —  nor 
worth  seeking;  grim  darkness  of  universal  frost  perceptible 
enough ;  clangor  of  bells ;  and  procession  seemingly  of  miles 
long^  —  on  this  extremely  high  errand  !  ]  — Minute-guns  were 
fired  from  the  moment  the  procession  set  oat  from  the  Castle 
tQl  it  arrived  at  the  Citadel,  a  distance  of  two  English  miles 
and  a  half.  Planks  were  laid  all  the  way ;  forming  a  sort  of 
bridge  through  the  streets,  and  over  the  ice  of  the  Neva.    All 
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the  soldiers  of  the  Garrison  were  ranked  in  espalier  on  each 
side.  Three  hundred  grenadiers  opened  the  march;  after 
them,  three  hundred  priests,  in  sacerdotal  costume ;  walking 
two4uid-two,  singing  hymns.  All  the  Crowns  and  Orders, 
above  mentioned  by  me,  were  carried  by  high  Dignitaries  of 
the  Court,  walking  in  single  file,  each  a  chamberlain  behind 
him.  Hearse  was  followed  by  the  Czar,  skirt  of  his  black 
cloak  held  up  by  Twelve  Chamberlains,  each  a  lighted  taper 
in  the  other  hand.  Prince  George  of  Holstein  [Czar's  Uncle] 
came  next,  then  Holstein-Beck  [Czar^s  Cousin].  Czarina  Catha- 
rine followed,  also  on  foot,  with  a  lighted  taper ;  her  cloak 
borne  by  all  her  Ladies.  Three  hundred  grenadiers  closed 
the  procession.  Bells  tolling,  minute-guns  firing,  seas  of  peo^- 
ple  crowding."  —  Thus  the  Russians  buried  their  Czarina. 
Day  and  its  dusky  frost-curtains  sank ;  and  Bootes,  looking 
down  from  the  starry  deeps,  found  one  Telluric  Anomaly 
forever  hidden  from  him.  She  had  left  of  unworn  Dresses, 
the  richest  procurable  in  Nature  (five  a  day  her  usual  allow- 
ance, and  never  or  seldom  worn  twice),  ^'  15,000  and  some 
hundreds."  * 

Hordt  is  of  the  new  Czarina  Catharine^s  Evening  Parties, 
"  The  Czarina  received  company  every  morning.  She  received 
everybody  with  great  affability  and  grace.  But  notwithstand- 
ing her  efforts  to  appear  gay,  one  could  perceive  a  deep  back- 
ground of  sadness  in  her.  She  knew  better  than  anybody  the 
violent  (ardente)  character  of  her  husband ;  and  perhaps  she 
then  already  foresaw  what  would  come.  She  also  had  her 
circle  every  evening,  and  always  asked  the  company  to  stay 
supper.  One  evening,  when  I  was  of  her  party,  a  confidential 
Equerry  of  the  Czar  came  in,  and  whispered  me  That  I  had 
been  searched  for  all  over  Town,  to  come  to  supper  at  the 
Countess's  (that  was  the  usual  designation  of  the  Sultana,"  — 
das  Frduleiny  spelt  in  Russian  ways,  is  the  more  usual).  "  I 
begged  to  be  excused  for  this  time,  being  engaged  to  sup  with 
the  Czarina,  to  whom  I  could  not  well  state  the  reason  for 
which  I  was  to  leave.  The  Equerry  had  not  gone  long,  when 
suddenly  a  great  noise  was  heard,  the  two  wings  of  the  door 
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were  flung  opm^  and  the  Czar  entered.  lie  saluted  {x)litely 
the  Carina  and  her  circle ;  called  me  with  that  smiliiiK  and 
gndooa  air  wfaicli  he  always  had ;  took  mo  by  thu  arm,  and 
nid  to  Xba  Czarina :  "flzcuse  me.  Madam,  if  to-ulght  X  carry 
off  one  of  yoor  -rwssta ;  it  is  this  Prussian  I  had  seunshed  for 
an  cfta  the  Town.*  The  Czarina  laughed  ;  1  miulu  hisr  a  doep 
bow,  and  went  away  with  my  conductor.  Next  morniug  I  went 
to  the  Onrina ;  who,  without  mentioning  wlmt  hml  iMWHod  lust 
night,  said  smiling,  *  Come  and  sup  with  mis  always  when 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  it.' " 

Feirmary  ^Itt*  Hordt  at  Zarska^Zeloe,  **  On  oc^joHion  of  the 
Czars  birthday  [which  gives  us  a  date,  for  onttaj,^  then?  wen) 
great  festivitiesy  lasting  a  week.  It  licgan  with  a  K^^'^d  Ts 
DeuMj  Ski  whifih  the  Czar  was  preK4*iit,  hut  not  thu  Ojtrina. 
She  bad,  that  morning,  in  ol;edien<^5  Ui  h<*r  hiiMlmnd'n  will, 
deoofated  'the  Countess'  with  the  cjrdon  of  tin;  (fnU-.r  of 
St  Catharine.  8he  was  now  detaim;d  in  lM:r  Aimnun'iii  *\ty 
indisposition;'  and  did  not  h«ave  it  duriu^  th<;  tu^Ui  tinyu 
the  festivities  lasted."  This  liapipntihtl  at  tlm  ('.ouniry  i^nliUMf 
Zarskoe-Zeloe ;  and  is  a  tuming-jK/int  in  \ttitn  i'^u-^n  WinUny  "^ 
Fn>m  that  day,  his  Czarina  saw  HiaXf  by  tlii;  lui'Aunn  ot  iwr 
Peter,  it  was  not  she  that  woul/i  evi^r  'yym«;  Ui  t^  AuVf*$ti.i.f 
not  she,  bat  a  pock-marke^l,  unbeaiitif!;!  JV/v^rj,  witJi  ijinUm 
of  the  Order  of  St.  Catharim:^  —  Ll<:&h:;.;^2:  nit  it'  I'nnu  Umd 
day  the  Czarina  sat  hnxj^iing  }i<;r  ^M'Hi'/>,  ;£.v]  \ui  j'' '')*-•, 
wrongs  dcney  very  many,  a-vJ  now  Mfi'/ii-^^  \j,  i^  »afji ,tjl,  wh^t 
can  say  how  many!  .Sh«:  \^r:A::Yt^t  u^*-rk.s.y  i?*;j.i  «./u:  ^/mi  nt 
gone  from  her,  fixedly  If ull«f:i  aA  L«rf  ^v/•  w.'.v^iA  'i^'t^^j, 
and  that  Siberia,  or  worw:,.  :fc  [/jht.'j-*:  vy  nj.^:  vv  'i  i.*  *  /«# 
ina  was  helplessly  wrevriuw  i<ji  yr.!^.  \  i-^  ;;.?.•;  uy  *i.* '/»*.*  ^ 
entered  on  a  Plot ;  —  a«^.«%«9c:  ov  }'•  v^tm:  J/i^-rvJ  (i.^ut  i,f 
the  Snub-nosed;,  br  Pa L.:.  v,?  '^yr.  t  7  .*/-»»  v //#i^w.A  i^i,ii^ 
I  will  swear,  wLat^TCff  xi**  i'<i;/fe  ii>c:^»  *?.  vr  ?.  ♦.■k  ^  .'!  m, 
ments ! '*),  by  Gregorr  ^^yf  vi**r:  ;^»3»^  • »  -V^vt»,  ai.*  '/i#^.«. 
of  less  mark;  —  aiiC  it  riy^:x*hr.  «i.'., ..  v  ,v  «»  mi^i  ',j  '  1.4 /i 
four  months !  — 
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Hordt  hears  the  Praises  of  his  King.  "Next  day  [nobody 
can  guess  what  day]  I  dined  at  Court.'  I  sat  opposite  the  Czar, 
who  talked  of  nothing  but  of  his  ^good  friend  the  King  of 
Prussia.'  He  knew  all  the  smallest  details  of  his  Campaigns ; 
all  his  military  arrangements ;  the  dress  and  strength  of  all 
his  Regiments ;  and  he  declared  aloud  that  he  would  shortly 
put  all  his  troops  upon  the  same  footing  [which  he  did  shortly^ 
to  the  great  disgust  of  his  troops].  —  Rising  from  table^  the 
Czar  himself  did  me  the  honor  to  say,  '  Come  to-morrow ;  dine 
with  me  en  petit  appartement  [on  the  snug,  where  we  often 
play  high-jinks,  and  go  to  great  lengths  in  liquor  and  tobacco] ; 
I  will  show  you  something  curious,  which  you  will  like.'  I 
went  at  the  accustomed  hour ;  I  found  —  Lieutenant-Greneral 
Werner  [hidden  since  his  accident  at  Colberg  last  winter, 
whom  a  beneficent  Czar  has  summoned  again  into  the  light  of 
noon]  !  I  made  a  great  friendship  with  this  distinguished 
General,  who  was  a  charming  man ;  and  went  constantly  about 
with  him,  till  he  left  me  here,"  —  Czarish  kindness  letting 
Werner  home,  and  detaining  me,  to  my  regret.* 

The  Prussian  Treaties,  first  of  Peace  (May  5th),  with  all  our 
Conquests  flung  back,  and  then  of  Alliance,  with  yourself  and 
ourselves,  as  it  were,  flung  into  the  bargain,  —  were  by  no 
means  so  popular  in  Petersburg  as  in  Berlin !  From  May  5th 
onwards,  we  can  suppose  Peter  to  be,  perhaps  rather  rapidly, 
on  the  declining  hand.  Add  the  fatal  element,  "Church  in 
Danger  "  (a  Czar  privately  Apostate) ;  his  very  Guardsmen  in- 
dignant at  their  tight-fitting  Prussian  uniforms,  and  at  their 
no  less  tight  Prussian  drill  (which  the  Czar  is  uncommonly 
urgent  with) ;  and  a  Czarina  Plot  silently  spreading  on  all 
sides,  like  subterranean  mines  filled  with  gunpowder !  — 

Jlerr  Biisching  sees  the  Catastrophe  (Friday,  9th  July,  1762). 
"  This  being  the  day  before  Peter-and-Paul,  which  is  a  great 
Holiday  in  Petersburg,  I  drove  out,  between  9  and  10  in  the 
morning,  to  visit  the  sick.  On  my  way  from  the  first  house 
where  I  had  called,  I  heard  a  distant  noise  like  that  of  a  rising 
thunder-storm,  and  asked  my  people  what  it  was.  They  did 
not  know  ^  but  it  appeared  to  them  like  the  Shouting  of  a  Mob 
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(Volktgesehrei),  and  there  were  all  sorts  of  nimors  afloat 
Some  said,  'The  Czar  had  suddenly  resolved  to  get  hiinself 
cxowned  at  Petersbiirg,  before  setting  out  for  the  War  on  Den- 
mark.'  Others  said, '  He  had  named  the  Czarina  to  be  Regent 
dnring  hia  abBence,  and  that  she  was  to  be  crowned  for  this 
porpoee.'  These  rumors  were  too  silly :  meanwhile  the  noise 
perceptibly  drew  nearer ;  and  I  ordered  my  coachman  to  pro- 
ceed no  farther,  but  to  turn  home. 

-  On  getting  home,  I  called  my  Wife ;  and  told  her,  That 
lomething  extraordinary  was  then  going  on,  but  that  1  f^>uld 
noc  learxL  what;  that  it  appeared  to  me  like  some  popular 
Tumult,  which  was  coming  nearer  to  us  every  moment.  We 
hurried  to  the  comer  room  of  our  houae;  threw  open  the 
window,  which  looks  to  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  of  Casan 
[where  an  Act  of  Thankagiving  has  just  been  consummaterl,  of  a 
very  peculiar  kind !] — and  we  then  saw,  near  this  Church,  an 
innumerable  crowd  of  people ;  dresaed  and  half-rlressed  soldiers 
or  tdie  fbot-regimenta  of  the  Guarrla  mixed  with  the  populace. 
We  perceived  that  the  crowd  pressed  round  a  common  tw<v 
jeated  Hackney  Coach  drawn  by  two  horses ;  in  which,  after  a 
Jew  minutes,  a  Lady  dressed  in  black,  and  wr-raring  the  r>rder 
of  .StL  Catharine,  coming  out  of  the  chnrnh.  took  a  seat. 
Whereupon  the  church-belL)  began  ringing,  and  the  priests, 
with  their  aasiatantB  carrying  crosses,  got  into  procession,  and 
walked  be&re  the  Coach.  We  now  ret*ognized  that  it  was  the 
Czarina  Cadurine  iialuting  the  multitude  u^  right  and  left,  » 
■he  £ared  along.'*  ^ 

Tea,  Doctor,  that  Lady  in  hku^k  is  tlie  Czarina;  and  has 
'jome  a  drive  of  twenty  miles  this  morning:  and  'Ion**  a  ;^eat 
ieal  of  bnsinesa  in  Tt)wn- — one  <lay  heforo  ^.ht^  -^^x  riuie.  Fn 
her  remote  Apartment  ;it  P^terhot.  this  iiinmin^,  :>etw*^en  2 
ind  \  she  awoke  ro  see  Alexei  <  »riot'.  -'ailfHl  otti^ner  .^nrr^ 
»*riof  (Lover  frr^gort/.'i  Brothers  kneelinv^  xx-  her  b^fiside,  with 
the  words,  **  Madam,  you  must  '»omt» :  nhen*  is  not  .».  moment 
to  lose !  ''  —  who,  seeing  her  awakt*.  raiiisiieti  *:«)  ^et  *;he  vphif»les 
asdjr.  About  7,  she,  with  die  Scarred  uui  ;i^r  maid  and  a 
VllsSor  two,  arrived  ;it  the  Guards'  Bar7;u"ks  iiprf.  —  Gregory 
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»»nlii.in'«-M;i-*':  .  \:\W\rf\-:  '  i::.*-  T'xW^ry.'i.j:  ::•:  I'-.i: :  ir-.::.  Lis 
luHMn  iinH«*r  o'ii  v.i !;«:/, v.- .-.  ;i:.«l  jilii'.**-'!  isiui^*-!:  'ii  ::.►?  'ti-er  >:rp 
til  iIm*  C'o;i';1j.  'Ill*'  jir<i'«---.'!i  pa*--'"'.  h<-for^-  i.ur  h«.*:s*- ;  *:•.  mc 
Misl.  to  tJi*'  N<*'.v  tr,n«'  I'.iLv»'.  th^'ii  to  thn  <  >i«i  .v. mj. •..-:,  Wi:^- 
lri-  J';iLv:»'.  (.o/i.iiion  liu— i;i:i.s  .^hout- -i  iii«.«'ki2i'^Iv  mv  xo  us. 
'  Voiir  v.^o'l  [iii'-huint'  tli«'  'z.ir]  i.-^  «l»'Ji'l  !'  Ami  oth»*r>.  "He  is 
goiH- ;  w«*  wil!  }iav»-  no  iiior*'  ol  Iiiin  I '  "  — 

Alxiiit  t.liis  lioiir  ol"  th»'  day,  ill  Uriini«'iil>auin  (f^nni*j*^'Trte, 
MoiiH*  t.'.vi'iity  !iiil«'-.  Iroiii  hf r«\  ami  Iroiii  iVtt-rliof  guess  ten  or 
twilvi-;.  OvMV  !'«'t»T  is  «lrilliiii(  z»'a]i»u-ly  his  hrave  Holstoiner.'j 
C2/MKI  nr  nir)r«',  ''tin-  rt<»w*'r  <»1  all  my  tro«»iis**):  ami  lia.s  not, 
for  lionr:.  .'iftJT,  tlic*  Ifusl  iiiklini^  c»l'  all  tliis.  Catharine  had 
bfMMi  ai'ioHs  i<i  visit,  liiiii  on  Wfdnt'.sday,  no  farther  bauk;  and 
had  kindled  ()raiii<'nl)aum  into  <»|>4M*a,  into  illumination  and 
what  not.  'rimr.-;<lav  (yestenhiN  j.  Czar  ami  Czarina  met  at 
some  (jrandu«!'N  le»Uvity,  who  lives  between  their  two  Hesi- 
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dmecB.  This  day  the  Czar  iti  appointed  for  Peterhof ;  to-raop- 
mw,  Julj'  Kith  i^l'eter-aiitl-l'^iurfi  gi-anii  Holiday),  Czai,  Czaiiiu 
and  united  Court  were  to  have  done  the  FestiTities  together 
there,  —  with  Czarina's  powder-mine  of  Plot  laid  under  them; 
which  latter  liiis  exploded  one  day  sooner,  in  the  preBent 
lu{ipr  manner  !  The  poor  Czar,  this  day,  on  getting  to  Peter- 
hof, and  Hndinjj  Czarinii  vaniahcil,  understood  too  well;  he 
HH  "big  smoke-clouds  rise  suddenly  OTer  Potersburg  region," 
wichal, —  "  Ha,  she  haa  cannon  going  for  her  yonder  ;  salToing 
and  homaging ! "  — and  rushed  back  to  Oranienbaum  half  nuuL 
OliI  MitnniL'h  undertook  to  save  him,  by  one,  by  two  or  even 
thref  different  methods,  "  Only  order  me,  and  stand  up  to  it 
with  sword  bare!" — but  Pater's  wits  were  all  flyiug  miscel- 
laneously about,  and  he  could  resolve  on  nothing. 

Peter  and  his  Czariua  never  met  more.  E^urday  (to-mor- 
row), he  abdicates ;  drives  over  to  Peterhof,  expecting,  as  per 
bugain,  interview  with  his  Wife ;  freedom  to  retire  to  Hol- 
st«in,  and  "every  sort  of  kindness  compatible  with  his  aituar 
tion : "  but  is  met  there  instead,  on  the  staircase,  by  brutal 
people,  who  tear  the  orders  off  his  coat,  at  length  the  very 
elothes  off  his  back,  — and  pack  him  away  to  Bopscha,  a  quiet 
Villa  some  miles  off,  to  sit  silent  there  till  Orlof  and  Company 
have  considered.  Consideration  is:  "To  Holstein':*  He  has 
an  Anti-Danish  Kussian  Army  just  now  in  that  neighborhood ; 
he  will  not  be  safe  in  Holstein;  —  where  will  he  be  safe?" 
Saturday,  17th,  J'eter's  seventh  day  in  Bopscha,  the  Orlofo 
(Scarred  Orlof  and  Four  other  miscreants,  one  of  them  a  Prince, 
one  a  Play-actor) "  came  over,  and  murdered  poor  Peter,  in  a 
treacherous,  and  even  bungling  and  disgusting^  and  altogether 
hideous  manner.  "  A  glass  of  burgundy  [poisoned  burgundy], 
yonr  Highness?"  said  they,  at  dinner  vith  his  poor  High- 
tms.  On  the  back  of  which,  the  burgundy  having  failed  and 
been  found  out,  came  grappling  and  baullog,  trampling,  shriek- 
ing oDd  at  last  stnmguladon.  Surely  the  Devil  vill  reward 
tnch  a  Five  of  his  Elect  f —  But  we  detUB  Herr  BUachittg: 
it  is  still  only  Friday  morning,  0th  of  the  mantb ;  and  the 
Carina's  Hai^ey  Cotoh,  in  the  mann«%*-  •»*  -  ' 
W  just  gnu  into  otha  atacQafel^^y- 
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'^  After  this  terrible  uproar  had  left  our  quarter,  I  hastened 
to  the  Danish  Ambassador,  Count  Haxthausen,  who  liyed  near 
me,  to  bring  him  the  important  news  that  the  Czar  was  said 
to  be  dead.  The  Count  was  just  about  to  bum  a  mass  of 
Papers,  fearing  the  mob  would  plunder  his  house ;  but  he  did 
not  proceed  with  it  now,  and  thanked  Heaven  for  saving  his 
Country.  His  Secretary  of  Legation,  my  friend  Schumacher, 
gave  me  all  the  money  he  had  in  his  pockets,  to  distribute 
amongst  the  poor;  and  I  returned  home.  Directly  after, 
there  passed  our  house,  at  a  rate  as  if  the  horses  were  running 
away,  a  common  two-horse  coach,  in  which  sat  Head-Tutor 
(Ober-Hofmeister)  von  Panin  with  the  Grand  Duke  [famous 
Czar  Paul  that  is  to  be],  who  was  still  in  his  nightgown,''  poor 
frightened  little  boy !  — 

'^  Not  long  after,  I  saw  some  of  the  Foot-guards,  in  the  public 
street  near  the  Winter  Palace,  selling,  at  rates  dog-cheap,  their 
new  uniforms  after  the  Prussian  cut,  which  they  had  stript  off ; 
whilst  others,  singing  merrily,  carried  about,  stuck  on  the  top 
of  their  muskets,  or  on  their  bayonets,  their  new  grenadier 
caps  of  Prussian  fashion.^  I  saw  several  soldiers,  out  on  er- 
rand or  otherwise,  seizing  the  coaches  they  met  in  the  streets, 
and  driving  on  in  them.  Others  appropriated  the  eatables 
which  hucksters  carried  about  in  baskets.  But  in  all  this  wild 
tumult,  nobody  was  killed ;  and  only  at  Oranienbaum  a  few 
Holstein  soldiers  got  wounded  by  some  low  Russians,  in  their 
wantonness. 

^^  July  11th,  the  disorder  amongst  the  soldiers  was  at  its 
height;  yet  still  much  less  than  might  have  been  expected. 
Many  of  them  entered  the  houses  of  Foreigners,  and  demanded 
money.  Seeing  a  number  of  them  come  into  my  house,  I 
hastily  put  a  quantity  of  roubles  and  half -roubles  in  my  pockety 
and  went  out  with  a  servant,  especially  with  a  cheerful  face, 
to  meet  them,*'  —  and  no  harm  was  done. 

"  Saturday,  July  17th,  was  the  day  of  the  Czar's  death  ;  on 

the  same  17th,  the  Empress  was  informed  of  it;   and  next 

day,  his  body  was  brought  from  Ropscha  to  the  Convent  of 

St.  Alexander  Newski,  near  Petersburg.     Here  it  lay  in  state 

1  S«e  in  Hermann  (v.  291)  the  Saxon  Ambassador'B  Bepozt 
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three  days ;  nay,  an  Imperial  Manifesto  even  ordered  that  the 
last  honors  and  duty  be  paid  to  it.  July  20th^  I  drove  thither 
with  my  Wife ;  and  to  be  able  to  view  the  body  more  minutely, 
we  passed  twice  through  the  room  where  it  lay.  [An  uncom- 
monly broad  neckcloth  on  it,  did  you  observe  ?]  Owing  to  the 
rapid  dissolution,  it  had  to  be  interred  on  the  following  day :  — 
and  it  was  a  touching  circumstance,  that  this  happened  to  be 
the  veiy  day  on  which  the  Czar  had  fixed  to  start  from  Peters- 
Wg  on  his  Campaign  against  Denmark."  ^ 

Catharine,  one  must  own  with  a  shudder,  has  not  attained  the 
Autocracy  of  All  the  Russias  gratis.  Let  us  hope  she  would 
once — till  driven  upon  a  dire  alternative  —  have  herself  shud- 
dered to  purchase  at  such  a  price.  A  kind  of  horror  haunts 
one's  notion  of  her  red-handed  brazen-faced  Orlofs  and  her, 
which  all  the  cosmetics  of  the  world  will  never  quite  cover. 
And  yet,  on  the  spot,  in  Petersburg  at  the  moment  — !  Read 
this  Clipping  from  Smelf ungus,  on  a  collateral  topic  :  — 

^In  Buschiriffs  Magazine  are  some  Love-letters  from  the 
old  Marshal  Munnich  to  Catharine  just  after  this  event,  which 
lie  psychologically  curious.  Love-letters,  for  they  partake  of 
that  character ;  though  the  man  is  82,  and  has  had  such  break- 
tges  and  vicissitudes  in  this  Earth.  Alive  yet,  it  would  seem ; 
uid  full  of  ambitions.  Unspeakably  beautiful  is  this  young 
Woman  to  him ;  radiant  as  ox-eyed  Juno,  as  Diana  of  the 
silver  bow,  —  such  a  power  in  her  to  gratify  the  avarices,  am- 
bitions, cupidities  of  an  insatiable  old  fellow :  0  divine  young 
Empress,  Aurora  of  bright  Summer  epochs,  rosy-fingered  daugh- 
ter of  the  Sun,  —  grant  me  the  governing  of  This,  the  admin- 
istering of  That :  and  see  what  a  thing  I  will  make  of  it  (I|  an 
inventive  old  gentleman),  for  your  Majesty's  honor  and  gkuy, 
and  my  own  advantage !  ^ —  Innumerable  persona  of  less  noil 
than  Hiinnich  have  their  Biographies,  and  are  knoim  to  tb 


>  BMching,  Ti.  464-467. 

*  Bteching,  Magazin  fStr  die  new  Historie  und  Gtogropkk  (F 
1781),  ztL  41S-477  (22  Letters,  and  only  thrice  or  so  a  wotd  of  > 
-M  Z^Mner:"  dafeet,  "Nanra^  4th  Aagort,  1762"  .  .  .  «'II 
r,  17C2"). 
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leading  public  and  in  all  barbers'-shops,  if  that  were  an  advan- 
tage to  them.  Very  considerable,  this  MiUmich,  as  a  soldieri 
for  one  thing.  And  surely  had  Tery  strange  adventures ;  an 
original  German  character  withal :  —  about  the  stature  ol 
Belleisle,  for  example ;  and  not  quite  unlike  Belleisle  in  some 
of  his  ways  ?  Game  originally  from  the  swamps  of  Oldenburg, 
or  Lower  Weser  Country,  —  son  of  a  Deichgrdfe  (Ditch-Super- 
intendent) there.  Requiescant  in  oblivious  silence,  Belleisle 
and  he ;  it  is  better  than  being  lied  of,  and  maundered  of,  and 
blotched  and  blundered  of. 

^'Biographies  were  once  rhythmic,  earnest  as  death  or  as 
life,  earnest  as  transcendent  human  Insight  risen  to  the  Sing- 
ing pitch;  some  Homer,  nay  some  Psalmist  or  Evangelist, 
spokesman  of  reverent  Populations,  was  the  Biographer. 
Ehythmic,  ioith  exactitude,  investigation  to  the  very  marrow ; 
this,  or  else  oblivion.  Biography  should  now,  and  at  all  timeSi 
be ;  but  is  not,  —-by  any  manner  of  means.  With  what  results 
is  visible  enough,  if  you  will  look !  Human  Stupor,  fallen  into 
the  dishonest,  lazy  and  unflogged  condition,  is  truly  an  awful 
thing." 

Catharine  did  not  persist  in  her  Anti-Prussian  determini^ 
tion.  July  9th,  the  Manifesto  had  been  indignantly  emphatio 
on  Prussia ;  July  22d,  in  a  Note  to  Groltz  from  the  Czarina,  it 
was  all  withdrawn  again.^  Looking  into  the  deceased  Czar's 
Papers,  she  found  that  Friedrich's  Letters  to  him  had  contained 
nothing  of  wrong  or  offensive ;  always  excellent  advices,  on 
the  contrary,  —  advice,  among  others,  To  be  conciliatory  to 
his  dever-witted  Wife,  and  to  make  her  his  ally,  not  his  oppo* 
nent,  in  living  and  reigning.  In  Konigsberg  (July  16th,  seven 
days  after  July  9th),  the  Russian  Governor,  just  on  the  point 
of  quitting,  emitted  Proclamation,  to  everybody's  horror :  "  No ; 
altered,  all  that ;  under  pain  of  death,  your  Oath  to  Russia  still 
valid  ! "  Which  for  the  next  ten  days,  or  till  his  new  proclsr 
mat  ion,  made  such  a  Konigsberg  of  it  as  may  be  imagined.  The 
sight  of  those  Letters  is  understood  to  have  turned  the  scale ; 
which  had  hung  wavering  till  July  22d  in  the  Czarina's  mind* 
^Can  it  be  good,"  she  might  privately  think  withal^  ^'  to  begin 

1  Bodenbeck,  u.  171. 
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on  nigs  by  kindling  a  foolish  War  Mgam  T "  How  Friedrich 
nonvad  tha  news  of  July  9th,  and  into  what  a  orisiB  it  threw 
bm,  we  aliall  soon  see.  His  Campaign  had  began  July  lat ;  — 
ind  has  boeo  aummoning  us  home,  into  it*  homon,  tot  torn 


CHAPTER  XL 

■KTKNTB   CAMFAIOK   OPSXB. 

Fbixdkich'i  plan  of  Campa^cn  ie  settled  long  since  :  B« 
e^ituie  Schweidnitz ;  clear  Silesia  of  the  enemy ;  Silesia  and 
til  our  own  Dominions  clear,  we  can  then  stand  fencible 
•giinit  the  Austrian  perseverances.  Peace,  one  day,  they 
noBt  grant  as.  The  general  tide  of  European  things  is  changed 
hj  thew  ocourrences  in  Petersburg  and  London.  Peace  is 
nidently  near.  France  aod  England  are  again  be^ning  to 
negotiate ;  no  Pitt  now  to  be  rigorous.  The  tide  of  War  has 
l)ten  wavering  at  its  summit  for  two  years  past ;  and  now, 
with  this  of  Bosaia,  and  this  of  Bute  instead  of  Pitt,  there  is 
«bb  everywhere,  and  all  Europe  determining  for  peace.  Steady 
■t  the  helm,  as  heretofore,  a  Friedrich,  with  the  world-current 
in  his  favor,  may  hope  to  get  home  after  all. 

Austrian  Head-qnarters  had  been  at  Waldenburg,  under 
London  or  his  Lientenanta,  all  Winter.  Loudon  returned 
thither  from  Vienna  April  7th;  but  is  not  to  command  in 
dtie^  this  Year,  —  Schweidnitz  still  sticking  in  some  people's 
throats :  "  DangerooB  i  a  man  with  such  rash  practices,  rapid- 
itiea  and  Pandour  tendencies!"  Daun  is  to  command  in 
Silesia ;  Loudon,  nnder  him,  obscure  to  us  henceforth,  and 
inoffensive  to  Offloial  people.  Beicha  Army  shall  take  charge 
of  Saxony ;  nominally  a  Reiehs  Army,  though  there  are  35,000 
AottriaBS  in  it,  as  the  soul  of  it,  under  some  Serbelloni,  some 
StoUberg  as  Chief — (the  fact,  1  believe,  is:  Serbelloni  got 
angrilT  displaced  on  that  "  crossing  of  the  Mulda  1^  Prince 
Hcor^  Hay  13th ; "  Prince  of  Zweibrilck  had  angrily  abdicated 
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a  year  before ;  and  a  Prince  von  Stollberg  is  now  Greneralis- 
simo  of  Eeich  and  Allies :  but  it  is  no  kind  of  matter),  —  some 
StoUbergy  with  Serbelloni,  Haddick,  Maguire  and  such  like  in 
subaltern  places.  Gunctator  Daun,  in  spite  of  his  late  sleepy 
ways,  is  to  be  Head-man  again :  this  surely  is  a  cheering  cir- 
cumstance to  Friedrich;  Loudon,  not  Daun,  being  the  only 
man  he  ever  got  much  ill  of  hitherto. 

Daun  arrives  in  Waldenburg,  May  9th ;  and  to  show  that 
he  is  not  cunctatory,  steps  out  within  a  week  after.  May  15th, 
he  has  descended  from  his  Mountains ;  has  swept  round  by  the 
back  and  by  the  front  of  Schweidnitz,  far  and  wide,  into  the 
Plain  Country,  and  encamped  himself  crescent-wise,  many 
miles  in  length.  Head-quarter  near  the  Zobtenberg.  Bent 
fondly  round  Schweidnitz;  meaning,  as  is  evident,  to  defend 
Schweidnitz  against  all  comers, — his  very  position  symboli- 
cally intimating:  <^I  will  fight  for  it,  Prussian  Majesty,  if 
you  like !  '* 

Prussian  Majesty,  however,  seemed  to  take  no  notice  of  him ; 
and,  what  was  very  surprising,  kept  his  old  quarters :  "  a  Can- 
tonment, or  Chain  of  Posts,  ten  miles  long ;  Schweidnitz  Water 
on  his  right  flank,  Oder  on  his  left ; "  perfectly  safe,  as  he 
perceives,  being  able  to  assemble  in  four  hours,  if  Daun  try 
anything.^  And,  in  fact,  sat  there,  and  did  not  come  into  the 
Field  at  all  for  five  weeks  or  more ;  —  waiting  till  Czernichers 
20,000  arrive,  who  are  on  march  from  Thorn  since  June  2d. 
Mere  small-war  goes  on  in  the  interim;  world  getting  all 
greener  and  flowerier ;  the  Glatz  Highlands,  to  one's  left  yonder 
(Owl-Mountains,  Eulengebirge  so  called),  lying  magically  blue 
and  mysterious :  —  on  the  Plain  in  front  of  them,  ten  miles 
from  the  final  peaks  of  them,  is  Schweidnitz  Fortress,  lying 
full  in  view,  with  a  picked  Grarrison  of  12,000  under  a  picked 
Captain,  and  all  else  of  defence  or  impregnability  ;  and  Fried- 
rich  privately  determined  to  take  it,  though  by  methods  of  his 
own  choosing,  and  which  cannot  commence  tiU  Czemichef  come. 
Daun,  with  his  right  wing,  has  hold  of  those  Highland  Regions, 
and  cautiously  guards  them ;  can,  when  he  pleases,  wend  back 
to  Waldenburg  Country ;  and  at  once,  with  his  superior  numbers^ 
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hUxk  aQ  yrigrr.  axid  sit;  tiiare  iui|ttfigiiaMe,  Tbe  ^ft"'^^ttff% 
of  difllodgxDg  lum  sre  ofaaeore  to  Fnadzieh  himself;  but  iMidi- 
ods  there  must  be,  dislodgBd  he  must  be.  and  sent  paddi^. 
Withoat  that,  all  siege  cf  Schweidnitz  is  fiacly  impossible. 

Jmie  27thy  Friedrich'6  Head-quarter  is  TintZy  Cieniic^ef 
now  nigh :  ^  two  days  ago  (June  2Stih),  Gaeniichef  s  Cossacks 
"^  crossed  the  Oder  at  Anxas,''  —  with  how  different  objeots 
from  those  they  used  to  hare  !  Jtd^  Igt,  Caemicbef  ^i™wlf 
is  here,  in  full  tale  and  equipment.  Had  encamped,  a  day  ^o^ 
on  the  Field  of  Lissa ;  where  Majesty  reviewed  >»Tm,  inspected 
and  mancBUTred  him,  with  great  mntasl  satis&ction.  **  Field 
of  Lissa ; "  it  is  where  our  poor  Prussian  people  encamped  on 
the  nig^t  of  Lenthen,  with  their  ^  JVlm  damket  aUe  6^"  five 
years  ago,  in  memorable  circomstanoes :  to  what  vaiioiis  uses 
are  Earth's  Fields  liable ! 

Friedrieh,  by  degrees,  has  conmderably  changed  his  opinion, 
and  bent  towards  the  late  Keith's,  about  Russian  Soldiery :  a 
Soldiery  of  most  various  kinds ;  from  predatoiy  Cossacks  and 
Calmucks  to  those  noble  Grenadiers,  whom  we  saw  sit  down 
on  the  Walls  of  Schweidnitz  when  their  work  was  done.  A 
perfectly  steady  obedience  is  in  these  men;  at  any  and  all 
times  obedient,  to  the  death  if  needful,  and  with  a  silenosi 
with  a  stead&stness  as  of  rocks  and  gravitation.  Which  is  a 
superlative  quality  in  soldiers.  Good  in  Nations  too,  within 
Umits ;  and  much  a  distinction  in  the  Bnssian  Nation :  rare, 
or  almost  unique,  in  these  unruly  Times.  The  Russians  have 
privately  had  their  admirations  of  Friedrich,  all  this  while ; 
and  called  him  by  I  forget  what  unpronounceable  vernacular 
epithet^  signifying  ^  Son  of  Lightning,"  or  some  such  thing.* 
No  doubt  they  are  proud  to  have  a  stroke  of  service  under 
such  a  one,  since  Father  Peter  Feodorowitsh  graciously  orders 
it :  the  very  Cossacks  show  an  alertness,  a  vivacity ;  and  see 
cheery  possibilities  ahead,  in  Countries  not  yet  plundered  out 
They  stayed  with  Friedrich  only  Three  Weeks,  —  Russia  being 
an  nncertain  Country.    As  we  have  seen  above ;  though  Fried- 

1  TflBpelhof,  tL  76. 

*  Bwbliols,  iVaieHi  PrmmKh-Brwula^lmr^iMdm  GmkkkU  (1775),  toL  il 
(pige  imeovuabls). 
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rieh,  who  is  vitally  concerned^  has  not  yet  seen  I  But  their 
junction  with  him,  and  review  by  him  in  the  Field  of  Lissa, 
had  its  uses  by  and  by ;  and  may  be  counted  an  epoch  in  Rus- 
sian History,  if  nothing  more.  The  poor  Russian  Nation, 
most  pitiable  of  loyal  Nations,  —  struggling  patiently  ahead, 
on  those  bad  terms,  under  such  Catins  and  foul  Nightmares,  -— 
has  it,  shall  we  say,  quite  gone  without  conquest  in  this  mad 
War  ?  Perhaps,  not  quite.  It  has  at  least  shown  Europe  that 
it  possesses  fighting  qualities :  a  changed  Nation,  sinoe  Karl 
XIL  beat  them  easily,  at  Narva,  8,000  to  80,000,  in  the  snowy 
morning,  long  since  !  — 

Czemichef  once  come,  and  in  his  place  in  the  Camp  of  Tints, 
business  instantly  begins,  — business,  and  a  press  of  it,  in  right 
earnest ;  —  upon  the  hitherto  idle  Daun.  July  1st,  there  is 
general  complex  Advance  everywhere  on  Fhedrich's  part; 
general  attempt  towards  the  Mountains.  Upon  which  Daun, 
well  awake,  at  once  rolls  universally  thitherward  again ;  takes 
post  in  front  of  the  Mountains,  —  on  the  Heights  of  Kunzen- 
dorf,  to  wit  (Loudon's  old  post  in  Bunzelwitz  time);  —  and 
elaborately  spreads  himself  out  in  defence  there.  ^'  Take  him 
multifariously  by  the  left  flank,  get  between  him  and  his 
Magasdne  at  Braunau ! "  thinks  Friedrich.  Discovering  which, 
Daun  straightway  hitches  back  into  the  Mountains  altogether, 
leaving  Kunzendorf  to  Friedrich's  use  as  main  camp.  His 
outmost  Austrians,  on  the  edge  of  the  Mountain  Country,  and 
back  as  far  as  suitable,  Daun  elaborately  posts ;  and  intrenches 
himself  behind  them  in  all  the  commanding  points,  —  Schweid- 
nitz  still  well  in  sight ;  and  Braunau  and  the  roads  to  it  well 
capable  of  being  guarded.  Daun's  Head-quarter  is  Tannhausen ; 
Burkersdorf,  Ludwigsdorf,  if  readers  can  remember  them,  are 
frontward  posts  :  —  in  his  old  imperturbable  way  Daun  sits 
there  waiting  events. 

And  for  near  three  weeks  there  ensues  a  very  multiplex 
series  of  rapid  movements,  and  alarming  demonstrations,  on 
Daun's  front,  on  Daun's  right  flank ;  with  serious  extensive 
effort  (masked  in  that  way)  to  turn  Daun's  left  flank,  and 
push  round  by  Landshut  Country  upon  Bohemia  and  Braunao. 
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Mori  yeiy  serious  indeed  on  that  Landshut  side :  oondnoted 
at  first  bj  Friedrich  in  person,  with  General  Wied  (called  also 
ilTtfifiried,  a  man  of  mark  since  Liegnitz  time)  as  seoond  under 
him ;  latterly  by  Wied  himself  as  Friedrich  found  it  giowing 
dafakms  or  hopeless.  That  was  Friedrich's  first  notion  of  the 
Daim  problem.  There  are  rapid  marches  here,  there,  round 
that  western  or  left  flank  of  Daun ;  sudden  spurts  of  fierce 
fighting,  oftcnest  with  a  stiff  climb  as  preliminary :  but  not 
Ae  least  real  success  on  Daun.  Daun  perfectly  comprehends 
what  is  on  foot ;  refuses  to  take  shine  for  substance ;  stands 
massed,  or  grouped,  at  his  own  skilful  judgment,  in  the  i^oper 
pcnnts  for  Brannan,  still  more  for  Schweidnitz ;  and  is  very 
Tigilant  and  imperturbaUe. 

Kunzendorf  Heights,  which  are  not  o^the  Hills,  but  in  front 
of  them,  with  a  strip  of  flat  still  intervening ;  —  these,  we 
sud,  Daun  had  at  once  quitted :  and  these  are  now  Friedrich's ; 
— but  yield  him  a  rery  complex  prospect  at  present.  A  line 
of  opposing  Heights,  Burkersdort  Ludwigsd<^  Leuthmanna- 
dor^  bristling  with  abundant  cannon ;  behind  is  the  multiples 
sea  of  HUls,  rising  higher  and  higher,  to  the  ridge  of  the  Eulni* 
berg  in  Glatz  CountiT  10  or  12  miles  southward  :  Daun,  with 
forces  much  superior,  calmly  krd  of  all  tiiat ;  infinitely  need- 
ing to  be  oosted,  could  one  but  say  bow !  Friedrlr^h  begins  to 
psroeiTe  that Brannao  will  not  do;  that  he  musteootrive  soflie 
other  plan.  General  Wied  he  still  kares  to  propurote  tike 
Brannan  scheme :  perhaps  there  is  still  some  ehaooe  in  it ;  at 
lowest  it  will  keep  Dam*}  attention  thitlMrrwaH.  .4nd  WiM 
peeseTeres  upon  Brannaa :  azjd  Braunan  ynirmt^  imy/amtAf!^ 
poshes  past  it  deeper  into  Bohntaa.  Dsum  loftily  npud^^m  of 
kim.  Wied*s  marciies  ani  MWnmptB  were  cif  appryr^  <.-ual«tr : 
thoQgh  misocwiful  in  the  waT#rf  rtirriagDar^  Wj^iS  Lirirt 
troops  went  aeomrine  aZsikOs^  t*  fir  u  Fr»«.  —  *!r>sr5ar>  *  500 
kat  wet*  witii  iim.  if^jnhr^  th^fir  old  iuihyx^  in  a 
Ooutiy.  To  tlbe  kcvro:-  k4  Ami:n :  who  %trMusii  l>fMi1^f 
i«  »  her  cwn  \^rr*rji :  thjn/z^  ^j  ozsffi  wirV  ^10^ 
im  oikar  peovle^s  m  her  •srjrt  T^idj  c^  ^±^  T/fr  Ojmck.rt,\ 
Wlai,  if  tkis  wet*  acT-tiiaiiu  w«  aZ  '^A  ^fKnsL  w/yrk  •iiAt 
kad  iwum  kos  Canacidii«^  Al^iW :  —  iHbdksai;  syji^  ^ 
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teal  or  actual  while  they  stayed^  though  something  of  imagi- 
nary or  ostensible  which  had  its  importance^  as  we  shall  see. 

Friedrich^  in  the  third  week,  recalls  Wied :  '^  Braunau  clearly 
impossible ;  only  let  us  still  keep  up  appearances  I ''  July 
18th;  Wied  is  in  Kunzendorf  Country  again;  on  an  impor- 
tant new  enterprise,  or  method  with  the  Daun  Problem,  in 
which  Wied  is  to  bear  a  principal  hand.  That  is  to  say.  The 
discomfiture  and  overturn  of  Daun's  right  wing,  if  we  can,  — 
since  his  left  has  proved  impossible.  This  was  the  Storming 
of  Burkersdorf  Heights;  Friedrich's  new  plan.  Which  did 
prove  successful,  and  is  still  famous  in  the  Annals  of  War : 
reckoned  by  all  judges  a  beautiful  plan,  beautifully  executed, 
and  once  more  a  wonderful  achieving  of  what  seemed  the  im- 
possible, when  it  had  become  the  indispensable.  One  of  Fried- 
rich's  prettiest  feats ;  and  the  last  of  his  notable  performances 
in  this  War.  Readers  ought  not  to  be  left  without  some 
shadowy  authentic  notion  of  it;  though  the  real  portraiture 
or  image  (which  is  achievable  too,  after  long  study)  is  for  the 
professional  soldier  only,  —  for  whom  Tempelkof,  good  maps 
and  plenty  of  patience  are  the  recipe. 

"The  scene  is  the  Wall  of  Heights,  running  east  and  west, 
parallel  to  Friedrich's  Position  at  Kunzendorf ;  which  form  the 
Face,  or  decisive  beginning,  of  that  Mountain  Glacis  spreading 
up  ten  miles  farther,  towards  Glatz  Country.  They,  these 
Heights  called  of  Burkersdorf,  are  in  effect  Daun's  right  wing ; 
vitally  precious  to  Daun,  who  has  taken  every  pains  about 
them.  Burkersdorf  Height  (or  Heights,  for  there  are  two, 
divided  by  the  Brook  Weistritz;  but  we  shall  neglect  the 
eastern  or  lower,  which  is  ruled  by  the  other,  and  stands  or 
falls  along  with  it),  Burkersdorf  Height  is  the  principal :  a 
Hill  of  some  magnitude  (short  way  south  of  the  Village  of 
Burkersdorf,  which  also  is  Daun's) ;  Hill  falling  rather  steep 
down,  on  two  of  its  sides,  namely  on  the  north  side,  which  is 
towards  Friedrich  and  Kunzendorf,  and  on  the  east  side,  where 
Weistritz  Water,  as  yet  only  a  Brook,  gushes  out  from  the 
Mountains,  —  hastening  towards  Schweidnitz  or  Schweidnitz 
Water ;  towards  Liasa  and  Leuthen  Country,  where  wa  havo 
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round  to  Burkersdorf  neighborhood  two  days  hence  ;  by  which 
time  also  Wied  will  be  quietly  in  his  place  thereabouts,  with 
a  view  to  business  on  the  20th  and  21st.  M5llendor^  Wied 
and  everything,  are  prosperously  under  way  in  this  manner, 
—  when,  on  the  afternoon  of  that  same  Friday,  17th,'  Gzemi- 
ohef  steps  over,  most  privately,  to  head-quarters :  with  what 
a  bit  of  news !  "  A  Revolution  in  Petersburg  {July  9thy  as 
we  saw  above,  or  as  Herr  Bttsching  saw] ;  Czar  Peter,  your 
Majesty's  adorer,  is  dethroned,  perhaps  murdered ;  your  l^laj- 
esty's  enemies,  in  the  name  of  Czarina  Catharinei  order  me 
instantly  homeward  with  my  20,000!"  This  is  true  news, 
this  of  Czerniohef.  A  most  unexpected,  overwhelming  Revo- 
lution in  those  Northern  Parts ;  —  not  needing  to  be  farther 
touched  upon  in  this  place. 

What  here  concerns  us  is,  Friedrich's  feelings  on  hearing 
of  it ;  which  no  reader  can  now  imagine.  Horror,  amazement, 
pity,  very  poignant ;  grief  for  one's  hapless  friend  Peter,  for 
one's  still  more  hapless  self  I  "The  Sisyphus  stone,  which 
we  had  got  dragged  to  the  top,  the  chains  all  beautifully  slack 
these  three  months  past,  —  has  it  leapt  away  again?  And 
on  the  eve  of  Burkersdorf,  and  our  grand  Daun  problem ! " 
Truly,  the  Destinies  have  been  quite  dramatic  with  this  King, 
and  have  contrived  the  moment  of  hitting  him  to  the  heart 
He  passionately  entreats  Czernichef  to  be  helpful  to  him,  — 
which  Czernichef  would  fain  be,  only  how  can  he  ?  To  be 
helpful ;  at  least  to  keep  the  matter  absolutely  secret  yet  for 
some  hours:  this  the  obliging  Czernichef  will  do.  And  Fried 
rich  remains,  Czernichef  having  promised  this,  in  the  throes 
of  desperate  consideration  and  uncertainty,  hour  after  hoiir, 
— how  many  hours  I  do  not  know.  It  is  confidently  said,* 
Friedrich  had  the  thought  of  forcibly  disarming  Czernichef 
and  his  20,000 :  —  in  which  case  he  must  have  given  up  the 
Daun  Enterprise ;  for  without  Czernichef  as  a  positive  quan- 
tity, much  more  with  Czernichef  as  a  negative,  it  is  impossible. 
But,  at  any  rate,  most  luckily  for  himself,  he  came  upon  a 
milder  thought :  "  Stay  with  us  yet  three  days,  merely  in  the 

^  Compare  Tempelhof,  vi.  99,  and  RSdenbeck,  ii.  164. 
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dorf  Height, — not  much  hurting  O'Kellj  or  his  Hftight^  so 
high  was  it,  but  making  a  prodigious  noise  upon  (yKelly ; — 
others  of  the  cannon  shearing  home  on  those  palisades  and 
elaborations,  in  the  Weistritz  Valley  in  particular,  and  quite 
tearing  up  a  Cavalry  Kegiment  which  was  drawn  out  there ; 
so  that  O'Kelly  had  instantly  to  call  it  home,  in  a  very 
wrecked  condition.  Why  O'Kelly  ever  put  it  there — except 
that  he  saw  no  place  for  it  in  his  rugged  localities,  or  no  use 
for  it  anywhere  —  is  still  a  mystery  to  the  intelligent  mind.^ 
The  howitzers,  their  shells  bursting  mostly  in  the  air,  did 
O'Kelly  little  hurt,  nor  for  hours  yet  was  there  any  real 
attack  on  Burkersdorf  or  him;  but  the  noise,  the  horrid 
death-blaze  was  prodigious,  and  kept  O'Kelly,  like  some 
others,  in  an  agitated,  occupied  condition  till  their  own  turn 
came. 

For  it  had  been  ordered  that  Wied  and  MoUendorf  were  not 
to  attack  together:  not  together,  but  successively, — for  the 
following  reasons.  Together  ;  suppose  Mollendorf  to  prosper 
on  O'Kelly  (whom  he  is  to  storm,  not  by  the  steep  front  part 
as  O'Kelly  fancies,  but  to  go  round  by  the  western  flank  and 
take  him  in  rear) ;  suppose  Mollendorf  to  be  near  prospering 
on  Burkersdorf  Height, — unless  Wied  too  have  prospered, 
Ludwigsdorf  batteries  and  forces  will  have  Mollendorf  by  the 
right  flank,  and  between  two  flres  he  will  be  ruined ;  he  and 
everything  I  On  the  other  hand,  let  Wied  try  first :  if  Wied 
can  manage  Ludwigsdorf,  well :  if  Wied  cannot,  he  comes 
home  again  with  small  damage ;  and  the  whole  Enterprise  is 
off  for  the  present.  That  was  Friedrich's  wise  arrangement, 
and  the  reason  why  he  so  bombards  O'Kelly  with  thunder, 
blank  mostly. 

And  indeed,  from  4  this  morning  and  till  4  in  the  afternoon, 
there  is  such  an  outburst  and  blazing  series  of  Scenic  Effect, 
and  thunder  mostly  blank,  going  on  far  and  near  all  over  that 
District  of  Coimtry :  (xeneral  This  ostentatiously  speeding  off, 
as  if  for  attack  on  some  important  place ;  Greneral  That,  for 
attack  on  some  other ;  all  hands  busy,  —  the  20,000  Russians 
not  yet  speeding,  but  seemingly  just  about  to  do  it^— •and 

1  Tanpelhof,  n.  107. 
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Kii^k  thunder  so  mixed  with  not  blank,  and  scenio  effect  with 
bitter  reality,^ — as  was  seldom  seen  before.  And  no  wisest 
Daon,  not  to  speak  of  his  O'Kellys  and  lieutenants,  can,  for 
the  life  of  him,  say  where  the  real  attack  is  to  be,  or  on  what 
hs^nA  to  torn  himself.  Daon  in  person,  I  believe,  is  still  at 
Tannhansen,  near  the  centre  of  this  astonishing  soene ;  five  or 
six  miles  from  any  practical  part  of  it  And  does  order  for- 
ward, hither,  thither,  masses  of  force  to  support  the  De  Ligne, 
the  O^elly,  among  others ;  but  who  can  tell  what  to  support  ? 
Dann's  lieutenants  were  alert  some  of  them,  others  less :  (Gen- 
eral Guasco,  for  instance,  who  is  in  Schweidnitz,  an  alert  Com- 
mandant, with  12,000  picked  men,  was  drawing  out,  of  his  own 
will,  with  certain  regiments  to  try  Friedrich's  rear:  but  a  check 
was  put  on  him  (some  dangerous  shake  of  the  fist  from  afar), 
when  he  had  to  draw  in  again.  In  general  the  <yEelly  sup- 
ports sat  gazing  dubiously,  and  did  nothing  for  O^elly  but 
roll  back  along  with  him,  when  the  time  came.  But  let  us  first 
attend  to  Wied,  and  the  Ludwigsdorf-Leuthmannsdorf  part. 

Wied,  divided  into  Three,  is  diligently  pushing  up  on  Lud- 
wigsdorf  by  the  slacker  eastern  ascents;  meets  firm  enough 
battalions,  potent,  dangerous  and  resolute  in  their  strong 
posts ;  but  endeavors  firmly  to  be  more  dangerous  than  they. 
Dislodges  everything,  on  his  right,  on  his  left ;  comes  in  sight 
of  the  batteries  and  ranked  masses  atop,  which  seem  to  him 
difficult  indeed ;  flatly  impossible,  if  tried  on  front ;  but  always 
some  Colonel  Lottum,  or  quick-eyed  man,  finds  some  little 
valley,  little  hollow ;  gets  at  the  Enemy  side-wise  and  rear- 
wise  ;  rushes  on  with  fixed  bayonets,  double-quick,  to  co-operate 
with  the  front :  and,  on  the  whole,  there  are  the  best  news  from 
Wied,  and  we  perceive  he  sees  his  way  through  the  afi[air. 

Upon  which,  Mollendorf  gets  in  motion,  upon  his  specific 
erxaod.  Mdllendorf  has  been  surveying  his  ground  a  little, 
during  the  leisure  hour ;  especially  examining  what  mode  of 
passage  there  may  be,  and  looking  for  some  road  up  those 
slacker  western  parts :  has  found  no  road,  but  a  kind  of  sheep- 
which  he  thinks  will  do.  Mollendorf,  with  all  energy, 
many  difficulties,  pushes  up  accordingly;  gets 
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into  his  sheep-track ;  £ndSy  in  the  steeper  part  of  this  track, 
that  horses  oannot  draw  his  oannon;  sets  his  men  to  do  it; 
pulls  and  poshes^  he  and  they^  with  a  right  will ;  — sees  over 
his  left  shoulder^  at  a  certain  point,  the  ranked  Austrians 
waiting  for  h\m  behind  their  cannon  (which  must  have  been 
an  interesting  glimpse  of  scenery  for  some  moments) ;  tugs 
along,  till  he  is  at  a  point  for  planting  his  cannon ;  and  than, 
under  help  of  these,  rushes  forward,  —  in  two  parts,  perhaps 
in  three,  but  with  one  impetus  in  all,  — to  seize  the  Austrian 
fruit  set  before  him.  Surely,  if  a  precious,  a  very  prickly 
pomegranate,  to  clutch  hold  of  on  different  sides,  after  such  a 
climb !  The  Austrians  make  stiff  fight ;  have  abatis,  multiplex 
defences ;  and  M5llendorf  has  a  furious  wrestle  with  this  last 
remnant,  holding  out  wonderfully,  —  till  at  length  the  abatis 
itself  catches  fire,  in  the  musketry,  and  they  have  to  surrender. 
This  must  be  about  noon,  as  I  collect :  and  Feldmarschall  Daun 
himself  now  orders  everybody  to  fall  back.  And  the  tug  of 
fight  is  over ;  —  though  Friedrich's  scenic  effects  did  not  cease ; 
and  in  particular  his  big  battery  raged  till  5  in  the  afternoon, 
the  more  to  confirm  Daunts  rearward  resolutions  and  quicken 
his  motions.  On  fall  of  night,  Daun,  everybody  having  had 
his  orders,  and  been  making  his  preparations  for  six  hours 
past,  ebbed  totally  away ;  in  perfect  order,  bag  and  baggage. 
Well  away  to  southward ;  and  left  Friedrioh  quit  of  him.* 

Quit  of  Daun  forevermore,  as  it  turned  out.  Plainly  free, 
at  any  rate,  to  begin  upon  Schweidnitz,  whenever  he  sees 
good.  Of  the  behavior  of  Wied,  MfiUendorf,  and  their  peo- 
ple, indeed  of  the  Prussians  one  and  all,  what  can  be  said, 
but  that  it  was  worthy  of  their  Captain  and  of  khe  Plannings 
he  had  made  ?  Which  is  saying  a  great  deaL  "  We  got  above 
14  big  guns,"  report  they ;  "  above  1,000  prisoners,  and  per- 
haps twice  as  many  that  deserted  to  us  in  the  days  following.'* 
Gzemichef  was  full  of  admiration  at  the  day's  work :  he 
marched  early  next  morning,  —  I  trust  with  lasting  gratitude 
on  the  part  of  an  obliged  Friedrich. 

1  Tempelbof,  vi.  100-115:  compare  Berickt  von  der  bey  LmUmanrudorfdm 
2\8ten  JvUus  1762  vcrge/aUenen  Action  (Seyfarth,  Btylagen,  iii.  SOS-SOS); 
AMdmwdUt  Brnck  vomUrfrc*  (ib.  30S-SU) ;  Arebenboltii  &c  Ac 
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Some  three  weeks  before  this  of  Hurkersdorf,  Duke  Ferdi- 
Djuid,  near  a  place  called  Wilhelmsthal,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Cassel,  in  woody  broken  country  of  Hill  and  Dale,  favor- 
able lor  strategic  contrivances,  had  organized  a  beautiful 
movement  from  many  sides,  hoping  to  overwhelm  the  too  care- 
less or  too  ignorant  French,  and  gain  a  signal  victory  over 
them :  BattUy  so  called,  of  Wilhelmsthal,  June  2^th,  1762,  being 
the  result.  Mauvillon  never  can  forgive  a  certain  stupid  Hano- 
veriaoy  who  mistook  his  orders;  and  on  getting  to  his  Hill- 
top, which  was  the  centre  of  all  the  rest,  —  formed  himself 
with  his  back  to  the  point  of  attack;  and  began  shooting  can- 
non at  next  to  nothing,  as  if  to  warn  the  French,  that  they 
had  better  instantly  make  off!  Which  they  instantly  set 
about,  with  a  will ;  and  mainly  succeeded  in ;  nothing  all  day 
but  mazes  of  intricate  marching  on  both  sides,  with  spurts  of 
fight  here  and  there, — ending  in  a  truly  stiff  bout  between 
Granby  and  a  Oomte  de  Stainville,  who  covered  the  retreat, 
and  who  could  not  be  beaten  without  a  great  deal  cf  trouble. 
The  result  a  kind  of  victory  to  Ferdinand ;  but  nothing  like 
what  he  expected.^ 

Soubise  leads  the  French  this  final  Tear;  but  he  has  a 
D'Estr^es  with  him  (our  old  D'Estrees  of  Hastenheck)^  who 
much  helps  the  account  current ;  and  though  generally  on  the 
deelining  hand  (obliged  to  give  up  Giittingen,  to  edge  away 
farther  and  farther  out  of  Hessen  itself,  to  give  up  the  Weser, 
and  see  no  shift  but  the  farther  side  of  Fulda,  with  Frankfurt 
to  rear),  —  is  not  often  caught  napping  as  here  at  Wilhelms- 
thaL  There  ensued  about  the  banks  of  the  Fulda,  and  the 
question.  Shall  we  be  driven  across  it  sooner  or  not  so  soon  ? 
a  great  deal  of  fighting  and  pushing  (Battle  called  of  Luttemr 
berg.  Battle  of  Johannisberg,  and  others)  :  but  all  readers  will 
look  forward  rather  to  the  Cannonade  of  Amuneburg,  more 
precisely  Cannonade  of  the  Brucken-Muhle  (September  21dt), 
which  finishes  these  wearisome  death-wrestlings.  Peace  is 
coming ;  all  the  world  can  now  couut  on  that ! 

Bute  is  ravenous  for  Peace ;  has  been  privately  taking  the 
most  unheard-of  steps: — wrote  to  Kaunitz,  ''Peace  at  onoe 

1  MaaTmon,  iL  227-236 :  Tempelhof,  ri.  &c.  &c. 
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and  we  will  vote  for  your  having  Silesia ; "  to  which  EaonitZy 
suspecting  trickery  in  artless  Bute^  answered,  haughtily  sneer- 
ing, ''No  help  needed  from  your  Lordship  in  that  matter ! " 
After  which  repulse,  or  before  it,  Bute  had  applied  to  the 
Czar's  Minister  in  London:  ''Czarish  Majesty  to  have  East 
Freussen  guaranteed  to  him,  if  he  will  insist  that  the  King 
of  Prussia  dispense  with  Silesia;"  which  the  indignant  Czar 
rejected  with  scorn,  and  at  once  made  his  Eoyal  Friend  aware 
of;  with  what  emotion  on  the  Koyal  Friend's  part  we  have 
transiently  seen.  "  Horrors  and  perfidies  I "  ejaculated  he,  in 
our  hearing  lately ;  and  regarded  Bute,  from  that  time,  as  a 
knave  and  an  imbecile  both  in  one;  nor  ever  quite  forgave 
Bute's  Nation  either,  which  was  far  from  being  Bute's  accom- 
plice in  this  unheard-of  procedure.  ''No  more  Alliances  with 
England ! "  counted  he :  "  What  Alliance  can  there  be  with 
that  ever-fluctuating  People  ?  To-day  they  have  a  thrice-noble 
Pitt ;  to-morrow  a  thrice-paltry  Bute,  and  all  goes  heels-over- 
head on  the  sudden  ! "  ^ 

Bute,  at  this  rate  of  going,  will  manage  to  get  hold  of  Peace 
before  long.  To  Priedrich  himself,  a  Siege  of  Schweidnitz  is 
now  free;  Schweidnitz  his,  the  Austrians  will  have  to  quit 
Silesia.  "Their  cash  is  out:  except  prayer  to  the  Virgin, 
what  but  Peace  can  they  attempt  farther  ?  In  Saxony  things 
will  have  gone  ill,  if  there  be  not  enough  left  us  to  offer 
them  in  return  for  Glatz.  And  Peace  and  As-your^ere  must 
ensue ! " 

Let  us  go  upon  Schweidnitz,  therefore;  pausing  on  none 
of  these  subsidiary  things;  and  be  brief  upon  S^weidniti 
toa 

1  PraiiM,  a  308;  Mitchell,  ii.  SS& 
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Daun  being  now  cleared  away,  Friedrich  instantlj  proceeds 
upon  Schweidnitz.  Orders  the  necessary  Siege  Materials  to 
get  under  way  from  Neisse;  posts  his  Army  in  the  proper 
places,  between  Daun  and  the  Fortress,  —  King's  head-quarter 
Dittmannsdorf,  Army  spread  in  fine  large  crescent-shape,  to 
southwest  of  Schweidnitz  some  ten  miles,  and  as  far  between 
Daun  and  it;  —  orders  home  to  him  his  Upper-Silesia  Detach- 
ments, "  Home,  all  of  you,  by  Neisse  Country,  to  make  up  for 
Czemichefs  departure;  from  Neisse  onwards  you  can  guard 
the  Siege-Ammunition  wagons ! "  Naturally  he  has  block- 
aded Schweidnitz,  from  the  first ;  he  names  Tauentzien  Siege- 
Captain,  with  a  10  or  12,000  to  do  the  Siege :  « Ahead,  all  of 
you ! "  —  and  in  short,  August  7th,  with  the  due  adroitness  and 
precautions,  opens  his  first  parallel ;  suffering  little  or  nothing 
hitherto  by  a  resistance  which  is  rather  vehement.^  He  ex- 
pects to  have  the  place  in  a  couple  of  weeks  —  ''one  week 
(huit  jours)  "  he  sometimes  counts  it,  but  was  far  out  in  his 
reckoning  as  to  time. 

The  Siege  of  Schweidnitz  occupied  two  most  laborious, 
tedious  months;  —  and  would  be  wearisome  to  every  reader 
now,  as  it  was  to  Friedrich  then,  did  we  venture  on  more  than 
the  briefest  outline.  The  resistance  is  vehement,  verv  skil- 
ful :  — Commandant  is  Guasco  (the  same  who  was  so  truculent 
to  Schmettau  in  the  Dresden  time);  his  Garrison  is  near 
12,000,  picked  from  all  regiments  of  the  Austrian  Army ;  his 
provisions,  ammunitions,  are  of  the  amplest ;  and  he  has  under 
him  as  chief  Engineer  a  M.  Gribeauval,  who  understands 
'^eouuter-mimng''  like  no  other.    After  about  a  fortnight  of 

^  Texnpelbof,  vl  126. 
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trial,  and  one  Event  in  the  neighborhood  which  shall  be  men- 
tioned, this  of  Mining  and  Counter-mining  —  though  the  Ex- 
ternal Sap  went  restlessly  forward  too,  and  the  cannonading 
was  incessant  on  both  sides  —  came  to  be  regarded  more  and 
more  as  the  real  method,  and  for  six  or  seven  weeks  longer 
was  persisted  in,  with  wonderful  tenacity  of  attempt  and 
resistance.  Friedrich's  chief  Mining  Engineer  is  also  a 
Frenchman,  one  Lefebvre;  who  is  personally  the  riral  of 
Gribeauval  (his  old  class-fellow  at  College,  I  almost  think); 
but  is  not  his  equal  in  subterranean  work,  —  or  perhaps  rather 
has  the  harder  task  of  it,  that  of  Mining,  instead  of  CautUer^ 
mining,  or  spoiling  Mines.  Tempelhof  s  account  of  these  two 
people,  and  their  underground  wrestle  here,  is  really  curious 
reading ;  —  clear  as  daylight  to  those  that  will  study,  but  of 
endless  expansion  (as  usual  in  Tempelhof),  and  fit  (udy  to  be 
indicated  here.^ 

The  external  Event  I  promised  to  mention  is  an  attempt 
on  Daun's  part  (August  16th)  to  break  in  upon  Friedrioh's 
position,  and  interrupt  the  Siege,  or  render  it  still  impossi- 
ble. Event  called  the  Battle  of  Reic?ierUMich,  though  there 
was  not  much  of  battle  in  it;  —  in  which  our  old  friend 
the  Duke  of  Brunswick-Bevern  (whom  we  have  seen  in  abey* 
ance,  and  merely  a  Garrison  Commandant,  for  years  back,  till 
the  Russians  left  Stettin  to  itself)  again  played  a  shining 
part. 

Daun  —  at  Tannhausen,  10  miles  to  southwest  of  Friedrichy 
and  spread  out  among  the  Hills,  with  Loudons,  Laeys,  Becks, 
as  lieutenants,  and  in  plenty  of  force,  could  he  resolve  on  using 
it  —  has  at  last,  after  a  month's  meditation,  hit  upon  a  plan. 
Plan  of  flowing  round  by  the  southern  skirt  of  Friedrich,  and 
seizing  certain  Heights  to  the  southeastern  or  open  side  of 
Schweidnitz, — Koltschen  Height  the  key  one;  from  which 
he  may  spread  up  at  will,  Height  after  Height,  to  the  very 
Zobtenberg  on  that  eastern  side,  and  render  Schweidnitz  an 

1  Tempelhof,  vi.  122-219 ;  Bericht  und  Tagthuch  von  der  Behgenmg  vcm 
Schweidnitz  vom  7 ten  August  bis  9  0<icber,  176S  (Seyfarth,  Btyfaym,  ill.  S76- 
479) ;  Axcbenholu,  Retzow,  4c. 
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impottibility.    The  plan,  people  say,- was  good;  bat  requixed 

lapidity  of  execution,  —  a  thing  Daun  is  not  strong  in* 

Berem's  behavior,  too,  upon  whom  the  edge  of  the  matter 
fell,  was  very  good.  Bevern,  coming  on  from  Neisse  and 
Upper  Silesia^  had  been  much  manoeuvred  upon  for  various 
days  by  Beck ;  Beck,  a  dangerous,  alert  man,  doing  his  utmost 
to  seize  post  after  post,  and  bar  Bevern's  way,  —  meaning 
especially,  as  ultimate  thing,  to  get  hold  of  a  Height  called 
Fisoherberg,  which  lies  near  Beichenbach  (in  the  southern 
Schweidnitz  vicinities),  and  is  preface  to  Koltschen  Height 
and  to  the  whole  Enterprise  of  Daun.  In  most  of  which 
ittempts,  especially  in  this  last,  Bevern,  with  great  merit, 
not  of  dexterity  alone  (for  the  King's  Orders  had  often  to 
be  disobeyed  in  the  letter,  and  only  the  spirit  of  them  held 
in  view),  contrived  to  outmanoeuvre  Beck;  and  be  found 
(August  13th)  already  firm  on  the  Fischerberg,  when  Beck, 
in  full  confidence,  came  marching  towards  it.  '^  The  Fischer- 
berg lost  to  us ! ''  Beck  had  to  report,  in  disappointment 
''Must  be  recovered,  and  my  grand  Enterprise  no  longer  put 
o£[|"  thinks  Daun  to  himself,  in  still  more  disappointment 
(''Laggard  that  I  am!"). — And  on  the  third  day  following, 
the  Battle  of  Reichenbdoh  ensued.  Lacy,  as  chief,  with  abun- 
dant force,  and  Beck  and  Brentano  under  him :  these  are  to 
march,  "Becover  me  that  Fischerberg;  it  is  the  preface  to 
Edltschen  and  all  else ! "  ^ 

Monday^  Augvst  l^th,  pretty  early  in  the  day.  Lacy,  with 
his  Becks  and  Brentanos,  appeared  in  great  force  on  the  west- 
ern side  of  Fischerberg ;  planted  themselves  there^  about  the 
three  Villages  of  Peilau  (Upper,  Nether  and  Middle  Peilau,  a 
little  way  to  south  of  Beichenbach),  within  cannon-shot  of 
Severn ;  their  purpose  abundantly  clear.  Behind  them,  in  the 
gorges  of  the  Mountains,  what  is  not  so  clear,  lay  Daun  and 
most  of  his  Army;  intending  to  push  through  at  once  upon 
Koltschen  and  seize  the  key,  were  this  of  Fischerberg  had. 
Lacy^  after  reconnoitring  a  little,  spreads  his  tents  (which  it  is 
observable  Beck  does  not) ;  and  all  Austrians  proceed  to  cook- 
ing their  dinner,     "Nothing  coming  of  them  till  to-morrow  !  " 

1  Xempelhof,  vi  144. 
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said  Friedrich,  who  was  here ;  and  went  his  way  home,  on  this 
symptom  of  the  Austrian  procedures ; — hardly  consenting  to 
regard  them  farther^  even  when  he  heard  their  cannonade 
begin. 

Lacy;  the  general  composure  being  thus  established,  and 
dinner  well  done,  suddenly  drew  out  about  five  in  the  even- 
ing, in  long  strong  line,  before  these  Hamlets  of  Peilao,  on 
the  western  side  of  the  Fischerberg ;  Beck  privately  pushing 
round  by  woods  to  take  it  on  the  eastern  side :  and  there  en- 
sued abundant  cannonading  on  the  part  of  Lacy  and  Brentano, 
and  some  idle  flourishing  about  of  horse,  responded  to  by 
Bevern ;  and,  on  the  part  of  Lacy  and  Brentano,  nothing  else 
whatever.  More  like  a  theatre  fight  than  a  real  one,  says 
Tempelhof.  Beck,  however,  is  in  earnest ;  has  a  most  difficult 
march  through  the  tangled  pathless  woods;  does  arrive  at 
length,  and  begin  real  fighting,  very  sharp  for  some  time ; 
which  might  have  been  productive,  had  Lacy  given  the  least 
help  to  it,  as  he  did  not,^  Beck  did  his  fieriest ;  but  got  re- 
pulsed everywhere.  Beck  tries  in  various  places ;  finds  swamps, 
impediments,  fierce  resistance  from  the  Bevern  people ;  —  finds, 
at  length,  that  the  King  is  awake,  and  that  reinforcements, 
horse,  foot,  riding-artillery,  are  coming  in  at  the  gallop ;  and 
that  he,  Beck,  cannot  too  soon  get  away. 

None  of  the  King's  Foot  people  could  get  in  for  a  stroke, 
though  they  came  mostly  running  (distance  five  miles) ;  but 
the  Horse-charges  were  beautifully  impressive  on  Lacy's  the- 
atrical performers,  as  was  the  Horse- Artillery  to  a  still  more 
surprising  degree ;  and  produced  an  immediate  JExeunt  Omnes 
on  the  Lacy  part.  All  off ;  about  7  p.m.,  —  Sun  just  going 
down  in  the  autumn  sky ;  —  and  the  Battle  of  Keichenbach  a 
thing  finished.  Seeing  which,  Daun  also  immediately  with- 
drew, through  the  gorges  of  the  Mountains  again.  And  for 
seven  weeks  thenceforth  sat  contemplative,  wiUiout  the  least 
farther  attempt  at  relief  of  Schweidnitz.  It  was  during  those 
seven  weeks,  some  time  after  this,  that  poor  M^^tti  Daxm, 
going  to  a  Levee  at  Schonbrunn  one  day,  had  her  carriage  half 
filled  with  symbolical  nightcaps,  successively  flung  in  upon 
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her  fay  the  Vienna  people ;  —  symbolical ;  in  lieu  of  Slashing 
Articles,  and  Newspapers  the  best  InstruotorSi  which  they  as 
yet  haye  not 

Next  day  the  Joy-fire  of  the  Prussians  taaght  Guasco  what 
disaster  had  happened ;  and  on  the  fifth  day  afterwards  (Au- 
gust 22d),  hearing  nothing  farther  of  Daun,  Guasco  offered  to 
surrender,  on  the  principle  of  Free  V^ithdrawal.  "No,  never," 
answered  Tauentzien,  by  the  King's  order :  "  As  Prisoners  of 
War  it  must  be  I "  Upon  which  Guasco  stood  to  his  defences 
again ;  and  maintained  himself,  —  Gribeauval  and  he  did,  — 
with  an  admirable  obstinacy :  the  details  of  which  would  be 
Tery  wearisome  to  readers.  Gribeauval  and  he,  I  said ;  for 
from  this  time.  Engineer  Lefebvre,  though  he  tried  (with  bad 
skill,  thinks  Tempelhof)  some  bits  of  assault  above  ground, 
took  mainly  to  mining,  and  a  grand  underground  invention 
called  Globes  de  Compression;  which  he  reckoned  to  be  the 
real  sovereign  method,  —  unlucky  that  he  was!  I  may  at 
least  explain  what  Olobe  de  Compression  is;  for  it  becomes 
famous  on  this  occasion,  and  no  name  could  be  less  descriptive 
of  the  thing.  Not  a  globe  at  all,  for  that  matter,  nor  intended 
to  "compress,^  but  to  express,  and  shatter  to  pieces  in  a  tran- 
scendent degree :  it  is,  in  fact,  a  huge  cubical  mine-chamber, 
filled  by  a  wooden  box  (till  Friedrich,  in  his  hurry,  taught 
Lefebvre  that  a  sack  would  do  as  well),  loaded  with,  say,  five 
thousand-weight  of  powder.  Sufficient  to  blow  any  horn-work, 
bastion,  bulwark,  into  the  air,  —  provided  you  plant  it  in  the 
right  place ;  which  poor  Lefebvre  never  can.  He  tried,  with 
inunense  labor,  successively  some  four  or  almost  five  of  these 
"PreM  .BoZ^f'' so  called  (or  Volcanoes  in  Little);  mining  on, 
many  yards,  15  or  20  feet  underground  (tormented  by  Gri- 
beauval all  the  way)  ;  then  at  last,  exploding  his  Yivt  thousand- 
weig}it, — would  produce  a  "Funnel,"  or  crater,  of  perhaps 
"30  yards  in  diameter,''  but,  alas,  "  150  yards  ojf  any  bastion," 
I^innel  of  no  use  to  him ;  —  mere  sign  to  him  that  he  must  go 
down  into  it,  and  begin  there  again ;  with  better  aim,  if  possi- 
ble. And  then  Gribeauval's  tormentings ;  never  were  the  like  I 
Gribeauval  has,  all  round  under  the  Glacis,  mine-galleriei^ 
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or  main-roads  for  Gounter-miningy  ready  to  his  hand  (mine- 
galleries  built  by  Friedrich  while  lately  proprietor);  there 
Gribeauval  is  hearkening  the  beat  of  Lefebvre's  picks:  "Ten 
yards  from  us,  think  you  ?  Six  yards  ?  Gret  a  30  hundred- 
weight of  chamber  ready  for  him ! "  And  will,  at  the  right 
moment,  blow  Lefebvre's  gallery  about  his  ears; — sometimes 
bursts  in  upon  him  bodily  with  pistol  and  cutlass,  or  still 
worse,  with  explosive  sulphur-balls,  choke-pots  and  infinitudes 
of  mal-odor  instantaneously  developed  on  Lefebvre,  —  which 
mean  withal,  "You  will  have  to  begin  again.  Monsieur!'' 
Enough  to  drive  a  Lefebvre  out  of  his  wits.  Twice,  or  oftener, 
Lefebvre,  a  zealous  creature  but  a  thin-skinned,  flew  out  into 
open  paroxysm ;  wept,  invoked  the  gods,  threatened  suicide : 
so  that  Friedrich  had  to  console  him,  "  Courage,  you  will  man- 
age it ;  make  chicanes  on  Qribeauval,  as  he  does  on  you," — 
and  suggested  that  powdernsocA:  instead  of  deal-box,  which  we 
just  mentioned. 

Friedrich's  patience  seems  to  have  been  great;  but  in  the 
end  he  began  to  think  the  time  long.  He  was  in  three  succes- 
sive'head-quarters,  Dittmannsdorf,  Peterswaldau,  Bogendorf, 
nearer  and  nearer ;  at  length  quite  near  (Btigendorf  within  a 
couple  of  miles) ;  and  wondering  Gazetteers  reported  him  on 
horseback,  examining  minutely  the  parallels  and  siege-works, 
—  with  a  singular  indifference  to  the  cannon-balls  flying  about 
("  Not  easy  to  hit  a  small  object  with  cannon  I "),  and  intent 
only  on  giving  Tauentzien  suggestions,  admonitions  and  new 
orders.  Here,  prior  to  Bogendorf,  are  three  snatches  of  writ- 
ing, which  successively  have  indications  for  us.  Kifig  to  Prince 
Henri :  — 

Peterswaldau,  Auffuat  13th,  1762  (King  has  just  shifted 
hither,  August  10th,  on  the  BeveTn-Reichenbach  score ;  con- 
tinues here  till  September  2dd).  .  .  .  '^  You  are  right  to  say, 
'  We  ourselves  are  our  best  Allies.'  I  am  of  the  same 
opinion ;  nevertheless,  it  is  a  clear  duty  and  call  of  prudence 
to  try  and  alleviate  the  burden  as  much  as  possible :  and  I 
own  to  you,  that  if,  after  all  I  have  written,  the  thing  fails 
this  time  [as  it  does],  I  shall  be  obliged  to  grant  thai  there 
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M  wishing  to  be  Bade  of  those  Turks."  —  *'  We  are  now  in 
ihe  jiinw  of  onr  crisiB  is  to  Schweidnitz.  The  Siege  advaiioas 
bankifiilly :  Init  Beck  is  oome  hereabouts,  Lacy  masked  be* 
kind  him ;  and  I  caimot  jet  tell  you  [not  till  MekhetUHuh 
and  the  Itth]  -rheliher  tibe  Enemy  intends  some  big  adven- 
ture for  dismigaging  Schweidnitz,  or  will  oontent  himself 
with  diatorfaing  and  annoying  us.^ 

F^t&nwaldam^  9^  Septemher.  Springs,  water-threads  oom- 
ing  into  our  mines  delay  us  a  little :  ^'  hy  the  12tL  [in  3  days' 
tune,  little  thiTiitiTigr  it  would  be  ^  days !]  I  stiJl  bop^  to 
dflspateb  you  a  courier  with  the  news,  All  is  o\*ttr!  Vour 
Kephew  [Prince  of  Prussia]  is  out  to-day  assisting  in  a  foX' 
age;  he  begins  to  kindle  into  line  action.  We  are  nothing 
but  pygmies  in  eomparison  to  him  [in  point  of  physical 
Btitiirej;  imagiTW*  to  yourself  Prince  Franz  [oi  Bruuswiuk; 
kiDed,  poor  follow,  at  HochkirchJ,  only  taller  still :  this  is 
the  figure  of  liim  at  present'' 


PstefwaraZdott,  Septmnbm-  Uth.  .  .  .  ^'<'>ur  Hin^r  w«^ries  all 
te  world ;  people  j>er»ecute  me  t''  know  tb«;  end  oi  it ;  J 
never  get  a  Berlin  Letter  without  soiii«n.iiiiii:  oi.  tbui  Utskud  5  — 
and  J  hsre  no  reeouretr  mrseii  but  imiiHU*:*:.  V\'(;  dij  uH  we 
can:  faixt  I  cannot  hinder  the  enemy  Iron.  U45l«mcliii|f  hiius*}!!, 
aad  CtribeasTal  from  Wntg  a  cl^/^:  i^Ii^jiK  —  notn.  wmnr^fi , 
nrreiy  sogxl  aoon.  we  sioali  se^r  tut  4;nu.  Ou?  w^^atii'rr  imtti* 
ii  like  I>eoem'uer ;  the  h^satumt  ar*-  af  mac  a»-.  in^  yuhWy^  (H 
Emope.  Fxfiallr.  sn*  oeas  Bnnn^  011^  mwr  au^n*'  Inn^  tn* » 
daj  ioliowt  darr.  aoc  tc  last  w*-  sxiai.  ':av;i  xii«^  </}«<  tftftr  ^rnfii- 
our  iaixm-  Adi««:  ,p  wu»  ^m//r*js*t'  —  i)*rr«  Ji*rl»Mr»  iMfWi 
tki  6ic|P»*ijEruujic  tt«eil.  ar»:  souh-  ir^;^r'.*>.  a^rrjl/rniiix*  fr/  g^ 
mae  iaac.  whict.  yie:'.  m  vnu^^uin::  <s*  ir:;ay<,  I/^tu  ii  >HiIi 
imir  **  Af^iw*  fc^arweionnz."  iar  m  u.  i;**  •:,:or,»   »«r*j*;r    - 

*  ikiBdMs;,  ^   (/J,    t;^^   »«;, 
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house  there.    The  Prince  of  Prossia  was  riding  with  him,  and 

Lieutenant-Colonel  von  Anhalt  [the  Adjutant  whom  we  haye 

heard  of] :  he  looked  at  the  Battery  "  lately  ordered  fay  him ; 

'' looked  at  many  things ;  rode  along,  a  good  100  yards  inside 

of  the  vedettes ;  so  that  the  Enemy  noticed  him,  and  fired 

violently/^ — King  decidedly  ignoring.    "  To  Captain  Beauvrye 

[Captain  of  the  Miners]  he  paid  a  gracious  compliment ;  Major 

Lefebvre  he  rallied  a  little  for  losing  heart,  for  bungling  his 

business ;  but  was  not  angry  wi&  him,  consoled  him  rather ; 

bantered  him  on  the  shabbiness  of  his  equipments,  and  made 

him  a  gift  of  400  thalers  (£60),  to  improve  them.    Lefebvre, 

Tauentzien  and"  another  Greneral  ''dined  with  him  at  Bogen- 

dorf  to-day."  * 

September  24thj  early,  ''The  King  on  horseback  viewed  the 
trenches,  rode  close  behind  the  first  parallel,  along  the  mid- 
most communication-line :  the  Enemy  cannonaded  at  us  hor- 
ribly (erschrecklich) ;  a  ball  struck  down  the  Page  von  Pirch's 
horse  [Pirch  lay  writhing,  making  moan, — plainly  overmuch, 
thought  the  King] :  on  Pirch's  accident,  too,  the  Prince  of 
Prussia's  horse  made  a  wild  plunge,  and  pitched  its  rider  aloft 
out  of  the  saddle;  people  thought  the  Prince  was  shot,  and 
everybody  was  in  horror :  great  was  the  commotion ;  only  the 
King  was  heard  calling  with  a  clear  voice,  '  Firch,  vergiss  Er 
seinen  Sattel  nicht,  —  Pirch,  bring  your  saddle  with  you ! ' " 

This  of  Pirch  and  the  saddle  is  an  Anecdote  in  wide  circu- 
lation; taken  sometimes  as  a  proof  of  Koyal  thrift;  but  is 
mainly  the  Eoyal  mode  of  rebuking  Pirch  for  his  weak  be- 
havior in  the  accident  that  had  befallen.  Pirch,  an  ingenious 
handy  kind  of  fellow,  famed  for  his  pranks  and  trickeries  in 
those  Page-days,  had  many  adventures  in  the  world ;  —  was, 
for  one  while,  something  of  a  notability  among  the  French; 
will  "teach  you  the  Prussian  mode  of  drill,"  and  actually  got 
leave  to  try  it  "on  the  (xerman  Regiments  in  our  service : " * 

1  '* Captain  Gotz's  Note-iook"  (a  conspicnons  Captain  heie.  Note-book  still 
In  mannscript,  I  think) :  cited  in  SMning,  iii.  453  et  aeq. 

*  Voltaire's  wondering  Report  of  him  ("Femey,  7th  December,  1774"), 
and  Friedrich's  quiet  Answer  ("Berlin,  28th  Dec.  1774"):  in  (Euum  dt 
Frederic,  zziiL  297,  SOI.  Bodenbeck  (u.  19S-200)  has  a  slight  "  Biograpig  * 
Of 


Chaf.  xn.  SEVENTH  CAMPAIGN  ENI>S«  155 

»th  Sept.  ITeS. 

— died,  finallj,  as  Colonel  of  one  of  these^  at  the  Siege  of 
Gibraltar,  in  1783. 

September  25th.  ''  Morning  and  noon,  each  time  two  hours^ 
the  King  was  in  his  new  batteries ;  and,  with  great  satisfac- 
tion, watched  the  working  of  them.  This  day  there  dined 
with  him  the  Prince  of  Bernburg  [General  of  Brigade  here], 
Taaentzien,  Lefebvre  and  Dieskau  "  (head  of  the  Artillery). 

The  King  is  always  riding  about ;  has  now,  virtually,  taken 
charge  of  the  Siege  himself.  '^  In  Bogendorf,  the  first  night,  he 
dismissed  the  Guard  sent  for  him ;  would  have  nothing  there 
bat  six  chasers  (jdger)  : "  an  alarming  case  1  *'  After  a  night  or 
two,  there  came  always,  without  his  knowledge,  a  dragoon  party 
of  30  horse ;  took  post  behind  Bogendorf  Church,  patrolled 
towards  Kunzendorf,  Giesdorf,  and  had  three  pickets.'' 

SepteTnber    2Sth,     '*  Gribeauval    has    sprung  a   mine   last 
night;"  totally  blown  up  Lefebvre  again!     "Engineer-Lieu- 
tenants Grerhard  and  Von  Kleist  were  wounded  by  our  own 
people ;  Captain  Guyon  was  shot :  "  things  all  going  wrong,  — 
weapther,  I  suspect  also,  bad.     "The  King  was  in  dreadful 
Immor  (sehr  ungnddig)  ;  rated  and  rebuked  to  right  and  left : 
'If  it  should  last  till  January,  the  Attack  must  go  on.     No- 
body seems  to  be  able  for  his  business ;   Lefebvre  a  block- 
bead  (dummer  Teufef),  who  knows  nothing  of  mining:   the 
Generals,  too,  where  are  they  ?    Every  General  henceforth 
is  to  take  his  place  in  the  third  parallel,  at  the  head  of  his 
Covering-Party  [most  exposed  place  of  all],  and  stay  his 
whole  twenty-four  hours  there  [Prince  of  Anhalt-Bemburg 
is  Covering-Party  to-day ;    I   hope,  in  his  post  during  this 
thunder  I] :  Taken  the  Place  can  and  must  be  I    We  have  the 
misfortune,  That  a  stupid  Engineer  who  knows  nothing  of 
his  art  has  the  direction ;   and  a  General  without  sense  in 
Sieging  has  the  command.     Everybody  is  at  a  jum  plusy  it 
appears!    Not  all  our  Artillery  can  silence  that  Front-fire; 
not  in  a  single  place  can  Thirty  stupid  Miners  get  into  tlMk 
Fort'      To-day  and    yesterday  the   King    spoke  nmtibttf 
General    Tanentzien    nor    to    Major   I^^febvre  ;    LienteMi 
Colonei  von  Anhait  had  to  give  all  the  Orders."    An  6le0tt 
kind  of  daj! 
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The  weather  is  becoming  wet.  In  fact,  there  ensue  whole 
weeks  of  rain, — the  trenches  swimming,  service  very  hard. 
Ouasco's  guns  are  many  of  them  dismounted ;  no  Daun  to  be 
heard  of.  Guasoo  again  and  again  proposes  modified  oapitul»> 
tions ;  answer  always,  '^  Prisoners  of  War  on  the  common 
terms."  Guasco  is  wearing  low :  October  1th  (Lefebvre  sweat- 
ing  and  puffing  at  his  last  Globe  of  Expression,  hoping  to 
hit  the  mark  this  last  time),  an  accidental  grenade  from 
Tauentzien,  above  ground,  rolled  into  one  of  Guasco's  powder- 
vaults  ;  blew  it,  and  a  good  space  of  Wall  along  with  it,  into 
wreck  ;  two  days  after  which,  Guasco  had  finished  his  Capitu- 
lating ; — and  we  get  done  with  this  wearisome  affair.^  Guasoo 
was  invited  to  dine  with  the  King ;  praised  for  his  excellent 
defence.  Prisoners  of  War  his  Garrison  and  he ;  about  9,000  of 
them  still  on  their  feet ;  their  entire  loss  had  been  3,552  killed 
and  wounded;  that  of  the  Prussians  3,033.  Poor  Guasco 
died,  in  Konigsberg,  still  prisoner,  before  the  Peace  came. 

Of  Austrian  fighting  in  Silesia,  this  proved  to  be  the  last, 
in  the  present  Controversy  which  has  endured  so  long.  No 
thought  of  fighting  is  in  Daun;  far  the  reverse.  Daun  is 
getting  ill  off  for  horse-forage  in  his  Mountains ;  the  weather 
is  bad  upon  him ;  we  hear  <'  he  has  had,  for  some  time  past, 
12,000  laborers"  palisading  and  fortifying  at  the  Passes  of 
Bohemia :  "  Truce  for  the  Winter  "  is  what  he  proposes.  To 
which  the  King  answers,  **No;  unless  you  retire  wholly 
within  Bohemia  and  Glatz  Country : "  this  at  present  Daun 
grudged  to  do ;  but  was  forced  to  it,  some  weeks  afterwards, 
by  the  sleets  and  the  snows,  had  there  been  no  other  pressure. 
In  about  three  weeks  hence,  Friedrich,  leaving  Bevem  in 
command  here,  and  a  Silesia  more  or  less  adjusted,  made  for 
Saxony ;  whither  important  reinforcements  had  preceded  him, 
^~  reinforcements  under  General  Wied,  the  instant  it  was 
possible.  Saxony  he  had  long  regarded  as  the  grand  point, 
were  Schweidnitz  over:   "Recapture  Dresden,  and  they  will 

^  Tempelhof,  vi.  122-220;  Tagebuch  von  der  Belcujerung  von  Schweidniix 
vtm  7ten  August  Us  9Mi  October,  1763  (Seyfuth,  Beylagm,  ill.  376-«97,«i 
Ti«lk»,  4c  &e. 
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hire  to  gire  ns  Peace  this  very  Winter ! "  Daun,  alio  with 
lemfareemfiZEtB,  followed  him  to  Saxony,  as  usual ;  but  never 
gidte  azrived,  or  else  found  matters  settled  on  arriTing; — 
and  win  not  require  farther  mention  in  this  History.  He 
died  some  three  years  henoe,  age  60;^  an  honorahley  imper- 
toifaabl&i  eupeptic  kind  of  man,  sufficiently  known  to  readers 
fay  Uiis  time. 

Friednch  did  not  recapture  Dresden ;  far  enough  from  that, 
— thoD^  Peace  came  all  the  same.  Hardly  a  week  after  our 
iBcover^  of  Sohweidnitz,  Stollberg  and  his  Beichsf oik,  espe- 
cially his  Anstnans,  became  unei^tectedly  pert  upon  Henri ; 
pressed  forward  (October  15th ),  in  overpowering  force,  into  his 
Ports  about  Freyberg,  Pretschendorf  and  that  southwestern 
Boch-ward  part :  ^  No  more  invadings  of  Bohemia  from  you, 
JtoDseigDeur ;  no  more  tormentings  of  the  Beich ;  bere  is  other 
▼ork  for  you,  my  Prince !  '^  —  and  in  spite  of  all  Prince  Henri 
eoold  do,  drove  him  back,  dear  out  of  Freyberg;  northwest^ 
wd,  towards  Hiilsen  and  his  reserveB.-  Giving  him,  in  this 
Bttmei,  what  soldiers  call  a  slap ;  alap  whieh  migiit  have  been 
suae  oansiderable,  had  those  BtoILberg  people  followed  it  up 
vxth  emphasis.  But  they  did  not :  so  alffrt  was  Henri  Henri 
at  QDoe  zallied  beautifully  from  his  slap  ('Single  rfinlorcf- 
nents  coming  too,  as  we  have  said ; ;  and.  in  tei;  dayk'  time, 
lithont  any  reinforcement,  paid  Stollberg  and  Com^azry  by 
a  stimniTig  blow :  Battle  of  Fi^yif^ry  ^O'n^jber  29ti  j.  —  wxii'rh 
amBt  sot  go  without  mentioL,  wer*r  it  on:y  afe  Prince  H^axri'h 
Hk  Bstsk,  and  the  last  of  thi^  Wax.  Preparatory-  lo  wuic'h 
and  its  sequel,  let  us  glance  agaiL  at  I>uke  Ferdinand  and  the 
EngtiaL-French  posture,  —  alar  lur  tii^:  lant  time. 


Ctamonade  at  Amonefmry  ^Ki  Septem'wrr.  ^T€2..  *- Tue 
eDntravenies  about  right  or  left  baiik  of  tii*-  Fiuot  ha"^'*:  oe^] 
settled  long  sincf-  in  F*Tiiinand'*  iu^nr :  wir.  prvAed*?c    n^-rt 

1  --Sth  Frill ij.  178C   "  '  imn.  i4ti.   S<!fj*«uw<rr    "TVi '    iiwniAjrr  (htt^- 

?  'flk      W*.    O^    tl^ifhJ^  o^nn^ 
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to  blockade  the  various  French  strongholds  in  Hesseu ;  Mar- 
burgy  Ziegenhayn,  especially  Gassel ;  with  an  eye  to  besieging 
the  same,  and  rooting  the  French  permanently  out.  To  pre- 
vent or  delay  which,  what  can  Soubise  and  D^Estr^es  do  but 
send  for  their  secondary  smaller  Army,  which  is  in  the  Lower- 
Ehine  Country  under  a  Prince  de  Gond6,  mostly  idle  at  pres- 
ent, to  come  and  join  them  in  the  critical  regions  here. 
Whereupon  new  Controversy  shifting  westward  to  the  Mayn 
and  Nidda-Lahn  Country,  to  achieve  said  Junction  and  to 
hinder  it.  Junction  was  not  to  be  hindered.  The  iyEstr6es- 
Soubifle  people  and  young  Cond6  made  good  manoeuvring,  hand- 
some fight  on  occasion ;  so  that  in  spite  of  all  the  Erbprinz 
could  do,  they  got  hands  joined ;  far  too  strong  for  the  Erb- 
prinz thenceforth ;  and  on  the  last  night  of  August  were  all 
fairly  together,  head-quarter  Friedberg  in  Frankfurt  Country 
(a  thirty  miles  north  of  Frankfurt) ;  and  were  earnestly  con- 
sidering the  now  not  hopeless  question,  'How,  or  by  what 
routes  and  methods,  push  to  northwestward,  get  through  to 
those  blockaded  Hessian  Strong-places,  Cassel  especially ;  and 
hinder  Ferdinand's  besieging  them,  and  quite  outrooting  us 
there  ? ' 

"  This  is  a  difficult  question,  but  a  vital  *  Sweep  rapidly 
past  Ferdinand,  —  cannot  we  ?  Well  frontward  or  eastward 
of  him,  dexterously  across  the  Lahn  and  its  Branches  (our  light 
people  are  to  rear  of  him,  on  this  side  of  the  Fulda,  between 
the  Fulda  and  him) :  once  joined  with  those  light  people  by 
such  methods,  we  have  Cassel  ahead,  Ferdinand  to  rear,  and 
will  make  short  work  with  the  blockades,  —  the  blockades 
will  have  to  rise  in  a  hurry !'  This  was  the  plan  devised  by 
D'Estr^es;  and  rapidly  set  about;  but  it  was  seen  into,  at 
the  first  step,  by  Ferdinand,  who  proved  still  more  rapid  upon 
it.  Campings,  counter-campings,  crossings  of  the  Lahn  by 
D'Estr^es  people,  then  recrossings  of  it,  ensued  for  above  a 
fortnight ;  which  are  not  for  mention  here :  in  fine,  about  the 
middle  of  September,  the  D'Estr^es  Enterprise  had  plainly 
become  impossible,  unless  it  could  get  across  the  Ohm,  —  an 
eastern,  or  wide-circling  northeastern  Branch  of  the  Lahn,  — 
where,  on  the  right  or  eastern  bank  of  which,  as  better  for  him 


CkAT.  XIL  SEVENTH  CABfPAIGN  ENDS.  159 

9tl^i9th  Oct.  17«L 

than  the  Lahn  itself  in  this  part,  Ferdinand  now  is.  '  AoroM 
the  Ohm :  and  that,  how  can  that  be  done,  the  provident  Fer- 
dinand having  laid  hold  of  Ohm,  and  secured  every  pass  of 
it,  several  days  ago!  Perhaps  by  a  Surprisal;  by  extlreme 
despatch?' 

«Amoneburg  is  a  pleasant  little  Town,  about  thirty  miles 
east  of  Marburg,  —  in  which  latter  we  have  been,  in  very  old 
times ;  looking  after  St.  Elizabeth,  Teutsch  Bitters,  Philip  the 
Magnanimous  and  other  objects.  Amoneburg  stands  on  the 
left  or  western  bank  of  the  Ohm,  with  an  old  Schloss  in  it, 
and  a  Bridge  near  by ;  both  of  which,  Ferdinand,  the  left  or 
southmost  wing  of  whose  Position  on  the  other  bank  of  Ohm 
is  hereabouts,  has  made  due  seizure  of.  Seizure  of  the  Bridge^ 
first  of  all, — Bridge  with  a  Mill  at  it  (which,  in  consequence, 
is  called  BrikkenrMuhley  Bridge-Mill),  —  at  the  eastern  end  of 
this  there  is  a  strong  Bedoubt,  with  the  Bridge-way  blocked 
and  rammed  ahead  of  it ;  there  Ferdinand  has  put  200  men ; 
500  more  are  across  in  Amoneburg  and  its  old  Castle.  Unless 
by  surprisal  and  extreme  despatch,  there  is  clearly  no  hope  I 
Ferdinand's  head-quarter  is  seven  or  eight  miles  to  northwest 
of  this  his  Brticken-Miihle  and  extreme  left ;  next  to  Brttcken- 
Miihle  is  Zastrow's  Division ;  next,  again,  is  Oranby's ;  several 
Divisions  between  Ferdinand  and  it;  'Do  it  by  surprisal,  bj 
utmost  force  of  vehemency!'  say  the  French.    And  accord- 

^  Sepiemher  21st  [day  of  the  Equinox,  1762],  An  hour  before 
sunrise,  there  began,  quite  on  the  sodden,  a  vivid  attack  on 
the  Brilcken-Miihle  and  on  Amdneburg,  by  cannon,  by  mna- 
ketry,  by  all  methods  ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  alert  and  completely 
obstinate  resistance,  would  not  cease;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
seemed  to  be  on  the  increasing  hand,  new  cannon,  new  musket- 
ries ;  and  went  on,  hour  after  hour,  ever  the  more  vivid.  So  that, 
about  8  in  the  morning,  after  three  hours  of  this,  Zastrow^ 
with  his  Division,  had  to  intervene :  to  range  himself  on  the 
HiD-top  behind  this  Brtlcken-Mtihle ;  replace  the  afflicted 
200  (many  of  them  hurt,  not  a  few  killed)  by  a  fresh  200  of 
his  own;  who  again  needed  to  be  relieved  before  long.     For 

the  Frendk,  whom  Zastrow  had  to  imitate  in  that  respect,  kei^ 
d6    VoL7  y^    y^ 
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bringing  up  more  cannon,  ever  more,  as  if  they  would  bring 
up  all  the  oannon  of  their  Army:  and  there  rose  between 
Zadtrow  and  them  such  a  cannonade,  for  length  and  loudness 
together,  as  had  not  been  heard  in  this  War.  Most  furious 
cannonading,  musketading ;  and  seemingly  no  end  to  it.  Fer- 
dinand himself  came  over  to  ascertain ;  found  it  a  hot  thing 
indeed.  Zastrow  had  to  relieve  his  200  every  hour :  '  Don't 
go  down  in  rank,  you  new  ones/  ordered  he  —  ^  slide,  leap,  de- 
scend the  hill-face  in  scattered  form :  rank  at  the  bottom ! ' — 
and  generally  about  half  of  the  old  200  were  left  dead  or 
lamed  by  their  hour's  work.  '  They  intend  to  have  this  Bridge 
from  us  at  any  cost,'  thinks  Ferdinand ;  *  and  at  any  cost  they 
shall  not ! '  And,  in  the  end,  orders  Granby  forward  in  room 
of  Zastrow,  who  has  had  some  eight  hours  of  it  now ;  and  rides 
home  to  look  after  his  main  quarters. 

^'It  was  about  4  in  the  afternoon  when  Granby  and  his 
English  came  into  the  fire;  and  I  rather  think  the  French 
onslaught  was,  if  anything,  more  furious  than  ever :  —  Despair 
striding  visibly  forward  on  it,  or  something  too  like  Despair. 
Amdneburg  they  had  battered  to  pieces,  Wall  and  Schloss,  so 
that  the  500  had  to  ground  arms :  but  not  an  inch  of  way  had 
ihey  made  upon  the  Bridge,  nor  were  like  to  make.  Granby 
continued  on  the  old  plan,  plying  all  his  diligences  and  artil- 
leries ;  needing  them  all.  Fierce  work  to  a  degree :  *  200  of 
you  go  down  on  wings '  (in  an  hour  about  100  will  come  back) ! 
In  English  Families  you  will  still  hear  some  vague  memory 
Of  AmCneburg,  How  we  had  built  walls  of  the  dead,  and  fired 
from  behind  them,  —  French  more  and  more  furious,  we  more 
and  more  obstinate.  Granby  had  still  four  hours  of  it ;  sun- 
set, twilight,  dusk ;  about  8,  the  French,  in  what  spirits  I  can 
guess,  ceased,  and  went  their  ways.  Bridge  impossible ;  game 
up.  They  had  lost,  by  their  own  account,  1,100  killed  and 
wounded  j  Ferdinand  probably  not  fewer."  * 

And  in  this  loud  peal,  what  none  could  yet  know,  the 
French-English  part  of  the  Seven- Years  War  had  ended.  The 
French  attempted  nothing  farther ;  hutted  themselves  where 

&  Mattvfllgn*  it  851 1  Heldm-G^KMckit,  tU  432-439. 
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they  were,  and  waited  in  the  pouring  rains :  Ferdinand  also 
hutted  himself  9  in  guard  of  the  Ohm ;  while  his  people  plied 
their  Siege-batteries  on  Gasseli  on  Ziegenhayn,  cannonading 
their  best  in  the  bad  weather ;  —  took  Cassel,  did  not  quite 
take  Ziegenhajn,  had  it  been  of  moment;  —  and  for  above  six 
weeks  coming  (till  November  7th-14th^),  nothing  more  but 
skirmishings  and  small  scuffles,  not  worth  a  word  from  us,  fell 
out  between  the  Two  Parties  there.  That  Cannonade  of  the 
Briicken-Mtthle  had  been  finis. 

For  supreme  Bute,  careless  of  the  good  news  coming  in  on 
him  from  West  and  from  East,  or  even  rather  embarrassed  by 
them,  had  some  time  ago  started  decisively  upon  the  Peace 
Negotiation.  <<  September  6th,"  three  weeks  before  that  of 
Amoneburg,  ''the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Bute's  Plenipotentiary, 
set  out  towards  Paris,  — considerably  hissed  on  the  street  here 
by  a  sulky  population,"  it  would  seem ;  —  ''but  sure  of  success 
in  Paris.  Bute  shared  in  none  of  the  national  triumphs  of 
this  Year.  The  transports  of  rejoicing  which  burst  out  on 
the  news  of  Havana"  were  a  sorrow  and  distress  to  him.' 
'<  Havana,  what  shall  we  do  with  it  ? "  thought  he ;  and  for 
his  own  share  answered  stiffly,  "  Nothing  with  it ;  fling  it  back 
to  them  I "  —  till  some  consort  of  his  persuaded  him  Florida 
would  look  better.*  Of  Manilla  and  the  Philippines  he  did 
not  even  hear  till  Peace  was  concluded ;  had  made  the  Most 
Catholic  Carlos  a  present  of  that  Colony, — who  would  not 
even  pay  our  soldiers  their  Manilla  Ransom,  as  too  disagree- 
able. Such  is  the  Bute,  such  and  no  other,  whom  the  satirical 
Fates  have  appointed  to  crown  and  finish  off  the  heroic  Day's* 
work  of  such  a  Pitt.  Let  us,  if  we  can  help  it,  speak  no  more 
of  him!  Friedrich  writes  before  leaving  for  Saxony:  ^^Tho 
Peace  between  the  English  and  the  French  is  mudi  farther 
off  than  was  thought ;  —  so  many  oppositions  do  the  Spaniards 
raise,  or  rather  do  the  French,  — busy  duping  this  buzzard  at 

1  Preliminaries  of  Peace  signed,  **  Paris,  November  3d  ;  "  known  to  Fnneh 
Generals  "  Norember  7tb ; "  not,  officiaUy,  to  Ferdinand  till "  Noreabtr  I4th* 
(MaaTilloD,  U.  257). 

s  Walpole's  G€org€  thM  Third,  ii  191. 
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an  English  Minister,  who  has  not  common  sense.'' ^  Never 
fear,  your  Majesty :  a  man  with  Havanas  and  Manillas  of  that 
kind  to  fling  about  at  random,  is  certain  to  bring  Peace,  if 
resolved  on  it!  — 

We  said.  Prince  Henri  rallied  beautifully  from  his  little 
slap  and  loss  of  Freyberg  (October  15th),  and  that  the  King 
was  sending  Wied  with  reinforcements  to  him.  In  fact,  Prince 
Henri  of  himself  was  all  alertness,  and  instantly  appeared  on 
the  Heights  again ;  seemingly  quite  in  sanguinary  humor,  and 
courting  Battle,  much  more  than  was  yet  really  the  case. 
Which  cowed  Stollberg  from  meddling  with  him  farther,  as  he 
might  have  done.  Not  for  some  ten  days  had  Henri  finished 
his  arrangements ;  and  then,  under  cloud  of  night  (2Sthr'29th 
October,  1762),  he  did  break  forward  on  those  Spittelwalds  and 
Michael's  Mounts,  and  multiplex  impregnabilities  about  Frey* 
berg,  in  what  was  thought  a  very  shining  manner.  The  Battle 
of  Freyberg,  I  think,  is  five  or  six  miles  long,  all  on  the  west, 
and  finally  on  the  southwest  side  of  Freyberg  (north  and 
northwest  sides,  with  so  many  batteries  and  fortified  villages, 
are  judged  unattackable) ;  and  the  main  stress,  very  heavy  for 
some  time,  lay  in  the  abatis  of  the  Spittelwald  (where  Seidlitz 
was  sublime),  and  about  the  roots  of  St.  Michael's  Mount  (the 
tap  of  it  Stollberg,  or  some  foolish  Greneral  of  StoUberg's,  had 
left  empty;  nobody  there  when  we  reached  the  top), — down 
from  which,  Freyberg  now  lying  free  ahead  of  us,  and  the 
Spittelwald  on  our  left  now  also  ours,  we  take  Stollberg  in 
rear,  and  turn  him  inside  out.  The  Battle  lasted  only  three 
hours,  till  Stollberg  and  his  Maguires,  Campitellis  and  Aus- 
trians  (especially  his  Eeichsf  oik,  who  did  no  work  at  all,  except 
at  last  running),  were  all  under  way ;  and  the  hopes  of  some 
Saxon  Victory  to  balance  one's  disgraces  in  Silesia  had  alto- 
gether vanished.* 

Of  Austrians  and  Eeichsfolk  together  I  dimly  count  about 
40,000  in  this  Action ;  Prince  Henri  seems  to  have  been  well 

1  Schoning,  iii.  4S0  (To  Henri  :  "  Peterawaldan,  17th  October,  1762  "). 

*  Beackreibung  der  am  29jtefi  Odtober,  1762,  hey  Freyberg  vorgefaUamn  SMsckt 
(SeTfarth,  Beylaga.  iii  365-376).  Tempelhof,  ri.  235-258 ;  HeUen'Gt$ekickt, 
Ta  177-181. 
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under  30,000.*  I  will  give  Prince  Henri's  Despatch  to  his 
Brother  (a  most  modest  Piece) ;  and  cannot  afford  to  say  more 
of  the  matter,  — except  that "  Wegfurth,"  where  Henri  gets  on 
march  the  night  before,  lies  8  or  more  miles  west-by-north  of 
Freyberg  and  the  Spittelwald,  and  is  about  as  far  straight 
south  from  Hainichen,  Grellert's  birthplace,  who  afterwards  got 
the  War-horse  now  coming  into  action,  —  I  sometimes  think, 
with  what  surprise  to  that  quadruped ! 

Prince  Henri  to  the  King  (Battle  just  done ;  Eling  on  the  road 
from  Silesia  hither,  Letter  meets  him  at  Lowenberg). 

"FuTBBso,  29th  October,  1762. 

"  Mt  deabest  Bbother,  —  It  is  a  happiness  for  me  to  send 
you  the  agreeable  news,  That  your  Army  has  this  day  gained 
a  considerable  advantage  over  the  combined  Austrian  and 
Beichs  Army.  I  marched  yesternight ;  I  had  got  on  through 
Wegfurth,  leaving  Spittelwald*  to  my  left,  with  intent  to 
seize  [storm,  if  necessary]  the  Height  of  St.  Michael,  —  when 
I  came  upon  the  Enemy's  Army.  I  made  two  true  attacks,  and 
two  false :  the  Enemy  resisted  obstinately ;  but  the  sustained 
Talor  of  your  troops  prevailed :  and,  after  three  hours  in  fire, 
the  Enemy  was  obliged  to  yield  everywhere.  I  don't  yet 
know  the  number  of  Prisoners ;  but  there  must  be  above  4,000 : 
—  the  Keichs  Army  has  lost  next  to  nothing ;  the  stress  of 
effort  fell  to  the  Austrian  share.  We  have  got  quantities  of 
Cannon  and  Flags;  Lieutenant-General  Roth  of  the  Beichs 
Army  is  among  our  Prisoners.  I  reckon  we  have  lost  from  2 
to  ^000  men ;  among  them  no  Officer  of  mark.  Lieutenant- 
Creneral  von  Seidlitz  rendered  me  the  highest  services ;  in  a 
place  where  the  Cavalry  could  not  act  [border  of  the  Spittel- 
wald, and  its  impassable  entanglements  and  obstinacies],  he 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  Infantry,  and  did  signal  services 
[his  Battle  mainly,  scheming  and  all,  say  some  ill-natured 
private  accounts];  Grenerals  Belling  and  Kleist  [renowned 
ColonelB  known  to  us,  now  become  Major-Generals]  did  their 

1  "29  battalions,  60  sqnadronB/'  vertus  <<49  battaliona,  6S  aqiiadroBa* 
(SdiMiiiig,  ill.  499). 
s  TampallHrf,  p.  2>7. 
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Teiy  best  All  the  Infantry  was  admirable ;  not  one  battalion 
yielded  ground.  My  Aide-de-Camp  [Kalkreuth,  a  famous  man 
in  the  Napoleon  times  long  after],  who  brings  you  this,  had 
charge  of  assisting  to  conduct  the  attack  through  the  Spittel- 
wald  [and  did  it  well,  we  can  suppose] :  if,  on  that  ground, 
you  pleased  to  have  the  goodness  to  advance  him,  I  should 
have  my  humble  thanks  to  give  you.  There  are  a  good  many 
Officers  who  have  distinguished  themselves  and  behaved  with 
courage,  for  whom  I  shall  present  similar  requests.  You  will 
permit  me  to  pay  those  who  have  taken  cannons  and  flags 
[100  ducats  per  cannon,  50  per  flag,  or  whatever  the  tariff  was : 
—  "  By  all  manner  of  means  ! "  his  Majesty  would  answer]. 

<'The  Enemy  is  retiring  towards  Dresden  and  Dippoldis- 
walde.  I  am  sending  at  his  heels  this  night,  and  shall  hear 
the  result.  My  Aide-de-Gamp  is  acquainted  with  all,  and  will 
be  able  to  render  you  account  of  everything  you  may  wish  to 
know  in  regard  to  our  present  circumstances.  Greneral  Wied, 
I  believe,  will  cross  Elbe  to-morrow  [General  Wied,  with 
10,000  to  help  us,  — for  whom  it  was  too  dangerous  to  wait,  or 
perhaps  there  was  a  spur  on  one's  own  mind  ?  ] ;  his  arrival 
would  be  [not  "  would  have  been : "  cela  viendrait,  not  even 
viendra]  very  opportune  for  me.  I  am,  with  all  attach- 
ment, my  dearest  Brother, — your  most  devoted  Servant  and 
Brother,  — Henbi."  * 

To-morrow,  in  cipher,  goes  the  following  Despatch :  — 

"  Fretbkbo,  30th  October,  1762. 

w  General  Wied  [not  yet  come  to  hand,  or  even  got  across 
Elbe]  informs  me,  That  Prince  Albert  of  Saxony  [pushing 
hither  with  reinforcement,  sent  by  Daun]  must  have  crossed 
Elbe  yesterday  at  Pima  [did  not  show  face  here,  with  his 
large  reinforcements  to  them,  or  what  would  have  become  of 
us!];  —  and  that  for  this  reason  he,  Wied,  must  himself 
cross;  which  he  will  to-morrow.  The  same  day  I  am  to  be 
joined  by  some  battalions  from  Greneral  Hulsen ;  and  the  day 
after  to-morrow,  when  General  Wied  [coming  by  Meissen 
Bridge,  it  appears]  shall  have  reached  the  Katzenhfiuser^  the 

i  Schoning,  iii.  491,  492. 
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whole  of  General  Hiilsen's  troops  will  join  me.  Directlj 
thereupon  I  shall  —  "  ^  Or  no  more  of  that  second  Despatch ; 
Friedrich's  Letter  in  Response  is  better  worth  giving :  — 

"  LowEiTBEBG,  2d  NoTembef,  1762. 

"My  dear  Brother,  —  The  arrival  of  Kalkreuter  [so  he 
persists  in  calling  him]^  and  of  your  Letter,  my  dear  Brother, 
has  made  me  twenty  [not  to  say  forty]  years  younger :  yester- 
day I  was  sixty,  to-day  hardly  eighteen.  I  bless  Heaven  for 
preserving  you  in  health  (bonne  sante^^  so  we  term  escape  of 
lesion  in  fight) ;  '^  and  that  things  have  passed  so  happily ! 
You  took  the  good  step  of  attacking  those  who  meant  to  attack 
you ;  and,  by  your  good  and  solid  measures  (dispositions),  you 
have  overcome  all  the  difficulties  of  a  strong  Post  and  a  vigor* 
ous  resistance.  It  is  a  service  so  important  rendered  by  you 
to  the  State,  that  I  cannot  enough  express  my  gratitude,  and 
will  wait  to  do  it  in  x)erson. 

"  Kalkreuter  will  explain  what  motions  I  —  ...  If  Fortune 
favor  our  views  on  Dresden  [which  it  cannot  in  the  least,  at 
this  late  season],  we  shall  indubitably  have  Peace  this  Winter 
or  next  Spring, — and  get  honorably  out  of  a  difficult  and 
perilous  conjuncture,  where  we  have  often  seen  ourselves 
within  two  steps  of  total  destruction.  And,  by  this  which  you 
have  now  done,  to  you  alone  will  belong  the  honor  of  having 
given  the  final  stroke  to  Austrian  Obstinacy,  and  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  Public  Happiness,  which  will  be  the  conse- 
quence of  Peace.  —  F."  * 

Two  days  after  this,  November  4th,  Friedrich  is  in  Meissen  \ 
November  9th,  he  comes  across  to  Freyberg;  has  a  pleasant 
day,  —  pleasant  survey  of  the  Battle-field,  Henri  and  Seidliti 
escorting  as  guides.  Henri,  in  furtherance  of  the  ~ 
project^  has  Eleist  out  on  the  Bohemian  Magaiinea^^^^'i 
is  tiie  one  way  to  clear  Dresden  neighborhood  of  EMmii 
thinks  Henri  always.  Eleist  bums  the  considerable  nuM 
of  Saatz ;  finds  the  grand  one  of  Leitmeritz  too  wdl  |P* 
for  him :  —  upon  which,  in  such  snow-drifts  and  sleef^ 

1  Schdniiig,  p.  493.  sib.iiL4N^4 
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is  not  Dresden  plainly  impossible,  your  Majesty  ?    Impossible, 

Friedrich  admits,  —  the  rather  as  he  now  sees  Peace  to  be 

coming  without  that.    Freyberg  has  at  last  broken  the  back  of 

Austrian  Obstinacy.     "(}o  in  upon  the  Keich,"  Friedrich  now 

orders  Eleist,  the  instant  Kleist  is  home  from  his  Bohemian 

inroad :  "  In  upon  the  Reich,  with  6,000,  in  your  old  style ! 

That  will  dispose  the  Keichs  Principalities  to  Peace." 

Eleist  marched  November  3d ;  kept  the  Reich  in  paroxysm 
till  December  13th;  —  Plotho,  meanwhile,  proclaiming  in  the 
Reichs  Diet :  "  Such  Reichs  Princes  as  wish  for  Peace  with  my 
King  can  have  it ;  those  that  prefer  War,  they  too  can  have 
it ! "  Eleist,  dividing  himself  in  the  due  artistic  way,  flew 
over  the  Voigtland,  on  to  Bamberg,  on  to  Ntimberg  itself 
(which  he  took,  by  sounding  rams'-homs,  as  it  were,  having 
no  gun  heavier  than  a  carbine,  and  held  for  a  week)  ;  ^  —  flut- 
tering the  Reichs  Diet  not  a  little,  and  disposing  everybody 
for  Peace.  The  Austrians  saw  it  with  pleasure,  "  We  solemnly 
engaged  to  save  these  poor  people  harmless,  on  their  joining 
us ;  — and,  behold,  it  has  become  thrice  and  four  times  impossi- 
ble. Let  them  fall  off  into  Peace,  like  ripe  pears,  of  them- 
selves ;  we  can  then  turn  round  and  say,  ^  Save  you  harmless  ? 
Yes  5  if  you  had  n't  fallen  off ! ' " 

November  24th,  all  Austrians  make  truce  with  Friedrich, 
Truce  till  March  1st ;  —  all  Austrians,  and  what  is  singular, 
with  no  mention  of  the  Reich  whatever.  The  Reich  is  de- 
fenceless, at  the  feet  of  Kleist  and  his  6,000.  Stollberg  is 
still  in  Prussian  neighborhood;  and  may  be  picked  up  any 
day!  Stollberg  hastens  off  to  defend  the  Reich;  finds  the 
Reich  quite  empty  of  enemies  before  his  arrival; — and  at 
least  saves  his  own  skin.  A  month  or  two  more,  and  Stoll- 
berg will  lay  down  his  Command,  and  the  last  Reiohs-Ezecution 
Army,  playing  Farce-Tragedy  so  long,  make  its  exit  from  the 
Theatre  of  this  World. 

1  Hddm-Gt$chiehte,  vu.  186-194. 
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The  Pmssiia  troops  took  Winter-qnarten  in  the  Meiffm* 
Frejberg  zegkni,  the  old  Saxon  ground,  familiar  to  them  for 
the  last  three  years :  rocnn  enough  this  Winter,  **  ticm  Plaaen 
and  Zwiekan,  round  by  Langensalza  again ;  ^  Truce  with  erary' 
body,  and  nothing  of  disturbance  till  March  1st  at  soonest 
The  nsnal  reeruiting  went  on,  or  was  preparing  to  go  oo^— a 
part  of  which  took  immfwliate  effect,  as  we  shall  ifce.  Beeniit' 
ing,  refitting,  ^  Be  ready  for  a  new  Campaign,  in  any  case :  the 
readier  we  are,  the  less  our  chance  of  baring  one !  ^  Frieda 
rich's  headquarter  is  Leipzig ;  but  till  I>bcember  WL  hit  does 
not  get  Ihil^ker.  ^  liore  business  on  me  thaii  eTer!^ccmiplaifli 
he.  At  Jjfdjoig  he  had  his  Xephews.  his  H^Argens ;  for  a  week 
or  two  his  Brother  Henri ;  finally,  bis  Berlin  Jfinistitfrs,  tspo^ 
dally  Heozberg,  when  actual  Peace  came  to  be  the  mnitiai'  hs 
hazid.  Henri,  beicxre  tbict,  had  gone  Lome :  ^  y*sk/jt  baring  saw 
the  HkfiiHhood;  —  Hume;  and  twtujX  wnt'h  yuw  heaJdiy  at 
Bwfifn,  aancmg  frkmdfi  !  "^ 

Before  getting  to  Lezpmg,  the  King  padd  a  ^yhx%  ^Mi  si 
Gotiia;  —  probaibhr  ncrw  the  one  fntctkni  oi  those  M'Sivrf^iM 
Winter  moremeuLi  aud  empucnrmeutiL,  iu  -v'ladj  read*7t  wmM 
take  interesL  Ctf  tbih,  ai  tiA»7%  liasy^^fsuk  to  be  soiu^  j^ffWJv^ 
left  of  it.  hese  ii;  wiiai  wIH  mrfLtse.  rrva  M^ibi»»;i.  j'ri^ftbi'ib 
wiitBS  tc;  Mfc  bri^  Gsi&ii&-InA'jii*;bt..  u;fftri't  i;.  unitx-t.;  iu^  «a<t 
BcUe  fusatme  ixi  iut  ejei  :  '  Autibciriz^sc  irr  vju?  i&vV^-^^  'I'M 
puBteh-  ingnind  IxdoR&iiaiff^.  J  liiukL  i:^*  f  ^ii*.  -idoute  wUs^ 
factiaD  of  pvring  icj  Qiri**?t  ul  I>»^.;»3n.^  -y.  '  l'j\xf  tae-y  it^'sufjtj, 
of  ifdseaSkasg  ic/  yoL.  Iffa^riiT!  &7  ^-^^up^iit  tuit  i)'ii<^?y:«9ift 
a!  esUffOL  auc  lr«*sifOiiiu;..  .        Vuuiib  vf  ».*«  ^>^m. 
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be  bad/'  ^  — -  and  we  soon  find  was.  But  the  Visit  is  our  first 
thing. 

The  Visit  took  place  accordingly;  Seidlitz,  a  man  known  in 
Grotha  ever  since  his  fine  scenic-military  procedures  there  in 
1757,  accompanied  the  King.  Of  the  lucent  individualities 
invited  to  meet  him,  all  are  now  lost  to  me,  except  one  Patter, 
a  really  learned  Gottingen  Professor  (deep  in  Reichs-History 
and  the  like),  whom  the  Duchess  has  summoned  over.  By  the 
dim  lucency  of  Putter,  faint  to  most  of  us  as  a  rushlight  in 
the  act  of  going  out,  the  available  part  of  our  imagination  most 
try  to  figure,  in  a  kind  of  Obliterated-Kembrandt  way,  this 
glorious  Evening ;  for  there  was  but  one,  —  December  3d-4th, 
—  Friedrioh  having  to  leave  early  on  the  4th.  Here  is  Put- 
ter's record,  given  in  the  third  person :  — 

<<  During  dinner.  Putter,  honorably  present  among  the  spec- 
tators of  this  high  business,  was  beckoned  by  the  Duchess  to 
step  near  the  King  [right  hand  or  left,  Putter  does  not  say] ; 
but  the  Eling  graciously  turned  round,  and  conversed  with 
Putter."    The  King  said :  — 

King.  ^*  In  German  History  much  is  still  buried ;  many  im- 
portant Documents  lie  hidden  in  Monasteries."  Putter  an- 
swered "  schicklich  —  fitly ; "  that  is  all  we  know  of  Putter's 
answer. 

King  (thereupon).  "Of  Books  on  Reichs-History  I  know 
only  the  Fere  Barri:'  * 

Putter.  .  .  .  "Foreigners  have  for  most  part  known  only, 
in  regard  to  our  History,  a  Latin  work  written  by  Struve  at 
Jena."  • 

King.  "  Struv,  Struvius ;  him  I  don't  know." 

1  To  the  Grand-Dachess,  "  Meissen,  29th  November"  ((Euvres  de  PridMc^ 
XTiii.  199). 

>  Barri  de  Beaumarchais,  10  vols.  4to,  Paris,  1748 :  I  beliere,  an  extremelj 
feeble  Pillar  of  WiU-o*- Wisps  by  Night ;  —  as  I  can  expressly  testify  Pfeffel 
to  be  (Pfeffel,  Abr^  Chnmologique  de  rHistoire  d^AOemagne,  2  vols.  4to,  Pari% 
1776),  who  has  succeeded  Barri  as  Patent  Guide  through  that  vast  Sylra 
Sylrarum  and  its  pathless  intricacies,  for  the  inquiring  French  and  English. 

•  Bnrkhard  Qottbelf  Strnve,  SpUagma  Himaria  Qtrmamiea  (1790^  S  vola 
folio). 


1  •» 
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Putter.  <'  It  is  a  pity  Barri  had  not  known  Gtorman/' 
King.  ^' Barri  was  a  Lorrainer;  Barri  must  have  known 
German  I  '^  —  Then  taming  to  the  Duchess,  on  this  hint  about 
the  German  Language,  he  told  her,  ^<  in  a  ringing  merry  tone, 
How,  at  Leipzig  once,  he  had  talked  with  Qottschod  [talk  known 
to  us]  on  that  subject,  and  had  said  to  him.  That  the  Fronoh 
had  many  advantages ;  among  others,  that  a  word  ooold  often 
be  used  in  a  complex  signification,  for  which  you  had  in  Oar- 
man  to  scrape  together  several  different  expressions*  Upon 
which  Gottsched  had  said,  '  We  will  have  that  mended  (Jh§ 
woUen  wir  noch  nuiehen) ! '  These  words  the  King  repeated 
twice  or  thrice,  with  such  a  tone  that  you  could  well  see  how 
the  man's  conceit  had  struck  him;''  —  and  in  short,  as  we 
know  already,  what  a  gigantic  entity,  consisting  of  wind  mainly, 
he  took  this  elevated  Gottsched  to  be. 

Upon  which.  Putter  retires  into  the  honorary  ranks  again ; 
silent,  at  least  to  us,  and  invisible ;  as  the  rest  of  this  Royal 
Evening  at  Gotha  is.^  Here,  howeveri  is  the  Letter  followjog 
oa  it  two  days  after :  — 

Friedrick  to  the  Dwehsa  rf  Sa^^hsen-OKfiha. 

"  iMiniQ,  Mi  tJmi/m^w,  17ML 
tfifAi>AWj — I  Bhoold  never  have  done,  my  ad/iraUe  DoebMC, 
if  I  rendered  yon  aoecmnt  of  all  the  imj/reesioiis  wbieb  Dm 
fhcDdahip  you  larisbcd  on  me  has  made  en  my  iM^art  I 
eoold  wish  to  naswtr  it  by  *n:iiering  into  ev^rrythiaf  tfiat  <;Mf 
be  agrKsUe  to  ycm  [ocAi:^et  of  my  K/KTuit^;r%  or  Omm/wmrwi 
^fto^  first  of  aZ]}  I  take  t£««  \:x^rt\j  of  i/jrmw*:u^  ii^  An. 
mttn  vkidi  hare  occne  is  to  *m  l^ro  Mttm^Ay-A  j^rs  if^aUi  km. 
I  sa  maraSftfL  ¥aii»n  if  I  idrr*  i^vt  r/t^j  )>/>;  V/  l^iiil  ^m^ 
pieoe^T  ycwr  deKpes :  brr  if  y  v-  'jLZjfrr  \c^  x.^^dsa^/t^  I  v.%  i*,  I 
itcf  yot  wwiic  iAT%  vxa**  ^.c^M^mA^ju  U/f  A 
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attached  to  you  than  that  of  your  near  relations^  assuredly  I 
will  not  neglect  the  first  opportunity  that  shall  present  itself. 

^'  Messieurs  the  English  [Bute,  Bedford  and  Company,  with 
their  Preliminaries  signed,  and  all  my  Westphalian  Provinces 
left  in  a  condition  we  shall  hear  of]  continue  to  betray.  Poor 
M.  Mitchell  has  had  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  on  hearing  it.  It  is 
a  hideous  thing  (chase  affreuse)  ;  but  I  will  speak  of  it  no  more. 
May  you,  Madam,  enjoy  all  the  prosperities  that  I  wish  for 
you,  and  not  forget  a  Friend,  who  will  be  till  his  death,  with 
sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem  and  the  most  perfect  con- 
sideration,—  Madam,  your  Highnesses  moist  faithful  Cousin 
and  Servant,  Fbiedbich."^ 

For  a  fortnight  past,  Friedrich  has  had  no  doubt  that  general 
Peace  is  now  actually  at  hand.  November  25th,  ten  days  be- 
fore this  visit,  a  Saxon  Privy-Councillor,  Baron  von  Fritsch, 
who,  by  Order  from  his  Court,  had  privately  been  at  Vienna 
on  the  errand,  came  privately  next,  with  all  speed,  to  Fried- 
rich  (Meissen,  November  26th) :  *  "  Austria  willing  for  Treaty ; 
is  your  Majesty  willing  ?  "  "  Thrice-willing,  I ;  my  terms  well 
known ! ''  Friedrich  would  answer,  —  gladdest  of  mankind  to 
see  general  Pacification  coming  to  this  vexed  Earth  again.  The 
Dance  of  the  Furies,  waltzing  itself  off,  home  out  of  this  upper 
sunlight:  the  mad  Bellona  steeds  plunging  down,  down,  to- 
wards their  Abysses  again,  for  a  season !  — 

This  was  a  result  which  Friedrich  had  foreseen  as  nearly 
certain  ever  since  the  French  and  English  signed  their  Pre- 
liminaries. And  there  was  only  one  thing  which  gave  him 
anxiety;  that  of  his  Ehine  Provinces  and  Strong  Places, 
especially  Wesel,  which  have  been  in  French  hands  for  six 
years  past^  ever  since  Spring,  1757.  Bute  stipulates  That 
those  places  and  countries  shall  be  evacuated  by  his  Choiseul, 
as  soon  as  weather  and  possibility  permit ;  but  Bute,  astonish- 
ing to  say,  has  not  made  the  least  stipulation  as  to  whom  they 
are  to  be  delivered  to, — allies  or  enemies,  it  is  all  one  to  Bute. 
Truly  rather  a  shameful  omission,  Pitt  might  indignantly 
think,  —  and  call  the  whole  business  steadily,  as  he  persisted 

1  (Eumru  de  Fridirie,  xriii.  901.  >  Bodenbeck,  u.  193. 
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to  do,  '^a  shuDefnl  Peace,''  had  there  been  so  other  aitide  is 

it  bat  this;  —  as  Friedrichy  with  at  least  equal  emphtaii^ 
thought  and  felt.  And,  in  &ct,  it  had  thrown  him  into  iroy 
great  embairaBsment^  on  the  first  emergence  of  it. 

For  her  Imperial  Majesty  began  straightway  to  draw  troops 
into  those  neig^LborhoodB :  ^  We  will  take  deliTeiy,  Sfar  Allies 
playing  into  our  hand ! "  And  Friedrich,  who  had  no  dispos* 
able  troops,  had  to  devise  some  rapid  expedient;  and  did. 
Sethis  Free^Corps  agents  and  reemiters  in  motian:  ^Enlisk 
me  those  Li^it  people  of  Duke  Ferdinand's,  who  are  all  gettisg 
diBcharged;  especdally  that  Brkanmdc  Legion  so  called.  AR 
to  be  discharged;  re-enlist  them,  you;  Ferdinand  wiU  keep 
them  tin  yon  do  it  Be  swift!"  And  it  is  done;  —  a  small 
bit  of  actual  enlistment  among  the  many  prospective  that  wese 
going  on,  as  we  noticed  above.  Precise  date  of  it  not  given; 
mnst  have  been  soon  after  November  3d.  There  were  from  S 
to  6,000  of  them ;  and  it  was  promptly  done.  I>ivided  into 
vazioos  regiments ;  chief  command  ui  them  given  to  a  Colonel 
Baser,  under  whom  a  Colonel  Beckwith  whose  name  we  have 
heard :  these,  to  the  surprise  of  Imperial  Majesty,  and  alam 
of  a  pacific  YersaiQes,  suddenly  appeared  in  the  Cleve  Cons- 
tries,  handy  for  Wesel,  lor  Geldera ;  in  such  postfc,  and  is 
SQch  force  and  condition  as  intimated,  ^'  It  shall  bh  we,  under 
&vor,  that  take  delivery !  ^  Bnav.'L  y^^ibhl  from  tli^u,  some 
xiig^  sword  in  hand :  that  had  bwu  hwxHTh  notiou ;  bat  notb' 
ing  of  that  kind  was  found  ne'jessanr :  mer»;  denioustration 
proved  sufficient.  To  the  Fr*aicii  Garrisons  the  one  thing 
needful  was  to  get  away  ii<  pea'>: :  Bau«^  witL  hit  bn^wfc  gl^iomy 
is  a  dangerouE  nei^bor.  f'erLape  tiifc  fiHUfih  ^Jfii'^Tf.  tunn^ 
•elves  rather  favored  Fhedn':l  tiian  xiic  ^rwmiiei:.  Ifju'tui^  a 
private  agreement,  or  mutual  und^^rstandini^  'm  w^J  of  u^nMtf 
was  come  to:  and.  v^-rr  puuliciy.  at  i^igtiv  ''>j  tn^  ']^*^.  and 
12tii  6mj%  of  Mar:L  1T€3  Teact  now  ^^.Un^i  irv«;rvr.'u«?»e), 
Wesel,  in  greai  gaia.  full  uf  hHi^-iuMtikK,  niifitary  ts^xi^t^U^nm 
aad  iniitnal  dining,  fiaw  ti*^  Ytt^u^iv  al  i^-.-uy  *pi*  au'.  bauer 
and  people  filing  ii"  tc  the  yjv  ij/t  titstx  yrif  '5  '/n. 
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pressure  of  finance,  Bauer  and  people  were  all  paid  of^ 
flung  loose  again :  ruthlessly  paid  off  by  a  necessitous  King ! 
There  were  about  6,000  of  those  poor  fellows,  —  specimens 
of  the  bastard  heroic,  under  difficulties,  from  every  oountiy  in 
the  world;  Beckwith  and  I  know  not  what  other  English 
specimens  of  the  lawless  heroic ;  who  were  all  cashiered,  officer 
and  man,  on  getting  to  Berlin.  As  were  the  earlier  Free-Corpe, 
and  indeed  the  subsequent,  all  and  sundry,  ^except  seven," 
whose  names  will  not  be  interesting  to  you.  Paid  off,  with  or 
without  remorse,  such  the  exhaustion  of  finance ;  Kleist,  Icilius, 
Count  Hordt  and  others  vainly  repugning  and  remonstrating; 
the  King  himself  inexorable  as  Arithmetic.  ''Can  maintain 
138,000  of  regular,  12,000  of  other  sorts ;  not  a  man  more ! " 
Zealous  Icilius  applied  for  some  consideration  to  his  Officers : 
''partial  repayment  of  the  money  they  have  spent  from  their 
own  pocket  in  enlistment  of  their  people  now  discharged  I  ^ 
Not  a  doit.  The  King's  answer  is  in  autograph,  still  extant ; 
not  in  good  spelling,  but  with  sense  clear  as  light:  *^ Seine 
Qffleiers  haben  wie  die  Eaben  gestoUen  Sie  Krigen  niehUy  Your 
Oncers  stole  like  ravens;  — they  get  Nothing."*  Lessing's 
fine  play  of  Minna  van  Bamhelm  testifies  to  considerable 
public  sympathy  for  these  impoverished  Ex-Military  peo- 
ple. Pathetic  truly,  in  a  degree ;  but  such  things  will  happen. 
Irregular  gentlemen,  to  whom  the  world 's  their  oyster,  —  said 
oyster  does  suddenly  snap  to  on  them,  by  a  chance.  And  they 
have  to  try  it  on  the  other  side,  and  say  little !  —  But  we  are 
forgetting  the  Peace-Treaty  itself,  which  still  demands  a  few 
words. 

Kleist's  raid  into  the  Beich  had  a  fine  effect  on  the  Poten- 
tates there ;  and  Plotho's  Offer  was  greedily  complied  with ; 
the  Kaiser,  such  his  generosity,  giving  "free  permission,^' 
We  spoke  of  Privy-Councillor  von  Fritsch,  and  his  private 
little  word  with  Friedrich  at  Meissen,  on  November  25th. 
The  Electoral-Prince  of  Saxony,  it  seems,  was  author  of  that 
fine  stroke ;  the  history  of  it  this.  Since  November  3d,  the 
French  and  English  have  had  their  preliminaries  signed;  and 

^  PXVQM,  iL  sto. 
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all  Nations  are  longing  for  the  like.  "  Let  us  have  a  German 
Treaty  for  general  Pea(>e/'  said  the  Kurprinz  of  Saxony,  that 
amiable  Heir-Apparent  whom  we  have  seen  sometimes,  who  is 
rather  crooked  of  back,  but  has  a  sprightly  Wife.  ''  By  all 
means/'  answered  Polish  Majesty :  ^^  and  as  I  am  in  the  dis- 
tance, do  you  in  every  way  further  it,  my  Son  I "  Whereupon 
despatch  of  Fritsch  to  Vienna,  and  thence  to  Meissen ;  with 
**  Yes  "  to  him  from  both  parties.  Plenipotentiaries  are  named : 
''  Fritsch  shall  be  ours :  they  shall  have  my  Schloss  of  Huberts- 
burg  for  Place  of  Congress,''  said  the  Prince.  And  on  Thurs- 
day, December  30th,  1762,  the  Three  Dignitaries  met  at 
Hubertsburg,  and  began  business. 

This  is  the  Schloss  in  Torgau  Country  which  Quintus 
Icilius's  people,  Saldem  having  refused  the  job,  willingly  un- 
dertook spoiling ;  and,  as  is  well  known,  did  it,  January  22d| 
1761;  a  thing  Quintus  never  heard  the  end  of.  What  the 
amount  of  profit,  or  the  degree  of  spoil  and  mischief,  Quintus's 
people  made  of  it,  I  could  not  learn ;  but  infer  from  this  new 
event  that  the  wreck  had  not  been  so  considerable  as  the  noise 
was ;  at  any  rate,  that  the  Schloss  had  soon  been  restored  to 
its  pristine  state  of  brilliancy.  The  Plenipotentiaries,  —  iot 
Saxony,  Fritsch ;  for  Austria,  a  Yon  Collenbach,  unknown  to 
us ;  for  Prussia,  one  Hertzberg,  a  man  experienced  beyond  his 
years,  who  is  of  great  name  in  Prussian  History  subsequently,  — 
sat  here  till  February  loth,  1763,  that  is  for  six  weeks  and  five 
days.  Leaving  their  l^rotocols  to  better  judges,  who  report 
them  good,  we  will  much  prefer  a  word  or  two  from  Friedrioh 
himself,  while  waiting  the  result  they  come  to. 

Friedrich  to  Prince  Henri  (home  at  Berlin). 

"Leipzu/y  Uth  January,  1763.  .  .  .  Am  not  surprised  yoa 
find  Berlin  changed  for  the  worse :  such  a  train  of  calamities 
must,  in  the  end,  make  itself  felt  in  a  poor  and  naturally 
barren  Country,  where  continual  industry  is  needed  to  seooad 
its  fecundity  and  keep  up  production.  However,  I  will  do 
what  I  can  to  remedy  this  dearth  (la  disette),  at  least  as  far  «9 
my  small  means  permit.  .  .  . 

^No  fear  of  Gelderu  and  Wesel:  all  that  has  been  eared 
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for  by  Bauer  and  the  new  Free-Corps.  By  the  end  of  Febru- 
ary Peace  will  be  signed;  at  the  beginning  of  April  eveiy- 
body  will  find  himself  at  home,  as  in  1756. 

''The  Circles  are  going  to  separate:  indifferent  to  me,  or 
nearly  so ;  but  it  is  good  to  be  plucking  out  tiresome  burning 
sticks,  stick  after  stick.  I  hope  you  amuse  yourself  at  Berlin : 
at  Leipzig  nothing  but  balls  and  redouts ;  my  Nephews  divert- 
ing themselves  amazingly.  Madam  Friedrich,  lately  Garden- 
maid  at  Seidlitz  [Village  in  the  Neumark,  with  this  Beauty 
plucking  weeds  in  it, — little  prescient  of  such  a  fortune],  now 
Wife  to  an  Officer  of  the  Free  Hussars,  is  the  principal  heroine 
of  these  Festivities."  * 

Leipzig  J  25th  January,  1763.  '^  Thanks  for  your  care  about 
my  existence.  I  am  becoming  very  old,  dear  Brother ;  in  a 
little  while  I  shall  be  useless  to  the  world  and  a  burden  to 
myself :  it  is  the  lot  of  all  creatures  to  wear  down  with  age,  — 
but  one  is  not,  for  all  that,  to  abuse  one's  privilege  of  falling 
into  dotage. 

'^  You  still  speak  without  full  confidence  of  our  Negotiation 
business  [going  on  at  Hubertsburg  yonder].  Most  certainly 
the  chapter  of  accidents  is  inexhaustible ;  and  it  is  still  certain 
there  may  happen  quantities  of  things  which  the  limited  mind 
of  man  cannot  foresee :  but,  judging  by  the  ordinary  course, 
and  such  degrees  of  probability  as  human  creatures  found 
their  hopes  on,  I  believe,  before  the  month  of  February  en- 
tirely end,  our  Peace  will  be  completed.  In  a  permanent 
Arrangement,  many  things  need  settling,  which  are  easier 
to  settle  now  than  they  ever  will  be  again.  Patience ;  haste 
ivithout  speed  is  a  thriftless  method."  * 

February  5th,  the  trio  at  Hubertsburg  got  their  Prelimina- 
ries signed.  On  the  tenth  day  thereafter,  the  Treaty  itself 
was  signed  and  sealed.  All  other  Treaties  on  the  same  subject 
had  been  g^ded  towards  a  contemporary  finis :  England  and 
France,  ready  since  the  3d  of  November  last,  signed  and  ended 
February  10th.    February  11th,  the  Keich  signed  and  ended; 

1  Schoning,  iii.  52&  <  lb.  iii  529. 
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February  15th9  Prussia,  Austria,  Saxony ;  and  the  Third  SU^ 
Stan  or  Seven-  Years  War  was  completely  finished.* 

It  had  cost,  in  loss  of  human  lives  first  of  all,  nobody  can 
say  what :  according  to  Friedrich's  computation,  there  had  per- 
ished of  actual  fighters,  on  the  various  fields,  of  all  the  nations, 
853,000 ;  of  which  above  the  fifth  part,  or  180,000,  is  his  own 
share :  and,  by  misery  and  ravage,  the  general  Population  of 
Prussia  finds  itself  500,000  fewer ;  nearly  the  ninth  man  miss- 
ing.    This  is  the  expenditure  of  Life.    Other  items  are  not 
worth  enumerating,  in  comparison ;  if  statistically  given,  you 
can  find  the  most  approved  guesses  at  them  by  the  same  Head, 
who  ought  to  be  an  authority.*    It  was  a  War  distinguished 
by  —  Archenholtz  will  tell  you,  with  melodious  emphasis,  what 
a  distinguished,  great  and  thrice-greatest  War  it  was.    There 
have  since  been  other  far  bigger  Wars,  —  if  size  were  a  mea- 
sure of  greatness ;  which  it  by  no  means  is  !    I  believe  there 
was  excellent  Heroism  shown  in  this  War,  by  persons  I  could 
name ;  by  one  person.  Heroism  really  to  be  called  superior,  or, 
in  its  kind,  almost  of  the  rank  of  supreme ;  —  and  that  in  re- 
gard to  the  Military  Arts  and  Virtues,  it  has  as  yet,  for  faculty 
and  for  performance,  had  no  rival ;  nor  is  likely  soon  to  have. 
The  Prussians,  as  we  once  mentioned,  still  use  it  as  their 
school-model  in  those  respects.     And  we  —    0  readers,  do  not 
at  least  you  and  I  thank  God  to  have  now  done  with  it  I  — 

Of  the  Peace-Treaties  at  Hubertsburg,  Paris  and  other 
places,  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  say  almost  anything.  They 
are  to  be  found  in  innumerable  Books,  dreary  to  the  mind; 
and  of  the  158  Articles  to  be  counted  there,  not  one  could  be 
interesting  at  present.  The  substance  of  the  whole  lies  now 
in  Three  Points,  not  mentioned  or  contemplated  at  all  in  those 
Documents,  though  repeatedly  alluded  to  and  intimated  by  uf 
here. 

The  issue,  as  between  Austria  and  Prussia,  strives  to  be,  in 
all  points,  simply  As-yourwere  ;  and,  in  all  outward  or  tangible 
points,  strictly  is  so.    After  such  a  tornado  of  strife  as  the 

1  Cop7  of  the  treaty  in  Belden-Gesc^uchte,  vii.  624  et  seq. ;  in  SeT&ith,  Bqf' 
fapm,  ill.  479-^95 ;  in  Rotisset,  in  Wenck,  in  &c.  &c. 
*  (Ewim  tU  FrSdiric,  v.  230-234 ;  Preius.  iii.  349-351. 
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ei^ilized  world  had  not  witnessed  since  the  Thirty-Years  War. 
Tornado  springing  doubtless  from  the  regions  called  Infernal ; 
and  darkening  the  upper  world  from  south  to  north;  and  from 
east  to  west  for  Seven  Years  long ;  —  issuing  in  general  As- 
ytm-were  !  Yes  truly,  the  tornado  was  Infernal ;  but  Heaven 
too  had  silently  its  purposes  in  it.  Nor  is  the  mere  expendi- 
ture of  men's  diabolic  rages,  in  mutual  clash  as  of  opposite 
electricities,  with  reduction  to  equipoise,  and  restoration  of 
zero  and  repose  again  after  seven  years,  the  one  or  the  princi- 
pal result  arrived  at.  Inarticulately,  little  dreamt  of  at  the 
time  by  any  by-stander,  the  results,  on  survey  from  this  dis* 
tanoe,  are  visible  as  Threefold.  Let  us  name  them  one  other 
time:  — 

1^  There  is  no  taking  of  Silesia  from  this  man ;  no  clipping 
of  him  down  to  the  orthodox  old  limits ;  he  and  his  Country 
have  palpably  outgrown  these.  Austria  gives  up  the  Problem : 
"We  have  lost  Silesia!"  Yes;  and,  what  you  hardly  yet 
know, — and  what,  I  perceive,  Friedrich  himself  still  less 
knows,  —  Teutschland  has  found  Prussia.  Prussia,  it  seems, 
cannot  be  conquered  by  the  whole  world  trying  to  do  it; 
Prussia  has  gone  through  its  Fire-Baptism,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  gods  and  men ;  and  is  a  Nation  henceforth.  In  and  of  poor 
dislocated  Teutschland,  there  is  one  of  the  Great  Powers  of 
the  World  henceforth ;  an  actual  Nation.  And  a  Nation  not 
grounding  itself  on  extinct  Traditions,  Wiggeries,  Papistries, 
Immaculate  Conceptions ;  no,  but  on  living  Facts,  —  Facts  of 
Arithmetic,  Greometry,  Gravitation,  Martin  Luther's  Reforma- 
tion, and  what  it  really  can  believe  in  :  —  to  the  infinite  advan- 
tage of  said  Nation  and  of  poor  Teutschland  henceforth.  To 
be  a  Nation;  and  to  believe  as  you  are  convinced,  instead 
of  pretending  to  believe  as  you  are  bribed  or  bullied  by  the 
devils  about  you ;  what  an  advantage  to  parties  concerned ! 
If  Prussia  follow  its  star  —  As  it  really  tries  to  do,  in  spite 
of  stumbling!  For  the  sake  of  Germany,  one  hopes  always 
Prussia  will;  and  that  it  may  get  through  its  various  Child- 
DiseaseSy  without  death :  though  it  has  had  sad  plunges  and 
crises,  —  and  is  perhaps  just  now  in  one  of  its  worst  Influenzas, 
the  Parliameutary-Eloqueuce  or  Ballot-Box  Influenzal    One 
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of  tlie  most  dangerous  Diseases  of  National  Adolescence ;  ex- 
tremely prevalent  over  the  world  at  this  time, — indeed  un- 
avoidable, for  reasons  obviooa  enough.  "  Sie  itur  ad  tutra  ;  " 
all  Xations  certain  that  the  way  to  Heaven  is  By  voting, 
by  eloquently  wagging  the  tongue  "  within  those  walla "  I 
Diseases,  real  or  imaginary,  await  ^'ations  like  individuals; 
and  are  not  to  be  resisted,  but  must  be  submitted  to,  and  got 
through  the  best  you  can.  Measles  and  mumps ;  yon  cannot 
prevent  them  in  Nations  either.  Nay  fashions  even ;  fashion 
of  Crinoline,  for  instance  (how  infinitely  more,  that  of  Ballot- 
Box  and  Fourth-Estate !),  —  are  you  able  to  prevent  even  that  ? 
Yott  have  to  be  patient  under  it,  and  keep  hoping ! 

3°.  In  regard  to  England.  Her  JenkinJa-Bar  Coniroveny 
is  at  last  settled.  Not  only  liberty  of  the  Seas,  but,  if  she 
irere  not  wiser,  dominion  of  them ;  guardianship  of  liberty 
for  all  others  whatsoever :  Dominion  of  the  Seas  for  that  wise 
object.  America  is  to  be  English,  not  French ;  what  a  result 
is  that,  were  there  no  other !  Eeally  a  considerable  Fact  in 
the  History  of  the  World.  Fact  principally  due  to  Pitt,  as 
I  believe,  according  to  my  best  conjecture,  and  comparison 
of  probabQities  and  circumstances.  For  which,  after  all, 
is  not  everybody  thankful,  less  or  more  ?  0  my  English 
brothers,  O  my  Yankee  hatf-brothers,  how  oblivious  are  we 
of  those  that  have  done  us  beneiit !  — 

These  are  the  results  for  England.  And  in  the  rear  of 
these,  had  these  and  the  other  elements  once  ripened  for 
her,  the  poor  Country  is  to  get  into  such  merchandisings, 
Golonizings,  foreign-settlings,  gold-nnggetings,  as  lay  beyond 
the  drunkenest  dreams  of  Jenkins  (supposing  Jenkins  ad< 
dieted  to  liquor); — and,  in  fact,  to  enter  on  a  universal 
uproar  of  Machineries,  Eldorados,  "Unexampled  Prosperi- 
ties," which  make  a  great  noise  for  themselves  in  the  very 
days  now  come.  l*rosperities  evidently  not  of  a  sublime  typo : 
vhich,  in  the  mean  while,  seem  to  be  covering  the  at  one 
time  creditably  clean  and  comely  face  of  England  with  mud- 
blotches,  soot-blotches,  miscellaneous  squalors  and  horrors ;  to 
b«  preaching  into  her  amazed  heart,  which  once  knew  better, 
the  omnipotence  of  thoddi/;   filling  her  ears  and  soul  with 
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shriekeiy  and    metallic  clangor,  mad    noises,  mad    hnnies 

mostly  no-whither ;  —  and  are  awakening,  I  suppose,  in  such 

of  her  sons  as  still  go  into  reflection  at  all,  a  deeper  and  more 

ominous  set  of  Questions  than  have  ever  risen  in  England's 

History  before.    As  in  the  foregoing  case,  we  have  to  be 

patient  and  keep  hoping. 

3^.  In  regard  to  France.  It  appears,  noble  old  Teutsch- 
land,  with  such  pieties  and  unconquerable  silent  valors,  such 
opulences  human  and  divine,  amid  its  wreck  of  new  and  old 
confusions,  is  not  to  be  cut  in  Four,  and  made  to  dance  to 
the  piping  of  Versailles  or  another.  Far  the  contrary!  To 
Versailles  itself  there  has  gone  forth,  Versailles  may  read  it 
or  not,  the  writing  on  the  wall :  "  Thou  art  weighed  in  the 
balance,  and  found  wanting"  (at  last  even  *^ found  wanting") ! 
France,  beaten,  stript,  humiliated;  sinful,  unrepentant,  gov- 
erned by  mere  sinners  and,  at  best,  clever  fools  (fous  pleins 
cP esprit) f  —  collapses,  like  a  creature  whose  limbs  fail  it; 
sinks  into  bankrupt  quiescence,  into  nameless  fermentation, 
generally  into  dry-rot  Rotting,  none  guesses  whitherward; 
— rotting  towards  that  thrice -extraordinary  Spontaneous- 
Combustion,  which  blazed  out  in  1789.  And  has  kindled, 
over  the  whole  world,  gradually  or  by  explosion,  this  unex- 
pected Outburst  of  all  the  chained  Devilries  (among  other 
chained  things),  this  roaring  Conflagration  of  the  Anarchies; 
under  which  it  is  the  lot  of  these  poor  generations  to  live,  — 
for  I  know  not  what  length  of  Centuries  yet.  "  Go  into  Com- 
bustion, my  pretty  child ! "  the  Destinies  had  said  to  this 
beUe  France^  who  is  always  so  fond  of  shining  and  outshining  : 
"Self-Combustion;  —  in  that  way,  won't  you  shine,  as  none 
of  them  yet  could?"  Shine;  yes,  truly,  —  till  you  are  got 
to  caput  martuum,  my  pretty  child  (unless  you  gain  new  wis- 
dom ! )  — But  not  to  wander  farther  :  — 

Wednesday,  March  16tk,  Friedrich,  all  Saxon  things  being 
now  settled, — among  the  rest,  "eight  Saxon  Schoolmasters" 
to  be  a  model  in  Prussia,  —  quitted  Leipzig,  with  the  Seven- 
Years  War  safe  in  his  pocket,  as  it  were.  Drove  to  Moritz- 
burg,  to  dinner  with  the  amiable  Kurprinz  and  still  more 
amiable  Wife:  "It  was  to  your  Highness  that  we  owe  this 
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Treaty  f  A  dinner  which  readers  may  hear  of  again.  At 
Moritzborg;  where,  with  the  Lacys,  there  was  once  such 
rattling  and  battling.  After  which,  rapidly  on  to  Silesia^ 
and  an  eig^t  days  of  adjusting  and  inspecting  there. 

Wedmetday,  March  30thj  Friedrich  arrives  in  Fraukfurton- 
Oder,  on  the  way  homeward  from  Silesia:  ''takes  view  of 
the  Field  of  Knnersdorf "  (reflections  to  be  fancied;;  early 
in  the  afternoon  speeds  forward  again ;  at  one  of  the  stages 
ddaoe  called  Tassdorf)  has  a  Dialogue,  which  we  shall  hear 
of;  and  between  8  and  9  in  the  eveniug,  not  tlirough  the  sol- 
emn receptions  and  crowded  streets,  drives  to  the  Hchloss  of 
Berlin.  ''Goes  straight  to  the  Queen's  Apartment,"  Queen^ 
Prinocaacs  and  Court  all  home  triumphantly  some  time  ago; 
sops  there  with  the  Queen's  Majesty  and  these  brij^ht  creak 
txam, — beauiifnl  sapper,  had  it  consisted  only  of  cre^k^e*  anrl 
t^t;  and,  behind  it,  sound  sleep  to  ns  under  our  own  roof-tree 
once  Boie.^  Next  day,  '^the  Bang  made  gifts  to,^  a*  it  were, 
toefajbodtj:  "-to  the  Qoeen  aboat  £5JM,  to  the  IViniiseea 
Amelia  BtlMlC  and  so  on;  and  saw  troe  hfAitA  sm  mmy 
rmak  Mbb, — ausaseaff  perhap&r  than  hia  own  wju. 
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CHAPTER  L 

PREFATORY. 

The  Twelve  Hercules-labors  of  this  King  have  ended  here ; 
what  was  required  of  him  in  World-History  is  accomplished. 
There  remain  to  Friedrich  Twenty-three  Years  more  of  Life, 
which  to  Prussian  History  are  as  full  of  importance  as  ever ; 
but  do  not  essentially  concern  European  History,  Europe  hav- 
ing gone  the  road  we  now  see  it  in.  On  the  grand  World- 
Theatre  the  curtain  has  fallen  for  a  New  Act;  Friedrich's 
part,  like  everybody's  for  the  present,  is  played  out.  In  fact, 
there  is,  during  the  rest  of  his  Reign,  nothing  of  World-History 
to  be  dwelt  on  anywhere.  America,  it  has  been  decided,  shall 
be  English ;  Prussia  be  a  Nation.  The  French,  as  finis  of  their 
attempt  to  cut  Germany  in  Four,  find  themselves  sunk  into 
torpor,  abeyance  and  dry-rot ;  fermenting  towards  they  know 
not  what.  Towards  Spontaneous  Combustion  in  the  year  1789, 
and  for  long  years  onwards ! 

There,  readers,  there  is  the  next  milestone  for  you,  in  the 
History  of  Mankind !  That  universal  Buming-up,  as  in  hell- 
fire,  of  Human  Shams.  The  oath  of  Twenty-five  Million  men, 
which  has  since  become  that  of  all  men  whatsoever,  '^  Rather 
than  live  longer  under  lies,  we  will  die  I"  —  that  is  the  New 
Act  in  World-History.  New  Act,  —  or,  we  may  call  it  New 
FaH;  Drama  of  World-History,  Part  Third.  If  Part  Seamd 
(180) 
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vu  1,300  yean  ago,  this  I  reckon  will  be  Part  Third.  This  is 
tiis  tznly  oelestial-infernal  Event :  the  strangest  we  have  seen 
for  a  thonsand  years.  Celestial  in  one  part;  in  the  other, 
ynfaraal.  For  it  ia  witiial  the  breaking  out  of  nzuTersal  man- 
kind into  Anarchy,  into  the  faith  and  practice  of  3a-Goyem- 
ment,  — that  is  to  say  (if  yon  will  be  candid),  into  unappeasable 
Revolt  against  Sham-Governors  and  Sham-Teachers,  —  which 
I  do  charitably  define  to  be  a  Search,  most  anconscioas,  yet  in 
deadly  earnest,  for  true  Governors  and  Teachers.  That  is  the 
one  fact  of  World-History  worth  dwelling  on  at  this  day ;  and 
f riadnch  cannot  be  aaid  to  have  had  much  hand  farther  in 


^or  is  the  progress  of  a  French  or  European  world,  all 

ailendy  ripening  and  rotting  towards  such  issue,  a  thing  one 

wishes  to  dwell  on.     Only  when  the  Spontaneous  Combustion 

Creaks  out ;  and,  many-colored,  with  loud  noises,  envelops  the 

^hole  world  in  anamhin  flame  for  long  hundreds  of  years :  then 

iui  the  Event  come ;  there  ia  the  thing  for  all  men  to  mark, 

sod  to  study  and  scrutinize  as  the  strangest  thing  they  ever 

aaw.    Centuries  of  it  vet  lying  ahead  of  us  :  several  sad  Cen- 

tories,  sordidly  tumultuous,  and  good  for  little  I     Say  Two 

Ceoturiea  yet,— •  say  even  Ten  of  such  a  process :  before  tlie 

Old  is  completely  burnt  out,  and  the  New  in  any  state  of  sight- 

Ixoess  ?     Mll^^^nwiTim  of  Auarchies :  —  abridge  it,  spend  your 

heirfs-hlood  upon  abridging  it,  ye  Heroic  Wise  that  are  to 

•some !     For  it  is  the  consummation  of  All  the  Anarchies  that 

are  and  were :  —  which  I  do  trust  alwavs  means  the  death 

I  temporary  death)  of  them !     Death  of  the  Anarchies :  or  a 

world  once  more  built  whoUv  on  Fact  better  or  worse ;  and 

the  lying  jargoning  professor  of  Sham- Fact,  whose  name  is 

Legion,  who  as  yet  (oftenest  little  conscioiis  of  himself)  goes 

^^TJtT'Hg  and  swarming  from  shore  to  shore,  bectjme  a  species 

6xtiDct»  and  well  kTtoum  to  be  t^ne  down  to  Tophet !  — - 

There  were  bits  of  Anarchies  before,  little  and  greater :  but 
tin  that  of  France  in  1789.  there  was  none  l4)iu^  memorable ; 
dl  were  pygmies  in  comparison,  and  uot  worth  mentioning 
Hpuately.  In  1772  the  Anarchy  of  Poland,  which  hafll 
h  eooaiderable  Anarchy  for  about  three  hundred  y^^aie. 
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itself  extinguished,  —  what  we  may  call  extinguished ;  — deei- 
sive  surgery  being  then  first  exercised  upon  it:  an  Anaichy 
put  in  the  sure  way  of  extinction.  In  1776,  again,  there 
began,  over  seas,  another  Anarchy  much  more  considerable,  — 
little  dreaming  that  it  could  be  called  an  Anarchy;  on  the 
contrary,  calling  itself  Liberty,  Rights  of  Man;  and  singing 
boundless  lo-Paeans  to  itself,  as  is  common  in  such  cases ;  an 
Anarchy  which  has  been  challenging  the  Universe  to  show  the 
like  ever  since.  And  which  has,  at  last,  flamed  up  as  an  inde- 
pendent Phenomenon,  unexampled  in  the  hideously  suicidal 
way;  —  and  does  need  much  to  get  burnt  out,  that  matters 
may  begin  anew  on  truer  conditions.  But  neither  the  Parti" 
tion  of  Poland  nor  the  American  War  of  Ind^endence  have 
much  general  importance,  or,  except  as  precursors  of  1789,  are 
worth  dwelling  on  in  History.  From  us  here,  so  far  as  Fried- 
rich  is  concerned  with  them,  they  may  deserve  some  transient 
mention,  more  or  less  :  but  World-History,  eager  to  be  at  the 
general  Funeral-pile  and  ultimate  Buming-up  of  Shams  in  this 
poor  World,  will  have  less  and  less  to  say  of  small  tragedies 
and  premonitory  symptoms. 

Curious  how  the  busy  and  continually  watchful  and  specu- 
lating Friedrich,  busied  about  his  dangers  from  Austrian 
encroachments,  from  Russian-Turk  Wars,  Bavarian  Succes- 
sions, and  other  troubles  and  anarchies  close  by,  saw  nothing 
to  dread  in  France ;  nothing  to  remark  there,  except  carelessly, 
from  time  to  time,  its  beggarly  decaying  condition,  so  strangely 
sunk  in  arts,  in  arms,  in  finance ;  oftenest  an  object  of  pity  to 
him,  for  he  still  has  a  love  for  France ;  —  and  reads  not  the 
least  sign  of  that  immeasurable,  all-engulfing  French  Revolu- 
tion which  was  in  the  wind!  Neither  Voltaire  nor  he  have 
the  least  anticipation  of  such  a  thing.  Voltaire  and  he  see, 
to  their  contentment.  Superstition  visibly  declining :  Friedrich 
rather  disapproves  the  heat  of  Voltaire's  procedures  on  the 
Infdme.  "  Why  be  in  such  heat  ?  Other  nonsense,  quite  equal 
to  it,  will  be  almost  sure  to  follow.  Take  care  of  your  own 
skin  I "  Voltaire  and  he  are  deeply  alive,  especially  Vol- 
taire iSj  t6  the  horrors  and  miseries  which  have  issued  on 
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Tnankind   from  a  Fanatio  Popish  Superstition,  or  Creed  of 
InoredibilitieSy  —  which   (except  from  the  throat  outwards, 
from  the  bewildered  tongue  outwards)  the  orthodox  them- 
selves cannot  believe,  but  only  pretend  and  struggle  to  believe. 
This  Voltaire  calls  '^  The  Infamous  ;''  and  this  —  what  name 
can  any  of  us  give  it  ?    The  man  who  believes  in  falsities  is 
^ery  miserable.    The  man  who  cannot  believe  them,  but  only 
struggles  and  pretends  to  believe  ;  and  yet,  being  armed  with 
tiie  power  of  the  sword,  industriously  keeps  menacing  and 
slashing  all  round,  to  compel  every  neighbor  to  do  like  him : 
^what  is  to  be  done  with  such  a  man  ?    Human  Nature  calls 
liim  a  Social  Nuisance ;  needing  to  be  handcuffed,  gagged  and 
abated.    Human  Nature,  if  it  be  in  a  terrified  and  imperilled 
state,  with  the  sword  of  this  fellow  swashing  round  it,  calls 
liim  '^  Infamous,"  and  a  Monster  of  Chaos.    He  is  indeed  the 
select  Monster  of  that  region ;  the  Patriarch  of  all  the  Mon- 
sters, little  as  he  dreams  of  being  such.    An  Angel  of  Heaven 
the  poor  caitiff  dreams  himself  rather,  and  in  cheery  moments 
is  conscious  of  being :  —  Bedlam  holds  in  it  no  madder  article. 
And  I  often  think  he  will  again  need  to  be  tied  up  (feeble  as 
he  now  is  in  comparison,  disinclined  though  men  are  to  mana- 
cling and  tying) ;  so  many  helpless  infirm  souls  are  wandering 
about,  not  knowing  their  right  hand  from  their  left,  who  fall 
a  prey  to  him.     "  Ulnfdme  **  I  also  name  him,  —  knowing  well 
enough  how  little  he,  in  his  poor  muddled,  drugged  and  stupe- 
fied mind,  is  conscious  of  deserving  that  name.    More  signal 
enemy  to  €k>d,  and  friend  of  the  Other  Party,  walks  not  the 
Earth  in  our  day. 

Anarchy  in  the  shape  of  religious  slavery  was  what  Voltaire 
and  Friedrich  saw  all  round  them.  Anarchy  in  the  shape  of 
Bevolt  against  Authorities  was  what  Friedrich  and  Voltaire 
had  never  dreamed  of  as  possible,  and  had  not  in  their  minds 
the  least  idea  of.  In  one,  or  perhaps  two  places  you  may  find 
in  Voltaire  a  grim  and  rather  glad  forethought;  not  given  oak 
18  prophecy,  but  felt  as  interior  assurance  in  a  moment  of 
hope,  How  these  Priestly  Sham  Hierarchies  will  be  pulled  to 
pieoesy  probably  on  the  sudden,  once  people  are  awake  to  them. 
Tee,  my  much-suffering  M.  de  Voltaire^  be  pulled  to  pieccts;  of 


184  AFTERNOON  AND  EVENING.  "ooi. 

ITSS. 

go  alofty  like  the  awakening  of  VesuviiiSy  one  day,—- VesaTini 
awakening  after  ten  centuries  of  slumber,  when  his  crater  is 
all  grown  grassy,  bushy,  copiously  ''  tenanted  by  wolves"  I  am 
told ;  which,  after  premonitory  grumblings,  heeded  by  no  wolf 
or  bush,  he  will  hurl  bodily  aloft,  ten  acres  at  a  time,  in  a  very 
tremendous  manner !  ^  A  thought  like  this,  about  the  Priestly 
'  Sham-Hierarchies,  I  have  found  somewhere  in  Voltaire :  but 
of  the  Social  and  Ciyic  Sham-Hierarchies  (which  are  likewise 
accursed,  if  they  knew  it,  and  indeed  are  junior  co-partners  of 
the  Priestly ;  and,  in  a  sense,  sons  and  products  of  them,  and 
cannot  escape  being  partakers  of  their  plagues),  there  is  no 
hint  in  Voltaire,  though  Voltaire  stood  at  last  only  fifteen 
years  from  the  Fact  (1778-1793);  nor  in  Friedrich,  though 
he  liyed  almost  to  see  the  Fact  beginning. 

Friedrich's  History  being  henceforth  that  of  a  Prussian 
King,  is  interesting  to  Prussia  chiefly,  and  to  us  little  other- 
wise than  as  the  Biography  of  a  distinguished  fellow-man, 
Friedrich's  Biography,   his  Physiognomy  as  he   grows  old, 
quietly  on  his  own  harvest-field,  among  his  own  People :  this 
has  still  an  interest,  and  for  any  feature  of  this  we  shall  be 
eager  enough ;  but  this  withal  is  the  most  of  what  we  now 
want.    And  not  very  much  even  of  this ;  Friedrich  the  unique 
King  not  having  as  a  man  any  such  depth  and  singularity, 
tragic,  humorous,  devotionally  pious,  or  other,  as  to  authorize 
much  painting  in  that  aspect.    Extreme  brevity  beseems  us  in 
these  circumstances  :  and  indeed  there  are,  —  as  has  already 
happened  in  different  parts  of  this  Enterprise  (Nature  herself, 
in  her  silent  way,  being  always  something  of  an  Artist  in  such 
things),  —  other  circumstances,  which  leave  us  no  choice  as  to 
that  of  detail.     Available  details,  if  we  wished  to  give  them^ 
of  Friedrich's  later  Life,  are  not  forthcoming :  masses  of  in 
oondite  marine-stores,  tumbled  out  on  you,  dry  rubbish  she 
with  uncommon  diligence  for  a  hundred  years,  till,  for  Bu^ 
bish-Pelion  piled  on  Rubbish-Ossa,  you  lose  sight  of  the  sts 
and  azimuths ;  whole  mountain  continents,  seemingly  all 
cinders  and  sweepings  (though  fragments  and  remnants  do 

^  lint  modem  Eraption  of  VMarioB,  a.d.  1631,  after  long  iaftenral  of  i 
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li^dffl,  oonld  yon  find  them  again); — these  are  not  details 
tbit  irill  be  anulable  I  Anecdotes  there  are  In  qmmtitjr ;  but 
of  nnfffrtain  quality ;  of  doubtful  authenticity,  above  alL  One 
neoUeets  hardly  any  Anecdote  whatever  that  saeins  completely 
cndiUe^  or  renders  to  us  the  Physiognomy  of  Friedrich  in  a 
cosTiiunng  manner.  So  remiss  a  creature  has  the  Prussian 
Clio  been,  —  employed  on  all  kinds  of  loose  errands  orer  the 
Earth  and  the  Air ;  and  as  good  as  altogether  negligent  of  this 
ooft  pressing  errand  in  her  own  House.  Peace  be  with  her, 
poor  itnt;  vhy  should  we  say  one  other  hard  word  on  taking 
Wye  of  her  to  all  eternity !  — 

Tbe  Practical  fact  is,  what  we  have  henceforth  to  produce 
a  more  of  the  nature  of  a  loose  Appendix  of  Papers,  than  of 
a  Gnjahed  Narrative.     Loose  Papers,  —  which,  we  will  hope, 
Uie  leader  can,  by  industry,  be  made  to  understand  and  toler- 
ite:  more  we  cannot  do  for  him.     No  continuous  Narrative 
it  lieneef ortfa  possible  to  us.     For  the  sake  of  Friedrich's  clos- 
ing Epoch,  we  will  visit,  for  the  last  time,  that  dreary  imbroglio 
Koder  which  the  memory  of  Friedrich,  which  ought  to  have 
been,  in  all  the  epochs  of  it,  bright  and  legible,  lies  buried ; 
ud  will  try  to  gather,  as  heretofore,  and  put  under  labels. 
What  dwells  with  oneself  as  human  may  have  some  chance  to 
be  humanly  interesting.    In  the  wildest  chaos  of  marine-stores 
ud  editorial  shortcomings  (provided  only  the  editors  speak 
truth,  as  these  poor  fellows  do)  this  can  be  done.     Fart  the 
living  from  the  dead ;  pick  out  what  has  some  meaning,  leave 
carefully  what  has  none  ;  you  will  in  some  small  measure  pluck 
up  the  memory  of  a  hero,  like  drowned  honor  bj  tlit  locks,  and 
rescue  it  into  visibility. 


That  Friedrich,  on  reaching  home,  made  haste  to  get  out  at 
the  bustle  of  joyances  and  exclanLitions  on  the  sti«eUl: 
ceeded  straight  to  his  music^chapel  iti  Charlotteobai& 
BMHuag  the  Artists,  or  having  then^  already  summoo 
had  tliere,all  alone,  sitting  invisible  wrajjt  in  his  ploak. 
or  iomebo^B  grand  Te-Deum  pealed  oiit  to  him,  in 
melody,  —  SooUungand  salutary  to  tip  altered 
xaaj  things,  —  is  a  popular  myth,  of  piett/ 


t  out  o( 
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character ;  but  a  myth  only,  with  no  real  f oundation,  though 
it  has  some  loose  and  apparent.^  No  doubt^  Friediich  had  his 
own  thoughts  on  entering  Berlin  again,  after  such  a  Yoyage 
through  the  deeps ;  himself,  his  Country  still  here,  though 
solitary  and  in  a  world  of  wild  shipwrecks.  He  was  not  with- 
out piety ;  but  it  did  not  take  the  devotional  form,  and  his 
habits  had  nothing  of  the  clerical. 

What  is  perfectly  known,  and  much  better  worth  knowing, 
is  the  instantaneous  practical  alacrity  with  which  he  set  about 
repairing  that  immense  miscellany  of  ruin ;  and  the  surprising 
success  he  had  in  dealing  with  it.  His  methods,  his  rapid 
inventions  and  procedures,  in  this  matter,  are  still  memorable 
to  Prussia ;  and  perhaps  might  with  advantage  be  better  known 
than  they  are  in  some  other  Countries.  To  us,  what  is  all  we 
can  do  with  them  here,  they  will  indicate  that  this  is  still  the 
old  Friedrich,  with  his  old  activities  and  promptitudes ;  which 
indeed  continue  unabated,  lively  in  Peace  as  in  War,  to  the 
end  of  his  life  and  reign. 

The  speed  with  which  Prussia  recovered  was  extraordinary. 
Within  little  more  than  a  year  (June  1st,  1764),  the  Coin  was 
all  in  order  again  ;  in  1765,  the  King  had  rebuilt,  not  to  men- 
tion other  things,  "in  Silesia  8,000  Houses,  in  Pommem 
6,600."  *  Prussia  has  been  a  meritorious  Nation ;  and,  however 
cut  and  ruined,  is  and  was  in  a  healthy  state,  capable  of  re- 
covering soon.  Prussia  has  defended  itself  against  overwhelm- 
ing odds,  —  brave  Prussia ;  but  the  real  soul  of  its  merit  was 
that  of  having  merited  such  a  King  to  command  it.  Without 
this  King,  all  its  valors,  disciplines,  resources  of  war,  would 
have  availed  Prussia  little.  No  wonder  Prussia  has  still  a 
loyalty  to  its  great  Friedrich,  to  its  Hohenzollem  Sovereigns 
generally.  Without  these  Hohenzollems,  Prussia  had  been, 
what  we  long  ago  saw  it,  the  unluckiest  of  Grerman  Provinces; 
and  could  never  have  had  the  pretension  to  exist  as  a  Nation 
at  all.  Without  this  particular  Hohenzollem,  it  had  been 
trampled  out  again,  after  apparently  succeeding.  To  have 
achieved  a  Friedrich  the  Second  for  King  over  it,  was  Prussia's 
grand  merit. 

1  In  Pmiff,  IL  46,  aU  the  detailB  of  it.  *  Bodenbeck,  iL  S34,  S61. 
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An  accidental  merit,  thinks  the  reader  ?  No,  reader,  jon 
may  believe  me,  it  is  by  no  means  altogether  such.  Nay,  I 
rather  think,  could  we  look  into  the  Account-Books  of  the  Re- 
cording Angel  for  a  course  of  centuries,  no  part  of  it  is  such ! 
There  are  Nations  in  which  a  Friedrich  is,  or  can  be,  possible ; 
and  again  there  are  Nations  in  which  he  is  not  and  cannot. 
To  be  practically  reverent  of  Human  Worth  to  the  due  extent, 
and  abhorrent  of  Human  Want  of  Worth  in  the  like  proportion, 
do  you  understand  that  art  at  all  ?  I  fear,  not,  —  or  that  you 
are  much  forgetting  it  again !  Human  Merit,  do  you  reaUy  love 
it  enough,  think  you ;  —  human  Scoundrelism  (brought  to  the 
dock  for  you,  and  branded  as  scoundrel),  do  you  even  abhor  it 
enough  ?  Without  that  reverence  and  its  corresponding  oppo- 
site-pole of  abhorrence,  there  is  simply  no  possibility  left. 
That,  my  friend,  is  the  outcome  and  summary  of  all  virtues 
in  this  world,  for  a  man  or  for  a  Nation  of  men.  It  is  the 
supreme  strength  and  glory  of  a  Nation ;  —  without  which, 
indeed,  all  other  strengths,  and  enormities  of  bullion  and 
arsenals  and  warehouses,  are  no  strength.  None,  I  should 
say ;  —  and  are  of tenest  even  the  reverse. 

Nations  who  have  lost  this  quality,  or  who  never  had  it, 
what  Friedrich  can  they  hope  to  be  possible  among  them? 
Age  after  age  they  grind  down  their  Friedrichs  contentedly 
under  the  hoofs  of  cattle  on  their  highways ;  and  even  find  it 
an  excellent  practice,  and  pride  themselves  on  Liberty  and 
Equality.  Most  certain  it  is,  there  will  no  Friedrich  come  to 
rule  there ;  by  and  by,  there  will  none  be  born  there.  Such 
Nations  cannot  have  a  King  to  command  them  ;  can  only  have 
this  or  the  other  scandalous  swindling  Copper  Captain,  consti* 
tutional  Gilt  Mountebank,  or  other  the  like  unsalutary  entity 
by  way  of  King ;  and  the  sins  of  the  fathers  are  visited  upon 
the  children  in  a  frightful  and  tragical  manner,  little  noticed 
in  the  Penny  Newspapers  and  Periodical  Literatures  of  this 
generation.  Oh,  my  friends — I  But  there  is  plain 
waiting  us  at  hand. 
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CHAPTER  n. 

REPAIRING   OF   A   RUINED   PRUSSIA. 

That  of  Friedrich's  sitting  wrapt  in  a  cloud  of  reflections 
Olympian-Abysmal,  in  the  musio-chapel  at  Charlottenburg, 
while  he  had  the  Ambrosian  Song  executed  for  him  there,  as 
the  preliminary  step,  was  a  loose  myth ;  but  the  fact  lying 
under  it  is  abundantly  certain.  Few  Sons  of  Adam  had  more 
reason  for  a  piously  thankful  feeling  towards  the  Past,  a 
piously  valiant  towards  the  Future.  What  king  or  man  had 
seen  himself  delivered  from  such  strangling  imbroglios  of  de- 
struction, such  devouring  rages  of  a  hostile  world  ?  And  the 
ruin  worked  by  them  lay  monstrous  and  appalling  all  round. 
Friedrich  is  now  Fifty-one  gone ;  unusually  old  for  his  age ; 
feels  himself  an  old  man,  broken  with  years  and  toils ;  and 
here  lies  his  Kingdom  in  haggard  slashed  condition,  worn  to 
skin  and  bone :  How  is  the  King,  resourceless,  to  remedy  it  ? 
That  is  now  the  seemingly  impossible  problem.  "  Begin  it,  — 
thereby  alone  will  it  ever  cease  to  be  impossible  ! ''  Friedrich 
begins,  we  may  say,  on  the  first  morrow  morning.  Labors  at 
his  problem,  as  he  did  in  the  march  to  Leuthen ;  finds  it  to 
become  more  possible,  day  after  day,  month  after  month,  the 
farther  he  strives  with  it. 

"  Why  not  leave  it  to  Nature  ? "  think  many,  with  the 
Dismal  Science  at  their  elbow.  Well ;  that  was  the  easiest 
plan,  but  it  was  not  Friedrich's.  His  remaining  moneys,  25 
million  thalers  ready  for  a  Campaign  which  has  not  come^  he 
distributes  to  the  most  necessitous  :  "  all  his  artillery-horses  '* 
are  parted  into  plough-teams,  and  given  to  those  who  can  other- 
wise get  none:  think  what  a  fine  figure  of  rye  and  barley, 
instead  of  mere  windlestraws,  beggary  and  desolation,  was 
realized  by  that  act  alone.  Nature  is  ready  to  do  much ;  will 
of  herself  cover,  with  some  veil  of  grass  and  lichen,  the  naked- 
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neti  of  rain :  but  her  victorioos  act,  when  she  cui  looomplish 
it)  is  that  of  getting  you  to  go  with  her  handsomelT,  and  chaii^ 
disaster  itself  into  new  wealth.    Into  new  wisdom  and  Talor^ 
which  are  wealth  in  all  kinds ;  California  mere  zero  to  thorn, 
zero,  or  even  a  frightful  minus  quantity !    Friedrich^s  proced- 
ures in  this  matter  I  believe  to  be  little  less  didactio  than 
those  other,  which  are  so  celebrated  in  War :  but  no  Dryas-^ 
dost,  not  even  a  Dryasdust  of  the  Dismal  Science,  has  gone 
into  them,  rendered  men  familiar  with  them  in  their  details 
^d  results.    His  Silesian  Land-Bank  (joint-stock  Moneys,  lent 
on  security  of  Land)  was  of  itself,  had  I  room  to  explain  it,  an 
inunense  furtherance.^    Friedrich,  many  tell  us,  was  as  groat 
in  Peace  as  in  War  :  and  truly,  in  the  economic  and  material 
provinces,  my  own  impression,  gathered  painfully  in  darknesK, 
•nd  contradiction  of  the  Dismal-Science  Doctors,  is  mtioh  t.o 
that  effect.    A  first-rate  Husbandman  (as  his  Father  had  lioen)  { 
who  not  only  defended  his  Nation,  but  made  it  rich  l>eyon«l 
what  seemed  possible ;  and  diligently  sowed  annuals  into  iU 
and  perennials  which  flourish  aloft  at  this  day. 

Mirabeau's  Monarchie  Frussienne,  in  8  thick  VoluniciR  8vf),  — 
composed,  or  hastily  cobbled  together,  some  Twenty  ynar«  aff^r 
this  period,  —  contains  the  best  tabular  view  ono  anywlinrn 
gets  of  Friedrich's  economics,  military    and    oth^T  praiM.ii'nl 
methods  and  resources:  —  solid  exact  Tables  thcmn  an%  anil  in 
telligent  intelligible  descriptions,  done  by  Mauvillon   W/r,  Mim 
same  punctual  Major  Mauvillon  who  used  Uj  niUMul  im  )ff  lhik'« 
Ferdinand's  War; — and  so  far  as  Miraljf»aii  is  fifjtu'prim),  fli*» 
Work  consists  farther  of  a  certain  small  K««ay  thtiw  hi  Mi? 
type,  shoved  into  the  belly  of  each  Volnm^,  an/l  ^l/»f(ff^ff^v 
recommending,  with  respectful  censiireji  and  rcprrHA  nv^r  \ft)ht\ 
rich,  the  Gospel  of  Free  Trade,  dear  Ut  Fay^a  Mir  i)^^fw     '('fif 
Son  is  himself  a  convert ;  far  abovf!  lyin^,  p^pu  t/»  pl<.?i«<f»  Vupn 
bat  one  can  see,  the  thought  of  Papa  cfiv^s  h'uti  uf^w  Dth  hf 
expression.    They  are  eloquf^nt,  mfiffifftdly  .^ff<»f»{/  fCfl-iM/'^.  Hi/.*!/. 
of  Hirabeau  Junior  upon  Free  Trade:      th^y  Mffdn'in,  Iff  hhti 
densed  shape,  everything  we  w^t^  privil^^M  t/t  ht^m,  ♦^/M'^flfv' 
yean  later,  from  all  organs,  crj«vth-hoTn«?,  '\^wn  hf>f  pn  f»fi/f  n^fttf 

fit  7$;  (Ewtru  4$  FfMfif,  /}.  M. 
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nel-pipeSy  jpro  and  contra^  on  the  same  sublime  subject :  "  Grod 
is  great,  and  Plugson  of  Undershot  is  his  Prophet.  Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  Buy  in  the  cheapest  market,  sell  in  the  dearest ! " 

To  which  the  afflicted  human  mind  listens  what  it  can; 

and  after  seventy  years,  mournfully  asks  itself  and  Mirabeau, 
"  M.  le  Comte,  would  there  have  been  in  Prussia,  for  example, 
any  Trade  at  all,  any  Nation  at  all,  had  it  always  been  left 
'  Free '  ?  There  would  have  been  mere  sand  and  quagmire, 
and  a  community  of  wolves  and  bisons,  M.  le  Comte.  Have 
the  goodness  to  terminate  that  Litany,  and  take  up  another  I  " 

We  said,  Friedrich  began  his  problem  on  the  first  morrow 
morning  j  and  that  is  literally  true,  that  or  even  more.  Here 
is  how  Friedrich  takes  his  stand  amid  the  wreck,  speedy 
enough  to  begin  :  this  view  of  our  old  friend  Nussler  and  bim 
is  one  of  the  Pieces  we  can  give,  —  thanks  to  Herr  Busching 
and  his  Beitrage  for  the  last  time  !  Nussler  is  now  something 
of  a  Country  Gentleman,  so  to  speak;  has  a  pleasant  place 
out  to  east  of  Berlin ;  is  Landrath  (County  Chairman)  there, 
"  Landrath  of  Nether-Barnim  Circle ; "  where  we  heard  of  the 
Cossacks  spoiling  him  :  he,  as  who  not,  has  suffered  dreadfully 
in  these  tumults.     Here  is  Busching's  welcome  Account. 

Landrath  Nussler  and  the  King  (30th  March-3d  April, 

1763). 

^^  March  30th,  1763,  Friedrich,  on  his  return  to  Berlin,  came 
by  the  route  of  Tassdorf," — Tassdorf,  in  Nether-Barnim  Circle 
(40  odd  miles  from  Frankfurt,  and  above  16  from  Berlin)  ;  — 
"  and  changed  horses  there.  During  this  little  pause,  among  a 
crowd  assembled  to  see  him,  he  was  addressed  by  Nussler,  Land- 
rath of  the  Circle,  who  had  a  very  piteous  story  to  tell.  Nussler 
wished  the  King  joy  of  his  noble  victories,  and  of  the  glorious 
Peace  at  last  achieved:  'May  your  Majesty  reign  in  health 
and  happiness  over  us  many  years,  to  the  blessing  of  us  all ! ' 
—  and  recommended  to  his  gracious  care  the  extremely  ruined, 
and,  especially  by  the  Russians,  uncommonly  devastated  Circle, 
for  which/'  continues  Busching  *^  this  industrious  Landrath  had 
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not  hitherto  been  able  to  extract  any  effective  help."  Gener- 
ally for  the  Provinces  wasted  by  the  Russians  there  had  al- 
ready some  poor  aOO.OOO  thalers  (£45,000)  been  allowed  by  a 
helpfol  Majesty,  not  over-rich  himself  at  the  moment;  and  of 
this,  Xether-Bamim  no  doubt  gets  its  share :  but  what  is  this 
to  such  ruin  as  there  is  ?  A  mere  preliminary  drop,  instead  of 
the  bucket  and  buckets  we  need  !  — ^BUsching,  a  dull|  though 
solid  accurate  kind  of  man,  heavy-footed,  and  yet  always  in 
a  hurry,  always  slipshod,  has  nothing  of  dramatic  here ;  far 
from  it;  but  the  facts  themselves  fall  naturally  into  that 
form,  —  in  Three  Scenes :  — 

L  Tassdoff  (still  two  hours  from  Berlin),  Kin^y  NU$$Ur 
and  a  Crowd  of  People j  Nilssler  alone  daring  to  speak. 

King  (from  his  Carriage,  ostlers  making  despatch).  ^  What 
is  your  Circle  most  short  of  ?  " 

Landraih  NHssler,  ^  Of  horses  for  ploughing  the  seedfieldiy 
of  rye  to  sow  them,  and  of  bread  till  the  crops  come.^ 

King.  ^  Rye  for  bread,  and  to  sow  with,  I  will  give ;  with 
horses  I  cannot  assist." 

yUssler.  "  On  representation  of  Privy-Councillor  von  hrtntk^ 
enhof  [the  Minister  concerned  with  such  things],  yrnir  Maj««ty 
has  been  pleased  to  give  the  Neumark  and  Pomnuimi  an  alb/w. 
anoe  of  Artillery  and  Commissariat  Hr>raes :  bat  ytpfjr  N^b^T' 
Bamim,  nobody  will  speak  for  it ;  anrl  anlefia  your  Mzynfty^i^ 
gracious  self  pleacki  to  take  phj  on  it,  y^b^-Kamim  in  hM  I  ^ 
(A  great  many  tEdn^  mor*;  hf:  slai/Ij  in  pT«4«»/A  fd  a  larsp^ 
crowd  of  men  who  La<I  gruihj^^r^i  tfjnnA  thk  Kia^a  Cama^  an 
the  horses  were  keinj^  cruLo^p^l ;  aori  \yjkp:  with  AtiAh  tfit^:^.  ai^ 
frankness  that  the  Kin.^  'v.u  xnrorj^^  and  xkkM  y -• 

A7a^.  "  Who  ar%  jo«i  ?  *  'Ijaa  if^r^^x^i  nti/r  l/zr*  jr-vnnry>alr^ 
man  ^) 

NummUt.  - 1  am  n'cA  y=i:w:.»r  i^Juo  w«  \.\f^kj  -rr^Aigr*.  U,  tMa%^ 
age  the  Fixing  of  thit  Jr.^Jiuui  Vx^.rm'.xnt^  f/,f  7^^.r  i(*:«f7 '  ** 

King.  *^Ja,j^nfiw  I  Ir.Vinr  i^^i  ^mpuc'  fcr..\^  ta^.  ^\  fM 
T^ndraths  of  tLe  Karaiaaric  '}€xt^x  ^^  hfxc^.^.fA\fv  ^tf/^^. 
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King.  ^^  Send  off  estaf ettes  for  those  two  to  come  at  once 
to  Berlin ;  and  on  Thursday/'  day  after  to-morrow, "  come  your- 
self, with  all  the  others,  to  the  Schloss  to  me :  I  will  then  have 
some  closer  conversation,  and  say  what  I  can  and  will  do  for 
helping  of  the  country  "  (King's  Carriage  rolls  away,  with  low 
bows  and  blessings  from  Kiissler  and  everybody). 

II.  Thursday,  April  Ist,  Nussler  and  assembled  Landraths  at 
the  Schloss  of  Berlin,    To  them,  enter  King,  .  .  . 

iVtws^  (whom  they  have  appointed  spokesman).  .  .  .  "Your 
Majesty  has  given  us  Peace ;  you  will  also  give  us  Well-being 
in  the  Land  again :  we  leave  it  to  Highest-the-Same's  gracious 
judgment  [no  limit  to  Highest-the-Same's  power,  it  would 
seem]  what  you  will  vouchsafe  to  us  as  indemnification  for 
the  Russian  plunderings." 

Kin^,  "  Be  you  quiet ;  let  me  speak.  Have  you  got  a  pen- 
cil (Ma^  Er  crayon)  ?  Yes  !  Well  then,  write,  and  these  Gen- 
tlemen shall  dictate  to  you  :  — 

"*How  much  rye  for  bread;  How  much  for  seed;  How 
many  Horses,  Oxen,  Cows,  their  Circles  do  in  an  entirely 
pressing  way  require  ? ' 

"  Consider  all  that  to  the  bottom ;  and  come  to  me  again 
the  day  after  to-morrow.  But  see  that  you  fix  every  tiling 
with  the  utmost  exactitude,  for  I  cannot  give  much."  (JExit 
King.) 

Nussler  (to  the  Landraths).  "  Meine  Herren,  have  the  good- 
ness to  accompany  me  to  our  Landschaft  House  [we  have  a 
kind  of  County  HaU,  it  seems] ;  there  we  will  consider  every- 
thing." 

And  Niissler,  guiding  the  deliberations,  which  are  glad  to 
follow  him  on  every  point,  and  writing  as  Pro-Tempore  Secre- 
tary, has  all  things  brought  to  luminous  Protocol  in  the  course 
of  this  day  and  next. 

III.  Saturday,  April  3d,  in  the  Schloss  again:  Niissler  and 
Landraths.    To  them,  the  King, 

Nussler.  "  We  deliver  to  your  Majesty  the  written  Specifi- 
oation  you  were  graciously  pleased  to  command  of  us.    It  oon- 
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tains  oqIj  the  indispenaablert  things  that  the  Circles  ore  in 
need  of.  MGreorer,  it  regards  only  the  Stdnde  [richer  No- 
bilit73y  ^^  P^7  oontribntion ;  the  Gentry  [^Adel"],  and  other 
poor  people,  who  bare  been  utterly  plundered  out  by  the  Rus- 
sians, are  not  indnded  in  it :  —  the  Gentry  too  have  suffered 
veiT  much  by  the  War  and  the  Plundering." 

King.  "  What  Edelleute  that  are  members  of  Stands  havt* 
you  [i'r]  got  in  your  Circle  ?  " 

yHssltr  (names  them ;  and,  as  finis  of  the  list,  adds) :  .  .  . 
"  I  myself,  too,  your  Majesty,  I  have  suffered  more  tlian  any- 
body :  I  absolutely  could  not  furnish  those  4,000  bushels  of 
mesd  ordered  of  me  by  the  Russians ;  upon  which  they  —  " 

King,  ^  I  cannot  give  to  all :  but  if  you  have  poor  Nobles 
in  your  Circle,  who  can  in  no  way  help  themselves,  I  will  give 
them  something." 

yOssler  (has  not  any  in  Nether-Bamim  who  are  altogether 
in  that  extreme  predicament;  but  knows  several  in  I^ebus 
Circle,  names  them  to  the  King ;  —  and  turning  to  the  Land- 
rath  of  Lebus,  and  to  another  who  is  mute) :  **  Herr,  you  can 
name  some  more  in  Lebus ;  and  you,  in  Teltow  Circle,  Herr 
Landrath,  since  his  Majesty  permits."  ...  In  a  word,  the 
King  having  informed  himself  and  declared  his  intention, 
Niissler  leads  the  Landraths  to  their  old  County  ILill,  and 
brings  to  Protocol  what  had  taken  place. 

Next  day,  the  Kammer  President  (Exchequer  President) 
Von  der  Groben,  had  Niissler,  with  other  Landraths,  to  din- 
ner.  During  dinner,  there  came  from  Head  Secretary  Eichel 
(Majesty's  unwearied  Clerk  of  the  Pells,  Sheepskins,  or  Por 
pen)  an  earnest  request  to  Von  der  Groben  for  help,  —  Eichel 
not  being  able  to  remember,  with  the  requisite  precision- 
everything  his  Majesty  had  bid  him  put  down  on  this  matter 
«You  will  go,  Herr  von  NUssler;  be  so  kind,  won't  you?» 
And  Niissler  went,  and  fully  illuminated  Eichel.  . 

To  the  poorest  of  the  Nobility,  HUsching  tells  us,  what  im 
otherwise  well  known,  the  King  gave  considerable  sums  •  to 
one  Circle  £12,000,  to  another  £9,000,  £6,000.  and  so'o^ 
By  help  of  which  bounties,  and  of  N  ussier  laUring  inces- 
•antly  with  all  his  strength,  Nieder-Bamim  Circle  got  on  it« 
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feet  agaiiiy  no  subject  having  been  entirely  mined,  but  all 
proving  able  to  recover.* 

This  Biisching  Fragment  is  not  in  the  style  of  the  Elder 
Dramatists,  or  for  the  Bankside  Theatre ;  but  this  represents 
a  Fact  which  befell  in  God's  Creation,  and  may  have  an  inter- 
est of  its  own  to  the  Practical  Soul,  especially  in  anarchic 
Countries,  far  advanced  in  the  "  Gold-nugget  and  Nothing  to 
Buy  with  if  Career  of  unexampled  Prosperities. 

On  these  same  errands  the  King  is  soon  going  on  an  Ii^. 
spection  Journey,  where  we  mean  to  accompany.    But  firs% 
one  word,  and  one  will  suffice,  on  the  debased  Coin.    Thxn 
Peace  was  no  sooner  signed,  than  Friedrich  proceeded  on  t^^ 
Coin.    The  third  week  after  his  arrival  home,  there  came  a\]^ 
a  salutary  Edict  on  it,  April  21st ;  King  eager  to  do  it  witli. 
out  loss  of  time,  yet  with  the  deliberation  requisite.    Not  at 
one  big  leap,  which  might  shake,  to  danger  of  oversetting^ 
much  commercial  arrangement ;  but  at  two  leaps,  with  a  half- 
way station  intervening.    Halfway  station,  with  a  new  coin- 
age ready,  much  purer  of  alloy  (and  marked  how  much,  for 
the  benefit  of  parties  with  accounts  to  settle),  is  to  commence 
on  IHnitatis  (Whitsunday)  instant;   from  and  after  Whit- 
sunday the  improved  new  coin  to  be  sole  legal  tender,  till  fa^ 
ther  notice.    Farther  notice  comes  accordingly,  within  a  year, 
March  29th,  1764 :   "  Pure  money  of  the  standard  of  1750 
[honest  silver  coinage  r  readers  may  remember  Linsenbarth, 
the  Candidatus  Theologice,  and  his  sack  of  Batzen,  confiscated 
at  the  Packhof]  shall  be  ready  on  the  1st  of  Jxine  instant;"* 
—  from  and  after  which  day  we  hear  no  more  of  that  sad 
matter.    Finished  off  in  about  fourteen  months.    Here,  meaih 
while,  is  the  Inspection  Journey. 

Kriegwath  Roden  and  the  King  (6th-13th  June,  1768). 

June  2dj  1763,  Friedrich  left  Potsdam  for  Westphalia;  p* 
as  far  as  Magdeburg  that  day.    Intends  seeing  into  matM 

1  BiiBchiDg,  Beitrage  (§  Niissler),  i.  401-405. 
*  Bodenbeck,  ii.  214,  234. 
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Meyen  to  remodel  these  into  a  more  distinct  condition/'  — 
we  may  now  introduce  the  Herr  Kriegsrath  Eoden,  a  subal- 
tern in  rank,  but  who  has  perhaps  a  better  head  than  Meyen, 
to  judge  of  these  J^tats.  Roden  himself  shall  now  report. 
This  is  the  Boyal  Dialogue  with  Boden ;  accurately  preserved 
for  us  by  him ;  — I  wish  it  had  been  better  worth  the  reader's 
trouble ;  but  its  perfect  credibility  in  every  point  will  be  some 
recommendation  to  it. 

^Monday,  6th  June,  1763,  about  11  a.m.,  his  Majesty  arrived 
in  Wesel,"  says  Boden  (confirming  to  us  the  authentic  Third- 
Party)  J  "  I  waited  on  Adjutant-General  Colonel  von  Anhalt 
to  announce  myself;  who  referred  me  to  Kriegsrath  Coper 
["  mein  Segreter  Koper  "  is  a  name  we  have  heard  before],  who 
told  me  to  be  ready  so  soon  as  Dinner  should  be  over.  Dinner 
was  no  sooner  over  [2  p.m.  or  so],  than  the  Herr  Kammer- 
Director  Meyen  with  his  £tats  was  called  in.  His  Majesty 
was  not  content  with  these,  Herr  Meyen  was  told ;  and  they 
were  to  be  remodelled  into  a  more  distinct  condition.  The 
instant  Herr  Meyen  stept  out,  I  was  called  in.  His  Majesty 
was  standing  with  his  back  to  the  fire;    and  said:  — 

King,  "' Come  nearer  [Roden  comes  nearer]..  Prince  Fer- 
dinand [of  Brunswick,  whom  we  generally  call  Duke  and  great, 
to  distinguish  him  from  a  little  Prussian  Prince  Ferdinand] 
has  told  me  much  good  of  you :  where  do  you  come  from  ? ' 

Roden,  " '  From  Soest '  [venerable  "  stone-old  "  little  Town, 
in  Vellinghausen  region]. 

King,  " '  Did  you  get  my  Letter  ?  * 

Roden,  "  *  Yea,  Ihro  Majestdt,^ 

King,  "  *  I  will  give  you  some  employment  Have  you  got 
a  pencil  ? ' 

Roden,  "  *  Yea'  [and  took  out  his  Note-book  and  tools,  which 
he  had  "  bought  in  a  shop  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before"]. 

King,  " '  Listen.  By  the  War  many  Houses  have  got  ru- 
ined :  I  mean  that  they  shall  be  put  in  order  again ;  for  which 
end, — to  those  that  cannot  themselves  help,  particularly  to 
Soest,  Hamm,  Liinen  and  in  part  Wesel,  as  places  that  have 
suffered  most,  —  I  intend  to  give  the  moneys.    Now  you  must 


.^ 
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King.  <<' Epidemic  diseases  they  might  have  got  without  a 
Battle  [dislikes  hearing  ill  of  the  soldier  trade].  I  will  have 
Order  sent  to  the  Cleye  Kammer,  Not  to  lay  hindrance  in  your 
way,  but  the  contrary.  Now  (jod  keep  you  {Gott  bewahre 
Ihn).*"  —  Exit  Eoden;  —  ^^ darauf  retirirte  michy^^  says  he;  — 
but  will  reappear  shortly. 

Sunday,  12th  June,  is  the  sixth  day  hence ;  later  than  the 
end  of  Sunday  is  not  permissible  to  swift  Koden ;  nor  does  he 
need  it. 

Friday,  10th,  Friedrich  left  Wesel;  crossed  the  Rhine,  in- 
tending for  Cleve ;  went  by  Crefeld,  —  at  Cref eld  had  view  of 
another  BcUtU-field,  under  good  ciceroneship ;  remarks  or  cir- 
cumstances otherwise  not  given :  —  and,  next  day,  Saturday, 
11th,  picked  up  IVAlembert,  who,  by  appointment,  is  proceed- 
ing towards  Potsdam,  at  a  more  leisurely  rate.  That  same 
Saturday,  after  much  business  done,  the  King  was  at  Kempen, 
thence  at  Greldem ;  speeding  for  Cleve  itself,  due  there  that 
night.  At  Geldem,  we  say,  he  picked  up  D'Alembert ;  —  con- 
cerning whom,  more  by  and  by.  And  finally,  "  on  Saturday 
night,  about  half-past  8,  the  King  entered  Cleve,"  amid  joy- 
ances  extraordinary,  but  did  not  alight ;  drove  direct  through 
by  the  Nassau  Gate,  and  took  quarter  "in  the  neighboring 
Country-house  of  Bellevue,  with  the  Dutch  Greneral  von  Spaen 
there,"  —  an  obliging  acquaintance  once,  while  LimUenant 
Spaen,  in  our  old  Crown-Prince  times  of  trouble!  Had  his 
year  in  Spandau  for  us  there,  while  poor  Katte  lost  his  head  ! 
To  whom,  I  have  heard,  the  King  talked  charmingly  on  this 
occasion,  but  was  silent  as  to  old  Potsdam  matters.^  — 

By  his  set  day,  Roden  is  also  in  Cleve,  punctual  man,  fin- 
ished or  just  finishing ;  and  ready  for  summons  by  his  Majesty. 
And  accordingly :  — 

"  Cleve,  Monday,  June  ISth,  At  9  in  the  morning,"  records 
he,  "  I  had  audience  of  the  King's  Majesty.  [In  Spaen's  Villa 
of  Bellevue,  shall  we  still  suppose  ?  Duke  Ferdinand,  Prince 
of  Prussia  and  the  rest,  have  bestowed  themselves  in  other  fit 
houses ;  D'Alembert  too,  —  who  is  to  make  direct  fur  Potsdam 

1  8apri^  viL  165. 
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hencef orthy  by  his  own  route ;  and  will  meet  us  on  arriving.]  — 
I  handed  him  my  Report,  with  the  Tabular  Schedule.  His 
Majesty  read  it  carefully  through,  in  my  presence ;  and  exam- 
ined all  of  it  with  strictness.  Was  pleased  to  signify  his  sat- 
isfaction with  my  work.  Resolved  to  allow  250,000  thalers 
(£37,500)  for  this  business  of  Rebuilding ;  gave  out  the  due 
Orders  to  his  Rammer,  in  consequence,  and  commanded  me  to 
arrange  with  the  Rammer  what  was  necessary.  This  done,  his 
Majesty  said :  — 

King.  " '  What  you  were  described  to  me,  I  find  you  to  be. 
You  are  a  diligent  laborious  man ;  I  must  have  you  nearer  to 
me ;  —  in  the  Berlin  Rammer  you  ought  to  be.  You  shall  have 
a  good,  a  right  good  Salary ;  your  Patent  I  will  give  you  gratis ; 
also  a  Vorspann-Pass  [Standing  Order  available  at  all  Prussian 
Post-Stations]  for  two  carriages  [rapid  Program  of  the  thing, 
though  yet  distant,  rising  in  the  Royal  fancy  !].  Now  serve 
on  as  faithfully  as  you  have  hitherto  done.' 

Boden.  " '  That  is  the  object  of  all  my  endeavors.' '' 
(Exit :  —  I  did  not  hear  specially  whitherward  just  now ;  but 
he  comes  to  be  supreme  Rammer-President  in  those  parts  by 
and  by.) 

^*  The  Herr  Rriegsrath  Coper  was  present,  and  noted  all  the 
Orders  to  be  expedited."  ^ 

These  snatches  of  notice  at  first-hand,  and  what  the  reader's 
fancy  may  make  of  these,  are  all  we  can  bestow  on  this  Sec- 
tion of  Friedrich's  Labors ;  which  is  naturally  more  interest- 
ing to  Prussian  readers  than  to  English.  He  has  himself  given 
lucid  and  eloquent  account  of  it,  —  Two  ample  Chapters,  "Des 
Finances  ;  "  "  Du  MUUaire,'^  *  —  altogether  pleasant  reading, 
should  there  still  be  curiosity  upon  it.  There  is  something  of 
flowingly  eloquent  in  Friedrich's  account  of  this  Battle  waged 
against  the  inanimate  Chaos ;  something  of  exultant  and  tri- 
umphant, not  noticeable  of  him  in  regard  to  his  other  Vioto- 
ries.    On  the  Leuthens,  Rossbachs,  he  is  always  cold  as  water, 


1  Preon,  tt.  44S ;  Bodenbeck,  ii.  217,  218  :  in  regard  to  irAleinbert,  iM 
iEw9nM  i€  FrMric,  xxiT.  190. 
<  (Em/rm  d$  FMhic,  y^.  73-90,  91-109. 
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and  nobody  could  gather  that  he  had  the  least  pleasure  in 
cording  them.  Not  so  here.  And  indeed  here  he  is  as  beauti- 
ful as  anywhere ;  and  the  reader,  as  a  general  son  of  Adam,  — 
proud  to  see  human  intellect  and  heroism  slaying  that  kind  of 
lionSy  and  doing  what  in  certain  sad  epochs  is  unanimously 
Toted  to  be  impossible  and  unattemptablci — exults  along  with 
him  J  and  perhaps  whispers  to  his  own  poor  heart,  nearly 
choked  by  the  immeasurable  imbroglio  of  Blue-books  and 
Parliamentary  Eloquences  which  for  the  present  encumber 
Heaven  and  Earth,  "  Meliora  speroJ^  To  Mirabeau,  the  fol- 
lowing details,  from  first-hand,  but  already  of  twenty-three 
years  distance,  were  not  known,^  while  he  sat  penning  those 
robust  Essays  on  the  Duty  of  Leave-Alone. 

^*  To  form  an  idea  of  the  general  subversion,"  says  the  King, 
in  regard  to  1763,  ^'  and  how  great  were  the  desolation  and 
discouragement,  you  must  represent  to  yourself  Countries  en^* 
tirely  ravaged,  the  very  traces  of  the  old  habitations  hardly 
discoverable ;  Towns,  some  ruined  from  top  to  bottom,  others 
half  destroyed  by  fire;  — 13,000  Houses,  of  which  the  very 
vestiges  were  gone.  No  field  in  seed ;  no  grain  for  the  food 
of  the  inhabitants ;  60,000  horses  needed,  if  there  was  to  be 
ploughing  carried  on :  in  the  Provinces  generally  Half  a  Mil- 
lion Population  (500,000)  less  than  in  1756,  —  that  is  to  say, 
upon  only  Four  Millions  and  a  Half,  the  ninth  man  was  want- 
ing. Noble  and  Peasant  had  been  pillaged,  ransomed,  foraged, 
eaten  out  by  so  many  different  Armies ;  nothing  now  left  them 
but  life  and  miserable  rags. 

"  There  was  no  credit  by  trading  people,  even  for  the  daily 
necessaries  of  life."  And  furthermore,  what  we  were  not  pre- 
pared for,  *'  No  police  in  the  Towns :  to  habits  of  equity  and 
order  had  succeeded  a  vile  greed  of  gain  and  an  anarchic  dis- 
order. The  Colleges  of  Justice  and  of  Finance  had,  by  these 
frequent  invasions  of  so  many  enemies,  been  reduced  to  in- 
action :  "  no  Judge,  in  many  places  not  even  a  Tax-gatherer : 

1  Appeared  first  \n  Tome  t.  of  "  OSuvrts  Potthumes  de  FrSdSrie  II."  (are  in 
Tome  yi.  of  PreuBs'i  Edition  of  (Euvret), "  Berlin,  1788 ;  "  —  abore  a  jear  altar 
^iirabeaa  had  left. 
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''the  silence  of  the  Laws  had  piodnced  in  the  people  a  taste 
for  license;  boondless  appetite  for  gaia  was  their  main  rule 
of  action:  the  noble,  the  merchant^  the  ^zmer,  the  labon^r. 
raising  emolonslj  each  the  prioe  of  his  conmuxiity,  seemed  to 
endeavor  only  for  their  matoal  min.  Such,  when  the  Wax 
ended,  was  the  fatal  spectacle  orer  these  Prorinces,  which  had 
once  been  so  flourishing:  howeTer  pathetic  the  description 
may  be,  it  will  never  approach  the  toaching  and  sorrowful 
impression  which  the  sight  of  it  produced.'' 

Fhedrich  found  that  it  woold  never  do  to  trust  to  the  mere 
aid  of  Time  in  such  circumstances :  at  the  end  of  the  Thirty- 
Years  War^  "  Time  "  had,  owing  to  absolute  want  of  money, 
been  the  one  recipe  of  the  Great  Elector  in  a  similar  case ; 
uid  Time  was  then  found  to  mean  ^  about  a  hundred  Years.*' 
Friedrich  found  that  he  must  at  once  step  in  with  active  rem- 
^es,  and  on  all  hands  strive  to  make  the  impossible  possible. 
Lockflj  he  had  in  readiness,  as  usual,  the  funds  for  an  Eighth 
Campaign,  had  such  been  needed.    Out  of  these  moneys  he 
proceeded  to  rebuild  the  Towns  and  Villages ;   ^'  from  the 
Corn-Stores   (granaries  d^ahondanee,^^  Crovemment    establish- 
ments gathered  from  plentiful  harvests  against  scarce,  ac- 
cording to  old  rule)  ''  were  taken  the  supplies  for  food  of  the 
people  and  sowing  of  the  ground :  the  horses  intended  for  the 
artillery,  baggage  and  commissariat,"  60,000  horses  we  have 
heard,  "  were  distributed  among  those  who  had  none,  to  l)e 
employed  in  tillage  of  the  land.     Silesia  was  discharged  from 
all  taxes  for  six  months ;  Pommem  and  the  Neumark  for  two 
years.     A   sum  of  about  Three  Million  sterling  [in   thalcrs 
20,389,000]  was  given  for  relief  of  the  Provinces,  and  as  ac- 
quittance of  the  impositions  the  Enemy  had  wrung  from  thoni. 
"(Sireat  as  was  this  expense,  it  was  necessary  and  indisjxin- 
sable.     The  condition  of  these  Provinces  after  the  P(»acu^  of 
Hubertsburg  recalled  what  we  know  of  them  when  tho  Pcaoo 
of  Mfinster  closed  the  famous  Thirty-Years  War.     On  that  oc- 
casion the  State  failed  of  help  from  want  of  meanH ;  whic^h  put 
it  out  of  the  Great  Elector's  power  to  assist  his  ])(H)])h) :  and 
what  happened?   That  a  whole  century  elapsed  Imforn    his 
Suocessors  could  restore  the  Towns  and  GhampaigiiK  to  what 
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they  were.  This  impressive  example  was  admonitory  to  the 
Eling:  that  to  repair  the  Public  Calamities^  assistance  must 
be  prompt  and  effective.  Repeated  gifts  (largesses)  restored 
courage  to  the  poor  Husbandmen,  who  began  to  despair  of 
their  lot;  by  the  helps  given,  hope  in  all  classes  sprang  up 
anew:  encouragement  of  labor  produced  activity;  love  of 
Country  rose  again  with  fresh  life  :  in  a  word  [within  the  sec- 
ond year  in  a  markedly  hopeful  manner,  and  within  seven 
years  altogether],  the  iields  were  cultivated  again,  manufac- 
turers had  resumed  their  work ;  and  the  Police,  once  more  in 
vigor,  corrected  by  degrees  the  vices  that  had  taken  root  dur- 
ing the  time  of  anarchy."  ^ 

To  Friedrich's  difficulties,  which  were  not  inconsiderable, 
mark  only  this  last  additament :  '^  During  this  War,  the  elder 
of  the  Councillors,  and  all  the  Ministers  of  the  Grand  Direo- 
torium  [centre  of  Prussian  Administration],  had  successively 
died :  and  in  such  time  of  trouble  it  had  been  impossible  to 
replace  them.  The  embarrassment  was.  To  find  persons  capa- 
ble of  filling  these  different  employments  [some  would  have 
very  soon  done  it,  your  Majesty ;  but  their  haste  would  not 
have  tended  to  speed!] — We  searched  the  Provinces  (on 
fouUla,  sifted),  where  good  heads  were  found  as  rare  as  in  the 
Capital:  at  length  five  Chief  Ministers  were  pitched  upon," 
—  who  prove  to  be  tolerable,  and  even  good.  Three  of  them 
were,  the  Vons  Blumenthal,  Massow,  Hagen,  unknown  to 
readers  here  :  fourth  and  fifth  were,  the  Von  Wedell  as  War- 
Minister,  once  Dictator  at  Zullichau ;  and  a  Von  der  Horst,  who 
had  what  we  might  partially  call  the  Home  Department,  and 
who  may  by  accident  once  or  so  be  namable  again. 

Nor  was  War  all,  says  the  King :  "  accidental  Fires  in 
different  places,"  while  we  struggled  to  repair  the  ravagings 
of  War,  "were  of  unexampled  frequency,  and  did  immense 
farther  damage.  From  1765  to  1769,  here  is  the  list  of  places 
burnt :  In  East  Preussen,  the  City  of  Konigsberg  twice  over ; 
in  Silesia,  the  Towns  of  Freystadt,  Ober-Glogau  [do  readers 
recollect  Manteuffel  of  Foot  and  "  Wir  woUen  ihm  was  "  / j| 

^  (Euvres  tie  Fridiric,  W.  74,  75. 
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Parchwitz,  Naumbarg-on-Queiss,  and  Goldberg ;  in  the  Mark, 
Nauen ;  in  the  Neumark,  Calies  and  a  part  of  Lansberg ;  in 
Pommem,  Belgard  and  Tempelburg.  These  accidents  required 
incessantly  new  expenditures  to  repair  them." 

Friedrich  was  not  the  least  of  a  Free  Trader,  except  where 
it  suited  him:  and  his  continual  subventions  and  donations, 
guidances,  encouragements,  commandings  and  prohibitions, 
wise  supervision  and  impulsion,  —  are  a  thing  I  should  like  to 
hear  an  intelligent  Mirabeau  (Junior  or  Senior)  discourse  upon, 
after  he  had  well  studied  them !  For  example :  *'  On  rendit  lea 
Fritres  utiles^  The  Priests,  Catholic  Priests,  were  turned  to 
use  by  obliging  all  the  rich  Abbeys  to  establish  manufactures : 
here  it  was  weavers  making  damasks  and  table-cloths ;  there 
oil-mills  [oil  from  linseed] ;  or  workers  in  copper,  wire-drawers ; 
as  sidted  the  localities  and  the  natural  products,  — the  flaxes 
and  the  metals,  with  water-power,  markets,  and  so  on/'  What 
a  charming  resuscitation  of  the  rich  Abbeys  from  their  dor^ 
mant  condition ! 

I  should  like  still  better  to  explain  how,  in  Lower  Silesia, 
^'  we  (on)  managed  to  increase  the  number  of  Husbandmen  by 
4,000  families.  You  will  be  surprised  how  it  was  possible  to 
multiply  to  this  extent  the  people  living  by  Agriculture  in  a 
Country  where  already  not  a  field  was  waste.  The  reason  was 
this.  Many  Lords  of  Land,  to  increase  their  Domain,  had  im- 
perceptibly appropriated  to  themselves  the  holdings  (terres)  of 
their  vassals.  Had  this  abuse  been  suffered  to  go  on,  in  time 
a  great "  —  But  the  commentary  needed  would  be  too  lengthy ; 
we  will  give  only  the  result :  "  In  the  long-run,  every  Village 
would  have  had  its  Lord,  but  there  would  have  been  no  tax- 
paying  Farmers  left."  The  Landlord,  ruler  of  these  Landless, 
might  himself  (as  Majesty  well  knows)  have  been  made  to  pay, 
had  that  been  all ;  but  it  was  not.  '<  To  possess  something ; 
that  is  what  makes  the  citizen  attached  to  his  Country ;  those 
who  have  no  property,  and  have  nothing  to  lose,  what  tie 
have  they  ?  "  A  weak  one,  in  comparison !  "  All  these  things 
being  represented  to  the  Landlord  Class,  their  own  advan- 
tage made  them  consent  to  replace  their  Peasants  on  the  old 
footing."  .  .  . 
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^To  make  head  against  so  many  extraordinaiy  demandsy" 
adds  the  King  (looking  over  to  a  new  Chapter,  that  of  the 
Military^  which  Department,  to  his  eyes,  was  not  less  shock* 
ingly  dilapidated  than  the  Civile  and  equally  or  more  needed 
instant  repair),  ''  new  resources  had  to  be  devised.  For,  be- 
sides what  was  needed  for  re-establishment  of  the  Provinces, 
new  Fortifications  were  necessary ;  and  all  our  Cannon,  evades 
(worn  too  wide  in  the  bore),  needed  to  be  refounded ;  which 
occasioned  considerable  new  expense.  This  led  us  to  improve- 
ment of  the  Excises," — concerning  which  there  will  have  to 
be  a  Section  by  itself. 

Cf  FriedricVs  new  JSxcise  St/stem. 

In  his  late  Inspection-Journey  to  Cleve  Country,  D'Alema 
bert,  from  Paris,  by  appointment  waited  for  the  King;* — 
picked  up  at  Greldern  (June  11th),  as  we  saw  above.  D'Alem- 
bert  got  to  Potsdam  June  22d ;  stayed  till  middle  of  August. 
He  had  met  the  King  once  before,  in  1755 ;  who  found  him 
"a  ban  gargon,^*  as  we  then  saw.  D^Alembert  was  always, 
since  that  time,  an  agreeable,  estimable  little  man  to  Friedrich. 
Age  now  about  forty-six ;  has  lately  refused  the  fine  Russian 
post  of  "Tutor  to  the  Czarowitsh"  (Czarowitsh  Paul,  poor 
little  Boy  of  eight  or  nine,  whom  we,  or  Herr  Busching  for  us, 
saw  galloping  about,  not  long  since,  "  in  his  dressing-gown," 
under  Panin's  Tutorage) ;  refuses  now,  in  a  delicate  gradual 
manner,  the  fine  Prussian  post  of  Perpetual  President,  or  Suc- 
cessor to  Maupertuis ;  —  definitely  preferring  his  frugal  pen- 
sions at  Paris,  and  garret  all  his  own  there.  Continues, 
especially  after  this  two  months'  visit  of  1763,  one  of  the 
King's  chief  correspondents  for  the  next  twenty  years.*  A 
man  of  much  clear  intellect;  a  thought  shrieky  in  his  ways 
sometimes ;  but  always  prudent,  rational,  polite,  and  loyally 

1  In  (EuvrtM  <U  FrMrie,  xxiv.  377-3S0  (D'Alembert's  fine  bits  of  Letters  in 
prospect  of  Potsdam,  "Paris,  7th  March-29th  April,  1763;"  and  two  smmU 
Notes  while  there.  "  Sans-Souci.  6th  July-15th  August,  1763  "). 

«  "  29th  October,  1788,"  D'Alembert  died  :  **  bom  16th  November,  1717  ; " 
—a  Fonndling,  as  is  well  known ;  *'  Mother  a  Sister  of  Cardinal  Taocin'as 
Father,"  accidental,  "  an  Officer  in  the  Artillery." 
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reoognixui^  FrHjozicr  at  &  jirtarannf  axsixm  n.  aiif  waziu.    Hflit 
is  a  word  of  l^'JLkmdiGEcr^  xd  Iffailumf  dc 


day  after  Ida  mcdvi^  Ihsb  : — 


into  tike  praises  of  thk  TThaib7''E±n^T^Bahxii,jinriumlBaBt^ 
<<  in  my  moa&  it  irright  be  amgriraintt :  1  'wiL  meROy  SBBd  ymi 
two  traits  of  Jojl^  widc^  wiB  'mflirnitf*  lis  wvr  of  'ddi&diig  jmci 
feeling.  Wbesi  I  spdkat  to  '^uxn  Tat  G^koartL  pndxaihr,  cm  aar 
first  meetingj  of  liie  j^aaj  ht  liad  aBgnired.  lie  aiiFwexod,  wiz^ 
the  greatest  simpliezlx^  J^mt  l^isre  waii  a  inriaiiE;  ttwwirnt  te 
be  deducted  from  said  s^kuy ;  i^uct  Qiumoe  came  in  lor  aibnoBt 
the  whole  of  it;  aod  i^uet  lie  woold  iaer  xs&ar  lisvv  done  B*- 
eine's  AtkaUe  than  aJl  lias  War :  — 4t^itfiSf  is  i^  woo^  1« 
likes,  and  le-ieads  iiftniiwd;  I  heLbrv?  yon  wan\  disi$ipro9« 
his  taste  thercL  The  ortixr  toot  I  have  to  |;h>e  yon  i&  Tliat  oa 
the  day  [15th  FefaroaiT  last^  of  nonrihinrng  l2ds  Peaoe.  whic^ 
is  so  glorioos  to  him,  some  cme  aaring.  *It  is  1^  finest  day  of 
your  Majesty's  life :  *  '  The  finest  day  of  Ziie,*  answtatd  he,  ^is 
the  day  on  which  one  qpJtB  it.'  .  .  . — JLdicin,  lladaizke.'^  ^ 

The  meeting  in  Clere  Goontzy  was,  no  dooblH  a  t«tt  imtty 
passage,  with  Two  pretty  Months  following; — and  if  it  be 
tme  that  Hdvetius  was  a  oonaeq[aeneey  the  Uth  of  June,  1763^ 
may  almost  claim  to  be  a  kind  of  epoch  in  Friedrich^s  later 
history.  The  opulent  and  ingenious  IL  HelTetinSy  who  wrote 
De  PEsprity  and  has  got  banished  fen-  that  feat  (lost  in  the 
gloom  of  London  in  those  months),  had  been  a  mighty  Tax* 
gatherer  as  well;  lyAlembert,  as  brother  Philosophe,  was 
familiar  with  Helyetiiis.  It  is  certain,  also,  Eling  Friedrichi 
at  this  time,  found  he  would  require  annually  two  million 
thalers  more; — where  to  get  them,  seemed  the  impossibility, 
A  General  Krockow,  who  had  long  been  in  French  Servioe, 
and  is  much  about  the  King,  was  often  recommending  the 
French  Excise  system ;  — he  is  the  Krockow  of  DomstHdtl^  and 

1  «  (Ewam  PotOmm  di  ITAkwAert  (Fteii,  1799).  L  197 : "  ciM  ia  Prtmi^ 
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that  Siege  of  Olmiitz,  memorable  to  some  of  us :  —  "A  wonder- 
ful Excise  system,"  Krockow  is  often  saying,  in  this  time  of 
straits.  "  Who  completely  understands  it  ?  "  the  King  might 
ask.  "Helvetius,  against  the  world!''  D'Alembert  could 
justly  answer.  "  Invite  Helvetius  to  leave  his  London  exile, 
and  accept  an  asylum  here,  where  he  may  be  of  vital  use  to 
me ! "  concludes  Friedrich. 

Helvetius  came  in  March,  1765 ;  stayed  till  June,  1766 :  *  — 
within  which  time  a  French  Excise  system,  which  he  had  been 
devising  and  putting  together,  had  just  got  in  gear,  and  been 
in  action  for  a  month,  to  Helvetius's  satisfaction.  Who  there- 
upon went  his  way,  and  never  returned;  —  taking  with  him, 
as  man  and  tax-gatherer,  the  King's  lasting  gratitude ;  but  by 
no  means  that  of  the  Prussian  Nation,  in  his  tax-gathering 
capacity !  All  Prussia,  or  all  of  it  that  fell  under  this  Hel- 
vetius Excise  system,  united  to  condemn  it,  in  all  manner  of 
dialects,  louder  and  louder:  here,  for  instance,  is  the  utter- 
ance of  Herr  Hamann,  himself  a  kind  of  Custom-house  Clerk 
(at  Konigsberg,  in  East  Preussen),  and  on  modest  terms  a 
Literary  man  of  real  merit  and  originality,  who  may  be  sup- 
posed to  understand  this  subject:  "And  so,"  says  Hamann, 
"the  State  has  declared  its  own  subjects  incapable  of  man- 
aging its  Finance  system ;  and  in  this  way  has  intrusted  its 
heart,  that  is  the  purse  of  its  subjects,  to  a  company  of  Foreign 
Scoundrels,  ignorant  of  everything  relating  to  it !  "  * 

This  lasted  all  Friedrich's  lifetime ;  and  gave  rise  to  not  a 
little  buzzing,  especially  in  its  primary  or  incipient  stages. 
It  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  unsuccessfulest  Finance  ad- 
ventures Friedrich  ever  engaged  in.  It  cost  his  subjects  infi- 
nite small  trouble ;  awakened  very  great  complaining ;  and, 
for  the  first  time,  real  discontent,  —  skin-deep  but  sincere  and 
universal,  —  against  the  misguided  Vater  Fritz.  Much  noisy 
absurdity  there  was  upon  it,  at  home,  and  especially  abroad : 
"Griping  miser,"  "greedy  tyrant,"  and  so  forth!  Deducting 
aU  which,  everybody  now  admits  that  Friedrich^s  aim  was 

1  Bodenbeck,  ii.  254  ;  Pretus,  iii.  11. 

*  "  Himann  to  Jacobi "  (aee  Pieius,  ill  1-35),  "  Konigiberg,  18th  Jaanazy, 
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excellent  and  proper;  but  nobody  denies  withal  that  the 
means  were  inconsiderate,  of  no  profit  in  proportion  to  the 
trouble  they  gave,  and  improper  to  adopt  unless  the  neoessity 
compelled. 

Friedrich  is  forbidden,  or  forbids  himself,  as  we  have  often 
mentioned,  to  impose  new  taxes:  and  nevertheless  now,  on 
calculations  deep,  minute  and  no  doubt  exact,  he  judges  That 
for  meeting  new  attacks  of  War  (or  being  ready  to  meet^  which 
will  oftenest  mean  averting  them),  — a  thing  which,  as  he  has 
just  seen,  may  concern  the  very  existence  of  the  State,  — it  is 
necessary  that  there  should  be  on  foot  such  and  such  quotities 
and  kinds  of  Soldiery  and  War-furniture,  visible  to  all  neigh- 
bors ;  and  privately  in  the  Treasury  never  less  than  such  and 
such  a  sum.  To  which  end  Arithmetic  declares  that  there  is 
required  about  Two  Million  thalers  more  of  yearly  revenue 
than  we  now  have.  And  where,  in  these  circumstances,  are 
the  means  of  raising  such  a  sum  ? 

Friedrich  imposes  no  new  taxes ;  but  there  may  be  stricter 
methods  of  levying  the  old ;  —  there  may,  and  in  fact  there 
must,  be  means  found  !  Friedrich  has  consulted  his  Finance 
Ministers ;  put  the  question  sertattm  to  these  wise  heads : 
they  answer  with  one  voice,  "There  are  no  means."*  Fried- 
rich, therefore,  has  recourse  to  Helvetius ;  who,  on  due  con- 
sideration, and  after  survey  of  much  documentary  and  tabulary 
raw-material,  is  of  opinion.  That  the  Prussian  Excises  would, 
if  levied  with  the  punctuality,  precision  and  vigilant  exacti- 
tude of  French  methods,  actually  yield  the  required  overplus. 
"  Organize  me  the  methods,  then ;  get  them  put  in  action 
here;  under  French  hands,  if  that  be  indispensable."  Hel- 
vetius bethought  him  of  what  fittest  French  hands  there  were 
to  his  knowledge,  —  in  France  there  are  a  great  many  hands 
flung  idle  in  the  present  downbreak  of  finance  there :  —  Hel- 
vetius appears  to  have  selected,  arranged  and  contrived  in 
this  matter  with  his  best  diligence.  De  Launay,  the  Head- 
engineer  of  the  thing,  was  admitted  by  all  Prussia,  after 
Twenty-two  years  unfriendly  experience  of  him,  to  have  been 
a  suitable  and  estimable  person  ;  a  man  of  judicious  ways,  of 

1  Bodenbeck,  \L  25S. 
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no  small  intelligence,  prudence,  and  of  very  great  skill  in 
administering  business. 

Head-engineer  De  Launay,  one  may  guess,  would  be  oon^ 
suited  by  Helvetius  in  choice  of  the  subaltern  Officials,  the 
stokers  and  steerers  in  this  new  Steam-Machinery,  which  had 
all  to  be  manned  from  France.  There  were  Four  heads  of 
departments  immediately  under  De  Launay,  or  scarcely  under 
him,  junior  brothers  rather: — who  chose  these  I  did  not 
hear ;  but  these  latter,  it  is  evident,  were  not  a  superior  quality 
of  people.  Of  these  Four,  —  all  at  very  high  salaries,  from 
De  Launay  downwards ;  "  higher  than  a  Prussian  Minister  of 
State ! "  murmured  the  public,  —  two,  within  the  first  year,  got 
into  quarrel ;  fought  a  duel,  fatal  to  one  of  them ;  so  that  there 
were  now  only  Three  left.  "  Three,  with  De  Launay,  will  do,** 
opined  Friedrich;  and  divided  the  vacant  salary  among  the 
survivors  :  in  which  form  tliey  had  at  least  no  more  duelling. 

As  to  the  subaltern  working-parties,  the  Visitateurs,  Conr 
troUeurs,  Jaugeurs  (Gangers),  Plombeurs  (Lead-stampers),  or 
the  strangest  kind  of  all,  called  '' Cellar-Kats  (Cammis  RaU- 
d^Cave)"  they  were  so  detested  and  exclaimed  against,  by 
a  Public  impatient  of  the  work  itself,  there  is  no  knowing 
what  their  degree  of  scoundrelism  was,  nor  even,  within  amaz- 
ingly wide  limits,  what  the  arithmetical  number  of  them  was. 
About  500  in  the  whole  of  Prussia,  says  a  quiet  Prussian,  who 
has  made  some  inquiry ;  *  1,500  says  Mirabeau ;  3,000  say 
other  exaggerative  persons,  or  even  5,000;  De  Launay's  ac- 
count is.  Not  at  any  time  above  200.  But  we  can  all  imagine 
how  vexatious  they  and  their  business  were.  Nobody  now  is 
privileged  with  exemption :  from  one  and  all  of  you,  Nobles, 
Clergy,  People,  strict  account  is  required,  about  your  beers 
and  liquors;  your  coffee,  salt;  your  consumptions  and  your 
purchases  of  all  excisable  articles :  —  nay,  I  think  in  coffee 
and  salt,  in  salt  for  certain,  what  you  will  require,  according 
to  your  station  and  domestic  numbers,  is  computed  for  you, 
to  save  trouble ;  such  and  such  quantities  you  will  please  to 
buy  in  our  presence,  or  to  pay  duty  for,  whether  you  buy  them 
or  not.    Into  all  houses,  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  of  the  nighty 

I  "  3egiielin,  Acdie-  und  ZoU-Verfauung,  s.  13S  "  (PreuM,  liL  18). 
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these  cellax-rats  had  liberty,  —  (on  warrant  from  some  higher 
rat  of  their  own  type,  I  know  not  how  much  higher ;  and  no 
sore  appeal  for  you,  exoept  to  the  King ;  tolerably  sure  there, 
if  you  be  innocent^  but  evidently  perilous  if  you  be  only  not- 
eonvieUd/)  —  had  liberty,  I  say,  to  search  for  contraband;  all 
your  presses,  drawers,  repositories,  you  must  open  to  these 
beautiful  creatures;  watch  in  nightcap,  and  candle  in  hand, 
^while  your  things  get  all  tumbled  hither  and  thither,  in  the 
search  for  what  perhaps  is  not  there ;  nay,  it  was  said  and  sus- 
pected, but  I  never  knew  it  for  certain,  that  these  poisonous 
^French  are  capable  of  slipping  in  something  contraband,  on 
purpose  to  have  you  fined  whether  or  not. 

Readers  can  conceive,  though  apparently  Friedrich  did  not^ 
^what  a  world  of  vexation  all  this  occasioned ;  and  how,  in  the 
fxmtinual  annoyance  to  all  mankind,  the  irritation,  provocation 
and  querulous  eloquence  spread  among  high  and  low.  Of 
vhich  the  King  knew  something;  but  far  from  the  whole. 
His  object  was  one  of  vital  importance;  and  his  plan  once 
fixed,  he  went  on  with  it,  according  to  his  custom,  regardless 
of  little  rubs.  The  Anecdote  Books  are  full  of  details,  comic 
mostly,  on  this  subject :  How  the  French  rats  pounced  down 
upon  good  harmless  people,  innocent  frugal  parsonages,  farm- 
houses ;  and  were  comically  flung  prostrate  by  native  ready 
wit,  or  by  direct  appeal  to  the  King.  Details,  never  so 
anthentic,  could  not  be  advisable  in  this  place.  Perhaps 
there  are  not  more  than  Two  authentic  Passages,  known  to 
me,  which  can  now  have  the  least  interest,  even  of  a  momen- 
tary sort,  to  English  readers.  The  first  is,  Of  King  Friedrich 
caricatured  as  a  Miser  grinding  Coffee.  I  give  it,  without 
essential  alteration  of  any  kind,  in  Herr  Preuss's  words, 
copied  from  those  of  one  who  saw  it :  —  the  second,  which 
relates  to  a  Princess  or  Ex-Princess  of  the  Eoyal  House,  I 
must  reserve  for  a  little  while.    Herr  Preuss  says  :  — 

^  Once  during  the  time  of  the  '  Edgie '  [which  lasted  from 
1766  to  1786  and  the  King's  death :  no  other  date  assignable, 
thoQ^  1768,  or  so,  may  be  imaginable  for  our  purpose],  as 
the  King  came  riding  along  the  Jager  Strasse,  there  was 
visible  near  what  is  called  the  Furstenhaus,"  kind  of  Berlin 
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Somerset  Housed  "  a  great  crowd  of  people.     '  See  what  it  is ! ' 
the  King  sent  his  one  attendant,  a  heiduc  or  groom,  into  it,  to 
learn  what  it  was.     '  They  have  something  posted  up  abont:;. 
your  Majesty/  reported  the  groom;  and  Friedrich,  who  b; 
this  time  had  ridden  forward,  took  a  look  at  the  thing ;  whic~ 
was  a  Caricature  figure  of  himself :  King  in  very  melancholy  ^ 
guise,  seated  on  a  Stool,  a  Coffee-mill  between  his 
diligently  grinding  with  the  one  hand,  and  with  the  oth< 
picking  up   any  bean  that   might  have  fallen.     'Hang         ii 
lower,'  said  the  King,  beckoning  his  groom  with  a  wave      -^i 
the  finger:  *  Lower,  that  they  may  not  have  to  hurt  th^E??ir 
necks  about  it ! '    No  sooner  were  the  words  spoken,  whL  ^h 
spread  instantly,  than  there  rose  from  the  whole  crowd  ox2e 
universal  huzza  of  joy.     They  tore  the  Caricature   into    a 
thousand  pieces,  and  rolled  after  the  King  with  loud  ^L^Se 
hoch,   Our  Friedrich  forever!'    as  he  rode  slowly  away.''* 
That  is  their  Friedrich's  method  with  the  Caricature  Depart- 
ment.   Hef&ier,  Kapellmeister  in  Upsala,  reports  this  bit  o£ 
memorability;  he  was  then  of  the  King's  Music-Chapel  in 
Berlin,  and  saw  this  with  his  eyes. 

The  King's  tendency  at  all  times,  and  his  practice  gener- 
ally, when  we  hear  of  it,  was  to  take  the  people's  side ;  so 
that  gradually  these  French  procedures  were  a  great  deal 
mitigated ;  and  die  Regie  —  so  they  called  this  hateful  new- 
fangled system  of  Excise  machinery  —  became  much  more 
supportable,  "  the  sorrows  of  it  nothing  but  a  tradition  to  the 
younger  sort,"  reports  Dohm,  who  is  extremely  ample  on  this 
subject.*  De  Launay  was  honorably  dismissed,  and  the  whole 
Begie  abolished,  a  month  or  two  after  Friedrich's  death. 

With  a  splenetic  satisfaction  authentic  Dohm,  who  suffi- 
ciently condemns  the  Regie,  adds  that  it  was  not  even  suc- 
cessful; and  shows  by  evidence,  and  computation  to  the 
uttermost  farthing,  that  instead  of  two  million  thalers  an- 
nually, it  yielded  on  the  average  rather  less  than  one.    The 

1  Nicolai,  i.  155. 

»  Preuss,  iii.  275  ("from  Berlin  ConversaiimsbkUt  &c.  of  1827,  No.  253  "). 
*  Christian  Wilhelm  von  Dohm,  DenkwwrdighaUn  meintr  Zeit  (Lemgo  imd 
HanoTer,  1819),  iv.  500  et  seq. 
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desired  c>Ter^>:^is  of  rvo  millions,  and  a  good  deal  nuse  did 
indeed  eoa&e  izi,  says  he:  but  it  vaa  owing  to  dw  gmift 
jiis|ieiiiy  of  FroaBM  at  ttt^e:,  after  the  SevcB-Tcan  War; 
Id  the  manifinifl  andiliiiei  awakenii^  iriudi  have  ^one  em 
progreadre  ever  saaoe.  Dolun  dedazcs  firfhrr  that  the 
Texj  object  vas  in  a  Mst  faneifnl,  nngafairy;  aigning  ttaft 
nobody  did  alsaek  FikidncL; — but  «—^*f»"g  to  pvore  ikrit 
nobody  wosM  lia-rcf  dcotfr  ui,  bad  Fnediidi  mt€  stood  icadf 
to  leeciTe  hiTL.  W^-  ndHI  mnaik  only,  ^lat  is  tsj  iai£»» 
patabfey  tiksi  FiiftdraettL  ovotg  to  the  Begae,  or  to  other 
eanaesy  did  ^  tibte  ImarM*-  <(yT«rpiEBS  neeeaaaiy  lor  hna ; 
did  stand  icaidT  for  asir  var  vhaeh  ms^it  have  eoBe  d; 
which  dad  izi  a  sort  JKUbtn :  i&as  he  ibore  and  nuve  rdixatd 
the  Begins  zt  huaatut  ]k9s  aBdnsgcnaaMe  to  hsn;  and  wan 
willing  if  he  icnoid  i^  Cur&offizses  aaii  Opfousaoa  Kicnnis 
too  high  poaBBiL%&  »rR;  Thjt  poor  natSatg  ytoffbt  xbj^bwsUb 


Regie  £b[k7«r&.  ins  isiis  id  -arlaiatg  and  eqiflifrTnif :  >xsrem«iij 
congeiwd  %k«.  js&d  w«c«  sasofiLft  of  tbie  auiusi  rJ£3£iLjL!:iia  ^isT-rifftt 
Onee^  for  rT^^**"*,  ^usr  'iiademibeii  a  frirniiw,  «uri*g,  w^ 
had  hidiiiSL  Knur  ^loi^  vi  jcooeea,  sa  a  ^le*  ii  yjff^  ihihifflm 
The  Ki3^  UL  T^riisrwinj^  is  ix  •Kndznasaao,  W7^i;e  -uii  ^* 
BHUgin:  -B«d:e<f:  ^jmdmznq  ih-a  yniamtrfr.  I  ihciLjti  w:ii&  la 
know  wiisci^  ^oe  S&ufiHCL  wic  »»  "$  ^mKoes.  ^xiziepMSASft  johd' 
pemiy^  =3:  «ait  S  ia.7^  -vriH  imi  ^he  yi¥^  vetywiB  iir  ja^'^aq: 
this  TtmtZ""'  InnxauffsHzi^  inHsaaisfta  of  A'*finiifaait  isagguaa^ 
tion  that  wxy.  m,  'sut  Wntfi  pir^  fc^ad  <iil  moanL  -^  A  osinra 
a  bend  ca  laifr  -Tirgiars  if  ±iz  lass^ti^  Tjz  ^^a  btusihisrvausatt?'' 
he  omse  «&  Ij*^  fjUina?^ :  -^  !^;«  ^um  'v^yiui  ^aZ  ui  ^w 

the  ao£i&Br  ^  icui  Jifl7»  «i  zw^i  ^u«r  ^auan:.'*  * 

We  wiH  anw  jpi>i  inr  Vf<nnii  JLzMrjU)^^:  -rhii^h  ^UM  >«i  't^ 
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was  then,  in  Berlin  society,  the  more  celebrated  of  the  two ; 
relating,  as  it  did,  to  a  high  Court-Lady,  almost  the  highest, 
and  who  was  herself  only  too  celebrated  in  those  years.  The 
heroine  is  Princess  Elizabeth  of  Brunswick,  King's  own  Niece 
and  a  pretty  woman ;  who  for  four  years  (14th  July,  1765- 
18th  April,  1769)  of  her  long  life  was  Princess  Koyal  of 
Prussia,  —  Wife  of  that  tall  young  (rentleman  whom  we  used 
to  see  dancing  about,  whom  we  last  saw  at  Schweidnitz 
getting  flimg  from  his  horse,  on  the  day  of  Pirch's  saddle 
there  : — his  Wife  for  four  years,  but  in  the  fourth  year  ceased 
to  be  so  ^  (for  excellent  reasons,  on  both  sides),  and  lived 
thenceforth  in  a  divorced  eclipsed  state  at  Stettin,  where  is 
laid  the  scene  of  our  Anecdote.  I  understand  it  to  be  per- 
fectly true ;  but  cannot  ascertain  from  any  of  the  witnesses  in 
what  year  the  thing  happened ;  or  whether  it  was  at  Stettin 
or  Berlin,  —  though  my  author  has  guessed,  '^  Stettin,  in  the 
Lady's  divorced  state,"  as  appears. 

'^  This  Princess  had  commissioned,  direct  from  Lyon,  a  very 
beautiful  dress;  which  arrived  duly,  addressed  to  her  at 
Stettin.  As  this  kind  of  stuffs  is  charged  with  very  heavy 
dues,  the  Douaniery  head  Custom-house  Personage  of  the  Town, 
had  the  impertinence  to  detain  the  dress  till  payment  were 
made.  The  Princess,  in  a  lofty  indignation,  sent  word  to  this 
person.  To  bring  the  dress  instantly,  and  she  would  pay  the 
dues  on  it.  He  obeyed :  but,"  —  mark  the  result,  —  "  scarcely 
had  the  Princess  got  eye  on  him,  when  she  seized  her  Lyon 
Dress ;  and,  giving  the  Douanier  a  couple  of  good  slaps  on  the 
face,  ordered  him  out  of  her  apartment  and  house. 

**  The  Douanier,  thinking  himself  one  and  somewhat,  with- 
drew in  high  choler ;  had  a  long  Froces-verbal  of  the  thing 
drawn  out ;  and  sent  it  to  the  King  with  eloquent  complaint, 
^  That  he  had  been  dishonored  in  doing  the  function  appointed 
him.'  Friedrich  replied  as  follows :  To  the  Douanier  at  Stettin : 
'  The  loss  of  the  Excise-dues  shall  fall  to  my  score ;  the  Dress 
shall  remain  with  the  Princess ;  the  slaps  to  him  who  has  re- 
ceived them.    As  to  the  pretended  Dishonor,  I  entirely  relieve 

1  Bdd«ib«±,  ii.  241,  257. 
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the  complainant  from  that :  never  can  the  appliance  of  a  beau- 
tiful hand  dishonor  the  face  of  an  Officer  of  Customs.  —  F.' ''  ^ 

Northern  Tourists,  Wrazall  and  others,  passing  that  way, 
speak  of  this  Princess,  down  to  recent  times,  as  a  phenomenon 
of  the  place.  Apparently  a  high  and  peremptory  kind  of 
Lady,  disdaining  to  be  bowed  too  low  by  her  disgraces.  She 
survived  all  her  generation,  and  the  next  and  the  next,  and 
indeed  into  our  own.  Died  18th  February,  1840 :  at  the  age 
of  ninety-six.  Threescore  and  eleven  years  of  that  eclipsed 
Stettin  Existence ;  this  of  the  Lyon  gown,  and  caitiff  of  a 
Custom-houser  slapped  on  the  face,  her  one  adventure  put  on 
record  for  us!  — 

She  was  signally  blamable  in  that  of  the  Divorce ;  but  not 
she  alone,  nor  first  of  the  Two.  Her  Crown-Prince,  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  called  afterwards,  as  King,  "  der  Dlcke  (the  Fat,  or 
the  Big),"  and  held  in  little  esteem  by  Posterity,  —  a  headlong, 
rather  dark  and  physical  kind  of  creature,  though  not  ill-mean- 
ing or  dishonest,  —  was  himself  a  dreadful  sinner  in  that  de- 
partment of  things ;  and  had  begun  the  bad  game  against  his 
poor  Cousin  and  Spouse  !  Beaders  of  discursive  turn  are  per- 
haps acquainted  with  a  certain  '^  Grafin  von  Lichtenau,"  and 
her  Memoirs  so  called :  —  not  willingly,  but  driven,  I  fish  up 
one  specimen,  and  one  only,  from  that  record  of  human  pud- 
dles and  perversities:  — 

"  From  the  first  year  of  our  attachment,"  says  this  precious 
Grafin,  "I  was  already  the  confidant  of  his,"  the  Prince  of 
Prussia's,  "  most  secret  thoughts.  One  day  [in  1767,  second 
year  of  his  married  life,  I  then  fifteen,  slim  Daughter  of  a 
Player  on  the  French  Horn,  in  his  Majesty's  pay],  tiie  Prince 
happened  to  be  very  serious ;  and  was  owning  to  me  with 
frankness  that  he  had  some  wrongs  towards  my  sex  to  repzoaoh 
himself  with,"  —  alas,  yes,  some  few  :  —  "  and  he  swore  that 
he  would  never  forsake  me ;  and  that  if  Heaven  disposed  of 
my  life  before  his,  none  but  he  should  close  my  eyes.  He  waa 
fingering  with  a  penknife  at  the  time ;  he  struck  the  poiPfc  ^' 

^  lATeaiix  (abridged),  ill  SS9« 
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it  into  the  palm  of  his  left  hand,  and  wrote  with  his  blood  [the 
unclean  creature],  on  a  little  bit  of  paper,  the  Oath  which  his 
lips  had  just  pronounced  in  so  solemn  a  tone.    Vainly  should 
I  undertake  to  paint  my  emotion  on  this  action  of  his !    The 
Prince  saw  what  I  felt ;  and  took  advantage  of  it  to  beg  that 
I  would  follow  his  example.     I  hastened  to  satisfy  him ;  and 
traced,  as  he  had  done,  with  my  blood,  the  promise  to  remain 
his  friend  to  the  tomb,  and  never  to  forsake  him.    This  Prom- 
ise must  have  been  found  among  his  Papers  after  his  death 
[still  in  the  Archives  ?  we  will  hope  not !]  —  Both  of  us  stood 
faithful  to  this  Oath.     The  tie  of  love,  it  is  true,  we  broke : 
but  that  was  by  mutual  consent,  and  the  better  to  fix  ourselves 
in  the  bonds  of  an  inviolable  friendship.     Other  mistresses 
reigned  over  his  senses ;  but  I "  — Ach  Gott,  no  more  of  that.^ 

The  King's  own  account  of  the  affair  is  sufficiently  explicit. 
His  words  are :  "  Not  long  ago  [about  two  years  before  this 
of  the  penknife]  we  mentioned  the  Prince  of  Prussia's  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth  of  Brunswick  [his  Cousin  twice  over,  her 
Mother,  Princess  Charlotte  of  Prussia,  being  his  Father's  Sister 
and  mine,  and  her  Father  his  Mother's  Brother,  —  if  you  like 
to  count  it].  This  engagement,  from  which  everybody  had  ex- 
pected happy  consequences,  did  not  correspond  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Royal  House."  Only  one  Princess  could  be  realized 
(subsequently  Wife  to  the  late  Duke  of  York),  —  she  came 
this  same  year  of  the  penknife,  —  and  bad  outlooks  for  more. 
"  The  Husband,  young  and  dissolute  (sans  mceurs)^  given  up  to 
a  crapulous  life,  from  which  his  relatives  could  not  correct 
him,  was  continually  committing  infidelities  to  his  Wife.  The 
Princess,  who  was  in  the  flower  of  her  beauty,  felt  outraged 
by  such  neglect  of  her  charms ;  her  vivacity,  and  the  g^ood 
opinion  she  had  of  herself,  brought  her  upon  the  thought  of 
avenging  her  wrongs  by  retaliation.  Speedily  she  gave  in  to 
excesses,  scarcely  inferior  to  those  of  her  Husband.  Family 
quarrels  broke  out,  and  were  soon  publicly  known.  The  an- 
tipathy that  ensued  took  away  all  ho|)e  of  succession  [had  it 

1  Mhnoires  de  la  ConUeaae  de  LicfUenau  (k  Londres,  chez  Colbnm  Libralre^ 
CoDdnit-etnet,  Bond-etieet,  2  tomes,  small  8vo,  1809),  1 129. 
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been  desirable  in  these  sad  circumstances !].  Prince  Henri 
{JuntoTf  this  hopeful  Prince  of  Prussia's  Brother],  who  was 
gifted  with  all  the  qualities  to  be  wished  in  a  young  man  [wit- 
ness mj  tears  for  him]^  had  been  carried  off  by  small-pox.^ 
The  King's  Brothers,  Princes  Henri  and  Ferdinand,  avowed 
frankly  that  they  would  never  consent  to  have,  by  some  acci- 
dental bastard,  their  rights  of  succession  to  the  crown  carried 
off.  In  the  end,  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  proceeding  to  a 
divorce."  ' 

Divorce  was  done  in  a  beautiful  private  manner ;  case  tried 
with  strictly  shut  doors ;  all  the  five  judges  under  oath  to 
carry  into  the  grave  whatever  they  came  to  know  of  it:* 
divorce  completed  18th  April,  1769 ;  and,  within  three  months, 
a  new  marriage  was  accomplished.  Princess  Frederika  Luisa 
of  Hessen-Darmstadt  the  happy  woman.  By  means  of  whom 
there  was  duly  realized  a  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  who  became 
**King  Friedrich  Wilhelm  III."  (a  much-enduring,  excellent, 
though  inarticulate  man),  as  well  as  various  other  Princes  and 
Princesses,  in  spite  of  interruptions  from  the  Lichtenau  Sister- 
hood. High-souled  Elizabeth  was  relegated  to  Stettin;  her 
amount  of  Pension  is  not  mentioned ;  her  Family,  after  the 
unhappy  proofs  communicated  to  them,  had  given  their  con- 
sent and  sanction ;  —  and  she  stayed  there,  idle,  or  her  own 
mistress  of  work,  for  the  next  seventy-one  years.  —  Enough 
of  her  Lyon  Dress,  surely,  and  of  the  Excise  system  alto- 
gether !  — 

The  Neue  Palais^  in  Sans-SoiLci  Neighbarhoody  u  founded 

and  finished  (1763-1770). 

If  IVAlembert's  Visit  was  the  germ  of  the  Excise  system, 
it  will  be  curious  to  note,  —  and  indeed  whether  or  not,  it  will 
be  chronologically  serviceable  to  us  here,  and  worth  noting,  — 
that  there  went  on  a  small  synchronous  affair,  still  visible  to 
everybody :  namely.  That,  in  the  very  hours  while  Friedrich 

1  ''SSth  May,  1767,"  age  19  gone;  eloge  of  him  by  Friedrich  (*'MS.  HOI 

with  tears  "),  in  (Euvres  de  Frideric,  tU.  37  et  seq. 
s  (Ewrei  d€  FHdSric,  ri.  28.  >  Prentt,  It.  180-186. 
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and  D' Alembert  were  saluting  mutually  at  Greldem  (11th  June, 
1763),  there  was  laid  the  foundation  of  what  they  call  the 
Nmie  Palais  ;  New  Palace  of  Sans-Souci :  ^  a  sumptuous  Edifice, 
in  the  curious  Louis-Quinze  or  what  is  called  ^'Bococo"  style 
of  the  time ;  Palace  never  much  inhabited  by  Friedrich  or  his 
successors,  which  still  stands  in  those  ornamental  Potsdam 
regions.  Why  built,  especially  in  the  then  down-pressed 
financial  circumstances,  some  have  had  their  difficulties  to 
imagine.  It  appears,  this  Kew  Palace  had  been  determined 
on  before  the  War  broke  out ;  and  Friedrich  said  to  himself : 
''We  will  build  it  now,  to  help  the  mechanical  classes  in 
Berlin, — perhaps  also,  in  part  [think  some,  and  why  should 
not  they,  a  little  ?]  to  show  mankind  that  we  have  still  ready 
money ;  and  are  nothing  like  so  ruined  as  they  fancy.'' 

"This  Neue  Palais,^'  says  one  recent  Tourist,  "is  a  pleasant 
quaint  object,  nowadays,  to  the  stranger.  It  has  the  air  degagSy 
pococurante ;  pleasantly  fine  in  aspect  and  in  posture ;  —  spa- 
cious expanses  round  it,  not  in  a  waste,  but  still  less  in  a  strict 
condition ;  and  (in  its  deserted  state)  has  a  silence,  especially 
a  total  absence  of  needless  flunkies  and  of  gaping  fellow- 
loungers,  which  is  charming.  Stands  mute  there,  in  its  soli- 
tude, in  its  stately  silence  and  negligence,  like  some  Tadmor 
of  the  Wilderness  in  small.  The  big  square  of  Stables,  Coach- 
houses, near  by,  was  locked  up, — probably  one  sleeping  groom 
in  it.  The  very  Gustos  of  the  grand  Edifice  (such  the  rarity 
of  fees  to  him)  I  could  not  awaken  without  difficulty.  In  the 
gray  autumn  zephyrs,  no  sound  whatever  about  this  New  Pal- 
ace of  King  Friedrich's,  except  the  rustle  of  the  crisp  brown 
leaves,  and  of  any  faded  or  fading  memories  you  may  have. 

"  I  should  say,''  continues  he,  "  it  somehow  reminds  you  of 
the  City  of  Bath.  It  has  the  cut  of  a  battered  Beau  of  old 
date;  Beau  still  extant,  though  in  strangely  other  circum- 
stances; something  in  him  of  pathetic  dignity  in  that  kind. 
It  shows  excellent  sound  masonries;  which  have  an  over- 
tendency  to  jerk  themselves  into  pinnacles,  curvatures  and 
graciosities ;  many  statues  atop,  —  three  there  are,  in  a  kind 
of  grouped  or  partnership  attitude;   'These,'  said  diligent 

1  Bodenbeck,  ii.  819. 
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f  niJyV  'note  them;  these  xdbbxi  Mjcriii  Tiisrfiiik  ^^aBaaadmm 
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nose  in  the  universe^  man  cher  Mylord  [Queen-Dowager  snul^ 
Spaniel  from  the  fountain-head^  of  Marischal's  proTiding; 
quality  exquisite^  but  difficult  to  get  transmitted  in  the  Storms 
of  War] ;  I  am  ashamed  of  the  trouble  it  costs  you !  I  beg 
many  pardons ;  —  and  should  be  quite  abashed^  did  I  not  know 
how  you  compassionate  the  weak  points  of  your  friends,  and 
tiiat,  for  a  long  time  past,  you  have  a  singular  indulgence  for 
my  nose.  I  am  very  glad  to  know  you  happily  returned  to 
your  Government^  safe  at  Colombier  (Ihve-oote)  in  Neufchfttel 
again."  This  is  10th  April,  1762.  There,  as  I  gather,  quiet  in 
his  Dove-cote,  Marischal  continued,  though  rather  weary  of 
the  business,  for  about  a  year  more ;  or  till  the  King  got  home, 
— who  delights  in  companionship,  and  is  willing  to  let  an  old 
man  demit  for  good. 

It  was  in  Summer,  1762  (about  three  months  after  the  above 
Letter  from  the  King),  that  Eousseau  made  his  celebrated 
exodus  into  Neufchatel  Country,  and  found  the  old  Grovemor 
so  good  to  him,  —  glad  to  be  allowed  to  shelter  the  poor  skin- 
less creature.  And,  mark  as  curious,  it  must  have  been  on  two 
of  those  mornings,  towards  the  end  of  the  Siege  of  Schweidnitz, 
when  things  were  getting  so  intolerable,  and  at  times  breaking 
out  into  electricity,  into  "rebuke  all  round,"  that  Friedrich 
received  that  singular  pair  of  Laconic  Kotes  from  Eousseau  in 
Neufchatel :  forwarded,  successively,  by  Lord  Marischal ;  Xote 
First,  of  date,  "  Motier-Travers,  Neufch&tel,  September,"  no- 
body can  guess  what  day,  "  1762 : "  "I  have  said  much  ill  of 
you,  and  don't  repent  it.  Now  everybody  has  banished  me ; 
and  it  is  on  your  threshold  that  I  sit  down.  Kill  me,  if  you 
have  a  mind ! "  And  then  (after,  not  death,  but  the  gift  of 
100  crowns).  Note  Second,  "  October,  1762 :"..."  Take  out 
of  my  sight  that  sword,  which  dazzles  and  pains  me ;  it  has 
only  too  well  done  its  duty,  while  the  sceptre  is  abandoned : " 
Make  Peace,  can't  you !  *  —  TMiat  curious  reading  for  a  King 
in  such  posture,  among  the  miscellaneous  arrivals  overnight ! 
Above  six  weeks  before  either  of  these  Notes,  Frii^drich,  hear- 
ing of  him  from  Lord  Marischal,  had  answered :  "  An  asylum  ? 
Yes,  by  all  means :  the  unlucky  cynic ! "   It  is  on  September  1st, 

1  (Euvre$  comptkei  de  Rousteau  (k  Gen^ye,  1 782-1 7S9),  xxxiiL  64,  65. 
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that  he  senils^  by  the  same  channel^  100  crowns  for  his  use^ 
with  advice  to  ''give  them  in  naturd,  lest  he  refuse  other- 
wise;'' as  Priedrich  knows  to  be  possible.  In  words,  the 
Rousseau  Notes  got  nothing  of  Answer.  ''A  jargon  singuliery* 
says  Friedridi:  odd  fellow,  yes  indeed,  your  Majesty; — and 
ha8  such  a  pungency  of  flattery  in  him  too,  presented  in  the 
way  of  snarl !  His  Majesty  might  take  him,  I  suppose,  with 
a  kind  of  relish,  like  Queen-Dowager  snuff. 

There  was  still  another  shift  of  place,  shift  which  proved 
temporary,  in  old  Marischal's  life :  Home  to  native  Aberdeen- 
shire,   llie  two  childless  Brothers,  Earls  of  Kintore,  had  died 
successively,  the  last  of  them  November  22d,  1761 :  title  and 
heritage,  not  considerable  the  latter,  fell' duly,  by  what  prepar- 
atives we  know,  to  old  Marischal ;  but  his  Keith  kinsfolk,  fur- 
thermore, wduld  have  him  personally  among  them, — nay,  after 
that,  would  have  him  to  wed  and  produce  new  Keiths.    At 
the  age  of  78 ;  decidedly  an  inconvenient  thing !    Old  Maris- 
chal left  Potsdam  "August,  1763,"*— iVW-PaZa«e  scaffoldings 
^d  big  stone  blocks  conspicuous  in  those  localities ;  pleasant 
^-Alembert  now  just  about  leaving  in  the  other  direction ;  — 
^uch  to  Erit^rich's  regret,  the  old  Marischal  especially,  as  is 
•till  finely  evident. 

^^VittiricA  to  Lord  Marischal  (m  Scotland  for  the  last  six 

months). 

"  Sak8-Souci,  leth  Febmaiy,  1764. 

^  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  Scotch  fight  to  have  you  among 

t*x^ni;  and  wish  to  have  progeny  of  yours,  and  to  preserve 

yonr  bones.     You  have  in  your  lifetime  the  lot  of  Homer 

•^^^er  death:  Cities  arguing  which  is  your  birthplace; — I 

'"Myself  would  dispute  it  with  Edinburgh  to  possess  you.    If  I 

^^^d  ahipe,  I  would  make  a  descent  on  Scotland,  to  steal  off  my 

^  Lettero£U8totheKhig("Zxmdh»,14ilo^,1763'').in(Eurre«<feFr^dl6ie, 

^^t98.  — In  fjetter^  of  Eminent  Penons  to  David  Hume  (Edinburgli,  1S49), 

^  'Ml,  are  fome  Nine  from  the  Old  Marischal ;  in  cnrionsly  mixed  dialect, 

^•ttHhnt  iDilisdnct;  the  two  chief  dates  of  which  are:  « Touch "  (gnttmal 

"^.ia  Abordeamliire).  "SS  October,  1763,"  and  "Potadam,  20  Febmaxr. 
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cher  Mylardy  and  bring  him  hither.  Alas,  our  Elbe  Boats  ca&t 
do  it  But  you  give  me  hopes ;  —  which  I  seize  with  avidi^ ! 
I  was  your  late  Brother's  friend,  and  had  obligations  to  him;  I 
am  yours  with  heart  and  souL  These  are  my  titles,  these  m 
my  rights :  —  you  sha'n't  be  forced  in  the  matter  of  progenj 
here  {/aire  VetaUm  ici),  neither  priests  nor  attorneys  shall 
meddle  with  you ;  you  shall  live  here  in  the  bosom  of  friend- 
ship,  liberty  and  philosophy."     Come  to  me !  .  .  .  F.* 

Old  Marischal  did  come ;  and  before  long.  I  know  not  the 
precise  month :  but  «  his  Villa-Cottage  was  built  for  him,"  the 
Books  say,  "in  1764."  He  had  left  lyAlembert  just  gomg; 
next  year  he  will  find  Helvetius  coming.  He  lived  here^ 
a  great  treasure  to  Friedrich,  till  his  death,  26th  May,  1778^ 
age  92. 

The  New  Palace  was  not  finished  till  1770;  — in  which 
year,  also,  Friedrich  reckons  that  the  general  Problem  of  Re- 
pairing Prussia  was  victoriously  over.    New  Palace,  growing 
or  complete,  looks  down  on  all  these  operations  and  occoi- 
rences.     In  its  cradle,  it  sees  D'Alembert  go.  Lord  Marischal 
go ;  Helvetius  come,  Lord  J^Iarischal  come  ;  in  its  boyhood  o* 
maturity,  the  Excise,  and   French   Rais-de-Cavty  spring  up  ; 
Crown-Prince  Friedrich  Wilhelm  prick  his  hand  for  a  fit  kincS 
of  ink ;  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  Divorced  Wife  give  her  Douanie^ 
two  slaps  in  the  face,  by  way  of  payment.     Nay,  the  sam^ 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  become  "Friedrich  Wilhelm  II.,  or  de^ 
Dicke,^^  died  in  it,  — his  Lichtenau  and  his  second  Wife,  jewe  ■ 
of  women,  nursing  him  in  his  last  sickness  there.* 

The  violent  stress  of  effort  for  repairing  Prussia,  Friedric!!^ 
intimates,  was  mostly  over  in  1766 :  till  which  date  speciM 
cally,  and  in  a  looser  sense  till  1770,  that  may  be  considered 
as  his  main  business.  But  it  was  not  at  any  time  his 
business ;  nor  latterly  at  all  equal  in  interest  to  some  oth 
that  had  risen  on  him,  as  the  next  Chapter  will  now  sh< 
Here,  first,  is  a  little  Fraction  of  Necrology,  which  may 

^  (Ewom  de  FrMric,  zz.  M5.  *  *<  Died  16th  Norember,  1707.* 
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L  taking  with  us.  Readers  can  spread  these  fateful 
klties  over  the  Period  in  question ;  and  know  that  each 
am  came  with  a  kind  of  knell  upon  Friedrich's  hearty 
syer  he  might  be  employed  about.  Hour  striking  after 
(m  the  Horologe  of  Time ;  intimating  how  the  Afternoon 
and  that  Night  was  coming.  Various  meanings  there 
I  be  to  Friedrich  in  these  footfalls  of  departing  guests, 
iaif  the  less  dear,  and  the  indifferent  or  hostile ;  but  each 
im  would  mean :  "  Qone,  then,  gone ;  thus  we  all  go ! " 

«  ObUuary  in  Friedrich' s  Circle  tUl  1771." 

Polish  Majesty's  death  (5th  October^  1763),  and  then 
ecember  following)  of  his  Kurprinz  or  Successor's,  with 
1  we  dined  at  Moritzburg  so  recently,  there  will  be  men* 
ly  and  by.    November  28th,  1763,  in  the  interval  between 

two,  the  wretched  Briihl  had  died.  April  14th,  1764, 
he  wretched  Pompadour ;  —  <'  To  us  not  known,  Jene  la 
is  pas : "  —  hapless  Butterfly,  she  had  been  twenty  years 
t  winged  condition ;  age  now  forty-four :  dull  Louis,  they 
ooked  out  of  window  as  her  hearse  departed,  '^Jraide- 
'  without  emotion  of  any  visible  kind.  These  little  con- 
rriedrich  or  us ;  we  will  restrict  ourselves  to  Friends. 
^ied  in  1764.  At  Pisa,  Algarotti  (23d  May,  1764,  age 
wo) ;  with  whom  Friedrich  has  always  had  some  corre- 
ence  hitherto  (to  himself  interesting,  though  not  to  us), 
rill  never  henceforth  have  more.  Friedrich  raised  a 
ment  to  him ;  Monument  still  to  be  seen  in  the  Campo- 

of  Pisa:  ' Hk  jacet  Ovidii  cemulua  et  Neutoni  discipur 
friends  have  added  <  Fredericus  Magnus  poni  fecit ; '  and 
other  part  of  the  Monument,  ^  Algarottus  nan  omnis.'  ^ 
•in  1765.  At  the  age  of  eighty,  November  18th,  Orttfin 
B,  '  Ma  bonne  Maman '  (widow  since  1741) ;  excellent 
jady, — once   brilliantly  young,  Grerman  by  birth,  her 

Brandt; — to  whom  the  King's  Letters  used  to  be  so 
r."    This  same  year,  too,  Kaiser  Franz  died ;  but  him  we 
Bteirref  as  not  belonging  to  this  Select  List. 
-Ill  1766.    At  Nanci,  23d  February,  age  eighty-six.  King 

1  PreoM.  IT  188. 
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Stanislaus  Leczinsky:  'his  clothes  caught  fire'  (accidental 
spark  or  sputter  on  some  damask  dressing-gown  or  the  like); 
and  the  much-enduring  innocent  old  soul  ended  painfully  bis 
Titular  career. 

<<  Died  in  1767.  October  22dL^  the  Grand-Duchess  of  Sachses- 
Gtotha^  age  fifty-seven;  a  sad  stroke  this  also^  among  one's 
narrowing  List  of  Friends.  —  I  doubt  if  Friedrich  ever  saw 
this  high  Lady  after  the  Visit  we  lately  witnessed.  His  Let- 
ters to  her  are  still  in  the  Archives  of  Gotha :  not  hers  to  him; 
all  lost,  these  latter,  but  an  accidental  Two,  which  are  still 
beautiful  in  their  kind.^ 

'^ — in  niO.  Bielfeld,  the  fantastic  individual  of  old  days. 
Had  long  been  out  of  Friedrich's  circle,  —  in  Altenburg  Coun- 
try, I  think ;  —  without  importance  to  Friedrich  or  us :  the 
year  of  him  will  do,  without  search  for  day  or  month. 

"  —  in  1771.  Two  heavy  deaths  come  this  year.  January 
28th,  1771,  at  Berlin,  dies  our  valuable  old  friend  Excellency 
Mitchell,  —  still  here  on  the  part  of  England,  in  cordial  es- 
teem as  a  man  and  companion ;  though  as  Minister,  I  suppose, 
with  function  more  and  more  imaginary.  This  painfully  ushers 
in  the  year.  To  usher  it  out,  there  is  still  worse :  faithful  D'Ar- 
gens  dies,  26th  December,  1771,  on  a  visit  in  his  native  Pro- 
vence, —  leaving,  as  is  still  visible,*  a  big  and  sad  blank  behind 
him  at  Potsdam.'^  But  we  need  not  continue;  at  least  not 
at  present. 

Long  before  all  these,  Friedrich  had  lost  friends ;  with  a  sad 
but  quiet  emotion  he  often  alludes  to  this  tragic  fact,  that  all 
the  souls  he  loved  most  are  gone.  His  Winterfelds,  his  Keiths, 
many  loved  faces,  the  War  has  snatched:  at  Monbijou,  at 
Baireuth,  it  was  not  War;  but  they  too  are  gone.  Is  the 
world  becoming  all  a  Mausoleum,  then ;  nothing  of  divine  in 
it  but  the  Tombs  of  vanished  loved  ones  ?  Friedrich  makes 
no  noise  on  such  subjects :  loved  and  unloved  alike  must  go. 

We  have  still  to  mark  Kaiser  Franz's  sudden  death ;  a  thing 
politically  interesting,  if  not  otherwise.  August,  1765,  at 
Innspruck,  during  the  Marriage-festivities  of  his  Second  Son, 

'  Given  in  (EuvrndB  Frederic,  xviii.  165,  256. 

>  Friedrich's  two  Lettera  to  the  Widow  (lb.  xix.  427-429). 
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Leopold  (Duke  of  Florence,  who  afterwards,  on  Joseph's  death, 
was  Kaiser), — Kaiser  Franz,  sauntering  about  in  the  evening 
gilsy  ^18th  August,  about  9  p.m.,''  suddenly  tottered,  staggered 
as  £dling;  fell  into  Son  Joseph's  arms ;  and  was  dead.  Above 
a  year  before,  this  same  Joseph,  his  Eldest  Son,  had  been  made 
King  of  the  Bomans:  ^elect^  26th  March;  crowned  3d  April, 
1761 ; "  —  Friedrich  furthering  it,  wishful  to  be  friendly  with 
his  late  enemies.* 

On  this  Innspruck  Tragedy,  Joseph  naturally  became  Kaiser, 
—  Part-Kaiser;  his  Dowager-Mother,  on  whom  alone  it  de- 
pends, having  decided  that  way.  The  poor  Lady  was  at  first 
quite  overwhelmed  with  her  grief.  She  had  the  death-room 
of  her  Husband  made  into  a  Chapel ;  she  founded  furthermore 
a  Monastery  in  Innspruck,  ''Twelve  Canonesses  to  pray  there 
for  the  repose  of  Framz ;  ^  was  herself  about  to  become  Abbess 
there,  and  quit  the  secular  world ;  but  in  the  end  was  got  per> 
snaded  to  continue,  and  take  Son  Joseph  as  Coadjutor.*  la 
which  capacity  we  shall  meet  the  young  man  again. 


CHAPTER  HL 

TROUBLES    VS   POLAITIK 

ApKiL  11th,  1764,  one  year  after  his  Seven-Years  labor  of 
Hercules,  Friedrich  made  Treaty  of  Alliance  with  the  new 
C^iriim  Catharine.  England  had  deserted  him ;  France  was 
^^  enemy,  especially  Pompadour  and  Choiseul,  and  refused 
"^^OQcilemeiit;  though  privately  solicited :  he  was  without  an 
*^^y  anywhere.  The  Kussians  had  done  him  frightful  dam- 
^S^  in  Uie  last  War,  and  were  most  of  all  to  be  dreaded  in  the 
^*»e  of  aoy  new  one.  The  Treaty  was  a  matter  of  necessity 
^  ^ell  as  choice.  Agreement  for  mutual  good  nei^borbood 
^^^  friendly  oiBoes ;  guarantee  of  each  other  against  intrusive 


1 

*  Ham^  (EdtrmAtrker  Ptmiank  ($  5fwa  Thenm),  it.  (SUs  Bind 
)  MM;  Maria  Tktnaifns  Leh>m,  p.  30. 
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third  parties:  should  either  get  engaged  in  war  with  any 
neighbor^  practical  aid  to  the  length  of  12,000  men,  or  else 
money  in  Heu.    Treaty  was  for  eight  years  from  day  of  date. 

As  Friedrich  did  not  get  into  war,  and  Catharine  did,  with 
the  Turks  and  certain  loose  Folacks,  the  burden  of  fulfilment 
happened  to  fall  wholly  on  Friedrich ;  and  he  was  extremely 
punctual  in  performance,  —  eager  now,  and  all  his  life  after, 
to  keep  well  with  such  a  Country  under  such  a  Czarina.    Which 
proved  to  be  the  whole  rule  of  his  policy  on  that  Eussian  side. 
"  Qood  that  Country  cannot  bring  me  by  any  quarrel  with  it ; 
evil  it  can,  to  a  frightful  extent,  in  case  of  my  quarrelling  with 
others !    Be  wary,  be  punctual,  magnanimously  polite,  with 
that  grandiose  Czarina  and  her  huge  territories  and  notions : " 
this  was  Friedrich's  constant  rule  in  public  and  in  private. 
Nor  is  it  thought  his  Correspondenoe  imth  the  impress  Catha- 
rine, when  future  generations  see  it  in  print,  will  disclose  th» 
least  ground  of  offence  to  that  high-flying  Female  Potentate  o 
the  North.    Nor  will  it  ever  be  known  what  the  silently  observ — 
ant  Friedrich  thought  of  her,  except  indeed  what  we  already^ 
know,  or  as  good  as  know.  That  he,  if  anybody  did,  saw  h&x* 
clearly  enough  for  what  she  was ;  and  found  good  to  repress 
into  absolute  zero  whatever  had  no  bearing  upon  business,  and 
might  by  possibility  give  offence  in  that  quarter.     For  we  are 
an  old  King,  and  have  learned  by  bitter  experiences !    No  more 
nicknames,  biting  verses,  or  words  which  a  bird  of  the  air  could 
carry ;  though  this  poor  Lady  too  has  her  liabilities,  were  not  we 
old  and  prudent ;  —  and  is  entirely  as  weak  on  certain  points 
(deducting  the  devotions  and  the  brandy-and-water)  as  some 
others  were !    The  Treaty  was  renewed  when  necessary ;  and 
eontinued  valid  and  vital  in  every  particular,  so  long  as  Fried* 
rich  ruled. 

By  the  end  of  the  first  eight  years,  by  strictly  following  tbi® 
passive  rule,  Friedrich,  in  counterbalance  of  his  losses,  unex- 
pectedly found  himself  invested  with  a  very  singular  bit  of 
gain,  —  "  unjust  gain ! "  cried  all  men,  making  it  of  the  nafco*^ 
of  gain  and  loss  to  him,  —  which  is  still  practically  his,  ao^ 
which  has  made,  and  makes  to  this  day,  an  immense  noi^^ 
in  th«  world.     Everybody  knows  we  mean  West-Preussei*  > 
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Partition  of  Poland ;  bloodiest  picture  in  the  Book  of  Time, 
Sarmatia's  fall  unwept  without  a  crime ;  —  and  that  we  have 
come  upon  a  very  intricate  part  of  our  poor  History. 

No  prudent  man  —  especially  if  to  himself,  as  is  my  own 

poor  case  in  regard  to  it,  the  subject  have  long  been  altogether 

dead  and  indifferent  —  would  wish  to  write  of  the  Polish 

Question.    For  almost  a  hundred  years  the  Polish  Question 

has  been  rery  loud  in  the  world;  and  ever  and  anon  rises 

again  into  vocality  among  Able  Editors,  as  a  thing  pretending 

not  to  be  dead  and  buried,  but  capable  of  rising  again,  and 

setting  itself  right,  by  good  effort  at  home  and  abroad.    Not 

mdyisable,  beyond  the  strict  limits  of  compulsion,  to  write  of 

it  at  present !    The  rather  as  the  History  of  it,  any  History 

we  have,  is  not  an  intelligible  series  of  events,  but  a  series  of 

vociferous  execrations,  filling  all  Nature,  with  nothing  left  to 

tlie  reader  but  darkness,  and  such  remedies  against  despair  as 

he  himself  can  summon  or  contrive. 

^'Rolhi^re's  on  that  subject,"  says  a  Note  which  I  may  cite, 
''  is  the  only  articulate-speaking  Book  to  which  mankind  as 
yet  can  apply ;  ^  and  they  will  by  no  means  find  that  a  sufficient 
oiM.  Bulhi^re's  Book  has  its  considerable  merits ;  but  it  abso- 
l-ixtely  wants  those  of  a  History ;  and  can  be  recognized  by  no 
Dcund  as  an  intelligible  cosmic  Portraiture  of  that  chaotic  Mass 
^^  Oocorrences :  chronology,  topography,  precision  of  detail  by 
^^e  and  place ;  scene,  and  actors  on  scene,  remain  unintelligi- 
ble.   Bulhiere  himself  knew  Poland,  at  least  had  looked  on  it 
^m  Warsaw  outwards,  year  after  year,  and  knew  of  it  what 
•**  inquiring  Secretary  of  Legation  could  pick  up  on  those 
^f^^nsy  which  perhaps,  after  all,  is  not  very  much.     His  Narra- 
^^  is  drowned  in  beautiful  seas  of  description  and  reflection  ; 
***a  neither  dates  nor  references ;  and  advances  at  an  intolerable 
^*®  of  slowness ;  in  fact,  rather  turns  on  its  axis  than  advances ; 
'^'^uces  on  you  the  effect  of  a  melodious  Sonata,  not  of  a  lucid 
^^  comfortably  instructive  History. 

I  forget  for  how  long  Rulhifere  had  been  in  Poland,  as  Am- 
^••ador's  Assistant :  but  the  Country,  the  King  and  leading 

*  CL  Ba]Ute%  HiUoir$  d»  PAnarchie  de  Pologne  (Parii,  1S07),  4  vok.  I toa 
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Personages  were  personally  known  to  him,  more  or  less; 
Events  with  all  details  of  them  were  known :  *  Why  not  write 
a  History  of  the  Anarchy  and  Wreck  they  fell  into?'  said 
the  Official  people  to  him,  on  his  return  home :  '  For  behoof 
of  the  Dauphin  [who  is  to  be  Louis  XVI.  shortly] ;  may  not 
he  perhaps  draw  profit  from  it  ?  At  the  top  of  the  Universe, 
experience  is  sometimes  wanted.  Here  are  the  Archives,  here 
is  Salary,  here  are  what  appliances  you  like  to  name :  Write ! ' 
It  is  well  known  he  was  appointed,  on  a  Pension  of  £250  a 
year,  with  access  to  all  archives,  documents  and  appliances  in 
possession  of  the  French  Grovemment,  and  express  charge  to 
delineate  this  subject  for  benefit  of  the  Dauphin's  young  mind. 
Nor  can  I  wonder,  considering  everything,  that  the  process  on 
Bulhi^re's  part,  being  so  full  of  difficulties,  was  extremely  de- 
liberate ;  that  this  Book  did  not  grow  so  steadily  or  fast  as  the 
Dauphin  did ;  and  that  in  fact  the  poor  Dauphin  never  got  the 
least  benefit  from  it,  —  being  guillotined,  he,  in  1793,  and 
the  Book  intended  for  him  never  coming  to  light  for  fourteen 
years  afterwards,  it  too  in  a  posthumous  and  still  unfinished 
condition. 

"  Rulhiere  has  heard  the  voices  of  rumor,  knows  an  infini- 
tude of  events  that  were  talked  of ;  but  has  not  discriminated 
which  were  the  vital,  which  were  the  insignificant ;  treats  the 
vital  and  the  insignificant  alike  ;  seldom  with  satisfactory  pre- 
cision ;  mournfully  seldom  giving  any  date,  and  by  no  chance 
any  voucher  or  authority ;  —  and  instead  of  practical  terres- 
trial scene  of  action,  with  distances,  milestones,  definite 
sequence  of  occurrences,  and  of  causes  and  effects,  paints  us  a 
rosy  cloudland,  which  if  true  at  all,  as  he  well  intends  it  to 
be,  is  little  more  than  symbolically  or  allegorically  so ;  and 
can  satisfy  no  clear-headed  Dauphin  or  man.  Rulhiere  strivefl 
to  be  authentic,  too ;  gives  you  no  suspicion  of  his  fairness. 
There  is  really  fine  high-colored  painting  in  Rulhiere !  and 
you  hoi)e  always  he  will  let  you  into  the  secret  of  the  matter : 
but  the  sad  fact  is,  he  never  does.  He  merely  loses  himself 
in  picturesque  details,  philosophic  eloquences,  elegancies  f 
takes  you  to  a  Castle  of  Choczim,  a  Monastery  of  Czensto- 
ehow,  a  Bay  of  Tschesme,  and  lets  off  extensive  fire-works  that 
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wntain  little  or  no  shot ;  leads  you  on  trackless  marches^  in- 
roads or  outroads,  through  the  Lithuanian  Peat-bogs,  on  dar- 
ing adventures  and  hair-breadth  escapes  of  mere  Pulawski, 
Potocki  and  the  like ;  —  had  not  got  to  understand  the  mat- 
fcer  himself,  you  perceive :  how  hopeless  to  make  you  under- 

rtand  it ! '' 

English  readers,  however,  have  no  other  shift ;  the  rest  of 
Oie  Books  I  have  seen,  —  Histaire  des  BSvolutians  de  Fologne  ;  * 
ffistoire  des  Trots  Demembremens  de  la  Fologne;^  Letters  an 
Poland  ;  •  and  many  more,  — are  not  worth  mentioning  at  alL 
Comfortable  in  the  mad  dance  of  these  is  Hermann's  recent 
dull  volume;* — commonplace,  dull,  but  steady  and  faithful; 
yielding  us  at  least  dates,  and  an  immunity  from  noise.  By 
help  of  Hermann  and  the  others,  distilled  to  caput  mortuum^ 
a  few  dated  facts  (cardinal  we  dare  not  call  them)  may  be  ex- 
tracted ;  — dimly  out  of  these,  to  the  meditating  mind,  some 
outline  of  the  phenomenon  may  begin  to  become  oonceivable. 

King  of  Poland  dies;  and  there  ensue  huge  Anarchies 

in  that  Country. 

The  poor  old  King  of  Poland  —  whom  we  saw,  on  -that  fall  of 
the  curtain  at  Pima  seven  years  ago,  rush  off  for  Warsaw  with 
his  Briihl,  with  expressive  speed  and  expressive  silence,  and 
who  has  been  waiting  there  ever  since,  sublimely  confident 
that  his  powerful  terrestrial  friends,  Austria,  Bussia,  France, 
not  to  speak  of  Heaven's  justice  at  all,  would  exact  due  pen- 
alty, of  signal  and  tremendous  nature,  on  the  Prussian  Aggres- 

*  1778  (a  Wanovie,  et  ie  trouve  h  Paris),  2  voIb.  8to. 

*  Anonymous  (by  one  Ferrand,  otherwise  unknown  to  nM),  Pub,  1810, 
3  Tok.  8to. 

*  Anonymous  (by  a  "  Reverend  Mr.  Lindsey,"  it  would  seem),  LoUn  eoa- 
tmumg  the  PreMerU  State  of  Poland,  together  with  &c  (London,  1773 ;  1  ToL  SfO)  : 
of  these  Letters,  or  at  least  of  Reverend  Lindsey,  Author  of  them,  "  Tutor  to 
King  Stanialans's  Nephew,"  and  a  roan  of  painfully  loud  looae  tongae, 
ttaj  perhaps  be  mention  afterwards. 

*  Hermann,  Geschichte  des  Russisehen  Stoats,  vol.  ▼.  (already  cited  ia 
ti»  the  Peter-Catharine  tragedy) ;  seems  to  be  compiled  mainly  firooi  Hhs 
AKkhea,  from  Dmpai^ss  written  on  the  spot  and  at  the  tim*. 
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not — has  again  been  disappointecL  The  poor  old  Gentleman 
got  no  compensation  for  his  manifold  losses  and  woes  at  Pinia 
or  elsewhere ;  not  the  least  mention  of  such  a  thing,  on  ths 
final  winding-up  of  that  War  of  Seven  Tears,  in  which  his 
share  had  been  so  tragical ;  no  alleviation  was  provided  for 
him  in  this  world.  His  sorrows  in  Poland  have  been  manifold ; 
nothing  but  anarchies,  confusions  and  contradictions  had  been 
his  Bojal  portion  there :  in  about  Forty  different  Diets  he  had 
tried  to  get  some  business  done,  — no  use  asking  what ;  for  the 
Diets,  one  and  all,  exploded  in  Nte  pozwalam  ;  and  could  do 
no  business,  good,  bad  or  indifferent,  for  him  or  anybody.  An 
unwise,  most  idle  Country;  following  as  chief  employment 
perpetual  discrepancy  with  its  idle  unwise  King  and  self; 
Russia  the  virtual  head  of  it  this  long  while,  so  far  as  it  has 
any  head. 

February-AugtLst,  1763,  just  while  the  Treaty  of  Huberts- 
Durg  was  blessing  everybody  with  the  return  of  Peace,  and  for 
long  months  after  Peace  had  returned  to  everybody,  Polish 
Majesty  was  in  sore  trouble.    Trouble  in  regard  to  Courland, 
to  his  poor  Son  Karl,  who  fancied  himself  elected,  under  favor 
and  permission  of  the  late  Czarina  our  gracious  Protectress 
and  Ally,  to  the  difficult  post  of  Duke  in  Courland ;  and  had 
proceeded,  three  or  four  years  ago,  to  take  possession, — but 
was  now  interrupted  by  Kussian  encroachments  and  violences. 
Not  at  all  well  disposed  to  him,  these  new  Peters,  new  Catha- 
rines.    They  have  recalled  their  Bieren  from  Siberia ;  declare 
that  old  Bieren  is  again  Duke,  or  at  least  that  young  Bieren  is^ 
and  not  Saxon  Karl  at  all ;  and  have  proceeded,  Czarina  Catha- 
rine  has,  to  install  him  forcibly  with  Russian  soldiers.     Karl 
declares,  "  You  shall  kill  me  before  you  or  he  get  into  this 
Palace  of  Mietau !  "  —  and  by  Domestics  merely,  and  armed 
private  Gentlemen,  he  does  maintain  himself  in  said  Palatial 
Mansion;    valiantly  indignant,  for    about    six  months;  the 
Kussian  Battalions  girdling  him  on  all  sides,  minatory  more 
and  more,  but  loath  to  begin  actual  bloodshed.^    A  transaction 
very  famed  in  those  parts,  and  still  giving  loud  voice  in  the 
Polish  Books,  which  indeed  get  ever  noisier  from  this  point 
1  RnlhAre,  iL  (lirre  t.)  SI  et  antea;  Hermaim,  v.  34S  •!  eeq. 
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onward;  till  they  end  in  inarticulate  shrieks^  as  we  shall  too 
well  hear. 

Empress  Catharine,  after  the  lapse  of  six  months,  sends  an 
Ambassador  to  Warsaw  (Kayserling  by  name),  who  declares, 
in  tone  altogether  imperative,  that  Czarish  Majesty  feels  herself 
weary  of  such  contumacy,  weary  generally  of  Polish  Majesty's 
and  Polish  Kepublic's  multifarious  contumacies ;  and,  in  fine, 
cnielest  of  all,  that  she  has  troops  on  the  frontier ;  that  Cour- 
land  is  not  the  only  place  where  she  has  troops.    What  a  stab 
te  the  poor  old  man  !     "  Contumacies  ?  "     Has  not  he  been 
Russia's  patient   stepping-stone,  all  along;  his  anarchic  Po- 
land and  he  accordant  in  that,  if  in  nothing  else  ?    "  Let  us 
to  Saxony,"  decides  he  passionately,  "  and  leave  all  this."    In 
Saxony  his  poor  old  Queen  is  dead  long  since ;  much  is  dead : 
Saxony  and  Life  generally,  what  a  Golgotha !     He  immedi- 
ately sends  word  to  Karl,  ''Give  up  Courland;  I  am  going 
home  ! "  — and  did  hastily  make  his  packages,  and  bid  adieu 
to  Warsaw,  and,  in  a  few  weeks  after  to  this  anarchic  world 
altogether.     Died  at  Dresden,  5th  October,  1763. 

Polish  Majesty  had  been  elected  5th  October,  1733;  died, 
you    observe,    5th  .  October,    1763 ;  —  was  King    of    Poland 
("  King,"   save  the    mark !)   for   30  years  to  a  day.      Was 
elected  —  do  readers  still  remember  how  ?     Leaves  a  ruined 
Saxony  lying  round  him ;  a  ruined  life  mutely  asking  him, 
"  Couldst  thou  have  done  no  better,  then  ?  "    Wretched  Brtihl 
followed   him  in  four  or   five  weeks.      Nay,  in  about  two 
months,  his  Son  and  Successor,  ''  Friedrich  Christian  "  (with 
whom  we  dined  at  Moritzburg),  had  followed  him  ;  ^  leaving  a 
small  Boy,  age  13,  as  new  Kurfurst,  "  Friedrich  August "  the 
name  of  him,  with  guardians  to  manage  the  Minority ;  espe- 
cially with  his  Mother  as  chief  guardian,  —  of  whom,  for  two 
leaaoDS,  we  are  now  to  sa}^  something.     Reason  first  is,  That 
ihe  is  really  a  rather  brilliant,  distinguished  creature,  distin- 
guished more  especially  in  Friedrich's  world ;  whose  LeUen  to 
W  ire  numerous,  and,  in  their  kind,  among  the  notablest  he 
Wrote ;  —  of  which  we  would  gladly  give  some  specimen,  better 
<t  worae ;  and  reason  second,  That  in  so  doing,  we  may  ooDr 
t  FkiDM  di«l  17th  Decembwr  (Brdhl,  18th  NoTtmber),  176a. 
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triTB  to  look,  for  a  moment  or  two,  into  the  preluDinanr  Polish 
Anarchies  at  first-hand ;  and,  transiently  and  fai*  off,  see  some- 
of  them  as  if  with  our  own  eyes. 


Harie-Antoine,  or  Marie-Antoinette,  Electress  of  Saxony, 
is  still  a  bright  Lady,  and  among  the  busiest  living ;  now  in 
her  40th  year :  ''born  17th  July,  1724;  second  child  of  Kaiser 
Ejffl  Vn. ; "  — a  living  memento  to  us  of  those  old  times  of 
trouble.  Papa,  when  she  came  to  him,  was  in  his  27th  year; 
this  was  his  second  daughter;  three  years  afterwards  he 
had  a  son  (born  1727 ;  died  1777),  who  made  the  "  Peace  of 
Fttssen,"  to  Friedrich's  disgust,  in  1745,  if  readers  recol- 
lect;— and  who,  dying  childless,  will  give  rise  to  another 
War  (the  "Potato  War"  so  called),  for  Friedrich's  behoof  and 
ours.  This  little  creature  would  be  in  her  teens  during  that 
fatal  Eaisership  (1742-1745,  her  age  then  18-21),— during 
those  triumphs,  flights  and  furnished-lodging  intricacies.  Her 
MftmmiL,  whom  we  have  seen,  a  little  fat  bullet  given  to  devo- 
tion, was  four  years  younger  than  Papa.  Mamma  died  ''11th 
December,  1756,"  Germany  all  blazing  out  in  War  again ;  she 
had  been  a  Widow  eleven  years. 

Marie- Antoine  was  wedded  to  Friedrich  Christian,  Saxon 
Kurprinz,  "20th  June,  1747;''  her  age  23,  his  25:— Clironol- 
ogy  itself  is  something,  if  one  will  attend  to  it,  in  the  absence 
of  all  else!  The  young  pair  were  Cousins,  their  Mothers 
being  Sisters;  Polish  Majesty  one's  Uncle,  age  now  51, — 
who  was  very  fond  of  us,  poor  indolent  soul,  and  glad  of  our 
oompany  on  an  afternoon,  "being  always  in  his  dressing- 
gown  by  2  o'clock."  Concerning  which  the  tongue  of  Court 
scandal  was  not  entirely  idle,  —  Hanbury  chronicling,  as  we 
once  noticed.  All  which  I  believe  to  be  mere  lying  wind. 
The  young  Princess  was  beautiful ;  extremely  clever,  graceful 
and  lively,  we  can  still  see  for  ourselves :  no  wonder  poor 
Polish  Majesty,  always  in  his  dressing-gown  by  2,  was  charmed 
to  have  her  company,  —  the  rather  as  I  hope  she  permitted 
him  a  little  smoking  withal. 

Her  husband  was  crook-backed ;  and,  except  those  slight, 
always  perfectly  polite  little  passages,  in  Schmettau's  Siege 
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(irr/Jj,  in  the  Ilubertsburg  Treaty  affair,  in  the  dinner  at 
^loritzburg,  I  never  heard  much  history  of  him.  He  became 
Elector  5th  October,  1763 ;  but  enjoyed  the  dignity  little  more 
than  two  months.  Our  Princess  had  borne  him  seven  children, 
—  three  boys,  four  girls,  —  the  eldest  about  13,  a  Boy,  who 
succeeded ;  the  youngest  a  girl,  hardly  3.  The  Boy  is  he  who 
sent  Gellert  the  caparisoned  Horse,  and  had  estafettes  on  the 
road  while  Grellert  lay  dying.  This  Boy  lived  to  be  77,  and 
saw  strange  things  in  the  world ;  had  seen  Napoleon  and  the 
^French  Revolution;  was  the  first  ^'King  of  Saxony ''  so  called; 
saw  Jena,  retreat  of  Moscow ;  saw  the  ^^  Battle  of  the  Nations" 
^Leipzig,  15th-18th  October,  1813),  and  his  great  Napoleon 
terminate  in  bankruptcy.  He  left  no  Son.  A  Brother,  age 
72,  succeeded  him  as  King  for  a  few  years;  whom  again  a 
Xrother  would  have  succeeded,  had  not  he  (this  third  Brother, 
age  now  66)  renounced,  in  favor  of  his  Son,  the  present  King 
of  Saxony.    Enough,  enough !  — 

August  28th,  1763,  while  afflicted  Polish  Majesty  is  mak- 
ing his  packages  at  Warsaw,  far  away, — Marie- Antoinette, 
in  Dresden,  had  sent  Friedrich  an  Opera  of  her  composing, 
just  brought  out  by  her  on  her  Court-theatre  there.  Here  is 
Triedrich's  Answer, — to  what  kind  of  Opera  I  know  not,  but 
to  a  Letter  accompanying  it  which  is  extremely  pretty. 

Friedrich  to  the  Electoral  Princess  (at  Dresden). 

"Potsdam,  5th  September,  176S. 

"Madam  mt  Sisteb,  —  The  remembrance  your  Boyal  High- 
Hess  sends  is  the  more  flattering  to  me,  as  I  regret  infinitely 
itot  to  have  been  spectator  and  hearer  of  the  fine  things 
[Opera  UuUestris,  words  and  music  entirely  lost  to  us]  which 
1  have  admired  for  myself  in  the  silent  state. 

*'I  wish  I  could  send  you  things  as  pleasant  out  of  these 
Ptrts:  but,  Madam,  I  am  obliged  to  give  you  a  hint^  whiok 
n»ay  be  useful  if  you  can  have  it  followed.  In  Saxony,  how- 
•▼er,  my  Letters  get  opened ; — which  obliges  me  to  send  this 
uy  a  special  Messenger ;  and  him,  that  he  may  cause  no  8ii»- 
picwn,  I  have  charged  with  fruits  from  my  garden.  You 
^▼e  the  goodness  to  say  [if  anybody  is  eavesdroppiiurl 


232  AFTERNOON  AND  EVENING.  Boo«  XXL 

176»-17e». 

you  asked  them  of  me  at  Moritzborg,  when  I  was  happy 
enough  to  see  you  there  [six  months  ago,  coming  home  from 
the  Seven-Years  War].    The  hint  I  had  to  give  was  this :  — 

''In  Petersburg  people's  minds  are  getting  angry  at  the 
stubbornness  your  friends  show  in  refusing  to  recognize  Duke 
Bieren  [home  from  Siberia,  again  Duke  of  Courland,  by  Rus- 
sian appointment,  as  if  Russia  had  that  right ;  Polish  Majesty 
and  his  Prince  Karl  resisting  to  the  uttermost].  I  counsel 
you  to  induce  the  powerful  in  your  circle  to  have  this  conde- 
scension [they  have  had  it,  been  obliged  to  have  it,  though 
Priedrich  does  not  yet  know] ;  for  it  will  turn  out  ill  to  them, 
if  they  persist  in  being  obstinately  stiff.  It  begins  already  to 
be  said  That  there  are  more  than  a  million  Russian  subjects  at 
this  time  refugees  in  Poland ;  whom,  by  I  forget  what  cartel, 
the  Republic  was  bound  to  deliver  up.  Orders  have  been 
given  to  Detachments  of  Military  to  enter  certain  places, 
and  bring  away  these  Russians  by  force.  In  a  word,  you  will 
ruin  your  affairs  forever,  unless  you  find  means  to  produce  a 
change  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  him  they  complain  of.  Take, 
Madam,  what  I  now  say  as  a  mark  of  the  esteem  and  profound 
regard  with  which  —  "  —  F.* 

This  hint,  if  the  King  knew,  had  been  given,  in  a  less  kind 
shape,  by  Necessity  itself ;  and  had  sent  Polish  Majesty,  and 
his  Briihls  and  "  powerful  people,"  bodily  home,  and  out  of 
that  Polish  Russian  welter,  in  a  headlong  and  tragically  pas- 
sionate condition.  Electoral  Princess,  next  time  she  writes, 
is  become  Electress  all  at  once. 

Electress  Marie-Antoine  to  Friedrich. 

"  Dresden,  5th  October,  176S. 
"SiEE, — Your  Majesty  has  given  me  such  assurance  of 
your  goodness  and  your  friendship,  that  I  will  now  appeal  to 
that  promise.  You  have  assured  us,  too,  that  you  would  with 
pleasure  contribute  to  secure  Poland  for  us.  The  moment  is 
come  for  accomplishing  that  promise.  The  King  is  dead  [died 
this  very  day;  see  if  /  lose  time  in  sentimental  lamentar 
tions!] — with  him  these  grievances  of  Russia  [our  stiffness 

1  (Euwru  de  FridMc,  zziv.  46. 
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OQ  CourljLnd  and  titf  :.£f^ 
[the  now  leifning^  wiL 
thing  that  can  be  raqmvBd  of 
with  that  Power. 

«Yaa  can  do  aZL  if  ttri  wiIL  s:  jf»  tmm.  cmsdikMit  ^  Aifc 
leooncileniaLt.  Ton  can  renaer  s  fzvooiihrie  «>  n&  T«i  wiIL 
giTe  me  that  proof  of  the  finfir'ng  Mmxanenss  I  hari^  tiMii 
so  piood  of  hitheito.~ — wac^  jol  now?  "^Eassia  cauMt 
disapproTe  the  mediataosi  jim  la^ut  dogn  to  o^er  oii  that 
behalf; — our  intentians  being  ao  bimwaly  awtifable^  aaad  aH 
gronnd  of  eomruverh^  hartng  died  witlL  the  late  Kii^r-  K^aana 
leccmciledy  our  views  on  the  Polish  Czown  might  at  own^  be 
declared  {Maier)r  Oh,  do  it.  jour  Majestr; — ^i^j  Ifnrti^ 
tnde  shall  only  end  with  life ! — M.  A.**  ^ 

Friedrich,  who  is  bosr  negotiating  his  Tieatr  wi&  Russiai 
(perfected  11th  April  nextK  and  nodeistands  that  thev  will 
mean  not  to  have  a  Saxon,  but  to  hare  a  Plasty  and  perhape 
dimly  CTen  what  Piast  (Stanislaus  Poniatowski,  the  fmmfM 
Lover),  who  will  be  their  own,  and  not  Saxony  s  at  all,  *— > 
must  have  been  a  little  embarrassed  by  such  an  i^peal  th>m 
his  fair  friend  at  this  moment.  ^  Wait  a  little ;  don^  answ^er 
yet^"  would  have  occurred  to  the  common  mind.  But  that 
was  not  Friedrich's  resource :  he  answers  by  return  of  post» 
as  always  in  such  cases ;  —  and  in  the  following  adroit  manner 
brushes  off,  without  hurt  to  it,  with  kisses  to  it  rather,  the 
beautiful  hand  that  has  him  by  the  button :  — 

Ta  the  Meetress  MarU-Antoine  (at  Dresden). 

"Bbkuk,  8th  OcU>bor,  I76S. 

^  Madam  kt  Sisteb,  — I  begin  by  making  my  condolenoee 
and  my  congratulations  to  your  Electoral  Highness  on  the 
death  of  the  King  your  Father-in-law,  and  on  your  AiMsession 
to  the  Electorate. 

"Your  Electoral  Highness  will  remember  what  T  wroto,  not 
long  since,  on  the  affairs  of  Poland.  I  am  afraid,  Madam, 
that  Bussia  will  be  more  contrary  to  you  than  you  think, 
IL  de  Woronzow  [famous  Grand-Chancellor  of  Kussia;  saved 

1  (EuvreM  de  Frid^ric,  zzir.  47. 
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himself  dexterously  in  the  late  Peter-Catharine  oyertnm;  has 
since  fallen  into  disfavor  for  his  notions  about  our  Gregory 
Orlof,  and  is  now  on  his  way  to  Italy,  ''for  health's  sake," 
in  consequence],  who  is  just  arrived  here/  told  me,  too,  of 
some  things  which  raise  an  ill  augury  of  this  afEair.  If  you 
do  not  disapprove  of  my  speaking  frankly  to  you,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  would  be  suitable  in  you  to  send  some  discreet 
Diplomatist  to  that  Court  to  notify  the  King's  death;  and 
you  would  learn  by  him  what  you  have  to  expect  from  her 
Czarish  Majesty  [the  Empress,  he  always  calls  her,  knowing 
she  prefers  that  title].  It  seems  to  me,  Madam,  that  it  would 
be  precipitate  procedure  should  I  wish  to  engage  you  in 
an  Enterprise,  which  appears  to  myself  absolutely  dubious 
(hasarcUe)^  unless  approved  by  that  Princess.  As  to  me, 
Madam,  I  have  not  the  ascendant  there  which  you  suppose : 
I  act  under  rule  of  all  the  delicacies  and  discretions  with  a 
Court  which  separated  itself  from  my  Enemies  when  all 
Europe  wished  to  crush  me :  but  I  am  far  from  being  able 
to  regulate  the  Empress's  way  of  thinking. 

''It  is  the  same  with  the  quarrels  about  the  Duke  of  Cour- 
land;  one  cannot  attempt  mediation  except  by  consent  of 
both  parties.  I  believe  I  am  not  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
the  Court  of  Russia  does  not  mean  to  terminate  Uiat  business 
by  foreign  mediation.  What  I  have  heard  about  it  (what, 
however,  is  founded  only  on  vague  news)  is.  That  the  Em- 
press might  prevail  upon  herself  (pourrait  se  resoudre)  to 
purchase  from  Brtthl  the  Principality  of  Zips  [Zips,  on  the 
edge  of  Hungary  ;  let  readers  take  note  of  that  Principaliiy, 
at  present  in  the  hand  of  Bruhl, — who  has  much  disgusted 
Poland  by  his  voracity  for  Lands;  and  is  disgorging  them 
all  again,  poor  soul!],  to  give  it  to  Prince  Karl  in  compen- 
sation :  but  that  would  lead  to  a  negotiation  with  the  Court  of 
Vienna,  which  might  involve  the  affair  in  other  contentions. 

"I  conjure  you,  Madam,  I  repeat  it,  Be  not  precipitate  in 

anything;  lest,  as  my  fear  is,  you  replunge  Europe  into  the 

troubles  it  has  only  just  escaped  from !    As  to  me,  I  have 

feundy  since  the  Peace,  so  much  to  do  within  my  own  borders^ 

1  " Had  hi«  Aodience  7th  OctoUr"  (jresterda/) :  Bodenbeck,  ii.  2S4. 
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ftikat  I  hare  not,  I  assure  yon,  had  time.  Madam,  to  tlimk  of 
going  abroad.  I  confine  myself  to  forming  a  thousand  wishes 
for  the  prosperity  of  your  Electoral  HighnesSy  assuring  you  of 
the  Ligh  esteem  with  which  I  am,  —  ¥J*  ^ 

After  some  farther  Letters,  of  eloquently  pressing  solioiti^ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Lady,  and  earnest  advising,  ais  well  as 
polite  f encingy  on  the  part  of  Friedrich,  the  latter  writes :  <» 


to   £leetress. 

"  Potsdam.  3d  Korember,  176t. 

^  Madam  mt  Si3teb,  —  At  this  moment  I  receive  a  Letter 
Erom  the  Empress  of  Eussia,  the  contents  of  which  do  not 
appear  to  me  favorable,  Madam,  to  your  hopes.  She  requires 
[exi^e)  that  I  should  instruct  my  Minister  in  Poland  to  act 
entirely  in  concert  with  the  Count  Kayserling;  and  she  adds 
these  very  words :  '  I  expect,  from  the  friendship  of  your 
S^Iajesty,  that  you  will  not  allow  a  passage  through  your  terri- 
tory, nor  the  entry  into  Poland,  to  Saxon  troops,  who  are  to 
be  regarded  there  absolutely  as  strangers.' 

'^  Unless  your  Letters,  Madam  [Madam  had  said  that  she 
bad  written  to  the  Empress,  assuring  her  &c.]  change  the 
sentiments  of  the  Empress,  I  do  not  see  in  what  way  the 
Elector  could  arrive  at  the  throne  of  Poland;  and  conse- 
quently, whether  I  deferred  to  the  wishes  of  the  Empress  in 
this  point,  or  refused  to  do  so,  you  would  not  the  more  become 
C^ueen ;  and  I  might  commit  myself  against  a  Power  which  I 
raght  to  keep  well  with  (minager),  I  am  persuaded.  Madam, 
that  your  Electoral  Highness  enters  into  my  embarrassment ; 
uid  that,  unless  you  find  yourself  successful  in  changing  the 
Empress's  own  ideas  on  this  matter,  you  will  not  require  of 
me  that  I  should  embroil  myself  fruitlessly  with  a  neighbor 
who  deserves  the  greatest  consideration  from  me. 

"All  this  is  one  consequence  of  the  course  which  Count 
Briihl  induced  his  late  Polish  Majesty  to  take  with  regard  to 
the  interests  of  Prince  Karl  in  Courland ;  and  your  Electoral 
Highness  will  remember,  that  1  often  represented  to  you  the 
injury  which  would  arise  to  him  from  it. 

^  (Euvrtt  dt  Frtderic,  xzir.  4S. 
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^I  will  wish,  Madam,  that  other  opportunities  may  oooor, 
where  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  prove  to  your  Electoral  High- 
ness the  profound  esteem  and  consideration  with  which  I 
em  — "  — F.* 

Electress  to  Friedrich. 

"Drebdbk,  11th  November,  176S. 

"SiRB,  —  I  am  not  yet  disheartened.  I  love  to  flatter  my- 
self with  your  friendship,  Sire,  and  I  will  not  easily  renounce 
the  hope  that  you  will  give  me  a  real  mark  of  it  in  an  affair 
which  interests  me  so  strongly.  Nobody  has  greater  ascen- 
dency over  the  mind  of  the  Empress  of  Eussia  than  your  Maj- 
esty ;  use  it,  Sire,  to  incline  it  to  our  favor.  Our  obligation 
will  be  infinite.  .  .  .  Why  should  she  be  absolutely  against 
us  ?  What  has  she  to  fear  from  us  ?  The  Courland  busi- 
ness, if  that  sticks  with  her,  could  be  terminated  in  a  suitsr 
ble  manner." — Troops  into  Poland,  Sire?  "My  Husband  so 
little  thinks  of  sending  troops  thither,  that  he  has  given 
orders  for  the  return  of  those  already  there.  He  does  not 
wish  the  Crown  except  from  the  free  suffrages  of  the  Nation : 
if  the  Empress  absolutely  refuse  to  help  him  with  her  good 
offices,  let  her,  at  least,  not  be  against  him.  Do  try,  Sire."  • — 
Friedrich  answers,  after  four  days,  or  by  return  of  post — 
But  we  will  give  the  rest  in  the  form  of  Dialogue. 

Friedrich  (after  four  days).  ..."  If,  Madam,  I  had  Crowns 
to  give  away,  I  would  place  the  firr.t  on  your  head,  as  most 
worthy  to  bear  it.  But  I  am  far  from  3uch  a  position.  I 
have  just  got  out  of  a  horrible  War,  which  my  enemies  made 
upon  me  with  a  rage  almost  beyond  example ;  I  endeavor  to 
cultivate  friendship  with  all  my  neighbors,  and  to  get  em- 
broiled with  nobody.  With  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Poland, 
an  Empress  whom  I  ought  to  be  well  with,  and  to  whom  I 
owe  great  obligations,  requires  me  to  enter  into  her  measures ; 
you.  Madam,  whom  I  would  fain  please  if  I  could,  you  want 
me  to  change  the  sentiments  of  this  Empress.  Do  but  enter 
into  my  embarrassment  I  .  .  .  According  to  all  I  hear  from 
Bussia,  it  appears  to  me  that  every  resolution  is  taken  there  ^ 
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and  that  the  En-press  is  lesolved  even  to  sustain  the  party  of 
htr  partisans  in  Poland  with  the  forces  she  has  all  in  leadi- 
ness  at  the  borders.  As  for  me.  Madam,  I  wish,  if  possible^ 
not  to  meddle  at  all  with  this  bosiness,  which  hitherto  is  not 
complicated,  but  which  may,  any  day,  become  so  by  th« 
neighbors  of  Poland  taking  a  too  lively  part  in  it.  Beady, 
otherwise,  on  all  occasions,  to  give  to  your  Electoral  Highness 
proofs  of  my  —  "  * 

Eleetrets  (after  ten  days).  .  .  .  ''Why  should  the  Empress 
be  so  much  against  us  ?  We  have  not  deserved  her  hatred. 
On  the  contrary,  we  seek  her  friendship.  She  declares,  how- 
ever, that  she  will  uphold  the  freedom  of  the  Poles  in  the 
election  of  their  King.  Tou,  Sire'' — '  But  we  must  out 
short,  though  it  lasts  long  months  after  this.  Great  is  the 
Electress's  persistence,  — ''  My  poor  Husband  being  dead, 
cannot  our  poor  Boy,  cannot  his  uncle  Prince  Xavier  try  ? 
0  Sire ! "  Our  last  word  shall  be  this  of  Friedrich's ;  actoal 
Election-time  now  drawing  nigh :  — 

Friedrich.  ''  I  am  doing  like  the  dogs  who  have  fought  bit- 
terly till  they  are  worn  down :  I  sit  licking  my  wounds.  I 
notice  most  European  Powers  doing  the  same ;  too  happy  if, 
whilst  Kings  are  being  manufactured  to  right  and  left,  public 
tranquillity  is  not  disturbed  thereby,  and  if  every  one  may 
continue  to  dwell  in  peace  beside  his  hearth  and  his  household 
gods."  *    Adieu,  bright  Madam. 

No  reader  who  has  made  acquaintance  with  Polish  History 
ean  well  doubt  but  Poland  was  now  dead  or  moribund,  and 
had  well  deserved  to  die.  Anarchies  are  not  permitted  in  this 
world.  Under  fine  names,  they  are  grateful  to  the  Populaces, 
and  to  the  Editors  of  Newspapers ;  but  to  the  Maker  of  this 
Universe  they  are  eternally  abhorrent;  and  from  the  begin* 
ning  have  been  forbidden  to  be.  They  go  their  course,  ap- 
plauded or  not  applauded  by  self  and  neighbors. — for  what 
lengths  of  time  none  of  us  can  know ;  for  a  long  term  some* 

»  (EmfTf  de  Fridine,  xxhr.  54 :  "Potodam,  16th  Norember,  ITSt," 
•  Ih  xjdw.  55:  •'T)r«id<^ii,  Wth  November,  ITSS." 
'  "BwnSopci,  26th  Jniif.  1764  "  (lb.  p.  69). 
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tiines^  but  always  for  a  fixed  term;  and  at  last  their  day 
comes.  Poland  had  got  to  great  lengths^  two  centuries  ago^ 
when  poor  John  Casimir  abdicated  his  Crown  of  Poland,  after 
a  trial  of  twenty  years,  and  took  leave  of  the  Kepublic  in  that 
remarkable  Speech  to  the  Diet  of  1667. 

This  John  is  '^  Casimir  V./'  last  Scion  of  the  Swedish  House 
of  Vasa,  —  with  whom,  in  the  Great  Elector's  time,  we  had 
some  slight  acquaintance;  and  saw  at  least  the  three  days' 
beating  he  got  (Warsaw,  28th-.30th  July,  1666)  from  Karl 
Gustav  of  Sweden  and  the  Great  Elector,*  ancestors  respeo- 
tively  of  Karl  XTL  and  of  our  present  Friedrich.  He  is  not 
«  Casimir  the  Great "  of  Polish  Kings ;  but  he  is,  in  our  day, 
Casimir  the  alone  Kemarkable.  It  seems  to  me  I  once  had  tit 
extenso  this  Valedictory  Speech  of  his ;  but  it  has  lapsed  again 
into  the  general  Mother  of  Dead  Dogs,  and  I  will  not  spend  a 
week  in  fishing  for  it.  The  gist  of  the  Speech,  innumerable 
Books  and  Dead  Dogs  tell  you,' is  *'  lamentation  over  the  Polish 
Anarchies,"  and  "  a  Prophecy,"  which  is  very  easily  remem- 
bered. The  poor  old  Gentleman  had  no  doubt  eaten  his  peck 
of  dirt  among  those  Polacks,  and  swallowed  chagrins  till  he 
felt  his  stomach  could  no  more,  and  determined  to  have  done 
with  it.  To  one's  fancy,  in  abridged  form,  the  Valediction 
must  have  run  essentially  as  follows :  — 

"Magnanimous  Polack  Gentlemen,  you  are  a  glorious  Re- 
public, and  have  Nie  pozwalarriy  and  strange  methods  of  busi- 
ness, and  of  behavior  to  your  Kings  and  others.  We  have 
often  fought  together,  been  beaten  together,  by  our  enemies 
and  by  ourselves  ;  and  at  last  I,  for  my  share,  have  enough  of 
it.  I  intend  for  Paris;  religious-literary  pursuits,  and  the 
society  of  Ninon  de  TEnclos.  I  wished  to  say  before  going, 
That  according  to  all  record,  ancient  and  modem,  of  the  ways 
of  Grod  Almighty  in  this  world,  there  was  not  heretofore,  nor 
do  I  expect  there  can  henceforth  be,  a  Human  Society  that 
would  stick  together  on  those  terms.  Believe  me,  ye  Polish 
Chivalries,  without  superior  except  in  Heaven,  if  your  glorious 

1  SupA,  ▼.  284-286. 

2  Histoire  dea  Troit  D^membremens  does,  and  many  othe»  do  j  — copied  ia 

Biographie  UniveneUe,  vu.  278  (§  Casimir). 
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Kepublic  continue  to  be  managed  in  such  manner,  not  good 
will  come  of  it^  but  eviL  The  day  will  arrive  [this  is  the 
Prophecy,  almost  in  ipsissimis  verbis']}  the  day  perhaps  is  not 
BO  far  off,  when  this  glorious  Kepublic  will  get  torn  into 
shreds,  hither,  thither ;  be  stuffed  into  the  pockets  of  covetous 
neighbors,  Brandenburg,  Muscovy,  Austria;  and  find  itself  re- 
duced to  zero,  and  abolished  from  the  face  of  the  world. 

''  I  speak  these  words  in  sorrow  of  soul ;  words  which  prob* 
ably  you  will  not  believe.  Which  only  Fate  can  compel  you 
to  believe,  one  day,  if  they  are  true  words :  — you  think,  proba- 
bly, they  are  not  ?  Me  at  least,  or  interest  of  mine,  they  do 
not  regard.  I  speak  them  from  the  fulness  of  my  heart,  and 
on  behest  of  friendship  and  conviction  alone ;  having  the  honor 
at  this  moment  to  bid  you  and  your  Bepublic  a  very  long  fare- 
welL  Good-morning,  for  the  last  time ! ''  and  so  exii :  to  Eome 
(had  been  Cardinal  once) ;  to  Paris  and  the  society  of  Ninon's 
Circle  for  the  few  years  left  him  of  life.^ 

This  poor  John  had  had  his  bitter  experiences  :  think  only 
of  one  instance.  Li  1652,  the  incredible  Law  of  Liherum  Veto 
had  been  introduced,  in  spite  of  John  and  his  endeavors. 
Liberum  Veto  ;  the  power  of  one  man  to  stop  the  proceedings 
of  Polish  Parliament  by  pronouncing  audibly  '^  Nie  pozwcUamj 
I  don't  permit  I "  —  never  before  or  since  among  mortals  was 
so  incredible  a  Law.  Law  standing  indisputable,  nevertheless, 
on  the  Polish  Statute-Book  for  above  two  hundred  years :  like 
an  ever-flowing  fountain  of  Anarchy,  joyful  to  the  Polish  Na- 
tion. How  they  got  any  business  done  at  all,  under  such  a 
Law  ?  Truly  they  did  but  little ;  and  for  the  last  thirty  years 
as  good  as  none.  But  if  Polish  Parliament  was  universally  in 
earnest  to  do  some  business,  and  Veto  came  upon  it,  Honorar 
ble  Members,  I  observe,  gathered  passionately  round  the  veto- 
ing Brother ;  conjured,  obtested,  menaced,  wept,  prayed ;  and, 
if  the  oase  was  too  urgent  and  insoluble  otherwise,  the  Nie 
pozwcUam  Gentleman  still  obstinate,  they  plunged  their  swords 
through  him,  and  in  that  way  brought  consent.  The  commoner 
course  was  to  dissolve  and  go  home  again,  in  a  tempest  of 
ahiieks  and  curses. 

1  "Died  16th  December,  1672,  age  63" 
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The  Right  of  Confederation,  too,  is  very  carious :  do  readers 
know  it?  A  free  Polack  gentleman,  aggrieved  by  anything 
that  has  occurred  or  been  enacted  in  his  Nation,  has  the  right 
of  swearing,  whether  absolutely  by  himself  I  know  not,  but 
certainly  with  two  or  three  others  of  like  mind,  that  he  will 
not  accept  said  occurrence  or  enactment,  and  is  hereby  got  into 
arms  against  its  abettors  and  it  The  brightest  jewel  in  the 
cestus  of  Polish  Liberty  is  this  right  of  confederating ;  and  it 
has  been,  till  of  late,  and  will  be  now  again  practised  to  all 
lengths :  right  of  every  Polish  gentleman  to  confederate  with 
every  other  against,  or  for,  whatsoever  to  them  two  may  seem 
good ;  and  to  assert  their  particular  view  of  the  case  by  fight- 
ing for  it  against  all  comers.  King  and  Diet  included.  It 
must  be  owned,  there  never  was  in  Nature  such  a  Form  of 
(Government  before ;  such  a  mode  of  social  existence,  rendering 
'^  government "  impossible  for  some  generations  past. 

On  the  strength  of  Saxony  and  its  resources  and  connections, 
the  two  Augusts  had  contrived  to  exist  with  the  name  of 
Kings ;  with  the  name,  but  with  little  or  nothing  more.  Under 
this  last  August,  as  we  heard,  there  have  been  about  forty 
Diets,  and  in  not  one  of  them  the  least  thing  of  business  done ; 
all  the  forty,  after  trying  their  best,  have  stumbled  on  Ifis 
pozwdlam,  and  been  obliged  to  vanish  in  shrieks  and  curses.^ 
As  to  August  the  Physically  Strong,  such  treatment  had  he 
met  with,  —  poor  August,  if  readers  remember,  had  made  up 
his  mind  to  partition  Poland ;  to  give  away  large  sections  of 
it  in  purchase  of  the  consent  of  neighbors,  and  plant  himself 
hereditarily  in  the  central  part ;  —  and  would  have  done  so, 
had  not  Grumkow  and  he  drunk  so  deep,  and  death  by  in- 
flammation of  the  foot  suddenly  come  upon  the  poor  man. 
Some  Partition  of  Poland  has  been  more  than  once  thought  of 
by  practical  people  concerned.  Poland,  as  "  a  house  chronically 
smoking  through  the  slates,"  which  usually  brings  a  new 
European  War  every  time  it  changes  King,  does  require  to  be 
taken  charge  of  by  its  neighbors. 

Latterly,  as  we  observed,  there  has  been  little  of  confeder- 

1  Buchhoh  {PreuMOsch-Brandenburgiicfu  GeiddekU,  fi.  133,  154.  Ac  Ac.) 
IpYM  Tarioutf  samples,  and  thii  euameradoa. 
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ating ;  indeed,  for  the  last  thirty  years,  as  Bolhi^re  copiously 
informs  us,  there  has  been  no  GoYemmeut,  consequently  no 
mutiny  needed ;  little  or  no  National  business  of  any  kind,  — 
the  Forty  Diets  having  all  gone  the  road  we  saw.  Electing  of 
the  Judges,  —  that,  says  Eulhi^re,  and  wearisomely  teaches  by 
example  again  and  ever  again,  has  always  been  an  interesting 
act,  in  the  various  Provinces  of  Poland ;  not  with  the  hope  of 
getting  fair  or  upright  Judges,  but  Judges  that  will  lean  in 
the  desirable  direction.  In  a  country  overrun  with  endless 
lawsuits,  debts,  credits,  feudal  intricacies,  claims,  liabilities, 
how  important  to  get  Judges  with  the  proper  bias  I  And  these 
once  got,  or  lost  till  next  term,  —  what  is  there  to  hope  or  to 
fear  ?  Russia  does  our  Politics,  fights  her  Seven-Years  War 
across  us  ;  and  we,  happy  we,  have  no  fighting ;  —  never  till 
this  of  Gourland  was  there  the  least  ill-nature  from  Russia  I 
We  are  become  latterly  the  peaceable  stepping-stone  of  Russia 
into  Europe  and  out  of  it ;  —  what  may  be  called  the  door-mat 
of  Russia,  useful  to  her  feet,  when  she  is  about  paying  visits 
or  receiving  them  I  That  is  not  a  glorious  fact,  if  it  be  a  safe 
and  ''lucky"  one;  nor  do  the  Polish  Notabilities  at  all  phrase 
it  in  that  manner.  But  a  fact  it  is  ;  which  has  shown  itself 
complete  in  the  late  Czarina's  and  late  August's  time,  and 
which  had  been  on  the  growing  hand  ever  since  Peter  the  Great 
gained  his  Battle  of  Pultawa,  and  rose  to  the  ascendency, 
instead  of  Karl  and  Sweden. 

The  Poles  put  fine  colors  on  all  this ;  and  are  much  con- 
tented with  themselves.  The  Russians  they  regard  as  intrin- 
flically  an  inferior  barbarous  people  ;  and  to  this  day  you  will 
hear  indignant  Polack  Gentlemen  bursting  out  in  the  same 
strain:  "Still  barbarian,  sir;  no  culture,  no  literature,"  — 
inferior  because  they  do  not  make  verses  equal  to  ours  !  How 
it  may  be  with  the  verses,  I  will  not  decide :  but  the  Russians 
are  inconceivably  superior  in  respect  that  they  have,  to  a  sin- 
gular degree  among  Nations,  the  gift  of  obeying,  of  being  com- 
manded. Polack  Chivalry  sniffs  at  the  mention  of  such  a  gift 
Polack  Chivalry  got  sore  stripes  for  wanting  this  gift  And 
in  the  end,  got  striped  to  death,  and  flung  out  of  the  worldy 
for  continuing  blind  to  the  want  of  it,  and  never  acquiring  ib 
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Beyond  all  the  verses  in  Nature,  it  is  essential  to  every  GMvaliy 
and  Nation  and  Man.     '-Polite  Polish  Society  for  the  last 
thirty  years  has  felt  itself  to  be  in  a  most  halcyon  condition/' 
says  Rulhi^re :  ^  "  given  up  to  the  agreeable,  and  to  that  only ; " 
charming  evening-parties,  and  a  great  deal  of  flirting ;  full  of 
the  benevolences,  the  philanthropies,  the  new  ideas,  —  given 
up  especially  to  the  pleasing  idea  of  ^^  Laissessrfairej  and  every- 
thing will  come  right  of  itself."     "  What  a  discovery  I  *'  said 
every  liberal  Polish  mind:    ''for  thousands  of  years,  how 
people  did  torment  themselves  trying  to  steer  the  ship ;  never 
knowing  that  the  plan  was,  To  let  go  the  helm,  and  honestly 
sit  down  to  your  mutual  amusements  and  powers  of  pleasing ! " 
To  this  condition  of  beautifully  phosphorescent  rot-heap  has 
Poland  ripened,  in  the  helpless  reigns  of  those  poor  Augusts ; 
—  the  fulness  of  time  not  now  far  off,  one  would  say  ?    It 
would  complete  the  picture,  could  I  go  into  the  state  of  what 
is  called  ''  Religion ''  in  Poland.    Dissenterism,  of  various  poor 
types,  is  extensive ;  and,  over  against  it,  is  such  a  type  of 
Jesuit  Fanaticism  as  has  no  fellow  in  that  day.    Of  which 
there  have  been  truly  savage  and  sanguinary  outbreaks,  from 
time  to  time ;  especially  one  at  Thorn,  f oi-ty  years  ago,  which 
shocked  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and  the  whole  Protestant  world.* 
Polish  Orthodoxy,  in  that  time,  and  perhaps  still  in  ours,  is  a 
thing  worth  noting.    A  late  Tourist  informs  me,  he  saw  on 
the  streets  of  Stettin,  not  long  since,  a  drunk  human  creature 
staggering  about,  who  seemed  to  be  a  Baltic  Sailor,  just  ar- 
rived ;  the  dirtiest,  or  among  the  dirtiest,  of  mankind ;  who,, 
as  he  reeled  along,  kept  slapping  his  hands  upon  his  breast.^ 
and  shouting,  in  exultant  soliloquy,  "  Polack,  Catholik ! " 
am  a  Pole  and  Orthodox,  ye  inferior  two-legged  entities !  —  1 
regard  to  the  Jesuit  Fanaticisms,  at  Thorn  and  elsewhere,  x:^o 
blame  can  attach  to  the  poor  Augusts,  who  always  leant  t^lxc 
other  way,  what  they  durst  or  could.     Nor  is  specialty     of 
blame  due  to  them  on  any  score;  it  was  "like  People,  lifee 
King,"  all  along ;  —  and  they,  such  their  luck,  have  livecL    to 
bring  in  the  fulness  of  time. 

^  Rolhi^re,  i.  216  (a  noteworthy  passage). 

s  See  snprk,  ti.  64  (and  many  old  Pamphlet!  on  it). 
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The  Saxon  Electors  are  again  aspirants  for  this  enTiaUe 
Throne.  We  have  seen  the  beautifol  Electress  zealously  so- 
liciting Friedrich  for  help  in  that  project;  Friedrich,  in  a 
dexterously  graceful  manner,  altogether  declining.  Hereditary 
Saxons  are  not  to  be  the  expedient  this  time,  it  would  seem ; 
a  grandiose  Czarina  has  decided  otherwise.  Why  should  not 
she  ?  She  and  all  the  world  are  well  aware,  Russia  has  been 
virtual  lord  of  Poland  this  long  time.  Credible  enough  that 
Russia  intends  to  continue  so ;  and  also  that  it  will  be  able, 
without  very  much  expenditure  of  new  contrivance  for  that 
object. 

So  far  as  can  be  guessed  and  assiduously  deduced  from 
Bulhiere,  with  your  best  attention,  Russian  Catharine's  inter- 
ference seems  first  of  all  to  have  been  grounded  on  the  g^ran- 
diose  philanthropic  principle.  Astonishing  to  the  liberal  mind ; 
yet  to  appearance  true.  Rulhiere  nowhere  says  so ;  but  that 
is  gradually  one's  own  perception  of  the  matter ;  no  other  ref* 
uge  for  you  out  of  flat  inconceivability.  Philanthropic  prin- 
ciple, we  say,  which  the  Yoltaires  and  Sages  of  that  Epoch 
are  prescribing  as  one's  duty  and  one's  glory :  "  0  ye  Kings, 
why  won't  you  do  good  to  mankind,  then  ? "  Catharine,  a 
kind  of  She-Louis  Quatorze,  was  equal  to  such  a  thing.  To 
put  one's  cast  Lover  into  a  throne,  —  poor  soul,  console  him  in 
that  manner; — and  reduce  the  long-dissentient  Country  to 
blessed  composure  under  him  :  what  a  thing  I  Foolish  Ponia- 
towski,  an  empty,  windy  creature,  redolent  of  macassar  and 
the  finer  sensibilities  of  the  heart :  him  she  did  make  King  of 
Poland;  but  to  reduce  the  long-dissentient  Country  to  com- 
posure, —  that  was  what  she  could  not  do.  Countries  in  that 
predicament  are  sometimes  very  difficult  to  compose.  The 
Czarina  took,  for  above  five  years,  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  with- 
out losing  patience.  The  Czarina,  after  every  new  effort,  per- 
ceived with  astonishment  that  she  was  farther  from  success 
than  ever.  With  astonishment ;  and  gradually  with  irritation, 
thickening  and  mounting  towards  indignation. 

There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  grandiose  Woman 
handled,  or  designed  to  handle,  a  doomed  Poland  in  the  mer- 
feline-diabolic  way  set  forth  with  wearisome  loud  reit- 
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eration  in  those  distracted  Books;  playing  with  the  poor 
Country  as  cat  does  with  mouse ;  now  lifting  her  fell  paw, 
letting  the  poor  mouse  go  loose  in  floods  of  celestial  joy  and 
hope  without  limit;  and  always  clutching  the  hapless  crea- 
ture back  into  the  blackness  of  death,  before  eating  and  ending 
it.  Reason  first  is,  that  the  Czarina,  as  we  see  her  elsewhere, 
never  was  in  the  least  a  Cat  or  a  Devil,  but  a  mere  Woman ; 
already  virtual  proprietress  of  Poland,  and  needing  little  con- 
trivance to  keep  it  virtually  hers.  Reason  second  is,  that  she 
had  not  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  could  not  foreknow  the 
Polish  events  of  the  next  ten  years,  much  less  shape  them 
out  beforehand,  and  preside  over  them,  like  a  Devil  or  other- 
wise, in  the  way  supposed. 

My  own  private  conjecture,  I  confess,  has  rather  grown  to 
be,  on  much  reading  of  those  Rtdhieres  and  distracted  Books, 
that  the  Czarina,  —  who  was  a  grandiose  creature,  with  con- 
siderable magnanimities,  natur<J  and  acquired;  with  many 
ostentations,  some  really  great  qualities  and  talents ;  in  effect, 
a  kind  of  She-Louis  Quatorze  (if  the  reader  will  reflect  on  that 
Royal  Gentleman,  and  put  him  into  petticoats  in  Russia,  and 
change  his  improper  females  for  improper  males),  —  that  the 
Czarina,  very  clearly  resolute  to  keep  Poland  hers,  had  deter- 
mined with  herself  to  do  something  very  handsome  in  regard 
to  Poland ;  and  to  gain  glory,  both  with  the  enlightened  Philo- 
sophe  classes  and  with  her  own  proud  heart,  by  her  treatment 
of  that  intricate  matter.  "  On  the  one  hand,"  thinks  she,  or 
let  us  fancy  she  thinks,  "here  is  Poland;  a  Country  fallen 
bedrid  amid  Anarchies,  curable  or  incurable  ;  much  tormented 
with  religious  intolerance  at  this  time,  hateful  to  the  philo- 
sophic mind ;  a  hateful  fanaticism  growing  upon  it  for  forty 
years  past  [though  it  is  quite  against  Polish  Law] ;  and  the 
cries  of  oppressed  Dissidents  [Dissenters,  chiefly  of  the  Protes- 
tant and  of  the  Greek  persuasion]  becoming  more  and  more 
distressing  to  hear.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  here  is  Ponia- 
towski  who,  who  — ! " 

Readers  have  not  forgotten  the  handsome,  otherwise  ex- 
tremely paltry,  young  Polack,  Stanislaus  Poniatowski,  whom 
Excellency  Williams  took  with  him  8  or  9  years  ago,  osten- 
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■ibly  as  ''  Secretary  of  Legation,"  unostensibly  as  someihiiig 
▼ery  different  ?  Handsome  Stanislaus  did  duly  become  Lover 
of  the  Grand-Duchess ;  and  has  duly,  in  the  course  of  Nature, 
aome  time  ago  (date  uncertain  to  me),  become  discarded  Lover ; 
the  question  rising,  What  is  to  be  done  with  that  elegant 
fn^^ng  creature,  and  his  vaporous  sentimentalisms  and  sublime 
sorrows  and  disappointments?  '^Let  us  make  him  l^ing 
of  Poland!"  said  the  Czarina,  who  was  always  much  the 
gentleman  with  her  discarded  Lovers  (more  so,  I  should  say, 
than  Louis  Quatorze  with  his;  —  and  indeed  it  is  computed 
they  cost  her  in  direct  moneys  about  twenty  millions  sterling, 
—being  numerous  and  greedy ;  but  never  the  least  tiff  of 
scolding  or  ill  language) :  ^  —  '<  King  of  Poland,  with  furnish- 
ings, and  set  him  handsomely  up  in  the  world!  We  will 
close  the  Dissident  Business  for  him,  cure  many  a  curable 
Anarchy  of  Poland,  to  the  satis&ction  of  Voltaire  and  all 
leading  spirits  of  mankind.  He  shall  have  outfit  of  Bussian 
troops,  poor  creature ;  and  be  able  to  put  down  Anarchies,  and 
show  himself  a  useful  and  grateful  Viceroy  for  us  there.  Out- 
fit of  10,000  troops,  a  wise  Bussian  Manager :  and  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  Dissidents  to  be  settled  as  the  first  glory  of  his 
reign!" 

Ingenuous  readers  are  invited  to  try,  in  their  diffuse  vague 
BuLhiereSj  and  unintelligible  shrieky  Polish  Histories,  whether 
this  notion  does  not  rise  on  them  as  a  possible  human  expla- 
nation, more  credible  than  the  feline-diabolic  one,  which  needs 
withal  such  a  foreknowledge,  unattainable  by  cat  or  devil  ? 
Poland  must  not  rise  to  be  too  strong  a  Country,  and  turn  its 
back  on  Bussia.  No,  truly;  nor,  except  by  miraculous  sus- 
pension of  the  Laws  of  Nature,  is  there  danger  of  that.  But 
neither  need  Poland  lie  utterly  lame  and  prostrate,  useless  to 
Bussia ;  and  be  tortured  on  its  sick-bed  with  Dissident  Ques- 
tions and  Anarchies,  curable  by  a  strong  Sovereign,  of  whom 
much  is  expected  by  Voltaire  and  the  leading  spirits  of  man- 


What  we  shall  have  to  say  with  perfect  certainty,  and  what 

1  GMt^ra  {VUd^CaAanm  II,)  has  an  elabonte  Appendix  on  this  xaut  ol 
kbiabject. 


246  AFTERNOON  AND  EVENING.  Book  XXL 

179^170. 

alone  coucerns  us  in  our  own  afiEair^  ib,  first,  that  Catharine 
did  proceed  by  this  inethodi  of  crowning,  fitting  out  and  other- 
wise setting  up  Stanislaus;  did  attempt  settlement  (and  at 
one  time  thought  she  had  settled)  the  Dissident  Question  and 
some  curable  Anarchies,  —  but  stirred  up  such  legions  of  in- 
curable, waxing  on  her  hands,  day  after  day,  year  after  year, 
as  were  abundantly  provoking  and  astonishing:  —  and  that 
within  the  next  eight  years  she  had  arrived,  with  Poland  and 
her  cargo  of  anarchies,  at  results  which  struck  the  whole  world 
dumb.  Dumb  with  astonishment,  for  some  time;  and  then 
into  tempests  of  vociferation  more  or  less  delirious,  which 
have  never  yet  quite  ended,  though  sinking  gradually  to  lower 
and  lower  stages  of  human  vocality.  Fact  first  is  abundantly 
manifest.  Nor  is  fact  second  any  longer  doubtful.  That  King 
Friedrich,  in  regard  to  all  this,  till  a  real  crisis  elsewhere  had 
risen,  took  little  or  no  visible  interest  whatever;  had  one 
unvarying  course  of  conduct,  that  of  punctually  following 
Czarish  Majesty  in  every  respect;  instructing  his  Minister 
at  Warsaw  always  to  second  and  reinforce  the  Russian  one, 
as  his  one  rule  of  policy  in  that  Country,  — whose  distracted 
procedures,  imbecilities  and  anarchies,  are,  beyond  this  point 
of  keeping  well  with  a  grandiose  Czarina  concerned  in  it,  of  no 
apparent  practical  interest  to  Prussia  or  its  King. 

Friedrich,  for  a  long  time,  passed  with  the  Public  for 
contriver  of  the  Catastrophe  of  Poland,  —  "  felonious  mortal,** 
'' monster  of  maleficence,"  and  what  not,  in  consequence. 
Rulhi^re,  whose  notion  of  him  is  none  of  the  friendliest  nor 
correctest,  acquits  him  of  this  atrocity ;  declares  him,  till  the 
very  end,  mainly  or  altogether  passive  in  it.  Which  I  think 
is  a  little  more  than  the  truth,  —  and  only  a  little,  as  perhaps 
may  appear  by  and  by.  Beyond  dispute,  these  Polish  events 
did  at  last  grow  interesting  enough  to  Prussia  and  its  King ; 
— and  it  will  be  our  task,  sufficient  in  this  place,  to  extricate 
and  riddle  out  what  few  of  these  had  any  cardinal  or  notable 
quality,  and  put  them  down  (dated,  if  possible,  and  in  intelli- 
gible form),  as  pertinent  to  throwing  light  on  this  distressing 
matter,  with  careful  exclusion  of  the  immense  mass  which  can 
throw  only  darkness. 
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£a>Lover  FamaUmfski  becomes  King  of  Poland  (7th  Sept.  1764), 
<md  is  crovmed  tvithout  Loss  of  his  Hair. 

Warsaw,  1th  September  1764^  Stanislaus  Poniatowski,  by 
what  management  of  an  Imperial  Catharine  upon  an  anarchio 
Nation  readers  shall  imagine  ad  libitum^  was  elected,  what 
they  call  elected,  King  of  Poland.  Of  course  there  had  been 
preliminary  Diets  of  Convocation,  much  dieting,  demonstrating 
and  electing  of  imaginary  members  of  Diet,  —  only  '^  ten  per- 
sons massacred  "  in  the  business.  There  was  a  Saxon  Party ; 
but  no  counter-candidate  of  that  or  any  other  nation.  Eong 
Friedrich,  solicited  by  a  charming  Electress-Dowager,  decides 
to  remain  accurately  passive.  Polish  emissaries  came  entreat- 
ing him.  A  certain  Mockranowski,  who  had  been  a  soldier 
under  him  (never  of  much  mark  in  that  capacity,  though  now 
a  flamingly  conspicuous  ''  Greneral ''  and  Politician,  in  the  new 
scene  he  has  got  into),  came  passionately  entreating  (Potsdam, 
Summer  of  1764,  is  all  the  date),  *'  Donnez  nous  le  Prince  Henri^ 
Give  us  Prince  Henri  for  a  King ! "  the  sound  of  which  almost 
made  Friedrich  turn  pale:  "Have  you  spoken  or  hinted  of 
this  to  the  Prince  ? "  "  No,  your  Majesty."  "  Home,  then, 
instantly ;  and  not  a  whisper  of  it  again  to  any  mortal ! "  ^ 
which,  they  say,  greatly  irritated  Prince  Henri,  and  left  a 
permanent  sore-place  in  his  mind,  when  he  came  to  hear  of  it 
long  after. 

"A  question  rises  here,"  says  one  of  my  Notes,  which 
perhaps  I  had  better  have  burnt:  "At  or  about  what  dates 
did  this  glorious  Poniatowski  become  Lover  of  the  Grand- 
Duchess,  and  then  become  Ex-Lover?  Nobody  will  say;  or 
perhaps  can  ?  '  Would  have  been  a  small  satisfaction  to  us, 
and  it  is  denied !  '  Hitter  Williams '  (that  is,  Hanbury)  must 
have  produced  him  at  Petersburg  some  time  in  1756 ;  '  11th 
January,  1757,'  finding  it  would  suit,  Poniatowski  appeared 
diere  on  his  own  footing  as  '  Ambassador  from  Warsaw,' "  — 
(easy  to  get  that  kind  of  credential  from  a  devoted  Warsaw^ 

1  Rnlhi^re,  ii.  268 ;  Hermann,  vi.  355-364. 

*  PnoBs  (iv.  12)  leemB  to  tiy,  but  does  not  succeed. 
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if  you  are  succeeding  at  the  Court  of  Petersburg ;  "  Warsaw 
watchfully  makes  that  the  rule  of  distributing  its  honors; 
and,  from  freezing-point  upwards,  is  the  most  delicate  ther- 
mometer/' says  Hermann  somewhere).  And  this  is  our  one 
date,  "Poniatowski  in  business,  Springy  1767  ;*'  of  '^Poniatow- 
ski  fallen  bankrupt,"  date  is  totally  wanting. 

<' Poniatowski's  age  is  32  gone; — how  long  out  of  Bussii^ 
readers  have  to  guess.  Made  his  first  public  appearance  on 
the  streets  of  Warsaw,  in  the  late  Election  time,  as  a  Captain 
of  Patriot  Volunteers,  —  'Independence  of  Poland!  Shall 
Poland  be  dictated  to  I'  cried  Stanislaus  and  an  indignant 
Public  at  one  stage  of  the  affair.  His  Uncles  Czartoryski 
were  piloting  him  in ;  and  in  that  mad  element,  the  cries,  and 
shiftings  of  tack,  had  to  be  many.^  He  is  Nephew,  by  his 
mother,  of  these  Czartoryskis ;  but  is  not  by  the  father  of 
very  high  family.  *  Ought  he  to  be  King  of  Poland  ? '  argued 
some  Polish  Emissary  at  Petersburg :  *  His  Grandfather  was 
Land-steward  to  the  Sapiehas.'  *  And  if  he  himself  had  been 
it!'  said  the  Empress,  inflexible,  though  with  a  blush.  —  It 
seems  the  family  was  really  good,  though  fallen  poor;  and, 
since  that  Land-steward  phasis,  had  bloomed  well  out  again. 
His  Father  was  conspicuous  as  a  busy,  shifting  kind  of  man, 
in  the  Charles-Twelfth  and  other  troubles ;  had  died  two  years 
ago,  as  '  Castellan  of  Cracow ; '  always  a  dear  friend  of  Stanis- 
laus Leczinski,  who  gets  his  death  two  years  hence  [in  1766, 
as  we  have  seen]. 

"Bling  Stanislaus  Poniatowski  had  five  Brothers:  two  of 
them  dead  long  before  this  time ;  a  third,  still  alive,  was 
Bishop  of  Something,  Abbot  of  Something ;  ate  his  revenues 
in  peace,  and  demands  silence  from  us.  The  other  two,  Casi- 
mir  and  Andreas,  are  better  worth  naming,  —  especially  the 
Son  of  one  of  them  is.  Casimir,  the  eldest,  is  *  Grand  Crown- 
Chamberlain  '  in  the  days  now  coming,  is  also  '  Starost  of  Zips 
[a  Country  you  may  note  the  name  of !]  —  and  has  a  Son,' 
who  is  not  the  remarkable  one.  Andreas,  the  second  Brother 
(died  1773),  was  in  the  Austrian  Service,  *  Ordnance-Master,' 

1  In  Hermann,  r.  368^380  (still  more  in  Rulhikre,  ii.  119-289),  weaiiiomft 
aocoont  of  ererf  particnlar. 
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of  p0ts  and  weigiit ; — who  has  bin  htm  si  W» 


a  Soa  (sit  tdiiB  time  a  child  in  snns), — wiio  is  rasHj  tbs 
tenasAahiB  *-  Sephew  of  Kiiig  Stsnwiaiw/  sod  still  deaerm  s 


*^Tlua  !fepheWy  bred  aa  an  Anstziaii  aoldiflr,  liks  his  fkther* 
is  die  Jampk  Fandatawakiy  who  was  Tezj  famous  in  the  News> 
p^ets  fifty  jeaza  ago.  By  sUappesnocsy  amanof  aome  xeol 
pstnotisiiy  energy  and  worth.  He  had  tried  to  faelieTa  (though* 
I  think,  never  rightly  able)  what  his  onmipotent  Xa^Ieon  had 
pcomiaed  ^tth^  that  extinct  Poland shoold  be  resuscitated;  and 
he  fooght  and  atrore  very  fiercely,  his  Fdes  and  he,  in  tiiat 
faith  or  half-faztiL  And  perished,  fiercely  fighting  for  X^x>» 
leon,  fiercely  coTi^ring  Xapoleon^s  retreat  when  his  game  was 
lo^:  horae  and  man  plunged  into  the  Elster  Birer  (Leipzig 
Comtiy,  October  19th,  1813^  CTening  of  the  'Battle  of  the  Xa^ 
tioos  *  there),  and  sank  forever; — and  the  last  ^eam  of  Poland 
along  with  him.^  Not  even  a  momentary  gleam  of  hope  for 
her,  in  the  sane  or  half-flane  kind,  since  that, — though  aha 
now  and  then  atUL  tries  it  in  the  insane:  the  moie  to  wtj 
segret,  for  her  and  others  I 

'Beaides  these  tiiree  Brothers,  King  Stanblaos  had  tww 

Sisters  atill  liring:  one  of  them  Wife  of  a  rery  high  Z^ 

^aoiaki;  the  other  of  a  ditto  Branicki  (pronoozKe  Btani^stki) — 

lum  whom  onr  German  Books  call  Knm-GroesfMJktrr^  ^C^awi 

^Jrown-General,'  if  the  Crown  have  any  soldiers  at  all;  the 

9nUinie,  debanched  old  Branicki,  of  whom  Bnlhiere  is  contin- 

^ually  talking;  and  never  reports  anything  but  fntilities  in  a 

^tile  manner.    So  nmch  is  fatile,  and  not  worth  reporting,  in 

this  Polish  element ! — King  Stamslaos  himiwlf  was  bom  17th 

January,  1732 ;  played  King  of  shreds  and  patches  till  1790, 

— or  even  farther  ('not  till  1795  did  Catharine  plnck  the  paper 

tabard  qoite  off  him) ;  he  died  in  Petersburg  Fefaraary  lltk 

or  12tfa,  1796."    After  such  a  life!  — 

Stanialaaa  waa  crowned  25th  November,  17^    He  needs, 
U  pvdiminazy,  to  be  anointed,  on  the  bare  scalp  of  him,  with 

I  »■■  ■  ■'  Cmmrmik  (|  PoucowiU,  Jonph).  xxxr.  34^-^6%, 
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holy  oil  before  crowning ;  ought  to  have  Ms  head  close-shayed 
with  that  view.  Stanislaus,  having  an  uncommonly  fine  head 
of  hair,  shuddered  at  the  barbarous  idea ;  absolutely  would  not : 
whereupon  delay,  consultation ;  and  at  length  some  artificial 
scalp,  or  second  skull,  of  pasteboard  or  dyed  leather,  was  con- 
trived for  the  poor  man,  which  comfortably  took  the  oiling  in 
a  yicarious  way,  with  the  ambrosial  locks  weU  packed  out  of 
sight  under  it,  and  capable  of  flowing  out  again  next  day,  as 
if  nothing  had  happened.^  Not  a  sublime  specimen  of  Orna- 
mental Human  Nature,  this  poor  Stanislaus!  Ornamental 
wholly:  the  body  of  him,  and  the  mind  of  him,  got  up  for 
representation ;  and  terribly  plucked  to  pieces  on  the  stage  of 
the  world.  You  may  try  to  drop  a  tear  over  him,  but  will  find 
mostly  that  you  cannot. 

For  severed  Years  the  Dissident  Question  cannot  be  got  settled  ; 
Confederation  of  Radom  (23d  June,  1767-5th  March,  1768) 
pushes  it  into  Settlement. 

For  several  years  after  this  feat  of  the  false  scalp,  through 
long  volumes,  wearisome  even  in  Rulhiere,  there  turns  up  noth- 
ing which  can  now  be  called  memorable.  The  settling  of  the 
Dissident  Question  proves  extremely  tedious  to  an  impatient 
Czarina ;  as  to  curing  of  the  other  curable  Anarchies,  there  is 
absolutely  nothing  but  a  knitting  up  by  A,  with  a  ravelling- 
out  again  by  B,  and  no  progress  discernible  whatever.  Impa- 
tient Czarina  ardently  pushes  on  some  Dissident  settlement,  — 
seconded  by  King  Friedrich  and  the  chief  Protestant  Courts, 
London  included,  and  by  the  European  leading  spirits  every- 
where,— through  endless  difficulties:  finds  native  Orthodoxy 
an  imexpectedly  stiff  matter;  Bishops  generally  having  a 
fanaticism  which  is  wonderful  to  think  of,  and  which  keeps 
mounting  higher  and  higher.  Till  at  length  there  will  Images 
of  the  Virgin  take  to  weeping,  —  as  they  generally  do  in  such 
cases,  when  in  the  vicinity  of  brew-houses  and  conveniences ;  • 

1  Bnlhi^re. 

*  IHcolai,  in  his  TravtU  over  Gfrmany,  doggedly  undertook  to  orerhanl 
one  of  those  weeping  Virgins  (somewhere  in  Aastrin.  I  think) ;  and  found 
her,  he  says,  to  depend  on  subterranean  percolation  of  steam  from  a  Breweiy 
not  far  off. 
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—  a  Cannelite  Monk  go  about  the  country  working  miracles; 
and,  in  short,  an  extremely  ugly  phasis  of  religioufi  human 
nature  disclose  itself  to  the  afSicted  reader.  King  Friedrich 
thinks,  had  it  not  been  for  this  Dissident  Question,  things 
would  haTe  taken  their  old  Saxon  complexion,  and  Poland 
might  have  r^Dtted  on  as  heretofore,  perhaps  a  good  while 
longer. 

As  to  the  kz±:ting-up  and  rarellingout  again,  which  is  called 

curing  of  the  r^thcv  anarchies,  no  reader  can  or  neeri  say  any* 

thing:  It  seams  to  be  a  most  painful  knitting-ap,  by  the  Czar* 

torrskij  ehiedj.  zhxtu,  an  instant    raTelling  out  by  malign 

Oppoeitioa  poriiea  of  Taiiooa  indiitini^t  complexion ;  the  kni^ 

tinz.  zLe  ^.-ry  -  n  g-   and  the  malign  <>ppo8ition  parties,  alike 

in-iiirinr.i:  -izd  -vizhjorit  Lat*»re3t  to  mankiniL    A  cenain  'irunken, 

rather  hnzal  Pliannadm  of  a  Prince  BadnTU,  who  botes  the 

CzaztoTjikii.  .Lnii  ia  drf^uifiLllT  gi^en  to  drink,  to  waatefal 

ambriiocj  an*!  'it^hanisiieriea.  %:ires  mmih  in  these  buaineases ; 

is  got  caaiiilieii  laii  lon^acjiZntL  by  some  Coniederafion  formed } 

then,  by  ne'^  Conr'aleraxioad.  id   recalled  anil  reinstated, — 

worse  if  poaailjle  dum  ^ver.     The  thin^*  id  reality ;  hat  it  reskhi 

like  a  Phansaamavznry  proiliiceii  by  Lapland  Wlct'iies.  imdt*r 

^residem!y  of  Diiihchia  .  rery  'it^vr^ii^iLLj  -lie  Derii  presiiiinq;  jua 

3'oa  see  as  iH  ^nims  -.  —  md  is  not  ^sror:]!  imLerstaadinij^  were 

xt  even  easTr. 

ICocb.  Mmi-inceniizihie.  wholly  fi:r!if!asible  Jtii^  iI)oat  Kin^ 
SfcuiwTfljia  iniL  his  i:ifii*ul::iefl.  irni  Jin  iupiii'Lidea  mil  '3T>acheF- 
«us  imhefiilineM.^  iotv  it?  interesn  i.;  an  mitral  :^t3nisians  ia 
at  one  tsme  'snt  '▼:tii  -Jie  mcies  Czanoryski.  ic  laoriier  .n  -vlth 
these  wirrJiT  ipnrirtmen  l  Jion  rnx  l;ki*Iv  r^i  »nrf»  \  namiiies, 
nnlesa  wiahinL^  v-iuut  in  .t.  <jn  -Jie  DirfHiiienc  'inesccm  itself 
he  aeeiid  fnu:T:n^  i  Iv.iuf  it  liberal  :at*:w.  -"^s  .  iiit  yXA  ^iich 
fiamesi  of  duKirii'Tiun  imier  "iii*  .nwe  )•'  i::n.  I.i  f^rjarri  m  "iie 
Didsiiient  .inii  ii\  jr:ii*r  •ninr.'iv*  imi'f^ssps  je  .a  jiiiijuiii.  *'"wi^'», 
for  momenta  ^r^^iir.itrauc  "a^^  HiiKsiaii  {iiii;^pst:i^ns .  i  nst  .mt)#^ 
cile,  —  forjPt  iiim.  v.th  ir  T:r.;iiyiir  l  v:i;-  Z»*  lijis  ;nll  i  »ond 
deal  of  io-eailKfi  lailantry  in  !iih  .i;uiiLs  iii's  m  jls  Jiuf^ni  y'ihti 
outside  dungs  {o  lontrafiin^irr  -    rhiuK  u'  ji;iLiip  Mniriaiistii 
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printiBg  this  bit  of  Letter  at  one  time,  to  do  him  ill  in  a  certain 
quarter :  '^  Oh,  come  to  me,  mj  Princess  I  Dearer  than  all 
Empresses: — imperial  charms,  what  were  they  to  thine  lor 
a  heart  that  has — "  with  more  of  the  like  stuff,  for  a  Czarina's 
behoof. 

Winter  of  1766,  Imperial  Majesty,  whether  after  or  befoie 
that  miraculous  Carmelite  Monk,  I  do  not  remember,  became 
impatient  of  these  tedious  languors  and  tortuosities  about  the 
Dissident  Question,  and  gave  express  order,  '^  Settle  it  straight- 
way ! "  To  which  end.  Confederations  and  the  other  machinery 
were  set  agoing:  Confederations  among  the  Protestants  and 
Dissidents  themselves,  about  Thorn  and  such  places  (got  up  by 
Eussian  engineering),  and  much  more  extensively  in  the  Lithua- 
nian parts ;  Confederations  of  great  extent,  imperative,  mina- 
tory; ostensibly  for  reinstating  these  poor  people  in  their 
rights  (which,  by  old  PoUsh  Law,  they  quite  expressly  were,  if 
that  were  any  matter),  but  in  reality  for  bringing  back  drunken 
Kadzivil,  who  has  covenanted  to  carry  that  measure.    And  so^ 

June  23dy  1767,  These  multiplex  Polish-Lithuanian  Confed- 
erations, twenty-four  of  them  in  all,  with  their  sublime  ma^ 
shals  and  o£&cials,  and  above  80,000  noblemen  in  them,  meet 
by  deputies  at  Badom,  a  convenient  little  Town  within  wind 
of  Warsaw  (lies  60  miles  to  south  of  Warsaw);  and  there 
coalesce  into  one  general  "Confederation  of  Radom,"*  with 
drunken  Badzivil  atop,  who,  glad  to  be  reinstated  in  his  ample 
Domains  and  Wine-cellars,  and  willing  at  any  rate  to  spite  the 
Czartoryskis  and  others,  has  pledged  himself  to  carry  that 
great  measure  in  Diet,  and  quash  any  iVte  pozwalams  and  diffi- 
culties there  may  be.  This  is  the  once  world-famous,  now 
dimly  discoverable.  Confederation  of  Radom,  which — by  pre- 
paratory declaring,  under  its  hand  and  seal,  That  the  Law  of 
the  Land  must  again  become  valid,  and  "  Free  Polacks  of  Dis- 
sident opinions  concerning  Religion  (Nos  dissidentes  de  rtU- 
gume)j*  as  the  old  Law  phrases  it,  "  shall  have  equal  rights  of 
citizenship" — was  beautifully  instrumental  in  achieving  that 
bit  of  Human  Progress,  and  pushing  it  through  the  Diet^  and 
its  difficulties  shortly  ensuing. 

1  Hennann,  t,  410. 
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Not  that  the  Diet  did  not  need  other  vigorous  treatment  as 
irell,  the  ilame  of  fanaticism  being  frightfully  ardent ;  many  of 
;he  poor  Bishops  having  run  nearly  frantic  at  this  open  spolia- 
don  of  Mother  Ghurchi  and  snatching  of  the  sword  from  Peter. 
}o  that  Imperial  Majesty  had  to  decide  on  picking  out  a  dozen^ 
)r  baker's  dozen,  of  the  hottest  Bishops ;  and  carrying  them 
pietly  into  Russia  under  lock  and  key,  till  the  thing  were 
lone.  Done' it  was,  surely  to  the  infinite  relief  of  mankind ;  — 
[  cannot  say  precisely  on  what  day :  October  13th-14th  (look- 
ing up  of  the  dozen  Bishops),  was  one  vital  epoch  of  it ;  Kovem- 
ber  19th,  1767  (report  of  Committee  on  it,  under  Badzivil's  and 
EUissia's  coercion),  was  another :  first  and  last  it  took  about  five 
months  baking  in  Diet.  Diet  met  Oct.  4th,  1767,  Badzivil  con- 
trolling as  Grand-Marshal,  and  Russia  as  minatory  Phantom 
oontrolling  Radzivil ;  Diet,  after  adjournments,  after  one  long 
adjournment,  disappeared  5th  March,  1768 ;  and  of  work  men- 
tionable  it  had  done  this  of  the  Dissidents  only.  That  of 
contributing  to  '*the  sovereign  contempt  with  which  King 
Stanislaus  is  regarded  by  all  ranks  of  men,"  is  hardly  to  be 
called  peculiar  work  or  peculiarly  mentionable. 

At  this  point,  to  relieve  the  reader's  mind,  and,  at  any  rate, 
as  the  date  is  fully  come,  we  will  introduce  a  small  Newspaper 
Article  from  a  very  high  hand,  little  guessed  till  long  after- 
wards as  the  writer,  —  namely,  from  King  Friedrich's  own. 
It  does  not  touch  on  the  Dissident  Question,  or  the  Polish 
troubles ;  but  does,  in  a  back-handed  way,  on  Prussian  Rumors 
rising  about  them ;  and  may  obliquely  show  more  of  the  King's 
feeling  on  that  subject  than  we  quite  suppose.  It  seems  the 
King  had  heard  that  the  Berlin  people  were  talking  and  rumor- 
ing of  "a  War  being  just  at  hand ; "  whereupon  —  "  March  Bthj 
1767,  in  the  Vossische  Zeitung  (Voss's  Chronicle),  No.  28^"  an 
inquisitive  Berlin  public  read  as  follows:  — 

^  We  are  advised  from  Potsdam,  that,  on  the  27th  of  lUr 
maiy,  towards  evening,  the  sky  began  to  get  overcast;  Ua 
douds,  presaging  a  tempest  of  unexampled  fury,  oovexed 
the  horizon :  the  thunder,  with  its  lightnings,  forked  bol 
amaiing  brilliancy,  burst  out ;  and,  under  its  redoubled 
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there  descended  such  a  torrent  of  hail  as  within  man's  memoiy 
had  not  been  seen.    Of  two  bullocks  yoked  in  their  plough, 
with  which  a  peasant  was  hastening  home^  one  was  struck  on 
the  head  by  a  piece  of  it^  and  killed  outright.     Many  of  the 
common  people  were  wounded  in  the  streets;  a  brewer  had  his 
arm  broken.    Roofs  are  destroyed  by  the  weight  of  this  hail ; 
all  the  windows  that  looked  windward  while  it  fell  were  broken. 
In  the  streets^  hailstones  were  found  of  the  size  of  pumpkins 
(ciirouilles),  which  had  not  quite  melted  two  hours  after  the 
storm  ceased.    This  singular  phenomenon  has  made  a  veiy 
great  impression.    Scientific  people  say,  the  air  had  not  buoy- 
ancy enough  to  support  these  solid  masses  when  congealed  to 
ice ;  that  the  small  hailstones  ip.  these  clouds  getting  so  lashed 
about  in  the  impetuosity  of  the  winds,  had  united  the  more  the 
farther  they  fell,  and  had  not  acquired  that  enormous  magni- 
tude till  comparatively  near  the  earth.    Whatever  way  it  may 
have  happened,  it  is  certain  that  occurrences  of  that  kind  aie 
rare,  and  almost  without  example."  * 

Another  singularity  is,  "Professor  Johann  Daniel  Titius  of 
Wittenberg,"  who  teaches  Natural  Philosophy  in  that  famous 
University,  one  may  judge  with  what  effect,  wrote  a  Mono- 
graph on  this  unusual  Phenomenon!' 

Confederation  of  Bar  ensues,  on  the  per^contra  side  (Mareh  28thy 
1768) ;  and,  as  first  Result  of  its  Achievements  (October  6tfa| 
1768),  a  Turk-Russian  War, 

The  Confederation  of  Radom,  and  its  victorious  Diet,  had 
hardly  begun  their  Song  of  Triumph,  when  there  ensued  on 
the  per-contra  side  a  flaming  Confederation  of  Bar ;  —  whioh, 
by  successive  stages,  does  at  last  burn  out  the  Ana^^hm  of 
Poland,  and  reduce  them  to  ashes.  Confederation  of  Bir; 
and  then,  as  progeny  of  that,  for  and  against,  such  a  brood 
of  Confederations,  orthodox,  heterodox,  big,  little,  Bho!rt4hrofl| 
long-lived,  of  all  complexions  and  degrees  of  no^y  fctji 
potent,  at  any  rate,  each  of  them  for  murder  and  anoiif  n^**^ 

1  VouUche  Zeilung,  ubi  supra :  (Euvres  de  FrSdSric,  xf.  SOi. 

s  Rodenbeck  (ii.  285)  gives  the  Title  of  it,  "  Conndentimt  flitfi  J^    - 

-'  ^Last  Year  (Wittenberg,  17dS)."  ' 
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certain  radius,  as  the  Eartli  never  saw  before.  Not  was  tlie 
ime  of  those  inextricable  marcMngs  (as  inioads  and  oatroads) 
hrougb  the  Lithuanian  Bogs,  of  those  death-defiant,  uupaiaL- 
sled  exploits,  skiimishiugs,  scaladmgs,  riding  hy  the  edge 
f  precipices,  of  Polawski,  Potocki  and  others,  —  iu  which 
tulhivre  loses  himself  and  turns  ou  his  axis,  amid  impatient 
eaders. 

For  the  Russian  troops  (sammoned  by  a  txembling  Stanislaus 
jid  his  Senate,  in  terms  of  Treaty  1764),  and  in  more  languid 
oanner,  the  Stanislaus  soldiery,  as  per  law  of  the  case,  pro- 
leeded  to  strike  in,  —  generally,  my  impression  was,  with  an 
lye  to  iiiaiTit-a.in  the  King's  Peace  and  keep  down  murder  and 
mon :  — and  sure  enough,  the  small  bodies  of  drilled  Russians 
dew  an  infariated  orthodox  Polack  chivalry  to  right  and  left 
it  a  short  notice  ;  but  as  to  the  Constable's  Peace  or  King's, 
oade  no  improTement  upon  that,  far  the  reverse.  It  is  certain 
he  Confederate  chivalry  were  driven  about,  at  a  terrible  rate, 
—  over  the  Turk  frontier  for  shelter;  began  to  appeal  to  the 
irand  Turk,  in  desperate  t«rms :  "  Brother  of  the  Sun  and 
Uoon,  saw  yon  ever  such  a  chance  for  finishing  Russia? 
Polack  chivalry  is  Orthodox  Catholic,  but  also  it  is  Anti- 
Russian  I"  The  Turk  beginning  to  give  ear  to  it,  made  the 
natter  pressing  and  serious.  Here,  mors  specifically,  are  some 
features  and  successive  phases,  —  unless  the  reader  prefer  to 
ikip. 

"  Bar,  JtlarcA,  1768.  The  Confedemtion  of  Badom,  as  effi- 
nent  preliminary,  and  chief  agent  in  that  Diet  of  emancipa- 
tion to  the  Dissident  human  mind,  ui^t  long  have  been 
Famous  over  Poland  and  the  world  ;  but  there  instantly  fol- 
lowed as  corollary  to  it  a  CoTifod«ration  ef  Bar,  whioh  quite 
limmed  the  fame  of  Kadom,  and  indeed  of  all  C-onfederationa 
prior  or  posterior !  As  the  Confederation  of  Bar  and  its  Do- 
ings, or  rather  sufferings  and  bagioal  nuadoioffl  and  undoings, 
still  hang  like  fitful  spef*^ '*" 
vague  ghastly  comptezicb  -  - 
least :  Since  they  mm  ^ 
IB  in  the  Waiwudshli  ~~ 
»  Bcmtheast  oC  1 
Vol.  7 
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— »not  far  very  from  that  mystery  of  the  Dniester,  the  Zapc^ 
ravian  GossaokSy— from  those  rapids  or  cataracts  (quasi-cati^ 
racts  of  the  Dniester,  with  Islands  in  them,  where  those 
Cossack  robbers  liye  unassailable) :  —  across  the  Dniester  lies 
Turkey,  and  its  famed  Fortress  of  Choczim.  This  is  a  com- 
modious station  for  Polish  Grentlemen  intending  mutiny  bj 
law. 

'^  March  Sth,  1768,  Three  short  days  after  the  Diet  of  Badom 
had  done  its  fine  feat,  and  retired  to  privacy,  news  came  to 
Warsaw,  That  Podolia  and  the  Southern  parts  are  all  up,  con- 
federating with  the  highest  animation;  in  hot  rage  against, 
such  decision  of  a  Diet,  contrary  to  Holy  Religion  and 
much  else;  and  that  the  said  decision  will  have  to  fight  fo 
itself,  now  that  it  has  done  voting.    This  interesting  news  i 
true ;  and  goes  on  intensifying  and  enlarging  itself  one  dread 
ful  Confederation  springing  up,  and  then  another  and  eve 
another,  day  after  day;  till  at  last  we  hear  that  on  tb 
27th  of  the  month,  March  27th,  1768,  at  Bar,  a  little  To 
on  the  Southern  or  Turkish  Frontier,  all  these  more  or  1 
dreadful  Confederations  have  met  by  delegates,  and  coalescea^^ad 
into  one   'Confederation  of  Bar,'  —  which  did  surely  proi 
dreadful  enough,  to  itself  especially,  in  the  months  now  ei 
suing !  *' 

No  history  of  Bar  Confederation  shall  we  dream  of; 
be  such  an  attempt  from  us.    It  consists  of  many  Confedei 
tions,  and  out  of  each,  pro  and  contra,  spring  many.     Lil^KUte 
the  Lernean  Hydra,  or  even  Hydras  in   a  plural  conditio  -^^n. 

A  many-headed  dog :  and  how  many  whelps  it  had,  —  I  ca ^• 

not  give  even  the  cipher  of  them,  or  I  would!    One  whe     ^p 
Confederation,  that  of  Cracow,  is  distinguished  by  havir-:^^ 
frequently  or  generally  been  "drunk ; "  and  of  course  its  pr-<^ 
cedures  had  often  a  vinous  character.*    I  fancy  to  have  reax/ 
somewhere  that  the  number  of  them  was  one  hundred  aorf        j 
twenty-five.    The  rumor  and  the  furious  barking  of  Bar  and        jy 
its  whelps  goes  into  all  lands  :  such  rabid  loud  baying  at  man- 
kind  and  the  moon ;  and  then,  under  Russia's  treatment,  such 

1  In  Hermann  (r.  4dl-44S);  and  espedaUj in  Rulkikn  (u. Ifne S ii wq.), 
dttaOt  in  rapeiabondanoa 
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ihrill  yelping  and  shrieking,  was  not  heard  in  the  world  before^ 
iiiough  perhaps  it  has  since. 

Poor  Bar^s  exploits  in  the  fighting  way  were  highly  inoon- 

ddarable;  all  on  the  same  scale ;  and  spread  over  such  a  surface 

>f  country,  mostly  unknown,  as  renders  it  impossible  to  give 

liem  head-room,  were  you  never  so  unfurnished.    They  can  be 

•ead  in  eloquent  Rulhifere ;  but  by  no  mortal  held  in  memory. 

I^narchy  is  not  a  thing  to  be  written  of ;  a  Lemean  Hydro, 

leveral  Lemean  Hydras,  in  chaotic  genesis,  getting  their  heads 

opped  off,  and  at  the  same  time  sprouting  new  ones  in  such 

■atio,  where  is  the  Zoologist  that  will  give  account  of  it  ? 

rhere  was  not  anything  considerable  of  fighting ;  but  of  bully- 

ng,  plundering,  murdering  and  being  murdered,  a  frightful 

unount    There  are  seizures  of  castles,  convents,  defensible 

louses ;  marches  at  a  rate  like  that  of  antelopes,  through  the 

Lithuanian  parts,  boggy,  hungry,  boundless,  opening  to  the 

^mcy  the  Infinitude  of  Peat,  in  the  solid  and  the  fluid  state. 

rbis,  perhaps,  is  the  finest  species  of  feats,  though  they  never 

Lead  to  anything.    There  are  heroes  famed  for  these  marches. 

The  Pulawskis,  for  example,  — four  of  them,  Lawyer  people, 

—  showed  much  activity,  and  a  talent  for  impromptu  soldie^ 

ing,  in  that  kind.    The  Magnates  of  the  Confederation,  I  was 

■orprised  to  learn,  had  all  quitted  it,  the  instant  it  came  to 

strokes :  "You  Lawyer  people,  with  your  priests  and  orthodox 

peasantries,  you  do  the  fighting  part ;  ours  is  the  consulting ! " 

And  except  Potocki  (and  he  worse  than  none),  there  is  presently 

not  a  Magnate  of  them  left  in  Poland, — the  rest  all  gone 

aeross  the  Austrian  Border,  to  Teschen,  to  Bilitz,  a  handy 

little  town  and  domain  in  that  Duchy  of  Teschen;  —  and  sit 

there  as  "Committee  of  Government:''  much  at  their  ease 

in  comparison,  could  they  but  agree  among  themselves,  which 

they  cannot    Bilitz  is  one  of  the  many  domains  of  Magnate 

Sulkowski:— do  readers  recollect  the  Sulkowski  who  at  one 

time  ''declared  War  "  on  King  Friedrich ;  and  was  picked  up, 

both  War  and  he,  so  compendiously  by  Gkneral  Goltz,  and 

locked  in  Glogau  to  cool  ?    This  is  the  same  Sulkowski ;  much 

eoncemed  now  in  these  matters ;  a  rich  Magnate,  glad  to  see 

his  friends  about  him  as  Gk)veming  Committee ;  but  gets,  and 
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gives^  a  great  deal  of  yexation  in  it^  the  element  proving  again 
too  hot ! — 

I  said  there  were  four  famed  Pulawskis ;  ^  a  f ather,  once 
Advocate  in  Warsaw,  with  three  sons  and  a  nephew;  who, 
though  extremely  active  people,  could  do  no  good  whatever. 
The  father  Pulawski  had  the  fine  idea  of  introducing  the 
British  Constitution ;  clothing  Poland  wholly  in  British  tailor- 
age,  and  so  making  it  a  new  Poland :  but  he  never  could  get 
it  done.    This  poor  gentleman  died  in  Turkish  prison,  flung 
into  jail  at  Constantinople,  on  calumnious  accusation  and  con- 
trivance by  a  rival  countryman;  his  sons  and  nephew,  poor 
fellows,  all  had  their  fame,  more  or  less,  in  the  Cause  of  Free- 
dom so  called ;  but  no  other  profit  in  this  world,  that  I  could 
hear  of.    Gasimir,   the  eldest  son,  went  to  America;  died 
there,  still  in  the  Cause  of  Freedom  so  called ;  Fort  Pulawski, 
in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  (which  is  at  present,  on  very  sin- 
gular terms,  re-engaged  in  the  same  so-called   Cause!),  was 
named  in  memory  of  this  Casimir.     He  had  defended  Gzensto- 
ehow  (if  anybody  knew  what  Czenstochow  was,  or  could  find 
it  in  the  Polish  map)  ;  and  it  was  also  he  that  contrived  that 
wonderful  plan  of  suddenly  snapping  up  King  Stanislaus  from 
the  streets  of  Warsaw  one  night,*  and  of  locking  him  away  (by 
no  means  killing  him),  as  the  source  of  all  our  woes.     O  my 
Pulawskis,  men  not  without  manhood,  what  a  bedlam  of  a 
Time  have  you  and  I  fallen  into,  and  what  Causes  of  Freedom 
it  has  got  in  hand ! 

Bar,  a  poor  place,  with  no  defences  but  a  dry  ditch  and 
some  miserable  earthworks,  the  Confederates  had  not  the 
least  chance  to  maintain ;  Kaminiec,  the  only  fortress  of  the 
Province,  they  never  even  got  into,  finding  some  fraction  of 
royal  soldiery  who  stood  for  King  Stanislaus  there,  and  who 
fired  on  the  Confederates  when  applied  to.  Bar  a  small  Rus- 
sian division,  with  certain  Stanislaus  soldieries  conjoined,  took 
by  capitulation ;  and  (date  not  given)  entered  in  a  victorious 
manner.  The  War-Epic  of  the  Confederates,  which  Bulhi^re 
sings  at  such  length,  is  blank  of  meaning. 

Of  "Cloister  Czenstochow,*'  a  famed  feat  of  Pulawski's,  also 

1  Hermaim,  r.  465.  *  '*  3d  Norember,  1771." 
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ir'hout  result^  I  could  not  from  my  Rulhi^re  discover  (what 
was  altogether  an  illuminative  fact  to  me  I)  that  the  date  of 
Czenstochow  was  not  till  1771.    A  feat  of  "Cloister  Berduy 
Mow,^*  almost  an  exact  fac-simile  bj  the  same  Pulawski^  also 
resoltlesSy  I  did,  under  Hermann's  guidance^  at  once  find ;  — 
and  hope  the  reader  will  be  satisfied  to  accept  it  instead: 
Cloister  Berdiczow,  which  lies  in  the  Palatinate  of  Kiow ;  and 
which  has  a  miraculous  Holy  Virgin,  not  less  venerated  far  and 
wide  in  those  eastern  parts,  than  she  of  Cloister  Czenstochow 
in  the  western :  this  Cloister  Berdiczow  and  its  salutary  Vir- 
gin, Fulawski  (the  Casimir,  now  of  Charleston  Harbor)  did 
defend,  with  about  1,000  men,  in  a  really  obstinate  way.    The 
Monastery  itself  had  in  it  gifts  of  the  faithful,  accumulated 
for  ages ;  and  all  the  richest  people  in  those  Provinces,  Con- 
federate or  not,  had  lodged  their  preciosities  there,  as  in  an 
impregnable  and  sure  place,  in  those  times  of  trouble.    In- 
tensely desirous,  accordingly,  the  Russians  were  to  take  it^ 
bat  had  no  cannon;  desperately  resolute  Pulawski  and  his 
1,000  to  defend.    Pulawski  and  his  1,000  fired  intensely,  till 
their  cannon-balls  were  quite  done ;  then  took  to  firing  with 
iron-work,  and  hard  miscellanies  of  every  sort,  especially  glad 
when  they  could  get  a  haul  of  glass  to  load  with ;  —  and  abso- 
lutely would  not  yield  till  famine  came;  though  the  terms 
offered  were  good,  —  had  they  been  kept 

So  that  Pulawski,  it  would  appear,  did  Two  Cloister  De- 
fences ?  Two,  each  with  a  miraculous  Holy  Virgin ;  an  eastern, 
and  then  a  westerly.  This  of  Berdiczow,  not  dated  to  me  far- 
ther, is  for  certain  of  the  year  1768 ;  and  Pulawski,  owing  to 
famine,  did  yield  here.  In  1771,  at  miraculous  Cloister  Czen- 
stochow, in  the  western  parts,  Pulawski  did  an  external  feat, 
or  consented  to  see  it  done ,  —  that  of  trying  to  snuff  out  poor 
King  Stanislaus  on  the  streets  (3d  November,  10  p.m.,  "  mirac- 
nlonsly**  in  vain,  as  most  readers  know), — which  brought 
its  obloquies  and  troubles  on  the  Defender  of  Czenstochow. 
Obloquies  and  troubles :  but  as  to  surrendering  Czenstochow 
on  can  of  obloquy,  or  of  famine  itself,  Pulawski  would  not,  not 
he  for  his  own  part ;  but  solemnly  left  his  men  to  do  it,  and 
walked  away  by  drcoitous  uncertain  paths,  which  end  in 
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Charleston  Haxbor^  aa  we  have  seen.^  Defence  of  Ozenstoehow 
in  1771  shall  not  oonoem  as  farther.  Truly  these  two  small 
(defences  of  monasteries  by  Pulawski  are  almost  all,  I  do  not 
say  of  glorious,  but  even  of  creditable  or  human,  that  reward 
the  poor  wanderer  in  that  Polish  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  mooh 
of  it  peat-country ;  wherefore  I  hare,  as  before,  marked  the 
approximate  localities,  approximate  dates,  for  behoof  of  ingen- 
uous readers. 

The  Bussians,  ever  since  1764,  from  the  beginnings  of  those 
Stanislaus  times,  are  pledged  to  maintain  peace  in  Poland; 
and  it  is  they  that  have  to  deal  with  this  afiEair,  —  they  espe- 
cially, or  almost  wholly,  poor  Stanislaus  having  scaioely  any 
power,  military  or  other,  and  perhaps  being  loath  withaL 
There  was  more  of  investigating  and  parleying,  bargaining 
and  intriguing,  than  of  fighting,  on  Stanislaus's  part.  ^'  June 
11th,  1768,"  says  a  Saxon  Note  from  Warsaw,  <<  Mokranowski, 
Stanislaus's  General  [the  same  that  was  with  Friedrich], 
has  been  sent  down  to  Bar  to  look  into  those  Confederates. 
Mokranowski  does  not  think  there  are  above  8,000  of  them ; 
about  3,000  have  got  their  death  from  Eussian  castigation. 
The  8,000  might  be  treated  with,  only  Bussians  are  so  dread- 
fully severe,  especially  so  intent  on  wringing  money  from 
them.  Confederates  have  been  complaining  to  the  Turk ;  Turk 
ambiguous;  gives  them  no  definite  ground  of  hope.  'What 
then,  is  your  hope  ? '  I  inquired.  <  Little  or  none,  except  in 
Heaven,'  several  answered:  'it  is  for  our  religion  and  our 
liberty : '  religion  cut  to  pieces  by  this  Dissident  Toleration- 
blasphemy;  liberty  ditto  by  the  Bussian  guarantee  of  peace 
among  us :  '  what  can  we  do  but  trust  in  (Jod  and  our  own 
despair  ? ' "  •  "  Prave  worts.  Ancient  Pistol," — but  much  desti- 
tute of  sense,  and  not  to  be  realized  in  present  circumstances. 
Here  is  something  much  more  critical :  — 

June^ulyy  1768.    "The  peasants  in  the  Southern  regions, 

^  At  Sayannah,  in  a  stricter  sense.  "Perished  at  the  Siege  [fatOe  attempt 
to  storm,  bj  the  French,  which  thej  called  a  Siege]  of  Savannah,  9th  Ocli>> 
ber,  1779." 

«  "Easen'i  Eeport,  11th  June,  1768"  (in  HermMm,  y.  441). 


PaJatinates  Podol,  Kiow^  Bradaw^  called  Ukraine  or  Borcli^r- 
GoantTy  by  the  Poles^  are  mostly  of  Greek  and  other  nohiiimAttn 
creeds.  Their  Lords  are  of  an  orthodox  religion,  and  not  din* 
tingoished  by  mild  treatment  of  such  Poasantryi  upon  whom 
civil  war  and  plunder  haye  been  latterly  a  sore  visitation.  To 
complete  the  matter^  the  Confederates  in  certain  quart«rii, 
blown  upon  by  fanatical  priests^  set  about  converting  these 
poor  peasants,  or  forcing  them,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet^  to 
swear  that  they  adopt  the  ^  Greek  united  rite,'  which  I  ni])!- 
poee  to  be  a  kind  of  half-way  house  towards  perfect  orthodoxy. 
In  one  Village,  which  was  getting  converted  in  this  manner, 
the  military  party  seemed  to  be  small;  the  Village  UAl^d 
over  upon  it;  trampled  orthodoxy  and  military  iMh  tjnd«tr 
foot^  in  a  violent  and  sanguinary  manner ;  and  was  extremely 
frightened  when  it  had  done.  Extremely  frightened^  nui  the 
Village  only,  but  the  schismatic  mind  generally  in  those  jttiriMf 
dreading  vengeance  for  such  a  paroxysm.  But  the  nirtmUmn 
Bvflsians  whispered  them,  'We  are  here  Up  jm/i^H  yoti  in 
yoor  religions  and  rights,  in  your  p^x/r  conscien/jes  ami  skimi/ 
Upon  which  hint  of  the  atrorrious  Rossiaus,  i)m  mhintnniUt 
Mind  and  population  one  and  all  rose;  aad^  'wiUi  th^  tiMtnU 
bid's  ferocity,  gave  way  to  their  af/pHlte  tm  pltin/iw  V  ,  ,  , 

''Kay,  the  Buflsian  G^^v^min^mt  T/^trrUniu  tU$miiu»  fPth^^Mn 
kud  pressed]  had  urnUA  tb^  7Aym»>rvm  O^mtMtk  Ut  M^p 
Ofver  from  thdr  Islanij!  isi  %h^  JjTil^sit^^f  m$A  HMftAtA  in  M^fU^Vm^ 
their  BeHgioQ  [trat  G?**l.  ^A  *jy«wv»r25  ""Ik/  «i  ^rttm  *M  v/$ 
and  not  adr  <6Tt:*tg-sbL#!  *.l*e  Im^I  a^haEUBMT  ^A  O^ttM^n^Mm 
there,  but  orenrt^^s^d  \cjh  Or::Asj.  *Jk/AiJiiW0^^  ^m  ^ifmm44fU 
of  them,  altewSfti  ij  z^rr'>^^  >«si*&iu..  —  «r7  %  *If$/0PP^A  pMm> 
muder  Cfanaxacif  'A  *ms^.  TaayjffxrMxt,  —  n^l^/  ir*TV^.  w/*/t 
Ted  biTTfair     Tiatz  mx^  yiwA^H^M  \^^  4*cit  ;•/. 

VeiT  foraoQB  X3«ul  J^-v^    \y.ik   ?ir*.»v«*n\**n.    '>wuC>*^-C<t^  vyyjv 

-•'a  uut  "W*!^  'trw  tJuv\  ^  H*r*  v<!i^  ^u^^>/r 

is  vua9Aa7  "    J.i  vw  .  tr.;^,  ^.wa.  ?  v*^  -/ 
fsa  naZjfA  jl  'Sok  5vittu|n  lUuM>«n^  jp*^'*^  m'^\^  yv* v 
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plentiful,  we  can  suppose  they  made  short  work.  By  the 
lowest  computation  the  number  of  slain  Jews  and  CatholiM 
amounted  to  10,000  odd^ — Eulhi^re  says  ^60,000,  by  aomtt 
accounts  200,000.' "  This  I  guess  to  have  been  at  its  hei^ 
about  the  end  of  June ;  this  leads  direct  to  the  Catastrophe,  as 
will  presently  be  seen. 

Foreign  States  don't  seem  to  pay  much  attention,  — indeed, 
what  sane  person  would  like  to  interfere,  or  hope  to  do  it  with 
profit  ?    France,  Austria,  both  wish  well  to  Poland,  at  least  ill 
to  Russia;  Ghoiseul  has  no  finance,  can  do  nothing  bat  in- 
trigue, and  stir  up  trouble  everywhere :  a  devout  Kaiserinn  goes 
with  Holy  Church,  and  disapproves  of  these  Dissident  Tolera- 
tions :  it  is  remarked  that  all  through  1768  the  Confederates 
of  Bar  are  permitted  to  retire  over  the  Austrian  Frontier  into 
Austrian  Silesia,  and  find  themselves  there  in  safety.    Per- 
mitted to  buy  arms,  to  make  preparations,  issue  orders :  at 
Sulkowski's  Bilitz,  in  the  Duchy  of  Teschen,  supreme  Man- 
aging Committee  sits  there;  no  Kaunitz  or  Official  person 
meddling  with  it.    About  the  beginning  of  next  year  (1769), 
it  is,  ostensibly,  a  little  discountenanced ;  and  obliged  to  go  to 
Eperjes,  on  the  Hungarian  Frontier  '  (as  a  more  decent  or  less 
conspicuous  place),  —  such  trouble  now  rising;  a  Turk  War 
having  broken  out,  momentous  not  to  the  Confederation  alone. 
March,  1769,  the  ever-intriguing  Choiseul  —  fancy  with  what 
rapturous  effect — had  sent  some  kind  of  Agent  or  Visitor  to 
Teschen ;  Vergennes  in  Turkey,  from  the  beginning  of  these 
things,  has  been  plying  night  and  day  his  diplomatic  bellows 
upon  every  live-coal  ("  I  who  myself  kindled  this  Turk-War! " 
brags  he  afterwards) ;  —  not  till  next  year  (1770)  did  Choiseul 
send  his  Dumouriez  to  the  Bilitz  neighborhoods ;  not  till  next 
again,   when  Choiseul  was  himself  out,'   did  his  Viom^l 
come :  *  neither  of  whom,  by  their  own  head  alone,  without 

1  Hennann,  y.  444  ;  Rolhi^re,  iii.  93. 

3  See  Buschiog:  for  Eperjes,  ii.  1427  ;  for  Bilitz,  viii.  8S5. 

•  Thrown  out  "  2d  December,  1770,"  —  by  Louis's  new  Pompadour. 

*  Hermann,  v.  469-471 ;  in  Rulhihre  (iy.  241-289)  accoont  of  DomoofMi 
and  his  fencing^  and  spying^,  still  more  of  Yiom^nil,  who  had  "Freodi 
Volimtaers,"  and  did  some  hits  of  real  fighting  on  tho  small  acala. 
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fondSy  without  troops,  could  do  other  than  with  fine  effort 
make  bad  worse. 

It  is  needless  continuing  such  a  subject  Here  is  one  glimpse 
two  years  later,  and  it  shall  be  our  last :  ''  Near  Lublin^  25th 
September  J 1770.  It  is  frightful,  all  this  that  is  passing  in  these 
parts,  —  about  the  Town  of  Labun,  for  example.  The  dead 
bodies  remain  without  burial ;  they  are  devoured  by  the  dogs 
and  the  pigs.  .  .  .  Everywhere  reigns  Pestilence ;  nor  do  we 
fear  contagion  so  much  as  famine.  Offer  100  ducats  for  a 
fowl  or  for  a  bit  of  bread,  I  swear  you  won't  get  it.  General 
▼on  Essen  [Bussian,  we  will  hope]  has  had  to  escape  from 
r,  then  from''  some  other  place,  ^'Pestilence  chasing 
everywhere." 

To  apply  to  the  Turks,  — afflicted  Polish  Patriots  prostrat- 
ing themselves  with  the  hope  of  despair,  '^  Save  us,  your  sub- 
lime Clemency ;  throw  a  ray  of  pity  on  us.  Brother  of  the  Sun 
and  Moon :  oh,  chastise  our  diabolic  oppressors ! "  —  this  was 
one  of  the  first  resources  of  the  Bar  Confederates.  The  Turks 
did  give  ear ;  not  inattentive,  though  pretending  to  be  rather 
deaf.  M.  de  Vergennes,  — of  whose  "  diplomatic  bellows  "  we 
just  heard  (in  fact,  for  diligence  in  this  Turk  element,  in  this 
young  time,  the  like  of  him  was  seldom  seen ;  we  knew  him 
long  afterwards  as  a  diligent  old  gentleman,  in  French-Bevolu- 
tion  days),  —  M.  de  Vergennes  zealously  supports ;  zealous  to 
let  loose  the  Turk  upon  Anti-French  parties.  The  Turks  seem 
to  wag  their  heads,  for  some  time ;  and  their  responses  are 
ambiguous.  For  some  time,  not  for  long.  Here,  fast  enough, 
eomes,  in  disguised  shape,  the  Catastrophe  itself,  ye  poor 
plaintive  Poles! 

July-October,  1768.  Those  Zaporavian  and  other  Cossacks, 
with  20,000  peasants  plundering  about  on  both  sides  of  the 
Dniester,  had  set  fire  to  the  little  Town  of  Balta,  which  is  on 
the  south  side,  and  belongs  to  the  Turks :  a  very  grave  acci- 
dent^ think  all  political  people,  think  especially  the  Foreign 
Excellencies  at  Warsaw,  when  news  of  it  arrives.  Burning  of 
Baltfty  not  to  be  quenched  by  the  amplest  Eussian  apologies, 
proved  a  live-coal  at  Constantinople ;  and  Vergennes  says,  he 
•et  population  and  Divan  on  fire  by  it :  a  proof  that  the  popu- 
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lation  and  Divan  had  already  been  in  a  reiy  inflammable  state. 
Not  a  wise  Divan^  though  a  zealous.  Plenty  of  foiy  in  these 
people;  but  a  sad  deficiency  of  every  other  faculty.  They 
made  haste^  in  their  hot  humor,  to  declare  War  (6th  October, 
1768) ;  ^  not  considering  much  how  they  would  carry  it  on. 
Declared  themselves  in  late  Autumn,  —  as  if  to  give  the  Bus- 
sians  ample  time  for  preparing ;  those  poor  Turks  themselves 
being  as  yet  ready  with  nothing,  and  even  the  season  for  field- 
operations  being  over. 

King  Friedrich,  who  has  still  a  Minister  at  the  Portey  en- 
deavored to  dissuade  his  old  Turk  friends,  in  this  rash  crisis ; 
but  to  no  purpose ;  they  would  listen  to  nothing  bat  Vergennes 
and  their  own  fury.  Friedrich  finds  this  War  a  very  mad  one 
on  the  part  of  his  old  Turk  friends ;  their  promptitude  to 
go  into  it  (he  has  known  them  backward  enough  when  their 
chances  were  better !),  and  their  way  of  carrying  it  on,  are 
alike  surprising  to  him.  He  says :  ''  Catharine's  (Generals  were 
unacquainted  with  the  first  elements  of  Gastrametation  and 
Tactic ;  but  the  Generals  of  the  Sultan  had  a  still  more  pro- 
digious depth  of  ignorance ;  so  that  to  form  a  correct  idea  of 
this  War,  you  must  figure  a  set  of  purblind  people,  who,  by 
constantly  beating  a  set  of  altogether  blind,  end  by  gaining 
over  them  a  complete  mastery."  *  This,  as  Friedrich  knows,  is 
what  Austria  cannot  suffer ;  this  is  what  will  involve  Austria 
and  Bussia,  and  Friedrich  along  with  them,  in  —  Friedrich,  as 
the  matter  gradually  unfolds  itself,  shudders  to  think  what 
The  beginnings  of  this  War  were  perhaps  almost  comical  to 
the  old  Soldier-King ;  but  as  it  gradually  developed  itself  into 
complete  shattering  to  pieces  of  the  stupid  Blind  by  the  ambi- 
tious Purblind,  he  grew  abundantly  serious  upon  it. 

It  is  but  six  months  since  Polish  Patriotism,  so  effulgent  to 
its  own  eyes  in  Orthodoxy,  in  Love  of  glorious  Liberty,  con- 
federated at  Bar,  and  got  into  that  extraordinary  whirlpool,  or 
cesspool,  of  miseries  and  deliriums  we  have  been  looking  at; 
and  now  it  has  issued  on  a  broad  highway  of  progress,  —  broad 
and  precipitous, — and  will  rapidly  arrive  at  the  goal  set  bef ore 
1  Henunn,  y.  608-611.  >  (Ewm  de  FMirie,  vi  SS.  S4. 
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it.  All  was  so  rapid,  on  the  Polish  and  on  the  Turkish  part 
The  blind  Turks,  out  of  mere  fanaticism  and  heat  of  humor, 
have  rushed  into  this  adventure ;  —  and  go  rushing  forward 
into  a  series  of  chaotic  platitudes  on  the  huge  scale,  and  mere 
tragical  disasters,  year  after  year,  which  would  have  been 
comical,  had  they  not  been  so  hideous  and  sanguinary :  con- 
stant and  enormous  blunders  on  the  Turk  part,  issuing  in 
disasters  of  like  magnitude ;  which  in  the  course  of  Two  Cam- 
paigns had  quite  finished  off  their  Polish  friends,  in  a  very 
unexpected  way ;  and  had  like  to  have  finished  themselves  ofF, 
had  not  drowned  Poland  served  as  a  stepping-stone. 

Not  till  March  26th,  1769,  six  months  after  declaring  in  such 
haste,  did  the  blind  Turks  "  display  their  Banner  of  Mahomet," 
that  is,  begin  in  earnest  to  assemble  and  make  ready.  Nor 
were  the  Russians  shiningly  strategic,  though  sooner  in  the 
field,  —  a  Prince  Galitzin  commanding  them  (an  extremely 
pnrblind  person) ;  till  replaced  by  Bomanzow,  our  old  Colberg 
acquaintance,  who  saw  considerably  better.  Galitzin,  early  in 
the  season,  made  a  rush  on  Ghoczim  (Ghoteim),  the  first  Turk 
Tort  beyond  the  Dniester ;  and  altogether  failed,  —  not  by 
Turk  prowess,  but  by  his  own  purblind  mal-arrangements 
(want  of  ammunition,  want  of  bread,  or  I  will  forget  what) ;  — 
which  occasioned  mighty  gnunblings  in  Russia :  till  in  a  month 
or  two,  by  favor  of  Fortune  and  blindness  of  the  Turk,  matters 
had  come  well  round  again ;  and  Galitzin,  walking  up  to  Choo* 
zim  the  second  time,  found  there  was  not  a  Turk  in  the  place, 
and  that  Ghoczim  was  now  his  on  those  uncommonly  easy 
terms! 

Instead  of  farther  details  on  such  a  War,  —  the  sJiadow  or 
reflex  of  which,  as  mirrored  in  the  Austrian  mind,  has  an  im- 
portance to  Friedrich  and  us;  but  the  self  or  substance  of 
which  has  otherwise  little  or  none,  —  we  will  close  here  with 
a  bit  of  Russian  satire  on  it,  which  is  still  worth  reading.  The 
date  is  evidently  Spring,  1769 ;  the  scene  what  we  are  now 
treating  of :  Gkditzin  obliged  to  fall  back  from  Ghoczim ;  great 
rumor  —  "What  a  Galitzin ;  what  a  Turk  War  his,  in  contrast 
to  the  last  we  had  ! "  ^  —  no  Romanzow  yet  appointed  in  his 

>  Twk  War  of  1736-1739,  under  MiinDich  (saprk,  yii.  81-136). 
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loom.  And  here  is  a  small  Manuscript^  which  was  then  dica- 
lating  fresh  and  new  in  Russian  Society ;  and  has  since  gone 
over  all  the  world  (though  mostly  in  an  uncertain  condition, 
in  old  Jest-Books  and  the  like),  as  a  genuine  bit  of  cannot^ 
from  those  Northern  parts :  — 

Manuscript  circulating  in  JRussian  Society,  (jalitzini  much 
grieved  about  Choczim,  could  not  sleep  \  and,  wandering  about 
in  his  tent,  overheard,  one  night,  a  common  soldier  recounting 
his  dream  to  the  sentry  outside  the  door. 

''  A  curious  dream,''  said  the  soldier :  ^^  I  dreamt  I  was  in  a 
battle ;  that  I  got  my  head  cut  off ;  that  I  died ;  and,  of  course, 
went  to  Heaven.  I  knocked  at  the  door :  Peter  came  with  a 
bunch  of  Keys;  and  made  such  rattling  that  he  awoke  God; 
who  started  up  in  haste,  asking,  *  What  is  the  matter  ? '  'Why,' 
says  Peter,  'there  is  a  great  War  on  earth  between  the  Bu9- 
sians  and  the  Turks.'  'And  who  commands  my  Bussians  ?' 
said  the  Supreme  Being.  '  Count  Miinnich,'  answered  Peter. 
'Very  well ;  I  may  go  to  sleep  again ! '  —  But  this  was  not  the 
end  of  my  dream,"  continued  the  soldier;  "I  fell  asleep  and 
dreamt  again,  the  very  same  as  before,  except  that  the  War 
was  not  Count  MUnnich's,  but  the  one  we  are  now  in.  Accord- 
ingly, when  Grod  asked, '  Who  commands  my  Bussians  ? '  Petex 
answered,  'Prince  Galitzin.'  'Galitzin?  Then  get  me  m, 
boots ! '  said  the  [Russian]  Supreme  Being."  * 

^  W.  Bichardflon  (then  at  Petersburg,  Tutor  to  Excellency  Cathcart's 
dren ;  afterwards  Professor  at  Glasgow,  and  a  man  of  some  reputatioD  in 
old  age).  Anecdotes  of  the  Russian  Empire,  in  a  Series  of  lAttars  wrUtam  a 
Years  ago  from  St.  Petersburg  (London,  1784),  p.  110:  date  of  thii 
**  i7th  October,  1769." 
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FABTITION   OF   POLAND. 


Thesb  Polish  phenomena  were  beginning  to  awaken  a  good 
deal  of  attention^  not  all  of  it  pleasant,  on  the  part  of  Fried- 
rich.  From  the  first  he  had,  as  usual,  been  a  most  dear-eyed 
observer  of  everything ;  and  found  the  business,  as  appears, 
not  of  tragical  nature,  but  of  expensive-farcical,  capable  to 
shake  the  diaphragm  rather  than  touch  the  heart  of  a  reflective 
on-looker.  He  has  a  considerable  Poem  on  it,  —  War  of  the 
Confederates  by  title  (in  the  old  style  of  the  PaUadiony  imitat- 
ing an  unattainable  Jeanne  cPArc),  —  considerable  Poem,  now 
forming  itself  at  leisure  in  his  thoughts,^  which  decidedly 
takes  that  turn ;  and  laughs  quite  loud  at  the  rabid  fanaticisms, 
Uusterous  inanities  and  imbecilities  of  these  noisy  unfortunate 
neighbors : — old  unpleasant  style  of  the  FaUadion  and  Pucelle  ; 
but  much  better  worth  reading ;  having  a  great  deal  of  sharp 
sense  in  its  laughing  guise,  and  more  of  real  Historical  Dis- 
cernment than  you  will  find  in  any  other  Book  on  that  delirious 
subject. 

Much  a  laughing-stock  to  this  King  hitherto,  such  a  '^  War  of 
the  Confederates,"  —  consisting  of  the  noisiest,  emptiest  bedlam 
tumults,  seasoned  by  a  proportion  of  homicide,  and  a  great 
deal  of  battery  and  arson.  But  now,  with  a  Russian-Turk  War 
springing  from  it,  or  already  sprung,  there  are  quite  serious 
aspects  rising  amid  the  laughable.  By  Treaty,  this  War  is  to 
cost  the  King  either  a  12,000  of  Auxiliaries  to  the  Czarina,  or 
a  £72,000  (480,000  thalers)  annually;'— which  latter  he  pre- 
fers to  pay  her,  as  the  alternative :  not  an  agreeable  feature  at 

1  "  La  Guerre  de$  Conftd^h  [(Ewrm,  xiy.  183  et  seq.],  finished  in  Novem- 
b%r,  1771." 

*  (Ewrm  d»  FritUric,  ti.  13. 
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all ;  but  by  no  means  the  worst  feature.     Suppose  it  lead  to 

Russian  conquests  on  the  Turk,  to  Austrian  complicacies^  to 

one  knows  not  what,  and  kindle  the  world  round  one  again ! 

In  short,  we  can  believe  Friedrich  was  very  willing  to  stand 

well  with   next-door  neighbors   at  present,  and  be  civil  to 

Austria  and  its  young  Elaiser's  civilities. 

First  Interview  between  Friedrich  and  KaUer  Joseph 
(Neisse,  25th-28th  August,  1769). 

In  1766,  the  young  Kaiser,  who  has  charge  of  the  Military 
Department,  and  of  little  else  in  the  Government,  and  is 
already  a  great  traveller,  and  enthusiastic  soldier,  made  a 
pilgrimage  over  the  Bohemian  and  Saxon  Battle-fields  of  the 
Seven-Tears  War.  On  some  of  them,  whether  on  all  I  do  not 
know,  he  set  up  memorial-stones ;  one  of  which  you  still  see 
on  the  field  of  Lobositz ;  —  of  another  on  Prag  field,  and  of 
reverent  salutation  by  Artillery  to  the  memory  of  Schwerin 
there,  we  heard  long  ago.  Coming  to  Torgau  on  this  errand, 
the  Kaiser,  through  his  Berlin  Minister,  had  signified  his 
''particular  desire  to  make  acquaintance  with  the  King  in 
returning ; "  to  which  the  King  was  ready  with  the  readiest ;  — 
only  that  Kaunitz  and  the  Kaiserinn,  in  the  interim,  judged  it 
improper,  and  stopped  it.  "  The  reported  Interview  is  not  to 
take  place,''  Friedrich  warns  the  Newspapers;  "having  been 
given  up,  though  only  from  courtesy,  on  some  points  of 
ceremonial."  * 

The  young  Kaiser  felt  a  little  huffed;  and  signified  to 
Friedrich  that  he  would  find  a  time  to  make  good  this  bit 
of  uncivility,  which  his  pedagogues  had  forced  upon  him. 
And  now,  after  three  years,  August,  1769,  on  occasion  of  the 
Silesian  Reviews,  the  Kaiser  is  to  come  across  from  his 
Bohemian  businesses,  and  actually  visit  him:  Interview  to 
be  at  Neisse,  25th  August,  1769,  for  three  days.  Of  course 
the  King  was  punctual,  everybody  was  punctual,  glad  and 
cordial  after    a  sort,  —  no  ceremony,   the  Kaiser,  officially 

1  "  Friedrich  to  One  of  hiM  Foreign  Amhaitadort "  (the  common  waj  of  sxt 
Boandng  in  Newspapen) :  Pmus,  It.  22  n. 
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incognito^  is  a  mere  Graf  Yon  Falkenstein,  come  to  see  liis 
Majesty's  Reviews.  There  came  with  him  four  or  five  (3eii^ 
erals,  Loudon  one  of  them;  Laoy  had  preceded:  Friedrioh 
is  in  the  Palace  of  the  place,  ready  and  ezpeetant.  With 
Priedrich  are:  Prince  Henri;  Prince  of  Prussia;  Margraf  of 
Anspach:  Friedrich's  Nephew  (Lady  Craven's  Margraf,  the 
one  remnant  now  left  there) ;  and  some  (Generals  and  Mili- 
tary functionaries,  Seidlitz  the  notablest  figure  of  these. 
And  so,  Friday y  August  25thf  shortly  after  noon  —  But  the 
following  Two  Letters,  by  an  Eye-witness,  will  be  prefer- 
able; and  indeed  are  the  only  real  Narrative  that  can  be 
given :  — 

No.  1.  Engineer  Lefehvre  to  Perpetual  Secretary  Farmey 

(at  Berlin). 

"  NxiBSB,  26th  [partly  25th]  Aognit,  1769. 

^  Mt  most  wobtht  Friend,  —  I  make  haste  to  inform  you 
of  the  Kaiser's  arrival  here  at  Neisse,  this  day,  25th  August^ 
1769,  at  one  in  the  afternoon.  The  King  had  spent  the 
morning  in  a  proof  Manoeuvre,  making  rehearsal  of  the  Ma- 
noeuvre that  was  to  be.  When  the  Kaiser  was  reported  just 
coming,  the  King  went  to  the  window  of  the  grand  Episcopal 
Saloon,  and  seeing  him  alight  from  his  carriage,  turned  round 
and  said, '  Je  Pai  vu  (I  have  seen  him).'  His  Majesty  then 
went  to  receive  him  on  the  grand  staircase  [had  hardly  de« 
scended  three  or  four  steps],  where  they  embraced ;  and  then 
his  Majesty  led  by  the  hand  his  august  Guest  into  the  Apart- 
ments designed  for  him,  which  were  all  standing  open  and 
ready,"  —  which,  however,  the  august  Guest  will  not  occupy 
except  with  a  grateful  imagination,  being  for  the  present 
incognito,  mere  Graf  von  Falkenstein,  and  judging  that  The 
Three-Kings  Inn  will  be  suitabler. 

''  Arrived  in  the  Apartments,  they  embraced  anew ;  and  sat 
talking  together  for  an  hour  and  half.  — 

[The  talk,  imknown  to 
Lefebvre,  began  in  this  strain.  Kaiser:  "Now  are  my  wishes 
fulfilled,  since  I  have  the  honor  to  embrace  the  greatest  of 
Kings  and  Soldiers."    King :  ''  I  look  upon  this  day  as  the 
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fairest  of  my  life ;  for  it  will  become  the  epoch  of  uniting  Two 
Houses  which  have  been  enemies  too  long^  and  whose  mutual 
interests  require  that  they  should  strengthen,  not  weaken  one 
another/'  Kaiser:  ''For  Austria  there  is  no  Silesia  &rther."^ 
Talk,  it  appears,  lasted  an  hour  and  half.] 

—  "  The  Kaiser  [continues 
our  Engineer]  had  brought  with  him  the  Prince  of  Sachsen- 
Teschen  [his  august  Brother-in-law,  Duke  of  Teschen,  son  of 
the  late  Polish  Majesty  of  famous  memory] :  afterwards  there 
came  Feldmarschall  Lacy,  Graf  von  Dietrichstein,  General  Ton 
Loudon,"  and  three  others  of  no  account  to  us.  ^'At  the 
King's  table  were  the  Kaiser,  the  Prince  of  Prussia  [dissolute 
young  Heir-Apparent,  of  the  polygamous  tendency],  Prince 
Henri,  the  Margraf  of  Anspach  [King's  Nephew,  unfortunate 
Lady-Craven  Margraf,  ultimately  of  Hammersmith  vicinity] ; 
the  above  Generals  of  the  Austrian  suite,  and  Generals  Seid- 
litz  and  Tauentzien.  The  rest  of  the  Court  was  at  two  other 
tables."  Of  the  dinner  itself  an  Outside  Individual  will  say 
nothing. 

^The  Kaiser,  having  expressly  requested  the  King  to  let 
him  lodge  in  an  Inn  (ITiree  Kings),  under  the  name  of  Graf 
von  Falkenstein,  would  not  go  into  the  carriage  which  had 
stood  expressly  ready  to  conduct  him  thither.  He  preferred 
walking  on  foot  [the  loftily  scornful  Incognito]  in  spite  of  the 
rain ;  it  was  like  a  lieutenant  of  infantry  stepping  out  of  his 
quarters.  Some  moments  affcer,  the  King  went  to  visit  him ; 
and  they  remained  together  from  5  in  the  evening  till  8.  It 
was  thought  they  would  be  present  (asstster)  at  a  Comic  Opera 
which  was  to  be  played :  but  after  waiting  till  7  o'clock,  the 
people  received  orders  to  go  on  with  the  Piece;"  —  both 
Majesties  did  afterwards  look  in;  but  finding  it  bad,  soon 
went  their  way  again.  (Major  Lefebvre  stops  writing  far  the 
ntghtJ) 

"  This  morning,  26th,  the  Manoeuvre  [rehearsed  yesterday] 
has  been  performed  before  both  their  Majesties;  the  troops, 
by  way  of  finish,  filing  past  them  in  the  highest  order.  The 
Kaiser  accompanied  the  King  to  his  abode ;  after  which  he 

1  PnuMS,  T.  S3;  (Ewrti  de  Fr€d€nc  ri.  25,  2S. 


5^^\ PARTITION  OF  POLAND.  271 

returned  to  his  own.  This  is  all  the  news  I  haye  to-day «  the 
sequel  by  next  Post  [apparently  a  week  hence].  I  am,  and 
shall  ever  be^ — your  true  Friend,  Lefsbybb." 

No.  2.  Same  to  Same, 

"  NxiMB,  2d  September,  1769. 

^  MovsiEiTB  AND  DEAREST  Fbieitd, — We  had,  as  you  heard, 
our  first  ManoBuvre  on  Saturday,  26th,  in  presence  of  the 
Kaiser  and  the  King,  and  of  the  whole  Court  of  each.  That 
evening  there  was  Opera ;  which  their  Majesties  honored  by 
attending.  Sunday  was  our  Second  ManoBuyre ;  Operette  in 
the  evening.  Monday,  28th,  was  our  last  ManoBuvre ;  at  the 
end  of  which  the  two  Majesties,  without  alighting  from  horse- 
back, embraced  each  other ;  and  parted,  protesting  mutually 
the  most  constant  and  inviolable  friendship.  One  took  the 
road  for  Breslau;  the  other  that  of  Konigsgratz.  All  the 
time  the  Kaiser  was  here,  they  have  been  continually  talking 
together,  and  exhibiting  the  tenderest  friendship, — fror^  which 
I  cannot  but  think  there  will  benefit  result. 

''I  am  almost  in  the  mind  of  coming  to  pass  this  Winter  at 
Berlin ;  that  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  embracing  you,  — 
perhaps  as  cordially  as  King  and  Kaiser  here.  I  am,  and 
•hall  always  be,  with  all  my  heart,  —  your  veiy  good  Friend, 

"  Lbfebvre."  * 

The  Lefebvre  that  writes  here  is  the  same  who  was  set  to 
manage  the  last  Siege  of  Schweidnitz,  by  Globes  of  Compression 
and  other  fine  inventions ;  and  ahnost  went  out  of  his  wits 
because  he  could  not  do  it.  An  expert  ingenious  creature; 
skilful  as  an  engineer ;  had  been  brought  into  Friedrich's  ser- 
vice by  the  late  Balbi,  during  Balbi's  ascendency  (which  ended 
at  Olmtttz  long  ago).  At  Schweidnitz,  and  often  elsewhere, 
Friedrich,  who  had  an  esteem  for  poor  Lefebvre,  was  good  to 
him ;  and  treated  his  excitabilities  with  a  soft  hand,  not  a  rough. 
Once  at  Neisse  (1771,  second  year  after  these  Letters),  on 
looking  round  at  the  works  done  since  last  review,  in  sight  of 
all  the  Garrison  he  embraced  Lefebvre,  while  commending  his 

1  Fonnejr,  Sonvemn  <f  im  Citoym,  !i.  14fr-14S. 
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excellent  performance ;  which  filled  ihe  poor  soul  with  a  now 
nnimaginable  joy. 

"IW&w/'  says  Formey,  "the  jKwr  (Gentleman  wrote  to  me 
of  his  endless  satisfaction ;  and  how  he  hoped  to  get  through 
his  building,  and  retire  on  half-pay  this  very  season,  thence- 
forth to  belong  to  the  Academy  and  me ;  he  had  been  Member 
for  twenty  years  past."    With  this  view,  thinks  Formey,  he 
most  likely  hastened  on  his  buildings  too  fast :  certain  it  is,  a 
barrack  he  was  building  tumbled  suddenly,  and  some  work- 
men perished  in  the  ruins.    "Enemies  at  Court  suggested,'' 
or  the  accident  itself  suggested  without  any  enemy,  "  Has  not 
he  been  playing  false,  using  cheap  bad  materials  ?''  —  and 
Friedrich  ordered  him  arrest  in  his  own  Apartments,  till  the 
question  were  investigated.    Excitable  Lefebvre  was  like  to 
lose  his  wits,  almost  to  leap  out  of  his  skin.     ^One  evening 
at  supper,  he  managed  to  smuggle  away  a  knife ;  and,  in  the 
course  of  the  night,  gave  himself  sixteen  stabs  with  it ;  which 
at  length  suf&ced.    The  King  said,  ^He  has  used  himself 
worse  than  I  should  have  done ;  *  and  was  very  sorry.*^    Of 
Lefebvre's  scientific  structures,  globes  of  compression  and  the 
rest,  I  know  not  whether  anything  is  left;  the  above  Two 
Notes,  thrown  off  to  Formey,  were  accidentally  a  hit,  and,  in 
the  great  blank,  may  last  a  long  while. 

The  King  found  this  young  Kaiser  a  very  pretty  man ;  and 
could  have  liked  him  considerably,  had  their  mutual  positions 
permitted.  "He  had  a  frankness  of  manner  which  seemed 
natural  to  him,"  says  the  King;  "in  his  amiable  character, 
gayety  and  great  vivacity  were  prominent  features."  By 
accidental  chinks,  however,  one  saw  "an  ambition  beyond 
measure  "  burning  in  the  interior  of  this  young  man,^  —  let 
an  old  King  be  wary.  A  three  days,  clearly,  to  be  marked 
in  chalk ;  radiant  outwardly  to  both ;  to  a  certain  depth,  sin- 
cere; and  uncommonly  pleasant  for  the  time.  King  and 
Kaiser  were  seen  walking  about  arm  in  arm.    At  one  of  the 

^  (Euvm  de  Fridiric  (in  Mimmrts  de  1763  jusqu*h  1775,  a  Chapter  which 
yields  the  briefest,  and  the  one  completely  intelligible  account  we  yet  hare  of 
those  affairs),  ri.  2§. 
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Beriews  a  Note  was  brought  to  Friedrich :  he  read  it»  a  Note 
from  her  Imperial  Majesty ;  and  handing  it  to  Kaiser  Joseph, 
Uased  it  first  At  parting,  he  had  given  Joseph,  by  way  of 
Wpwki*,  a  copy  of  Mar^ehal  de  Saxe's  B4veries  (a  strange 
Military  Farrago,  dictated,  I  should  think,  under  opium  ^ ) : 
thia  Book  lay  continually  thereafter  on  the  Kaiser's  night- 
table;  and  was  found  there  at  his  death,  Twenty-one  years 
heiioe,  —  not  a  page  of  it  read,  the  leaves  all  sticking  together 
under  their  bright  gilding.' 

It  was  long  believed,  by  persons  capable  of  seeing  into  mill- 
stones, that,  under  cover  of  this  Neisse  Interview,  there  were 
important  Political  negotiations  and  consultings  carried  on ; — 
that  here,  and  in  a  Second  Interview  or  Betum-Visit,  of  which 
presently,  lay  the  real  foundation  of  the  Polish  Catastrophe. 
What  of  Political  passed  at  the  Second  Interview  readers  shall 
see  for  themselves,  from  an  excellent  Authority.  As  to  what 
passed  at  the  present  (<' mutual  word-of-honor :  should  Eng- 
land and  France  quarrel,  we  will  stand  neutral ''  *),  it  is  too 
insignificant  for  being  shown  to  readers.  Dialogues  there 
were,  delicately  holding  wide  of  the  mark,  and  at  length  com- 
ing close  enough ;  but,  at  neither  the  one  Interview  nor  the 
other,  was  Poland  at  all  a  party  concerned,  —  though,  beyond 
doubt,  the  Turk  War  was ;  silently  this  first  time,  and  with 
clear  vocality  on  the  second  occasion. 

In  spite  of  Galitzin's  blunders,  the  Turk  War  is  going  on  at 
a  fine  rate  in  these  months ;  Turks,  by  the  hundred  thousand, 
getting  scattered  in  panic  rout :  —  but  we  will  say  nothing  of 
it  just  yet.  Polish  Confederation  —  horror-struck,  as  may  be 
imagined,  at  its  auxiliary  Brother  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  and 
his  performances  —  is  weltering  in  violently  impotent  spasms 
into  deeper  and  ever  deeper  wretchedness,  Friedrich  sometimes 
thinking  of  a  Burlesque  Poem  on  the  subject ;  —  though  the 
Bnssian  suocesses,  and  the  Austrian  grudgings  and  gloomings, 
are  rising  on  him  as  a  very  serious  consideration.  "  Is  there 
no  method,  then,  of  allowing  Russia  to  prosecute  its  Turk  War 

1  "  J/ef  KSrtries ;  Owragt  PotUkuMe,  par  "  Ac.  (2  toIs.  4to :  Amsterdiun  el 
Leipug,  1757). 
*  Pieui,  iy.  24  n.  *  (Ewru  de  Frmi&ie,  abi  sapii. 
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in  spite  of  Austria  and  its  umbrages  ? "  thinks  Friedrich 
sometimes,  in  bis  anxieties  about  Peace  in  Europe : — ^'If  the 
Ukraine,  and  its  meal  for  the  Armies,  were  but  Russia's  I  At 
present,  Austria  can  strike  in  there,  cut  oS  the  proyisions,  and 
at  once  put  a  spoke  in  Russia's  wheel"  Friedrich  tells  us, 
"he  (i^a,"  the  King  himself,  what  I  do  not  find  in  any  other 
Book)  "  sent  to  Petersburg,  under  the  name  of  Ck)unt  Lynar, 
the  seraphic  Danish  Gentleman,  who,  in  1757,  had  brought 
about  the  Convention  of  Kloster-Zeven,  a  Project,  or  Sketch  of 
Plan,  for  Partitioning  certain  Provinces  of  Poland,  in  that 
view ; "  — the  Lynar  opining,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  somewhat  as 
follows :  "  Russia  to  lay  hold  of  the  essential  bit  of  Polish 
Territory  for  provisioning  itself  against  the  Turk,  and  allow 
to  Austria  and  Prussia  certain  other  bits ;  which  would  con- 
tent everybody,  and  enable  Russia  and  Christendom  to  extrude 
and  suppress  ad  libitum  that  abominable  mass  of  Mahometan 
Sensualism,  Darkness  and  Fanaticism  from  the  fairest  part  of 
Qod*s  Creation."  An  excellent  Project,  though  not  success- 
ful!  "To  which  Petersburg,  intoxicated  with  its  own  outlooks 
on  Turkey,  paid  not  the  least  attention,"  says  the  King.^  He 
gives  no  date  to  this  curious  statement ;  nor  does  anybody  else 
mention  it  at  all ;  but  we  may  fancy  it  to  have  been  of  Winter, 
1769-1770,  — and  leave  it  with  the  curious,  or  the  idly  curious, 
since  nothing  came  of  it  now  or  afterwards. 

Potsdam,  20thr-29th  October,  1769.  Only  two  months  after 
Neisse,  what  kindles  Potsdam  into  sudden  splendor,  Electress 
Marie- Antoine  makes  a  Visit  of  nine  days  to  the  King.  "  In 
July  last,"  says  a  certain  Note  of  ours,  "  the  Electress  was 
invited  to  Berlin,  to  a  Wedding ;  '  would  have  been  delighted 
to  come,  but  letter  of  invitation  arrived  too  late.  Will,  how- 
ever, not  give  up  the  plan  of  seeing  the  great  Friedrich.' 
Comes  to  Potsdam  20th-29th  October.  Stays  nine  days; 
much  delighted,  both,  with  the  visit.  'Magnificent  palaces, 
pleasant  gardens,  ravishing  concerts,  charming  Princes  and 
Princesses :  the  pleasantest  nine  days  I  ever  had  in  my  life,' 
says  the  Electress.     Friedrich  grants,  to  her  intercession,  par 

1  (EuvreB  de  Frederic,  vi.  26. 
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don  for  some  culprit.  '  Diva  Antonia '  he  calls  her  henceforth 
for  some  time ;  she  him, ' Plus  grand  des  mortelsy*  ^Sahwkondu 
Nbfd/  and  the  like  names."  ^  Next  year  too  (September  SOth- 
Oetober  6th,  1770),  the  bright  Lady  made  a  seoond  visit}  *  no 
third, — the  times  growing  too  political,  perhaps;  the  times 
not  suiting.  The  Correspondence  continues  to  the  end ;  and  is 
really  pretty.  And  would  be  instructive  withal,  were  it  well 
edited.  For  example, — if  we  might  look  backwards,  and 
shoot  a  momentary  spark  into  the  vacant  darkness  of  the  Past, 
— Vriedrich  wrote  (the  year  before  this) :  — 

Fotedam,  3d  May^  1768.  .  .  .  ''Jesuits  have  got  all  out 
adrift :  A  dim  rumor  spreads  that  his  Holiness  will  not  rest 
with  that  first  anathema,  but  that  a  fulminating  Bull  is  coming 
out  against  the  Most  Christian,  the  Most  Catholic  and  the 
Most  Faithful  If  that  be  so,  my  notion  is.  Madam,  that  the 
Holy  Father,  to  fill  his  table,  will  admit  the  Defender  of 
the  Faith  [poor  George  in.]  and  your  Servant;  for  it  does 
not  suit  a  Pope  to  sit  solitary.  .  .  . 

''  A  pity  for  the  human  race.  Madam,  that  men  cannot  be 
tranquil,  —  but  they  never  and  nowhere  can  I  Not  even  the 
little  Town  of  Neufchfttel  but  has  had  its  troubles;  your 
Boyal  Highness  will  be  astonished  to  leam  how.  A  Parson 
there  [this  was  above  seven  years  ago,  in  old  Marischal's 
reign '  ]  had  set  forth  in  a  sermon.  That  considering  the  im- 
mense mercy  of  Gk)d,  the  pains  of  Hell  could  not  last  forever. 
The  Synod  shouted  murder  at  such  scandal;  and  has  been 
struggling,  ever  since,  to  get  the  Parson  exterminated.  The 
affair  was  of  my  jurisdiction ;  for  your  Boyal  Highness  must 
know  that  I  am  Pope  in  that  Country ;  —  here  is  my  decision : 
Let  the  parsons,  who  make  for  themselves  a  cruel  and  barba- 
rous Ood,  be  eternally  damned,  as  they  desire,  and  deserve ; 
and  let  those  parsons,  who  conceive  God  gentle  and  merci- 
ful, enjoy  the  plenitude  of  his  mercy !    However,  Madam,  my 

>  (Emmm  de  Fr6iiric  ( Corrupondanee  cam  PEUdriee  Marie' Aniaim),  xziT. 
17^186. 

*  Bodenbeck,  ilL  24. 

s  See  Letten  to  HArieclud,  "Leipzig,  9th  Hsrch,  lltl,"" BntHtn,  14th 
Maj,  1761 : "  la  (Ewn$  de  Fridirie,  xx.  SS2, 287. 
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sentence  has  fidled  to  calm  men's  minds ;  the  schism  con- 
tinues ;  and  the  number  of  the  damnatory  theologians  prevails 
over  the  others."  *  —  Or  again :  — 

PoUdanij  1st  DecembeTf  1766.  ''At  present  I  have  with  mo 
my  Niece  [Sister's  Daughter^  of  Schwedt],  the  Duchess  of 
Wttrtemberg ;  who  remembers  with  pleasure  to  have  had  the 
happiness  of  seeing  your  Boyal  Highness  in  former  times. 
She  is  very  unhappy  and  much  to  be  pitied;  her  Husband 
[Sugen  of  WtUrtemberg^  whom  we  heard  much  of,  and  last  at 
Colberg]  gives  her  a  deal  of  trouble :  he  is  a  violent  man, 
from  whom  she  has  everything  to  fear ;  who  gives  her  cha- 
grinSy  and  makes  her  no  allowances.  I  try  my  best  to  bring 
him  to  reason;"  —  but  am  little  successful.  Three  years 
after  this,  ''May  Sd,  1769,"  we  find  Eugen,  who  once  talked 
of  running  his  august  Reigning  Brother  through  the  body, 
has  ended  by  returning  to  Stuttgard  and  him ;  where,  or  at 
MUmpelgard,  his  Apanage,  he  continued  thenceforth.  And  was 
Beigning  Duke  himself,  long  afterwards,  for  two  years,  at  the 
very  end  of  his  life.'  At  this  date  of  1766^  "  my  x)oor  Niece 
and  he "  have  been  married  thirteen  years,  and  have  half  a 
score  of  children;  —  the  eldest  of  them  Czar  Paul's  Second 
Wife  that  is  to  be,  and  Mother  of  the  now  Czars. 

JMc^mber  17th,  1765.  ..."  I  have  had  12,360  houses  and 
bams  to  rebuild,  and  am  nearly  through  with  that.  But  how 
many  other  wounds  remain  yet  to  be  healed!" 

Jidj/  22d^  1766.  ..."  Wedding  festivities  of  Prince  of 
Prussia.  Duchess  of  Kingston  tipsy  on  the  occasion  I "  —  But 
we  must  not  be  tempted  farther.' 

1  "  April  2d,  1768  "  (a  month  before  this  Letter  to  Madam),  there  is  **  riot 
at  Nenfchltel ;  and  Avocat  Gardot  [heterodox  Parson's  Advoeate\  killed  in 
it"  (Rodenbeck,  ii.  303). 

>  "  Sncceeded,"  on  his  Brother  Karl's  death, "  SOth  Ma/,  17M ;  ditd  SSd 
December,  1797,  age  75." 

*  (Euvrts  de  FrMrie,  xxiy.  90-155. 
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Next  Tear  there  is  a  Second  Interview;  Fritdrieh  making 
a  SetumrVint  during  the  Kaiser* 8  Moravian  Reviews 
(Camp  of  Mahrisch-Neustadt,  8d-7th  September, 
1770). 

The  Bnssian-Tork  War,  espeoially  in  this  Second  Cam- 
paign of  it,  — "  Liberation  of  Greece,"  or,  failing  that,  total 
destraction  of  the  Turk  Fleet  in  Greek  waters ;  conquest  of 
Wallachia,  as  of  Moldavia ;  in  a  word,  imminency  of  total  ruin 
to  the  Turk  by  land  and  sea,  —  all  this  is  blazing  aloft  at  such 
a  pitch,  in  Summer,  1770,  that  a  new  Interview  upon  it  may 
well,  to  neighbors  so  much  interested,  seem  more  desirable 
than  ever.  Interview  accordingly  there  is  to  be  :  3d  Septem* 
ber,  and  for  four  days  following. 

Kaunitz  himself  attends,  this  time ;  something  of  real  busi- 
ness privately  probable  to  Kaunitz.  Prince  Henri  is  not 
there ;  Prince  Henri  is  gone  to  Sweden  ;  on  visit  to  his 
Sister,  whom  he  has  not  seen  since  boyhood :  of  which  Visit 
there  will  be  farther  mention.  Present  with  the  King  were :  ^ 
the  Prince  of  Prussia  (luckier  somewhat  in  his  second  wed- 
lock, little  red-colored  Son  and  Heir  bom  to  him  just  a  month 
ago)  ;  *  Prince  Ferdinand ;  two  Brunswick  Nephews,  Erbprinn 
whom  we  used  to  hear  of,  and  Leopold  a  junior,  of  whom  we 
shall  once  or  so.  No  Seidlitz  this  time.  Except  Lentulus, 
no  General  to  name.  But  better  for  us  than  all  Generals, 
in  the  Kaiser's  suite,  besides  Kaunitz,  was  Prince  de  Ligne,  — 
who  holds  a  pen,  as  will  appear. 

^  Liberation  of  the  Greeks ''  had  kindled  many  people,  Vol- 
taire among  the  number,  who  is  still  intermittently  in  cor- 
respondence with  Friedrich:  ''A  magnificent  Czarina  about 
to  revivify  that  true  Temple  of  Mankind,  or  at  least  to  sweep 
the  blockhead  Turks  out  of  it ;  what  a  prospect  I ''  Friedrich 
is  quite  cool  on  Greece ;  not  too  hot  on  any  part  of  this  sub- 
ject, though  intensely  concerned  about  it.  Besides  his  ingen- 
ious Count-Lynar  Project,  and  many  other  businesses,  Friedrich 

1  Bodenbeck,  iii.  21. 

s  Friedrich  WUhekn  UL,  *'  bom  Sd  August,  1770." 
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has  just  been  confuting  Baron  d'Holbach's  Systeme  de  la  Na^ 
ture;  ^ — writing  to  Voltaire,  Potsdantj  l%th  Augtutj  1770,  on 
this  subject  among  others,  he  adds :  '^I  am  going  for  Silesia^ 
on  the  Keviews.  I  am  to  see  the  Kaiser,  who  has  invited  me 
to  his  Camp  in  Mahren.  That  is  an  amiable  and  meritorious 
Prince ;  he  values  your  Works,  reads  them  as  diligently  as  he 
can ;  is  anything  but  superstitious :  in  brief,  a  Kaiser  such 
as  Germany  has  not  for  a  great  while  had.  Neither  he  nor 
I  have  any  love  for  the  blockhead  and  barbaric  sort ;  —  but 
that  is  no  reason  for  extirpating  them :  if  it  were,  your 
Turks  [oppressors  of  Greece]  would  not  be  the  only  vio- 
tims ! " « 

In  a  lengthy  Letter y  written  by  request,  To  StanislatUf  King 
of  Folandf  in  1785,  or  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  years  from  this 
Interview  at  Neustadt,  Prince  de  Ligne,  who  was  present 
there,  has  left  us  some  record  or  loose  lively  reminiscence  of 
it ;  * —  sputtering,  effervescing,  epigrammatic  creature,  had  he 
confined  himself  to  a  faithful  description,  and  burnt  off  for  us, 
not  like  a  pretty  fire-work,  but  like  an  innocent  candle,  or 
thing  for  seeing  by !  But  we  must  take  what  we  have,  an& 
endeavor  to  be  thankful.  By  great  luck,  the  one  topic  he 
insists  on  is  Friedrich  and  his  aspect  and  behavior  on  the 
occasion:  which  is  what,  of  all  else  in  it,  we  are  most  con- 
cerned with. 

"You  have  ordered  me.  Sire  [this  was  written  for  him  in 
1785],  to  speak  to  you  of  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  this 
Age.  You  admire  him,  though  his  neighborhood  has  done 
you  mischief  enough ;  and,  placing  yourself  at  the  impartial 
distance  of  History,  feel  a  noble  curiosity  on  all  that  belongs 
to  this  extraordinary  genius.  I  will,  therefore,  give  you  an 
exact  accoimt  of  the  smallest  words  that  I  myself  heard  the 
great  Friedrich  speak.  .  .  .  The  I  (leje)  is  odious  to  me;  but 
nothing  is  indifferent  when  "  —  Well,  your  accoimt,  then,  your 

1  "  Eimmm  Critique  du  SysthM  de  la  Nature  [in  (Euvrei  de  FrSdhie,  ix.  15S 
et  seq.],  finislied  Jnly,  1770." 

2  CEuvree  de  Frideric,  xxiii.  165, 166. 

*  Frinca  de  Ligne,  Mimoiru  et  Mtiangu  Hittoriquee  (Par.  X827),  L  S-tL 
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account,  without  farther  preambling;  and  in  a  more  exact  way 
than  you  are  wont !  — 

^  By  a  singular  chance,  in  1770  [dd-7th  September,  if  you 
would  but  date],  the  Kaiser  was  [for  the  second  time]  enabled 
to  deliver  himself  to  the  personal  admiration  which  he  had 
conceived  for  the  King  of  Prussia ;  and  these  Two  great  Sover- 
eigns were  so  well  together,  that  they  could  pay  visits.  The 
Kaiser  permitted  me  to  accompany ;  and  introduced  me  to  the 
King:  it  was  at  Neustadt  in  Moravia  IMdhriseh-Neugtadtf  short 
way  from  AusterlitZy  which  is  since  become  a  celebrated  place]. 
I  can't  recollect  if  I  had,  or  had  assumed,  an  air  of  embarrass- 
ment ;  but  what  I  do  well  remember  is,  that  the  Kaiser,  who 
noticed  my  look,  said  to  the  King,  'He  has  a  timid  expression, 
which  I  never  observed  in  him  before ;  he  will  recover  pres- 
ently.' This  he  said  in  a  graceful  merry  way ;  and  the  two 
went  out,  to  go,  I  believe,  to  the  Play.  On  the  way  thither, 
the  King  for  an  instant  quitting  his  Imperial  Friend,  asked 
me  if  my  Letter  to  Jean  Jcusques  [now  an  entirely  forgotten 
Piece],  which  had  been  printed  in  the  Papers,  was  really  by 
me  ?  I  answered,  '  Sire,  I  am  not  famous  enough  to  have  my 
name  forged '  [as  a  certain  Other  name  has  been,  on  this  same 
unproductive  topic].  He  felt  what  I  meant.  It  is  known  that 
Horace  Walpole  took  the  King's  name  to  write  his  famous 
Lettre  a  Jean  Jacques  [impossible  to  attend  to  the  like  of  it 
at  present],  which  contributed  the  most  to  drive  mad  that 
eloquent  and  unreasonable  man  of  genius. 

<^C!oming  out  of  the  Play,  the  Kaiser  said  to  the  King  of 
Prussia :  *  There  is  Noverre,  the  famous  Composer  of  Ballets ; 
he  has  been  in  Berlin,  I  believe.'  Noverre  made  thereupon  a 
beautiful  dancing-master  bow.  <Ah,  I  know  him,'  said  the 
King :  'we  saw  him  at  Berlin ;  he  was  very  droll ;  mimicked 
an  the  world,  especially  our  chief  Dancing  Women,  to  make 
yoo  split  with  laughing.'  Noverre,  ill  content  with  this  way 
of  remembering  him,  made  another  beautiful  third-poeition 
bow;  and  hoped  possibly  the  King  would  say  something 
farther,  and  offer  him  the  opportunity  of  a  small  revenge. 
'Tour  Ballets  are  beautiful,'  said  the  King  to  him;  'your 
Dancing  Girls  have  grace ;  but  it  is  grace  in  a  squattisb  fom 
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(de  la  grdee  engonde).  I  think  you  make  them  raise  their 
shoulders  and  their  arms  too  much.  For,  Monsieur  Noverre^ 
if  you  remember,  our  principal  Dancing  Girl  at  Berlin  wasn't 
so.'  'That  is  why  she  was  at  Berlin,  Sire,'  replied  Novene 
[satirically,  all  he  could]. 

<'  I  was  every  day  asked  to  sup  with  the  King ;  too  often 
the  conversation  addressed  itself  to  me.  In  spite  of  my  at- 
tachment to  the  Kaiser,  whose  General  I  like  to  be,  but  not 
whose  D'Argens  or  Algarotti,  I  had  not  beyond  reason  aban- 
doned myself  to  that  feeling.  When  urged  by  the  King's 
often  speaking  to  me,  I  had  to  answer,  and  go  on  talking. 
Besides,  the  Kaiser  took  a  main  share  in  the  con  venation ; 
and  was  perhaps  more  at  his  ease  with  the  King  than  the 
King  with  him.  One  day,  they  got  talking  of  what  one  would 
wish  to  be  in  this  world ;  and  they  asked  my  opinion.  I  said, 
I  should  like  to  be  'a  Pretty  Woman  till  thirty;  then,  till 
sixty,  a  fortunate  and  skilful  G^eneral;' — and  not  knowing 
what  more  to  say,  but  for  the  sake  of  adding  something,  what- 
ever it  might  be,  'a  Cardinal  till  eighty.'  The  King,  who 
likes  to  banter  the  Sacred  College,  made  himself  merry  on 
this ;  and  the  Kaiser  gave  him  a  cheap  bargain  of  Rome  and 
its  upholders  (tuppots).  That  supper  was  one  of  the  gayest 
and  pleasantest  I  have  ever  seen.  The  Two  Sovereigns  were 
without  pretension  and  without  reserve ;  what  did  not  always 
happen  on  other  dayB;  and  the  amiability  of  two  men  so 
superior,  and  often  so  astonished  to  see  themselves  together, 
was  the  agreeablest  thing  you  can  imagine.  The  King  bade 
me  come  and  see  him  the  first  time  he  and  I  should  have  three 
or  four  hours  to  ourselves. 

"  A  storm  such  as  there  never  was,  a  deluge  compared  with 
which  that  of  Deucalion  was  a  summer  shower,  covered  our 
Hills  with  water  [cannot  say  which  day  of  the  four],  and 
almost  drowned  our  Army  while  attempting  to  manoeuvre. 
The  morrow  was  a  rest-day  for  that  reason.  At  nine  in  the 
morning,  I  went  to  the  King,  and  stayed  till  one.  He  spoke 
to  me  of  our  Generals ;  I  let  him  say,  of  his  own  accord,  the 
things  I  think  of  Marshals  Lacy  and  Loudon ;  and  I  hinted 
that,  as  to  the  others,  it  was  better  to  speak  of  the  dead  t}iao 
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if  the  living ;  and  that  one  nerer  am  well  jndge 
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their  very  &Qlts,  —  I  believe  their  confusion  might  confuse 
their  enemies  sometimes.' 

JTtn^.  '''Welly  yeS;  doubtless,  if  you  have  something  to 
support  them  with.' 

Ego.  '"Just  so,  Sire,  —  some  Swiss  and  Qermans.' 

King.  "  "Tis  a  brave  and  amiable  nation,  the  French;  one 
can't  help  loving  them :  —  but,  mon  Dieuj  what  have  they  made 
of  their  Men  of  Letters ;  and  what  a  tone  has  now  come  up 
among  them  I  Voltaire,  for  example,  had  an  excellent  tone. 
D'Alembert,  whom  I  esteem  in  many  respects,  is  too  noisy, 
and  insists  too  much  on  producing  effect  in  society :  —  was  it 
the  Men  of  Letters  that  gave  tiie  Court  of  Louis  XTV.  its 
grace,  or  did  they  themselves  acquire  it  from  the  many  amia- 
ble persons  they  found  there  ?  He  was  the  Patriarch  of 
Kings,  that  one  [in  a  certain  sense,  your  Majesty !].  In  his 
lifetime  a  little  too  much  good  was  said  of  him ;  but  a  great 
deal  too  much  ill  after  his  death.' 

Ego.  " '  A  King  of  France,  Sire,  is  always  the  Patriarch  of 
Clever  People  (Fatriarche  des  gens  cPesprit:'  You  do  not 
much  mean  this.  Monsieur  ?  You  merely  grin  it  from  the 
teeth  outward  ?) 

King.  "'That  is  the  bad  Number  to  draw:  they  aren't 
worth  a  doit  (ne  vcUent  pas  le  dia^le,  these  gens  cPesprit)  at 
(joveming.  Better  be  Patriarch  of  the  Greek  Church,  like 
my  sister  the  Empress  of  Eussia  I  That  brings  her,  and  will 
bring,  advantages.  There 's  a  religion  for  you ;  comprehend- 
ing many  Countries  and  different  Nations !  As  to  our  poor 
Lutherans,  they  are  so  few,  it  is  not  worth  while  being  their 
Patriarch.' 

Ego.  " '  Nevertheless,  Sire,  if  one  join  to  them  the  Calvin- 
ists,  and  all  the  little  bastard  Sects,  it  would  not  be  so  bad  a 
post.  [The  King  appeared  to  kindle  at  this ;  his  eyes  were 
full  of  animation.  But  it  did  not  last  when  I  said :]  If  the 
Kaiser  were  Patriarch  of  the  Catholics,  that  too  would  n't  be 
a  bad  place.' 

King.  " '  There,  there :  Europe  divided  into  Three  Patriarch- 
ates. I  was  wrong  to  begin;  you  see  where  that  leads  us: 
Messieurs,  our  dreams  are  not  those  of  the  just,  as  M.  lo 
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Kegent  used  to  say.     If  Louis  XIV.  were  alive,  he  would 
thank  us.' 

<<A11  these  patriarchal  ideas,  possible  and  impossible  to 
realize,  made  him,  for  an  instant,  look  thoughtfol,  almost 
moody. 

Kinff.  " '  Louis  XIV.,  possessing  more  judgment  than  clever- 
ness (esprit),  looked  out  more  for  the  former  quality  than  for 
the  latter.  It  was  men  of  genius  that  he  wanted,  and  found* 
It  could  not  be  said  that  ComeiUe,  Bossuet,  Kacine  and  Cond4 
were  people  of  the  clever  sort  (des  hommes  cPesprity 

Effo.  "*0n  the  whole,  there  is  that  in  the  Country  which 
really  deserves  to  be  happy.  It  is  asserted  that  your  Majesty 
has  said.  If  one  would  have  a  fine  dream,  one  must  —  * 

King.  " '  Yes,  it  is  true,  —  be  King  of  France.' 

Effo,  "*If  Francis  I.  and  Henri  FV.  had  come  into  the 
world  after  your  Majesty,  they  would  have  said,  "be  King 
of  Prussia."' 

King.  "*Tell  me,  pray,  is  there  no  citable  Writer  left  in 
France?' 

''This  made  me  laugh  ;  the  King  asked  the  reason.  I  told 
him,  He  reminded  me  of  the  Russe  a  Paris,  that  charming  little 
piece  of  verse  of  M.  de  Voltaire's ;  and  we  remembered  charm- 
ing things  out  of  it,  which  made  us  both  laugh.    He  said, 

JTfii^.  " '  I  have  sometimes  heard  the  Prince  de  Conti  spoken 
of :  what  sort  of  man  is  he  ? ' 

Ego.  "'He  is  a  man  composed  of  twenty  or  thirty  men. 
He  is  proud,  he  is  affable,' "  —  he  is  fiddle,  he  is  diddle  (in 
the  seesaw  epigrammatic  way,  for  a  page  or  more) ;  and  is 
not  worth  pen  and  ink  from  us,  since  the  time  old  Marshal 
Traun  got  us  rid  of  him,  —  home  across  the  Rhine,  full  speed| 
with  Croats  sticking  on  his  skirts.^ 

"This  portrait  seemed  to  amuse  the  King.  One  had  to 
captivate  him  by  some  piquant  detail ;  without  that>  he  would 
escape  you,  give  you  no  time  to  speak.  The  success  generallj 
began  by  the  first  words,  no  matter  how  vague,  of  any  oonver* 
sation ;  these  he  foimd  means  to  make  interesting;  and  what^ 
generally,  is  mere  talk  about  the  weather  became  at  ohm  m 

1  Sapr^  riiL  476. 
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lime ;  and  one  never  heard  anything  vulgar  from  him.    Hi 

ennobled  everything ;  and  the  examples  of  Greeks  and  Bomim, 

or  of  modern  Generals,  soon  dissipated  everything  of  what, 

with  others,  would  have  remained  trivial  and  commonplace. 

"  *  Have  you  ever,'  said  he,  *seen  such  a  rain  as  yesterday's? 
Tour  orthodox  Catholics  will  say,  ''That  comes  of  having  a 
man  without  religion  among  us :  what  are  we  to  do  with  this 
cursed  (maudU)  King ;  a  Protestant  at  lowest  ?  "  for  I  really 
think  I  brought  you  bad  luck.  Your  soldiers  would  be  say- 
ing, ''  Peace  we  have ;  and  still  is  this  devil  of  a  man  to 
trouble  us ! " ' 

Ego,  " 'Certainly,  if  your  Majesty  was  the  cause,  it  is  very 
bad.  Such  a  thing  is  only  permitted  to  Jupiter,  who  has 
always  good  reasons  for  everything ;  and  it  would  have  been 
in  his  fashion,  after  destroying  the  one  set  by  fire,  to  set  about 
destroying  the  others  by  water.  However,  the  fire  is  at  an 
end ;  and  I  did  not  expect  to  revert  to  it.' 

King.  " '  I  ask  your  pardon  for  having  plagued  you  so  often 
with  that ;  I  regret  it  for  the  sake  of  all  mankind.  But  what 
a  fine  Apprenticeship  of  War !  I  have  committed  errors  enough 
to  teach  you  young  people,  all  of  you,  to  do  better.  Hon  DieUj 
how  I  love  your  grenadiers !  How  well  they  defiled  in  my 
presence  I  If  the  god  Mars  were  raising  a  body-guard  for  him- 
self, I  should  advise  him  to  take  them  hand  over  head.  Do 
you  know  I  was  well  pleased  (bien  content)  with  the  Kaiser 
last  night  at  supper  ?  Did  you  hear  what  he  said  to  me  about 
Libert]^  of  the  Press,  and  the  Troubling  of  Consciences  {la 
gene  des  consciences)  ?  There  will  be  bits  of  difference  between 
his  worthy  Ancestors  and  him,  on  some  points !' 

Hgo,  "'I  am  persuaded,  he  will  entertain  no  prejudices  on 
anything;  and  that  your  Majesty  will  be  a  great  Book  of 
Instruction  to  him.' 

King,  "  '  How  adroitly  he  disapproved,  without  appearing  to 
mean  anything,  the  ridiculous  Vienna  Censorship ;  and  the  too 
great  fondness  of  his  Mother  (without  naming  her)  for  cer- 
tain things  which  only  make  hypocrites.  By  the  by,  she  must 
detest  you,  that  High  Lady  ? ' 

Kgo.   " '  Well,  then,  not  at  alL     She  has  sometimes  lectured 
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me  about  my  girayings^  but  very  maternally :  she  is  sorry  for 
JDB,  and  quite  sure  that  I  shall  return  to  the  right  path.  She 
said  to  me,  some  time  ago,  '^I  don't  know  how  you  do,  you  are 
the  intimate  friend  of  Father  Griffet ;  the  Bishop  of  Neustadt 
lias  always  spoken  well  of  you ;  likewise  the  Archbishop  of 
ICalines;  and  the  Cardinal  [name  Sinzendorf,  or  else  not 
known  to  me,  dignity  and  red  hat  sufficiently  visible]  lovee 
fou  much.*' ' 

<^Why  cannot  I  remember  the  hundred  luminous  things 
which  escaped  the  King  in  this  conversation !  It  lasted  till 
the  trumpet  at  Head-quarters  announced  dinner.  The  King 
went  to  take  his  place ;  and  I  think  it  was  on  this  occasion 
that>  some  one  having  asked  why  M.  de  Loudon  had  not  come 
jety  he  said,  '  That  is  not  his  custom :  formerly  he  often  ar- 
rived before  me.  Please  let  him  take  this  place  next  me ;  I 
would  rather  have  him  at  my  side  than  opposite.' " 

That  is  very  pretty.  And  a  better  authority  gives  it.  The 
King  said  to  Loudon  himself,  on  Loudon's  entering,  '*  Mettez- 
vaus  aupres  de  moiy  M,  de  Loudon  ;  faime  mieux  vous  avoir  a 
coii  de  mot  que  vts-cMns"  He  was  very  kind  to  Loudon ; 
^constantly  called  him  M.  le  Feldmarichal  [delicate  hint 
of  what  should  have  been,  but  was  not  for  seven  years  yet]  ; 
and,  at  parting,  gave  him  [as  he  did  to  Lacy  also]  two  superb 
horses,  magnificently  equipped."  ^ 

"Another  day,"  continues  Prince  de  Ligne,  "the  Manosu- 
being  over  in  good  time,  there  was  a  Ooncert  at  the 
Notwithstanding  the  King's  taste  for  music,  he  was 
pleased  to  give  me  the  preference ;  and  came  where  I  was,  to 
enchant  me  with  the  magic  of  his  conversation,  and  the  bril- 
liant traits,  gay  and  bold,  which  characterize  hioL  He  asked 
me  to  name  the  general  and  particular  Officers  who  were  pres- 
ent>  and  to  tell  him  those  who  had  served  under  Marshal 
Traun:  *For,  «i/2n,'  he  said,  *as  I  think  I  have  told  you 
already,  he  is  my  Master ;  he  corrected  me  in  the  Schooling 
I  was  at' 

Ego.  ^ '  Tour  Majesty  was  very  ungrateful,  then ;  70a  never 

1  Ptizl,  VU  dt  London,  iL  M. 
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paid  him  his  lessons.  If  it  was  as  your  Majesty  saySi  yoa 
should  at  least  hare  allowed  him  to  beat  you ;  and  I  do  not 
remember  that  you  ever  did.' 

King.   '^ '  I  did  not  get  beaten,  because  I  did  not  fight' 

Ego»  '^ '  It  is  in  this  manner  that  the  greatest  Generals  haye 
often  conducted  their  wars  against  each  other.  One  has  only 
to  look  at  the  two  Campaigns  of  M.  de  Montecuculi  and  M.  de 
Turenne,  in  the  Valley  of  the  Rench  [Strasburg  Country,  1674 
and  1675,  two  celebrated  Campaigns,  Turenne  killed  by  a 
cannon-shot  in  the  last]. 

King.  '^^  Between  Traun  and  the  former  there  is  not  much 
difference  ;  but  what  a  difference,  hon  Dieu,  between  the  latter 
and  me ! ' 

"  I  named  to  him  the  Count  d'Althan,  who  had  been  Adju- 
tant-€reueral,  and  the  Count  de  Pellegrini.  He  asked  me  twice 
which  was  which,  from  the  distance  we  were  at ;  and  said.  He 
was  so  short-sighted,  I  must  excuse  him. 

IJgo,  " '  Nevertheless,  Sire,  in  the  War  your  sight  was  good 
enough ;  and,  if  I  remember  right,  it  reached  very  far! ' 

King.   "  *  It  was  not  I ;  it  was  my  glass.' 

Kgo,  '^ '  Ha,  I  should  have  liked  to  find  that  glass ;  —  but  I 
fear  it  would  have  suited  my  eyes  as  little  as  Scanderbeg's 
sword  my  arm.' 

"I  forget  how  the  conversation  changed;  but  I  know  it 
grew  so  free  that,  seeing  somebody  coming  to  join  in  it,  the 
King  warned  him  to  take  care ;  that  it  was  n't  safe  to  con- 
verse with  a  man  doomed  by  the  theologians  to  Everlasting 
Fire.  I  felt  as  if  he  somewhat  overdid  this  of  his  'being 
doomed,'  and  that  he  boasted  too  much  of  it.  Not  to  hint  at 
the  dishonesty  of  these  free-thinking  gentlemen  (messieurs  les 
esprits  forts)^  who  very  often  are  thoroughly  afraid  of  the 
Devil,  it  is,  at  least,  bad  taste  to  make  display  of  such  things : 
and  it  was  with  the  people  of  bad  taste  whom  he  has  had 
about  him,  such  as  a  Jordan,  a  D'Argens,  Maupertuis,  La 
Beaumelle,  La  Mettrie,  Abb^  de  Prades,  and  some  dull  scep- 
tics of  his  own  Academy,  that  he  had  acquired  the  habit  of 
mocking  at  Religion ;  and  of  talking  {de  parler)  Dogma,  Spi- 
nozism^  Court  of  Borne  and  the  like.    In  the  end,  I  didn't 
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ilways  answer  wh«n  he  WucIiahI  upou  it     1  ik>w  iMM^MHi  4(k 

moment's  interral^  while  he  wm  iMing  hia  hauUkev^tUei^  1^ 

speak  to  him  about  some  busioeaa^  iu  eomieQlioiu  with  th» 

(Tilde  of  Westphalia,  and  a  little  Omii  Jwm4iiia$  [(Vuuty 

holding  direct  of  the  Reioh3  whioh  1  have  there.    The  Kiuy 

answered  me :  ^  I,  for  m j  part,  will  do  auy thlug  you  winh  | 

but  what  thinks  the  other  Director,  my  comrade,  tUu  Kleotur 

of  Cologne,  about  it  ? ' 

Ego,  ''  ^  I  was  not  aware.  Sire,  that  you  were  au  IGooleaia*- 
tical  Elector.' 

King.  '< '  I  am  so ;  at  least  on  my  Protestant  aooouut.' 

Ego.  '* '  That  is  not  to  our  account's  advantage !  Thoue  good 
people  of  mine  believe  your  Majesty  to  be  their  protaoiur.' 

''He  continued  asking  me  the  names  of  iierauus  ha  saw.  ( 
was  telling  him  those  of  a  number  of  young  I'rinises  wbu  bad 
hitely  entered  the  Service,  and  some  of  whom  gave  bu(MHi« 
'That  may  be,'  said  he;  'but  I  think  tlie  breed  of  the  go veror 
ing  races  ought  to  be  crossed*  I  like  the  cbildran  of  liive  i 
look  at  the  Marshal  de  Baxe,  and  my  own  Aiibali  [severe 
Adjutant  von  Anhalt,  a  bastard  of  i'rinss  Oiislav,  tlie  Old 
Dessaoer's  Heir-Apparent^  who  begot  a  go^id  mtuty  ImMUutU, 
but  died  before  inheriting :  bastards  wtsrts  imm^^Ui  ap,  all  t4 
them  to  soldiering,  by  their  OdcU;«,  — this  //oe  by  HndtU:  Mmil^ ; 
was  thrown  from  his  horse  ^igbt  years  /umus«;  t/>  tiu:  greai  j^^y 
of  many];  tfaoo^  I  am  afraid  thai  0UC0  lumA  thiu  ^Uag, 
alas !]  his  fsll  <m  his  bewL  that  latUrr  is  imX  m  fffMA  m  Cmt- 
BMrty.  I  abcmld  be  grieved  at  it/  Uxfa  Ujf  las  mluc  sjud  Itgr 
fldiie;  he  is  a  man  foil  <if  taksite/ 

'^I  an  gilad  to  zeBODember  this ;  for  I  have  Lbwd  it  imiA  l/y 
mUr  sibikderras  ywp]ft  (tf€$  44wiffawuUfj.  wL^j  ua^^jj^  tlyt  Kijug 
of  PmsBa  of  iiitiwadtii.''.i:y.  ttiat  l^  wae  lcA  Vom^u^  k/v  tiL« 
aecidsiit  winA.  happexiec  u^  tLe  jutudu  Lk  Mieit«iec  Vj  ^ve  aumA. 
loD  happr  if  ouf:  had  only  Mud  thai:  vf  iiut !  JdU;  irafe  huy 
Xif  vt  ystawit  of  tL^  JiMsrit  oJ  boitwerui  actC  iA  JiMOii^ 


fbc.  a.  fiaitt;   |(ff  tfi*  ImL  iMiC  fiwui^ii^r  i«iir:  m.  tut  jM4pC   41.  tu; 
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and  delighted  to  have  got  them  killed.  It  is  thus  that  medi- 
ocre people  seek  to  lower  great  mexxy  to  diminish  the  immfflBe 
space  that  lies  between  themselves  and  such. 

"  Out  of  politeness,  the  "King,  and  his  Suite  as  well,  had  put 
on  white  [Austrian]  Unif orms,  not  to  bring  back  on  us  that  blue 
which  we  had  so  often  seen  in  war.  He  looked  as  though  he 
belonged  to  our  Army  and  to  the  Kaiser's  suite.  There  was, 
in  this  Visit,  I  believe,  on  both  sides,  a  little  personality,  some 
distrust,  and  perhaps  a  beginning  of  bitterness; — as  always 
happens,  says  Philippe  de  Gomines,  when  Sovereigns  meet 
The  King  took  Spanish  snufiP,  and  brushing  it  off  with  his 
hand  from  his  coat  as  well  as  he  could,  he  said,  '  I  am  not 
clean  enough  for  you,  Messieurs;  I  am  not  worthy  to  wear 
your  colors.'  The  air  with  which  he  said  this,  made  me 
think  he  would  yet  soil  them  with  powder,  if  the  opportunity 
arose. 

^'I  forgot  a  little  Incident  which  gave  me  an  opportunity 
of  setting  off  (fatre  vcUoir)  the  two  Monarohs  to  each  other 
[Incident  about  the  King's  high  opinion  of  the  Kaiser's  drill- 
sergeantry  in  this  day's  manoeuvres,  and  how  I  was  the  happy 
cause  of  the  Kaiser's  hearing  it  himself :  Incident  omissible ; 
as  the  whole  Sequel  is,  except  a  sentence  or  two]. — 

.  .  .  ''  On  this  Neustadt  occasion,  the  King  was  sometimes 
too  ceremonious ;  which  annoyed  the  Kaiser.  For  instance,  — 
I  know  not  whether  meaning  to  show  himself  a  disciplined 
Elector  of  the  Beich,  but  so  it  was, — whenever  the  Kaiser  put 
his  foot  in  stirrup,  the  King  was  sure  to  take  his  Majesty's 
horse  by  the  bridle,  stand  respectfully  waiting  the  Kaiser's 
right  foot,  and  fit  it  into  iu  stirrup :  and  so  with  everything 
else.  The  Kaiser  had  the  more  sincere  appearance,  in  testify- 
ing his  great  respect ;  like  that  of  a  young  Prince  to  an  aged 
King,  and  of  a  young  Soldier  to  the  greatest  of  Captains.  .  .  . 

^'  Sometimes  there  were  appearances  of  cordiality  between  the 
two  Sovereigns.  One  saw  that  Friedrich  IL  loved  Joseph  II., 
but  that  the  preponderance  of  the  Empire,  and  the  contact 
of  Bohemia  and  Silesia,  a  good  deal  barred  the  sentiments  of 
King  and  Kaiser.  You  remember.  Sire  [Ex-Sire  of  Poland], 
their  Letters  [readers  shall  see  them^  in  1778, — or  rather  r^liff 
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to  see  them  !*]  on  the  subject  of  Bararia ;  their  camplimentSy 
the  explanations  they  had  with  regard  to  their  intentions ;  all 
carried  on  with  such  politeness ;  and  that  from  politeness  to 
politeness,  the  King  ended  by  invading  Bohemia.'* 

Well,  here  is  legible  record,  with  something  really  of  por- 
traiture in  it,  yalnable  so  far  as  it  goes ;  record  unique  on  this 
subject; — and  substantially  true,  though  inexact  enough  in 
details.  Thus,  even  in  regard  to  that  of  Anhalt's  kead,  which 
is  so  impossible  in  this  First  Dialogue,  Friedrich  did  most 
probably  say  something  of  the  kind,  in  a  Second  which  there 
is,  of  date  1780;  of  which  latter  De  Ligne  is  here  giving 
account  as  well,  —  though  we  have  to  postpone  it  till  its  time 
come. 

At  this  Neustadt  Interview  there  did  something  of  Political 
occur;  and  readers  ought  to  be  shown  exactly  what.  Kaunitz 
had  come  with  the  Kaiser ;  and  this  something  was  intended 
as  the  real  business  among  the  gayeties  and  galas  at  Neustadt 
Poland,  or  its  Farce-Tragedy  now  playing,  was  not  once  men- 
tioned that  I  hear  of;  though  perhaps,  as  2i,flebile  ludiMum,  it 
might  turn  up  for  moments  in  dinner-conversation  or  the  like : 
but  the  astonishing  Russian-Turk  War,  which  has  sprung  out 
of  Poland,  and  has  already  filled  Stamboul  and  its  Divans  and 
Muftis  with  mere  horror  and  amazement;  and,  in  fact,  has 
brought  the  Orand  Turk  to  the  giddy  rim  of  the  Abyss ;  noth- 
ing but  ruin  and  destruction  visible  to  him :  this,  beyond  all 
oilier  things  whatever,  is  occupying  these  high  heads  at 
present;  —  and  indeed  the  two  latest  bits  of  Russian-Turk 
news  have  been  of  such  a  blazing  character  as  to  occupy  all 
the  world  more  or  less.  Readers,  some  glances  into  the  Turk 
War,  I  grieve  to  say,  are  become  inevitable  to  us  I 

Bussian-Turk  War^  First  Two  Campaigni. 

^  October  6f A,  1768,  Turks  declare  War;  Russian  AmlMiSBadat 
thrown  into  the  Seven  Towers  as  a  preliminaiji  when  lid  Itl 
till  Peace  came  to  be  needed.    Mareh  28dj  176%  Ditpltr 
Banner  of  Mahomet,  all  in  paroxysm  of  Eanatif 
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the  boming  point:  'Under  pain  of  death,  No  Oiaour  of  yoa 
appear  on  the  streets,  nor  even  look  out  of  window,  this  day  I' 
Austrian  Ambassador's  Wife,  a  beautiful  gossamer  creature, 
venturing  to  transgress  on  that  pointy  was  torn  from  her  car- 
riage by  the  Populace,  and  with  difficulty  saved  from  destruc- 
tion :  Brother  of  the  Sun  and  Moon,  apologizing  afterwards 
down  to  the  very  shoe-tie,  is  forgiven." 

First  Campaign;  1769.  ^^ April  2Qthr-^XHhy  (Jalitzin  vamct 
Choczim ;  can't,  having  no  provender  or  powder.  Falls  back 
over  Dniester  again, — overhears  that  extraordinary  Dream, 
as  above  recited,  betokening  great  rumor  in  Russian  Society 
against  such  Purblind  Commanders-in-Chief.  Purblind  versus 
Blind  is  fine  play,  nevertheless ;  wait,  only  wait :  — 

^^JuLy  2d,  Gralitzin  slowly  gets  on  the  advance  again :  150,000 
Turks,  still  slower,  are  at  last  across  the  Donau  (sharp  enough 
French  Officers  among  them,  agents  of  Choiseul ;  but  a  mass 
incurably  chaotic) ;  —  furiously  intending  towards  Poland  and 
extermination  of  the  Giaour.  Do  not  reach  Dniester  River  till 
September,  and  look  across  on  Poland, — for  the  first  time,  and 
also  for  the  last,  in  this  War.  September  17th :  Weather  has 
been  rainy ;  Dniester,  were  Gralitzin  nothing,  is  very  difficult 
for  Turks ;  who  try  in  two  places,  but  cannot.^  In  a  third 
place  (name  not  given,  perhaps  has  no  name),  about  12,000  of 
them  are  across;  when  Dniester,  raging  into  flood,  carries 
away  their  one  Bridge,  and  leaves  the  12,000  isolated  there. 
Purblind  Gralitzin,  on  express  order,  does  attack  these  12,000 
(night  of  September  17th-18th): — •* Hurrah'  of  the  devour- 
ing Russians  about  midnight,  hoarse  shriek  of  the  doomed 
12,000,  wail  of  their  brethren  on  the  southern  shore,  who  can- 
not help :  —  night  of  horrors  '  from  midnight  till  2  a.m.  ; '  and 
the  12,000  massacred  or  captive,  every  man  of  them ;  Russian 
loss  600  killed  and  wounded.  Whereupon  the  Turk  Army 
bursts  into  unanimous  insanity ;  and  flows  home  in  deliquium 
of  ruin.  Choczim  is  got  on  the  terms  already  mentioned  (15 
sick  men  and  women  lying  in  it,  and  184  bronze  cannon,  when 
we  boat  across) ;  Turk  Army  can  by  no  effort  be  brought  to 
halt  anywhere ;  flows  across  the  Donau,  disappears  into  Chaos: 

^  Hennaim,  t.  611-61S. 
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—  and  the  whole  of  Moldavia  is  conquered  in  this  cheap  man* 
ner.  What  perhaps  is  still  better,  Galitzin  (28th  September) 
is  thrown  out;  BomanzoW|  hitherto  Commander  of  a  second 
smaller  Arm j,  kind  of  covering  wing  to  Galitzin,  is  Chief  for 
Second  Campaign. 

''  In  the  Humber,  this  Winter,  to  the  surprise  of  incredulous 
mankind,  a  Russian  Fleet  drops  anchor  for  a  few  days :  actual 
Bussian  Fleet  intending  for  the  Greek  waters,  for  Montenegro 
and  intermediate  errands,  to  conclude  with  'Liberation  of 
Greece  next  Spring,'  —  so  grandiose  is  this  Czarina."^ 

Second  Campaign  ;  1770.  "  This  is  the  flower  of  Anti-Turk 
Campaigns,  —  victorious,  to  a  blazing  pitch,  both  by  land  and 
sea.  Bomanzow,  master  of  Moldavia,  goes  upon  Wallachia, 
and  the  new  or  rehabilitated  Turk  Army ;  and  has  an  almost 
gratis  bargain  of  both.  Komanzow  has  some  good  Officers 
under  him  ('  Brigadier  Stoffeln,'  much  more  '  General  Tottle- 
ben,'  'Greneral  Bauer,'  once  Colonel  Bauer  of  the  Wesel  Free- 
Corps, —  many  of  the  Superior  Officers  seem  to  be  German, 
others  have  Swedish  or  Danish  names) ;  —  better  Officers ;  and 
knows  better  how  to  use  them  than  Galitzin  did.  August  Ist^ 
Bomanzow  has  a  Battle,  called  of  Kaghul,  in  Pruth  Country. 
That  is  his  one  'Battle'  this  Summer ;  and  brings  him  Ismail, 
Akkerman,  all  Wallachey,  and  no  Turks  left  in  those  parts. 
But  first  let  us  attend  to  sea-matters,  and  the  Liberation  of 
Greece,  which  precede  in  time  and  importance. 

^ '  Liberation  of  Greece : '  an  actual  Fleet,  steering  from 
Cronstadt  to  the  Dardanelles  to  liberate  Greece  !  The  sound 
of  it  kindles  all  the  warm  heads  in  Europe ;  especially  Vol- 
taire's, which,  though  covered  with  the  snow  of  age,  is  still 
warm  internally  on  such  points.  As  to  liberating  Greece,  Vol- 
taire's hopes  were  utterly  balked ;  but  the  Fleet  from  Cron- 
stadt did  amazing  service  otherwise  in  those  waters.  February 
2Sthj  1770,  first  squadron  of  the  Bussian  Fleet  anchors  at 
Passawa, — not  far  from  Calamata,  in  the  Gulf  of  Coron,  on 
the  antique  Peloponnesian  coast ;  Sparta  on  your  right  hand, 
Arcadia  on  your  left,  and  so  many  excellent  Ghosts  (T^i/um 
i^^x^  of  Heroes  looking  on :  — Bussian  squadron  has  four  big 

^  Hemuurn,  t.  617. 
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ships,  three  frigates,  more  soon  to  follow :  on  board  there  are 
arms  and  mimitious  of  war ;  but  unhappily  only  500  soldiers. 
Admiral*in-Chief  (not  yet  come  up)  is  Alexei  Orlo^  h  brother 
of  Lover  Gregory's,  an  extremely  worthless  seaman  and  man. 
Has  under  him  '  many  Danes,  a  good  few  English  too/  -*-  espe- 
oially  Three  English  Officers,  whom  we  shall  hear  oi^  When 
Alexei  and  they  come  up.  Meanwhile,  on  the  PelOponnesian 
coast  are  modem  Spartans,  to  the  number  of  15,000,  all  git* 
ting  ready,  expecting  the  Russian  adyent :  these  rose  duly ;  got 
Bussian  muskets,  cartridges, — only  two  Russian  Officers:  — 
and  attacked  the  Turks  with  considerable  fury  or  voracity, 
but  with  no  success  of  the  least  solidity.  Were  foiled  hete, 
driven  out  there ;  in  fine,  were  utterly  beaten,  Russians  and 
they:  lost  Tripolizza,  by  surprise;  whereupon  (April  19th) 
the  Russians  withdrew  to  their  Fleet }  and  the  Affair  of  Oreeoe 
was  at  an  end.^  It  had  lasted  (28th  February-19th  April) 
seven  weeks  and  a  day.  The  Russians  retired  to  their  Fleety 
with  little  loss ;  and  rode  at  their  ease  again,  in  Navarino  Bay. 
But  the  16,000  modern  Spartans  had  nothing  to  retire  to,  -^ 
these  had  to  retire  into  extinction,  expulsion  and  the  throat  of 
Moslem  vengeance,  which  was  frightfully  bloody  and  inexo- 
rable on  them. 

"  Greece  having  failed,  the  Russian  Fleet,  now  in  complete 
tale,  made  for  Turkey,  for  Constantinople  itself.  '  Into  the 
very  Dardanelles '  they  say  they  will  go ;  an  Englishman  among 
them -^  Captain  Elphinstone,  a  dashing  seaman,  if  perhaps 
rather  noisy,  whom  Eulhiere  is  not  blind  to— ^ has  been  heard 
to  declare^  at  least  in  his  cups :  '  Dardanelles  impossible  ? 
Pshaw,  I  will  do  it,  as  easily  as  drink  this  glass  of  wine ! ' 
Alexei  Orlof  is  a  Sham-' Admiral ;  but  under  him  are  real  Sea- 
Officers,  one  or  two. 

<'  In  the  Turkish  Fleet,  it  seems,  there  is  an  Ex^Algerine, 
Hassan  Bey,  of  some  capacity  in  sea*matters ;  but  he  is  not  in 
chief  command,  only  in  second ;  and  can  accompli^  nothing. 
The  Turkish  Fleet,  numerous  but  rotten,  retires  daily,—- 
through  the  famed  Cyclades,  and  Isles  of  Greece,  Faroe,  Naxos, 
apocalyptic  Patmos,  on  to  Scio  (old  Chios  of  the  win#i) ;  and 

^  Hsmuum,  t.  S81. 
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on  July  5th  takes  refage  behind  Scio,  between  Scio  and  the 
Coast  of  Bmyrnay  in  Tohesme  Bay.  '  Safe  here ! '  thinks  the 
ohief  Turk  Admiral  '  Veiy  far  from  safe ! '  remonstrates 
Hassan ;  though  to  no  purpose.  And  privately  puts  the  ques- 
tion to  himself, '  Have  these  Giaours  a  real  Admiral  among 
them,  or,  like  us,  only  a  sham  one  ? ' " 

Tchesme  Bay^  1th  Jidy,  1770.  ^^  Nothing  can  be  more  im- 
aginary than  Alezei  Orlof  as  an  Admiral :  but  he  has  a  Cap- 
tain Elphinstone,  a  Captain  Gregg,  a  Lieutenant  Dugdale ;  and 
these  determine  to  bum  poor  Hassan  and  his  whole  Fleet  in 
Tohesme  here :  *«-  and  do  it  totally,  night  of  July  7th  ;  with 
one  single  fireship ;  Dugdale  steering  it ;  Gregg  behind  him, 
to  support  with  broadsides ;  Elphinstone  ruling  and  oontriving, 
still  farther  to  rear ;  helpless  Turk  Fleet  able  to  make  no  de- 
bate whatever.  Such  a  blaze  of  conflagration  on  the  helpless 
Turks  as  shone  over  all  the  world  —  one  of  Kulhi^re's  finest 
fire-works,  with  little  shot ;  -^  the  light  of  which  was  still 
dazzling  mankind  while  the  Interview  at  Neustadt  took  place. 
Turk  Fleet,  fifteen  ships,  nine  frigates  and  above  8,000  men, 
gone  to  gases  and  to  black  cinders,  ^i-*  Hassan  hardly  escaping 
with  I  forget  how  many  score  of  wounds  and  bruises.^ 

^'Now  for  the  Dardanelles,'  said  Elphinstone:  'bombard 
Constantinople,  starve  it,-^to  death,  or  to  what  terms  you 
will  I '  *  Cannot  be  done ;  too  dangerous ;  impossible  ! '  an- 
swered the  sham  Admiral,  quite  in  a  tremor,  they  say;  — 
which  at  length  filled  the  measure  of  Elphinstone's  disgusts 
with  such  a  Fleet  and  Admiral.  Indignant  Elphinstone  with- 
drew to  his  own  ship,  ^  Adieu,  Sham-Admiral ! '  —  sailed  with 
his  own  ship,  through  the  impossible  Dardanelles  (Turk  bat- 
teries firing  one  huge  block  of  granite  at  him,  which  missed ; 
then  needing  about  forty  minutes  to  load  again)  ;  feat  as  easy 
to  Elphinstone  as  this  glass  of  wine.  In  sight  of  Constanti- 
nople, Elphinstone,  furthermore,  called  for  his  tea ;  took  his 
tea  on  deck,  imder  fiourishing  of  all  his  drums  and  all  his 
tnunpets :  tea  done,  sailed  out  again  scathless ;  instantly 
threw  up  his  command,  — *  and  at  Petersburg,  soon  after,  in 
taking  leave  of  the  Czarina,  signified  to  her,  in  language  per- 

1  Hermann,  t.  69S. 
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haps  too  plaiiii  or  perhaps  only  too  painfally  true,  some  Naval 
facts  which  were  not  .welcome  in  tiiat  high  quarter."^  This 
remarkable  Elphinstone  I  take  to  be  some  junior  or  irregular 
Balmerino  scion;  but  could  neyer  much  hear  of  him  except 
in  Ridhi^re^  where,  on  vague,  somewhat  theatrical  terms,  he 
figures  as  above. 

''  August  1st,  Bomanzow  has  a  '  Battle  of  Kaghul/  so  they 
call  it ;  though  it  is  a '  Slaughtery '  or  SMcLchterei,  rather  than 
a  '  Slaught '  or  Schlachty  say  my  German  friends.     Kaghul  is 
not  a  specific  place,  but  a  longish  river,  a  branch  of  the  Pruth; 
under  screen  of  which  the  Grand  Turk  Army,  100,000  strong, 
with  100,000  Tartars  as  second  line,  has  finally  taken  position, 
and  fortified  itself  with  earthworks  and  abundant  cannon. 
August  1st,  1770,  Bomanzow,  after  study  and  advising,  feels 
prepared  for  this  Grand  Army  and  its  earthworks :  with  a 
select  20,000,  under  select  captains,  Bomanzow,  after  night- 
fall, bursts  in  upon  it,  simultaneously  on  three  different  points ; 
and  gains,  gratis  or  nearly  so,  such  a  victory  as  was  never 
heard  of  before.    The  Tturks,  on  their  earthworks,  had  140 
cannons ;  these  the  Turk  gunners  fired  off  two  times,  and  fled, 
leaving  them  for  Bomanzow's  uses.    The  Turk  cavalry  then 
tried  if  they  could  not  make  some  attempt  at  charging ;  found 
they  could  not ;  whirled  back  upon  their  infantry ;  set  it  also 
whirling :  and  in  a  word,  the  whole  200,000  whirled,  without 
blow  struck ;  and  it  was  a  universal  panic  rout,  and  delirioas 
stampede  of  flight,  which  never  paused  (the  very  garrisons 
emptying  themselves,  and  joining  in  it)  till  it  got  across  the 
Donau  again,  and  drew  breath  there,  not  to  rally  or  stand,  but 
to  run  rather  slower.     And  had  left  Wallachia,  Bessarabia, 
Dniester  river,  Donau  river,  swept  clear  of  Turks ;  all  Boman- 
zow's henceforth.     To  such  astonishment  of  an  invincible 
Grand  Turk,  and  of  his  Moslem  Populations,  fallen  on  such  a 
set  of  Giaours  ["  AUah  Kerim,  And  cannot  we  abolish  them, 
then  ? ''    Not  we  them,  it  would  appear !],  —  as  every  reader 
can  imagine."    Which  shall  suffice  every  reader  here  in  regard 
to  the  Turk  War,  and  what  concern  he  has  in  the  extremely 
brutish  phenomenon. 

1  Bolhftra,  ill.  476-M9. 
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Tchesme  fell  out  July  7th ;  Elphinstone  has  hardly  done  his 
tea  in  the  Dardanelles^  when  (August  1st)  this  of  Kaghul  fol- 
lows :  both  would  be  fresh  news  blazing  in  every  head  while 
the  Dialogues  between  Friedrioh  and  Kaunitz  were  going  on. 
For  they  "  had  many  dialogues/'  Friedrioh  says ;  *<and  one  of 
the  days ''  (probably  September  6th)  was  mainly  devoted  to 
Politics,  to  deep  private  Colloquy  with  Kaunitz.  Of  whioh| 
and  of  the  great  things  that  followed  out  of  it,  I  will  now  give, 
from  Friedrich's  own  hand,  the  one  entirely  credible  account 
I  have  anywhere  met  with  in  writing. 

Friedrich's  account  of  Kaunitz  himself  is  altogether  life* 
like :  a  solemn,  arrogant,  mouthing,  browbeating  kind  of  man^ 
—  embarrassed  at  present  by  the  necessity  not  to  browbeati 
and  by  the  consciousness  that  ''  King  Friedrich  is  the  only 
man  who  refuses  to  acknowledge  my  claims  to  distinction :  *^ ' 
«~  a  Kaunitz  whose  arrogances,  qualities  and  claims  this  King 
is  not  here  to  notice,  except  as  they  concern  business  on  hand. 
He  says,  ''Kaunitz  had  a  clear  intellect,  greatly  twisted  bj 
perversities  of  temper  (un  sens  droit,  P esprit  rempli  de  travers)^ 
especially  by  a  self-conceit  and  arrogance  which  were  bound- 
less. He  did  not  talk,  but  preach.  At  the  smallest  interrup- 
tion, he  would  stop  short  in  indignant  surprise :  it  has  happened 
that^  at  the  Oouncil-Board  in  Schdnbrunn,  when  Imperial  Maj- 
esty herself  asked  some  explanation  of  a  word  or  thing  not 
understood  by  her,  Kaunitz  made  his  bow  (lui  tira  sa  rMrsnee), 
and  quitted  the  room."  Oood  to  know  the  nature  of  the  beast 
Listen  to  him,  then,  on  those  terms,  since  it  is  necessary.  The 
Kaunitz  Sermon  was  of  great  length,  imbedded  in  circumlo- 
cutions, innuendoes  and  diplomatic  cautions ;  but  the  gist  of  it 
we  gather  to  have  been  (abridged  into  dialogue  form)  essen- 
tially as  follows:  — 

Kaunitz.  ''Dangerous  to  the  repose  of  Euro[>e,  those  Russian 
encroachments  on  the  Turk.  Never  will  Imperial  Majesty 
consent  that  Russia  possess  Moldavia  or  Walla^;bia;  War 
sooner,  — all  things  sooner !  These  views  of  RuJisia  are  inA- 
nitely  dangerous  to  everybody.    To  your  Maj*f«ty  as  w<;lJ,  If  I 


296  AFTERNOON  AND  EVENING.  Bo«  XXi 

SdpTtfa  8^1770. 

may  say  so;  and  no  remedy  conceiyable  against  them,— to 
me  none  conoeiyable,  —  but  this  only ,  That  Prussia  and  Austria 
join  frankly  in  protest  and  absolute  prohibition  of  them." 

Friedrich.  "  I  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  stand  well 
with  Austria ;  and  always  to  be  her  ally,  never  her  enemy. 
But  your  Highness  sees  how  I  am  situated :  bound  by  express 
Treaty  with  Gzarish  Majesty;  must  go  with  Russia  in  any 
War  I  What  oan  I  do  ?  I  can,  and  will  with  all  industry, 
labor  to  ooneiliate  Czarish  Majesty  and  Imperial ;  to  produce 
at  Petersburg  such  a  Peace  with  the  Turks  as  may  meet  the 
wishes  of  Vienna.  Let  us  hope  it  can  be  done.  By  faithful 
endeavoring,  on  my  part  and  on  yours,  I  persuade  myself  it 
can.  Meanwhile,  steadfastly  together,  we  two  I  All  our  little 
rube,  custom-house  squabbles  on  the  Frontier,  and  such  like, 
why  not  settle  them  here,  and  now  ?  [and  does  so  with  his 
Highness.]  That  there  be  nothing  but  amity,  helpfulness  and 
mutual  effort  towards  an  object  so  momentous  to  us  both,  and 
to  all  mankind  I " 

Kaunitz*  "  Grood  so  far.  And  may  a  not  intolerable  Turk- 
Russian  Peace  prove  possible,  without  our  fighting  for  it  I 
Meanwhile,  Imperial  Majesty  [as  she  has  been  visibly  doing 
for  some  time]  must  continue  massing  troops  and  requisites  on 
the  Hungarian  Frontier,  lest  the  contrary  happen  I " 

This  was  the  result  arrived  at.  Of  which  Friedrich  '^judged 
it  but  polite  to  inform  the  young  Kaiser ;  who  appeared  to  be 
grateful  for  this  mark  of  attention,  being  much  held  down  by 
Kaunitz  in  his  present  state  of  tutelage.''  ^ 

And  by  a  singular  chance,  on  the  very  morrow  there  arrived 
from  the  Divan  (dated  August  12th)  an  Express  to  Friedrich : 
''  Mediate  a  Peace  for  us  with  Russia ;  not  you  alone,  as  we 
have  often  asked,  but  Austria  and  you  I "  For  the  Elaghul 
Slaughtery  has  come  on  us ;  Giaour  Elphinstone  has  taken  tea 
in  the  Dardanelles ;  and  we  know  not  to  what  hand  to  turn ! — 
''The  young  Kaiser  did  not  hide  his  joy  at  this  Overture,  as 
Elaunitz  did  his,  which  was  perhaps  still  greater :  "  the  Kaiser 
warmly  expressed  his  thanks  to  Friedrich  as  the  Author  of  it; 
Kaunitz,  with  a  lofty  indifference  (margrue),  and  nose  in  air 

^  (Euvnt  de  Frideric,  xxtL  Sa 
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over  a  small  matter,  "  merely  signified  his  approval  of  tliis  fttep 
which  the  Turks  had  taken.'' 

**  Never  was  mediation  undertaken  with  greater  pleasurei^ 
adds  the  King.  And  both  did  proceed  upon  it  with  all  seal ) 
bat  only  the  King  as  real  *'  mediator/'  or  middlmim  \  Kaunlta 
from  the  first  planting  himself  immovably  upon  the  Turk  side 
of  things,  which  is  likewise  the  Austrian ;  and  playing  in  secret 
(as  Friedrich  probably  expected  he  would)  the  strangest  triokl 
with  his  assumed  function. 

So  that  Priedrich  had  to  take  the  burden  of  mediating  alto* 
gether  on  himself ;  and  month  after  month,  year  after  year,  it 
is  evident  he  prosecutes  the  same  with  all  the  industry  and 
faculty  that  are  in  him,  —  in  intense  desire,  and  in  hope  often 
nearly  desperate,  to  keep  his  two  neighbors'  bouses,  and  bis 
own  and  the  whole  world  along  with  them,  from  taking  fire. 
Apart  from  their  conflicting  interests,  the  two  Empresses 
have  privately  a  rooted  aversion  to  one  another.  What  with 
Russian  exorbitancy  (a  Czarina  naturally  uplifted  with  her 
Teheemes  and  Kaghuls) ;  what  with  Austrian  cujiidity,  pride, 
mnUshness,  and  private  trickery  of  Kaunitz ;  the  adroit  and 
beartUy  xealous  Friedrich  never  had  such  a  bit  of  diplomacy 
to  da  For  many  months  hence,  in  spite  of  his  ioteiisest 
efforts  and  conningest  appliances,  no  way  of  egress  visible : 
""The  imbroglio  mmU  catch  fire !  '^  At  last  a  way  opens,  ^Ha, 
at  laat  a  wa^!"  — -then,  for  above  a  twelvemontli  k;oger,  §mh 
a  gmding  of  the  porUind  quadrupeds  aod  fAmimsiUc  AuMinim 
males  into  aaid  way :  and  for  years  more  t^wih  an  urifluf^  of 
tfaeno,  in  }ng^dnver  ^tthion,  sJong  the  same,  tiJl  J^eaee  did 

Aad  hexe,  wxthoixt  knowing  it,  we  har^  inseubiUy  g<^  to  tUs 
topsDoat  Eomndt  of  our  PoJiftb  Bmdness ;  o£&«^  ttuiail  step  luf/ce, 
asd  we  dxaU  be  an  the  brow  of  the  pr^^cipitous  indiiiibd-ptlaj;^, 
down  wMoh  Poland  and  its  business  go  cac4>ering  tiiein<M^fordii^ 
dowB,  dowxL  —  and  will  need  but  lew  wordi>  HK^re  Ixom  us. 
Afltod  dmsowvj  of  ^  a  war  out  '^  stands  for  next  ISectkuj. 


homcrm.  we  will  notice,  tub  pr^rfatofj.  a  curious  ooeuc' 
nmoe  in  tiie  Country  of  Zips,  oouUguous  to  ti^  Hutigar 
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Frontier.  Zips,  a  p^^etty  enough  District^  of  no  great  extent^ 
had  from  time  immemorial  belonged  to  Hungary ;  tiU^  aboTe 
dOO  years  ago,  it  was  — by  Sig^ismund  swptr  Grammaticam,  a 
man  always  in  want  of  money  (whom  we  last  saw,  in  flaming 
color,  inyesting  Friedrich's  Ancestor  with  Brandenburg  instead 
of  payment  for  a  debt  of  money)  —  pledged  to  the  Crown  of 
Poland  for  a  round  sum  to  help  in  Sigismund's  pressing  occa- 
sions. Bedemption  by  payment  never  followed;  attempt  at 
redemption  there  had  never  been,  by  Sigismund  or  any  of  his 
successors.  Nay,  one  successor,  in  a  Treaty  still  extant,^  ex- 
pressly gave  up  the  right  of  redeeming :  Pledge  forfeited ;  a 
Zips  belonging  to  Polish  Crown  and  Bepublic  by  every  law. 

Well;  Imperial  Majesty,  as  we  have  transiently  seen,  is 
assembling  troops  on  the  Hungarian  Frontier,  for  a  special 
purpose.  Poor  Poland  is,  by  this  time  (1770),  as  we  also  saw, 
sunk  in  Pestilence,  —  pigs  and  dogs  devouring  the  dead  bodies ; 
not  a  loaf  to  be  had  for  a  hundred  ducats,  and  the  rage  of  Pes- 
tilence itself  a  mild  thing  to  that  of  Hunger,  not  to  mention 
other  rages.  So  that  both  Austria  and  Prussia^  in  order  to 
keep  out  Pestilence  at  least,  if  they  cannot  the  other  rages, 
have  had  to  draw  oardonsy  or  lines  of  troops  along  the  Fron- 
tiers. "The  Prussian  cordon,"  I  am  informed,  "goes  from 
Crossen,  by  Frankfurt  northward,  to  the  Weichsel  River  and 
border  of  Warsaw  Country ; "  and  "  is  under  the  command  of 
General  Belling,"  our  famous  Anti-Swede  Hussar  of  former 
years.  The  Austrian  cordon  looks  over  upon  Zips  and  other 
Starosties,  on  the  Hungarian  Border;  where,  independently 
of  Pestilence,  an  alarmed  and  indignant  Empress-Queen  has 
been  and  is  assembling  masses  of  troops,  with  what  object  we 
know.  Looking  over  into  Zips  in  these  circumstances,  indig- 
nant Kaunitz  and  Imperial  Majesty,  especially  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  a  youth  always  passionate  for  territory,  say  to  them- 
selves, "  Zips  was  ours,  and  in  a  sense  is ! "  —  and  (precise  date 
refused  us,  but  after  Neustadt,  and  before  Winter  has  quite 
come)  push  troops  across  into  Zips  Starosty ;  seize  the  whole 
Thirteen  Townships  of  Zips,  and  not  only  these,  but  by  degrees 
tract  after  tract  of  the  adjacencies :  "  Must  have  a  Frontier 

1  Ftwss,  It.  32  (date  1589;  pawning  had  been  UU). 
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to  our  mind  in  those  parts;  indefensible  otherwise!"  And 
quietly  set  up  boundary-pillars,  with  the  Austrian  double-eagle 
stamped  on  tiiem,  and  intimation  to  Zips  and  neighborhood. 
That  it  is  now  become  Austrian,  and  shall  have  no  part  farther 
m  these  Polish  Confederatings,  Pestilences*  rages  of  men,  and 
pigs  devouring  dead  bodies,  but  shall  live  quiet  under  the 
double-eagle  as  others  do.  Which  to  Zips,  for  the  moment, 
might  be  a  blessed  change,  welcome  or  otherwise ;  but  which 
awoke  considerable  amazement  in  the  outer  world,  —  very  con- 
siderable in  King  Stanislaus  (to  whom,  on  applying^  Kaunitz 
would  give  no  explanation  the  least  articulate)  ;  —  and  awoke, 
in  the  Russian  Court  especially,  a  rather  intense  surprise  and 
provocation. 

Prince  Eenri  has  been  to  Sweden  ;  X9  eeen  at  Petersburg  in 
Mtuquerade  (on  or  about  New-year's  Day,  1771) ;  and 
does  get  Home^  with  Bemdts  that  are  important. 

Prince  Henri,  as  we  noticed,  was  not  of  this  Second  Eing- 
and-£Laiser  Interview ;  Henri  had  gone  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion,— to  Sweden,  on  a  visit  to  his  Sister  Ulrique, — off  for 
West  and  North,  just  in  the  same  days  while  the  King  was 
leaving  Potsdam  for  Silesia  and  his  other  errand  in  the  South- 
east parts.  Henri  got  to  Drottingholm,  his  Sister's  country 
Palace  near  Stockholm,  by  the  ''end  of  August;"  and  was 
there  with  Queen  ITlrique  and  Husband  during  these  Neu- 
stadt  manoeuvres.  A  changed  Queen  Ulrique,  since  he  last 
saw  her  ''beautiful  as  Love,"  whirling  off  in  the  dead  of 
night  for  those  remote  Countries  and  destinies.^  She  is  now 
fifty,  or  on  the  edge  of  it,  her  old  man  sixty,  —  old  man  dies 
'within  few  months.  They  have  had  many  chagrins,  espe- 
cially she,  as  the  prouder,  has  had,  from  their  contumacious 
People,  —  contumacious  Senators  at  least  (strong  always  both 
in  pocket-money  French  or  Bussian,  and  in  tendency  to  inso- 
lence and  folly),  —  who  once,  I  remember,  demanded  sight 
and  count  of  the  Crown-Jewels  from  Queen  Ulrique :  "  There, 
voiUt^  there  are  they!"  said  the  proud  Queen;  "view  them, 

1  Snpri^  TilL  809. 
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oount  themi  r— lock  them  up :  never  more  will  I  wear  one  of 
them ! "  But  she  has  pretty  Sons  grown  to  manhood,  one 
pretty  Daughter,  a  patient  good  old  Husband ;  and  Time,  in 
Sweden  too,  brings  its  roses;  and  life  is  life,  in  spite  of' 
contumacious  bribed  Senators  and  doggeries  that  do  rather 
abound.  Henri  stayed  with  her  six  or  seven  weeks ;  leavsB 
Sweden,  middle  of  October,  1770,  —  not  by  the  straight  oourae 
homewards :  *'  No,  verily,  and  well  knew  why  I "  shrieks  the 
indignant  Polish  world  on  us  ever  since. 

It  is  not  true  that  Friedrich  had  schemed  to  send  Henri 
round  by  Petersburg.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  the  CzarinS) 
on  ground  of  old  acquaintanceship,  who  invited  him,  and  asked 
his  Brother's  leave  to  do  it.  And  if  Poland  got  its  fate  from 
the  circumstance,  it  was  by  accident,  and  by  the  fact  that 
Poland's  fate  was  drop-ripe,  ready  to  fall  by  a  touch. — Before 
going  farther,  here  is  ocular  view  of  the  shrill-minded,  serious 
and  ingenious  Henri,  little  conscious  of  being  so  fateful  a 
man:  — 

Prince  Henri  in  white  Domino.  '^  Prince  Henri  of  Prussia," 
says  Richardson,  the  useful  Eye-witness  cited  already,  '^is  one 
of  the  most  celebrated  (Generals  of  the  present  age.  So  great 
are  his  military  talents,  that  his  Brother,  who  is  not  apt  to 
pay  compliments,  says  of  him, — That,  in  commanding  an 
army,  he  was  never  known  to  commit  a  fault.  This,  however, 
is  but  a  negative  kind  of  praise.  He  [the  King]  reserves  to 
himself  the  glory  of  superior  genius,  which,  though  capable 
of  brilliant  achievements,  is  yet  liable  to  unwary  mistakes: 
and  allows  him  no  other  than  the  praise  of  correctness. 

"To  judge  of  Prince  Henri  by  his  appearance,  I  should 
form  no  high  estimate  of  his  abilities.  But  the  Scythian 
Ambassadors  judged  in  the  same  manner  of  Alexander  the 
Great.  He  is  under  the  middle  size;  very  thin;  he  walks 
firmly  enough,  or  rather  struts,  as  if  he  wanted  to  walk  firmly; 
and  has  little  dignity  in  his  air  or  gesture.  He  is  dark- 
complexioned ;  and  he  wears  his  hair,  which  is  remarkably 
thick,  clubbed,  and  dressed  with  a  high  toupee.  His  fore^ 
head  is  high ;  his  eyes  large  and  blue,  with  a  little  squint ;  and 
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when  he  smileSi  his  upper  lip  is  drawn  up  a  little  in  the 
middle.  His  look  expresses  sagacdtj  and  obserration,  but 
nothing  very  amiable;  and  his  manner  is  grave  and  stifiP 
rather  than  a£Eable.  He  was  dressed,  when  I  first  saw  him, 
in  a  light-blue  frock  with  silver  frogs }  and  wore  a  red  waist- 
ooat  and  blue  breeches.  He  is  not  very  popular  among  the 
Bussians ;  and  accordingly  their  wits  are  disposed  to  amuse 
themselves  with  his  appearance,  and  particularly  with  his 
toupee.  They  say  he  resembles  Samson ;  that  all  his  strength 
lies  in  his  hair }  and  that^  conscious  of  this,  and  recollecting 
the  fate  of  the  son  of  Manoah,  he  suffers  not  the  nigh 
approaches  of  any  deceitful  Delilah.  They  say  he  is  like  the 
Comet,  which,  about  fifteen  months  ago,  api)eared  so  formida- 
Ua  in  the  Bussian  hemisphere ;  and  whicl^  exhibiting  a  small 
watery  body,  but  a  most  enormous  train,  dismayed  tli^  lYorth* 
em  and  Eastern  Potentates  with  '  feaar  of  idiange.'       ^ 

**  I  saw  him  a  few  nights  ago  [on  or  about  New-year's  Jh,y, 
1771 ;  come  back  to  us,  from  his  Tour  to  Moscow,  three  weeks 
before ;  and  nothing  but  galas  ever  since]  at  a  Masquerade  in 
the  Palace,  said  to  be  the  most  magnificent  thing  of  the  kind 
ever  seen  at  the  Russian  Court.  Fourteen  large  rooms  and 
galleries  were  opened  for  the  accommodation  of  the  masks; 
and  I  was  informed  that  there  were  present  several  thou- 
sand people.  A  great  part  of  the  company  wore  dominos,  or 
cspochin  dresses ;  though,  besides  these,  some  fanciful  appear- 
ances afforded  a  good  deal  of  amusement.  A  very  tall  Cos- 
sack appeared  completely  arrayed  in  the  'hauberk's  twisted 
mail'  He  was  indeed  very  grim  and  martial  Persons  in 
emblematical  dresses,  representing  Apollo  and  the  Seasons, 
addressed  the  Empress  in  speeches  suited  to  their  characters. 
The  Empress  herself,  at  the  time  I  saw  her  Majesty,  wore  a 
Oieeian  habit ;  though  I  was  afterwards  told  that  she  varied 
her  dress  two  or  three  times  during  the  masquerade.  Prince 
Henri  of  Prussia  wore  a  white  domino.  Several  persons 
appeared  in  the  dresses  of  different  nations,  — Chinese,  Turks, 
Persians  and  Armenians.  The  most  humorous  and  fantastical 
figure  was  a  Frenchman,  who,  with  wonderful  nimbleness  and 
dexterity,  represented  an  overgrown  but  very  beantif  ul  Parrot 
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He  chattered  with  a  great  deal  of  spirit ;  and  his  sbonlders, 
coYered  with  green  f eathers,  performed  admirably  the  part  of 
wings.  He  drew  the  attention  of  the  Empress ;  a  ring  was 
formed;  he  was  quite  happj;  fluttered  his  plumage;  made 
fine  speeches  in  KusS;  French  and  tolerable  English;  the 
ladies  were  exceedingly  diverted;  everybody  laughed  except 
Prince  Henri,  who  stood  beside  the  Empress,  and  was  so  grave 
and  so  solemn,  that  he  would  have  performed  his  part  most 
admirably  in  the  shape  of  an  owl.  The  Parrot  observed  him ; 
was  determined  to  have  revenge ;  and  having  said  as  many 
good  things  as  he  could  to  her  Majesty,  he  was  hopping  away ; 
but  just  as  he  was  going  out  of  the  circle,  seeming  to  recollect 
himself,  he  stopped,  looked  over  his  shoulder  at  the  formal 
Prince,  and  quite  in  the  parrot  tone  and  French  accent,  he 
addressed  him  most  emphatically  with  ^  Henri!  Henri  I  Henri  I  ^ 
and  then,  diving  into  the  crowd,  disappeared.  His  Boyal 
Highness  was  disconcerted ;  he  was  forced  to  smile  in  his  own 
defence,  and  the  company  were  not  a  little  amused. 

^'  At  midnight,  a  spacious  hall,  of  a  circular  form,  capable  of 
containing  a  vast  number  of  people,  and  illuminated  in  the 
most  magnificent  manner,  was  suddenly  opened.  Twelve  tables 
were  placed  in  alcoves  around  the  sides  of  the  room,  where  the 
Empress,  Prince  Henri,  and  a  himdred  and  fifty  of  the  chief 
nobility  and  foreign  ministers  sat  down  to  supper.  The  rest 
of  the  company  went  up,  by  stairs  on  the  outside  of  the  room, 
into  the  lofty  galleries  placed  all  around  on  the  inside.  Such 
a  row  of  masked  visages,  many  of  them  with  grotesque  features 
and  bushy  beards,  nodding  from  the  side  of  the  wall,  appeared 
very  ludicrous  to  those  below.  The  entertainment  was  en- 
livened with  a  concert  of  music;  and  at  different  intervals 
persons  in  various  habits  entered  the  hall,  and  exhibited 
Cossack,  Chinese,  Polish,  Swedish  and  Tartar  dances.  The 
whole  was  so  gorgeous,  and  at  the  same  time  so  fantastic, 
that  I  could  not  help  thinking  myself  present  at  some  of 
the  magnificent  festivals  described  in  the  old-fashioned  ro- 
mances:— 

'  The  manhal'd  feai t 
Served  np  in  hall  with  sewen  and  MOMchali.' 
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Books,  to  be  the  punetum  aeUiena,  or  first  mention,  of  the 
Mtonishing  Partition,  which  was  settled,  agreed  upon,  wlthfai 
about  a  year  henoe,  and  has  made  so  mnoh  noise  emer  since. 
And  in  effect  it  was  so ;  the  idea  rising  practically  in  that  high 
head  was  the  real  beginning.  But  this  was  not  the  first  head 
it  had  been  in ;  far  from  that.  Abore  a  year  ago,  as  Friedrich 
himself  informed  ns,  it  had  been  in  Friedrich's  own  head,  -^ 
though  at  the  time  it  went  for  absolutely  nothing,  nobody 
eyen  bestowing  a  sneer  on  it  (as  Friedrich  intimates),  and  dis- 
appeared through  the  Horn-Gate  of  Dreams. 

Friedrich  himself  appears  to  have  quite  forgotten  the  Count- 
Lynar  idea ;  and,  on  Henri's  report  from  Russia,  was  totally 
incredulous ;  and  even  suspected  that  there  might  be  trickery 
and  danger  in  this  Russian  proposal.  Not  till  Henri's  return 
(Felfruaiy  ISth,  1771)  could  he  entirely  believe  that  the  Czarina 
was  serious ;  —  and  then,  sure  enough,  he  did,  with  his  whole 
heart,  go  into  it :  the  Eureka  out  of  all  these  difSculties,  which 
had  so  long  seemed  insuperable.  Prince  Henri  ''had  an  Inter- 
view with  the  Austrian  Minister  next  day  "  (Februaiy  19th), 
who  immediately  communicated  with  his  Kaunitz,  — ^  and  got 
discouraging  response  from  Kaunitz ;  discouraging,  or  almost 
negatory;  which  did  not  discourage  Friedrich.  "A  way  out," 
thinks  Friedrich :  "  the  one  way  to  save  my  Prussia  and  the 
world  from  incalculable  conflagration."  And  entered  on  it 
without  loss  of  a  moment.  And  labored  at  it  with  such  con- 
tinual industry,  rapidity  and  faculty  for  guiding  and  pushing, 
as  all  readers  have  known  in  him,  on  dangerous  emergencies; 
at  no  moment  lifting  his  hand  from  it  till  it  was  complete. 

His  difficulties  were  enormous  :  what  a  team  to  drive ;  and 
on  such  a  road,  untrodden  before  by  hoof  or  wheel  I  Two 
Empresses  that  cordially  hate  one  another,  and  that  disagree 
on  this  very  subject.  Kaunitz  and  his  Empress  are  extremely 
skittish  in  the  matter,  and  as  if  quite  refuse  it  at  first :  "  Zips 
will  be  better,"  thinks  Kaunitz  to  himself ;  **  Cannot  we  have, 
all  to  ourselves,  a  beautiful  little  cutting  out  of  Poland  in  that 
part;  and  then  perhaps,  in  league  with  the  Turk,  who  has 
money,  beat  the  Russians  home  altogether,  and  rule  Poland  in 
their  stead,  or  'share  it  with  the  Sultan,'  as  Reis-£ffendi  sag- 
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geets  ?  '^  And  the  dismal  truth  is,  though  it  was  not  known  for 
years  afterward,  ELaunitz  does  about  this  timei  in  profoundest 
secret,  actually  make  Treaty  of  Alliance  with  the  Turk  (''so 
many  million  Piastres  to  us,  ready  money,  year  by  year,  and 
you  shall,  if  not  by  our  mediating,  then  by  our  fighting,  be  a 
contented  Turk  ") ;  and  all  along  at  the  different  Eussian-Turk 
^  Peace-Congresses,''  Kaunitz,  while  pretending  to  sit  and 
mediate  along  with  Prussia,  sat  on  that  far  other  basis,  pri- 
vately thwarting  everything;  and  span  out  the  Turk  pacifica- 
tion in  a  wretched  manner  for  years  coming.^  A  dangerouS| 
hard-mouthed,  high-stalking,  ill-given  old  coach-horse  of  a 
Kaunitz :  fancy  what  the  driving  of  him  might  be,  on  a  road 
he  did  not  like !  But  he  had  a  driver  too,  who,  in  delicate 
adroitness,  in  patience  and  in  sharpness  of  whip,  was  consum- 
mate :  ''  You  shall  know  it  is  your  one  road,  my  ill-given 
friend!^  (I  ostentatiously  increase  my  Cavalry  by  8,000; 
meaning,  ''A  new  Seven- Years  War,  if  you  force  me,  and 
Bussia  by  my  side  this  time ! '')  So  that  Kaunitz  had  to  quit 
his  Turk  courses  (never  paid  the  Piastres  back),  and  go  into 
what  really  was  the  one  way  out. 

But  Friedrich's  dif&culties  on  this  course  are  not  the  thing 
that  can  interest  readers ;  and  all  readers  know  his  faculty  for 
overcoming  difficulties.  Beaders  ask  rather :  "  And  had  Fried- 
rich  no  feeling  about  Poland  itself,  then,  and  this  atrociona 
Partitioning  of  the  poor  Country  ?  "  Apparently  none  what- 
ever;—  unless  it  might  be,  that  Deliverance  from  Anarchy, 
Pestilence,  Famine,  and  Pigs  eating  your  dead  bodies,  would 
be  a  manifest  advantage  for  Poland,  while  it  was  the  one  way 
of  saving  Europe  from  War.  Nobody  seems  more  contented 
in  conscience,  or  radiant  with  heartfelt  satisfaction,  and  cer- 
tainty of  thanks  from  all  wise  and  impartial  men,  than  tha 
King  of  Prussia,  now  and  afterwards,  in  regard  to  this  Polish 
afcrocity !  A  psychological  fact,  which  readers  can  notio6L 
Scrupulous  regard  to  Polish  considerations,  magnanimity  to 
Poland,  or  the  least  respect  or  pity  for  her  as  a  dying  Anarehy, 

»  "Ptece  of  KAinaniflchi,"  not  till  "  21at  Jnlr,  1774."  — after  fcnr  or 
Aurtifg  flttemptH,  two  of  them  "  CongrcaBea,"  Kaonito  io  indoilriMi  ( 
▼.  M4  ft  ante*). 
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is  what  nobody  will  claim  for  him ;  oonsnmmate  talent  in  exe- 
cuting the  Partition  of  Poland  (inevitable  some  daj,  as  he  may 
have  thought,  but  is  nowhere  at  the  pains  to  say), — great 
talent,  great  patience  too,  and  meritorious  self-denial  and  en- 
durance, in  executing  that  Partition,  and  in  saving  it  from 
catching  fire  instead  of  being  the  means  to  quench  fire,  no 
well-informed  person  will  deny  him.  Of  his  difficulties  in  the 
operation  (which  truly  are  unspeakable)  I  will  say  nothing 
more ;  readers  are  prepared  to  believe  that  he,  beyond  others^ 
should  conquer  difficulties  when  the  object  is  vital  to  hinL  1 
will  mark  only  the  successive  dates  of  his  progress,  and  hava 
done  with  this  wearisome  subject :  — 

June  14^A,  1771.  Within  four  months  of  the  arrival  of  Prince 
Henri  and  that  first  certainty  from  Bussia,  diligent  Friedrich, 
upon  whom  the  whole  burden  had  been  laid  of  drawing  up  a 
Plan,  and  bringing  Austria  to  consent,  is  able  to  report  to 
Petersburg,  That  Austria  has  dubieties,  reluctances,  which  it 
is  to  be  foreseen  she  will  gradually  get  over ;  and  that  here 
meanwhile  (June  14th,  1771)  is  my  Plan  of  Partition,  —  the 
simplest  conceivable:  '^That  each  choose  (subject  to  future 
adjustments)  what  will  best  suit  him ;  I,  for  my  own  part,  will 
say,  West-Preussen ;  —  what  Province  will  Czarish  Majesty 
please  to  say  ?  "  Czarish  Majesty,  in  answer,  is  exorbitantly 
liberal  to  herself;  claims,  not  a  Province,  but 'four  or  five; 
will  have  Friedrich,  if  the  Austrians  attack  her  in  consequence, 
to  assist  by  declaring  War  on  Austria ;  Czarish  Majesty,  in  the 
reciprocal  case,  not  to  assist  Friedrich  at  all,  till  her  Turk  War 
is  done!  "Impossible,"  thinks  Friedrich;  "surprisingly  so, 
high  Madam!  But,  to  the  delicate  bridle-hand,  you  are  a 
manageable  entity." 

It  was  with  Kaunitz  that  Friedrich's  real  difficulties  lay. 
Privately,  in  the  course  of  this  Summer,  Kaunitz,  by  way  of 
preparation  for  "  mediating  a  Turk-Russian  Peace,"  had  con- 
cluded his  "Subsidy  Treaty"  with  the  Turk,^  —  Treaty  never 
ratified,  but  the  Piastres  duly  paid; — Treaty  rendering  Peace 
impossible,  so  long  as  Kaunitz  had  to  do  with  mediating  it 

1  "  6th  Jolj,  1771 "  (Preofls,  iv.  31 ;  Hemuum;  &c  4c). 
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And  indeed  EAimitz'8  tricks  in  that  fonotion  of  mediMior^  and 
also  after  it,  were  of  the  kind  which  Friedrich  han  nome  reamm 
to  call  ^  infamous.'^  **  Your  Majesty,  as  co-mediator,  will  join 
Dfly  ahould  the  Russians  make  War  ?  "  said  Kaunitc's  Ambaa- 
udoT,  one  day,  to  Friedrich.  «  For  certain,  no  I "  answi^rv^ 
Friedrich;  and,  on  the  contrary,  remountcnl  his  Cavalry,  to 
ngnify,  « I  will  fight  the  other  way,  if  needed  I "  which  MA 
at  once  bring  Kaunitz  to  give  up  his  mysterious  Turk  |m)jf»<^tii, 
ind  come  into  the  Polish.  After  which,  his  exorhitAni  gr«9«»fl 
af  territory  there ;  his  attempts  to  get  Russia  into  a  {Hiriition- 
Ing  of  Turkey  as  well,  —  ("  A  slice  of  Turkey  too,  your  (^saiish 
ICajesty  and  we  ?  "  hints  he  more  than  once),  —  gave  Fri<9r|rlch 
M>  end  of  trouble;  and  are  singular  to  look  at  by  Urn  light 
here  now  is.  Not  for  about  a  twelvemonth  did  Frl«>rlrlch  gi^l 
lis  hard-mouthed  Kaunitz  brought  into  step  at  all  |  and  to  the 
aat,  perpetual  vigilance  and,  by  whip  and  bit»  thD  arlroltesl 
Jiarioteering  was  needed  on  him. 

February  17 th,  1772,  Russia  and  Prussia,  for  ihi9lr  nwn 
lazt, — Friedrich,  in  the  circumstances,  submitting  Ui  munf 
hings  from  his  Czarina,  —  get  their  jn&rtictilar  "  (*^purt*uiUm  ^ 
Bargain  in  regard  to  Poland;  cf>mpl<H^d  in  all  \m,fi\  "  will 
possession 4th  June  instant-/'  sign  said  (iimrfMioii  (F^^p- 
17th) ; — and  invite  AuMria  Uf  ynu^  ai*/I  nU^  h^t  »»\ti\inn, 
much,  in  three  weeks  after,  Marrk  4th^  Atisiri«  d//»«;  —  i»a. 
stntant  abundantly;  arid  luH  Up  )if,  g^/t  ir<>rry  m*y^i  t*¥)n/^H^ 
hong^  we  try,  for  a  seri^  ^A  m/yntlis.    Till  at  1«M :  — 

AmgmstSeky  1772,  FjziaJ  Aicr^s^ft^ii  iMwe^irfi  il*^  Tttf*^  Par- 
itaooing  Powcts:  "Tli^fWr  w«:  '/»ir  f*r*j^^A;ir«!  »)««^«*«v  ^*  *^^^ 
an  on  Xh^  1s(  of  /i^/Orm//^  lU^^fA .  ^  —  ^$*f\  w^-*«*w») 
for  YtjAt^'i'Jx  KSjMi^:  'Ji^,  '/^d  Um  )^'h  '/f  UfJn^ 
ft.  A  lii^A  j(^  fr,*!/irff}f^  ^  ^-r^^/V/'/y.  f/>*vj 
reoeiDT.  2&rr  bzAsr^  L'sm'    OVs/J  Vy  rv^^*  <•'/?-*  ^rft  rv*>, 
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has  been  much  less  DOticed,  that,  under  any  other  hand,  t^ 
would  have  led  Europe  to  War ;  —  and  that  to  Friedrich  is 
due  the  fact  that  it  got  effected  without  such  accompaniment 
Friedrich's  share  of  Territory  is  counted  to  be  in  all  9,465 
English  square  miles;  Austria's,  62,500;  Russia's,  87,500,^ 
between  nine  and  ten  times  the  amount  of  Friedrich's, — 
which  latter,  however,  as  an  anciently  Teutonic  Country,  and 
as  filling  up  the  always  dangerous  gap  between  his  Ost- 
Preussen  and  him,  has,  under  Prussian  administration,  proved 
much  the  most  valuable  of  the  Three ;  and,  next  to  Sileaia,  is 
Friedrich's  most  important  acquisition.  September  l^h,  1772, 
it  was  at  last  entered  upon, — through  such  waste-weltering 
confusions,  and  on  terms  never  yet  unquestionable. 

Consent  of  Polish  Diet  was  not  had  for  a  year  more ;  but 
that  is  worth  little  record.  Diet,  for  that  object,  got  together 
19th  AprUj  1773 ;  recalcitrant  enough,  had  not  Bussia  under- 
stood the  methods :  '^  a  common  fund  was  raised  [on  «e  wtuoj 
says  Friedrich]  for  bribing ; "  the  Three  Powers  had  each 
a  representative  Q^neral  in  Warsaw  (Lentulus  the  Prussian 
personage),  all  three  with  forces  to  rear :  Diet  came  down  by 
degrees,  and,  in  the  course  of  five  months  {September  18M, 
1773),  acquiesced  in  everything. 

And  so  the  matter  is  ended;  and  various  men  will  long 
have  various  opinions  upon  it.  I  add  only  this  one  small 
Document  from  Maria  Theresa's  hand,  which  all  hearts,  and 
I  suppose  even  Friedrich's  had  he  ever  read  it,  will  pro- 
nounce to  be  very  beautiful;  homely,  faithful,  wholesome, 
well-becoming  in  a  high  and  true  Sovereign  Woman. 

The  Empi'ess-Queen  to  Prince  Kaunitz  (Undated:  date  must 

be  Vienna,  February,  1772). 

"  When  all  my  lands  were  invaded,  and  I  knew  not  where 
in  the  world  I  should  find  a  place  to  be  brought  to  bed  in,  I 
relied  on  my  good  right  and  the  help  of  God.  But  in  this 
thing,  where  not  only  public  law  cries  to  Heaven  against  us, 
but  also  all  natural  justice  and  sound  reason,  I  must  confess 

1  Prenn,  ir.  45. 
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never  in  my  life  to  have  been  in  such  trouble,  and  am  ashamed 
to  show  my  face.  Let  the  Prince  [Kaonitz]  consider  what 
an  example  we  are  giving  to  all  the  world,  if,  for  a  miserable 
piece  "of  Poland,  or  of  Moldavia  or  Wallachia,  we  throw  our 
honor  and  reputation  to  the  winds.  I  see  well  that  I  am 
alone,  and  no  more  in  vigor ;  therefore  I  must^  though  to  my 
very  great  sorrow,  let  things  take  their  course." ' 

And,  some  days  afterwards,  here  is  her  Majesty's  Official 
Assent :  *'  Flaeety  since  so  many  great  and  learned  men  will 
have  it  so :  but  long  after  I  am  dead,  it  will  be  known  what 
this  violating  of  all  that  was  hitherto  held  saored  and  just 
will  give  rise  to."  *    (Hear  her  Majesty  I) 


Friedrioh  has  none  of  these  compunctious  visitings ;  but 
account  too,  when  he  does  happen  to  speak  on  the  subject,  is 
worth  hearing,  and  credible  every  word.  Writing  to  Yoltairei 
a  good  while  after  (Patsdamy  9th  October^  1773),  this,  in  the 
8wift*flowing,  miscellaneous  Letter,  is  one  passage:  .  •  .  ^To 
return  to  your  King  of  Poland.  I  am  aware  that  Europe 
pretty  generally  believes  the  late  Partition  made  {qvfon  afcwt) 
at  Poland  to  be  a  result  of  the  Political  trickeries  (maniffanees) 
which  are  attributed  to  me;  nevertheless,  nothing  is  more 
untrue.  After  in  vain  proposing  different  arrangements  and 
expedients,  there  was  no  alternative  left  but  either  that  same 
Partition,  or  else  Europe  kindled  into  a  general  War.  Ap- 
pearances are  deceitful ;  and  the  Public  judges  only  by  these. 
What  I  tell  you  is  as  true  as  the  Forty-seventh  of  Euclid."  * 

^  "AU  alU  meine  ISnder  angefochten  wwrden  vnd  gar  nit  mehr  wnude  too 
rMg  ntederkommen  soUte,  tteiffete  teh  mtek  auf  mein  gtOeM  Beckt  tmd  dtm 
Bmfttamd  Goite9,  Aber  in  dieser  Sack,  wo  nit  alUim  das  offMan  Redd  km^ 
wtdsekrejfent  wider  Une,  eondem  otfcA  alle  BilUghed  und  die  geemnde  Venamft 
wider  Une  iet,  muess  bekhennen  does  eeitlebenM  nit  eo  beSngetigl  mtcA  befiinten  lOMf 
MteA  Mehen  xu  lassen  echdme,  Bedenkh  der  FSret,  «ew  wir  otter  Wett  flr  M 
Exempetgeben,  wenn  wir  um  ein  ellendes  ttuk  vom  PohUn  oder  «m  der  MoUbm  mud 
Wallaekegun9erekrundttipuitat\(mindie»chanxedtiagen.  lekwmrkkwMdau 
«bI  aUein  bin  umd  nit  mehr  en  rigeur,  dantm  laete  ieh  die  eaeken^jedtek  wM 
ekne  wteinen  grOeeten  Gram,  ihren  Weg  geken,**  (Ftom  ^'Baramjr,  Tamkm^ 
hmA,  1S31,  B.  66 : "  dted  in  Preuu,  W.  38.) 

*  From  **  Zeitgenoeten  [a  Biographical  Periodical],  faoL  S9 : "  dM 
tr.  St.  )  aSuvrte  de  rrMrie,  xzU.  fS7. 
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What  Friedrieh  did  with  his  new  Aequuitian. 

Considerable  obloquy  still  rests  on  Friedrieh^  in  many 
liberal  circles,  for  the  Partition  of  Poland.  Two  things^  hoir« 
ever,  seem  by  this  time  tolerably  clear,  though  not  yet  known 
in  liberal  circles:  first,  that  the  Partition  of  Poland  was  an 
event  inevitable  in  Polish  History ;  an  operation  of  Almighty 
Providence  and  of  the  Eternal  Laws  of  Nature,  as  well  as  of 
the  poor  earthly  Sovereigns  concerned  there;  and  secondly, 
that  Friedrieh  had  nothing  special  to  do  with  it,  and,  in  the 
way  of  originating  or  causing  it,  nothing  whatever. 

It  is  certain  the  demands  of  Eternal  Justice  must  be  ful- 
filled: in  earthly  instruments,  concerned  with  fulfilling  them, 
there  may  be  all  degrees  of  demerit  and  also  of  merits  —  from 
that  of  a  world-ruffian  Attila  the  Scourge  of  God,  conscious 
of  his  own  ferocities  and  cupidities  alone,  to  that  of  a  heroic 
Cromwell,  sacredly  aware  that  he  is,  at  his  soul's  peril,  doing 
God's  Judgments  on  the  enemies  of  Grod,  in  Tredah  and  other 
severe  scenes.  If  the  Laws  and  Judgments  are  verily  those 
of  Grod,  there  can  be  no  clearer  merit  than  that  of  pushing 
them  forward,  regardless  of  the  barkings  of  Gazetteers  and 
wayside  dogs,  and  getting  them,  at  the  earliest  term  possible, 
made  valid  among  recalcitrant  mortals !  Friedrieh,  in  regard 
to  Poland,  I  cannot  find  to  have  had  anything  considerable 
either  of  merit  or  of  demerit,  in  the  moral  point  of  view; 
but  simply  to  have  accepted,  and  put  in  his  pocket  without 
criticism,  what  Providence  sent.  He  himself  evidently  views  it 
in  that  light ;  and  is  at  no  pains  to  conceal  his  great  sense  of 
the  value  of  West-Preussen  to  him.  We  praised  his  Namu- 
tive  as  eminently  true,  and  the  only  one  completely  intelli- 
gible in  every  point :  in  his  Preface  to  it,  written  some  years 
later,  he  is  still  more  candid.  Speaking  there  in  the  first 
person,  this  once  and  never  before  or  after,  —  he  says :  — 

"These  new  pretensions  [of  the  Czarina,  to  assuage  the 
religious  putrid-fever  of  the  Poles  by  word  of  command] 
raised  all  Poland  [into  Confederation  of  Bar,  and  War  of  the 
Canfederatesy  sung  by  Friedrieh] ;  the  Grandees  of  the  King- 
dom implored  the  assistance  of  the  Turks :  straightway  War 


CmAT.  IV.  PARTITION  OF  POLAND.  811 

1773. 

flamed  out ;  in  which  the  Buscdan  Annies  had  only  to  show 
themselyes  to  beat  the  Turks  in  every  rencounter."  His 
Majesty  continues:  <<This  War  changed  the  whole  Political 
System  of  Europe  [general  Diplomatic  Dance  of  Europe,  sud- 
denly brought  to  a  whirl  by  such  changes  of  the  music] ;  a 
new  arena  (carri^re)  came  to  open  itself, — and  one  must  have 
been  either  without  address,  or  else  buried  in  stupid  somno- 
lence (engaurdtssement),  not  to  profit  by  an  opportunity  so 
adyantageous.  I  had  read  Bojardo's  fine  Allegory ;  ^  I  seized 
by  the  forelock  this  unexpected  opportunity;  and,  by  dint  of 
negotiating  and  intriguing  [candid  King]  I  succeeded  in  in- 
demnifying  our  Monarchy  for  its  past  losses,  by  incorporating 
Polish  Prussia  with  my  Old  Provinces."  * 

Here  is  a  Historian  King  who  uses  no  rouge-pot  in  his 
Narratives,  —  whose  word,  which  is  all  we  shall  say  of  it  at 
present,  you  find  to  be  perfectly  trustworthy,  and  a  representa- 
tion of  the  fact  as  it  stood  before  himself  I'  What  follows 
needs  no  vouching  for :  '^  This  acquisition  was  one  of  the  most 
important  we  could  make,  because  it  joined  Pommem  to  East 
Prussia  [ours  for  ages  past],  and  because,  rendering  us  masters 
of  the  Weichsel  Biver,  we  gained  the  double  advantage  of  be- 
ing able  to  defend  that  Kingdom  [Ost-Preussen],  and  to  draw 
considerable  tolls  from  the  Weichsel,  as  all  the  trade  of  Poland 
goes  by  that  River." 

Tes  truly !    Our  interests  are  very  visible  :  and  the  interests 

1  Signifies  only,  "  seize  opportunity ; "  bnt  here  is  the  passage  itself :  — 
"  QMonte  voUe  le  disse:  '  0  heUa  dama,        Questa  elh  giooenil,  eh*  i  si gioiota, 
C<mo9ci  Vera  de  la  tua  ventura,  Tutta  in  diUUo  etmmimar  si  deve, 

Dapoi  eke  tm  tal  Baron  pirn  ehe  si       Perehi  quasi  in  un  ptaUo  ei  i  noB- 

fama,  eosa: 

Che  non  ha  U  Ciel  pik  vaga  ereatura,        Como  dissolve  'I  sol  la  bianea  neve, 
Forse  anco  avrai  di  questo   tempo       Como  in  tm  giomo  la  vermigUa  roea 

brama,  Perde  il  vago  color  m  tes^  hrwe, 

Che  'Ifeliee  destin  sempre  non  dura  ;       CoHJugge  F  eid  com'  ws  Mmrn^ 
Prendi  diletto,  mentre  sei  su  7  verde,       E  non  si  pub  tener,  ett  aon  kmjt^ 
Che  Pavuto  piaeer  mai  non  si  perde,  no.' " 

(Bojardo,  Orlando  Innamarato,  lib.  L  CMl  &, 
s  (Euvres  de  FrOirie  (Preface  to  MSmoires  depuis  1763  iasgv^  1774).  ^ 
€,7:"  MSmares  [Chapter  First,  including  aU  the  Poilih  part] 
b  177S;  Preface  is  of  1779." 
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and  wishes  and  olaims  of  Poland,  —  are  thay  nowhere  worthy 
of  one  word  from  you,  O  King  ?  Nowhere  that  I  have  notieed; 
not  any  mention  of  them,  or  allusion  to  them;  though  the 
world  is  still  so  oonyinced  that  perhaps  they  were  something, 
and  not  nothing !  Which  is  very  curious.  In  the  whole  course 
of  my  reading  I  have  met  with  no  Autobiographer  moie  care- 
less to  defend  himself  upon  points  in  dispute  among  his  Audi- 
ence, and  marked  as  criminal  against  him  by  many  of  them. 
Shadow  of  Apology  on  such  points  you  search  for  in  vain.  In 
rapid  bare  summary  he  sets  down  the  sequel  of  facts,  as  if 
assured  beforehand  of  your  favorable  judgment,  or  with  the 
profoundest  indifference  to  how  you  shall  judge  them ;  drops 
his  actions,  as  an  Ostrich  does  its  young,  to  shift  for  them- 
selves  in  the  wilderness,  and  hurries  on  his  way.  This  style 
of  his,  noticeable  of  old  in  regard  to  Silesia  too,  has  considera- 
bly hurt  him  with  the  common  kind  of  readers ;  who,  in  their 
preconceived  suspicions  of  the  man,  are  all  the  more  disgusted 
at  tracing  in  him  not  the  least  anxiety  to  stand  well  with  any 
reader,  more  than  to  stand  ill,  a«  ill  as  any  reader  likes ! 

Third  parties,  it  would  seem,  have  small  temptation  to  be- 
come his  advocates;  he  himself  being  so  totally  unprovided 
with  thanks  for  you !  But,  on  another  score,  and  for  the  sake 
of  a  better  kind  of  readers,  there  is  one  third  party  bound  to 
remark :  1°.  That  hardly  any  Sovereign  known  to  us  did,  in 
his  general  practice,  if  you  will  examine  it,  more  perfectly 
respect  the  boundaries  of  his  neighbors ;  and  go  on  the  road 
that  was  his  own,  anxious  to  tread  on  no  man's  toes  if  he  could 
avoid  it :  a  Sovereign  who,  at  all  times,  strictly  and  benefi- 
cently confined  himself  to  what  belonged  to  his  real  business 
and  him.  2°,  That  apparently,  therefore,  he  must  have  con- 
sidered Poland  to  be  an  exceptional  case,  unique  in  his  experi- 
ence :  case  of  a  moribund  Anarchy,  fallen  down  as  carrion  on 
the  common  highways  of  the  world ;  belong^g  to  nobody  in 
particular ;  liable  to  be  cut  into  (nay,  for  sanitary  reasons 
requiring  it,  if  one  were  a  Rhadamanthus  Errant,  which  one  is 
not  I)  —liable  to  be  cut  into,  on  a  great  and  critically  stringent 
occasion;  no  question  to  be  asked  of  it;  your  only  question 
the  consent  of  by-standers,  and  the  moderate  certointy  that 
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nobody  got  a  glaringly  disproportionate  share!  That  must 
hare  been^  on  the  part  of  an  equitable  Friedrich,  or  even  of  a 
Eriedrioh  accurate  in  Book-keeping  by  Double  Entry,  the  notion 
silently  formed  about  Poland. 

Whether  his  notion  was  scientifically  right,  and  conformable 
to  actual  faot|  is  a  question  I  have  no  thought  of  entering  on; 
still  less,  whether  Friedrioh  was  morally  right,  or  whether 
there  was  tiot  a  higher  rectitude,  granting  even  the  fact,  in 
patting  it  in  practice.  These  are  questions  on  which  an  Edi- 
tor may  hare  his  opinioUi  partly  complete  for  a  long  time  past^ 
partly  not  complete,  or,  in  human  language,  completable  or 
pronounceable  at  all }  and  may  carefully  forbear  to  obtrude  it 
on  his  readers ;  and  only  advise  them  to  look  with  their  own 
best  eyesight)  to  be  deaf  to  the  multiplex  noises  which  are 
evidently  blind^  and  to  think  what  they  find  thinkablest  on 
goch  a  subject  For,  were  it  never  so  just,  proper  and  need, 
ful,  this  is  by  nature  a  case  of  Lynch  Lata ;  upon  which,  in 
the  way  of  approval  or  apology,  no  spoken  word  is  permissible. 
Lynch  being  so  dangerous  a  Lawgiver,  even  when  an  India* 
pensable  one !  «^ 

For,  granting  that  the  Nation  of  Poland  was  for  centuries 
past  an  Anarchy  doomed  by  the  Eternal  Laws  of  Heaven  to 
die,  and  then  of  course  to  get  gradually  buried,  or  eaten  by 
nei^bors,  were  it  only  for  Sfltdtary  reasons,*-^ it  will  by  no 
meana  suit,  to  declare  openly  on  behalf  of  terrestrial  neighbors 
who  have  taken  up  such  an  idea  (granting  it  were  even  a  just 
one,  and  a  true  reading  of  the  silent  but  Inexorably  certain 
porposea  of  Heaven),  That  they,  those  volunteer  terrestrial 
neighbofSy  are  justified  In  breaking  in  upon  the  poor  djring  or 
dead  catcass,  ud  flaying  and  burying  it^  with  amicable  shar- 
ing of  skin  and  shoes!  If  it  even  were  certain  that  the 
wretched  Polish  Nation,  for  the  last  forty  years  hastening 
with  especial  speed  towards  death,  did  in  present  eixoani> 
atenoea,  with  such  ahowling  canaille  of  Turk  Jaolssariee  and 
whorea  of  creation  busy  round  it,  aetuany  require  pmaft 
adignyi  in  the  usual  method^  by  neighboray— the  neigiiliwr 
ahaU  add  must  do  that  function  at  their  own  riak.  It  fl 
did  appoint  them  to  it.  Heaven,  for  certain,  will  at  k# 
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fhem ;  and  in  the  mean  while,  for  a  generation  or  two^  the 
same  Heaven  (I  can  believe)  has  appointed  that  Earth  shall 
pretty  nnanimoosly  condemn  them.  The  shrieks,  the  foam- 
lipped  curses  of  mistaken  mankind,  in  such  case,  are  man- 
kind's one  security  against  over-promptitude  (which  is  so 
dreadfuUy  possible)  on  the  part  of  surgical  neighbors. 

Alas,  jes,  my  articulate-speaking  friends ;  here,  as  so  often 
elsewhere,  the  solution  of  the  riddle  is  not  Lo^c,  bat  Silence. 
When  a  dark  human  Individual  has  filled  the  measure  of  his 
wicked  blockheadisms,  sins  and  brutal  nuisancings,  there  are 
Gibbets  provided,  there  are  Laws  provided ;  and  you  can,  in 
an  articulate  regular  manner,  hang  him  and  finish  him,  to 
general  satisfaction.  Nations  too,  you  may  depend  on  it  as 
certain^  do  require  the  same  process,  and  do  infallibly  get  it 
withal ;  Heaven's  Justice,  with  written  Laws  or  without,  being 
the  most  indispensable  and  the  inevitablest  thing  I  know  of  in 
this  Universe.  No  doing  without  it ;  and  it  is  sure  to  come : 
—  and  the  Judges  and  Executioners,  we  observe,  are  noty  in 
that  latter  case,  escorted  in  and  out  by  the  Sheriffs  of  Coun- 
ties and  general  ringing  of  bells ;  not  so,  in  that  latter  case, 
but  far  otherwise  I  — 

And  now,  leaving  that  vexed  question,  we  will  throw  one 
glance  —  only  oue  is  permitted  —  into  the  far  more  profitable 
question,  which  probably  will  one  day  be  the  sole  one  on  this 
matter,  What  became  of  poor  West-Preussen  under  Eriedrich  ? 
Had  it  to  sit  weeping  unconsolably,  or  not  ?  Herr  Dr.  Prey- 
tag,  a  man  of  good  repute  in  Literature,  has,  in  one  of  his  late 
Books  of  Popular  History,'  gone  into  this  subject,  in  a  serioos 
way,  and  certainly  with  opportunities  far  beyond  mine  for 
informing  himself  upon  it :  —  from  him  these  Passages  have 
been  excerpted,  labelled  and  translated  by  a  good  hand :  — 

Acquisition  of  Polish  Prussia.  "  During  several  CentorieSy 
the  much-divided  Germans  had  habitually  been  pressed  upon, 
and  straitened  and  injured,  by  greedy  conquering  neighbors; 

1  G.  Freytag,  iVeiM  Biider  atu  dem  Leben  des  deuttckm  FUbt  {JLdpd^ 
IS6S). 
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Friedricb  was  the  first  Coaqueror  who  ooce  more  pnehed  fo^ 
ward  the  Geim^n  Frontier  tov&rda  the  Ea^t;  reminding  the 
Germans  again,  that  it  was  their  ta^k  to  cany  Law,  Culture, 
liberty  and  Industry  into  the  East  of  Europe.  All  Friedridi'B 
Lands,  with  the  exception  only  of  some  Old-Saxon  territory, 
had,  by  force  and  colonization,  been  painfully  guned  from  the 
Sclare.  At  no  time  since  the  migrations  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
had  this  struggle  for  poBsessioa  of  the  wide  Plains  to  the  east 
of  Oder  ceased.  When  arms  were  at  rest^  politicians  carried 
on  the  struggle." 

PertecuHon  of  Gerrtum  Proteatcmtt  in  Poland.  "  In  the  veij 
'  Century  of  Enlightenment '  the  persecution  of  the  Germans 
Bcame  fanatical  in  those  Countries;  one  Protestant  Ghurcli 
after  the  other  got  confiscated  ;  pulled  down ;  if  built  of  woo<^ 
set  on  fire  :  its  Church  once  burnt,  the  Village  had  lost  t^V' 
privilege  of  having  one.  Ministers  and  schoolmasters  were 
driven  away,  cruelly  maltreated.  '  Vexa  LutheranuTn,  dabit 
ITuilerum  (Wring  the  Lutheran,  you  will  find  money  in  him),' 
became  the  current  Proverb  of  the  Poles  in  regard  to  Germans. 
A  Protestant  Starost  of  Gnesen,  a  Herr  von  Unruh  of  the 
House  of  Bimbaum,  one  of  the  largest  proprietors  of  the 
country,  was  condemned  to  die,  and  first  to  have  his  tongue 
polled  ont  and  his  hands  cut  off,  —  for  the  crime  of  having 
copied  into  his  Note-book  some  strong  passives  against  the 
Jesuits,  extracted  from  German  Books.  Patriotic  'Confed- 
erates of  Bar,'  joined  by  all  the  plnnderoua  vagabonds  around, 
went  roaming  and  ravaging  through  the  country,  falling  upcn 
small  towns  and  German  villi^^  The  Polish  Xobleman^ 
Boskowski  [a  celebrated  "symbolical"  Ifobleman,  this],  put 
on  one  red  boot  and  one  black,  symbolizing  Fire  and  Dealkf 
and  in  this  guise  rode  about,  mordering  and  burning,  faon 
place  to  place ;  finally,  at  Jastrow,  he  cut  off  the  hands,  feet^ 
and  lastly  the  head  of  the  Protestant  Pastor.  Willich  by  name, 
and  threw  the  limbs  into  a  swamp.    This  happened  in  1768.' 

Lt  iehea  State  Friedriehfmmd  the  PoluA  Provinces. 
few  only  of  the  larger  German  Towns,  which  wa>« 
waQs,  and  Bome  protected  Districts  inbabib 
Qennana, — as  the  JV»edenMf  ~  ~ 
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the  mild  rule  of  the  Cistercians  of  Oliva,  and  the  opulent  Oe^ 
man  towns  of  the  Catholic  Ermeland^  —  were  in  tolerable 
oitoumstanoes.  The  other  Towns  lay  in  ruins ;  so  also  most 
of  the  Hamlets  (Hdfe)  of  the  open  Country.  Bromberg,  the 
city  of  Grerman  Colonists,  the  Prussians  found  in  heaps  and 
ruins  :  to  this  hour  it  has  not  been  possible  to  ascertain  dearly 
how  the  Town  came  into  this  condition.^  Ko  historian^  no 
dooutaent^  tells  of  the  destruction  and  slaughter  that  had  been 
going  on,  in  the  whole  District  of  the  Netze  there,  during  the 
last  ten  years  before  the  arrival  of  the  Prussians,  The  Town 
of  Culm  had  preserved  its  strong  old  walls  and  stately 
churches ;  but  in  the  streets,  the  necks  of  the  cellars  stood  out 
above  the  rotten  timber  and  brick  heaps  of  the  tumbled  houses : 
whole  streets  consisted  merely  of  such  cellars,  in  which 
Wl^tohed  people  were  still  trying  to  live.  Of  the  forty  houses 
in  the  large  Market-place  of  Culm,  twenty-eight  had  no  doors, 
no  roofs,  no  windows,  and  no  owners.  Other  Towns  were  in 
similar  condition." 

"The  Country  people  hardly  knew  such  a  thing  as  bread; 
many  had  never  in  their  life  tasted  such  a  delicacy ;  few  Vil- 
lages possessed  an  oven.  A  weaving-loom  was  rare,  the  spin- 
ning-wheel unknown.  The  main  article  of  furniture,  in  this 
bare  scene  of  squalor,  was  the  Crucifix  and  vessel  of  Holy- 
Water  under  it  [and  "Polackf  Catliolik .'"  if  a  drop  of  gin  be 
added].  —  The  Peasant-Noble  [unvoting,  inferior  kind]  was 
hardly  different  from  the  common  Peasant ;  he  himself  guided 
his  Hook-Plough  (ffacken-pflug),  and  clattered  with  his  wooden 
slippers  upon  the  plankless  floor  of  his  hut.  ...  It  was  a 
desolate  bmd,  without  discipline,  without  law,  without  a  mas- 
ter. On  9,000  English  square  miles  lived  500,000  souls :  not 
56  to  the  square  mile." 

Sets  to  Work.  "  The  very  rottenness  of  the  Country  became 
an  attraction  for  Friedrich;  and  henceforth  West-Preussen 
was,  what  hitherto  Silesia  had  been,  his  favorite  child  5  which, 
with  infinite  care,  like  that  of  an  anxious  loving  mother,  lie 
washed,  brushed,  new-dressed,  and  forced  to  go  to  School  and 
Into  orderly  habits,  and  kept  ever  in  his  eye.  The  diplomatic 
1  ^'Ntm  PmuimshB  PrwinzhlblStur,  Tear  18M,  Na  4,  p.  flM." 
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aqusbbles  about  this  ' acquisition'  were  still  going  on,  when 
he  had  already  sent  [so  early  as  June  4th,  1772,  and  still  nior« 
on  September  13th  of  that  Year  ^]  a  body  of  his  best  Official 
People  into  this  waste*howling  scene^  to  set  about  organizing 
it  The  Landsohaften  (Counties)  were  divided  into  small  Cir- 
cles ;  in  a  minimum  of  time,  the  land  was  valued,  and  an  equal 
tax  put  upon  it;  every  Circle  received  its  Landrath,  Law- 
Goorty  Post-office  and  Sanitary  Police.  New  Parishes,  each 
with  its  Church  and  Parson,  were  called  into  existence  as  by 
miracle;  a  company  of  187  Schoolmasters — partly  selected 
and  trained  by  the  excellent  Semler  [famous  over  Grermany, 
in  Halle  University  and  SemiTutriumj  not  yet  in  England]  — 
were  sent  into  the  Country ;  multitudes  of  German  Mechanics 
too,  from  brick-makers  up  to  machine-builders.  Everywhere 
there  began  a  digging,  a  hammering,  a  building ;  Cities  were  peo- 
pled anew ;  street  after  street  rose  out  of  the  heaps  of  ruins ; 
new  Villages  of  Colonists  were  laid  out,  new  modes  of  agricul- 
ture ordered.  In  the  first  Year  after  taking  possession,  the  great 
Canal  [of  Bromberg]  was  dug;  which,  in  a  length  of  fifteen 
miles,  connects,  by  the  Netze  Eiver,  the  Weichsel  with  the 
Oder  and  the  Elbe:  within  one  year  after  giving  the  order, 
the  King  saw  loaded  vessels  from  the  Oder,  120  feet  in  length 
of  keel,"  and  of  forty  tons  burden,  '<  enter  the  WeichseL  The 
vast  breadths  of  land,  gained  from  the  state  of  swamp  by 
drainage  into  this  Canal,  were  immediately  peopled  by  German 
Colonists. 

"  As  his  Seven-Years  Struggle  of  War  may  be  called  super- 
human, so  was  there  also  in  his  present  Labor  of  Peace  some- 
thing enormous ;  which  appeared  to  his  contemporaries  [  unless 
my  fancy  mislead  me]  almost  preternatural,  at  times  inhuman. 
It  was  grand,  but  also  terrible,  that  the  success  of  the  whole 
was  to  him,  at  all  moments,  the  one  thing  to  be  striven  after ; 
the  comfort  of  the  individual  of  no  concern  at  all.  When,  in 
the  Marshland  of  the  Ketze,  he  counted  more  the  strokes  of  the 

1  See  his  new  Dialogue  with  Roden,  onr  Wesel  acquaintance,  who  was  a 
principal  Captain  in  this  bnsiness  (in  Preusa,  iv.  57.  58 :  date  of  the  Dialogn* 
if  "  11th  May,  1773 ; "  —  Roden  was  on  the  ground  4th  June  next ;  but,  oidoc 
^  Awtrian  delays,  did  not  begin  till  September  13th). 
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10^000  spsAeBf  than  the  sufferings  of  the  workefs,  sick  with 
the  marsh-fever  in  the  hospitals  which  he  had  built  for  them; ^ 
when,  restless,  his  demands  outran  the  quickest  performance, 
—  there  united  itself  to  the  deepest  reyerenoe  and  devotedness, 
in  his  People,  a  feeling  of  awe,  as  for  one  whose  limbs  are  not 
moved  hy  earthly  life  [fanciful,  considerably !].  And  when 
Groethe,  himself  become  an  old  man,  finished  his  last  Drama 
[Second  Part  of  Fatist"],  the  figure  of  the  old  King  again  rose 
on  him,  and  stept  into  his  Poem ;  and  his  Faust  got  trans- 
formed into  an  unresting,  creating,  pitilessly  exacting  Master, 
forcing  on  his  salutif erous  drains  and  fruitful  canals  through 
the  morasses  of  the  WeichseL"  ' 

These  statements  and  pencillings  of  Freytag,  apart  from  here 
and  there  a  flourish  of  poetic  sentiment,  I  believe  my  readers 
can  accept  as  essentially  true,  and  a  correct  portrait  of  the 
fact.  And  therewith,  eon  la  bocea  dolc^f  we  will  rise  from  this 
Supper  of  Horrors.  That  Friedrich  fortified  the  Country,  that 
he  built  an  impregnable  Graudentz,  and  two  other  Fortresses, 
rendering  the  Country,  and  himself  on  that  Eastern  side,  im- 
pregnable henceforth,  all  readers  can  believe.  Friedrich  has 
bben  building  various  Fortresses  in  this  interim,  though  we 
have  taken  no  notice  of  them ;  building  and  repairing  many 
things ;  —  trimming  up  his  Military  quite  to  the  old  pitch,  as 
the  most  particular  thing  of  all.  He  has  his  new  Silesian 
Fortress  of  Silberberg,  —  big  Fortress,  looking  into  certain 
dangerous  Bohemian  Doors  (in  Tobias  Stusche's  Country,  if 
readers  recollect  an  old  adventure  now  mythical) ;  —  his  new 
Silesian  Silberberg,  his  newer  Polish  Graudentz,  and  many 
others,  and  flatters  himself  he  is  not  now  pregnable  on  any 
3ide. 

A  Friedrich  working,  all  along,  in  Poland  especially,  amid 
what  circumambient  deluges  of  maledictory  outcries,  and  men- 
dacious shriekeries  from  an  ill-informed  Public,  is  not  now 
worth  mentioning.    Mere  distracted  rumors  of  the  Pamphleteer 

1  Compare  Pnmu,  ir,  60-71. 

*  6.  Frejtag,  Nnu  BUder  «m$  dem  LAm  du  dbtfK&ai  VqUbu  ^Letpqi^ 
18«2),  pp.  397-408. 
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wlikh,  aftj»  hunting  Ui^m  ii  11^nA  i1vmi\ 
tiuoo^  dettw  ind  m^  end  mostly  in  c«i\\  Aiht  imntirj'  ti^tW- 
ness  of  tome  poor  honuoi  bndn,  — or  ^T«n  tMU(^  in  fi^VMvr  of 
this  HmdrWarka^  mud  of  the  sen^  h«  «how«s  <Hi|v<H>Utlj^  %\t 
tha  patienea.  For  example  :  that  of  the  ^  IVilUh  t\>\^  nn  iM^t 
Yillagesy  ordered  "  by  this  Tyrant  **  to  delivt^r^  iHiolt  of  \\mYi^ 
so  many  marriageable  girls;  eacli  girl  to  brii\|^  wUh  \\Pt  nil 
dowry,  famished  by  her  parents,  1  featht>^lM^l,  4  pUlows^  1 
oow,  3  swine  and  3  ducats,'* — in  which  dmilriihl«  ooMilHton 
ibis  tyrannous  King  ''  sent  her  into  tlie  Hrand^nlMir^  HidiiMi  lo 
be  wedded  and  promote  population/'  ^  Knatlinr-tHMlM,  Hwliii 
and  ducats  had  their  value  in  Brandenburg  \  but  wi>ti>  ttitir* 
riageaUe  girls  such  a  scarcity  there?  Most  nxirnfinlliiary 
nefw  Baps  of  the  ScMnes ;  for  which  Horr  PmtiNs  o.m\  (IimI  imi 
basis  or  sourcoi  —  nor  can  I;  exoe|>t  in  thn  brain  of  UnvnrmMt 
lindsey  and  his  loud  Letten  on  Polwntl  alMivn  nif*iilloti««il, 

Dantzig  too,  and  the  Harbor«<lueS|  what  a  c*imii9|  l>aMii«||| 
Harbor,  that  is  to  say,  Netaee  Kiver,  Iji^Iongs  mainly  in  Vf\mi' 
rich,  Dantzig  City  not,  —  such  the  Czarirja^n  \tihy  wliliii,  In 
the  late  Partition  Treatyingw;  n^/t  gfiod  Ut  muiftU\\t%  \u  i\m 
then  circumstances;  still  less  aft(?rwar<is^  itioiii^li  H  Siinn^Ui 
ehicanings  more  than  enough,  'Mnd  n)m  wnm  iM  HI  if\*mm4 
to  keep  this  thorn  in  the  Kiunfn  UnA  I'ft  W  nitu  f^mit^i^ 
ieioeeB/'  thinks  the  King;  t}M/ug)i,  tuniit]y,  im  pufi'd/tvti^  |Jh4 
it  is  the  Ens^h  acting  <ju  )>^  f^nu»/ii/^e«»  itnit^i  y^uUi^Uf  ¥fhf 
were  af^vehensire  f/jr  th^r  IMim  UwU  uttA^p  UfU  tt^w  f'^^ 
prietor,  and  who  eggKiid  <;»  wt  «M^/;tv/v«  ^//4i#)i^  ^//  ^^t^sM, 
Human  labntr.  luA  a^i  i;/ftii4^  \fn$A//A%  h'0fn^fff**-t»»*^f  V/ 
stand  up  fat  dxxx/j :  u^  Aua^  a  ^^^^^  %hp>k^'fy  )h  U*^  ('«■  ws 
papers,  and  gvt  iirV/  c^*si^fv;  ;;^'if.v«u'/f  wv«^  inm^  ypo'^-^/fP 
of  Dantzzg  Harv^r.  tu^  itfcy^r  --^-r*^  ''^v'*>  M/«//y4*#4/;  ;#>/m.  4 
to  tins  dar.    U-jCb^t  F'MM>  />BK*^ir  ^*   r^r^  ^/-v;  *^^  •.  v^ 


ILi:       TV. 


320  AFTERNOON  AND  EVENING.  BocwDL 

ini. 

Mareh  2dj  1775^  in  answer  to  Voltaire,  Friedrich  writei: 
.  .  .  '^  The  Polish  Dialogues  yon  speak  of  are  not  known  to 
me.  I  think  of  such  Satires,  with  Epictetus:  'If  they  tell 
any  truth  of  thee,  correct  thyself ;  if  they  are  lies,  laogh  at 
them/  I  have  learned,  with  years,  to  become  a  steady  coaoh- 
horse ;  I  do  my  stage,  like  a  diligent  roadster,  and  pay  no  heed 
to  the  little  dogs  that  will  bark  by  the  way.''  And  then,  three 
weeks  after :  — 

''I  have  at  length  got  the  Seven  Dialogues  on  Poland;  and 
the  whole  history  of  them  as  well.  The  Author  is  an  English- 
man named  Lindsey,  Parson  by  profession,  and  Tutor  to  the 
young  Prince  Poniatowski,  the  King  of  Poland's  Nephew," 
—Nephew  Joseph,  Andreas's  Son,  not  the  undistinguished 
Nephew :  so  we  will  believe  for  poor  loud  Lindsey's  sake !  '^  It 
was  at  the  instigation  of  the  Czartoryskis,  Uncles  of  the  ELing, 
that  Lindsey  composed  this  Satire,  —  in  English  first  of  alL 
Satire  ready,  they  perceived  that  nobody  in  Poland  would 
understand  it,  unless  it  were  translated  into  French ;  which 
accordingly  was  done.  But  as  their  translator  was  unskilful, 
they  sent  the  Dialogues  to  a  certain  Girard  at  Dantzig,  who 
at  that  time  was  French  Consul  there,  and  who  is  at  present 
a  Clerk  in  your  Foreign  Office  under  M.  de  Vergennes.  This 
Gerard,  who  does  not  want  for  wit,  but  who  does  me  the 
honor  to  hate  me  cordially,  retouched  these  Dialogues,  and 
put  them  into  the  condition  they  were  published  in.  I  have 
laughed  a  good  deal  at  them :  here  and  there  ooour  coarse 
things  (grossi^retSs),  and  platitudes  of  the  insipid  kind ;  but 
there  are  traits  of  good  pleasantry.  I  shall  not  go  fencing 
with  goose-quills  against  this  sycophant.  As  Mazarin  said, 
*  Let  the  French  keep  singing,  provided  they  let  us  keep 
doing.' "  * 

1  (Euvrei  d»  Frediric,  jam.  319-^21 :  ''Potsdam,  2d  Mazdi,  177V  «4 
"SftthMuch^'foUowiiig.    8m /Vvkm,  iu.  275,  iv.  Sft. 


CHAPTER  V. 


A  OHAPTER   OF   MISCELLUnSS. 


Afteb  Neustadt,  Kaiser  Joseph  and  the  King  had  no  more 
Interyiews.  Kaonitz's  procedures  in  the  subsequent  Pacific 
oation  and  Partition  business  had  completely  estranged  the 
two  Sovereigns :  to  friendly  visiting,  a  very  different  state  of 
mutual  feeling  had  succeeded ;  which  went  on,  such  ''  the  im- 
measurable ambition ''  visible  in  some  of  us^  deepenihg  and 
worsening  itself,  instead  of  improving  or  abating.  Friedrich 
had  Joseph's  Portrait  hung  in  conspicuous  position  in  the 
fooms  where  he  lived ;  somebody  noticing  the  fact,  Friedrich 
anawered :  **  Ah,  yes,  I  am  obliged  to  keep  that  yoimg  Grentle- 
BUOi  in  my  eye."  And,  in  effect,  the  rest  of  Friedrioh's  Politi- 
cal Activity,  from  this  time  onwards,  may  be  defined  as  an 
•▼w-vigilant  defence  of  himself,  and  of  the  Crermaa  Beich, 
against  Austrian  Encroachment :  which,  to  him,  in  the  years 
tlien  runningi  was  the  grand  impending  peril ;  and  which  to 
OS  in  the  new  times  has  become  so  inexpressibly  uninterest- 
iagf  and  will  bear  no  narrative.  Austrian  Encroachment  did 
not  prove  to  be  the  death-peril  that  had  overhung  the  world 
in  Friedrich's  last  years !  — 

These,  accordingly,  are  years  in  which  the  Historical  in- 
terest goes  on  diminishing ;  and  only  the  Biographical,  were 
anything  of  Biography  attainable,  is  left.  Friedrich's  indus- 
trial, economic  and  other  Koyal  activities  are  as  beautiful  as 
eTer;  but  cannot  to  our  readers,  in  our  limits,  be  described 
with  advantage.  Events  of  world-interest,  after  the  Partition 
of  Poland,  do  not  fall  out,  or  Friedrich  is  not  concerned  in 
them.  It  is  a  dim  element;  its  significance  chiefly  (German 
or  PrussiaDi  not  European.  What  of  humanly  interesting  is 
disopver^ble  in  it,  —  at  least,  while  the  Austrian  Grudge 
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tinues  in  a  chronic  state,  and  has  no  acute  lit,  -» I  will  hen 
present  in  the  shape  of  detached  Fragments,  suitably  arranged 
and  rendered  legible,  in  hopes  these  may  still  have  some 
lucency  for  readers,  aihd  render  more  conceivable  the  sur- 
rounding masses  that  have  to  be  left  dark.  Our  first  Piece 
is  of  Winter,  or  late  Autumn,  1771,  —  while  the  solution  of 
the  Polish  Business  is  still  in  its  inchoative  stages ;  perfectly 
complete  in  the  Artist's  own  mind ;  Russia  too  adhering;  but 
Kaunitz  so  refractory  and  contradictory. 

Herr  Doctor  Zimmermanny  the  famous  Author  of  the  Bock 
"  On  Solitudey*  walks  reverentially  before  FriedrieVs 
Door  in  the  Dusk  of  an  October  Evening ;  and  has  a 
Royal  Interview  next  Day. 

Friday  Evening,  25th  October,  1771,  is  the  date  of  Zimmer- 
mann's  walk  of  contemplation,  —  among  the  pale  Statues 
and  deciduous  Gardenings  of  Sans-Souci  Cottage  (better  than 
any  Bialto,  at  its  best),  —  the  eternal  stars  coming  out  ovei^ 
head,  and  the  transitory  candle-light  of  a  King  Friedrich 
close  by. 

'^  At  Sans-Souci,"  says  he,  in  his  famed  Book,  *^  where  that 
old  God  of  War  (Kriegsgott)  forges  his  thunder-bolts,  and 
writes  Works  of  Intellect  for  Posterity ;  where  he  governs  his 
People  as  the  best  father  would  his  house ;  where,  during  one 
half  of  the  day,  he  accepts  and  reads  the  petitions  and  com- 
plaints of  the  meanest  citizen  or  peasant;  comes  to  help  of 
his  Countries  on  all  sides  with  astonishing  sums  of  money, 
expecting  no  payment,  nor  seeking  anything  but  the  Common 
Weal;  and  where,  during  the  other  half,  he  is  a  Poet  and 
Philosopher  :  —  at  Sans-Souci,  I  say,  there  reigns  all  round  a 
silence,  in  which  you  can  hear  the  faintest  breath  of  every 
soft  wind.  I  mounted  this  Hill  for  the  first  time  in  Winter 
[late  Autumn,  25th  October,  1771,  edge  of  Winter],  in  the 
dusk.  When  I  beheld  the  small  Dwelling-House  of  this 
Convulser  of  the  World  close  by  me,  and  was  near  his  very 
chamber,  I  saw  indeed  a  light  inside,  but  no  sentry  or  watch- 
man at  the  Hero's  door ;  no  soul  to  ask  me,  Who  I  was,  or 


camp  iq>  from  rrai$(.ijaD  Di^ltilx-  41  a^«^[vm!1  «i^  m\  Y4mV  4kYfA 

dwn.  slcml.  »M  ti>  nuke  n^i^Mk    A^vtMiw^r  |ft«^f]U^WMM,  M  tttk^^ 

KiDiT  an^ttllr  asleep  in  l>e<i)«  \h^  %U^stK  M»|t  \^f\  M^^.*      A  a 

bad  a  AMAyiM*  nexi  «)^y  wtfh  hiw  Mi^iHkl^Vi  ^M^^\s 


we  propose  to  gire ;  still  inore«  m  h«^  mutli^  n^^^U  Mt^tm^  (n  Hm 
world  bj  otber  Diali>|nte«  with  KriiH(Hoh»  mm\  \\y  a  fifitiH||«l 
Book  about  tbem,  which  lun^  Mtill  tih«m«l»  rtHnlttrn  iiiiiy  t(*'«tVH 
to  know  a  little  who  or  what  thi^  /iinmi^rthntu)  lii»  mitl  \m  n\\\ 
ing  for  a  rough  briof  Not<«  uikhi  hii»»  whioh  Of^rkiliiljf  U  link 
readier  than  it  is  rough :  — 

Johann  Greorg  Zimmorniaiin  (  l^'ni  I7'«|N,  ni  Hninn  In  Mm 
Canton  of  Bem^  where  hiii  Kaihi«r  imi*iiiii  Ut  hftvn  lm<l  nminn 
little  property  and  no  mn\tU9ytut»uit  "m  Ih^lH^h^rr  ('I'mwii 
Cooncillor),  who  wan  mwsh  nmiHMitml."  Of  liiMlliiiiN  »»»  Ninlfiifi 
no  mention.  The  Motlier  \mi\^  ttutu  itii>  l''ri>iiiJi  |»fifl  of  Mm 
Canton,  he  learned  U)  Njiealc  iMli  UriKt<iHK«>fl  W»'mI  in  Mhi-h 
for  his  Latin  and  high4ich'i«>lfri|f  ^  Ui«ri  !<«»  OM.4'}ff|t«*«^  w)t^f«•  hi* 
stodied  Medicine,  under  t\m4rt%fA'.  y^nn^,  ttm\U^9  intf\  *f^Uhf  u*tw 
dimmed  eelebritie«,  HaJW,  Uithn^lt  U*hu  h**^n,  hwl  ^tt^Mi 
Zimmermann  to  \jfj^fi,  unrl  \i^-jfMu0'  wu*U  mkAm^  fi#-/l  ^^i  U*n*  • 
Haller,  in  1752,  foju*:  ^ftt  a,  tiuth9$»s^t  t'tmtt  ht  hm*tff-  tu-ptt  '/futi 
mermann,  who  had  in  th#!  »>!Mi  u$$t^  ^^'4^n  "  h,9  m  hit  f*,*,tfthr  '* 
in  Franee,  in  ItaJjr  kjt/i  y^u'/\3»4wf\  tt^^-m  f**.*trtt^  »4,^\  ^f»u*M  )*»##» 
there;  Ixxt  the  Tp^ut.  iwaj.  tim,  f>/  f*'^/  \f^'*'i  f**'^*  **'^i  »*sf^. 
ueaded  that  £ie  w'j*«^  ..lO'  v^  /ti«f'y  i«.  K'-^f.  i»fi^{  u*^  99,** f*  «>«r^ 
Pore ; ^- yiiiTi nwmaftafcr.  :i#'/'/,r<.:./;^    ^^m*  «/ ••«   '/^  ^/i^i.'«iyy#.  V/ 
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softy  ingeniouSi  ingenuous  and  rather  pretty  yoong  GdttiiigeB 
Lady  along  with  them,  as  his  own  Wife  withaL  With  her  ha 
settled  as  Stadtphysicus  (Town-Doctor)  in  native  Brugg;  where 
his  beloved  Hallers  were  within  reach ;  and  practice  in  abun- 
dance, and  honors^  all  that  the  place  yielded,  were  in  readi- 
ness for  him. 

Here  he  continued  some  sixteen  years;  very  busy,  vaiy 
successful  in  medicine  and  literature;  but  '^ tormented  with 
hypochondria ; "  —  having  indeed  an  immense  conceit  of  him- 
self, and  generally  too  thin  a  skin  for  this  world.  Here  he 
first  wrote  his  Book  on  SolUudsj  a  Book  famed  over  all  the 
world  in  my  young  days  (and  perhaps  still  famed) ;  he  wrote 
it  a  second  time,  much  enlarged,  about  thirty  years  after :  ^  I 
read  it  (in  the  curtailed  English-Mercier  form,  no  Scene  in  it 
like  the  above),  in  early  boyhood,  —  and  thank  it  for  nothing 
or  nearly  so.  Zimmermann  lived  much  alone,  at  Brugg  and 
elsewhere;  all  his  days  "Hypochondria"  was  the  main  com- 
pany he  had :  —  and  it  was  natural,  but  unprofitable,  that  he 
should  say,  to  himself  and  others,  the  best  he  could  fot  that 
bad  arrangement :  poor  soul  I  He  wrote  also  on  Medical  A- 
perienoe,  a  famed  Book  in  its  day  ;*  also  on  NdHonal  Pride; 
and  became  famed  through  the  Universe,  and  was  Member  of 
infinite  Learned  Societies. 

All  which  rendered  dull  dead  Brugg  still  duller  and  more 
dead;  unfit  utterly  for  a  man  of  such  sublime  aooompUsh- 
ments.  Plenty  of  Counts  Stadion,  Kings  of  Poland  even, 
offered  him  engagements ;  eager  to  possess  such  a  man,  and 
deliver  him  from  dull  dead  Brugg ;  but  he  had  hypochoBdriti 
and  always  feared  their  deliverance  might  be  into  something 
duller.  At  length,  —  in  his  fortieth  year,  1768, — the  plaee 
of  Court-Physician  (ffofmedicus)  at  Hanover  was  offered  him 
by  Greorge  the  Third  of  pious  memory,  and  this  he  resolfad 

^  Betrackhmgmi  Sber  dU  Eimamheit,  wm  Doctor  J.  G,  Zimmerwmim,  Sledt' 
phy$icu8  in  Brugg  (Ziirich,  1756), — as  yet  only  "  1  voL  8vo,  price  6d"  (5  gro- 
•chen) ;  but  it  grew  with  yean ;  and  (Leipzig,  1784)  came  ont  remodelled  into 
4  vols. ;  —  was  translated  into  French, ''  with  many  omissions,"  by  Ifereitf 
(Paris,  1790) ;  into  English  from  Mercier  (London,  1791). 

s  "Ziirich,  1769-1764  : ''  by  and  by,  one  ''  Dobson  did  it  into  Saglkll.'' 
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to  acoept ;  and  did  lift  anchor,  and  accept  and  occupy  accord- 
ingly. 

Alas,  at  the  Crate  of  Hanover,  *'  his  carriage  overset ; "  broke 
his  poor  old  Mother-in-law's  leg  (who  had  been  rejoicing  doubt- 
less to  get  home  into  her  own  Country),  and  was  the  end  of 
her  —  poor  old  soul  5  —  and  the  beginning  of  misfortunes  con- 
tinual and  too  tedious  to  mention.  Spleen,  envy,  malice  and 
calumny,  from  the  Hanover  Medical  world;  treatment,  "by 
the  old  buckram  Hofdames  who  had  drunk  coffee  with 
George  II.,''  "  which  was  fitter  for  a  laquais-de-place  "  than  for 
a  medical  gentleman  of  eminence :  unworthy  treatment,  in 
fact,  in  many  or  most  quarters ;  — followed  by  hypochondria, 
by  dreadful  bodily  disorder  (kind  not  given  or  discoverable), 
''so  that  I  suffered  the  pains  of  Hell/'  sat  weeping,  sat  gnash- 
ing my  teeth,  and  could  n't  write  a  Note  after  dinner ;  f ol* 
lowed  finally  by  the  sickness,  and  then  by  the  death,  of  my 
poor  Wife,  "after  five  months  of  torment."  Upon  which, 
in  1771,  Zimmermann's  friebds  —  for  he  had  many  friends, 
being,  in  fact,  a  x>erson  of  fine  graceful  intellect,  high  proud 
feelings  and  tender  sensibilities,  gone  all  to  this  sad  state  — 
rallied  themselves;  set  his  Hanover  house  in  order  for  him 
(governess  for  his  children,  what  not);  and  sent  him  off  to 
Berlin,  there  to  be  dealt  with  by  one  Meckel,  an  incomparable 
Surgeon,  and  be  healed  of  his  dreadful  disorder  (*' LeibessehacU, 
of  which  the  first  traces  had  appeared  in  Brugg"),— -though 
to  most  people  it  seemed  rather  he  would  die;  "and  one 
Medical  Eminency  in  Hanover  said  to  myself  [Zimmermann] 
one  day:  'Dr.  So-and-so  is  to  have  your  Pension,  I  am 
told ;  now,  by  all  right,  it  should  belong  to  me,  don't  you 
think  so?'"  What  "I"  thought  of  the  matter,  seeing  the 
greedy  gentleman  thus  "parting  my  skin,"  may  be  conjec- 
tmedl— 

The  ftmed  Meckel  received  his  famed  patient  with  a  noble- 
neee  worthy  of  the  heroic  ages.  Lodged  him  in  his  own  house, 
in  softest  beds  and  appliances ;  spoke  comfort  to  him,  hope  to 
him, -» the  gallant  Meckel ;  —  rallied,  in  fact,  the  due  medical 
tidf  one  morning ;  came  up  to  Zimmermann,  who  "  stripped," 
viik  ihe  iMart  of  a  lamb  and  lion  conjoined,  and  trusting  in 
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Qodf  "  flung  himself  on  his  bed  "  (on  his  face,  or  on  his  back, 
we  never  know),  and  there,  by  the  hands  of  Meckel  and  staf, 
''  received  above  2,000  (two  thousand)  cuts  in  the  space  of  an 
hour  and  half,  without  uttering  one  word  or  sound/'  A  fright- 
ful operation,  gallantly  endured,  and  skilfully  done;  where- 
by the  "bodily  disorder"  (Leibesschade),  whatever  it  might 
be,  was  effectually  and  forever  sent  about  its  business  by  the 
noble  Meckel. 

Hospitalities  and  soft  hushed  kindnesses  and  soothing  min- 
istrations, by  Meckel  and  by  everybody,  were  now  doubled 
and  trebled :  wise  kind  Madam  Meckel,  young  kind  Mamsell 
Meckel  and  the  Son  (who  "  now,  in  1788,  lectures  in  Gdttin- 
gen  ") ;  not  these  only,  nor  Schmucker  Head  Army-Surgeon, 
and  the  ever-memorable  Herr  GenercUehirurgus  Madan,  who 
had  both  been  in  the  operation ;  not  these  only,  but  by  degrees 
all  that  was  distinguished  in  the  Berlin  world,  Bamler,  Bu- 
sching,  Sulzer,  Prime  Minister  Herzberg,  Queen's  and  King's 
Equerries,  and  honorable  men  and  women,  —  bore  him  ''  on 
angel-wings"  towards  complete  recovery.  Talked  to  him, 
sang  and  danced  to  him  (at  least  the  "  Muses  "  and  the  female 
Meckels  danced  and  sang),  and  all  lapped  him  against  eating 
cares,  till,  after  twelve  weeks,  he  was  fairly  on  his  feet  again^ 
and  able  to  make  jaunts  in  the  neighborhood  with  his  '' life's 
savior,"  and  enjoy  the  pleasant  Autumn  weather  to  his  far- 
ther profit.  —  All  this,  though  described  in  ridiculous  superla- 
tive by  Zimmermann,  is  really  touching,  beautiful  and  human : 
perhaps  never  in  his  life  was  he  so  happy,  or  a  thousandth 
part  so  helped  by  man,  as  while  under  the  roof  of  this  thrice- 
useful  Meckel,  —  more  power  to  Meckel ! 

Head  Army-Surgeon  Schmucker  had  gone  through  all  the 
Seven-Years  War ;  Zimmermann,  an  ardent  Hero-worshipper, 
was  never  weary  questioning  him,  listening  to  him  in  full 
career  of  narrative,  on  this  great  subject,  —  only  eight  years 
old  at  that  time.  Among  their  country  drives,  Meckel  took 
him  to  Potsdam,  twenty  English  miles  off;  in  the  end  of 
October,  there  to  stay  a  night.  This  was  the  ever-memorable 
Friday,  when  we  first  ascended  the  Hill  of  Sans-Souci,  and 
had  our  evening  walk  of  contemplation ;  —  to  be  followed  by 


dull  now  Me.^ 

(Big  Sans^aci,  or  ''  $an»-$attoi '"  hy  \%ii«AU  lui^Hk  U^  M^^vi^ 
days,  not  in  oars  at  all>  '*New  IHUmn^  .Yinn»  tS^i^if^x^  \\\%^  \\\ 
all  its  splendor  of  fresh  finish)*  IV  V^iU  Krimlrii^h'ii  Uim^liii'i 
whom  we  know  well,  was  a  G^uovim(t>  and  kii«»w  Khimii»rMmmi 
from  of  old.  Schmucker  and  Do  Oatt  wor^  |iriya|itt|jf  {m\M\ 
ing  up  Friedrich's  curiosity,  —  to  whom  alim  XiiiMMiirMiaiih*N 
name,  and  perhaps  his  late  surgicuU  o|>0raiioti,  tnltfiili  Ins  kiitiwii » 
^ Can  he  speak  French ?"  —  **  Natlvti  to  liiin,  ytmr  M^jMity  " 
Friedrich  had  some  notion  to  soo  Zimmnriiianti )  Mu\  JmiIIoIimin 
De  Catt^on  this  fortunate  Saturday, '*  20Ui  Ooiolmh  17? I/' 
morrow  after  Zimmermann's  arriral  at  VtiiMtlMu,  **miuti  Ui  mf 
inn  about  1  p.ic  [King's  dinnur  jiint  dofin  | }  Mui  iuihi*/l  fii»  ft^« 
come  and  look  at  the  beauties  of  Harm^H/rti/tl  |  Miy  Ma^mll^rti^  I 
for  a  little."  Zimmermann  willingly  waui  C4U,i  Ml,  hUft  \h 
good  hands  to  see  the  beanties;  nVt^A  //If,  hrt  Mn  /fWf»  pMfH,  Ut 
^Little  Sans-Sooci ;  "  came  \MtM,t/ttM  Y/uutt^fmMiu  M»»llW  » 
kft  him  with  Schmucker^  all  Ut^hUu^,  ihthh'iUK  ff^fhti^  AM 
King  might  call  him.  ^  J  tr^rah/WJ  «'/r^^,»^MM,  tl#A^»  «^^  / 
feh  exceeding  happin^a :  ^  f  wan  iA  M/'hi^fn/^lMt/s  P^t^m,  wt^At^f 
by  the  fire,  m^tlj  akt»*  fr»r  a  flj«//j  irt#»U,  '^  «M  ^///**  f.M^  Wf 
onee  been  ICarq-iiA  'JMr;^k^'<  "  ^wV.  k  r,//ir  4a4mI,  mnwI  lv»r/>M 
£v  away.  ;pr>i  ^ul  v^n.^  —  irluw^  ^,  ;;m#,,  ;«/<^,  k«if  ^«4#,  4, 
Gitt  camie  jnm^in^f  !a.  vrnaa-ji^^^m  w',tH  ///  s«u«#>Jk^4  m^  •»>> 
**ffia  Mirearr  wv^^t  v,  t^^^^sur  w'.tiv  ^^-.^  'ami  /*^/  m^/^imm^  " 
Zhnmi"r3iaaa'<  *^-.f  4ia*1   «7  •j**  *jhi&. 
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'^In  the  middle  of  the  room  stood  ab  iron  oamp-bed  wiDioik 
ourtains.  There,  on  a  worn  mattress,  lay  King  Friedrichy  tlie 
tenor  of  Europe,  without  coverlet,  in  an  old  Uue  roquelanR. 
He  had  a  big  cooked-hat,  with  a  white  feather  [hat  aged,  won 
soft  as  duffel,  equal  to  most  caps ;  "  feather  "  is  not  petpendicQ- 
lar,  but  horizontal,  roimd  the  inside  of  the  brim  j,  on  his  head. 

"  The  King  took  off  his  hat  very  graciously,  when  I  vas 
perhaps  ten  steps  from  him ;  and  said  in  French  (oar  whole 
Dialogue  proceeded  in  French):  'Come  nearer,  M.  Zimmer- 


mann.' 


<<  I  advanced  to  within  two  steps  of  the  King ;  he  said  in 
the  mean  while  to  Gatt:  'Call  Schmucker  in,  toa'  Herr 
Schmucker  came ;  placed  himself  behind  the  King,  his  bid 
to  the  wall ;  and  Catt  stood  behind  me.  Now  the  GoUoot 
began. 

King.  '' '  I  hear  you  have  found  your  health  again  in  Berlin; 
I  wish  you  joy  of  that.' 

Ego.  '' '  I  have  found  my  life  again  in  Berlin ;  but  at  ihii 
moment.  Sire,  I  find  here  a  still  greater  happiness ! '    [ildk/] 

King.  '' '  You  have  stood  a  cruel  operation :  you  must  hite 
suffered  horribly?' 

Ego.  "  *  Sire,  it  was  well  worth  while.' 

King.  '' '  Did  you  let  them  bind  you  before  the  operation  f 

Ego.  " '  No :  I  resolved  to  keep  my  freedom.' 

King  (laughing  in  a  very  kind  manner).  "  *  Oh,  you  behiTed 
like  a  brave  Switzer  !    But  are  you  quite  recovered,  though  V 

Ego.  '^ '  Sire,  I  have  seen  all  the  wonders  of  your  ereation 
in  Sans-Souci,  and  feel  well  in  looking  at  them.' 

King.  <' '  I  am  glad  of  that.  But  you  must  have  a  oare,ind 
especially  not  get  on  horseback.' 

Ego.  '' '  It  will  be  pleasant  and  easy  for  me  to  follow  the 
counsels  of  your  Majesty.' 

King.  ^  '  From  what  Town  in  the  Canton  of  Bern  are  yon 
originally  ? ' 

Ego.  " '  From  Brugg.' 

King.  " « I  don't  know  that  Town.'  [No  wondeTi  thoogW 

I  a 

King.  "« Where  did  you  study  ? » 
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Ego.  <' '  At  Gottingen :  Haller  was  mj  teacher' 

King,  " '  What  is  M.  Haller  doing  now  ? ' 

Ego.  '^ '  He  is  conoluding  his  literary  career  with  a  Tomanoe  ' 
[Ummg  had  just  come  out ;  —  no  mortal  now  reads  a  word  of 
it  {  and  the  great  Haller  is  dreadfully  forgotten  already  I] 

King.  <'  *  Ah,  that  is  pretty  1  —  On  what  system  do  you  treat 
ycmr  patients  ? ' 

Ego.  " '  Not  on  any  system.' 

King.  *'  *  But  there  are  some  Physicians  whose  methods  you 
prefer  to  those  of  others  ? ' 

Ego.  '* '  1  especially  like  Tissot's  methods,  who  is  a  familiar 
friend  of  mine.' 

King.  ** '  I  know  M.  Tissot.  I  have  read  his  writings,  and 
valne  them  very  much.  On  the  whole,  I  love  the  Art  of 
Medicine.  My  Father  wished  me  to  get  some  knowledge  in  it. 
He  often  sent  me  into  the  Hospitals ;  and  even  into  thoee  for 
Tenereal  patients,  with  a  riew  of  warning  by  example.' 

Ego.  **  ^  And  by  terrible  example  t  —  Sire,  Medicine  is  a  Tcrj 
difficult  Art.  But  your  Majesty  is  used  to  bring  all  Arts  under 
•abjection  to  the  force  of  your  genius,  and  to  conquer  all  that 
is  difficult.' 

King.  *' '  Alas,  no :  I  cannot  conquer  all  that  is  difficult ! ' 
[Hard-mouthed  Kaunitz,  for  example ;  stock-still,  with  his  right 
ear  turned  on  Turkey  :  how  get  Kaunitz  into  step !]  —  Here 
the  King  became  reflective*,  was  silent  for  a  little  moment, 
and  then  asked  me,  with  a  most  bright  smile :  '  How  many 
ehurohyards  have  you  filled  ?  '  [A  common  question  of  his  to 
Members  of  the  Faculty.] 

Ego.  '^ '  Perhaps,  in  my  youth,  I  have  done  a  little  that  way  I 
But  now  it  goes  better ;  for  I  am  timid  rather  than  bold.' 

King.  "  *  Very  good,  very  good.' 

«Our  Dialogue  now  became  extremely  brisk.  The  King 
qoiekened  into  extraordinary  vivacity ;  and  examined  me  now 
in  the  character  of  Doctor,  with  such  a  stringency  as,  in  the 
year  1751,  at  Grottingen,  when  I  stood  for  my  Degree^  the 
learned  Professors  Haller,  Eichter,  Segner  and  Brendel  (for 
wkieh  Heaven  recompense  them !)  never  dreamed  of  I  AH  in- 
flammatory fevers,  and  t*.3  most  important  of  the  alow 
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the  King  mustered  with  me,  in  their  order.    He  asked  me, 

How  and  whereby  I  recognized  each  of  these  diseases ;  bow 

and  whereby  distinguished  them  from  the  approximate  inala> 

dies ;  what  my  procedure  was  in  simple  and  in  complicated 

cases ;  and  how  I  cured  all  those  disorders  ?    On  the  Tarietdefly 

the  accidents,  the  mode  of  treatment,  of  small-pox  especially, 

the  King  inquired  with  peculiar  strictness ;  —  and  spoke,  with 

much  emotion,  of  that  young  Prince  of  his  House  who  was 

carried  of^  some  years  ago,  by  that  disorder  —  [suddenly  a^ 

rested  by  it,  while  on  march  with  his  regiment,  '^  near  Euppio, 

26th  May,  1767."    This  is  the  Prince  Henri,  junior  Brother  of 

the  subsequent  King,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  II.,  who,  among  other 

fooleries,  invaded  France,  in  1792,  with  such  success.    Both 

Henri  and  he,  as  boys,  used  to  be  familiar  to  us  in  the  final 

winters  of  the  late  War.    Poor  Henri  had  died  at  the  age  of 

nineteen,  —  as  yet  all  brightness,  amiability  and  nothing  else: 

Friedrich  sent  an  Eloge  of  him  to  his  Acad^mie,^  which  is 

touchingly  and  strangely  filled  with  authentic  sorrow  for  this 

young  Nephew  of  his,  but  otherwise  empty,  —  a  mere  bottle  of 

sighs  and  tears].    Then  he  came  upon  Inoculation ;  went  along 

over  an  incredible  multitude  of  other  medical  subjects.    Into 

all  he  threw  masterly  glances ;  spoke  of  all  with  the  soundest 

[all  in  superlative]  knowledge  of  the  matter,  and  with  no  less 

penetration  than  liveliness  and  sense. 

"  With  heartfelt  satisfaction,  and  with  the  freest  soul,  I  made 
my  answers  to  his  Majesty.  It  is  true,  he  potently  supported 
and  encouraged  me.  Ever  and  anon  his  Majesty  was  saying 
to  me :  *  That  is  very  good  ;  —  that  is  excellently  thought  and 
expressed ;  —  your  mode  of  proceeding,  altogether,  pleases  me 
very  well ;  —  I  rejoice  to  see  how  much  our  ways  of  thinking 
correspond.'  Often,  too,  he  had  the  graciousness  to  add: 
'  But  I  weary  you  with  my  many  questions ! '  His  scientific 
questions  I  answered  with  simplicity,  clearness  and  brevity ; 
and  could  not  forbear  sometimes  expressing  my  astonishment 
at  the  deep  and  conclusive  (tiefen  und  frappanten)  medical 
insights  and  judgments  of  the  King. 

'^  His  Majesty  came  now  upon  the  history  of  his  own  mala^ 

1  In  (Ewru  <U  FHdiric,  yU.  37  %t  Mq. 
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dies.    He  told  me  them  over,  in  their  series ;  and  asked  my 

opinion  and  advice  aboat  each.    On  the  HcemcrrJunds,  which 

he  greatly  complained  o^  I  said  something  that  struck  him. 

Instantly  he  started  up  in  his  bed;  turned  his  head  round 

towards  the  wall,  and  said :  ^  Schmucker^  write  me  that  down ! ' 

I  started  in  fright  at  this  word;  and  not  without  reason!  Then 

onr  Colloq[ny  proceeded :  — 

King,  ^ '  The  Gout  likes  to  take  up  his  quarters  with  me ;  he 
knows  I  am  a  Prince^  and  thinks  I  shall  feed  him  welL  But 
I  feed  him  ill ;  I  live  very  meagrely.' 

Ego.  ** '  May  Gout  thereby  get  disgusted,  and  forbear  ever 
calling  on  your  Majesty !' 

King.  ^ '  I  am  grown  old.  Diseases  will  no  longer  have  pity 
an  me.' 

£go.  **  *  Europe  feels  that  your  Majesty  is  not  old ;  and  your 
Majesty's  look  (j>hynognomu)  shows  that  you  have  still  the 
same  force  as  in  your  thirtieth  year.' 

King  (laughing  and  shaking  his  head).  ^ '  Well,  well,  well! ' 

^  In  this  way,  for  an  hour  and  quarter,  with  uninterrupted 
riTacity,  the  Dialogue  went  on.  At  last  the  King  gare  me  the 
sign  to  go;  lifting  his  hat  very  kindly,  and  saying:  'Adieu, 
my  dear  M.  Zimmermann;  I  am  very  glad  to  hare  seen 
you.'" 

Towards  6  p.m.  now,  and  Friedrich  must  sign  his  Degpatehcs ; 
have  his  Concert,  have  his  reading ;  then  to  supper  (as  spec- 
tator only), — with  Quintus  Icilius  and  old  Lord  Mariirhal, 
or  whom  ?  ^ 


^Herr  ron  Catt  accompanied  me  into  the  anteroom,  and 
Schmucker  followed.  I  could  not  stir  from  the  spot :  could 
not  speak,  was  so  charmed  and  so  touched,  that  I  broke  into 
a  stream  of  tears  [being  very  weak  of  nerres  at  the  time  !J. 
Herr  Ton  Catt  said:  'I  am  now  going  back  to  the  King; 
go  yon  into  the  room  where  I  took  you  n[>;  about  eight  I 
will  conduct  you  home.'  I  pressed  my  excellent  country- 
man's hand,   I"  —  '^Schmucker  sairl,  I  had  stood   too  near 

1  Of  Icflioii,  and  a  qnarrel  and  MtnkDf|^«iin«nt  then  had  ktel/  btm,  yam 
feapfOf  ncMKikd,  «•  Nicolai,  An^dcdatm,  vi.  MO-143. 
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his  Majesty ;  I  had  spoken  too  frankly,  with  too  mneb  ▼!▼»- 
city;  nay,  what  was  unheard  of  in  the  world,  I  had  'gesticu- 
lated' before  his  Majesty  I  'In  presence  of  a  King/  said  Hen 
Bohmuoker,  '  one  must  stand  stiff  and  not  stir.'  De  CatI  eame 
back  to  us  at  eight ;  and,  in  Schmuoker's  presence  [let  him 
chew  the  cud  of  that !  ],  reported  the  following  little  Dialogae 
with  the  Eling  :  — 

Kinff.  '' '  What  says  Zimmermann  ? ' 

De  Catt.  '''Zimmermann,  at  the  door  of  your  Majesty's 
room,  burst  into  a  stream  of  tears.' 

King.  " '  I  love  those  tender  affectionate  hearts ;  I  love  right 
well  those  brave  Swiss  people  I ' 

"  Next  morning  the  King  was  heard  to  say :  ^  I  have  found 
Zimmermann  quite  what  you  described  him.'  —  Catt  assured 
tae  furthermore,  '  Since  the  Seven-Years  War  there  had  thou- 
feands  of  strangers,  persons  of  rank,  come  to  Potsdam,  wishing 
to  speak  with  the  King,  and  had  not  attained  that  &vor ;  and 
of  those  who  had,  there  could  not  one  individual  boast  that 
his  Majesty  had  talked  with  him  an  hour  and  quarter  at  once.' 
[ITourteen  years  hence,  he  dismissed  Mirabeau  in  half  an  hour; 
which  was  itself  a  good  allowance.] 

"Sunday  27th,  I  left  Potsdam,  with  my  kind  Meckels,  in  an 
enthusiasm  of  admiration,  astonishment,  love  and  gratitude ; 
wrote  to  the  King  from  Berlin,  sent  him  a  Tissot's  Book 
(marked  on  the  margins  for  Majesty's  use),  which  he  acknowl- 
edged by  some  word  to  Catt ;  whereupon  I "  —  In  short,  I  got 
home  to  Hanover,  in  a  more  or  less  seraphic  condition,  —  "  with 
indescribable,  unspeakable,"  what  not,  —  early  in  November ; 
and,  as  a  healed  man,  never  more  troubled  with  that  disorder, 
though  still  troubled  with  many  and  many,  endeavored  to  get 
a  little  work  out  of  myself  again.^ 

"Zimmermann  was  tall,  handsome  of  shape;  his  exterior 
was  distinguished  and  imposing,"  says  Jdrdens.'  "  He  had  a 
firm  and  light  step ;  stood  gracefully ;  presented  himself  welL 

^  Zimmennaim,  Meine  Unterredungen  (Dialogaes)  with  Friedriek  the  Ormi 
(Sro,  Leipzig,  1788),  pp.  305-^20. 
3  Ubitupxiyp.  643. 
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He  had  a  fine  head ;  his  voioe  was  agreeable ;  and  intelleel 
sparkled  in  his  eyes : '' — had  it  not  been  for  those  dreadful 
hypochondrias,  and  confused  disasters,  a  veiy  pretty  man.  At 
the  time  of  this  first  visit  to  Friedrioh  he  is  48  years  of  age, 
and  Friedrich  is  on  the  borders  of  60.  Zimmermann,  with 
still  more  famous  Dialoguesy  will  reappear  on  us  from  HanoTor, 
on  a  sad  occasion !  Meanwhile,  few  weeks  after  hinii  here  is 
a  Visit  of  far  more  joyful  kind. 

Siiter  UlriqWy  QueefirDawager  of  Sweden^  reninU  her 
native  Place  (December,  1771-Augu8t,  1772). 

Prince  Henri  was  hardly  home  from  Petersburg  and  the 
Swedish  Visit,  when  poor  Adolf  Friedrich,  King  of  Sweden, 
died.^  A  very  great  and  sad  event  to  his  Queen,  who  had 
loved  her  old  man ;  and  is  now  left  solitary,  eclipsed,  in  di^ 
cumstances  greatly  altered  on  the  sudden.  In  regard  to  settle- 
ments,  Accession  of  the  new  Prince,  dowager  revenues  and 
the  like,  all  went  right  enough ;  which  was  some  alleviation, 
though  an  inconsiderable,  to  the  sorrowing  Widow.  Her 
two  Princes  were  absent,  touring  over  Europe,  when  their 
Father  died,  and  the  elder  of  them,  Karl  Oustav,  suddenly  saw 
himself  King.  They  were  in  no  breathless  haste  to  return ; 
visited  their  Uncle,  their  Prussian  kindred,  on  the  way,  and 
had  an  interesting  week  at  Potsdam  and  Berlin ; '  Karl  Oustav 
flying  diligently  about,  still  incognito,  as  ^  Graf  von  Ctothland," 
—  a  spirited  young  fellow,  perhaps  too  spirited; — and  did 
not  reach  home  till  May-day  was  come,  and  the  outburst  of 
the  Swedish  Summer  at  hand. 

Some  think  the  young  King  had  already  something  danger^ 
ous  and  serious  in  view,  and  wished  his  Mother  out  of  the  way 
for  a  time.  Certain  it  is  she  decided  on  a  visit  to  her  native 
Country  in  December  following :  arrived  accordingly,  Decem- 
ber  2d,  1771 ;  and  till  the  middle  of  August  next  was  a  shining 
phenomenon  in  the  Royal  House  and  upper  ranks  of  Berlin 
Society,  and  a  touching  and  interesting  one  to  the  busy  Fried- 
rioh himself,  as  may  be  supposed.    She  had  her  own  Apart- 

1  ISth  Febmary,  1771.  <  April  SSd-29th :  Bodenbtck*  UL  iS. 
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ments  and  Household  at  Berlin,  in  the  Palaoe  theze,  I  think; 

but  went  much  visiting  about,  and  receiving  many  viaitB,— 

fond  especially  of  literary  people. 

Friedrich's  notices  of  her  are  frequent  in  his  Letters  of  the 
time,  all  affectionate,  natural  and  reasonable.  Here  are  the 
first  two  I  meet  with :  To  the  Electress  of  Saxony  (three  weeks 
after  Ulrique's  arrival) ;  '<  A  thousand  excuses,  Mju^am^  for  not 
answering  sooner  I  What  will  plead  for  me  with  a  Princess 
who  so  well  knows  the  duties  of  friendship,  is,  that  I  have 
been  occupied  with  the  reception  of  a  Sister,  who  has  oome  to 
seek  consolation  in  the  bosom  of  her  kindred  for  the  loss  of  a 
loved  Husband,  the  remembrance  of  whom  saddens  and  afflicts 
her."  And  again,  two  months  later:  '^  .  .  .  Your  Boyal 
Highness  deigns  to  take  so  obliging  an  interest  in  the  visit 
I  have  had  [and  still  have]  from  the  Queen  of  Sweden.  I  be- 
held her  as  if  raised  from  the  dead  to  me ;  for  an  absence  of 
eight-and-twenty  years,  in  the  short  space  of  our  duration,  is 
almost  equivalent  to  death.  She  arrived  among  us,  still  in 
great  affliction  for  the  loss  she  had  had  of  the  King ;  and  I 
tried  to  distract  her  sad  thoughts  by  all  the  dissipations  pos- 
sible. It  is  only  by  dint  of  such  that  one  compels  the  mind 
to  shift  away  from  the  fatal  idea  where  grief  has  fixed  it :  this 
is  not  the  work  of  a  day,  but  of  time,  which  in  the  end  suc- 
ceeds in  everything.  I  congratulate  your  Koyal  Highness  on 
your  Journey  to  Bavaria  [on  a  somewhat  similar  errand,  we 
may  politely  say] ;  where  you  will  find  yourself  in  the  bosom 
of  a  Family  that  adores  you : "  after  which,  and  the  sight  of 
old  scenes,  how  pleasant  to  go  on  to  Italy,  as  you  propose !  ^ 

Queen  Ulrique  —  a  solid  and  ingenuous  character  (in  child- 
hood a  favorite  of  her  Father's,  so  rational,  truthful  and  of 
silent  staid  ways)  — appears  to  have  been  popular  in  the  Ber- 
lin circles ;  pleasant  and  pleased,  during  these  eight  months. 
Formey,  especially  Thi^bault,  are  copious  on  this  Visit  of  hers ; 
and  give   a  number  of  insipid  Anecdotes;   How  there  was 

^(Euvresde  FrSdMe.xxW.  230,235.  "  24th  December,  1771/"*  Febmaiy, 
1772."  See  also, "  EpHre  a  la  Reine  Douairihre  de  Sukde  "  (Poem  on  the  TroablM 
she  has  had  :  (Euvres  de  FrSdiric^  xiii.  74, "  written  in  December,  1770  "),  and 
Venkla  Rane  de  Suide,"  "  January,  1771  "  (ib.  79). 
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solemn  Session  of  the  Academy  made  for  her,  a  Paper  of  the 
King's  to  be  read  there,^  —  reading  beautifully  done  by  me, 
Thiebault  (one  of  my  main  functions,  this  of  reading  the 
King's  Academy  Papers,  and  my  dates  of  them  always  cor- 
rect) ;  how  Thiebault  was  invited  to  dinner  in  consequence,  and 
again  invited ;  how  Formey  dined  with  her  Majesty '' twenty-five 
times;"  and  ''preached  to  her  in  the  Palace,  August  19th'' 
(should  be  August  9th) :  insipid  wholly,  vapid  and  stupid ; 
descriptive  of  nothing,  except  of  the  vapidities  and  vanities 
of  certain  persons.  Leaving  these,  we  will  take  an  Excerpt, 
probably  our  last,  from  authentic  Biisching,  which  is  at  least 
to  be  depended  on  for  perfect  accuracy,  and  has  a  feature  or 
two  of  portraiture. 

Biisching,  for  the  last  five  or  six  years,  is  home  from  Russia ; 
comfortably  established  here  as  Gonsistorialrath,  much  con- 
oemed  with  School-Superintendence ;  still  more  with  Ow^g^raphy^ 
with  copious  rugged  Literature  of  the  undigested  kind  :  a  man 
well  seen  in  society ;  has  ''six  families  of  rank  which  invite 
him  to  dinner; "  all  the  dining  he  is  equal  to,  with  so  much 
undigested  writing  on  his  hands.  Biisdiing^  in  his  final  Sec- 
tion, headed  Berlin  lAftj  Section  more  incondite  even  than  its 
f oregoers,  has  this  passage :  — 

"  On  the  Queen-Dowager  of  Sweden,  Louise  Ulrique's,  com^ 
ing  to  Berlin,  I  felt  not  a  little  embarrassed.  The  case  was 
this :  Most  part  of  the  Sixth  Volume  of  my  Magazine  [merito- 
rious curious  Book,  sometimes  quoted  by  us  here,  not  yet 
known  in  English  Libraries]  was  printed ;  and  in  it,  in  the 
printed  part,  were  various  things  that  concerned  the  deceased 
Sovereign,  King  Adolf  Friedrich,  and  his  Spouse  [now  come  to 
visit  us],  —  and  among  these  were  Articles  which  the  then  rul- 
ing party  in  Sweden  could  certainly  not  like.  And  now  I  was 
afraid  these  people  would  come  upon  the  false  notion,  that  it 
was  from  the  Queen-Dowager  I  had  got  the  Articles  in  ques- 
tion;—  notion  altogether  false,  as  they  had  been  furnished 
me  by  Baron  Korf  [well  known  to  Hordt  and  others  of  us,  at 

1  "  Ditetmn  de  fUtOii^de*  Sciences  el  de»  Ann  datu  vn  Etat "  (in  (EuvrcM  da 
Fridhk,  iz.  IMot  leq.) :  rMd  " 27tb  Jvioarj,  1772."  Fermtj,  u.  16, 4t.  4e. 
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Petenborg,  in  the  Czar-Peter  time],  now  Bussian  Mfnirtif 
Copenhagen.  However,  when  Duke  Friedrich  of  Bmimil^  . 
[one  of  ^e  juniors,  soldiering  here  with  his  Uncle,  aa  ^  '. 
almost  all  are]  wrote  to  me,  one  day.  That  his  Lady  Aimfc 
Queen  of  Sweden  invited  me  to  dine  with  her  to-moRow,  i.^ 
that  he,  the  Duke,  would  introduce  me,  —  I  at  once  deoidfr^~ 
lay  my  embarrassment  before  the  Queen  herself. 

''  Next  day,  when  I  was  presented  to  her  Majesty,  she  tool    ^ 
by  the  hand,  and  led  me  to  a  window  [as  was  her  custom  *~  "^ 
guests  whom  she  judged  to  be  worth  questioning  and  tAlVit^  ^  ^ 
and  so  placed  herself  in  a  comer  there  that  I  came  to  r^^ 
close  before  her ;  when  she  did  me  the  honor  to  ask  a  |  ^ 
many  questions  about  Russia,  the  Imperial  Court  espee:    "^ 
and  most  of  all  the  Grand-Duke  [Czar  Paul  that  is  to  t  '^"-- 
a  kind  of  kinsman  he,  his  poor  Father  was  my  late  Hnab'    -> 
Cousin-german,  as  perhaps  you  know].    A  great  deal  of 
was  spent  in  this  way;  so  that  the  Princes  and  Prinor   •.. 
punctual  to  invitation,  had  to  wait  above  half  an  hour  ^'"' 
and  the  Queen  was  more  than  once  informed  that  dinnr  -  /- 
on  the  table  and  getting  cold.    I  could  get  nothing  of  my  ^: 
mentioned  here ;  all  I  could  do  was  to  draw  back,  in  a ' 
way,  so  soon  as  the  Queen  would  permit :  and  afterwar 
table,  to  explain  with   brevity  my  concern  about  whai 
printed  in  the  Magazine  ;  and  request  the  Queen  to  penr     _ 
to  send  it  her  to  read  for  herself.    She  had  it,  according) 
same  afternoon. 

''A  few  days  after,  she  invited  me  again ;  again  spok 
me  a  long  while  in  the  window  embrasure,  in  a  low  t 
voice  :  confirmed  to  me  all  that  she  had  read,  —  and  in  p 
lar,  minutely  explained  that  Letter  of  the  King  [one 
Pieces]  in  which  he  relates  what  passed  between  him  and 
Tessin  [Son's  Tutor]  in  the  Queen's  Apartment.    At  tal 
very  soon  took  occasion  to  say :  *  I  cannot  imagine  to 
how  the  Herr  Consistorialrath  [BUsching,  to  wit]  has 
upon  that  Letter  of  my  deceased  Lord  the  King  of  8w* 
which  his  Majesty  did  write,  and  which  is  now  jnin 
your  Magazine.      For  certain,  the  King  showed  it  to  nt 
Whereupon  BUsching :  ^  Certainly ;  nor  is  that  to  be  imfl  ^^ 
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your  Majesty.  But  the  person  it  was  addressed  to  must 
have  shown  it ;  and  so  a  copy  of  it  has  come  to  my  hands.' 
Queen  still  expresses  her  wonder ;  whereupon  again,  BUsehingy 
with  a  courageous  candor:  ^Your  Majesty^  most  graciously 
permit  me  to  say^  that  hitherto  all  Swedish  secrets  of  Court 
or  State  hare  been  procurable  for  money  and  good  words ! ' 
The  Queen,  to  whom  I  sat  directly  opposite,  cast  down  her 
eyes  at  these  words  and  smiled;  —  and  the  Reichsrath  Graf 
Ton  Sohwerin  [a  Swedish  Gentleman  of  hers],  who  sat  at  my 
left,  seixed  me  by  the  hand,  and  said:  <  Alas,  that  is  true ! ' "  — 
Here  is  a  difficulty  got  over ;  Magazine  Number  can  come  out 
when  it  will.  As  it  did,  "  next  Easter-Fair,"  with  proper  indi 
ealions  and  tacit  proofs  that  the  Swedish  part  of  it  lay  printed 
eereral  months  before  the  Queen's  arrival  in  our  neighbor- 
hood. 

BQsohing  dined  with  her  Majesty  several  times,  —  ^'eating 
notiiing,"  he  is  careful  to  mention  and  was  careful  to  show  her 
Majesty,  ^  except,  very  gradually,  a  small  bit  of  bread  soaked 
in  a  glass  of  wine  I "  —  meaning  thereby,  "  Note,  ye  great  ones, 
it  is  not  for  your  dainties ;  in  fact,  it  is  out  of  loyal  politeness 
mainly ! "  the  gloomily  humble  man. 

''One  time,  the  Queen  asked  me,  in  presence  of  various 
Princes  and  Princesses  of  the  Royal  House :  'Do  you  think  it 
advisable  to  enlighten  the  Lower  Classes  by  education  ? '  To 
which  I  answered :  '  Considering  only  under  what  heavy  loads 
a  man  of  the  Lower  Classes,  especially  of  the  Peasant  sort, 
has  to  struggle  through  his  life,  one  would  think  it  was  better 
neither  to  increase  his  knowledge  nor  refine  his  sensibility. 
But  when  one  reflects  that  he,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Higher 
(Masses,  is  to  last  through  Eternity ;  and  withal  that  good  in- 
struetioQ  may  [or  might,  if\t  be  not  bad']  increase  his  practical 
mtelligence,  and  help  him  to  methods  of  alleviating  himself 
in  this  world,  it  must  be  thought  advisable  to  give  him  useful 
enlightenment.'  The  Queen  accorded  with  this  view  of  the 
matter. 

''Twice  I  dined  with  her  Majesty  at  her  Sister,  Princeei 
Aaelili,  the  Abbess  of  Quedlinburg's  :  —  and  the  seeond  tina 
[must  have  been  Summer,  1772],  Professor  Snlaei^  who 
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also  a  guest,  caught  his  death  there.  When  I  entered  the 
reception-room,  Sulzer  was  standing  in  the  middle  of  a 
thorough-draught,  which  they  had  managed  to  have  there,  on 
account  of  the  great  heat ;  and  he  had  just  arriyed,  all  in  a 
perspiration,  from  the  Thiergarten :  I  called  him  out  of  the 
draught, but  it  wastoo  late/'^  Ach^meinUeber  SuUser^ — Alas, 
dear  Sulzer;  seriously  this  time ! 

BUsching  has  a  great  deal  to  say  about  Schools,  about  the 
**  School  Commission  1765,'^  the  subjects  taught,  the  methods 
of  teaching  devised  by  Bttsching  and  others,  and  the  Eing^s 
continual  exertions,  under  deficient  funds,  in  this  province  of 
his  affairs.  BUsching  had  unheard-of  difficulty  to  rebuild  the 
old  Gymnasium  at  Berlin  into  a  new.  Tried  eveiybody ;  tried 
the  King  thrice  over,  but  nobody  would.  '^  One  of  the  persons 
I  applied  to  was  Lieutenant-General  von  Bamin,  GrOYemor  of 
Berlin  [surliest  of  mankind,  of  whose  truculent  incivility  there 
go  many  anecdotes] ;  to  Eamin  I  wrote,  entreating  that  he 
would  take  a  good  opportunity  and  suggest  a  new  Town 
Schoolhouse  to  his  Majesty:  'Ezcellenz,  it  will  render  yon 
immortal  in  the  annals  of  Berlin ! '  To  which  Bamin  made 
answer :  '  That  is  an  immortality  I  must  renounce  the  hope  o^ 
and  leave  to  the  Town-Syndics  and  yourself,  I,  for  my  own 
part,  will  by  no  means  risk  such  a  proposal  to  his  Majesty ; 
which  he  would,  in  all  likelihood,  answer  in  the  negative,  and 
receive  ill  at  anybody's  hands.'"*  By  subscriptions,  by  be- 
quests, donations  and  the  private  piety  of  individuals,  Btisching 
aiding  and  stirring,  the  thing  was  at  last  got  done.  Here  is 
another  glance  into  School-life ;  not  from  Bttsching :  — 

June  9f A,  1771.  "  This  Year  the  Stfinde  of  the  Kurmark 
find  they  have  an  overplus  of  100,000  thalers  (£15,000); 
which  sum  they  do  themselves  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to 
the  King  for  his  Majesty's  uses."  King  cannot  accept  it  for 
his  own  uses.  " This  money,"  answers  he  (9th  June),  "comes 
from  the  Province,  wherefore  I  feel  bound  to  lay  it  out  again 
for  advantage  of  the  Province.  Could  not  it  become  a  means 
of  getting  English  husbandry  [turnips  in  particular,  whether 
1  BflKhing;  Beitrage,  tL  57S-682.  *  Ib.TL  M8. 
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8boit4ionis  or  mci^  I  <&»  moit  biDfvrJI  nuttradmciol  imw*iM»ng  «ii  ?  l^t 
the  Towns  tioft  Mkm  Fammi^  <ckneiT,  or  in  Tiil-ifTTt  beka^ 
ing  to  unflMBerod  X4iBA»,  m-  wiXL  Ikead  osi  i&ffiii  £iSJ(MMK.ait 
4  per  eent»  in  ecmvcBBaiit;  sbbs  for  tioft  €»bjjedt:  k»elir  will 
tamip-eahxie  jand  loltiftaon  be  inoa^afied  ibs  ;  intteKsft  at  4  per 
cent  brings  vts  in  £fSf0»  irniwalllly;  aad  tku  we  will  l«r  ondt  in 
establishing  new  SrifciiwiJhnBMteBS  in  Ike  Knnmk,  and  hari^g 
the  youth  be«Ser  cuthnratyd ""  What  a  pRtty  iden;  aeat  aal 
beantifiil,  IdlliBg  two  iupcwtant  Inds  with  one  ■mt  snail 
stone!  I  have  known  cnomoos  mtr'^ halli  and  j^^^ 
blocks^  toncnt  afiber  ttncnt,  shot  ont  nnAer  odKr  kinds  of 
Finanoe-gnnnery,  that  were  not  onlj  leni  leiiiftlahiej  but  thaJt 
were  abominaULe  to  ne  in  cwparwon, 

UnfaiekilT.  no  XoUn  were  foond  indined;  Kngiirsh  Hnn- 
faandiy  [""  Tmrm^  ^  and  the  rest  of  it]  had  to  wait  their  tuML 
The  King  again  wiitos:  ^Xo  Xobles  to  be  fiiand,  saf  jon? 
Well;  pot  tbe  BlSfiOO  to  interest  in  Ike  eoasnan  vaj,— 
that  the  Srhwil laasleis  at  least  auj  hare  solaeement:  I  will 
add  120  thalos  {BIS)  apoece,  that  we  inaj  haTe  a  ehanee  of 
getting  better  Sehooiattsters; — send  me  List  of  the  Plaeea 
where  the  wont  are.^  Lut  was  sent ;  is  still  extant ;  and  on 
the  margin  of  iL  in  Bojal  Autograph,  thisremaik:  — 

''The  Flaoes  are  wen  selected.  The  bnd  Schoolmasters  are 
mostlj  Tukxs;  and  jon  most  see  whether  they  cinnat  be  got 
remored  to  little  Towns,  and  set  to  tailoring  again,  or  other- 
wise disposed  of.  that  our  Schools  mi^it  the  sooner  rise  into 
good  eondition,  which  is  an  interesting  thing.*^  ''Eager 
always  our  llaster  is  to  hare  the  Schooling  of  his  People 
improred  and  ereijwhere  diifosed.^  writes,  some  years  afuetr- 
wards,  the  excellent  Zedlitr.  af&cially  ^Minister  of  Pablie 
Jostioe,"  but  mnch  and  meritoriously  ooneemed  with  School 
matters  as  welL  The  Kicg-'s  ideas  were  of  the  best^  and 
Zedlitz  sometimes  bad  fine  hopes ;  bat  the  want  of  funds  was 
always  great. 

^'In  1779,"^  says  Preuss,  ""  there  came  a  sad  blow  to  Zedlhz's 
hopes ;  Minister  ron  Brenkenhof  [deep  in  West-Preussen  cazuJ- 
diggings  and  expenditures]  baring  suggested.  That  instead  of 
getting  P^msinns,  the  Old  Soldiers  should  be  pot  to  keeping 
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Bchool."  Do  but  fancy  it ;  poor  old  fellows,  little  Yened  in 
scholastics  hitherto  !  '^Friedrich^  in  his  pinch,  grasped  at  the 
small  help;  wrote  to  the  War-Department:  'Send  me  a  List 
of  Invalids  who  are  fit  [or  at  least  fittest]  to  be  School- 
masters.' And  got  thereupon  a  list  of  74,  and  afterwards  5 
more  [79  Inralids  in  all];  War-Department  adding,  That 
besides  these  scholastic  sort,  there  were  741  serving  as  Bud- 
ner  [Turnpike-keepers,  in  a  sort],  as  Forest-watchers  and  the 
like ;  and  3,443  unversorgt "  (shifting  for  themselves,  no  pro- 
vision made  for  them  at  aJl),  —  such  the  check,  by  cold  arith- 
metic and  inexorable  finance,  upon  the  genial  current  of  the 
soul!  — 

The  Turnips,  I  believe,  got  gradually  In ;  and  Brandenburg, 
in  our  day,  is  a  more  and  more  beautifully  farmed  Country. 
Nor  were  the  Schoolmasters  unsuccessful  at  all  points ;  though 
I  cannot  report  a  complete  educational  triumph  on  those  ex- 
tremely limited  terms.^ 

Queen  XJlrique  left,  I  think,  on  the  9th  of  August,  1772; 
there  is  sad  farewell  in  Friedrich's  Letter  next  day  to  Princess 
Sophie  Albertine,  the  Queen's  Daughter,  subsequently  Abbess 
of  Quedlinburg :  he  is  just  setting  out  on  his  Silesian  Reviews ; 
"  shall,  too  likely,  never  see  your  good  Mamma  again."  ■  Poor 
King ;  Berlin  City  is  sound  asleep,  while  he  rushes  through  it 
on  this  errand,  —  "  past  the  Princess  Amelia's  window,"  in  the 
dead  of  night ;  and  takes  to  humming  tender  strophes  to  her 
too ;  which  gain  a  new  meaning  by  their  date.* 

Ten  days  afterwards  (19th  August,  1772),  —  Queen  Ulrique 
not  yet  home,  —  her  Son,  the  spirited  Ring  Gustav  III.,  at 
Stockholm  had  made  what  in  our  day  is  called  a  '^stroke  of 
state,"  —  put  a  thorn  in  the  snout  of  his  monster  of  a  Senate, 
namely :  "  Less  of  palaver,  venality  and  insolence,  from  you, 
Sirs ;  we  '  restore  the  Constitution  of  1680,'  and  are  something 
of  a  King  again!"    Done  with  considerable  dexteri^  and 

1  PreuBS,  iii.  115,  118,  &c. 

«  "Potsdam,  10th  AugnBt,  1772 : "  (Euvres  de  Ft^dSrie,  xxrii.  ii  93. 
*  **A  ma  Scntr  AmiUe,  en  poMsant,  la  nuU,  torn  wafinitn^  pour  4dUr  m  SiUtit 
{Am  1773) : "  (EwnM  de  FrMHc,  xiu.  77. 
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killed  'ir  jmsL  And  inzelr  is 
in*]t:  k  ,;reflt  ifiaL  if  ^Joibr  m  'iutir  ^^«*»-.  — annmittL 
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LauBanne  (July,  1773)  to  consult  Tissot^  a  renowned  Physiouui 
of  those  days.  From  Lausanne,  after  two  months,  she  yisitei 
Voltaire  at  Femey.    Bead  this  Letter  of  Voltaire's :  — 

To  Mizabeth  Frederike  Sophie,  Dwcheas  of  Wurtemberg 

(at  Lausanne). 

"  Fbxhbt,  lOth  July,  177S. 

'<  Madam,  —  I  am  informed  that  your  most  Serene  Highnagg 
has  deigned  to  remember  that  I  was  in  the  world.  It  is  very 
sad  to  be  there,  without  paying  you  my  court.  I  nerer  felt 
so  cruelly  the  sad  state  to  which  old  age  and  maladies  have 
reduced  me. 

'^  I  neyer  saw  you  except  as  a  child  [1743,  her  age  then  10] : 
but  you  were  certainly  the  beautifulest  child  in  Europe.  May 
you  be  the  happiest  Princess  [alas !],  as  you  deserve  to  be! 
I  was  attached  to  Madam  the  Margravine  [your  dear  Mother] 
with  equal  devotedness  and  respect ;  and  I  had  the  honor  to 
be  pretty  deep  in  her  confidence,  for  some  time  before  this 
world,  which  was  not  worthy  of  her,  had  lost  that  adorable 
Princess.  You  resemble  her;  —  but  don't  resemble  her  in 
feebleness  of  health !  You  are  in  the  flower  of  your  age  [com- 
ing forty,  I  should  fear] :  let  such  bright  flower  lose  nothing 
of  its  splendor ;  may  your  happiness  be  able  to  equal  [/mtsM 
egaler]  your  beauty;  may  all  your  days  be  serene,  and  the 
sweets  of  friendship  add  a  new  charm  to  them  I  These  are  my 
wishes ;  they  are  as  lively  as  my  regrets  at  not  being  at  your 
feet.  What  a  consolation  it  would  be  for  me  to  speak  of  your 
loving  Mother,  and  of  all  your  august  relatives !  Why  must 
Destiny  send  you  to  Lausanne  [consulting  Dr.  Tissot  there], 
and  hinder  me  from  flying  thither !  — Let  your  most  Serene 
Highness  deign  to  accept  the  profound  respect  of  the  old  mori- 
bund Philosopher  of  Femey.  — V."  * 

The  Answer  of  the  Princess,  or  farther  Correspondence 
on  the  matter,  is  not  given ;  evident  only  that  by  and  by,  as 
Voltaire  himself  will  inform  us,  she  did  appear  at  Femey ;  — 
and  a  certain  Swedish  tourist,  one  Bj5mstahl«  who  met  her 

1  (Ewvrtt  de  VoUaire,  jloL  331. 
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there,  enables  as  even  to  give  the  date.     He  reports  this 
anecdote :  — 

''At  supper,  on  the  evening  of  7th  September,  1773,  the 
Princess  sat  next  to  Voltaire,  who  always  addressed  her  '  Votre 
Altesse.'  At  last  the  Duchess  said  to  him,  '  Tu  es  man  papck^ 
je  suis  ta  filUy  ei  je  veux  etre  appeUe  ta  flUe*  Voltaire  took 
a  pencil  from  his  pocket,  asked  for  a  card,  and  wrote  upon 
it:  — 

*Ah,  It  beau  Hire  ^iie  ootiGk/ 

V€U9  m$  dovrntM  la  pnmikre  de$plaemf 
QtuUe/amiBe  favraU  th  ! 

Jt  BenuM  le  phre  dm  OrAoea* ^ 

He  gave  the  card  to  the  Princess,  who  embraced  and  kissed 
him  for  it."  • 

VoUaire  to  Friedrich  (a  fortnight  after). 

"  Fbbitbt,  29d  September,  1773. 

^  I  must  tell  you  that  I  have  felt,  in  these  late  days,  in  spite  of 
all  my  past  caprices,  how  much  I  am  attached  to  your  Majesty 
and  to  your  House.  Madam  the  Duchess  of  Wttrtemberg  hay- 
ing had,  like  so  many  others,  the  weakness  to  belieye  that 
health  is  to  be  found  at  Lausanne,  and  that  Dr.  Tissot  gives  it 
if  one  pay  him,  has,  as  you  know,  made  the  journey  to  Lau' 
sanne ;  and  I,  who  am  more  veritably  ill  thiui  she,  and  than 
all  the  Princesses  who  have  taken  Tissot  for  an  .^culapiui!^; 
had  not  the  strength  to  leave  my  home.  Madam  of  WUrtem- 
berg,  apprised  of  all  the  feelings  that  still  live  in  me  for  the 
memory  of  Madam  the  Margravine  of  Baireuth  her  Mother, 
has  deigned  to  visit  my  hermitage,  and  pass  two  days  with  us. 
I  should  have  recognized  her,  even  without  warning;  she  has 
the  turn  of  her  Mother's  face  with  your  eyes. 

"  You  Hero-people  who  govern  the  world  don't  allow  your- 
selves to  be  subdued  by  feelings ;  you  have  them  all  the  same 
as  we,  but  you  maintain  your  decorum.  We  other  petty  mor- 
tals yield  to  all  our  impressions  :  I  set  myself  to  cry,  in  speak- 
ing to  her  of  you  and  of  Madam  the  Princess  her  Mother ;  and 

1  (Ewrt»  dt  Voltaire,  xriii.  342. 

•  VthM,  GttdMu  der  DeuUdken  Hdfe  (Hamburg,  1S53),  xxt.  252,  Sftl. 


344  AFTERNOON  AND  EVENING.  BooeXXL 

SepuDecmi 

she  too,  thougli  she  is  Niece  of  the  first  Captain  in  Europe^ 
could  not  restrain  her  tears.  It  appears  to  me,  that  she 
has  the  talent  (esprit)  and  the  graces  of  your  House;  and 
that  especially  she  is  more  attached  to  you  than  to  her 
Husband  [I  should  think  so !].  She  returns,  I  belieTe,  to 
Baireuth,  — 

—  [No  Mother,  no  Father  there  now :  foolish  Uncle  of  Ans- 
pach  died  long  ago,  "  3d  August,  1757 ; "  Aunt  Dowager  of 
Anspach  gone  to  Erlangen,  I  hope,  to  Feuchtwang,  Schwabach 
or  Schwaningen,  or  some  Widow^s-Mansion  "  WittwensUz  "  of 
her  own ;  ^  reigning  Son,  with  his  French-Actress  equipments, 
being  of  questionable  figure],  — 

—  "  returns,  I  believe,  to  Baireuth ;  where 
she  will  find  another  Princess  of  a  different  sort;  I  mean 
Mademoiselle  Glairon,  who  cultivates  Natural  History,  and  is 
Lady  Philosopher  to  Monseigneur  the  Margraf,"  —  high-roug^ 
Tragedy-Queen,  rather  tyrannous  upon  him,  they  say ;  a  young 
man  destined  to  adorn  Hammersmith  by  and  by,  and  not  go  a 
good  road. 

...  ''I  renounce  my  beautiful  hopes  of  seeing  the  Mahome- 
tans driven  out  of  Europe,  and  Athens  become  again  the  Seat 
of  the  Muses.  Neither  you  nor  the  Kaiser  are"  —  are  in- 
clined in  the  Crusading  way  at  all.  ..."  The  old  sick  man 
of  Femey  is  always  at  the  feet  of  your  Majesty;  he  feels 
very  sorry  that  he  cannot  talk  of  you  farther  with  Madam 
the  Duchess  of  WUrtemberg,  who  adores  you.  —  Le  Vieux 
MaladeP  « 

To  which  Friedrich  makes  answer:  "If  it  is  forevennoie 
forbidden  me  to  see  you  again,  I  am  not  the  less  glad  that  the 
Duchess  of  WUrtemberg  has  seen  you.  I  should  certainly 
have  mixed  my  tears  with  yours,  had  I  been  present  at  that 
touching  scene !  Be  it  weakness,  be  it  excess  of  regard,  I  have 
built  for  her  lost  Mother,  what  Cicero  projected  for  his  Tullia, 
a  Temple  of  Friendship  :  her  Statue  occupies  the  back- 
ground, and  on  each  pillar  stands  a  mask  {mcLScarori)  containing 

^  LiTed,  finally  at  Schwaningen,  in  sight  of  nnch  viciflsitndes  and  folUtf 
round  her,  till  "  4th  February,  17S4  "  (Rodenbeck,  iii.  904). 
*  (EwrrtM  dt  VoUairt,  xdl  990. 
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tbt  But  of  aoma  Hezo  in  Friendship:  I  send  70a  the  draw- 
mg  of  ifcL"  ^  Which  again  sets  Voltaire  weepings  and  will  the 
vhfin  she  aees  it.' 


We  said  there  hitherto  was  nearly  nothing  anywhere  dis- 
eevoahijft  aa  Histoary  of  this  high  Lady  but  the  dates  only  ; 
Ane  we  now  gi^e.  She  was  "bom  30th  Aogust,  1732,^  — 
Iht  Mathnr^a  and  Father^s  one  Child ; —  four  years  older  than 
Iht  Anapofih  Couain,  who  inherited  Bairenth  too^  and  finished 
cff  that  foiealogy.  She  was  ^  wedded  26th  September,  1748 ; " 
her  age  then  about  16  j  her  gloomy  Duke  of  WOrtemberg,  age 
20^  all  aonshine  and  goodness  to  her  then :  she  was  "  divorced 
inl75T:"  '^died  6th  April,  1780/'  — Tradition  says,"  in  great 
tWPieftj  [gveat  for  her  rank,  I  suppose,  proud  as  she  might  be, 
iad  above  complaining],  —  at  Neustadt-on-the-Aiach  ^  (in  the 
Siftmberg  region),  whither  she  had  retired,  I  know  not  how 
kmg  altar  heir  Papa's  death  and  Cousin*s  aooessicxi.  She  is 
boond  for  her  Cousin's  Court,  we  observe,  just  now ;  and,  oon- 
iMiiiing  her  Cousin's  ways  and  her  own  turn  of  mind»  it  is 
Baay  to  &acy  she  had  not  a  pleasant  time  there* 

Tradition  tells  us,  credibly  enough, ''  She  was  very  like  her 
Miotlier :  beautiful,  much  the  lady  (roa  feitum  Tam\  and  of  ener^ 
getie  diaraeter ; "  and  adds,  probably  on  slight  foundation,  ^  but 
wmrj  eold  and  proud  towards  the  people.'*  *  Many  Books  will 
iniotm  you  how, ''  On  first  entering  Stuttgard,  when  the  reign^ 
ing  Duke  and  she  were  met  by  a  party  of  congratulatory  peas* 
aat  women  dressed  in  their  national  costume,  she  said  to  her 
Duke,"  being  then  only  sixteen,  poor  young  soul,  and  on  her 
marnage-joumey,  '^ '  Was  mil  da»  Gtschmeiu  (Why  does  that 
rabUe  bore  us) ! ' "  This  is  probably  the  main  foundation. 
That  ^her  Ladies,  on  approaching  her,  had  always  to  kiss  the 
hem  of  her  gown,"  lay  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  being  then 
the  rule  to  people  of  her  rank.  Beautiful  Unfortunate,  adieu ; 
—and  be  Voltaire  thanked,  too  I  — 

>  *PMidsm,i4th  October,  177S:''(Eiipr«i  A /Wdl6ie,zxm.  959  ;»<'T^^ 
pb**  WM  boOt  in  176S  (lb.  p.  S59  n.). 

s  VoUain's  next  Letter :  (Emotm  dt  VoUmre,  xcii.  434. 
•  Yehiib  axT.  S5l. 
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It  18  long  since  we  have  seen  Voltaire  before: — a  pros* 
perons  Lord  at  Femej  these  dozen  years  ('^the  only  man  in 
France  that  lires  like  a  grand  Seigneur,^^  says  Cardinal  Bemis 
to  him  once  ^) ;  doing  great  things  for  the  Pays  de  Grex  and  for 
France^  and  for  Europe;  delivering  the  Calases,  the  Sirvens 
and  the  Oppressed  of  various  kinds;  especially  ardent  npon 
the  Infdmey  as  the  real  business  Heaven  has  assigned  him  in 
his  Day^  the  sunset  of  which,  and  Night  wherein  no  man  can 
work,  he  feels  to  be  hastening  on.  "Couldn't  we,  the  few 
Faithful,  go  to  Cleve  in  a  body  ?  "  thinks  he  at  one  time :  "To 
Cleve ;  and  there,  as  from  a  safe  place,  under  the  Philosophev 
King,  shoot  out  our  fiery  artilleries  with  effect  ?  "  The  Phi- 
losopher King  is  perfectly  willing,  "provided  you  don't  involve 
me  in  Wars  with  my  neighbors."  Willing  enough  he;  but 
they  the  Faithful  —  alas,  the  Patriarch  finds  that  they  have 
none  of  his  own  heroic  ardor,  and  that  the  thing  cannot  be  done. 
Upon  which,  "struck  with  sorrow,"  say  his  Biographers,  "he 
writes  nothing  to  Friedrich  for  two  years."  * 

The  truth  is,  he  is  growing  very  old ;  and  though  a  piercing 
radiance,  as  of  stars,  bursts  occasionally  from  the  central  part 
of  him,  the  outworks  are  getting  decayed  and  dim ;  obstruction 
more  and  more  accumulating,  and  the  immeasurable  Night 
drawing  nigh.  Well  does  Voltaire  himself,  at  all  moments, 
know  this ;  and  his  bearing  under  it,  one  must  say,  is  rathei 
beautiful.  There  is  a  tenderness,  a  sadness,  in  these  his  later 
Letters  to  Friedrich ;  instead  of  emphasis  or  strength,  a  beauti- 
ful shrill  melody,  as  of  a  woman,  as  of  a  child ;  he  grieves 
unappeasably  to  have  lost  Friedrich ;  never  will  forgive  Mau- 
pertuis :  —  poor  old  man  !  Friedrich  answers  in  a  much  live- 
lier, more  robust  tone :  friendly,  encouraging,  communicative 
on  small  matters  ;  —  full  of  praises,  —  in  fact,  sincerely  glad 
to  have  such  a  transcendent  genius  still  alive  with  him  in  this 
world.  Praises  to  the  most  liberal  pitch  everything  of  Vol- 
taire's, — except  only  the  Article  on  War,  which  occasionally  (as 
below)  he  quizzes  a  little,  to  the  Patriarch  or  his  Disciple. 

1  Their  Correspondence,  really  pretty  of  its  kind,  used  to  circnlata  if  a 
ieparate  Volume  in  the  years  then  snhfieqaent. 

*  "Not.  1769/'  recommences  ((Euvres  de  FrMMc,  zxiii.  140, 139). 
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As  we  have  room  for  nothing  of  all  this^  and  perhaps  shall 
lOt  see  Voltaire  again, — there  are  Two  actual  Interviews  with 
im,  which,  being  withal  by  Englishmen,  though  otherwise  not 
pod  for  much,  we  intend  for  readers  here.  In  these  last 
wenty  years  D'Alembert  is  Friedrich's  chief  Correspondent. 
H  lyAlembert  to  the  King,  it  may  be  or  may  not,  some  oppor- 
unity  will  rise  for  a  specimen;  meanwhile  here  is  a  short 
jetter  of  the  King's  to  D'Alembert,  through  which  there  pass 
o  many  threads  of  contemporaneous  flying  cTcnts  (swift  shut- 
les  on  the  loud-sounding  Loom  of  Time),  that  we  are  tempted 
o  give  this,  before  the  two  Interviews  in  question. 

Date  of  the  Letter  is  two  months  after  that  apparition  of  the 
>uches8  of  Wttrtemberg  at  Femey.  Of  "CriUon,"  an  ingen- 
ous  enough  young  Soldier,  rushing  ardently  about  the  world 
n  his  holiday  time,  we  have  nothing  to  say,  except  that  he  is 
(on  of  that  Eossbach  Crillon,  who  always  fancies  to  himself 
hat  once  he  perhaps  spared  Friedrich's  life  (by  a  glass  of  wine 
ndiciously  given)  long  since,  while  the  Bridge  of  Weissenfels 
ras  on  fire,  and  Rossbach  close  ahead.  ^  Colonel  ^'Quibert"  is 
Aother  Soldier,  still  young,  but  of  much  superior  type ;  greatly 
Ai  admirer  of  Friedrich,  and  subsequently  a  Writer  upon 
dm.' 

In  regard  to  the  <'  Landgravine  of  Darmstadt,"  notice  these 
)oints.  First,  that  her  eldest  Daughter  is  Wife,  second  Wife, 
0  the  dissolute  Crown-Prince  of  Prussia ;  and  then,  that  she 
las  Three  other  Daughters, — one  of  whom  has  just  been  dis- 
osed  of  in  an  important  way ;  wedded  to  the  Czarowitsh  Paul 
f  Russia,  namely.  By  Friedrich's  means  and  management, 
B  Friedrich  informs  us.*  The  Czarina,  he  says,  had  sent  out 
confidential  Gentleman,  one  Asseburg,  who  was  Prussian  by 
irth,  to  seek  a  fit  Wife  for  her  Son :  Friedrich,  hearing  of  this, 
uggested  to  Asseburg,  ^^The  Landgravine  of  Darmstadt,  the 
lost  distinguished  and  accomplished  of  Qerman  PrinoeeseSy 

^  Snpiity  X.  6. 

>  Of  Goibert'B  yisit  to  Friedrich  (Jane,  1773),  see  PraoH,  ir.  114; 
«ek,  ill.  80. 
•  (EuoreB  de  Fridiiric,  {MSmoiru  de  17B3  jutqu'h  1775),  ▼!.  ST. 
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has  three  marriageable  Daughters ;  her  eldest^  married  to  our 
Grown-Prmce,  will  be  Queen  of  Prussia  in  time  coming  ;^- 
suppose  now,  one  of  tlie  others  were  to  be  Czarina  of  Bossia 
withal  ?  Think,  might  it  not  be  useful  both  to  your  native 
Country  and  to  your  adopted?"  Asseburg  took  the  hint*, 
reported  at  Petersburg,  That  of  all  marriageable  Prinoesaes  in 
Germany,  the  Three  of  Darmstadt,  one  or  the  other  of  them, 
would,  in  his  humble  opinion,  be  the  eligiblest.  *^  Could  not 
we  persuade  you  to  come  to  Petersburg,  MMa")  Landgra- 
vine ?  "  wrote  the  Czarina  thereupon :  "  Do  us  the  honor  of 
a  visit,  your  three  Princesses  and  you!"  The  Landgravine 
and  Daughters,  with  decent  celerity,  got  under  way;*  Czaro- 
witsh  Paul  took  interesting  survey,  on  their  arrival;  and  about 
two  months  ago  wedded  the  middle  one  of  the  three: — and 
here  is  the  victorious  Landgravine  bringing  home  the  other 
two.  Czarowitsh's  fair  one  did  not  live  long,  nor  behave  well: 
died  of  her  first  child ;  and  Czarowitsh,  in  1776,  had  to  apply 
to  us  again  for  a  Wife,  whom  this  time  we  fitted  better.  Hap- 
pily, the  poor  victorious  Landgravine  was  gone  before  anything 
of  this ;  she  died  suddenly  five  months  hence ;  ^  nothing  doubt- 
ing of  her  Russian  Adventure.  She  was  an  admired  Prinoess 
of  her  time,  die  grosse  Landgrdfin^  as  Goethe  somewhere  calls 
her ;  much  in  Friedrich's  esteem,  — femina  sexu,  ingenio  vir,  ai 
the  Monument  he  raised  to  her  at  Darmstadt  still  bears.* 

Friedrich  to  UAlembeH. 

"Potsdam,  16th  December,  1771, 
"  M.  de  Crillon  delivered  me  your  CrUlonade  [lengthy  Letter 
of  introduction] ;  which  has  completed  me  in  the  History  of  all 
the  Crillons  of  the  County  of  Avignon.  He  does  n't  stop  here; 
he  is  soon  to  be  off  for  Russia ;  so  that  I  will  take  him  on  yoor 
word,  and  believe  him  the  wisest  of  all  the  Crillons :  assuring 
myself  that  you  have  measured  and  computed  all  his  curves, 
and  angles  of  incidence.     He  will  find  Diderot  and  Grimm  in 

1  Passed  through  BerliD  16th-19th  May,  1773 :  Rodenbeck,  iii.  7a 

•  30th  March,  1774. 

*  (Enures  de  FrSderfc,  xx.  183  n.    His  Correspondence  with  her  is  lb.  zzni 
ii.  135-153 ;  and  goes  from  1757  to  1774. 
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BuflBia  [famous  visit  of  Diderot]^  all  occupied  with  Hk^  Czar- 
ina's beaatifol  reception  of  them^  and  with  the  many  '«iiings 
worthy  of  admiration  which  they  have  seen  there.  Some  say 
Grimm  will  possibly  fix  himself  in  that  Country  [chose  better], 
*- which  will  be  the  asylum  at  once  of  your  fanatic  Chaumeixei 
and  of  the  EneyclopSdistes,  whom  he  used  to  denounce.  [This 
poor  Chaumeix  did,  after  such  feats,  "  die  peaceably  at  Moscow, 
as  a  Schoolmaster."] 

^  M.  de  Guibert  has  gone  by  Femey ;  where  it  is  said  Vol* 
taire  has  converted  him,  that  is,  has  made  him  renounce  the 
errors  of  ambition,  abjure  the  frightful  trade  of  hired  man« 
slayer,  with  intent  to  become  either  Capuchin  or  Philosophe ; 
so  that  I  suppose  by  this  time  he  will  have  published  a 
'Declaration '  like  Gresset,  informing  the  public  That,  having 
had  the  misfortune  to  write  a  Work  on  Tactics,  he  repented  it 
from  the  bottom  of  his  soul,  and  hereby  assured  mankind  that 
never  more  in  his  life  would  he  give  rules  for  butcheries, 
assassinations,  feints,  stratagems  or  the  like  abominations. 
At  to  me,  my  conversion  not  being  yet  in  an  advanced  stage, 
I  pray  you  to  give  me  details  about  Guibert's,  to  soften  my 
heart  and  penetrate  my  bowels. 

**  We  have  the  Landgravine  of  Darmstadt  here :  ^  no  end  to 
the  Landgravine's  praises  of  a  magnificent  Czarina,  and  of  all 
the  beautiful  and  grand  things  she  has  founded  in  that  Coun- 
try. As  to  us,  who  live  like  mice  in  their  holes,  news  come 
to  us  only  from  mouth  to  mouth,  and  the  sense  of  hearing  is 
nothing  like  that  of  sight  I  cherish  my  wishes,  in  the  mean 
while,  for  the  sage  Anaxagoras  [my  D'Alembert  himself] ;  and 
I  say  to  Urania, '  It  is  for  thee  to  sustain  thy  foremost  Apostle, 
to  maintain  one  light,  without  which  a  great  Kingdom  [France] 
would  sink  into  darkness ; '  and  I  say  to  the  Supreme  Demiur- 
gns:  'Have  always  the  good  D'AIembert  in  thy  holy  and 
worthy  keeping.'  —  F."  ■ 

Tk4  Bo$Um  Tea  (same  day).  Curious  to  remark,  while 
Friedrich  is  writing  this  Letter,  ''  Thursday ^  Decernber  16^A, 
1773^''  what  a  commotion  is  going  on,  far  over  seas,  at  Boston, 

I  BSdnbeck,  UL  S9,  90.  >  (Ewm  de  FHdiric,  zxIt.  €14. 
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New  England,  —  in  the  '^  Old  South  Meeting-house  "  there;  in 
regard  to  three  English  Tea  Ships  that  are  lying  embargoed 
in  Griffin's  Wharf  for  above  a  fortnight  past.  The  case  is 
well  known,  and  still  memorable  to  mankind.  British  Parlia- 
ment, after  nine  years  of  the  saddest  haggling  and  baffling  to 
and  fro,  under  Constitutional  stress  of  weather,  and  such  east- 
winds  and  west-winds  of  Parliamentary  eloquence  as  seldom 
were,  has  made  up  its  mind,  That  America  shall  pay  duty  (m 
these  Teas  before  infusing  them :  and  America,  Boston  more 
especially,  is  tacitly  determined  that  it  will  not ;  and  that,  to 
avoid  mistakes,  these  Teas  shall  never  be  landed  at  alL  Such 
is  Boston's  private  intention,  more  or  less  fixed;  —  to  saj 
nothing  of  the  Philadelphias,  Charlestons,  New  Yorks,  who 
are  watching  Boston,  and  will  follow  suit  of  it. 

'^Sunday,  November  26th,  —  that  is,  nineteen  days  ago,^ 
the  first  of  these  Tea  Ships,  the  DartTiunith,  Captain  Hall, 
moored  itself  in  Griffin's  Wharf :  Owner  and  Consignee  is  a 
broad-brimmed  Boston  gentleman  called  Botch,  more  attentiTe 
to  profits  of  trade  than  to  the  groans  of  Boston :  — but  alreadj 
on  that  Sunday,  much  more  on  the  Monday  following,  there 
had  a  meeting  of  Citizens  run  together,  —  (on  Monday,  Paneuil 
Hall  won't  hold  them,  and  they  adjourn  to  the  Old  South  Meet- 
ing-house), —  who  make  it  apparent  to  Botch  that  it  will  much 
behoove  him,  for  the  sake  both  of  tea  and  skin,  not  to  '  enter' 
(or  officially  announce)  this  Ship  Dartmouth  at  the  Custom- 
house in  any  wise;  but  to  pledge  his  broad-brimmed  word, 
equivalent  to  his  oath,  that  she  shall  lie  dormant  there  in 
Griffin's  Wharf,  till  we  see.  Which,  accordingly,  she  has  been 
doing  ever  since ;  she  and  two  others  that  arrived  some  days 
later :  dormant  all  three  of  them,  side  by  side,  three  crews 
totally  idle ;  a  '  Committee  of  Ten '  supervising  Botch's  pro- 
cedures ;  and  the  Boston  world  much  expectant.  Thursday, 
December  16th  :  this  is  the  20th  day  since  Botch's  Dartmouth 
arrived  here ;  if  not  *  entered '  at  Custom-house  in  the  course 
of  this  day.  Custom-house  cannot  give  her  a  '  clearance '  either 
(a  leave  to  depart),  —  she  becomes  a  smuggler,  an  outlaw,  and 
her  fate  is  mysterious  to  Botch  and  us. 

«  This  Thursday  accordingly,  by  10  in  the  mornings  in  tbi 
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Old  South  Meeting-house,  Boston  is  assembled,  and  country- 
people  to  the  number  of  2,000 ;  —  and  Botch  never  was  in  such 
a  company  of  human  Friends  before.  They  are  not  uncivil  to 
him  (cautious  people,  heedful  of  the  verge  of  the  Law) ;  but 
they  are  peremptory,  to  the  extent  of — Botch  may  shudder 
to  think  what.  '  I  went  to  the  Custom-house  yesterday,'  said 
Botch,  'your  Committee  of  Ten  can  bear  me  witness;  and 
demanded  clearance  and  leave  to  depart ;  but  they  would  not ; 
were  forbidden,  they  said ! '  '  Gro,  then,  sir ;  get  you  to  the 
Crovernor  himself ;  a  clearance,  and  out  of  harbor  this  day : 
had  n't  you  better  ? '  Botch  is  well  aware  that  he  had ;  has- 
tens off  to  the  (rovemor  (who  has  vanished  to  his  Country- 
house,  on  purpose)  ;  Old  South  Meeting-house  adjourning  till 
3  P.M.,  for  Botch's  return  with  clearance. 

"  At  3  no  Botch,  nor  at  4,  nor  at  5 ;  miscellaneous  plangent 
intermittent  speech  instead,  mostly  plangent,  in  tone  sorrow- 
ful rather  than  indignant :  —  at  a  quarter  to  6,  here  at  length 
is  Botch;  sun  is  long  since  set, — has  Botch  a  clearance  or 
not  ?  Botch  reports  at  large,  willing  to  be  questioned  and 
cross-questioned :  '  Governor  absolutely  would  not !  My  Chris- 
tian friends,  what  could  I  or  can  I  do  ?  '  There  are  by  this 
time  about  7,000  people  in  Old  South  Meeting-house,  very  few 
tallow-lights  in  comparison,  —  almost  no  lights  for  the  mind 
either, — and  it  is  difficult  to  answer.  Botch's  report  done, 
the  Chairman  [one  Adams,  ''  American  Cato,"  subsequently  so 
called]  dissolves  the  sorrowful  7,000,  with  these  words :  *  This 
Meeting  declares  that  it  can  do  nothing  more  to  save  the 
Country.'  Will  merely  go  home,  then,  and  weep.  Hark,  how- 
ever :  sdmost  on  the  instant,  in  front  of  Old  South  Meeting- 
house, 'a  terrific  War-whoop ;  and  about  fifty  Mohawk  Indians,' 
—  with  whom  Adams  seems  to  be  acquainted;  and  speaks 
without  Interpreter :  Aha  ?  — 

"And,  sure  enough,  before  the  stroke  of  7,  these  fifty 
painted  Mohawks  are  forward,  without  noise,  to  Griffin's 
Wharf ;  have  put  sentries  all  round  there ;  and,  in  a  great 
nlenoe  of  the  neighborhood,  are  busy,  in  three  gangs,  upon 
tiie  dormant  Tea  Ships ;  opening  their  chests,  and  punctually 
•baking  them  out  into  the  sea.  'Listening  from  the  distanofi^ 
12.12    Vol.  7 


352  AFTERNOON  AND  EVENING.  Boosm 

you  ooold  hear  distincily  the  ripping  open  of  the  dhestSy  and  no 
other  sound.'  About  10  p.m.  all  was  finished ;  342  ehests  of 
tea  flung  out  to  infuse  in  the  Atlantic;  the  fifty  Mohawks 
gone  like  a  dream ;  and  Boston  sleeping  more  silenily  even 
than  usuaL''^ 

"  Seven  in  the  evening : "  this,  I  calculate,  allowing  for  the 
Earth's  rotation,  will  be  about  the  time  when  Friedrich,  well 
tired  with  the  day's  business,  is  getting  to  bed ;  by  10  on  the 
Boston  clocks,  when  the  process  finishes  there,  Friedrioh  will 
have  had  the  best  of  his  sleep  ovet.  Here  is  Montcalm's 
Prophecy  coming  to  fulfilment  \  — and  a  curious  intersection 
of  a  flying  Event  through  one's  poor  Letter  to  D^Alembert, 
We  will  now  give  the  two  English  Interviews  with  Voltaire ; 
one  of  which  is  of  three  years  past,  another  of  three  yesn 
ahead. 

No.  1.  Dr  Burnet/  has  Sight  of  Voltaire  (July,  1770). 

In  the  years  1770-1771,  Bumey,  then  a  famous  Doctor  of 
Musicy  made  his  Tour  through  France  and  Italy,  on  Musical 
errands  and  researches ;  ^  with  these  we  have  no  concern,  bat 
only  with  one  most  small  exceptional  offshoot  or  episode  which 
grew  out  of  these.  Enough  for  us  to  know  that  Bumey,  a 
comfortable,  well-disposed,  rather  dull  though  vivacious  Doc- 
tor, age  near  46,  had  left  London  for  Paris  "in  June,  1770;" 
thAt  he  was  on  to  Geneva,  intending  for  Turin,  "early  in 
July } "  and  that  his  "  M.  Fritz,"  mentioned  below,  is  a  veteran 
Brother  in  Music,  settled  at  Greneva  for  the  last  thirty  years, 
who  has  been  helpful  and  agreeable  to  Burney  while  here. 
Our  Excerpt  therefore  dates  itself,  "one  of  the  early  days  of 
July,  1770,"  —  Bumey  hovering  between  two  plans  (as  we 
shall  dimly  perceive),  and  not  exactly  executing  either :  — 


*  "  Snmmary  of  the  Advices  from  America  "  (in  Gendem<m*s  MagaxiM  for 
1774,  pp.  26,  27) ;  Bancroft,  iii.  536  et  seq. 

•  Charles  Barney's  Present  State  of  Music  in  Prance  and  Italy,  bdnff  tk 
Journal  of  a  Tour  through  those  Counties  to  cdOed  Materials  for  a  General  His- 
iery  of  Music  (London,  1773).  The  History  of  Music  followed  dolj,  in  Fott 
4tot  (London,  1776-1789). 
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....  ^'My  going  to  M.  Fritz  broke  [was  about  breaking,  but 
did  not  quite]  into  a  plan  whioh  I  had  formed  of  viiiting 
M.  de  Voltaire,  at  the  same  hour,  along  with  some  other 
strangers,  who  were  then  going  to  Ferney.  But,  to  say  the 
truth,  besides  the  yisit  to  M.  Frits  being  more  my  buiiness,  I 
did  not  much  like  going  with  these  people,  who  had  only  a 
Greneva  Bookseller  to  introduce  them ;  and  I  had  heard  that 
some  English  had  lately  met  with  a  rebuff  from  M.  de  Vol* 
taire,  by  going  without  any  letter  of  recommendation,  or  any* 
thing  to  recommend  themselres.  He  asked  them  What  they 
wanted  ?  Upon  their  replying  That  they  wished  only  to  see 
so  extraordinary  a  man,  he  said :  'Well,  gentlemen,  you  now 
lee  me :  did  you  take  me  for  a  wild  beast  or  monster,  that  was 
fit  only  to  be  stared  at  as  a  show  ? '  This  story  very  muoh 
frightened  me ;  for,  not  having,  when  I  left  London,  or  even 
Paris,  any  intention  of  going  to  (Geneva,  I  was  quite  unpro- 
vided with  a  recommendation.  However,  I  was  determined 
to  see  the  place  of  his  residence,  which  I  took  to  be  [still  Lu 
Dttices\ 

CdU  mauon  d^Arigtippe,  ceMJardini  dEpiew^ 

to  which  he  retired  in  1755;  but  was  mistaken  [not  Th« 
DiliceM  now  at  all,  but  Ferney,  for  nine  or  ten  years 
back]. 

^  I  drove  to  Ferney  alone,  after  I  had  left  M.  Fritz.  This 
House  is  three  or  four  miles  from  Geneva,  but  near  the  Lake. 
I  approached  it  with  reverence,  and  a  curiosity  of  the  most 
minute  kind.  I  inquired  when  I  first  trod  on  his  domain ;  I 
had  an  intelligent  and  talkative  postilion,  who  answ<ired  all 
my  questions  very  satisfactorily.  M.  de  Voltaire's  estate  is 
very  large  here,  and  he  is  building  pretty  farm-houses  upon  it 
He  has  erected  on  the  Geneva  side  a  quadrangular  JuMtice,  or 
Gallows,  to  show  that  he  is  the  S^.igrimr,  One  of  his  farms, 
or  rather  manufacturing  houses,  —  for  he  is  establishing  a 
manufacture  upon  his  estate,  —  was  so  handsome  that  I 
thought  it  was  his  chateau. 

"We  drove  to  Ferney,  through  a  charming  oonntry,  covered 
with  eom  and  vines,  in  view  of  the  Lake,  and  Mountains  of 
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Gez,  Switzerland  and  Savoy.  On  the  left  hand,  appioaching 
the  House,  is  a  neat  Chapel  with  this  inscription :  — 

'bko        bsbxit        voltaibb        mbcclxi.' 

I  sent  to  inquire,  Whether  a  stranger  might  be  allowed  to  see 
the  House  and  Gardens ;  and  was  answered  in  the  affirmatiye. 
A  servant  soon  came,  and  conducted  me  into  the  cabinet  or 
closet  where  his  Master  had  just  been  writing :  this  is  never 
shown  when  he  is  at  home ;  but  having  walked  out,  I  was 
allowed  that  privilege.  From  thence  I  passed  to  the  Library, 
which  is  not  a  very  large  one,  but  well  filled.  Here  I  found  a 
whole-length  Figure  in  marble  of  himself,  recumbent,  in  one 
of  the  windows;  and  many  curiosities  in  another  room;  a 
Bust  of  himself,  made  not  two  years  since ;  his  Mother's  pic- 
ture ;  that  of  his  Niece,  Madam  Denis ;  his  Brother,  M.  Dupuis ; 
the  Galas  Family ;  and  others.  It  is  a  very  neat  and  elegant 
House ;  not  large,  nor  affectedly  decorated. 

"I  should  first  have  remarked,  that  close  to  the  Chapel, 
between  that  and  the  house,  is  the  Theatre,  which  he  built 
some  years  ago ;  where  he  treated  his  friends  with  some  of  his 
own  Tragedies :  it  is  now  only  used  as  a  receptacle  for  wood 
and  lumber,  there  having  been  no  play  acted  in  it  these  four 
years.  The  servant  told  me  his  Master  was  78  [76  gone],  but 
very  well.  *  II  travaille,*  said  he,  *  pendant  dix  heures  chaque 
Jour,  He  studies  ten  hours  every  day ;  writes  constantly  with- 
out spectacles,  and  walks  out  with  only  a  domestic,  often  a 
mile  or  two  —  Et  le  voila,  la  bas,  And  see,  yonder  he  is  ! ' 

"  He  was  going  to  his  workmen.  My  heart  leaped  at  the 
sight  of  so  extraordinary  a  man.  He  had  just  then  quitted 
his  Garden,  and  was  crossing  the  court  before  his  House. 
Seeing  my  chaise,  and  me  on  the  point  of  mounting  it,  he 
made  a  sign  to  his  servant  who  had  been  my  etceroney  to  go 
to  him ;  in  order,  I  suppose,  to  inquire  who  I  was.  After 
they  had  exchanged  a  few  words  together,  he,"  M.  de  Voltaire, 
'' approached  the  place  where  I  was  standing  motionless,  in 
order  to  contemplate  his  person  as  much  as  I  could  while  his 
eyes  were  turned  from  me ;  but  on  seeing  him  move  towards 
me,  I  found  m3rself  drawn  by  some  irresistible  power  towaidi 
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and,  without  knowing  wliat  I  did,  I  insensibly  met  him 

ray. 

i  is  not  easy  to  conceive  it  possible  for  life  to  subsist  in  a 

so  nearly  composed  of  mere  skin  and  bone  as  that  of 

Voltaire."  Extremely  lean  old  Gentleman !  ^*  He  com- 
d  of  decrepitude,  and  said,  He  supposed  I  was  anxious 
m  an  idea  of  the  figure  of  one  walking  after  death, 
ver,  his  eyes  and  whole  countenance  are  still  full  of 
md  though  so  emaciated,  a  more  lively  expression  can- 
)  imagined. 

e  inquired  after  English  news ;  and  observed  that  Poeti- 
uabbles  had  given  way  to  Political  ones ;  but  seemed  to 

the  spirit  of  opposition  as  necessary  in  poetry  as  in 
».  ^Les  querelles  dPauteura  aont  pour  le  bien  de  la 
ture^  eomme  dans  un  gouvemement  lihre  les  querelles  des 
9f  et  les  clameurs  des petits,  sont  nicessaires  a  la  liberty* 
idded,   'When  critics  are  silent,  it  does  not  so  much 

the  Age  to  be  correct,  as  dulL'    He  inquired  what 

we  had  now;  I  told  him  we  had  Mason  and  Gray. 

write  but  little,'  said  he:  'and  you  seem  to  have  no 
ho  lords  it  over  the  rest,  like  Dryden,  Pope  and  Swift' 

him  that  it  was  one  of  the  inconveniences  of  Periodi- 
iomals,  however  well  executed,  that  they  often  silenced 
it  men  of  genius,  while  impudent  blockheads  were  impene- 
,  and  unable  to  feel  the  critic's  scourge :  that  Mr.  Gray 
[r.  Mason  had  both  been  illiberally  treated  by  mechaiii- 
tics,  even  in  newspapers  ;  and  added,  that  modesty  and 
f  quiet  seemed  in  these  gentlemen  to  have  got  the  better 
)f  their  love  of  fame. 

uring  this  conversation,  we  approached  the  buildings  that 
s  constructing  near  the  road  to  his  Ch&teau.  'These,' 
le,  pointing  to  them,  'are  the  most  innocent,  and  per- 
the  most  useful,  of  all  my  works.'  I  observed  that  he 
bher  works,  which  were  of  far  more  extensive  use,  and 
.  be  much  more  durable,  than  those.  He  was  so  obliging 
show  me  several  farm-houses  that  he  had  built^  and  the 
of  others :  after  which  I  took  my  leave."  * 
^  BjuaefM  PreutA  StaU  ofMunc  (London,  1773),  pp.  5ft-«t. 
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April,  im 

Na  2.  A  B&verend  Mr.  Sherlock  sees  VoUaire,  and  evm  Ami 

wUh  him  (April,  1776). 

Sherlock's  Book  of  Travels,  though  he  wrote  it  in  two  laih 
gnages,  and  it  once  had  its  vogue,  is  now  little  other  than  a 
Dance  of  Will-o'-wisps  to  us.  A  Book  tawdry,  inooherent, 
indistinct,  at  once  flashy  and  opaque,  full  of  idle  ezorescenoes 
and  exuberances; — as  is  the  poor  man  himself.  He  wis 
'^  Chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Bristol,  Bishop  of  Derry ; "  gynt- 
ing  about  as  ecclesiastical  Moon  to  that  famed  Solar  Lumi- 
naiy,  what  could  you  expect!^  Poor  Sherlock  is  nowhere 
intentionally  fabulous ;  nor  intrinsically  altogether  so  fooM 
as  he  seems :  let  that  suffice  us.  In  his  Dance  of  Will-o'-wiips, 
which  in  this  point  happily  is  dated, — 26th-*27th  April,  1776,  ^ 
he  had  come  to  Femey,  with  proper  introduction  to  Voltaiie: 
and  here  (after  severe  excision  of  the  flabby  parts,  but  wiih* 
out  other  change)  is  credible  account  of  what  he  saw  and  heard. 
In  Three  Scenes ;  with  this  Prologue,  —as  to  Costume,  which ii 
worth  reading  twice  :  — 

VoUairefs  Dress.  "On  the  two  days  I  saw  him,  he  wore 
white  cloth  shoes,  white  woollen  stockings,  red  breeches,  with 
a  nightgown  and  waistcoat  of  blue  linen,  flowered,  and  lined 
with  yellow.  He  had  on  a  grizzle  wig  with  three  ties,  and 
over  it  a  silk  nightcap  embroidered  with  gold  and  silver." 

ScxNE  I.  The  Entrance-Hall  of  Femey  (Friday,  26th  April, 
1776) ;  eacuherant  Sherlock  enteringy  Letter  of  IntrodwUim 
having  preceded. 

'*  He  met  in  the  hall ;  his  Nephew  M.  d'Homoi  ^  (Qrand- 
nephew ;  Abb^  Mignot,  famous  for  burying  Voltaire,  and  Ma- 
dame Denis,  whom  we  know,  were  lyHomoi's  XJnde  and 
Aunt) — Grand-nephew,    "Counsellor  in    the   Parlement  of 

1  Title  of  his  Book  is,  Letters  from  an  Engltsh  Trav^er;  trxm^ated/nm  (At 
French  Original  (London,  1780).  Ditto,  Letters  /hm  an  Engiisk  7Vw*r; 
written  originally  in  FremA :  hj  the  Rev.  Martin  Sherlock,  AM.,  CbifUB  H 
ffae  Etrl  of  Bristol,  kc.  (a  new  Edition^  2  rob.,  London,  180t). 
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Paris,  held  him  by  the  arm.    He  said  to  me,  with  a  very 

weak  voice :  '  You  see  a  very  old  man,  who  makes  a  great 

Bffort  to  have  the  honor  of  seeing  you.    Will  you  take  a  walk 

in  my  Grarden  ?    It  will  please  you,  for  it  is  in  the  English 

baste  :  —  it  was  I  who  introduced  that  taste  into  France,  and 

Lt  is  become  universal.     But  the  French  parody  your  Gardens ; 

bhey  put  your  thirty  acres  into  three.' 

*^  From  his  Gardens  you  see  the  Alps,  the  Lake,  the  City 

Df  Greneva  and  its  environs,  which  are  very  pleasant.    He 


Voltaire,  ^'^It  is  a  beautiful  prospect.'  He  pronounced  these 
prords  tolerably  well. 

Sherlock,   " '  How  long  is  it  since  you  were  in  England  ? ' 

Voltaire,  " '  Fifty  years,  at  least.'  [Not  quite ;  in  1728  left ; 
In  1726  had  come.]  ^ 

jyilomoL  '^  ^  It  was  at  the  time  when  you  printed  the  First 
Edition  of  your  Henriade.^ 

'*  We  then  talked  of  Literature ;  and  from  that  moment  he 
Forgot  his  age  and  infirmities,  and  spoke  with  the  warmth  of  a 
man  of  thirty.  He  said  some  shocking  things  against  Moses 
uid  against  Shakspeare.  [Like  enough !]  .  .  .  We  then  talked 
3f  Spain. 

Voltaire,  '^'It  is  a  Country  of  which  we  know  no  more  than 
3f  the  most  savage  parts  of  Africa ;  and  it  is  not  worth  the 
trouble  of  being  known.  If  a  man  would  travel  there,  he  must 
sarry  his  bed,  &c  On  arriving  in  a  Town,  he  must  go  into 
one  street  to  buy  a  bottle  of  wine ;  a  piece  of  a  mule  [by  way 
of  beef]  in  another ;  he  finds  a  table  in  a  third, — and  he  sups. 
A  French  Nobleman  was  passing  through  Pamjielttna:  he  sent 
oat  for  a  spit ;  there  was  only  one  in  the  Town,  and  that  was 
lent  away  for  a  wedding.' 

nHomoi.  '<' There,  Monsieur,  is  a  Village  whiok  IL  d* 
Voltaire  has  built  I ' 

VoUaire,  '' '  Yes,  we  have  our  freedoms  here.    Oat  <ril  a 
little  comer,  and  we  are  out  of  France.    I  asked  flOUlB  !■ 
leges  for  my  Children  here,  and  the  King  has  granf' 
ihat  I  asked,  and  has  declared  this  Pays  da  GoL ' 

1  SiipciC  vtt.  47. 
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all  Taxes  of  the  Farmers-General ;  so  that  salt,  which  formerlj 
sold  for  ten  sous  a  pound,  now  sells  for  four.  I  have  notiimg 
more  to  ask,  except  to' live.' — We  went  into  the  Librai7''(had 
made  the  round  of  the  Gardens,  I  suppose). 

Scene  II.  In  the  UJbrwry. 

Voltaire.  "  'There  you  find  several  of  your  countrymen  [ha 
had  Shakspeare,  Milton,  Congreve,  Rochester,  Shaftesbniy, 
Bolingbroke,  Bobertson,  Hume  and  others].  Robertson  is  your 
Livy ;  his  Charles  Fifth  is  written  with  truth.  Hume  wrote 
his  History  to  be  applauded,  Kapin  to  instruct ;  and  both  ob- 
tained their  ends.' 

Sherlock.  ''  <  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  you  agreed  that  we  hsfa 
not  one  good  Tragedy.' 

Voltaire.  "'We  did  think  so.  Cato  is  incomparably  well 
written:  Addison  had  a  great  deal  of  taste;  —  but  the  abyss 
between  taste  and  genius  is  immense !  Shakspeare  had  an 
amazing  genius,  but  no  taste :  he  has  spoiled  the  taste  of  the 
Nation.  He  has  been  their  taste  for  two  hundred  years ;  and 
what  is  the  taste  of  a  Nation  for  two  hundred  years  will  be 
so  for  two  thousand.  This  kind  of  taste  becomes  a  religion; 
there  are,  in  your  Country,  a  great  many  Fanatics  for  Shak- 
speare.' 

Sherlock.  "'Were  you  personally  acquainted  with  Lord 
Bolingbroke  ? ' 

Voltaire.  " '  Yes.  His  face  was  imposing,  and  so  was  his 
voice;  in  his  Works  there  are  many  leaves  and  little  fruit; 
distorted  expressions,  and  periods  intolerably  long.  {^Taking 
down  a  Book.']  There,  you  see  the  KoraiVy  which  is  well  read, 
at  least.  [It  was  marked  throughout  with  bits  of  paper.] 
There  are  Historic  Doubts,  by  Horace  Walpole  [which  had  also 
several  marks] ;  here  is  the  portrait  of  Richard  III. ;  you  see 
he  was  a  handsome  youth.' 

Sherlock  (making  an  abrupt  transition).  " '  You  have  built  a 
Church?' 

Voltaire.  " '  True ;  and  it  is  the  only  one  in  the  Universe  in 
honor  of  (Sod  \^Deo  ereocit  Voltaire,  as  we  read  above]:  yo* 
have  plenty  of  Churches  built  to  St  Paul,  to  St  Genevi^T^ 
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bat  not  one  to  God.' "    I^  Sherlock  (to  his  Inn ;  makes  jot- 
ting as  aboye ;  —  is  to  dine  at  Femej  to-morrow). 

Scene  UI.  Dinner-TabU  of  Voltaire. 

^The  next  day^  as  we  sat  down  to  Dinner/'  oar  Host  in  the 
above  shining  costume^  '^he  said^  in  English  tolerably  pro- 
noanced:  — 

Voltaire.  '**We  are  here  for  liberty  and  property  I  [parody 
of  some  old  Speech  in  Parliament,  let  as  gaesSy  —  liberty  and 
property,  my  Lords!]  This  (Gentleman -» whom  let  me  pre- 
sent to  Monsieur  Sherlock  —  is  a  Jesuit  [old  P^  Adam, 
whom  I  keep  for  playing  Chess,  in  his  old,  unsheltered  days] ; 
he  wears  his  hat:  I  am  a  poor  invalid,  —  I  wear  my  night- 
cap.' .  .  . 

^  I  do  not  now  recollect  why  he  quoted  these  verses^  also  in 
•pi«g;1i«hj  by  Bochester,  on  Charlee  Second:  — 

'  Here  lies  the  mnttoiMatiag  King; 
Whose  promise  none  relies  on; 
Who  nerer  said  %  foolish  thing; 
Nor  erer  did  %  wise  one.' 

Bat  speaking  of  Bacine,  he  quoted  this  Couplet  (of  BoeeoB^' 
mon^s  Essay  on  Translated  Verse)  :  — 

'The  weighty  boUion  of  one  sterling  line 
Drawn  to  French  wire  woold  through  whola  pnges  dams,* 

Sherlock.   <"' The  English  prefer  ComeilLe  to  Bacine/ 

Voltaire.  '*  <  That  is  because  the  En^ish  are  not  soffleiently 
acquainted  with  the  French  tongue  to  feel  the  beauties  of 
Bacine^s  style,  or  the  harmony  of  his  versification.  Comeille 
ought  to  please  them  more  because  he  is  more  striking ;  but 
Bacine  pleases  the  French  because  he  has  more  softness  and 
tenderness.' 

Sherlock.  '''How  did  you  find  [/tjke]  the  English  fare  (la 
ekire  Angladse?' — which  Voltaire  mischievously  takes  for  'tiie 
dear  En^ishwoman '). 

Voltaire.  ***I  found  her  very  fresh  and  white,'  —  truly! 
[It  should  be  remembered,  that  when  he  made  this  pun  upon 
WcoMn  ha  was  in  his  eighty-third  year.] 
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Sherlock.   "*  Their  language  ?  * 

Voltaire.  '^ ^ Energetic,  precise  and  barbarous;  tbeyifotiM 
only  Nation  that  pronounce  their  a  as  e.  .  .  .  [And  some  time 
afterwards]  Though  I  cannot  perfectly  pronounce  English,  my 
ear  is  sensible  of  the  harmony  of  your  langu£^  and  of  your 
versification.  Pope  and  Dryden  have  the  most  harmony  in 
Poetry;  Addison  in  Prose.'  [Takes  now  the  interrpgatiog 
side.] 

Volta^tre.  ^^'How  have  you  liked  (avess^ous  trouve)  tbe 
French  ? ' 

Sherlock.  "  'Amiable  and  witty.  I  only  find  one  fault  with 
them :  they  imitate  the  English  too  much.' 

Voltaire.  *^  ^  How !  Do  you  think  us  worthy  to  be  originsli 
ourselves  ? ' 

Sherlock      '^  Yes,  Sir.' 

Voltaire.  "'So  do  I  too:  —  but  it  is  of  your  Governxaenl 
that  we  are  envious.' 

Sherlock.   "'I  have  found  the  French  freer  than  I  expected.' 

Voltaire.  "'Yes,  as  to  walking,  or  eating  whatever  he 
pleases,  or  lolling  in  his  elbow-chair,  a  Frenchman  is  free 
enough;  but  as  to  taxes — Ah,  Monsieur,  you  are  a  lucky 
Nation ;  you  can  do  what  you  like ;  poor  we  are  bom  in  slavery: 
we  cannot  even  die  as  we  will ;  we  raust  have  a  Priest  [can't 
get  buried  otherwise ;  am  often  thinking  of  that !  ]  .  .  .  Well, 
if  the  English  do  sell  themselves,  it  is  a  proof  that  they  are 
worth  something:  we  French  don't  sell  ourselves,  proliably 
because  we  are  worth  nothing.' 

Sherlock.  "  •  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  ^tse '  [Rousseau's 
immortal  Work]  ? 

Voltaire.   " '  That  it  will  not  be  read  twenty  years  hence.' 

Sherlock.  " '  Mademoiselle  de  I'Enclos  wrote  some  good  Letr 
ters?' 

Voltaire.  " 'She  never  wrote  one ;  they  were  by  the  wretched 
Cr^billon'  [my  beggarly  old  "Rival"  in  the  Pompadoui 
epoch] !  .  .  . 

Voltaire.  "'The  Italians  are  a  Nation  of  brokers.  Italy  i« 
an  Old-Clothes  shop ;  in  which  there  are  many  Old  Dresses  of 
exquisite  taste.  .  .  .  But  we  are  still  to  know.  Whether  tb# 
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subjects  of  the  Pope  or  of  the  Grand  Turk  are  the  more  ab- 
ject' [We  have  now  gone  to  the  Drawing-room,  I  think, 
though  it  is  not  jotted.] 

'^  He  talked  of  England  and  of  Shakspeare ;  and  explained 
to  Madame  Denis  part  of  a  Scene  in  Henry  F}fthf  where  the 
Sling  makes  love  to  Queen  Catherine  in  bad  French ;  and  of 
another  in  which  that  Queen  takes  a  lesson  in  English  from 
her  Waiting-woman,  and  where  there  are  several  very  gross 
double-entendres "  —  but,  I  hope,  did  not  long  dwell  on 
these.  .  .  . 

Voltaire.  ^^  ^  When  I  see  an  Englishman  subtle  and  fond  of 
lawsuits,  I  say,  "  There  is  a  Norman,  who  came  in  with  William 
the  Conqueror."  When  I  see  a  man  good-natured  and  polite, 
'^That  is  one  who  came  with  the  Plantagenets ; "  a  brutal 
character,  ''  That  is  a  Dane : "  —  for  your  Nation,  Monsieur,  as 
well  as  your  Language,  is  a  medley  of  many  others.' 

''After  dinner,  passing  through  a  little  Parlor  where  there 
was  a  head  of  Locke,  another  of  the  Countess  of  Coventry,  and 
several  more,  he  took  me  by  the  arm  and  stopped  me:  'Do 
you  know  this  Bust  [bust  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton]  ?  It  is  the 
greatest  genius  that  ever  existed :  if  all  the  geniuses  of  the 
Universe  were  assembled,  he  should  lead  the  band.' 

"  It  was  of  Newton,  and  of  his  own  Works,  that  M.  de  Vol- 
teire  always  spoke  with  the  greatest  warmth."  ^  {ExU  Sher- 
lock, to  jot  down  the  above,  and  thence  into  Infinite  Space.) 

General  or  Field-marshed  Conway^  direct  from  the  London 
OirdeSy  attends  one  of  FriedricVe  Iteviews  (August- 
September,  1774). 

Now  that  Friedrich's  Military  Dei>artment  is  got  completely 
into  trim  again,  which  he  reckons  to  have  been  about  1770, 
his  annual  Reviews  are  becoming  very  famous  over  Europe ; 
and  intelligent  Officers  of  all  Countries  are  eager  to  be  pres- 
ent, and  instruct  themselves  there.  The  Review  is  beautiful 
as  a  Spectacle;  but  that  is  in  no  sort  the  intention  of  it. 
Bigorous  business,  as  in  the  strictest  of  Universities  examin- 

1  Sherlock,  LeUtn  (London,  1802),  L  9S-10e. 
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ing  for  Degrees,  would  be  nearer  the  definitioxL  Sometimes, 
when  a  new  manoeuvre  or  tactical  invention  of  importance  is 
to  be  tried  by  experiment,  you  will  find  for  many  miles  the 
enyirons  of  Potsdam,  which  is  usually  the  scene  of  such  ex- 
perimentSi  carefully  shut  in ;  sentries  on  every  road,  no  un- 
friendly eye  admitted;  the  thing  done  as  with  closed  doors. 
Nor  at  any  time  can  you  attend  without  leave  asked ;  though 
to  Foreign  Officers,  and  persons  that  have  really  business 
there,  there  appears  to  be  liberality  enough  in  granting  it 
The  concourse  of  military  strangers  seems  to  keep  increasing 
every  year,  till  Friedrich's  death.^  French,  more  and  more 
in  quantity,  present  themselves ;  multifarious  Grerman  names ; 
generally  a  few  English  too,  — Burgoyne  (of  Saratoga  finally), 
Cornwallis,  Duke  of  York,  Marshal  Conway, — of  which  last 
we  have  something  farther  to  say  at  present. 

In  Summer,  1774,  Conway  —  the  Marshal  Conway,  of  whom 
Walpole  is  continually  talking  as  of  a  considerable  Soldier 
and  Politician,  though  he  was  not  in  either  character  consid- 
erable, but  was  Walpole's  friend,  and  an  honest  modest  man 
—  had  made  up  his  mind,  perhaps  partly  on  domestic  grounds 
(for  I  have  noticed  glimpses  of  a  "Lady  C."  much  out  of 
humor),  to  make  a  Tour  in  Grermany,  and  see  the  Eeviews, 
both  Austrian  and  Prussian,  Prussian  especially.  Two  im- 
mense Letters  of  his  on  that  subject  have  come  into  my  hands,* 
and  elsewhere  incidentally  there  is  printed  record  of  the 
Tour;*  unimportant  as  possible,  both  Tour  and  Letters,  but 
capable,  if  squeezed  into  compass,  of  still  being  read  without 
disadvantage  here. 

Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith  —  that  is,  the  younger  Excellency 
Keith,  now  Minister  at  Dresden,  whom  we  have  sometimes 
heard  of  —  accompanies  Conway  on  this  Tour,  or  flies  along- 
side of  him,  with  frequent  intersections  at  the  principal  points ; 
and  there  is  printed  record  by  Sir  Robert,  but  still  less  inte^ 

^  Rodenbeck,  iii.  in  lodi, 

*  Kindly  presented  me  by  Charles  Knight,  Esq.,  the  well-known  Author 
and  Publisher  (who  possessee  a  Collection  by  the  same  hand) :  these  Two  roa 
to  fourteen  large  pages  in  my  Copy  ! 

*  In  Ktith  (Sir  Robert  Murray),  Memoin  and  Ccrrupmdmo^^  iL  SI  ec  seq. 
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esting  than  this  of  Conway^  and  perfectly  conformable  to  it : 
—  so  that^  except  for  some  words  abont  the  Lord  Marischal, 
which  shall  be  given,  Keith  must  remain  silent,  while  the 
diffuse  Conway  strives  to  become  intelligible.  Indeed,  neither 
Conway  nor  Keith  tell  us  the  least  thing  that  is  not  abun- 
dantly, and  even  wearisomely  known  from  (German  sources; 
but  to  readers  here,  a  pair  of  English  eyes  looking  oji  the 
matter  (put  straight  in  places  by  the  help  there  is),  may  give 
it  a  certain  freshness  of  meaning.  Here  are  Conway's  Two 
Letters,  with  the  nine  parts  of  water  charitably  squeezed  out 
of  them,  by  a  skilful  friend  of  mine  and  his. 

Ckmway  to  his  Brother,  Marquis  of  Hertford  (in  London). 

"Bbblih,  July  17th,  1774. 

"Deab  Brother,  —  In  the  hurry  I  live  in — .  .  .  Leav- 
ing Brunswick,  where,  in  absence  of  most  of  the  Court,  who 
are  visiting  at  Potsdam,  my  old  Commander,"  Duke  Ferdi- 
nand, now  estranged  from  Potsdam,^  and  living  here  among 
works  of  Art,  and  speculations  on  Free  Masonry,  *'  was  very 
kind  to  me,  I  went  to  Celle,  in  Hanover,  to  pay  my  respects 
to  the  Queen  of  Denmark  [unfortunate  divorced  Matildai 
saved  by  my  friend  Keith, — innocent,  I  will  hope  !]  .  .  .  She 
is  grown  extremely  fat.  ...  At  Magdeburg,  the  Prussian 
Frontier  on  this  side,  one  is  not  allowed,  without  a  permit^ 
even  to  walk  on  the  ramparts, — such  the  strictness  of  Prus- 
sian rule.  .  .  .  Driving  through  Potsdam,  on  my  way  to  Ber- 
lin, I  was  stopped  by  a  servant  of  the  good  old  Lord  Marischal, 
who  had  spied  me  as  I  passed  under  his  window.  He  came 
out  in  his  nightgown,  and  insisted  upon  our  staying  to  dine 
with  him  —  [worthy  old  man ;  a  word  of  him,  were  this  Letter 
done].  We  ended,  on  consultation  about  times  and  move- 
ments of  the  King,  by  staying  three  days  at  Potsdam,  mostly 
with  this  excellent  old  Lord. 

''  On  the  third  day  [yesterday  evening,  in  &ot],  I  wen^  1^ 


>  Had  »  Und  of  qnarrel  with  Friedrich  in  1766  (toogh  nwfiniilt  hf  A 
tut  Ton  Anhalt,  not  tolerable  to  a  Captain  now  beoome  lo 
qniedj  withdrew, — itiU  on  speaking  termt  with  the  Kii^  tat 
Oflker  mora. 
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appointment^  to  the  New  Palace^  to  wait  npon  the  King  of 

Prussia.    There  was  some  delay:  his  Majesty  had  gone,  in 

the  interim,  to  a  private  Concert,  which  he  was  giving  to  the 

Princesses  [Duchess  of  Brunswick  and  other  high  guests^]; 

but  the  moment  he  was  told  I  was  there,  he  came  out  from  his 

company,  and  gave  me  a  most  flattering  gracious  audience  of 

more  than  half  an  hour ;  talking  on  a  great  variety  of  things, 

with  an  ease  and  freedom  the  very  reverse  of  what  I  had  been 

made  to  expect.  ...  I  asked,  and  received  permission,  to  visit 

the  Silesian  Gamps  next  month,  his  Majesty  most  graciously 

telling  me  the  particular  days  they  would  begin  and  end  [27tii 

August-^  September,  Schmelwitz  near  Breslau,  are  time  and 

place '].    This  cousiderably  deranges  my  Austrian  movements, 

and  will  hurry  my  return  out  of  those  parts :  but  who  could 

resist  such  a  temptation!  —  I  saw  the  Foot-Guards  exercise, 

especially  the  splendid  'First  Battalion;'  I  could  have  oon- 

oeived  nothing  so  perfect  and  so  exact  as  all  I  saw :  —  so  well 

dressed,  such  men,  and  so  punctual  in  all  they  did. 

"  The  New  Palace  at  Potsdam  is  extremely  noble.  Not  so 
perfect,  perhaps,  in  point  of  taste,  but  better  than  I  had  been 
led  to  expect.  The  King  dislikes  living  there ;  never  does, 
except  when  there  is  high  Company  about  him ;  for  seven  or 
eight  months  in  the  year,  he  prefers  Little  Sans-Souci,  and 
freedom  among  his  intimates  and  some  of  his  Generals.  .  .  . 
His  Music  still  takes  up  a  great  share  of  the  King's  time.  On 
a  table  in  his  Cabinet  there,  I  saw,  I  believe,  twenty  boxes 
with  a  German  flute  in  each;  in  his  Bed-chamber,  twice  as 
many  boxes  of  Spanish  snuff;  and,  alike  in  Cabinet  and  in 
Bed-chamber,  three  arm-chairs  in  a  row  for  three  favorite 
dogs,  each  with  a  little  stool  by  way  of  step,  that  the  getting 
up  might  be  easy.  .  .  . 

"  The  Town  of  Potsdam  is  a  most  extraordinary  and,  in  its 
appearance,  beautiful  Town ;  all  the  streets  perfectly  straight^ 
all  at  right  angles  to  each  other ;  and  all  the  houses  built  with 
handsome,  generally  elegant  fronts.  .  .  .  He  builds  for  every- 
bodv  who  has  a  bad  or  a  small  house,  even  the  lowest  mechanic. 
He  has  done  the  same  at  Berlin."    Altogether,  his  Majesty's 

I  Bodenb«:k  (in  die)  ilL  98.  >  lb.  ill.  101. 
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building  operations  are  astonishing.  And  "  from  whence  does 
this  money  come,  after  a  long  expensive  War  ?  It  is  all  fairy- 
land and  enchantment,"  —  Magnum  vecHgai  par$im<miaf  in 
fact  I  .  .  .  ''  At  Berlin  here,  I  saw  the  Porcelain  Manufacture 
to-day,  which  is  greatly  improved.  I  leave  presently.  Adieu, 
dear  Brother ;  excuse  my  endless  Letter  [since  you  cannot 
squeeze  the  water  out  of  it,  as  some  will!]  —  Yours  most 
sincerely, 

"Hkitby  Sktmoub  Cohway.'^ 

Keith  is  now  Minister  at  Dresden  for  some  years  back ;  and 
has,  amoDg  other  topics,  much  to  say  of  our  brilliant  friend 
the  Electress  there :  but  his  grand  Diplomatic  feat  was  at 
Copenhagen,  on  a  sudden  sally  out  thither  (in  1771):^  the 
saving  of  Queen  Matilda,  youngest  Sister  of  George  Third, 
from  a  hard  doom.  Unfortunate  Queen  Matilda ;  one  never 
knows  how  guilty,  or  whether  guilty  at  all,  but  she  was  very 
unfortunate,  poor  young  Lady  !  What  with  a  mad  Husband 
oollapsed  fay  debaucheries  into  stupor  of  insanity  ;  what  with 
a  Doctor,  gradually  a  Prime  Minister,  Struensee,  wretched 
scarecrow  to  look  upon,  Imt  wiser  than  most  Danes  about ;  and 
finally*  with  a  lynx-eyed  Step^-sister,  wh^/se  Son,  should  Matild* 
mistake,  will  inherit,  —  unfortunate  Matilda  bad  fallen  into 
the  awfulest  troubles;  got  divorced,  imprisoz^,  would  iave 
lost  her  head  along  with  srarecrov  Stru^^nsee  had  aot  her 
Brother  Gecs^  III.  emphatically  inter'^tiexL  —  Exci^I^Dey 
Keith,  with  Seventy-foun  in  the  diatanee,  ocmdi»^  out  veij 
strong  on  the  (Kcasiofi.  —  and  got  h^  loose.  Loo»^  horn 
Ifeuush  axe  and  jail,  at  any  rate;  delirer^  i:yto  safety  acd 
solitude  at  Celle  in  Har^over,  wher*'  she  now  is,  —  acd  icca 
after  suddenly  dies  of  f^r^r,  so  closing  a  very  ttd  sliort 
history. 

Excellenc-j  KeiiL.  i\:Le*l  in  th^^  Dip>yi&At>  '4rt\«9.  «^ct 
•inc^,  is  at  pre^ez^  zrjf^l  of  0>riwaj  oxk  ti^rir  yy.rA  rroA  Uj  tliie 
Aostnan  B^riewa,  Beior*^  gi'^lai?  Co^itatV  ^^^f^A  l>^^i^, 
let  us  hear  KeitL  a  little  rx,  hi.^  k:ri^r/.Ar.  \>*^,  hA  MarvhaJ, 
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whom  he  saw  at  Berlin  years  ago,  and  still  occasionallj  cor- 
responds withy  and  mentions  in  his  Correspondence.  Keith 
loquitur ;  date  is  Dresden,  February,  1770 :  — 

Has  visited  the  Old  Marischal  at  Potsdam  lately,  .  .  •  ^My 
stay  of  three  days  with  Lord  MarischaL  .  .  .  He  is  the  most 
innocent  of  Grod's  creatures;  and  his  heart  is  much  warmer 
than  his  head.  The  place  of  his  abode,"  I  must  say,  ^^is  the 
very  Temple  of  Dulness ;  and  his  Female  Companion  [a  poor 
Turk  foundling,  a  perishing  infant  flung  into  his  late  Brother's 
hands  at  the  Fall  of  Oczakow,^  —  whom  the  Marischal  has 
carefully  brought  up,  and  who  refuses  to  marry  away  from 
him,  —  rather  stupid,  not  very  pretty  by  the  Portraits;  must 
now  be  two-and-thirty  gone]  is  perfectly  calculated  to  be  th^ 
Priestess  of  it !  Yet  he  dawdles  away  his  day  in  a  manner 
not  unpleasant  to  him ;  and  I  really  am  persuaded  he  has  a 
conscience  that  would  gild  the  inside  of  a  dungeon.  The  feats 
of  our  bare-leg^d  warriors  in  the  late  War  [Berg-Schotten^ 
among  whom  I  was  a  Colonel],  accompanied  by  a  pibrach 
[elegiac  bagpipe  droning  more  suo"]  in  his  outer  room,  have  an 
effect  on  the  old  Don,  which  would  delight  you."  • 

And  then  seen  him,  in  Berlin^  on  the  same  occasion.  ..."  Lord 
Marischal  came  to  meet  me  at  Sir  Andrew's  [Mitchell's,  in 
Berlin,  the  last  year  of  the  brave  Mitchell's  life],  where  we 
passed  five  days  together.  My  visit  to  his  country  residence,*" 
as  you  already  know,  "was  of  three  days ;  and  I  had  reason  to 
be  convinced  that  it  gave  the  old  Don  great  pleasure.  He 
talked  to  me  with  the  greatest  openness  and  confidence  of  aU 
the  material  incidents  of  his  life ;  and  hinted  often  that  the 
honor  of  the  Clan  was  now  to  be  supported  by  our  family,  for 
all  of  whom  he  had  the  greatest  esteem.  His  taste,  his  ideas, 
and  his  manner  of  living,  are  a  mixture  of  Aberdeenshire  and 
the  Kingdom  of  Valencia ;  and  as  he  seeks  to  make  no  new 
friends,  he  seems  to  retain  a  strong,  though  silent,  attachment 
for  his  old  ones.     As  to  his  political  principles,  I  believe  him 

»  SnpA,  vii.  82. 

s  Keith,  L  129;  <*  Dresden,  25th  Febmarj,  1770:*  to  his  Sister  in  Sool 
land. 
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the  most  sincere  of  converts  "  to  WMggery  and  Orthodoxy. 
.  .  .  "  Since  I  began  this,  I  have  had  a  most  inimitable  Letter 
from  Lord  Marischal.  I  had  mentioned  Br.  Bailies  to  him 
[noted  English  Doctor  at  Dresden^  bent  on  inoculating  and 
the  like],  and  begged  he  would  send  me  a  state  of  his  case 
and  infirmities,  that  the  Doctor  might  prescribe  for  him.  This 
is  a  part  of  his  answer :  — 

'^^I  thank  you  for  your  advice  of  consulting  the  English 
Doctor  to  repair  my  old  carcass.  I  have  lately  done  so  by  my 
old  coach,  and  it  is  now  almost  as  good  as  new.  Please, 
therefore,  to  tell  the  Doctor,  that  from  him  I  expect  a  good 
repair,  and  shall  state  the  case.  First,  he  must  know  that  the 
machine  is  the  worse  for  wear,  being  nearly  eighty  years  old. 
The  reparation  I  propose  he  shall  begin  with  is  :  One  pair  of 
new  eyes,  one  pair  of  new  ears,  some  improvement  on  the 
memory.  When  this  is  done,  we  shall  ask  new  legs,  and  some 
change  in  the  stomach.  For  the  present,  this  first  reparation 
will  be  sufficient ;  and  we  must  not  trouble  the  Doctor  too  much 
at  once.'  —  You  see  by  this  how  easy  his  Lordship's  infirmities 
sit  upon  him ;  and  it  is  really  so  as  he  says.  Your  friend  Sir 
Andrew  is,  I  am  afraid,  less  gay ;  but  I  have  not  heard  from 
him  these  three  months."  * 

Conway  to  Keithf  on  the  late  Three  Days  at  Potsdam.*  "  I 
stayed  ihree  days  at  Potsdam,  with  much  entertainment,  for 
good  part  of  which  I  am  obliged  to  your  Excellency's  old 
friend  Lord  Marischal,  who  showed  me  all  the  kindness  and 
civility  possible.  He  stopped  me  as  I  passed,  and  not  only 
made  me  dine  with  him  that  day,  but  in  a  manner  live  with 
him.  He  is  not  at  all  blind,  as  you  imagined ;  so  much  other- 
wise, that  I  saw  him  read,  without  spectacles,  a  difficult  hand 
I  could  not  easily  decipher.  .  .  .  Stayed  but  a  day  at  Berlin ; " 
am  rushing  after  you :  —  Here  is  my  Second  Letter :  — 

>  Kaith,  i.  182, 133  ;  "  Dresden,  13th  March,  1 770 :  "  to  bk  FMImb. 
«  Date,  ** Dzveden,  Slst  Joly,  1774:"  in  Kmtk,u.  1ft. 
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Conway^ s  Second  Letter  (to  his  Brother,  as  before). 

"  ScHMXLWiTz  [near  Breslmn]  HKA]>^UAxnBf, 

August  3l8t,  1774. 

''Deab  Brother  ...  I  left  that  Camp  [Austrian  Gamp^ 
and  Reviews  in  Hungary,  where  the  Kaiser  and  everybody  bad 
been  very  gracious  to  me]  with  much  regret.'*  Parted  regret- 
fully witii  Keith ;  —  had  played,  at  Presburg,  in  sight  of  him 
and  fourteen  other  Englishmen,  a  game  with  the  Chess  Au- 
tomaton [brand-new  miracle,  just  out] ;  ^  —  came  on  through 
Vienna  hitherward,  as  fast  as  post-horses  could  carry  us ;  travel* 
ling  night  and  day,  without  stopping,  being  rather  behind  time. 
''  Arrived  at  Breslau  near  dark,  last  night ;  where  I  learnt  that 
the  Camp  was  twenty  miles  off ;  that  the  King  was  gone  there^ 
and  that  the  Manoeuvres  would  begin  at  four  or  five  this  morn- 
ing. I  therefore  ordered  my  chaise  at  twelve  at  night,  and  set 
out,  in  darkness  and  rain,  to  be  presented  to  the  King  of 
Prussia  next  morning  at  five,  at  the  head  of  his  troops.  .  .  . 
When  I  arrived,  before  five,  at  the  place  caUed  ^  Head-quarters,' 
I  found  myself  in  the  middle  of  a  miserable  Village  [this 
Schmelwitz  here] ;  no  creature  alive  or  stirring,  nor  a  sentinel, 
or  any  Military  object  to  be  seen.  ...  As  soon  as  anything 
alive  was  to  be  found,  we  asked,  If  the  King  was  lodged  in 
that  Village  ?  'Yes,'  they  said,  *in  that  House '  (pointing  to 
a  clay  Hovel).    But  General  Lentulus  soon  appeared ;  and  — 

''  His  Majesty  has  been  very  gracious ;  asked  me  many  ques- 
tions about  my  tour  to  Hungary.  I  saw  all  the  Troops  pass 
him  as  they  arrived  in  Camp.  They  made  a  very  fine  appear 
ance  really,  though  it  rained  hard  the  whole  time  we  were  out, 
and  as  his  Majesty  [age  62]  did  not  cloak,  we  were  all  heartily 
wet.  And,  what  was  worse,  went  from  the  field  to  Ord«is 
[giving  out  of  Parole,  and  the  like]  at  his  Quarters,  there  to 
make  our  bow  ;  —  where  we  stayed  in  our  wet  clothes  an  hour 
and  half  [towards  10  a.m.  by  this  time].  .  .  .  How  different 
at  the  Emperor's,  when  his  Imperial  Majesty  and  everybody 
was  cloaked  !    [Got  no  hurt  by  the  wet,  strange  to  say.]  .  .  . 

1  Account  of  it,  and  of  this  game,  in  Keith  too  (ii  18 ;  "  ViMuia^  3d 
ber,  1774  :  "  Keith  to  his  Father). 
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These  are  our  news  to  this  day.  And  now,  haying  eat  up  fire 
nights  ont  of  the  last  six,  and  been  in  rain  and  dirt  almost  all 
day,  I  wish  you  sincerely  good-night.  —  H.  8.  C. 

"P.S.  Breslau,  4th  September. —  .  .  .  My  Prussian  Cam- 
psign  is  finished,  and  as  muoh  to  my  satisfaction  as  possible. 
The  beauty  and  order  of  the  Troops,  their  great  disciplinSi 
their  ^  &c  &c, "  almost  pass  all  belief.  .  .  .  Yesterday  we  were 
on  horseback  early,  at  four  o'clock.  The  movement  was  con« 
ducted  with  a  spirit  and  order,  on  both  sides,  that  was  aston- 
ishing, and  struck  the  more  delightful  (ne)  by  the  variety,  as 
in  the  course  of  the  Action  the  Enemy,  conducted  by  Oeneral 
Anhalt  [head  all  right  as  yet],  took  three  different  positions 
before  his  final  retreat. 

**  The  moment  it  was  over  [nine  o'clock  or  so],  his  Majesty 
got  a  fresh  horse,  and  set  out  for  Potsdam,  after  receiving  th« 
eompliments  of  those  present^  or  rather  holding  a  kind  of 
short  Levee  in  the  field.  I  can't  say  how  much,  in  my  par* 
tienlar,  I  am  obliged  to  his  Majesty  for  his  extraordinary 
leoeption,  and  distinction  shown  me  throughout.  Each  day 
after  the  Manoeuvre,  and  giving  the  Orders  of  the  day,  he  held 
a  little  Levee  at  the  door,  or  in  the  court ;  at  which,  I  can 
assure  you,  it  is  not  an  exaggeration  of  vanity  to  say,  that  ha 
Hot  only  talked  to  me,  but  literally  to  nobody  else  at  alL  It 
was  a  good  deal  each  time,  and  as  soon  as  finished  he  made 
his  bow,  and  retired,  though  all,  or  most,  of  the  other  For- 
eigners were  standing  by,  as  well  as  his  own  Generals.  He 
%Iso  called  me  up,  and  spoke  to  me  several  times  on  horseback, 
irhen  we  were  out,  which  he  seldom  did  to  anybody. 

''The  Prince  Soyal  also  showed  me  much  civility.  The 
aeoond  day,  he  asked  me  to  come  and  drink  a  dish  of  tea  with 
liim  after  dinner,  and  kept  me  an  hour  and  half.  He  told 
tne,  among  other  things,  that  the  King  of  Prussia  had  a  high 
Opinion  of  me,  and  that  it  came  chiefly  from  the  favorable 
manner  in  which  Duke  Ferdinand  and  the  Hereditary  Prince 
[of  Brunswick]  had  spoken  of  me.  .  .  .  Pray  let  Horaee 
"^alpole  know  my  address,  that  I  may  have  all  the  chance  f 
can  of  hearing  from  him.  But  if  he  comes  to  Paris,  I  forgivt 
lam.— H.  B.C.'' 
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Friedrich's  Beyiews,  though  fine  to  look  upon,  or  indeed 
the  finest  in  the  world,  were  by  no  means  of  spectacular 
hature;  but  of  altogether  serious  and  practical,  almost  of 
solemn  and  terrible,  to  the  parties  interested.  Like  the  strict- 
est College  Examination  for  Degrees,  as  we  said ;  like  a  Boyal 
Assize  or  Doomsday  of  the  Year;  to  Military  people,  and 
over  the  upper  classes  of  Berlin  Society,  nothing  oould  be 
more  serious.  Major  KaJtenbom,  an  Ex-Prussian  Officer,  pre- 
sumably of  oyer-talkative  habits,  who  sounds  on  us  like  a  very 
mess-room  of  the  time  all  gathered  under  one  hat,  — describes 
in  an  almost  awful  manner  the  kind  of  terror  with  which  all 
people  awaited  these  Annual  Assizes  for  trial  of  militarj 
merit. 

^<What  a  sight,"  says  he,  '^  and  awakening  what  thoughts^ 
that  of  a  body  of  from  18,000  to  20,000  soldiers,  in  solemn 
silence  and  in  deepest  reverence,  awaiting  their  fate  from  one 
man !  A  Review,  in  Friedrich's  time,  was  an  important  mo- 
ment for  almost  the  whole  Country.  The  fortune  of  whole 
families  often  depended  on  it :  from  wives,  mothers,  children 
and  friends,  during  those  terrible  three  days,  there  arose  fer- 
vent wishes  to  Heaven,  that  misfortune  might  not,  as  was 
too  frequently  the  case,  befall  their  husbands,  fathers,  sons 
and  friends,  in  the  course  of  them.  Here  the  King,  as  it 
were,  weighed  the  merits  of  his  Officers,  and  distributed, 
according  as  he  found  them  light  or  heavy,  praise  or  blame, 
rebukes  or  favors;  and  often,  too  often,  punishments,  to  be 
felt  through  life.  One  single  unhappy  moment  [especially 
if  it  were  the  last  of  a  long  series  of  such !  ]  often  deprived  the 
bravest  Officer  of  his  bread,  painfully  earned  in  peace  and 
war,  and  of  his  reputation  and  honor,  at  least  in  the  eyes  of 
most  men,  who  judge  of  everything  only  by  its  issue.  The 
higher  you  had  risen,  the  easier  and  deeper  your  fall  might  be 
at  an  unlucky  Review.  The  Heads  and  Commanders  of  regi- 
ments were  always  in  danger  of  being  sent  about  their  busi- 
ness (weggeQogty^ 

The  fact  is,  I  Kaltenborn  quitted  the  Prussian  Service,  and 
took  Hessian, — being  (presumably)  of  exaggerative,  ove^ 
talkative  nature,  and  strongly  gravitating  Opposition  wsji 
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— iTfaiumiiwi  jifmiiB  diot  tb^  Kmg'  delighted  in  notiiing'  ao 
nns^  »  n  SB:  people's  fiicea  ehescfixL  aboat  him;  provided 
tiir  jEiflF  lir  ii:  wore  oat  too  high*    Qsr  ia  anotiier  pamge 


iijr  J-  in  die  mnmiTiy  1^  day's  MazuBavre  had 
^rmnAatr^  suL  •iwicyJiiiig'  was  alsBidy  in  its  place  agaun. 
SczKi|SC  ^*""  tzie  ^zxnuid  jul  ^*— *^  of  csgxmentBy  che  Mftjcn^ 
r.  iaL  JLiCBs^ifrCaiiip.  ami  ream,  tfvsry  hmBplinn  one  (3ft-^ 
Tinwwtt.  'a  SBad^xmiEoeia.  Id  waa  .mpoaBibie  tao  speidc 
assfdlLr.  ir  iaaBncfivolv;  dum  tiie  King  «iid  iin  siieii 
dfoe'^  oar  iix  bud' burner  D;!^  tiien  a  v.^ 
^^-^^n:  Ti  'iBBST  jom  teiivBr  Jk  Miiisuy  Leomze.  as  it  wenL 
He  kaBw  ^aEocrcLj  ^▼ha  hud  3ul«L  Twbas  laoBed  die  fiasil^ 
sni  amr  ±  ingng  md  sfacraid  have  been  sBCtxevvcL  His 
TiBce  ^vas  joft  md  pesaoanve  >  Mmrmmmm\ :  he 
aad  aoDBBEsd  rasiier  hear  aoeai  jEvmg^  joiml  idrzce 


±r  -jiacaDee.  he  ooee  mad  to  ^xeaaBsd  Trm  Li 
HeMi  at  die  Black  Tfiigmw :  -  Y.mr  stwm*.  Axxaek  -wmio. 
gone  vonr^vRiL  had  sot  janr  Twn  jn^udinn 
too  amch  <  jjMi>jii.jwtf<^  The  hnvre  DPiLann^  mumi  -v  Timnv 
how  diev' «SBL  nde.  Bur  ion'r  I  kmnr  -jat  -ml  -Buosbt: 
and  aiao  diar  ^on  jTcrrecoxu  Lanaow^  jkwssF^  "huuee  -iar  .1 
luiijea  fmm  die  Thole  rrauixiixt  zar  tout  nrri  ^ozsuobosl 
waa.  dien*fijfK  ':io  3«m  i^  ill  zar  dux^  r»4I 
to  da  30  TzvaioiTnw.  aut  ron  -»iil  5«*  it  -rrZ  je 
an  win  reanain  *i«irr  .n  -h«r  jilAci^s.  mii  dw-  j«±  t~^:c  *» 
to  keep  hetter  in  lizsev  :a  ^mmz  ^n.  —  jLii.^wii«»r  "m**. 
obeerved.  in  i«WTtain  ?.Trfr^T*i5im«it.  ~iLiS  "iu"-  ^.th.*r^  t^-^  -r^R 
long  in  getting  Tnt  dw*TT  ^artrnfiw*.  l*i^  -a^.i  v.  -ht*  \in-nj»n.'  int; 
*Do  yon  knnw  die <^avu9e  li  -bw.  117-  t^^^ir  '.•  vtv  \i--.-.  .W 
eartonche.  *Ji  diip^  •ar?TTitae*-^rf^T,  ."uui  "f2  v,*>s  -rv.  !-..»f:.»  -?i#i' 
feUow  sticks  hi*  -^ght  'sw^rri^eji,  -rrrK»w.r  -ar-r.!?  vi-ar  :r..i  ;a 
the  poor  denl  fnmhlea  ^nii  jrrr^^s  -jrrfnit,  siwt  -swr-^ir  /igt'  ^4^;^t 
of  any.    But  no'w    .f  -h*^    >fl<*Arq    ^iTi*i    .v»>    /^    ^    Ks»r    »^ 

place  them  ail    "VMl    V»i?l*th^^     r,      rr*>    vi'..1.l'>     ."^     ^^^      '^'^fr^^^oUm 

he  wonld  nenpr  luik^   i   'ajja  ,Tv»r,.   -nri     >♦<*    /,«/r,/.fr    '^/,«it«i 
fo  aa  qniek  igam.      >n(y    >^.     r.»?r    jiflp^v^    K<t*  l   .*^    •< 
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this   obseryation,  and  I  am  sure   they  will   gladly   attend 

to  it' "  * 

Of  humane  consolatory  Anecdotes,  in  this  kind,  Ofor  Oppo> 
sition  Kaltenbom  gives  several ;  of  the  rhadamanthine  deso- 
lating or  destructive  kind,  though  such  also  ooold  not  be 
wanting,  if  your  Assize  is  to  be  good  for  anything,  he  giyes 
us  none.  And  so  far  as  I  can  leaiH;  che  effective  puniahments, 
dismissals  and  the  like,  were  of  tne  due  rarity  and  propriety; 
though  the  flashes  of  unjust  rebuke,  fulminant  severity,  light- 
nings from  the  gloom  of  one^s  own  sorrows  and  ill-humor,  were 
much  more  frequent,  but  were  seldom  —  I  do  not  know  if  ever 
—  persisted  in  to  the  length  of  practical  result.  This  is  a 
Shadamanthus  much  interested  not  to  be  unjust,  and  to  dis- 
criminate good  from  bad !  Of  Ziethen  there  are  two  famous 
Review  Anecdotes,  omitted  and  omissible  by  Kaltenbom,  so 
well  known  are  they :  one  of  each  kind.  At  a  certain  Review, 
year  not  ascertainable,  —  long  since,  prior  to  the  Seven-Tears 
War, — the  King's  humor  was  of  the  grimmest,  nothing  but 
faults  all  round ;  to  Ziethen  himself,  and  the  Ziethen  Hussars, 
he  said  various  hard  things,  and  at  length  this  hardest :  ''Out 
of  my  sight  with  you  I "  *  Upon  which  Ziethen  —  a  stratum 
of  red-hot  kindling  in  Ziethen  too,  as  was  easily  possible  — 
turns  to  his  Hussars,  ''  Right  about,  Rechts  um :  march ! "  and 
on  the  instant  did  as  bidden.  Disappeared,  double-quick ;  and 
at  the  same  high  pace,  in  a  high  frame  of  mind,  rattled  on 
to  Berlin,  home  to  his  quarters,  and  there  first  drew  bridle. 
"  Turn ;  for  Heaven's  sake,  bethink  you ! "  said  more  than  one 
friend  whom  he  met  on  the  road :  but  it  was  of  no  use.  Every- 
body said,  '^  Ziethen  is  ruined ; "  but  Ziethen  never  heard  of 
the  thing  more. 

Anecdote  Second  is  not  properly  of  a  Review,  but  of  an  in- 
cidental Parade  of  the  Guard,  at  Berlin  (25th  December,  1784), 
by  the  King  in  person :  Parade,  or  rather  giving  out  of  the 
Parole  after  it,  in  the  King's  Apartments ;  which  is  always  a 
kind  of  Military  Levee  as  well ;  —  and  which,  in  this  instanoe, 

^  Anonjmoiis  (Kaltenborn),  Brie/e  tine*  ahen  Prmtstitdien  Offidtn  (Hohda* 
toUern,  1790),  ii.  24-26. 

s  liadAme  de  Blnmentlua,  Lifi  of  Ziethen,  I  2S5. 
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was  long  famous  amopg  the  Berlin  people.  King  is  just  ar- 
rived for  Carnival  season ;  old  Ziethen  will  not  fail  to  pay  his 
duty,  though  climbing  of  the  stairs  is  heavy  to  a  man  of  85 
gone.  This  is  Madam  Blumenthal's  Narrative  (corrected,  as 
it  needs,  in  certain  points)  :  — 

''  Saturday,  25th  Decernber,  1784,  Ziethen,  in  spite  of  the 
burden  of  eightynsix  years,  went  to  the  Palace,  at  the  end  of 
the  Parade,  to  pay  his  Sovereign  this  last  tribute  of  respect, 
ftnd  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  after  six  months' 
absence.  The  Parole  was  given  out,  the  orders  imparted  to 
the  (xenerals,  and  the  King  had  turned  towards  the  Princes 
of  the  Blood,  —  when  he  perceived  Ziethen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Hall,  between  his  Son  and  his  two  Aides-de-Gamp. 
Surprised  in  a  very  agreeable  manner  at  this  unexpected  sight, 
he  broke  out  into  an  exclamation  of  joy ;  and  directly  making 
up  to  him,  —  'What,  my  good  old  Ziethen,  are  you  there!' 
said  his  Majesty:  'How  sorry  am  I  that  you  have  had  the 
trouble  of  walking  up  the  staircase !  I  should  have  called 
upon  you  myself.  How  have  you  been  of  late  ? '  '  Sire,'  an- 
swered Ziethen,  '  my  health  is  not  amiss,  my  appetite  is  good ; 
bat  my  strength !  my  strength ! '  '  This  account,'  replied  the 
King,  'makes  me  happy  by  halves  only:  but  you  must  be 
tired ;  —  I  shall  have  a  chair  for  you.'  [Thing  unexampled  in 
the  annals  of  Royalty !]  A  chair,"  on  order  to  Ziethen's  Aides- 
de-Camp,  "was  quickly  brought.  Ziethen,  however,  declared 
that  he  was  not  at  all  fatigued :  the  King  maintained  that  he 
was.  '  Sit  down,  good  Father  (Mein  lieber  alter  Pajpa  Ziethen^ 
setze  Er  sich  doch)\^  continued  his  Majesty:  *I  will  have  it 
so ;  otherwise  I  must  instantly  leave  the  room ;  for  I  cannot 
allow  you  to  be  incommoded  under  my  own  roof.'  The  old 
General  obeyed,  and  Friedrich  the  Great  remained  standing 
before  him,  in  the  midst  of  a  brilliant  circle  that  had  thronged 
round  them.  After  asking  him  many  questions  respecting  his 
hearing,  his  memory  and  the  general  state  of  his  health,  he 
at  length  took  leave  of  him  in  these  words :  '  Adieu,  my  dear 
Ziethen  [it  was  his  last  adieu  !]  —  take  care  not  to  catch  cold ; 
nnr^e  yourself  well,  and  live  as  long  as  you  can,  that  I  may 
often  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.'   After  having  said 
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the  King,  instead  of  speaking  to  the  other  Grenerals,  and  walk- 
ing through  the  saloons,  as  nsoal,  retired  abmptly,  and  dmt 
himself  up  in  his  closet."  ^ 

Following  in  date  these  small  Conway  Phenomena,  if  these, 
so  extraneous  and  insignificant,  can  hare  any  glimmer  of  mem- 
orability to  readers,  are  two  other  occurrences,  especially  one 
other,  which  come  in  at  this  part  of  the  series,  and  gready 
more  require  to  be  disengaged  from  the  dust-heape,  and  prd> 
sented  for  remembrance. 

In  1775,  the  King  had  a  fit  of  illness ;  which  long  occupied 
certain  Gazetteers  and  others.  That  is  the  first  occurrence  of 
the  two,  and  far  the  more  important.  He  himself  says  of  i^ 
in  his  History  J  all  that  is  essential  to  us  here :  — 

''  Towards  the  end  of  1775,  the  King  was  attacked  by  several 
strong  consecutive  fits  of  gout.  Van  Swieten,  a  &mou8  Doe- 
tor's  Son,  and  Minister  of  the  Imperial  Court  at  Berlin,  todL 
it  into  his  head  that  this  gout  was  a  declared  dropsy ;  and, 
glad  to  announce  to  his  Court  the  approaching  death  of  an 
enemy  that  had  been  dangerous  to  it,  boldly  informed  his 
Kaiser  that  the  King  was  drawing  to  his  end,  and  would  not 
last  out  the  year.  At  this  news  the  soul  of  Joseph  flames  into 
enthusiasm ;  all  the  Austrian  troops  are  got  on  march,  their 
Rendezvous  marked  in  Bohemia ;  and  the  Elaiser  waits,  full  of 
impatience,  at  Vienna,  till  the  expected  event  arrives ;  ready 
then  to  penetrate  at  once  into  Saxony,  and  thence  to  the  Fron- 
tiers of  Brandenburg,  and  there  propose  to  the  King's  Succes- 
sor the  alternative  of  either  surrendering  Silesia  straightway 
to  the  House  of  Austria,  or  seeing  himself  overwhelmed  bj 
Austrian  troops  before  he  could  get  his  own  assembled.  All 
these  things,  which  were  openly  done,  got  noised  abroad  every- 


1  Blumenthal,  ii.  341 ;  MOitair^Lexthm,  iv.  318.  Chodowiecki  has 
an  Engrayiug  of  this  Scene ;  uaefol  to  look  at  for  its  militaiy  Poitnits,  if  d 
little  esteem  otherwise.  Strangely  enough,  both  in  BlumaOkal  and  in  Chodo- 
wiecki's  Engrctcing  the  year  is  given  as  1785  (plainly  impoosible) ;  MXtait' 
Lexikon  misprints  the  month;  and,  one  way  or  other, oiilj  BodHibtck(ft 
816)  ia  right  in  both  day  and  year. 
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where ;  and  did  not,  as  is  easy  to  believe,  cement  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Two  Courts.  To  the  Public  this  scene  appeared 
the  more  ridiculous,  as  the  King  of  Prussia,  having  only  had 
a  common  gout  in  larger  dose  than  common,  was  already  well 
of  it  again,  before  the  Austrian  Army  had  got  to  their  Ren- 
dezvous. The  Kaiser  made  all  these  troops  return  to  their  old 
quarters ;  and  the  Court  of  Vienna  had  nothing  but  mockery 
for  its  imprudent  conduct."  * 

The  first  of  these  gout-attacks  seems  to  have  come  in  the 
end  of  September,  and  to  have  lasted  about  a  month ;  after 
which  the  illness  abated,  and  everybody  thought  it  was  gone. 
The  Eidser-Joseph  evolution  must  have  been  in  October,  and 
have  got  its  mockery  in  the  next  months.  Friedrich,  writing 
to  Voltaire^  October  22d,  has  these  words:  ...  ''A  pair  of 
charming  Letters  from  Femey ;  to  which,  had  they  been  from 
the  great  Demiurgus  himself,  I  could  not  have  dictated  Answer. 
Gout  held  me  tied  and  garroted  for  four  weeks;  —  gout  in 
both  feet  and  in  both  hands ;  and,  such  its  extreme  liberality, 
in  both  elbows  too :  at  present  the  pains  and  the  fever  have 
abated,  and  I  feel  only  a  very  great  exhaustion."  •  "  Four  con- 
secutive attacks ;  hope  they  are  now  all  over ; "  but  we  read, 
within  the  Spring  following,  that  there  have  been  in  all  twelve 
of  them ;  and  in  May,  1776,  the  Newspapers  count  eighteen 
quasi-consecutive.  So  that  in  reality  the  King^s  strength  was 
sadly  reduced ;  and  his  health,  which  did  not  recover  its  old 
average  till  about  1780,  continued,  for  several  years  after  this 
bad  fit,  to  be  a  constant  theme  of  curiosity  to  the  Grazetteer 
species,  and  a  matter  of  solicitude  to  his  friends  and  to  his 
enemies. 

Of  the  Kaiser's  immense  ambition  there  can  be  no  question. 
He  is  stretching  himself  out  on  every  side ;  "  seriously  wish- 
ing," thinks  Friedrich,  "  that  he  could  '  revivify  the  German 
Reich,'"  —  new  Barbarossa  in  improved  fixed  form;  how 
noble!  Certainly,  to  King  Friedrich's  sad  conviction,  "the 
Austrian  Court  is  aiming  to  swallow  all  manner  of  dominions 
that  may  fall  within  its  grasp."  Wants  Bosnia  and  Servia  in 
the  East;  longs  to  seize  certain  Venetian  Territories,  which 

1  (Euvru  de  Fridhk,  tI.  124.  <  lb.  xzt.  44. 
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wonld  unite  Trieste  and  the  Milanese  to  the  TyxoL  Is  thtow- 
ing  out  hooks  on  Modena,  on  the  Ferrarede,  on  this  and  on 
that.  Looking  with  eager  eyes  on  Bavaria, — the  sitoation  of 
which  is  peculiar ;  the  present  Kur-Baiern  being  elderly,  child- 
less ;  and  his  Heir  the  like,  who  withal  is  already  Kur-Pfalx, 
and  will  unite  the  Two  Electorates  under  one  head ;  a  thing 
which  Austria  regards  with  marked  dislike.^  These  are  anxious 
considerations  to  a  King  in  Friedrich's  sick  state.  In  his  pri- 
yate  circle,  too,  there  are  sorrows :  death  of  Fouquet,  death  of 
Quintus  Icilius,  of  Seidlitz,  Quantz  (good  old  Quantz,  with  his 
fine  Flutings  these  fifty  years,  and  the  still  finer  memories 
he  awoke !  *),  —  latterly  an  unusual  number  of  deaths.  The 
ruggedly  intelligent  Quintus,  a  daily  companion,  and  guest  at 
the  supper-table,  died  few  months  before  this  fit  of  gout ;  and 
must  have  been  greatly  missed  by  Friedrich.  Fouquet,  at 
Brandenburg,  died  last  year :  his  benefactor  in  the  early  Cfks- 
trin  distresses,  his  '^Bayard,"  and  chosen  friend  ever  since; 
how  conspicuously  dear  to  Friedrich  to  the  last  is  still  evident 
A  Friedrich  getting  lonely  enough,  and  the  lights  of  his  life 
going  out  around  him ;  —  has  but  one  sure  consolation,  which 
comes  to  him  as  compulsion  withal,  and  is  not  neglected,  that 
of  standing  steadfast  to  his  work,  whatever  the  mood  and 
posture  be. 

The  Event  of  1776  is  Czarowitsh  Paul's  arrival  in  Berlin, 
and  Betrothal  to  a  second  Wife  there;  his  first  having  died 
in  childbirth  lately.  The  first  had  been  of  Friedrich's  choos- 
ing, but  had  behaved  ill,  —  seduced  by  Spanish-French  Diplo- 
macies, by  this  and  that,  poor  young  creature :  —  the  second 
also  was  of  Friedrich's  choosing,  and  a  still  nearer  connection : 
figure  what  a  triumphant  event !  Event  now  fallen  dead  to 
every  one  of  us ;  and  hardly  admitting  the  smallest  Note,  — 
except  for  chronology's  sake,  which  it  is  always  satisfactory 
to  keep  clear:  — 

'<  Caarowitsh  Paul's  first  Wife,  the  Hessen-Darmstadt  Prin> 

1  (Euvna  de  FridOric,  vi.  123. 

>  Friedrich's  Teacher  of  the  Flute ;  procured  for  him  hy  his  Mother  (rapt^ 
▼i.  144^ 
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oess  of  Three,  died  of  her  HrRt  child  April  2iMi,  1774 '.  t^ft^ry^ 
body  whlBpered,  <  It  is  none  of  PatirN  I '  who,  n^rt^tHmUm, 
was  inoonsolabley  the  wild  heart  of  him  liko  to  hrtmk  tm  Urn 
oocnnenoe.  By  good  luck,  Prince  Henri  luui  sc^i  oui^  iff  UtfU 
tation,  on  a  second  visit  to  Petersburg  (  and  arriv«Mi  itMrr*^  at^y 
on  April  26th,*  the  very  day  of  th«  fatality.  VriiMytt  U^un 
soothed,  consoled  the  poor  Czarowitsli ;  gradually  br<;M|^ii  hm 
round ;  agreed  with  his  Czarina  Motbt^r,  that  h**  iiiu«i  \*M^n  a 
new  Wife ;  and  dexterously  fixed  h«r  ijhoi«>«?  ow  a  '  Wm*«j*?  ^4  iJu^ 
King's  and  Henri's.*  Eldest  I>aaght«*r  of  Bug»i*  *jlf  ^'viI^wup 
berg,  of  whom,  as  an  excellent  0«n«^,  tlioui^ti  al«o  a«  a  ou^j/ 
Husband,  readers  hare  wjmH  UiHtnory-f  m/w  IWJtiK  ^i^Mn^wu 
at  Mttmpelgard,  the  WurUfUi>>jn^  A]mhu^H  rW«/Mi*M*ilUfc#^<i,  ggt 
the  French  call  it],  in  th«j»e  pip)t>K  ti«*^  '^  J'^nM)*'  —  Hi***  jn 
the  Princess.  To  King  Kri^ri^jJ/'«  i^«9at  nvrj/rin*'  at*','  y/y 
The  Mttmpelgard  J*riuf;'i]r<ii'iii^^,  ^tfi  Vff^^uw^-  j^fti^'j^^tir  i»«* 
summoned  to  Berlin.  Cxar/triuh  Pa«^J,  vn4*ff  jJ^irTr  *ii«»«jH., 
and  under  gala  and  fffvU'trit'iht  fi'/ui  tl>«'  ffnji^imf  *nn^%sfi*[  ihic 
rired  in  Berlin  2l5t  Juh'.  177^  .  wa*  t^^^^/tJ*^  Vv  *»•*  W|k. 
temberg  FiinwsB  straigkrtwa:y  :  au<J  ttfVt  a*/^H  n/  1«/#^/f»ij^ii 
of  fegU lilies  still  mor%  trmn^sifTtsO^si^  ifi*^.tt^-  l^/tM  r^'^^/i*  i««v«  V/ 
Petersburg:  anc  w»  tii^9t%  i»r^<i^  }H«;i;  '/<H^/«^-«  hfU'rr^Piff 
—  Czv  and  CzariiA.  kxi^  StfjC  tj^  ^jmttt^jy  j*f^f^  *«*i^.  m*»<J  ^^h^t 

'^xyK   ^!S««'  ap**?*.  ^*      •"""  'r'  "-^»*.^--'       ^  *  t      .rf^-       *^  y     ^  ^  ^' 

if.      .•.•;,*»•      ••<•*•*-•-»' 
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Hxuierant  Sherlock  and  Eleven  other  EnglUh  are  pre^ 
sented  to  Friedrich  on  a  Court  Occasion  (8th  Octo- 
ber, 1777)  ;  and  Two  of  them  get  spoken  tOj  and  speak 
each  a  Word.  Eoccellency  Hugh  Elliot  i$  their  Lh 
troducer, 

Harris,  afterwards  Earl  of  Malmesbnry,  succeeded  Mitchell 
at  Berlin;  "Polish  troubles"  (heartily  indifferent  to  Eng- 
land), "  Dantzig  squabbles  "  (miraculously  important  there),  — 
nothing  worth  the  least  mention  now.  Excellency  Harris 
quitted  Berlin  in  Autumn,  1776 ;  gave  place  to  an  Excellency 
Hugh  Elliot  (one  of  the  Minto  Elliots,  Brother  of  the  first 
Earl  of  Minto,  and  himself  considerably  noted  in  the  world), 
of  whom  we  have  a  few  words  to  say. 

Elliot  has  been  here  since  April,  1777;  stays  some  five 
years  in  this  post ;  —  with  not  much  Diplomatic  employment, 
I  should  think,  but  with  a  style  of  general  bearing  and  social 
physiognomy,  which,  with  some  procedures  partly  incidental 
as  well,  are  still  remembered  in  Berlin.  Something  of  spying, 
too,  doubtless  there  was ;  bribing  of  menials,  opening  of  Let- 
ters :  I  believe  a  great  deal  of  that  went  on  ;  impossible  to 
prevent  under  the  carefulest  of  Kings.*  Hitherto,  with  one 
exception  to  be  mentioned  presently,  his  main  business  seems 
to  have  been  that  of  introducing,  on  different  Court-Days,  a 
great  number  of  Travelling  English,  who  want  to  see  the 
King,  and  whom  the  King  little  wants,  but  quietly  submits 
to.  Incoherent  Sherlock,  whom  we  discover  to  have  been  of 
the  number,  has,  in  his  tawdry  disjointed  Book,  this  Pas- 
sage :  — 

^  An  ingenioiis  joung  Friend  of  mine,  connected  with  Legationaij  Biui- 
ness,  found  lately,  at  the  Hagae,  a  consecutive  Series,  complete  for  foororfire 
years  (I  think,  from  1780  onwards),  of  Friedrich's  Litters  to  hin  Minuter  n 
London,  —  Copies  punctually  filched  as  they  went  through  the  Post-office  there : 
—  specimens  of  which  I  saw ;  and  the  whole  of  which  I  might  hare  seen,  had 
it  heen  worth  the  effort  necessary.  But  Friedrich's  London  BiCnister,  in  thii 
case,  was  a  person  of  no  significance  or  intimacy ;  and  the  King^s  Letters, 
though  strangely  exact,  clear  and  even  elucidative  on  English  Coort-Politict 
»nd  ricissitndes,  seemed  to  be  nearly  barren  as  to  Prussian. 
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•*The  last  time  of  my  seeing  him  [this  Hero-King  of  my 
heart]  was  at  Berlin  [not  a  hint  of  the  time  when].  He  came 
thither  to  receive  the  adieus  of  the  Baron  de  Swieten,  Minis- 
ter from  their  Imperial  Majesties  [thank  yon ;  that  means  8th 
October,  1777  ^],  and  to  give  audience  to  the  new  Minister,  the 
Count  Cobenzl.  The  Foreign  Ministers,  the  persons  who  were 
to  be  presented  [we,  for  instance],  and  the  Military,  were  all 
that  were  at  Court.  We  were  ten  English  [thirteen  by  tale] : 
the  King  spoke  to  the  fir3t  and  the  last ;  not  on  account  of 
their  situation,  but  because  their  names  struck  him.  The  first 
was  Major  Dalrymple.  To  him  the  King  said:  *You  have 
been  presented  to  me  before  ? '  *  I  ask  your  Majesty's  par- 
don ;  it  was  my  Uncle  '  (Lord  Dalrymple,  of  whom  pres- 
ently). Mr.  Pitt  [unknown  to  me  which  Pitt,  subsequent 
Lord  Camelf  ord  or  another]  was  the  last  The  King :  *  Are 
you  a  relation  of  Lord  Chatham's  ? '  *  Yes,  Sire.'  — '  He  is  a 
man  whom  I  highly  esteem '  [read  "  esteemed  "]. 

<'  He  then  went  to  the  Foreign  Ministers ;  and  talked  more 

to  Prince  Dolgorucki,  the  Eussian  Ambassador,  than  to  any 

other.     In  the  midst  of   his  conversation  with  this  Prince, 

he  turned  abruptly  to  Mr.  Elliot,  the  English  Minister,  and 

asked :  *  What  is  the  Duchess  of  Kingston's  family  name  ? ' 

This  transition  was  less  Pindaric  than  it  appears ;  he  had  just 

been  speaking  of  the  Court  of  Petersburg,  and  that  Lady 

was  then  there."  *    Whereupon  Sherlock  hops  his  ways  again ; 

leaving  us  considerably  uncertain.    But,  by  a  curious  accident, 

here,  at  first-hand,  is  confirmation  of  the  flighty  creature ;  — 

a  Letter  from  Excellency  Elliot  himself  having  come  our 

way:  — 

To  William  Eden,  Esquire  (of  the  Foreign  Office,  London; 
Elliot's  Brother-in-law ;  afterwards  Lord  Auckland), 

"  BxELnr,  ISth  October,  1777. 

''Mt  dear  Eden,  —  If  you  are  waiting  upon  tbe  pinnaeld 
of  all  impatience  to  give  me  news  from  the  Hovf 
their  then  famous  *^  Seizure  of  Philadelpthia^^  iri 

1  Bodenbeck,  iiL  172.  *  ' 
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what  we  know  1],  I  am  waiting  with  no  less  impatiiooe  to 
reoeive  it,  and  think  every  other  subject  too  little  intemtbig 
to  be  mentioned.  I  must,  howeyer,  tell  yon,  the  King  b» 
been  here ;  ^  to  the  astonishment  of  all  croakers,  hearty  and  in 
high  spirits.  He  was  very  civil  to  all  of  us.  I  was  attended 
by  one  dozen  English,  which  nearly  completes  my  half-hundnd 
this  season.  Pitt  made  one  of  the  twelve,  and  was  particu- 
larly distinguished.  King  :  '  Monsieur  est^l  parent  de  MyM 
Chatham?'  Pitt:  *  Out,  Sire:  Knro  :  '  (Peet  ten  hmm 
que  fat  beaucoup  esHmS: 

*^  You  have  no  idea  of  the  joy  the  people  expressed  to  lee 
the  King  on  Horseback,  —  all  the  Grub-street  nonsense  of 
'a  Country  groaning  under  the  weight  of  its  burdens,'  of  U 
Nation  governed  with  a  rod  of  iron,'  vanished  before  the  sin* 
cere  acclamations  of  all  ranks,  who  joined  in  testifying  thai 
enthusiasm  for  their  great  Monarch.  I  long  for  Harris  and 
Company  [Excellency  Harris;  making  for  Russia,  I  believe]; 
they  are  to  pig  together  in  my  house ;  so  that  I  flatter  myself 
with  having  a  near  view,  if  not  a  taste,  of  connubial  joji. 
My  love  to  E  and  e  [your  big  leaner  and  your  UttUj  a  baby 
in  arms,  who  are  my  Sister  and  Niece  ;  —  pretty,  this !]. 
Your  most  affectionate,  H.  K 

"  P.  S.  I  quite  forgot  to  tell  you,  I  sent  out  a  servant  some 
time  ago  to  England  to  bring  a  couple  of  Horses.  He  will 
deliver  some  Packets  to  you ;  which  I  beg  you  will  send,  with 
Lord  Marischal's  compliments,  to  their  respective  Addresses. 
There  is  also  a  china  cup  for  Mr.  Macnamara,  Lawyer,  in  the 
Temple  or  Lincoln's  Inn,  from  the  same  person  [lively  old 
gentleman,  age  91  gone  ;  did  die  next  year].  What  does 
Eleanor  mean  about  my  Congratulatory  Letter  to  Lord  Suf- 
folk [our  Foreign  Secretary,  on  his  marriage  lately]?  I 
wished  his  Lordship,  most  sincerely,  every  happiness  in  hi^ 
new  state,  as  soon  as  I  knew  of  it.  I  beg,  however,  Eleanor 
will  do  the  like ;  —  and  although  it  is  not  my  system  to 
'congratulate'  anybody  upon  marriage,  yet  I  never  fail  to 

1  "Came  to  Berlin  Sth  October/'  on  the  Van-Swieten  enasd;  "tfV 
Princess  Amelia  twice;  and  on  the  9th  retomed  to  Potsdam'*  (Bodenbec^ 
iii.  172). 


X  rHAPTER  OF   MLSCELLANTEfl.  r;>l 


•«  •  i  I 


w:BrL  -nusm   -riuit;.  I  diink,  it  La  alwuya  two  to  oub  tixAj  do 
ain  imsum'  - 

Xi  Ti  "ie  Dairymple  of  Sh^r^Ayrk.  r*»a4l  thia  (Fn^idrtrh  en 
I^JunniMnr*i  "r^n  y-tiirn  Is^fore  -'*:...••  A  3f yiorrl  of  vvnnilRr- 
tL.  JumK  ^kUTt  DalrTmoie.  if  I  'imilii  r^nuiniiier  it],  of  amial)lA 

■JL  yvwr  larr.     •  -Li.  licv    r:ea  "ie  PrlncH  of  Philosophers, 
■aiHi  '     Hi  iH  xa*:* .  -a  Je  311a v :    iiii  t'-ji  4«irt  aim  irtfln  ' '     T<i 

—  •  ^•wi  Lmr —  '  ■'  Li  mon.  kncTTimr  J17  JLiaxat^nras.  •:hi3 
lC7'jiir:L  imfrtrrr*<i  -at  .)♦*  jiT^.iL:ii!e<:  17  ami .  mil  -vxs  r:i;ht 
•"Jtig  if  "sus  uimuiiear  ZiiiiiiiiiiaiHii  I  iuiv"  ^f?•^;  E  'XOf-jit 
aLL7  "iiH  name,  vliim  I  liiiul  it*':''*r  r?niHmnpr  7'''^  i"«  '^^J 
dta  iH^  iRfaainn^  '^i'/  i'>s  i'*:  1ih  p?r  oimsf  il  mchris- 
if  ir.  mil  "ifcii^  "iiar  )r  -'tair.  T'tiirh  *niiailv  vionipE  rn 
''  '  .ZarL  if  *tair  17  uni  ly  .  y»-p/iR^.  w  'i-nmi-^j'Tihev 
cf  "SXi*  imflC  Zdri  )f  ^nur.  iricr-  ii)  -vnil  kno^vn  rf>  joinr*  )f  u. 
Bf!ffnmi«  ITni^'ish  iniiif: r.-r  '.ii^r^  .11  17- ^.T  :f  t--  .rj:.-h  '.irnrt.- 

T!xac  T'Jirl  if  .i^niiui.M-r-fii'f  innJir  ?:rr    .-  T.-rrii  ^..-.-r-   irTf-r:- 
acn.     Jiir  mfiKirn  i;:!ir".-     mr    v:r:i  3Lr-:u:;z-;   :j:.:    ir^.-i^m- 
■QiiiMUiixi^  limit  At    jACiir-r.j-    n    r.  irtr-r  'hf-   izTPer:    *^.Lrr    f^y;.!^ 

na  "ki    iij   HI       .-*'::       .::ii.*e-ii:f-r.r    .\j:    .n.  1     r:::-r    •  .•n:r.i*f«. 
^ii*  *nii    if   '  1  —    '*•'  '.-•  .'^--,'—    'V   -      -  •    —•—•-•-■  ■    .  •     »-•"« 

WTTT  lo  if  "iii-  i'-.-»/-./.*  -.■:'.■■  /■,...•■■■.  ..  •  ;:..■  —  .  .  r-.-j.^T". 
3«ir^.n-? — L-.-:.r  ..  •  •  ...  -  .'■-■.:.-  •  -J."..  •■"'  ,  .nr 
Karii*-t    i::«    ."    :;  -..  ■  ■     ':•.-.    •  7..-"    '.c      r     -    .'..   ;urifl 

gc  » ii.i*ir  •'-**i     '       ..-  ■     ,-'...'.         :,-    V   •■..    '  ..r.i.'-ri! 

Ilia  "^ " '^wTLrrz  tTri-rr. :■-  r.    -..'.    ._v^.;.    „;A>-r:     i-    irf*^*". /,:. 

bziZL  .  ^> Ji:^  ^llaiSIiO.Vw-    ,.,:.-:   /-"..':      .•.;,.rtKr^.     ■    ^*,r,«T-. 

[jona*n^-nr>:u:  3  .t^j  t.- -.*':. -f-'  r  .*:•.:.    ■      - --.■•r-or-;..rf-:   ,.^ii»ir,/# 


^   •rakv        «•  .ill        «  I 


882  AFTERNOON  AND  EVENINO.  Book  XM 

Aivil-Oet.  1777 

chicken  after  chicken  all  day,  that  at  any  hour,  within  ten 
minutes,  my  Lord  may  dine ! ''  —  these  things  dwell  in  the 
memory  of  every  worthy  reader.  Here,  saved  from  my  poor 
friend  Smelfungus  (nobody  knows  how  much  of  him  I  sup- 
press), is  a  brief  jotting,  in  the  form  of  rough  memoranda,  if 
it  be  permissible :  — - 

''Pitt  four  years  King;  lost  in  quicksands  after  that ;  off  to 
Bath,  from  gout,  from  semi-insanity ;  '  India  should  pay,  but 
how?'  Lost  in  General-Warrants,  in  Wilkes  Controversies, 
American  Revolts,  —  generally,  in  shallow  quicksands ;  —  dies 
at  his  post,  but  his  post  had  become  a  delirious  one. 

''  A  delicate,  proud,  noble  man ;  pure  as  refined  gold.  Some- 
thing sensitive,  almost  feminine  in  him ;  yet  with  an  edge,  a 
fire,  a  steadiness ;  liker  Friedrich,  in  some  fine  principal  points, 
than  any  of  his  Contemporaries.  The  one  King  England  has 
had,  this  King  of  Four  Years,  since  the  Constitutional  system 
set  in.  Oliver  Cromwell,  yes  indeed,  — but  he  died,  and  there 
was  nothing  for  it  but  to  hang  his  body  on  the  gallows. 
Dutch  William,  too,  might  have  been  considerable, — but  he 
was  Dutch,  and  to  us  proved  to  be  nothing.  Then  again,  so 
long  as  Sarah  Jennings  held  the  Queen's  Majesty  in  bondage, 
some  gleams  of  Kinghood  for  us  under  Marlborough :  —  after 
whom  Noodleism  and  Somnambulism,  zero  on  the  back  of  zero, 
and  all  our  Affairs,  temporal,  spiritual  and  eternal,  jumbling 
at  random,  which  we  call  the  Career  of  Freedom,  till  Pitt 
stretched  out  his  hand  upon  them.  For  four  years;  never 
again,  he;  never  again  one  resembling  him,  — nor  indeed  can 
ever  be. 

"  Never,  I  should  think.  Pitts  are  not  bom  often ;  this 
Pitt's  ideas  could  occur  in  the  History  of  Mankind  once  only. 
Stranger  theory  of  society,  completely  believed  in  by  a  clear, 
sharp  and  altogether  human  head,  incapable  of  falsity,  was 
seldom  heard  of  in  the  world.  For  King :  open  your  mouth, 
let  the  first  gentleman  that  falls  into  it  (a  mass  of  Hanover 
stolidity,  stupidity,  foreign  to  you,  heedless  of  you)  be  King: 
Supreme  Majesty  he,  with  hypothetical  decorations,  dignities, 
solemn  appliances,  high  as  the  stars  (the  whole,  except  the 
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money,  a  mendacity,  and  sin  against  HcaTen)  t  him  y^\  Apa\m^ 
Sentof-God,  supreme  Captain  of  your  Englanil  (  and  tmvInK 
done  so, — tie  him  up  (according  to  Pitt)  with  (Jonstitutlimal 
straps,  80  that  he  cannot  stir  hand  or  foot,  for  f«NUr  of  iifV»ii|(*ni4i  i 
in  which  state  he  is  fully  cooked ;  throw  mn  at  hin  MiiJcHity*ii 
feet,  and  let  me  bless  Heaven  for  such  a  Tillar  of  Cjlotnl  hjr 
day. 

''Pitt,  closely  as  I  could  scruUniso,  ntwniu  mtviMP  Ui  hufm 
doubted  in  his  noble  heart  but  he  had  Nomn  rftvurcri'^  for 
Creorge  IL  '  Reverenced  his  Offico/  sajrn  a  slmpl«9  r«*4^l^^  ? 
Alas,  no,  my  friend,  man  does  not  *  rtirs»rf»un^  (MlUm/  \mi  tm\y 
sham-reverences  it  I  defy  hiffi  to  innfrtnititi  ariythtrii;  \^ii  tk 
Man  filling  an  Office  (with  or  withf/ut  salarjr;  tuMf.  K)l)Mi|| 
a  noble  office  ignobly ;  doing  a  tjtiUmiiMi  iMk  hi  a  '|«iMl/  U^ 
femal  maimer  ?  It  were  kind^  p^rliaptf  U^  f*iH  jf'NP  «w«^4 
through  him  (or  through  younelf;  ihaii  W  Uk«  i/^  l<^*^1fH| 
him !  If  inocmveuiiexjt  to  slay  Liiu  or  V/  •lay  J*^p^\t  (m  N 
oftenert  likely), — kwrp  wdl  W  Wiu4w4ir4  «yf  b)M}  )m  wA^ 
without  neeessity,  }«3taJuT  of  his  wAy*nAAiii»%  m  ti/>«  ^Ufk^ip 
earnest  Univene !  «  .  . 

"  Xo;  Xatepe  dow  mA  pf^uw;  wmfjf  K/t/U  —  m^i*  -s^^^  mf 
fjtk  erer  agsuii  ap>p}y  jn  yiir}jamii^rui  P^  a  '^iM^<*t*¥  '  7*^yf 
Toioea,  |fi«r  mont  rw*i*ii  yv><)^  i  y*f  Mf^M^/M^t  ^/n-^fif^  *S  ^^^m^ 
renes  Bwii**:,  p^'j}j:h^  yibyA^}j  ^/wu  ^^  >4ivMp«y  t,  p0  ^^m^ 
kuciw  wiaiaAW  : ""  -  .  .^fjw,fuifik. 

About  ionr  muutnt  t#s!ilyn;  tStiit  f^ii«i;  IS*'«yt  ^fM^  ^^vm^  »  ^U*9«! 
sol  ill  ijit:  U:iwjmait»:  iut^  i4t  fc'    ^n  tjrr  iim  v«^i  «?4#*>«»^  i4r  i^^ , 

Beriii^  sui  ww  u\ni\r:»*sm  w^^iX  n  vt^  /  n,/r  ^9«#in4]{i'^«  ^i<«''*«^ 
t^iiu  uxs7utui*%ivi  i/  -111*  ^.^tM*T9  Ti«*  4  t«^^>»tf  'ViTiR^  «p  *v<sr5**^ 
sue  muuVKnuf  tu^mr,  —  ^  f4^pi»ftt*i>^  .'/*«*'   V^^li^  V^^w^pn^ 

EnifiT.*^    'frlP'!^    *r»i?(y%-   ily<If'li    y«^#fSt«</  ^  -^^ 
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England !  ^  To  which  Franoe  at  least  does  appear  to  be  lend* 
ing  ear.  Lee,  turned  out  from  Vienna,  is  at  work  in  Berlin, 
this  while  past ;  making  what  progress  is  uncertain  to  some 
people. 

I  know  not  whether  it  was  by  my  Lord  Suffolk's  instigatioD, 
or  what  had  put  the  Britannic  Cabinet  on  such  an  idea,— 
perhaps  the  stolen  Letters  of  Friedrich,  which  show  so  exact 
a  knowledge  of  the  current  of  events  in  America  as  well  as 
England  ('^  knows  every  step  of  it,  as  if  he  were  there  himself 
the  Aroh-Enemy  of  honest  neighbors  in  a  time  of  stress !  ")** 
but  it  does  appear  they  had  got  it  into  their  sagacious  heads 
that  the  bad  neighbor  at  Berlin  was,  in  effect,  the  Arch-Enemy, 
probably  mainspring  of  the  whole  matter ;  and  that  it  would 
be  in  the  highest  degree  interesting  to  see  dearly  what  Lee 
and  he  had  on  hand.  Order  thereupon  to  Elliot :  '^  Do  it^  at 
any  price ; "  and  finally,  as  mere  price  will  not  answer,  "  Do  it 
by  any  method,  — steal  Lee's  Despatch-Box  for  us ! " 

Perhaps  few  Excellencies  living  had  less  appetite  for  such 
a  job  than  Elliot ;  but  his  Orders  were  peremptory,  ^'  Lee  is 
a  rebel,  quasi-outlaw ;  and  you  must ! "  Elliot  thereupon  took 
accurate  survey  of  the  matter ;  and  rapidly  enough,  and  with 
perfect  skill,  though  still  a  novice  in  Berlin  affairs,  managed 
to  do  it.  Privily  hired,  or  made  his  servant  hire,  the  chief 
Housebreaker  or  Pickpocket  in  the  City:  ^'Lee  lodges  in 
such  and  such  a  Hostelry ;  bring  us  his  Ked-Box  for  a  thirty 
hours  J  it  shall  be  well  worth  your  while ! "  And  in  brief 
space  the  Ked-Box  arrives,  accordingly ;  a  score  or  two  of 
ready-writers  waiting  for  it,  who  copy  all  day,  all  night,  at 
the  top  of  their  speed,  till  they  have  enough:  which  done, 
the  Lee  Bed-Box  is  left  on  the  stairs  of  the  Lee  Tavern ;  Box 
locked  again,  and  complete ;  only  the  Friedrich-Lee  Secrets 
completely  pumped  out  of  it,  and  now  rushing  day  and  night 
towards  England,  to  illuminate  the  Supreme  Council-Board 
there. 

This  astonishing  mass  of  papers  is  still  extant  in  En^and ; ' 

1  In  the  Edm-House  Archives ;  where  a  natunl  delicacj  (nnawmre  that  the 
qtiestionable  Legationary  f^  stands  in  print  for  so  manj  j9Kt»  fui)it 
properly  avexie  to  aay  promvlgttioa  of  them. 
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—  the  outside  of  them  I  have  seen,  by  no  means  the  inside, 
had  I  wished  it; — but  am  able  to  say  from  other  souroes, 
which  are  open  to  all  the  world,  that  seldom  had  a  Supreme 
Council-Board  procured  for  itself,  by  improper  or  proper  ways, 
a  Discovery  of  less  value!  Discovery  that  Lee  has  indeed 
been  urgent  at  Berlin ;  and  has  raised  in  Friedrioh  the  ques- 
tion, "  Have  you  got  to  such  a  condition  that  I  can,  with 
safety  and  advantage,  make  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with 
you?"  —  That  his  Minister  Schulenburg  has,  by  Order,  been 
investigating  Lee  on  that  head;  and  has  reported,  "No,  your 
Majesty,  Lee  and  People  are  not  in  such  a  condition ; "  that 
his  Majesty  has  replied,  "Well,  let  him  wait  till  they  are;" 
and  that  Lee  is  waiting  accordingly.  In  general.  That  his 
Majesty  is  not  less  concerned  in  guidance  or  encouragement 
of  the  American  War  than  he  is  in  ditto  of  the  Atlantic  Tides 
or  of  the  East-Wind  (though  he  does  keep  barometers  and 
meteorological  apparatus  by  him) ;  and  that  we  of  the  Council- 
Board  are  a — what  shall  I  say!  Not  since  the  case  of  poor 
Dr.  Cameron,  in  1763,  when  Priedrich  was  to  have  joined  the 
Highlanders  with  15,000  chosen  Prussians  for  Jacobite  pur- 
poses,— and  the  Cham  of  Tartary  to  have  taken  part  in  the 
Bangorian  Controversy,  —  was  there  a  more  perfect  platitude, 
or  a  deeper  depth  of  ignorance  as  to  adjacent  objects  on  the 
part  of  €k)veming  Men.    Por  shame,  my  friends  I  — 

This  surprising  bit  of  Burglary,  so  far  as  I  can  gather  from 
the  Prussian  Books,  must  have  been  done  on  Wednesday, 
June  25thy  1777 ;  Box  (with  essence  pumped  out)  restored  to 
staircase  night  of  Thursday, — Police  already  busy,  Grovemor 
Bamin  and  Justice-President  Philippi  already  apprised,  and 
suspicion  falling  on  the  English  Minister,  —  whose  Servant 
("  Arrest  him  we  cannot  without  a  King's  Warrant,  only  pro- 
curable at  Potsdam  ! ")  vanishes  bodily.  Friday,  27th,  Bamin 
and  Philippi  make  report;  King  answers,  ''greatly  aston- 
ished:'' a  "garstige  Saehe  (ugly  Business),  whioh  will  do  the 
English  no  honor:"  "Servant  fled,  say  you?  Traoe  it  to 
the  bottom;  swift!"  Excellency  Elliot,  seeing  how 
lay,  owned  honestly  to  the  Official  People,  That  jt 
Servant  (Servant  safe  gone.  Chief  Pickpookat  not 
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at  all);  Sunday  evening,  29th,  King  orders  thereupon,  ^Let 
the  matter  drop."  These  Official  Pieces,  signed  by  the  Eing^ 
by  Hertzberg,  Bamin  and  others,  we  do  not  give :  here  is 
Friedrich's  own  notice  of  it  to  his  Brother  Henri :  — 

"Fotsdam,  29th  June,  1777.  .  .  .  There  has  just  occurred  a 
strange  thing  at  Berlin.  Three  days  ago,  in  absence  of  the 
Sieur  Lee,  Envoy  of  the  American  Colonies,  the  Envoy  of 
England  went  [sent !]  to  the  Inn  where  Lee  lodged,  and  car- 
ried o&  his  Portfolio ;  it  seems  he  was  in  fear,  however,  and 
threw  it  down,  without  opening  it,  on  the  stairs  [alas,  no, 
your  Majesty,  not  till  after  pumping  the  essence  out].  All 
Berlin  is  talking  of  it.  If  one  were  to  act  with  rigor,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  forbid  this  man  the  Court,  since  he  has  com- 
mitted a  public  theft :  but,  not  to  make  a  noise,  I  suppress 
the  thing.  Sha'n't  fail,  however,  to  write  to  England  about 
it,  and  indicate  that  there  was  another  way  of  dealing  with 
such  a  matter,  for  they  are  impertinent "  (say,  ignorant,  blind 
as  moles,  your  Majesty ;  that  is  the  charitable  reading  !).^ 

This  was  not  Excellency  Elliot's  Burglary,  as  readers  see,^ 
among  all  the  Excellencies  going,  I  know  not  that  there  is  one 
with  less  natural  appetite  for  such  a  job ;  but  sometimes  what 
can  a  necessitous  Excellency  do  ?  Elliot  is  still  remembered  in 
Berlin  society,  not  for  this  only,  but  for  emphatic  things  of 
a  better  complexion  which  he  did;  a  man  more  justly  esti- 
mated there,  than  generally  here  in  our  time.  Here  his  chief 
fame  rests  on  a  witty  Anecdote,  evidently  apocryphal-  and 
manufactured  in  the  London  Clubs :  "  Who  is  this  Hyder-Ali," 
said  the  old  King  to  him,  one  day  (according  to  the  London 
Clubs).  "  Hm,"  answered  Elliot,  with  exquisite  promptitude, 
politeness  and  solidity  of  information,  "  C^est  un  vieux  voleur 
qui  commence  a  radoter  (An  old  robber,  now  falling  into  his 
dotage)," — let  his  dotard  Majesty  take  that. 

Alas,  my  friends!  —  Ignorance  by  herself  is  an  awkward 
lumpish  wench ;  not  yet  fallen  into  vicious  courses,  nor  to  be 
uncharitably  treated:    but  Ignorance  and  Insolence, — these 

1  (Euvret  de  Frederic,  xxvi.  S94.  In  Preuss,  v.  (he  caUs  it  "ir."  or  "  Vr 
hmdenbuch  to  vol.  \y."  bat  it  is  really  and  practically  voL  v.)  278,  879,  are  tlM 
variouB  Official  Renorts. 
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are,  for  certain,  an  unlovely  Mother  and  Bastard!  Yes;-* 
and  tbej  may  depend  upon  it,  the  grim  Parish-beadles  of  this 
Unirerse  are  out  on  the  track  of  them,  and  oakum  and  the 
coirectionrhouse  are  infallible  sooner  or  later!  The  clever 
Ellioty  who  knew  a  hawk  from  a  hemshaw,  never  floundered 
into  that  platitude.  This,  however,  is  a  joke  of  his,  better  or 
worse  (I  think,  on  his  quitting  Berlin  in  1782,  without  visible 
resource  or  outlook) :  "  I  am  far  from  having  a  Sans-Soud," 
writes  he  to  the  Edens;  '^and  I  think  I  am  coming  to  be 
sans  nx-souB." — Here  still  are  two  small  Fractions,  which  I 
must  insert;  and  then  rigorously  close.  Kaiser  Joseph,  in 
these  months,  is  travelling  through  France  to  instruct  his 
Imperial  mind.  The  following  is  five  weeks  anterior  to  that 
of  Lee's  Bed-Box :  — 


1.  A  Ba  of  Dialogue  at  Fans  (Saturday,  17th  May,  1777). 
After  solemn  Session  of  the  Aeademie  Franfoiaey  held  in 
honor  of  an  illustrious  CoTmte  de  Falkenstein  (privately,  Kaiser 
Joseph  n.),  who  has  come  to  look  at  France,^ — Comte  de 
Falkenstein  was  graciously  pleased  to  step  up  to  jyAlembert^ 
who  is  Perpetual  Secretary  here;  and  this  little  Dialogue 


Falkemgteim,  ^  1  have  heard  you  are  for  Ciermany  this  se** 
eon ;  some  say  you  intend  to  become  Grerman  altogether  ?  ^ 

D^Alembert  ^I  did  promise  myself  the  high  honor  of  a 
visit  to  his  Prussian  Majesty,  who  has  deigned  to  invite  me, 
with  an  the  kindness  possible :  but,  alas,  for  such  hopes  I 
The  bad  state  of  my  health  —  '' 

FaOkemsteim.  ^  It  seems  to  me  you  have  already  been  to  see 
the  King  of  Prussia  ?  " 

UAUmherL  "  Two  times ;  once  in  1756  [1755,  17th-lMi 
June,  if  you  will  be  exact],  at  Wesel,  when  I  remained  only  a 
few  days ;  and  again  in  176^  when  I  had  the  honor  to  pass 
three  or  four  months  with  him.  Since  that  time  I  have  al- 
ways longed  to  have  the  honor  of  seeing  his  Majesty  again; 

^  ICmte  and  ndwr  entertniiiiig  Account  of  hin  procednrw  there,  aad 
m^matSkf  of  his  two  Viuti  to  the  Academy  (finit  wm  May  lOth),  in  Mf^w^ 
'  //.  (Lopag;  1778),  pp.  113-133, 147  et  Mq. 
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bat  eirotimstances  hindered  me.    I^  above  all,  regretted  not  to 

have  been  able  to  pay  my  oourt  to  him  that  year  he  saw  the 

Emperor  at  Neisse,  —  but  at  this  moment  there  is  nothing 

more  to  be  wished  on  that  head  "  (Don't  bow :  the  (Jentlemaii 

is  Incognito), 

Falkenst&in.  "  It  was  very  natural  that  the  Emperor,  yoang, 
and  desiring  to  instruct  himself,  should  wish  to  see  such  a 
Prinoe  as  the  King  of  Prussia ;  so  great  a  Captain,  a  Monarch 
of  such  reputation,  and  who  has  played  so  great  a  part  It 
was  a  Scholar  going  to  see  his  Master ''  (these  are  his  yerj 
words,  your  Majesty). 

lyAlembert,  '^  I  wish  M.  le  Comte  de  Falkenstein  could  see 
the  Letters  which  the  King  of  Prussia  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  after  that  Interview  :  it  would  then  appear  how  this 
Prince  judged  of  the  Emperor,  as  all  the  world  has  since 
done."  ^ 

King  to  jyjlembert  (three  months  after.  ELaiser  is  home ; 
passed  Ferney,  early  in  August ;  and  did  not  call  on  Voltaire, 
as  is  well  known).  .  .  .  '^  I  hear  the  Comte  de  Falkenstein  has 
been  seeing  harbors,  arsenals,  ships,  manufactures,  and  has  n't 
seen  Voltaire.  Had  I  been  in  the  Emperor's  place,  I  would 
not  have  passed  Ferney  without  a  glance  at  the  old  Patri- 
arch, were  it  only  to  say  that  I  had  seen  and  heard  him.  Arse- 
nals, ships,  manufactures,  these  you  can  see  anywhere;  but 
it  requires  ages  to  produce  a  Voltaire.  By  the  rumors  I  hear, 
it  will  have  been  a  certain  great  Lady  Theresa,  very  Orthodox 
and  little  Philosophical,  who  forbade  her  Son  to  visit  the 
Apostle  of  Tolerance." 

jyAlemhert  (in  answer) :  "  No  doubt  your  Majesty's  guess  is 
right.  It  must  have  been  the  Lady  Mother.  Nobody  here 
believes  that  the  advice  came  from  his  Sister  [Queen  Marie 
Antoinette],  who,  they  say,  is  full  of  esteem  for  the  Patri- 
arch, and  has  more  than  once  let  him  know  it  by  third  par- 
ties." « 

According  to  Friedrich,  Joseph's  reflections  in  France  were 

1  "  D'Alembert  to  Friedrich  [in  (Euon»  de  FrSderie,  zxt.  75],  S3d  U»J, 
1777.'*    lb.  xxT.  82 ;  "  18th  August,  1777." 
s  (Euvrti  de  FrkUrie,  zxr.  S4. 
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reij  gloomy :  "  This  is  all  one  Country ;  strenuously  kneaded 
into  perfect  union  and  incorporation  by  the  Old  Kings :  my 
discordant  Eomish  Eeich  is  of  many  Countries,  —  and  should 
be  of  one,  if  Sovereigns  were  wise  and  strenuous  I "  * 

2.  A  CcMnet-Order  and  actual  (fao-simile)  Signature  of 
Friedrieh's.  —  After  unknown  travels  over  the  world,  this  poor 
brown  Bit  of  Paper,  with  a  Signature  of  Friedrich's  to  it,  has 
wandered  hither ;  and  I  have  had  it  copied,  worthy  or  not. 
A  Royal  Cabinet-Order  on  the  smallest  of  subjects ;  but  per- 
haps all  the  more  significant  on  that  account ;  and  a  Signature 
which  readers  may  like  to  see. 

Fordan,  or  Fordon,  is  in  the  Bromberg  Department  in  West 
Preussen,  — Bromberg  no  longer  a  heap  of  ruins ;  but  a  lively, 
new-built,  paved,  canalled  and  industrious  trading  Town.  At 
Fordan  is  a  Grain-Magazine :  Bein  ("  Leg,"  der  Bein,  as  they 
slightingly  call  him)  is  Proviant-Master  there ;  and  must  con- 
sider his  ways,  —  the  King's  eye  being  on  him.  Headers  can 
now  look  and  understand :  — 


An  den  Mer-Fraviantmeister  Bein,  zu  Fordan. 


"  Seiner  KonigUcher  Majestat 
von  Premunj  Unser  dRergnddigs- 
ier  Herr,  lassen  dem  Ober-Provi- 
animeieter  Bein  hiebeg  die  Oe- 
traide-PreietdbeUe  dee  Bromberg- 
eehen  Departments  eufertigen ; 
Woraius  dersdbe  ersiehet  wie  nied- 
rig  eolche  an  einigen  Orthen  sind, 
und  does  zu  Inovradaw  und  Stre- 
tdtnow  der  Scheffd  Boggen  um  12 
Groschen  kostet:  da  eolches  nun 
kier  80  ufolUfeQ  ietj  somuss  ja  der 
Preis  in  Poklen  nock  toohi  geringery 
und  ist  daher  mehi  dbzueehen  wa- 
rum  die  Pohlen  aufso  hohe  Preise 
hettehm;  der  Bern  mues  eich  daher 


"Potsdam,  den  9ten  April,  1777. 

*'His  Royal  Majesty  of  Preus- 
sen, Oar  most  all-gracious  Lord, 
lets  herewith,  to  the  Head  Provi- 
ant-Master Bein,  the  Grain-Prices 
Table  of  the  Bromberg  Depart- 
ment be  despatched  ;  Wherefrom 
Bein  perceives  how  low  in  some 
places  these  are,  and  that  at  Inov- 
raclaw  and  Strezeltnow  the  Bushel 
of  Rye  costs  about  14  Pence :  now, 
as  it  is  so  cheap  there,  the  price  in 
Poland  must  be  still  smaller ;  and 
therefore  it  is  not  to  be  conceived 
why  the  Poles  demand  such  high 
prices,"  as  the  said  Bein  reports : 
*^  Bein  therefore  is  charged  to  tako 


1  (Ewjre*  de  Frederic,  ri,  125. 
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nunreehte  Make  geben^  and  dm     espedal  painsy  and  try  not  to  make 
Einkaufso  woW'^  ^  ***^  immer     the  purchase  dearer  than  is  b 
m^lich  an  machen  sachen.''  penaaUe.'' 


-^^Z^-***^ 


^  Original  kindly  famished  me  hy  Mr.  W.  H.  Doeg,  Barlow  Moor,  Mm- 
cliiester:  wboee  it  now  is,  —  purchased  in  London,  a.d.  1863.  The  Frk  of 
German  curnv-tchrift  (current  hand),  which  the  woodcutter  has  appended,  shot 
off  by  a  square,  will  show  English  readers  what  the  King  means :  an  "  Frk  " 
done  as  by  a  flourish  of  one's  stick,  in  the  most  compendious  and  really  ing^ 
nious  manner,  —  suitable  for  an  economic  King,  who  has  to  repeat  it  aooiei  of 
times  every  day  of  his  life  1 


/<& 
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THE  BAY  ASIAN  WAB. 


At  the  very  beginning  of  1778,  the  ohronio  quarrel  with 
Austria  passed,  by  an  accident  just  fallen  out,  into  the  acute 
state  ;  rose  gradually,  and,  in  spite  of  negotiating,  issued  in  a 
thing  called  Bavarian-Succession  War,  which  did  not  end  till 
Spring  of  the  following  year.  The  accident  was  this.  At 
Miinchen,  December  30th,  1777,  Max  Joseph  Kurfttrst  of 
Baiem,  only  Brother  of  our  lively  friend  the  Electress-Dowager 
of  Saxony,  died ;  suddenly,  of  small-pox  unskilfully  treated. 
He  was  in  his  fifty-second  year ;  childless,  the  last  of  that  Bava- 
rian branch.  His  Heir  is  Karl  Theodor,  Kur-Pfalz  (Elector 
Palatine),  who  is  now  to  unite  the  Two  Electorates,  —  unless 
Austria  can  bargain  with  him  otherwise.  Austria's  desire  to 
get  hold  of  Baiem  is  of  very  old  standing ;  and  we  have  heard 
lately  how  much  it  was  an  object  with  Kaunitz  and  his  young 
Kaiser.  With  Karl  Theodor  they  did  bargain,  — in  fact,  had 
beforehand  as  good  as  bargained,  —  and  were  greatly  aston- 
ished, when  King  Friedrich,  alone  of  all  Teutschland  or  the 
world,  mildly,  but  peremptorily,  interfered,  and  said  No,— 
with  effect,  as  is  well  known. 

Something,  not  much,  must  be  said  of  this  Bavarian-Succes- 
sion War ;  which  occupied,  at  a  pitch  of  tension  and  anxiety 
foreign  to  him  for  a  long  time,  fifteen  months  of  Friedrich's 
old  age  (January,  1778-March,  1779) ;  and  filled  all  Europe 
round  him  and  it,  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  Something ; 
by  no  means  much,  now  that  we  have  seen  the  issue  of  such 
mountains  all  in  travail  Nobody  could  then  say  bat  it  bade 
fair  to  become  a  Fourth  Austnan-PruBsian  War,  as  sangoinaxy 
as  the  Seven-Tears  had  been ;  for  in  effect  then  ifef 
Biore  the  Two  Nations  ranked  against  eioli 
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mortal  duel,  near  half  a  million  men  in  whole ;  parleying  in- 
deed, but  brandishing  their  swords,  and  ever  and  anon  giving 
mutual  clash  of  fence,  as  if  the  work  had  begun,  though  there 
always  intervened  new  parleying  first. 

And  now  everybody  sees  that  the  work  never  did  b^m; 
that  parleying,  enforced  by  brandishing,  turned  out  to  be  all 
the  work  there  was :  and  everybody  has  forgotten  it,  and,  ex- 
cept for  specific  purposes,  demands  not  to  be  put  in  mind  of  it 
Mountains  in  labor  were  not  so  frequent  then  as  now,  when 
the  Penny  Newspaper  has  got  charge  of  them ;  though  then  as 
now  to  practical  people  they  were  a  nuisance.  Mountains  all 
in  terrific  travail-throes,  threatening  to  overset  the  solar  sys- 
tem, have  always  a  charm,  especially  for  the  more  foolish 
classes:  but  when  once  the  birth  has  taken  place,  and  the 
wretched  mouse  ducks  past  you,  or  even  nothing  at  all  can 
be  seen  to  duck  past,  who  is  there  but  impatiently  turns  on 
his  heel  ? 

Those  Territories,  which  adjoin  on  its  own  dominions,  would 
have  been  extremely  commodious  to  Austria;  —  as  Austria 
itself  has  long  known ;  and  by  repeatedly  attempting  them  on 
any  chance  given  (as  in  1741-1745,  to  go  no  farther  back),  has 
shown  how  well  it  knows.  Indeed,  the  whole  of  Bavaria  fairly 
incorporated  and  made  Austrian,  what  an  infinite  convenience 
would  it  be  I 

"  Do  but  look  on  the  Map  [this  Note  is  not  by  Biisching,  bat 
by  somebody  of  Austrian  tendencies]  :  you  would  say,  Austria 
without  Bavaria  is  like  a  Human  Figure  with  its  belly  belong- 
ing to  somebody  else.  Bavaria  is  the  trunk  or  belly  of  the 
Austrian  Dominions,  shutting  off  all  the  limbs  of  them  each 
from  the  other ;  making  for  central  part  a  huge  chasm. 

"  Ober-Pf alz,  —  which  used  to  be  KuivPfalz's,  which  is  Ba- 
varia's since  we  took  it  from  the  Winter-King  and  bestowed 
it  in  that  way,  —  Ober-Pfalz,  the  country  of  Amberg,  where 
Maillebois  once  pleased  to  make  invasion  of  us ;  —  does  not  it 
adjoin  on  the  Bohemian  Forest  ?  The  ribs  there,  Bohemian 
all,  up  to  the  shoulder,  are  ours :  but  the  shoulderUade  and 
left  arm,  whose  are  they  1    Austria  Proper  and  Hungary,  these 
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mAV  he  taken  bf  8itrHn|!*7iart  an/:  loi^w  liml^H.  Nni)0«  nnt)  l!t«<.Y)\  ; 
but  flab,  jusi  ahove  the  peN*h>.  on  r.hr  tmmmYi  niiIo.  h«*w  Hi\'nif\ 
azid  ilB  Tyrol  sti£*.k£  itselt'  in  np«Mi  AiiMtria,  who  fnniMril  kW 
also  bad  a  Trrcil.  and  far  thr  iiitnv  nn)>«>ii4iii1  «mio     \\\\  I  \  tul. 

oar   Strria.  Camiola,   0>arinUn:t.      l<HV!ivm   MokK^   tit nt 

Then  the  Swabian  Austria,  —  Hivinai>U.  aiu)  i]\on^^  \  |ip«>i  lOmto 
Coimtnes^  from  which  we  inva«lo  l'Vnn«v.  -    wo  onniiof  ^i  <ii  \\ 
them   except  through   l^vavian   ^nnmi).      Mwnhfnn    An<'tti<t 
should  be  our  right  arm,  fingoiii  «>i  if  ivuohhtK  tnt.n  fUMi-^ii 
land;  Ober-Pfalz  our  loft:  —  and  an  In  l.hi>  hnmil  hinnni   Im 
tween  these  two ;  left  arm  and  ItriNnl  Im-immI  imm  llnvniiir«.  nul 
ours.    Of  the  Noth«*rlatHlN,  w]iii*]i  niiuhl   hi*  iMillMf)  |Mii|ii<i|ihl 
cally  the  head  of  AuNtrin,  iilan,  IJh*  Immh  tifflt,  |.n»ttilMi>,  mm" 
once  ours;  but  whose  is  itV    liiMHivMtiihlii  Imi  fh**  |iM*M»'Mt. 
perhaps  may  not  alwayH  U*  no  I  *' 

These  are  Kauxiitz's  'vU'{w\  nii«i  lh*»  yttiityi  Kf(.)'"'f  hfitffrf^''f  If 
adopted  them  as  the  lfM/Jiiti*r  of  hiii  lifi'  "  Mtfl^'-  M/f*  t*f  f  ^  f( 
reality  again,'*  thirjlu  th^  Ki^nt^f  ^y^'ft*),  if  nu)^  ff^fffthU.^  M<///lf 
we  too)  ;  "mak^  Au«trja  i^^4^/^  A-t^^.tm  'm  fh*»  H****ht  h-  ft  'J<v«f 
can  the  B^ic-L  l^  /^  ?  ^ 


sllj  JliiV^.^Z*  *i;#'    .^  ^«     X:n'«^/»  ,   >^-^i     m*^»**    y».  .'f.'        t, 

i'llSr*     ;cll*-r     'iil'.fi:*  -iPtlt       r-f  .*.'/•/»  .**^r.w      /       I      •««  ■.    . 

"F*.!!!   ''W-'        rt  •V** '  •■*      •••V.     r.      '  /'»     ,•- -'                     •          f 

t*r-c      -IW^  »•-•"•■■      ^•^^•.  —            *  /•♦. 
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Bossia  attentive  to  its  Turk ;  foreign  Nations,  what  can  they 
do  but  talk ;  remonstrate  more  or  less,  as  they  did  in  the  case  of 
Poland ;  and  permit  the  thing  with  protest  ?  Only  from  one 
Sovereign  Person,  and  from  him  I  should  guess  not  much,  does 
Kaunitz  expect  serious  opposition  :  from  Friedrich  of  Prussia; 
to  whom  no  enlargement  of  Austria  can  be  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence. ^'  But  cannot  we  perhaps  make  it  worth  his  while  ? " 
thinks  Kaunitz  :  "  Tush,  he  is  old  and  broken ;  thought  to  be 
dying ;  has  an  absolute  horror  of  war.  He  too  will  sit  quiet ; 
or  we  must  make  it  worth  his  while."  In  this  calculatioQ 
Kaunitz  deceived  himself ;  we  are  now  shortly  to  see  how. 

Kaunitz's  Case,  when  he  brings  it  before  the  Reich,  and  gen- 
eral Public  of  mankind  and  its  Gazetteers,  will  by  no  means 
prove  to  be  a  strong  one.    His  Law  "  title  "  is  this  :  — 

"  Archduke  Albert  V.,  of  Austria^  subsequently  Kaiser  Al- 
bert II.,  had  married  Elizabeth,  only  Daughter  of  Kaiser  Sigis- 
mund  Super- GramnuUicam :  Albert  is  he  who  got  three  crowns 
in  one  year,  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Romish  Beich ;  and  ^  we  hope 
a  fourth,'  say  the  Old  Historians,  '  which  was  a  heavenly  and 
eternal  one,'  —  died,  in  short  (1439,  age  forty).  From  him 
come  the  now  Kaisers. 

"  In  1426,  thirteen  years  before  this  event  of  the  Crowns, 
Sigismund  Grammaticam  had  infeoffed  him  in  a  thing  still 
of  shadowy  nature,  —  the  Expectancy  of  a  Straubingen  Prince- 
dom ;  pleasant  extensive  District,  only  not  yet  fallen,  or  like 
falling  vacant:  'You  shall  inherit,  you  and  yours  (who  are 
also  my  own),  so  soon  as  this  present  line  of  Wittelsbachers 
die  ! '  said  Kaiser  Sigismund,  solemnly,  in  two  solemn  sheep- 
skins. '  Not  a  whit  of  it,'  would  the  Wittelsbachers  have  an- 
swered, had  they  known  of  the  affair.  'When  we  die  out, 
there  is  another  Line  of  Wittelsbachers,  plenty  of  other  lines ; 
and  House-treaties  many  and  old,  settling  all  that,  without 
help  of  you  and  Albert  of  the  Three  Crowns  ! '  And  accord- 
ingly there  had  never  come  the  least  fruit,  or  attempt  at  fruit, 
from  these  two  Sigismund  Sheepskins  ;  which  were  still  lying 
in  the  Vienna  Archives,  where  they  had  lain  since  the  creation 
of  them,  known  to  an  Antiquary  or  two,  but  not  even  by  them 
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thought  worthy  of  mention  in  this  busy  world.  This  was  lit- 
erally all  the  claim  that  Austria  had;  and  evezy  by-stander 
admitted  it  to  be,  in  itself,  not  worth  a  rush." 

''In  itself  perhaps' noty"  thought  Eaunitz;  ''but  the  free 
consent  of  Earl  Theodor  the  Heir,  will  not  that  be  a  Title  in 
full?  One  would  hope  so;  in  the  present  state  of  Europe: 
France,  England,  Russia,  every  Nation  weltering  overhead 
in  its  own  troubles  and  affairs,  little  at  leisure  for  ours ! " 
And  it  is  with  Earl  Theodor,  to  make  out  a  full  Title  for 
himself  there,  that  Eaunitz  has  been  secretly  busy  this  long 
time  back,  especially  in  the  late  critical  days  of  poor  Eur- 
f  Urst  Max. 

Earl  Theodor  of  the  Pfalz,  now  fallen  Heir  to  Baiem,  is  a 
poor  idle  creature,  of  purely  egoistic,  ornamental,  dilettante 
nature;  sunk  in  theatricals,  bastard  children  and  the  like; 
much  praised  by  Voltaire,  who  sometimes  used  to  visit  him; 
and  by  CoUini,  to  whom  he  is  a  kind  master.  Earl  Theodor 
cares  little  for  the  integrity  of  Baiem,  much  for  that  of  his 
own  skin.  Very  long  ago,  in  1742,  in  poor  Eaiser  Earl's  Coro- 
nation time,  we  saw  him  wedded,  him  and  another,  to  two 
fair  Sister  Sulzbach  Princesses,^  Grand-daughters  of  old  Earl 
Philip,  the  then  Eur-Pfalz,  whom  he  has  inherited.  It  was 
the  last  act  of  that  never-resting  old  Earl  Philip,  of  whom  we 
used  to  hear  so  much :  "  Earl  Theodor  to  have  one  of  my  in- 
estimable Grand-daughters ;  Duke  Clement,  younger  Brother 
of  our  blessed  new  Eaiser,  to  have  another ;  thereby  we  unite 
the  kindred  branches  of  the  Pfalz-Baiem  Families,  and  make 
the  assurance  of  the  Heritages  doubly  sure  I "  said  old  Earl 
Philip ;  and  died  happy,  or  the  happiest  he  could. 

Readers  no  doubt  have  forgotten  this  circumstance;  and, 
in  their  total  lack  of  interest  in  Earl  Theodor  and  his  paltry 
affairs,  may  as  well  be  reminded  of  it ;  —  and  furthermore,  that 
these  brilliant  young  Wives, ''Duchess  Clement"  especially, 
called  on  Wilhelmina  during  the  Frankfurt  Ckiyeties,  and 
were  a  charm  to  Eaiser  Earl  Albert,  striving  to  look  forward 
across  clouds  into  a  glittering  future  for  his  House.   Theodov^ 
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Princess  bronght  him  no  children;  she  and  her  Sister  are  botb 
still  liying ;  a  lone  woman  the  latter  (Duke  Clement  dead  these 
seven  years),  — a  still  more  lone  the  former,  with  such  a  Hus- 
band yet  living !  Lone  women  both,  well  forward  in  the  fif- 
ties ;  active  souls,  I  should  guess,  at  least  to  judge  by  Duchess 
Clement,  who  being  a  Dowager,  and  mistress  of  her  movements, 
is  emphatic  in  denouncing  such  disaster  and  disgrace;  and 
plays  a  great  part,  at  Mtinchen,  in  the  agitating  scenes  now  on 
hand.  Comes  out ''  like  a  noble  Amazon,"  say  the  admiring 
by*standers,  on  this  occasion ;  stirs  whatever  faculty  she  haa^ 
especially  her  tongue ;  and  goes  on  urging,  pushing  and  con- 
triving all  she  can,  regardless  of  risks  in  such  an  imminency. 

Karl  Theodor  finds  his  Heritages  indisputable ;  but  he  has 
no  Legitimate  Son  to  leave  them  to ;  and  has  many  Hlegitimate, 
whom  Austria  can  provide  for,  —  and  richly  wilL  His  Heir  is 
a  Nephew,  Karl  August  Christian,  of  Zweibrlick ;  whom  per- 
haps it  would  not  be  painful  to  him  to  disappoint  a  little  of 
his  high  expectations.  On  the  whole.  Peace ;  plentiful  pro- 
vision, titular  and  other,  for  his  Illegitimates ;  and  a  comfort- 
able sum  of  ready  money  over,  to  enliven  the  Theatricals, 
Diisseldorf  Picture-Galleries  and  Dilettante  operations  and 
Collections,  —  how  much  welcomer  to  Theodor  than  a  Baiem 
never  so  religiously  saved  entire  at  the  expense  of  quarrel, 
which  cannot  but  be  tedious,  troublesome  and  dangerous! 
Honor,  indeed  —  but  what,  to  an  old  stager  in  the  dilettante 
line,  is  honor  ?  Old  stagers  there  are  who  will  own  to  you, 
like  Balzac's  Englishman  in  a  case  of  conflagration,  when 
honor  called  on  all  men  to  take  their  buckets,  '^  Mais  je  rCai 
point  dChonneur  !  "  To  whom,  unluckily,  you  cannot  answer  as 
in  that  case, "  Cest  igal^  'T  is  all  one ;  do  as  if  you  had  some ! " 
Karl  Theodor  scandalously  left  Baiem  to  its  fate. 

Karl  Theodor's  Heir,  poor  August  Christian  of  Zweibriick, 
had  of  course  his  own  gloomy  thoughts  on  this  parcelling  of 
his  Bavarian  reversion :  but  what  power  has  he  ?  None,  he 
thinks,  but  to  take  the  inevitable  patiently.  Nor  generally 
in  the  Princes  of  the  Reich,  though  one  would  have  thought 
them  personally  concerned,  were  it  only  for  danger  of  a  like 
mistreatment,  was  there  any  emotion  publicly  expressed,  or  tba 
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least  hope  of  help.  "  Perhaps  Prussia  will  qxiarrol  about  it  ?  " 
think  they :  "  Austria,  Prussia,  in  any  of  their  quarrels  we 
get  only  crushed ;  better  to  keep  out  of  it  We  well  out  of  it, 
the  more  they  qxiarrel  and  fight,  the  better  for  us ! "  Eng- 
land, in  the  sha^^e  of  Hanover,  would  perliaps  have  made  some 
effort  to  interfere,  provided  France  did :  on  either  side,  I 
incline  to  think,  —  that  is  to  say,  on  the  side  opposite  to 
France.  But  poor  England  is  engaged  with  its  melancholy 
American  War ;  France  on  the  point  of  breaking  out  into  Alli- 
ance with  the  Insurrection  there.  Neither  France  nor  Eng- 
land did  interfere.  France  is  sinking  into  bankruptcy ;  intent 
to  have  a  Navy  before  most  things  ;  to  assist  the  Cause  of  Hu- 
man Liberty  over  seas  withal,  and  become  a  sublime  spectacle, 
and  a  ruin  to  England,  —  not  as  in  the  Pitt-Choiseul  time,  but 
by  that  improved  method.  Russia,  again  involved  in  Turk  busi- 
ness, looks  on,  with  now  and  then  a  big  word  thrown  out  on 
the  one  side  and  the  other.  —  Mtinchen,  in  the  interval,  we 
can  fancy  what  an  agitated  City  !    One  Note  says :  — 

"  Kurf  Urst  Max  Joseph  being  dead  (30th  December,  1777), 
Privy  Councillor  Johann  Euchar  von  Obermayr,  favorite  and 
factotum  Minister  of  the  Deceased,  opened  the  Chatoulle 
[Princely  Safe,  or  Case  of  Preciosities] ;  took  from  it  the 
Act,  which  already  lay  prepared,  for  Homaging  and  solemn 
Instalment  of  Earl  Theodor  Kur-Pfalz,  as  heir  of  Baiem ; 
with  immediate  intent  to  execute  the  same.  Euchar  orders 
strict  closure  of  the  Town-gates ;  the  Soldiery  to  draw  out, 
and  beset  all  streets,  —  especially  that  street  where  Imperial 
Majesty's  Ambassador  liv^  :  'Biank  close  with  your  backs  to 
that  Plouse,'  orders  Euchar ;  '  and  the  instant  anybody  stirs  to 
come  out,  sound  your  drums,  and,  at  the  same  instant^  let  the 
rearmost  rank  of  you,  without  looking  round  [for  one  would 
not  give  offence,  unless  imperative]  smite  the  batts  of  tlieir 
muskets  to  the  ground '  (ready  for  firix^^  ^  impeiatiTe).  .  Bo* 
body,  I  think,  stirred  out  from  that  Anstiiaii  Eaodbiifl^ 
House ;  in  any  case,  Obermayr  completed  his  Aefe  wHh 
least  protest  or  trouble  from  anybodj; 
almost  to  his  terror  [for  he  meaaft  to  wi 
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by  no  means  to  resist  or  fight,  the  paltry  old  creature,  careful 
of  self  and  skin  only],  saw  himself  solemnly  secured  bjr  all 
forms  of  law  in  all  the  Lands  of  the  Deceased.^ 

^'Kaiser  Joseph,  in  a  fume  at  this,  shot  off  an  express  to 
Bohemia:  'Such  and  such  regiments,  ten  or  twelve  of  yon, 
with  your  artillery  and  tools,  march  instantly  into  Straubingen, 
and  occupy  that  Town  and  District'  At  Vienna,  to  the  Earl- 
Theodor  Ambassador,  the  Kaunitz  Officials  were  altogether 
loud-Yoiced,  minatory :  '  What  is  this,  Herr  Excellenz  ?  Ba^ 
gain  already  made;  lying  ready  for  mere  signature;  and  at 
Munchen  such  doings.  Sign  this  Bargain,  or  there  cross  your 
frontier  60,000  Austrian  men,  and  seize  both  Baiem  and  the 
Ober-Pfalz ;  bethink  you,  Herr ! '  The  poor  Herr  bethought 
him,  what  could  he  do?  signed  the  Bargain,  Karl  Theodor 
sanctioning,  3d  January,  1778,  —  the  fourth  day  after  Ober- 
mayr's  Homaging  feat; — and  completes  the  first  act  of  this 
bad  business.  The  Bargain,  on  Theodor's  side,  was  of  the 
most  liberal  kind :  All  and  sundry  the  Lands  and  Circles  of 
Duke  Johann  of  Straubingen,  Lordship  of  Mindelheim  [Marl- 
borough's old  Place]  superadded,  and  I  know  not  what  else; 
Sovereignty  of  the  Fiefs  in  Ober-Pfalz  to  lapse  to  the  Crown 
of  Bohmen  on  my  decease."  Half  Bavaria,  or  better ;  some 
reckon  it  as  good  as  two-thirds. 

The  figure  of  Duchess  Clement,  Amazon  in  hair-powder, 
driving  incessantly  about  among  the  officialities  and  aristo- 
cratic circles ;  this  and  the  order  of  "  Rattle  your  muskets 
on  the  ground;"  let  these  two  features  represent  to  us  the 
Munchen  of  those  months.  Munchen,  Regensburg,  Vienna 
are  loud  with  pleading,  protocolling ;  but  it  is  not  there  that 
the  crisis  of  the  game  will  be  found  to  lie. 

Friedrich  has,  for  some  time  back,  especially  since  the  late 
Kur-Baiem's  illness,  understood  that  Austria,  always  eager 
for  a  clutch  at  Baiem,  had  something  of  that  kind  in  view; 
but  his  first  positive  news  of  it  was  a  Letter  from  Duchess 
Clement  (date,  Jarvaary  3d),  which,  by  the  detail  of  facts, 
unveiled  to  his  quick  eye  the  true  outline,  extent  and  nature 

^  Fischer,  Guchkhte  Friedricfts  des  Zweiten  (Halle,  1787),  ii.  358. 
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if  this  Enterprise  of  Austria's ;  Enterprise  which,  he  could 
Lot  but  agree  with  Duchess  Clement,  was  one  of  great  con- 
emment  not  to  Baiem  alone.  ^'Must  be  withstood;  pre- 
rented,  at  whatever  risk,"  thought  Friedrich  on  the  instant : 
'The  new  Elector,  Karl  Theodor,  he  probablj  is  dead  to  the 
natter;  but  one  ought  to  ask  him.  If  he  answer.  Dead; 
ihen  ask  his  Heir,  Have  you  no  life  to  it  ?  "  Heir  is  a  gal- 
ant  enough  young  gentleman,  of  endless  pedigree,  but  small 
x>8sessions,  ''Karl  August  Christian  [Karl  XL  in  Official 
ityle],  Duke  of  Zweibruck-Birkenfeld,"  Karl  Theodoras  eldest 
!^ephew ;  Friedrich  judges  that  he  probably  will  hare  haggled 
io  sign  any  Austrian  convention  for  dismembering  Baiem, 
md  that  he  will  start  into  life  upon  it  so  soon  as  he  sees 
lope. 

"  A  messenger  to  him,  to  Karl  Theodor  and  him,"  thinks 
friedrich:  "a  messenger  instantly;  and  who?"  For  that 
dearly  is  the  first  thing.  And  a  delicate  thing  it  is ;  requir- 
ng  to  be  done  in  profoundest  secrecy,  by  hint  and  innuendo 
"ather  than  speech ;  by  somebody  in  a  cloak  of  darkness,  who 
a  of  adroit  quality,  and  was  never  heard  of  in  diplomatic  cir- 
cles before,  not  to  be  suspected  of  having  business  of  mine  on 
land.  Friedrich  bethinks  him  that  in  a  late  visit  to  Weimar, 
le  had  noticed,  for  his  fine  qualities,  a  young  gentleman  named 
jbrtz;  Eustace  von  Gortz,^  late  Tutor  to  the  young  Duke 
Karl  August,  whom  readers  know  as  Goethe's  friend) :  a  wise, 
irm,  adroit-looking  young  gentleman ;  who  was  farther  inter- 
»ting  as  Brother  to  Lieutenant-General  von  Gortz,  a  respec- 
able  soldier  of  Friedrich's.  Ex-Tutor  at  Weimar,  we  say,  and 
die  for  the  moment ;  hanging  about  Court  there,  till  he  should 
ind  a  new  function. 

Of  this  Ex-Tutor  Friedrich  bethinks  him ;  and  in  the  course 
)f  that  same  day,  —  for  there  is  no  delay,  —  Friedrich,  who  is 
it  Berlin,  beckons  General  Gortz  to  come  over  to  him  from 
E^otsdam  instantly.  "  Hither  this  evening,  and  in  all  privacy 
neet  me  in  the  Palace  at  such  an  hour  "  (hour  of  midnight  or 
hereby) ;  which  of  course  Gortz,  duly  invisible  to  mankind^ 
loes.    Friedrich  explains :  An  errand  to  MOndhen;  pezfeetly 

^  PreoM,  It.  92  n.  4c. 
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secret,  for  the  moment,  and  requiring  great  delioaoy  and  ad> 
dress ;  perhaps  not  without  risk,  a  timorous  man  might  sty: 
will  your  Brother  go  for  me,  think  you  ?  Grortz  thinks  he  wOL 
<'  Here  is  his  Instruction,  if  so,"  adds  the  King,  hanHing  Um 
an  Autograph  of  the  necessary  outline  of  prooedure, — not 
signed,  nor  with  any  credential,  or  even  specific  address,  1m( 
accident  happen.  ''Adieu  then,  Herr  General-Lieutenant; 
rule  is,  shoes  of  swiftness,  cloak  of  darkness :  adieu!''  And 
Grortz  Senior  is  off  on  the  instant,  careering  towards  Weimar, 
where  he  finds  Gortz  Junior,  and  makes  known  his  emnd. 
G5rtz  Junior  stares  in  the  natural  astonishment ;  but,  after 
some  intense  brief  deliberation,  becomes  affirmative,  and  in  a 
minimum  of  time  is  ready  and  on  the  road. 

Gortz  Junior  proved  to  have  been  an  excellent  choice  on  the 
King's  part ;  and  came  to  good  promotion  afterwards  by  lus 
conduct  in  this  affair.  Gortz  Junior  started  for  MUnohen  on 
the  instant,  masked  utterly,  or  his  business  masked,  from  pro- 
fane eyes  ;  saw  this  person,  saw  that,  and  glided  swiftly  about^ 
swiftly  and  with  sure  aim ;  and  speedily  kindled  the  mattei^ 
and  had  smoke  rising  in  various  points.  And  before  Jannaij 
was  out,  saw  the  Keichs-Diet  at  Kegensburg,  much  more  the  gen- 
eral Gazetteerage  everywhere,  seized  of  this  affair,  and  thrown 
into  paroxysms  at  the  size  and  complexion  of  it :  saw,  in  fact, 
a  world  getting  into  flame,  —  kindled  by  whom  or  what  nobodj 
could  guess,  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Grortz  had  great  running 
about  in  his  cloak  of  darkness,  and  showed  abundant  talent  of 
the  kind  needed.  A  pushing,  clear-eyed,  stout-hearted  man; 
much  cleverness  and  sureness  in  what  he  did  and  forbore  to 
do.  His  adventures  were  manifold ;  he  had  much  travelling 
about :  was  at  Regensburg,  at  Mannheim ;  saw  many  persons 
whom  he  had  to  judge  of  on  the  instant,  and  speak  frankly  to, 
or  speak  darkly,  or  speak  nothing ;  and  he  made  no  mistake. 
One  of  his  best  counsellors,  I  gather,  was  Duchess  Clement: 
of  course  it  was  not  long  till  Duchess  Clement  heard  some  ink- 
ling of  him ;  till,  in  some  of  his  goings  and  comings,  he  saw 
Duchess  Clement,  who  hailed  him  as  an  angel  of  light  In 
one  journey  more  mysterious  than  ever,  "  he  was  three  days 
invisible  in  Duchess  Clement's  Garden-house."    '^Ahj  Madamif 
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110  nUtiezrvaus  iSlecteur,  Why  were  not  you  Elector ! ''  writes 
'riedrich  to  her  once :  '*  We  should  not  have  seen  those  shame- 
il  events,  which  every  good  Qerman  must  blush  for,  to 
le  bottom  of  his  heart  (dant  taut  bon  AUemand  doit  rougir 
igqu^aufmd  du  ccbut)  ! "  ^ 

We  cannot  afford  the  least  narrative  of  Gortz  and  his 
>iiT8e8 :  imagination,  from  a  few  traits,  will  sufficiently  oon- 
nve  them.  He  had  gone  first  to  Earl  Theodor's  Minister: 
I>ead  to  it,  I  fear ;  has  already  signed  ?''  Alas,  yes.  Upon 
hioh  to  Zweibrilck  the  Heir's  Minister;  whom  his  Master 
ad  distinctly  ordered  to  sign,  but  who,  at  his  own  peril,  gal- 
At  man,  delayed,  remonstrated,  had  not  yet  done  it ;  and  was 
[de  to  answer :  ''Alive  to  it,  he  ?  Yes,  with  a  witness,  were 
lere  hope  in  the  world  I "  —  which  threw  Gortz  upon  instant 
illop  towards  Zweibrilck  Schloss,  in  search  of  said  Heir,  the 
oang  Duke  August  Christian ;  who,  however,  had  left  in  the 
Lterim  (summoned  by  his  Uncle,  on  Austrian  urgency,  to  oon- 
mt  along  with  him) ;  but  whom  Grdrtz,  by  dexterity  and  in* 
lition  of  symptoms,  caught  up  by  the  road,  with  what  a 
mtoal  joy!  As  had  been  expected,  August  Christian,  on 
if^t  of  Gdrtz,  with  an  armed  Friedrich  looming  in  the  dis- 
moe,  took  at  once  into  new  courses  and  activities.  From 
im,  no  consent  now  ;  far  other :  Treaty  with  Friedrich ;  flat 
ifiBsal  ever  to  consent :  application  to  the  Reich,  application 
ren  to  France,  and  whatever  a  gallant  young  fellow  could  do. 

It  was  by  Friedrich's  order  that  he  applied  to  France ;  his 
Danger  Brother,  Max  Joseph,  was  a  soldier  there,  and  strove 
I  back  him  in  Official  and  other  circles,  —  who  were  all 
isDdly,  even  zealous  for  him ;  and  gave  good  words,  but  had 
othing  more.  This  French  department  of  the  business  was 
mg  a  delay  to  Friedrich's  operations:  and  in  result,  poor 
[ax's  industry  there,  do  what  he  could,  proved  rather  a  minus 
nantity  than  otherwise.  A  good  young  man^  they  say  \  but 
otihe  man  to  kindle  into  action  horses  that  are  dead,  <— of 
liieh  he  had  experience  more  than  once  in  time  coming.  He 
I  the  same  that>  30  years  after,  having  survived  his  childless 
Ider  Brother,  became  King  Max,  first  King  of  Baiem;  begot 

1  FrauM,  iT.  94. 
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Ludwig^  second  King, — who,  for  his  part,  has  begotfcen  Otho 
King  of  Greece,  and  done  other  feats  still  less  worth  mention- 
ing. August  Christian's  behavior  is  praised  as  excellent,* 
passively  firm  and  polite ;  the  grand  requisite,  persistence  on 
your  ground  of  '^  No : " — but  his  luck,  to  find  such  a  Eriediich, 
and  also  to  find  such  a  G5rtz,  was  the  saving  clause  for  him. 

Friedrich  was  in  very  weak  health  in  these  months;  still 
considered  by  the  Gazetteers  to  be  dying.  But  it  appears  he 
is  not  yet  too  weak  for  taking,  on  the  instant  necessary,  a 
world-important  resolution ;  and  of  being  on  the  road  with  it, 
to  this  issue  or  to  that,  at  full  speed  before  the  day  dosei 
"  Desist,  good  neighbor,  I  beseech  yoo.  You  must  desist^  and 
even  you  shall : ''  this  resolution  was  entirely  his  own ;  as  wen 
the  equally  prompt  arrangements  he  contrived  for  executing 
it,  should  hard  come  to  hard,  and  Austria  prefer  war  to  doing 
justice.  ''Excellent  methods,''  say  the  most  unfriendly  judges, 
''  which  must  at  once  have  throttled  Austria  into  compliance, 
had  he  been  as  prompt  in  executing  them ;  —  which  he  bj 
no  means  was.  And  there  lies  his  error  and  failure;  very 
lamentable,  excusable  only  by  decrepitude  of  body  producing 
weakness  and  decay  of  mind."  This  is  emphatically  and 
wearisomely  Schmettau's  opinion,^  who  looks  at  it  only  aa 
a  military  Adjutant,  intent  on  honor  and  rapid  feats  of  war,— 
with  how  much  reason,  readers  not  Prussian  or  military  sliall 
judge  as  we*  go  on. 

Saxony,  we  ought  to  mention,  was  also  aggrieved.  The 
Dowager-Electress  Maria  Antoinette,  our  sprightly  friend,  had, 
as  sole  surviving  Sister  of  the  late  Kurfttrst  Max,  the  un- 
doubted heirship  of  KurfUrst  Max's  "allodial  properties  and 
territories : "  territories,  I  think,  mainly  in  the  Ober-Pfalz 
(which  are  not  Bavaria  Proper,  but  were   acquired  in  the 

1  F.  W.  C.  Graf  von  Schmettau  (this  is  the  Elder  Schmettau's  Son,  not  tb« 
Dresdener^s  whom  we  used  to  quote),  Feldzug  der  Preusnschen  Armee  in  Bdkmen 
im  Jahre  1778  (Berlin,  1789,  — simtataneooslj  in  French  too,  with  FUbs) 
with  which — as  the  completest  Account  by  an  eager  Witness  and  Paitici- 
pator — compare  always  Friedrich's  own  {Mhnoire$  dela  Guerre  dt  1778),  u> 
(Euvres  de  FrScUric,  vi.  135-208.  Schonmg  (vol.  iv.),  besides  his  own  loo* 
Narrative,  or  Summary,  has  given  all  the  Correspondence  between  Henri  uA 
the  King .  -—  sufficient  to  quench  the  sharpest  appetite  on  this  subject 
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Thirty-Years  War),  which  are  important  in  yalue,  and  which 
Austria,  regardless  of  our  lively  friend,  has  laid  hold  of  as 
lapsed  fiefs  of  Bohemia.  Clearly  Bohemian,  says  Austria ;  and 
keeps  hold.  Our  lively  friend  hereupon  makes  over  all  her 
rights  in  that  matter  to  her  Son,  the  reigning  Elector ;  with 
the  counsel,  if  counsel  were  needed,  "Ask  protection  of  King 
Friedrich ;  go  wholly  with  King  Friedricf  Mecklenburg  too 
has  an  interest.  Among  the  lapsed  fiefs  is  one  to  a  Duchy 
ealled  of  Leuchtenberg ;  —  in  regard  to  which,  says  Meck- 
lenburg, as  loud  as  it  can,  "  That  Duchy  is  not  lapsed  at  all ; 
that  is  now  mine,  witness  this  Document''  (of  a  valid  testa- 
mentary nature) !  Other  claims  were  put  in ;  but  these  three : 
ZweibrUck  endlessly  important ;  Saxony  important  too,  though 
not  in  such  degree ;  Mecklenburg  unimportant,  but  just,  -^ 
were  alone  recognized  in  impartial  quarters  as  authentic  and 
worthy  of  notice. 

Of  the  pleadings  and  procedures  in  the  Beichs  Diet  no  reader 
would  permit  me  to  speak,  were  I  inclined.  Enough  to  under- 
stand that  they  went  on  in  the  usual  voliftninous  dull-droning 
way,  crescendo  always ;  and  deserve,  what  at  present  they  are 
sure  of,  oblivion  from  all  creatures.  The  important  thing  was, 
not  those  pleadings  in  the  Keichs  Diet,  nor  the  Austrian  pro- 
posals there  or  elsewhere ;  but  the  brandishing  of  arms  in  emit- 
ting  and  also  in  successively  answering  the  same.  Answer 
always  No  by  Friedrich,  and  some  new  flash  of  handled  armS| 
—  the  physiognomy  of  which  was  the  one  sig^nificant  point. 
Austria,  which  is  far  from  ready  with  arms,  though  at  each 
fresh  pleading  or  proposal  it  tries  to  give  a  kind  of  brandish, 
says  mainly  three  things,  in  essence  somewhat  thus.  Austria  : 
**  Cannot  two  States  of  the  Keich  come  to  a  mutual  understand- 
ing, as  Austria  and  Bavaria  have  done  ?  And  what  have  third 
parties  to  say  to  it  ?  "  Friedrich :  "  Much  I  Parties  of  the 
Seich  have  much  to  say  to  it!"  (This  several  times  with 
variations.)  Austria:  "Our  rights  seem  to  us  valid:  Zwei- 
farttck,  Saxony,  Mecklenburg,  if  aggrieved,  can  try  in  the 
Seichs  Law-Courts."  Friedrich :  "  Law-Courts  ! "  with  a  new 
brandish ;  that  is,  sets  more  regiments  on  march,  from  Pom- 
mem  to  Wesel  all  on  march,  to  Berlin,  to  Silesia,  towards  the 
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Bohemian  Frontier.  AtutriOf  by  the  voice  of  Kaunits:  ^Wt 
will  not  give  up  our  rights  without  sentence  of  Law.  We 
cannot  recognize  the  King  of  Prussia  as  Law-Judge  in  this 
matter.''    Friedrieh :  '*  The  King  of  Prussia  is  of  the  Jury ! "" 

Pulse  after  pulse,  this  is  something  like  the  course  things 
had,  crescendo  till,  in  about  three  months,  they  got  to  a  height 
which  was  evidently  serious.  Nay,  in  the  course  of  the  plMd- 
ings  it  became  manifest  that  on  the  Austrian  grounds  of  daim, 
not  Maria  Theresa  could  be  heir  to  Straubingen,  but  Friedrich 
himself:  ''I  descend  from  Three-Crown  Albert's  Daughteri" 
said  Maria  Theresa.  **  And  I  from  an  elder  Daughter  of  his, 
and  do  not  claim  I "  Friedrich  could  have  answered,  but  did 
not;  treating  such  claim  all  along  as  merely  colorable  and 
chimerical,  not  worth  attention  in  serious  afihirs  of  fact  Till, 
at  length,  after  about  three  months!^  there  comes  a  reallj 
serious  brandish. 

Sunday f  April  bthj  1778,  at  Berlin,  Friedrich  holds  review  of 
his  Army,  all  assembled,  equipped  and  in  readiness ;  and  (fm 
that  upper  Parole-Koom  of  the  Schloss)  makes  this  Speech, 
which,  not  without  extraneous  intention,  was  printed  in  the 
Newspapers :  — 

FriedricKa  Speech  to  his  Oenerals,  ^' (Gentlemen,  I  haTe 
assembled  you  here  for  a  public  object.  Most  of  you,  like 
myself,  have  often  been  in  arms  along  with  one  another,  and 
are  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  our  Country  :  to  all  of  us  is 
well  known  in  what  dangers,  toils  and  renown  we  have  been 
fellow-sharers.  I  doubt  not  in  the  least  that  all  of  you,  as 
myself,  have  a  horror  of  bloodshed :  but  the  danger  which  now 
threatens  our  Countries,  not  only  renders  it  a  duty,  but  puts 
us  in  the  absolute  necessity,  to  adopt  the  quickest  and  most 
effectual  means  for  dissipating  at  the  right  time  the  storm 
which  threatens  to  break  out  on  us. 

"  I  depend  with  complete  confidence  on  your  soldierly  and 
patriotic  zeal,  which  is  already  well  and  gloriously  known  to 
me,  and  which,  while  I  live,  I  will  acknowledge  with  the 
heartiest  satisfaction.    Before  all  things,  I  recommend  to  yoiv 
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and  prescribe  as  your  most  sacred  duty,  That,  in  every  situa- 
tion, you  exercise  humanity  on  unarmed  enemies ;  and  be  con- 
tinually attentive  that,  in  this  respect  too,  there  be  the  strictest 
discipline  (Mannszueht)  kept  among  those  under  you. 

^To  travel  with  the  pomp  of  a  King  is  not  among  my 
wishes :  and  all  of  you  are  aware  that  I  have  no  pleasure  in 
rich  field-furniture :  but  my  increasing  age,  and  the  weakness 
it  brings,  render  me  incapable  of  riding  as  I  did  in  my  youth, 
I  shall,  therefore,  be  obliged  to  make  use  of  a  post-(diaise  in 
times  of  marehing;  and  all  of  you  have  liberty  to  do  the  same. 
Bat  on  the  day  of  battle  you  shall  see  me  on  horseback ;  and 
there,  also,  I  hope  my  (jenerals  will  follow  that  example.'^ 

VoUairB  smothered  under  Bases,  King's  Speech  was  on  Sun- 
day,  April  5th.  Evening  of  last  Monday  (March  SQth),  at  the 
Ihdfttre  Frangais  in  Paris,  poor  Voltaire  had  that  world-famous 
apotheosis  of  his;  and  got  '^ smothered  under  reses,''  as  he 
termed  it.  He  had  left  Femey  (such  the  urgency  of  Niece 
Denis  and  her  unappeasable  desire  for  a  sight  of  Paris  again) 
February  6th ;  arrived  in  Paris  February  10th ;  ventured  out 
to  see  his  poor  last  Tragedy,  not  till  the  sixth  night  of  it, 
March  SOth ;  was  beshouted,  crowned,  raised  to  the  immortal 
gods  by  a  repentant  Paris  world :  "  Greatest  of  men,  — ^You 
were  not  a  miscreant  and  malefactor,  then :  on  the  contrary, 
jroa  were  a  spiritual  Hercules,  a  heroic  Son  of  Light ;  Slayer  of 
Oie  Nightmare  Monsters,  and  foul  Dragons  and  Devils  that 
were  preying  on  us :  to  you  shall  not  we  now  say,  Long  life, 
with  all  our  throats  and  all  our  hearts,"  —  and  so  quench  you 
Bt  last!  Which  they  managed  to  do,  poor  repentant  souls. 
rhe  tottering  wayworn  Voltaire,  over-agitated  in  this  way, 
took  to  bed ;  never  rose  again ;  and  on  that  day  two  months 
was  dead.^  His  light  all  done ;  to  King  Friedrich,  or  to  any 
of  us,  no  flash  of  radiancy  from  him  any  more  forever. 

JprU  6ihf  Friedrich  gets  on  march — perhaps  alxmt  100,000 
strong — for  Schdnwalde,  in  the  Neisse-Schweidnitz  neighlxir- 

>  In  DwMntet,  and  still  better  in  Longehamp  0t  WagnUnf  ampla  aiTOTlst  «l 
intsmitiiig  ocqgrencaB. 
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hood ;  and  there^  in  the  course  of  the  week^  has  cantoned  him- 
self,  and  sits  completing  his  magazines  and  appliances  for 
actual  work  of  war.  This  is  a  considerable  brandish ;  and  a 
good  deal  astonishes  Kaunitz  and  the  Vienna  people,  who  have 
not  10,000  at  present  on  those  Frontiers,  and  nothing  whateyer 
in  a  state  of  readiness.  ^'  Dangerous  really ! ''  Kaunitz  admits; 
and  sets  new  regiments  on  march  from  Hungary,  from  the 
Netherlands,  from  all  ends  of  the  Earth  where  they  aie. 
Tempers  his  own  insolent  talk,  too;  but  strives  to  persuade 
himself  that  it  is  '^ Menace  merely.  He  won't;  he  abhors 
war."  Kaunitz  had  hardly  exaggerated  Friedrich's  abhorrence 
of  war ;  though  it  turned  out  there  were  things  which  Fried- 
rich  abhorred  still  more. 

Schbnwalde,  head-quarter  of  this  alarming  Prussian  canton- 
ment, is  close  on  the  new  Fortress  of  Silberberg,  a  beaatifal 
new  impregnability,  looking  into  those  valleys  of  the  Warta, 
of  the  young  Neisse,  which  are  the  road  to  Bohemia  or  from 
it,  — where  the  Pandour  torrents  used  to  issue  into  the  first 
Silesian  Wars ;  where  Friedrich  himself  was  once  to  have  been 
snapped  up,  but  was  not  quite,  —  and  only  sang  Mass  as 
Extempore  Abbot,  with  Tobias  Stusche,  in  the  Monastery  of 
Gamenz,  according  to  the  myth  which  readers  may  remember. 
No  more  can  Pandours  issue  that  way ;  only  Prussians  can 
enter  in.    Friedrich's  windows  in  the  Schloss  of  Schonwalde, 
—  which  are  on  the  left  hand,  if  you  be  touring  in  those  parts, 
— look  out  direct  upon  Silberberg,  and  have  its  battlements 
between  them  and  the  3^'clock  Sun.*    In  the  Town  of  Silber- 
berg, Friedrich  has  withal  a  modest  little  lodging,  —  lodging 
still  known, — where  he  can  alight  for  an  hour  or  a  night, 
in  the  multifarious  businesses  that  lead  him  to  and  fro.    '*  A 
beautiful  place,"  says   Schttning;   <' where  the  King  stayed 
twelve  weeks "  or  more ;  waiting  till  the  Bavarian-Austrian 
case  should  ripen  better.     At  Schonwalde,  what  was  impor- 
tant in  his  private  circle,  he  heard  of  Lord  Marischars  death, 
then  of  Voltaire's ;  not  to  mention  that  of  English  Pitt»  and 
perhaps  others  interesting  to  him.' 

^  Schoning,  iv.  (Introductory  Part). 

<  Voltaire  died  May  30th;  Marischal,  May  25th;  Pitt,  Ifay  lltli;^Md 
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^  Now  was  the  time/'  cry  Schmettau  and  the  onf arorabley 
^  when  he  might  have  walked  across  into  Eastern  Bohemia, 
into  MShren,  whither  you  like ;  to  Vienna  itself,  and  taken 
Austria  by  the  throat  at  discretion:  'Do  justice,  then,  will 
you  I  Let  go  Bavaria,  or — ! '  In  his  young  years,  would  not 
he  have  done  so  ?  His  Plan,  long  since  laid  down,  was  grand : 
To  march  into  M&hren,  leaving  Silesia  guarded ;  nay  leaving 
Bohemia  to  be  invaded,  — for  Prince  Henri,  and  the  Saxons, 
who  are  a  willing  handful,  and  will  complete  Henri  likewise  to 
100,000,  were  to  do  that  feat  the  while ;  — March  into  Mahren, 
on  to  Vienna  if  he  chose ;  laying  all  fiat.  Infallible,''  say  the 
Sohmettau  people.  ''He  had  the  fire  of  head  to  contrive  it 
all ;  but  worn  down  and  grown  old,  he  could  not  execute  his 
great  thoughts."  Which  is  obviously  absurd,  Friedrich's  ob- 
ject not  being  to  lay  Austria  fiat,  or  drive  animosities  to  the 
sanguinary  point,  and  kindle  all  Europe  into  war ;  but  merely 
to  extract,  with  the  minimum  of  violence,  something  like  jus- 
tice from  Austria  on  this  Bavarian  matter.  For  which  end, 
he  may  justly  consider  slow  pressure  preferable  to  the  cutting 
method.  His  problem  is  most  ticklish,  not  allowed  for  by 
Schmettau. 

The  encampment  round  Schdnwalde,  especially  as  there  was 
nothing  ready  thereabouts  on  the  Austrian  side,  produced  a 
visible  and  great  effect  on  the  negotiations;  and  notably 
altered  the  high  Kaunitz  tone  towards  Friedrich.  ''  Must  two 
great  Courts  quarrel,  then,  for  the  sake  of  a  small  one  ?  "  mur- 
mured Kaunitz,  plaintively  now,  to  himself  and  to  the  King, 
—  to  the  King  not  in  a  very  distinct  manner,  though  to  him- 
self the  principle  is  long  since  clear  as  an  axiom  in  Politics : 
^  Great  Courts  should  imderstand  one  another ;  then  the  small 
would  be  less  troublesome."  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  this 
has  been  the  Kaunitz  faith.  In  1753,  when  he  miraculously 
screwed  round  the  French  into  union  with  the  Austrians  to 
put  down  an  upstart  Prussia,  this  was  his  grand  fulcrum,  the 
immovable  rock  in  which  the  great  Engineer  fixed  down  his 

Ifaj  4th,  in  the  Cantonment  here,  died  General  ron  Rentid,  the  Hune  who^ 
m  Lieutenant  Bentzel,  sixty  yean  ago,  had  taught  the  little  Ciown-PiiiMA  hii 
driD  (Rodenbeck,  iii.  187). 
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politioal  capstans,  and  levered  and  screwed.  He  did  trium- 
phantly wind  matters  round,  —  though  whether  they  mneh 
profited  him  when  round,  may  be  a  question. 

But  the  same  grand  principle,  in  the  later  instance  of  ptrti- 
tioning  Poland,  has  it  not  proved  eminently  triumphioit,  sno* 
cessful  in  all  points  ?  Ahd,  doubtless,  this  King  of  Prossia 
recognizes  it,  if  made  worth  his  while,  thinks  Kaunitz.  In  a 
word,  Kaunitz's  next  utterance  is  wonderfully  changed.  The 
great  Engineer  speaks  almost  like  a  Bishop  on  this  new  text 
''Let  the  Two  Courts,''  says  he,  ''put  themselves  each  in  the 
other's  place;  each  think  what  U  would  want;"  and  in  fact 
each,  in  a  Christian  manner,  try  to  do  as  it  would  be  done  by ! 
How  touching  in  the  mouth  of  a  Eaunitz,  with  something  of 
pathos,  of  plaintiveness,  almost  of  unction  in  it  I  "  Theie  is 
no  other  method  of  agreeing^"  urges  he :  "War  is  a  terriUe 
method,  disliked  by  both  of  us.  Austria  wishes  this  of  Baya- 
ria;  but  his  Prussian  Majesty's  turn  will  come,  perhaps  now 
is  (let  him  say  and  determine) ;  we  will  make  it  worth  his 
while."  This  is  of  April  2^th  ;  notable  change  since  the  can- 
toning round  Sch5nwalde. 

Germany  at  large,  though  it  lay  so  silent,  in  its  bedrid  con- 
dition, was  in  great  anxiety.  Never  had  the  Holy  Eomish 
Keich  such  a  shook  before :  ''  Meaning  to  partition  us  like 
Poland?"  thought  the  Reich,  with  a  shudder.  "They  can, 
by  degrees,  if  they  think  good ;  these  Two  Great  Sovereigns !" 
Courage,  your  Durchlauchts :  one  of  the  Two  great  ones  has 
not  that  in  his  thoughts ;  has,  and  will  have,  the  reverse  of 
that ;  which  will  be  your  anchorage  in  the  storms  of  fate  for 
a  long  time  to  come!  Nor  was  it — as  will  shortly  appear 
to  readers  —  Kaunitz's  immediate  intention  at  all :  enough  if 
poor  we  can  begin  it,  set  it  fairly  under  way ;  let  some  unborn 
happier  Elaunitz,  the  last  of  a  series,  complete  such  blessed 
consummation ;  in  a  happier  time,  far  over  the  practical  hori- 
zon at  present.  This  we  do  gather  to  have  been  Kaunitz's  real 
view ;  and  it  throws  a  light  on  the  vexed  Partition-of-Poland 
question,  and  gives  weight  to  Dohm's  assertion.  That  Kaonitz 
was  the  actual  beginner  there. 

Weeks  before  Friediioh  heard  of  this  remarkable  Memorial, 
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always  considered  a  very  generous  thing,  and  always  retained 
to,  with  new  touches  of  improvement,  as  their  grand  recipe  in 
this  matter.  So  that,  unhappily,  the  Hertzberg-Gobenzl  treaty- 
ings,  Kaiser^s  Letters  and  Kaunitz's  episcopal  oil^  were  with- 
out effect,  —  except  to  gain  for  the  Austrians,  who  infinitely 
needed  it,  delay  of  above  two  months.  The  Letters  are 
without  general  interest :  but,  for  Friedrich's  sake,  perhaps 
readers  will  consent  to  a  specimen  ?  Here  are  parts  of  his 
First  Letter:  people  meaning  to  be  Kings  (which  I  doubt 
none  of  my  readers  are)  could  not  do  better  than  read  it,  and 
again  read  it,  and  acquire  that  style,  first  of  knowing  thor- 
oughly the  object  in  hand,  and  then  of  speaking  on  it  and  of 
being  silent  on  it,  in  a  true  and  noble  manner :  — 

Fredrick  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  (at  Olmtitz). 

"  ScHONWALDB,  14th  April,  1778. 

*'  SiBE  MY  Brother,  —  I  have  received,  with  all  the  satis- 
faction possible,  the  Letter  which  your  Imperial  Majesty  has 
had  the  goodness  to  write  to  me.  I  have  neither  Minister  nor 
Clerk  (scribe)  about  me ;  therefore  your  Imperial  Majesty  will 
be  pleased  to  put  up  with  such  Answer  as  an  Old  Soldier  can 
give,  who  writes  to  you  with  probity  and  frankness,  on  one  of 
the  most  important  subjects  which  have  risen  in  Politics  for  a 
long  time. 

"Nobody  wishes  more  than  I  to  maintain  peace  and  har- 
mony between  the  Powers  of  Europe  :  but  there  are  limits  to 
everything ;  and  cases  so  intricate  (epinetuc)  arise  that  good- 
will alone  will  not  suffice  to  maintain  things  in  repose  and 
tranquillity.  Permit  me.  Sire,  to  state  distinctly  what  the 
question  seems  to  me  to  be.  It  is  to  determine  if  an  Emperor 
can  dispose  at  his  will  of  the  Fiefs  of  the  Empire.  Answer 
in  the  affirmative,  and  all  these  Fiefs  become  Timars  [in  the 
Turk  way],  which  are  for  life  only ;  and  which  the  Sultan  dis- 
poses of  again,  on  the  possessor's  death.  Now,  this  is  contraiy 
to  the  Laws,  to  the  Customs  and  Constitutions  of  the  German 
Empire."  —  "  I,  as  member  of  the  Empire,  and  as  having,  by 
the  Treaty  of  Hubertsburg,  re-sanctioned  the  Peace  of  West- 
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phalia,  find  myself  formally  eng^ed  to  support  the  mimiiaities, 

the  liberties  and  rights  of  the  Germanic  Body. 

"This,  Sire,  is  the  veritable  state  of  things.  Personal 
interest  I  have  none :  but  I  am  persuaded  your  Majesty's  self 
would  regard  me  as  a  paltry  man,  unworthy  of  your  esteem, 
should  I  basely  sacrifice  the  rights,  immunities  and  privileges, 
which  the  Electors  and  I  have  received  from  our  Ancestors, 

"  I  continue  to  speak  to  your  Majesty  with  the  same  frank- 
ness. I  love  and  honor  your  person.  It  will  certainly  be 
bard  for  me  to  fight  gainst  a  Prince  gifted  with  excellent 
qualities,  and  whom  I  personally  esteem.  But "  —  And  is 
there  no  remedy  ?  Anspach  and  Baireuth  stand  in  no  need 
of  sanction.  I  consent  to  the  Congress  proposed:  —  being 
with  the  &c.  &c.  —  F.' 

The  sittii^  of  this  little  Congress  at  Berlin  lasted  all 
throi^h  May  and  June ;  to  the  disgust  of  Schmettau  and  the 
ardent  Prussian  mess-rooms,  "  lying  ready  here,  and  forbidden 
to  act"  For  the  Austrians  all  the  while  were  at  their  busiest^ 
improving  the  moments,  marching  continually  hltherward  from 
Hungary,  from  Limbu^,  from  all  ends  of  the  earth.  Both 
Mgotiatii^  parties  had  shown  a  manifest  wish  to  terminate 
vithout  war;  and  both  made  various  attempts  or  proposals 
that  way ;  Friedrich  offering,  in  the  name  of  European  peace, 
to  yield  the  Austriaus  some  small  rim  or  paring  of  Bavaria 
bom  the  edge  adjoining  them;  the  Austrians  offering  Ans- 
pach-Baireuth  with  some  improvements ;  —  always  offering 
Friedrich  his  own  Baireuth-Anspach  with  some  new  sauce  (as 
that  he  might  exchange  those  Territories  with  Saxony  for  a 
fine  equivalent  in  the  Lausitz,  contiguous  to  him,  which  was 
a  real  improvement  and  increase) :  —  but  as  neither  party 
would  in  the  least  give  up  in  essentials,  or  quit  the  ground 
it  had  taken,  the  result  was  nothing.  Week  after  week;  so 
many  weeks  are  being  lost  to  Friedrich;  gained  to  Austria: 
Sohmettau  getting  more  and  more  diefnsted. 

Friedrich  still  waited ;  not  in  all  points  quite  ready  yet, 
ha  said,  nor  the  futile  diplomacies  quite  complete^— evi* 
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dentlj  in  the  highest  degree  iinwilling  to  come  to  the  eo 
ting  pointy  and  begin  a  War  which  nobody  could  see  the  ei 
of.  Many  things  he  tried ;  Peace  so  precious  to  him,  tiy  ai 
again  try.  All  through  Jime  too,  this  went  on ;  the  retu 
always  zero,  —  obviously  certain  to  be  so.  As  even  Friedric 
had  at  last  to  own  to  himself ;  and  likewise  that  the  Campaij 

I  season  was  ebbing  away ;  and  that  if  his  grand  Moravian  sehen 

I  was  to  be  tried  on  Austria^  there  was  not  now  a  moment  1 

I  lose. 

?  Friedrioh's  ultimate  proposal,  new  modification  of  what  a 

his  proposals  had  been,  '^  To  you  some  thin  rim  of  Baiem;  i 

1  Saxony  and  Mecklenburg  some  etcetera  of  indemnity,  monc 

chiefly  (money  always  to  be  paid  by  Karl  Theodor,  who  h 
left  Baiem  open  to  the  spoiler  in  this  scandalous  manner) 
was  of  June  13th ;  Austrians  for  ten  days  meditating  on  i 
and  especially  getting  forward  their  Army  matters,  answe 
June  24th,  "No,  we  won't."  Upon  which  Friedrich — toil 
joy  of  Schmettau  and  every  Prussian — actually  rises.  Emi 
his  War-Manifesto  (Jtdy  Sd)  :  "  Declaration  to  our  BrethK 
(Mitstdnde)  of  the  Keich,''  that  Austria  will  listen  to  nothii 
but  War ;  *  and,  on  and  from  that  day,  goes  flowing  forwa 
in  perfect  columns  and  arrangements,  100,000  strong ;  throni 
the  picturesque  Glatz  Country,  straight  towards  the  Bohemia 
Border,  hour  by  hour.  Flows  over  the  Bohemian  Border  \ 
Nachod  Town;  his  vanguard  bursting  into  field-music  ai 
flourishes  of  trumpeting  at  that  grand  moment  (July  6th 
flowed  bodily  over;  and  encamped  that  night  on  Bohemii 
ground,  with  Nachod  to  rear;  thence  towards  Kwalkowil 
and  on  the  second  day  to  Jaromirtz  ("  Camp  of  Jaromirtx ' 
a  little  Town  which  we  have  heard  of  before,  but  whi< 
became  more  famous  than  ever  during  the  next  ten  weeks. 

Jaromirtz,  Kwalkowitz,  Konigsgratz:  this  is  the  old  hi 
and-dale  labyrinth  of  an  Upper-Elbe  Country ;  only  too  wc 
known  to  his  Majesty  and  us,  for  almost  forty  years  paB' 
here  again  are  the  Austrians  waiting  the  Eling ;  watching  di 
gently  this  new  Invasion  of  his  out  of  Glatz  and  the  Eas^ 

1  Fischer,  ii  388;  I>«hm,  DenkwHrdigkeiten,  i.  110;  (Ew/re$  tU  Friih 
ti.  U5. 
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In  the  same  da^-s,  Prince  Hviiri,  who  is  aliK>  a^ar  1(K^(KH^ 
starts  from  Dresden  to  invade  them  frum  the  Wvvt.  J^Midfui. 
fiacing  vertwd.  is  in  "A'atch  of  Henri;  i^u*y.  or  itiiliHKl  tUu 
Kaiser  himself,  bac'k-to-back  of  Loudon,  staudn  in  (Lin  K«kiuKH 
ptttz-Jaiomirtz  part ;  said  to  be  embattled  itj  a  viry  1  UtlHirtitu 
manner,  to  a  length  of  fifty  miles  on  thiis  ihw  ^Mturifl.  miuI  m 
Qomber  Bome'irhat  superior  to  the  Kin;;;  —  tin;  AtivtuMti*  in 
■U  orunting  about  25(^(KK);  of  whom  Jju^y  U-m  (;<iiiiiiiU>tailjl*r 
the  larger  bhare.  The  terror  at  A'ieuna.  nfvi'rlliclfM*,  in  vc*i  ^ 
great:  ^A  day  of  terror,"  says  one  who  w;i.s  tlwir,  "J  «yiil 
ncK  trust  myself  to  descrilie  the  b<^ubatLoii  wlurti  iljin  luitt. 
'Frkydrirji  in  Bohemia  agaiu!*  prodw^jd  atnonx  ulj  iMfil>»  •.( 
.*''     Maria  Theresa,  with  her  Jim:  iuoLhiily    Iu.mii,  in 

riL  for   h^r  Country*,  and   tremiiiiii);    **  Un    tt,y    tw**   ;* 1 

[Jaiyeiii.  and  Leopold]  a:id  dear  boii-iuLaw  |v!  l-.^i  liii«.ii 
Tess^ifiL]^  vho  are  in  t;h»'  Ariiiy/'  ovi-M;oiii«f»  lijl  M'lnt'lt'r 
ctf  inde:  instantly  despautuek  aii  Aiil</>m«i]iIi  i^^  i.Ui  r.  n.)^ 
fBesrer  cif  thih.  BaroL  vuii  'J^iiuKut,  wMi  rn!!  I'ltMin  y. 
aad  OL  her  cnn.  streu^r::!.  sti;'^.,:  ;  iii-w  Ni.>"if,iui.i«ffi,  iti.tti.^ 
m  irll.  ne  WMsn.  endec  ue  ue*wi<'*  iic^i   Lii>  'j'jii-ii  * 

W    EllL    2L  time  :    ZU^    Luii\'.'ii     \j*int'..im    \jnMty    iii«ii  i  •     .n.i'n.^ 

xnz  iiX  xieinr  <f^'eL  ^e:  muii*  nriAf  '      I  'ii«i*ii  r    .1,1  .«    i.>,g» 

**1E   'JL  r»rt;uun'jr-riii^    tu'r./ir'   •rrtli-M-ii-.*       /     j/'ii.M.. i.ci 

fS  im-  lAe^e:  SaV  Oeiiry  •..;:!.;  i»i  <'rir'.»vi«  If  I*,»j  .  II. .M 
IBELT"  nift  of  *Ii»  KS^JUli"  'i*  :-»  •••.!•;  •;'  vi.i  |.,iv.  ^  ■/'/♦.. 
i'ViMliTA      i^.'J'    iili*.     ...      :^*'li:j'::4*'      4x:j<      .;«a     iic.«i(.i>    iiii'fi.'.i  ip 


■Aij;.;i -•!-         i-l'-T**       «i   .   *.       '-.■>      .>-.**-       r.*;       \i»sj*>,        ^  iVi 
.1    . jA '•  fTA .. ;--    ,.  -tf  ■■>5       o-      -i. ;  -     >•:--.  / : . ^     I  •  i  'AiA'tdA  '.*'Ji*0     *aI  n**;  U 1 '. 
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5th  Juij,  it; 

to  tap.    There  are  "  ditches  8  feet  deep  by  16  bioad."    Behu 

or  on  the  right  bank  of  Elbe,  it  is  mere  intrenchment  for  fii 

and-twenty  miles.     With  bogs,  with  thickets  full  of  Croat 

and  such  an  amount  of  artillery,  —  I  believe  they  hare  in  bs 

tery  no  fewer  than  1,500  cannon.    A  position  very  considf 

able  indeed :  —  must  have  taken  time  to  deliberate,  delve  ai 

invest;  but  it  is  done.    Near  fifty  miles  of  it :  here,  clear 

your  glass,  has  the  head  of  Lacy  visibly  emerged  on  us,  as 

for  survey  of  phenomena :  —  head  of  Lacy  sure  enough  (bo< 

of  him  lying  invisible  in  the  heights,  passes  and  points 

vantage) ;  and  its  neck  of  fifty  miles,  like  the  neck  of  a  ws 

horse  clothed  with  thunder.     On  which   (thinks  Schmett 

privately)  you  may,  too  late,  make  your  reflections ! 

Schmettau  asserts  that  the  position,  though  strong,  w 

nothing  like  so  infinitely  strong;  and  that  Friedrich  in  I 

younger  days  would  very  soon  have  assaulted  it,  and  turn 

Lacy  inside  out:  but  Friedrich,  we  know,  had  his  reaso 

against  hurry.    He  reconnoitred  diligently;  rode  out  recc 

noitring  ^'fifteen  miles  the  first  day"  (July  6th),  ditto  tl 

second  and  following;  and  was  nearly  shot  by  Croats, — 1 

one  specific  Croat,  says  Prussian  Mythology,  supported  1 

Engraving.    An  old  Engraving,  which  I  have  never  seen,  re 

resents  Friedrich  reconnoitring  those  five-and-twenty  mil 

of  Elbe,  which  have  so  many  redoubts  on  their  side  of  it,  ai 

swarm  with  Croat  parties  on  both  sides :  this  is  all  the  trai 

that  is  in  the  Engraving.^    Fact  says :  Friedrich  ("  on  the  8tb 

if  that  were  all  the  variation)  ''  was  a  mark  for  the  Austrii 

sharpshooters  for  half  an  hour."    Myth  says,  and  engraves  i 

with  the  date  of  "  July  7th : "  Friedrich,  skirting  some  thicke 

suddenly  came  upon  a  single  Croat  with  musket  levelled  i 

him,  wild  creature's  finger  just  on  the  trigger ;  -^and  quiet! 

admonishing,  Friedrich  lifts  his  finger  with  a  '^2>m,  Dv  (A 

you  !)  ; "  upon  which,  such  the  divinity  that  hedges  one^  th 

wild  creature  instantly  flings  down  his  murder-weapoiii  iD^ 

kneeling,  embraces  the  King's  boot, — with  kisses,  for  aaj 

thing  I  know.    It  is  certain,  Friedrich,  about  six  timet  ov« 

in  this  paltry  War  or  Quasi  Ko-War,  set  his  attendants  on  Al 

1  Bodenbeck,  p.  18S. 


H^;  TH*,.  .       ,«.  ^"^  BAVARIAN  WAB.  415 

Uth  Jolj-HHh  Aug.  ITTB. 

tremble;  was  namely,  from  Croateries  and  Artilleries,  Id  im- 
minent peril  of  life;  so  careless  was  he,  and  dangerous  to 
■peak  to  in  his  soar  humor.  Humor  very  sour,  they  say,  for 
most  part;  being  in  reality  altogether  backward  and  loath 
for  grand  enterprise ;  and  yet  stririug  to  think  he  was  not ; 
uhamed  that  any  War  of  his  should  be  a  No- War.  Schmettao 
says:  — 

"  On  the  day  of  getting  into  Jaromirtz  [July  8th],  the  King, 
tired  of  ridii^  about  while  the  Columns  were  slowly  getting 
in,  lay  down  on  the  ground  with  bis  Adjutants  about  him.  A 
young  Officer  came  riding  past ;  whom  the  King  beckoned  to 
him; — wrote  something  with  pencil  (an  Order,  not  of  the 
least  importance),  and  said :  '  Here  -,  that  Order  to  General 
Lossow,  and  t«ll  hiro  he  is  not  to  take  it  ill  that  I  trouble  him, 
as  I  have  none  in  my  Suite  that  can  do  anything.' "  Let  the 
Snite  take  it  as  they  can  I  A  most  pungent,  severe  old  King ; 
quite  perverse  at  times,  thinks  Schmettau.  Thus  again,  more 
than  once :  — 

"  On  arriving  with  his  Column  where  the  Officer,  a  perfectly 
■kilfnl  man,  had  marked  out  the  Camp,  the  King  would  lift 
His  spy-glass ;  gaze  to  right  and  left,  riding  round  the  place 
at  perhaps  a  hundred  yards'  distance ;  and  begin :  '  Siekt  «r, 
Herr,  But  look,  Heir,  what  a  botching  you  have  made  of  lb 
again  (was  er  da  wieder  JUr  dvm,m  Zeug  gemaeht  hat)  I '  and 
grumbling  and  blaming,  would  alter  the  Camp,  till  it  was  all 
oat  of  rule ;  and  then  say,  '  See  there,  that  is  the  way  to  mark 
oat  Camps.' "  * 

In  a  week's  time,  July  13th,  came  another  fine  excuse  for 
inaction ;  Plenipotentiary  Thugnt,  namely,  and  the  Kaiserinn's 
Letter,  which  we  spoke  of.  Aatograph  from  Maria  Theresa 
herself,  inspired  by  the  terror  of  Vienna  and  of  her  beautiful 
motherly  heart.  Negotiation  to  be  private  atterly :  "My  Son, 
the  Kaiser,  knows  nothing  of  it;  I  beg  the  most  ahaolnta 
secrecy ; "  which  was  acoordingly  kep^  while  Tbogo^  iri&. 
Kukenstein  and  Hertzberg  again,  held  "Congress  of  BraOr 
ua"  in  those  neighborhoods,  —  with  ns  little  effect  ax  f  • 
noguf  B  Name,  it  seems,  was  originally  Ttmioottv  C^IP" 

14.14    VoL7 
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Italian) ;  which  the  ignorant  Vienna  people  changed  into 
<'  Thyrnicht-gut  (Do-no-good)/'  till  Maria  Theresa,  in  very 
charity,  struck  out  the  negative,  and  made  him  ^' Do-good." 
Do-good  and  his  Congress  held  Friedrich  till  August  lOih: 
five  more  weeks  gone ;  and  nothing  but  reconnoitring,  — >  with 
of  course  foraging,  and  diligently  eating  the  Country,  which 
is  a  daily  employment^  and  produces  fencing  and  skirmishing 
enough. 

Henri,  in  the  interim,  has  invaded  from  the  West ;  seen 
Leitmeritz,  Lobositz ;  —  Prag  Nobility  all  running,  and  I  sup- 
pose Prayers  to  St.  Vitus  going  again,  -^  and  Loudon  in  alarm. 
Loudon,  however,  saved  Prag  "by  two  masterly  positions'' 
(not  mentionable  here);  upon  which  Henri  took  camp  at 
Niemes ;  Loudon,  the  weaker  in  this  part,  seizing  the  Iser  as 
a  bulwark,  and  ranking  himself  behind  it,  back-to-back  of 
Lacy.  Here  for  about  five  weeks  sat  Henri,  nothing  on  hand 
but  to  eat  the  Country.  Over  the  heads  of  Loudon  and  Lacy, 
as  the  crow  flies,  Henri's  Camp  may  be  about  70  miles  from 
Jaromirtz,  where  the  King  is.  Hussar  Belling,  our  old  Anti- 
Swede  friend,  a  brilliant  cutting  man,  broke  over  the  Iser 
once,  perhaps  twice ;  and  there  was  pretty  fencing  by  him 
and  the  like  of  him :  '^  but  Prince  Henri  did  nothing,"  says 
the  King/ — was,  in  fact,  helping  the  King  to  do  nothing. 
By  the  10th  of  September,  as  Henri  has  computed,  this 
Country  will  be  eaten ;  "  Forage,  I  find,  will  be  quite  done 
here  on  September  10th,"  writes  Henri,  after  a  week  or  two's 
experience. 

There  was  always  talk  of  Henri  and  the  King,  who  are 
100,000  each,  joining  hands  by  the  post  of  Arnau,  or  some 
weak  point  of  Lacy's  well  north  of  Konigsgratz ;  thus  of  cut- 
ting off  the  meal-carts  of  that  back-to-back  copartnery,  and  so 
of  tumbling  it  off  the  ground  (which  was  perfectly  possible, 
says  Sohmettau) ;  and  small  detachments  and  expeditions  were 
pushed  out,  (jeneral  Dahlwig,  General  Anhalt,  partly  for  that 
object :  but  not  the  least  of  it  ever  took  effect.  "  Futile,  lost 
by  loitering,  as  all  else  was,"  groans  Schmettau.    Prinoe  Henn 

I  (fiuvns  (U  Fridiric,  vL  154. 
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was  ayerse  to  attempt,  intimates  the  King,  — as  indeed  (though 
refosing  to  own  it)  was  I.  "  September  10th,  my  forage  will 
be  out)  your  Majesty,"  says  Henri,  always  a  punctual  calcu- 
lating man. 

The  AustrianSy  on  their  side,  were  equally  stagnant ;  and, 
except  the  continual  skirmishing  with  the  Prussian  foragers, 
undertook  nothing.  '^  Shamefully  ill-done  our  foraging,  too/' 
exclaims  Schmettau  again  and  again :  ''  Had  we  done  it  with 
neatness,  with  regularity,  the  Country  would  have  lasted  us 
twice  as  long.  Doing  it  headlong,  wastefully  and  by  the  rule- 
of-thumb,  the  Country  was  a  desert,  all  its  inhabitants  fled,  all 
its  edibles  consumed,  before  six  weeks  were  over.  Friedrich 
is  not  now  himself  at  all ;  in  great  things  or  in  little ;  what 
a  changed  Friedrich  I ''  exclaims  Schmettau,  with  wearisome 
iteration. 

From  about  August  6th,  or  especially  August  10th,  when 
the  Maria-Theresa  Correspondence,  or  ''  Congress  of  Braunau,'' 
ended  likewise  in  zero,  Friedrich  became  impatient  for  actual 
junction  with  Prince  Henri,  actual  push  of  business;  and 
began  to  hint  of  an  excellent  plan  he  had :  ''  Burst  through 
on  their  left  flank;  blow  up  their  post  of  Hohenelbe  yonder: 
thence  is  but  one  march  to  Iser  river ;  junction  with  Prince 
Henri  there ;  and  a  Lacy  and  a  Loudon  tumbled  to  the  winds." 
"A  plan  perfectly  feasible,"  says  Schmettau ;  "which  solaced 
the  King's  humor,  but  which  he  never  really  intended  to  exe- 
cute." Possibly  not;  otherwise,  according  to  old  wont,  he 
would  have  forborne  to  speak  of  it  beforehand.  At  all  events, 
August  15th,  in  the  feeling  that  one  ought  really  to  do  some- 
thing, the  rather  as  forage  hereabouts  was  almost  or  altogether 
nmning  out,  he  actually  set  about  this  grand  scheme. 

Grot  on  march  to  rightward,  namely,  up  the  Aupa  river, 
through  the  gloomy  chasms  of  Kingdom-Wood,  memorable  in 
old  days:  had  his  bakery  shifted  to  Trautenau;  his  heavy 
eannon  getting  tugged  thixmgh  the  mire  and  the  rains,  which 
by  this  time  were  abundant,  towards  Hohenelbe,  for  the  great 
enterprise :  and  sat  encamped  on  and  about  the  Battle-ground 
of  Sohr  for  a  week  or  so,  waiting  till  all  were  forward ;  eating 
Bohr  Country,  which  was  painfully  eaqr  to  da  The  Anetriani 
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did  next  to  nothing  on  him ;  bat  the  lains,  the  mod  and  mu- 
cit;  were  doii^  mnoh.  Getting  on  to  Hohenelbe  ce^on,  after 
a  veek'a  wot  waiting,  he,  on  ocnlflr  anrrey  of  the  ground  ahoQ^ 
was  heard  to  say,  "  This  cannot  be  done,  then  I  "  "  Had  neitr 
meant  to  do  it,"  sneers  Schmettao,  "  and  only  wanted  some 
excuse.^  Wbich  la  very  likely.  Schmettau  gives  an  Anecdote 
of  him  here :  In  regard  to  a  certain  Hill,  the  Key  of  the  Aoi- 
trian  position,  which  the  King  was  continually  reconnoitring, 
and  lamenting  the  enormous  height  of,  "  Impoesible,  so  high ! " 
One  of  the  Adjutants  took  his  theodolite,  ascertained  the 
height,  and,  by  way  of  comfortdug  his  Majesty,  reported  the 
exact  number  of  feet  above  their  present  leveL  "How  do 
j/ou  know,  Herr  ?  "  said  the  King  angrily.  "Measoied  it  bj 
Trigonometry,  youi  Majesty ."  —  "  Trigonometry  I  Sehei'  er 
tick  sum  Teufel  (Ott  with  you.  Sir,  to  the  Devil,  your  Trigo- 
nometry and  you  ! )  "  —  no  believer  in  mathematica,  this 
King. 

He  was  loath  to  go;  and  laid  the  blame  on  many  tluDga 
"  Were  Prince  Heuri  now  but  across  the  Iser.  Had  tJiat  Bta|ud 
Anhalt.  when  he  was  upon  it  [galloping  about,  to  the  ruin  of 
his  head],  only  seized  Amau,  Arnau  and  its  Gibe-Bridge ;  and 
had  it  in  hand  for  junction  with  Prince  Henri ! "  In  fin^  joat 
as  the  last  batch  of  heavy  cannon  —  twenty  or  thir^  hun- 
gered horses  to  a  gun,  at  the  rate  of  five  miles  a  day  in  roadt 
unspeakable  —  were  getting  in,  be  ordered  them  all  to  be 
draped  back,  back  to  the  Trautenan  road ;  whither  we  must 
now  all  go.  And,  Septewlcr  SfA,  in  perfect  order,  tor  the 
AustriauB  little  molested  him,  and  got  a  bad  bargidn  vbcn 
they  did,  the  great  Friedrich  with  his  whole  Army  got  on 
march  homeward,  after  such  a  Campaign  as  we  see.  dhnbed 
the  Trauteuan-Landshut  Pass,  with  nothing  of  effective  koi 
except  from  the  rainy  elements,  the  steep  miry  wajB  and  tta 
starved  horses;  draught-horses  especially  starved, — wlia% 
poor  creatures,  "  you  would  see  sprii^  at  the  ropes  [dxw^i^ 
harness],  thirty  of  them  to  a  gun,  when  started  and  gaehB^ 
to;  tug  violently  with  no  effect,  and  fall  down  la.  vMi 
rows." 

Prince  Henri,  forage  done,  stazted  punctually 
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lOtb,  two  days  after  his  Brother ;  and,  with  little  or  no  puis 
suit  from  the  Austriaos,  and  with  horses  unstarred,  got  home 
in  comparatiTely  tolerable  circumstaiices.  Cantoned  himself 
in  Dresden  neighborhood,  and  sat  waiting :  he  had  never  ap- 
proved this  War ;  and  now,  I  suppose,  would  not  want  for 
leflectioDS.  Friedrich's  cantonments  were  round  Landshut, 
and  spread  out  to  right  and  to  left,  from  Glatz  Country  and  th« 
TJpper-Silesian  Hills,  to  Silberbei^  and  Schweidnitz ;  —  his 
own  quarter  is  the  same  region,  where  he  lay  so  long  in  Sum- 
mer, 1759,  talking  on  learned  subjects  with  the  late  Quintus 
Icilius,  if  readers  remember,  and  wearily  waiting  till  Cunctator 
Baun  (likewise  now  deceased)  took  his  stand,  or  his  seat,  at 
Mark  Lissa,  and  the  King  could  follow  him  to  Schmbttaeifeo. 
Friedrich  himself  on  this  present  occasion  stayed  at  Sohatzlar 
aa  rear-guard,  to  see  whether  the  Austrians  would  not  perhaps 
try  to  make  some  Winter  Campaign  of  it,  and  if  so,  whether 
they  would  attempt  on  Prince  Henri  or  on  him.  The  Aus- 
trians did  not  attempt  on  either ;  showed  no  such  intention, 
— though  mischievous  enough  in  other  small  ways.  Friedrieh 
wrote  the  £hge  of  Voltaire  *  while  he  waited  here  at  Schatz- 
lar,  among  the  rainy  Mountains.  Later  on,  as  prospects 
altered,  he  was  much  at  Breslau,  or  running  about  on  civio 
errands  with  Breslau  as  centre :  at  Breslau  he  had  many  Dia- 
logues with  Professor  Garve,  —  in  whose  good,  but  oppressively 
solemn,  little  Book,  more  a  dull-droning  Preachment  than  a 
Karrative,  no  reader  need  look  for  them  or  for  him. 

Aa  to  the  Evlogy  of  Voltaire,  we  may  say  that  it  ia  graerooB, 
ingenious,  succinct ;  and  of  dialect  now  obsolete  to  oa.  There 
wae  (and  is,  though  sappressed)  another  Xutogj/,  hzand-uew, 
by  a  Contemporary  of  our  ovn,  —  from  irhiok  I  know  not  if 
readers  will  permit  me  a  senteijoe  or  two,  io  QoM 
the  rainy  Mountains  ? 

.  .  .  "A  wonderful  talent  lay  in  this  man — [in  Voltain^' 

vit ;  "  BQoh  an  intellect,  the  sharpest,  swifteat  of  tlio  wwl 

thinks  our  Contemporary;  "fathoming  yuu  the  deepest  sob* 
ject,  to  a  depth  far  beyond  most  ma/»  «n*nHU»M,  ^nd  naming 
1  IB  ffiiNM  (fa  JMM^vB^ 
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np  with  victory  and  something  wise  and  logically  speakaUa 
to  say  on  it,  sooner  than  any  other  man,  —  never  doubting  but 
he  has  been  at  the  bottom,  which  is  from  three  to  ten  miles 
lower!"]  wonderful  talent;  but  observe  always,  if  you  look 
closely,  it  was  in  essence  a  mere  talent  for  Speech ;  which 
talent  Bavius  and  Msevius  and  the  Jew  Apella  may  admire 
without  looking  behind  it,  but  this  Eulogist  by  no  means  will 
Speech,  my  friend  ?  K  your  sublime  talent  of  speech  oonsisls 
only  in  making  ignorance  appear  to  be  knowledge,  and  little 
wisdom  appear  to  be  much,  I  will  thank  you  to  walk  on  with 
it,  and  apply  at  some  other  shop.  The  quantity  of  shops  where 
you  can  apply  with  thrice-golden  advantage,  from  the  Mom- 
ing  Newspapers  to  the  National  Senate,  is  tremendous  at  thk 
epoch  of  the  poor  world's  history ;  —  go,  I  request  you  I  And 
while  his  foot  is  on  the  stairs,  descending  from  my  garret^  I 
think :  O  unfortunate  f eUow-creature  in  an  unfortunate  woiid, 
why  is  not  there  a  Friedrich  Wilhelm  to  ^ elect'  you,  as  he  did 
Gundling,  to  his  Tohcuxo  Parliament,  and  there  set  Fassnuum 
upon  you  with  the  pans  of  burning  peat  ?  It  were  better  even 
for  yourself ;  wholesomely  didactic  to  your  poor  self,  I  cannot 
doubt ;  and  for  the  poor  multitudes  to  whom  you  are  now  to 
be  sacred  votes,  speaking  and  singing  your  dismal  Gtindlinyiana 
as  if  inspired  by  Heaven,  how  infinitely  better  1  —  Courage, 
courage!  I  discern,  across  these  hideous  jargons,  the  reign 
of  greater  silence  approaching  upon  repentant  men ;  reign  of 
greater  silence,  I  say ;  or  else  that  of  annihilation,  which  will 
be  the  most  silent  of  all.  .  .  . 

**  Voltaire,  if  not  a  great  man,  is  a  remarkably  peculiar  one; 
and  did  such  a  work  in  these  Ages  as  will  render  him  long 
memorable,  more  or  less.  He  kindled  the  infinite  dry  dung- 
heap  of  things ;  set  it  blazing  heaven-high ;  —  and  we  all 
thought,  in  the  French  Revolution  time,  it  would  bum  out 
rapidly  into  ashes,  and  then  there  would  a  clear  Upper  Firma- 
ment, if  over  a  blackened  Earth,  be  once  more  voudisafed  us. 
The  flame  is  now  done,  as  I  once  said ;  and  only  the  dull  dung- 
heap,  smokily  burning,  but  not  now  blazing,  remains,  —  for  it 
was  very  damp,  except  on  the  surface,  and  is  by  nature  slow  of 
combustion :  —  who  knows  but  it  may  have  to  bum  for  oen* 
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tories  yet,  poisoning  by  its  Tillanoos  mal-odors  the  Ufe^tmos* 
idMie  of  all  men  ?  Eternal  Anther  of  this  UnirersHi  whose 
throne  is  Tmthy  to  whom  all  the  Tme  are  8onS|  wilt  thou  not 
look  down  npon  ns»  then ! — Till  this  sad  process  is  eomplete^ 
Toliaixe  is  like  to  be  Tery  memoraUe.''  .  «  • 


To  Friedrieh  the  Winter  was  in  general  traiMinil ;  a  Tf1ed« 
lidi  biay  preparing  all  things  for  his  grand  Mibren  Knter« 
prise,  and  for  "^  real  work  next  year."  By  and  by  there  same 
to  be  real  Pfeaceyoepeets  instead.  Meanwhile,  the  Anetfians 
do  try  &  Bs&ty  in  the  small  Fandour  waj^  to  dislodge  Mm  from 
tike  Upper-dileflma  or  Tesehen  regions,  where  the  Erbprins  of 
Bmnaw  Lck  is  in  command ;  a  man  not  to  be  prieked  into  gratis 
by  ftndDnra.  Brbprini,  actsordingjy,  provoked  by  theif  Part- 
dtwifings^  broke  oat  at  last  -,  and  abont  Zaekmantel  instantly 
SLumgeii  lAam  home,  and  had  peace  after.  Toiled  here,  they 
next  tned upon  Glatz ;  ^Qet  into  hia  Glats  Cbnntry^  then;-^ 
m  SDfltek  of  iSiat  will  balance  the  aceonnt"  (whiiUi  was  one; 
ef  Sewspopisr  glory  only) :  and  a  (sertain  Witrmser  of  theivs^ 
expert  im  snoh  tilings,  did  bnm  the  Town  of  Habelsehwert  one 
wwimiTig';^  and  tried  &rther,  not  wisely  this  time,  a  sorprisal 
ef  GiataB  VcoFtzess  itself;  bnt  got  smitten  home  by  oar  old 
friend  G^susxal  Wiinach,  widioat  profit  there.  This  was  tiie 
same  Wiirmser  who  (!ame  txi  bad  iasnes  in  the  !fapoleon  time 
afterwaidB;  a  rising  man  tiien;  not  a  dim  Oldrlfowspaper 
^lost  as  now. 

Xbst  afiiimefal  tihis  bnming  of  HJabelsehwert  by  way  of  men 
faraTUxa,  thinks  Friedrieh,  in  a  time  of  aetnal  Treaty  fbr  Peaesi, 
whoL  onr  Congrp«s  of  Tesehen  was  jost  straggling  to  get  tiv 
geAsr !  T3t  was  the  c^ief  stroke  done  by  the  Anstrians  in  this 
War;  glorions  or  shamefaL  we  will  not  think  cf  inquiring: 
9or  in.  ftict  of  adding  one  word  more  on  dnch  a  War.  -~ezcept| 
what  enrerybody  longs  for.  That,  Nhtmnker  '27tk,  1778.  (Czarina 
CaduBxne,  by  her  Prince  Gftlitzin  at  Vienna,  inti»rvv»npd  in  the 
matter,  in  a  lofty  way;  and  ended  it  Czarina  Catharine,  — 
snail  thanks  to  her,  it  aeems,  for  it  was  Friedrieh  that  by  his 
hnd&strxsB  and  world-diplomaeies,  French  and  other,  had  ^ 
1^  "WkJHSMy.  ms'^  (BSdflabsek,  iii.  195;  Jgliagmii,  *(.). 
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Her  Tnrkfli  who  had  been  giving  tronUe  again,  oompesoed  faito 
peace  for  her ;  and  indeed,  to  Friedrich  or  his  interesta,  though 
bound  by  Treaty,  she  had  small  regard  in  taking  this  step,  bat 
wished  merely  to  appear  in  German  Politics  as  a  SherTove,^ 
Czarina  Catharine  signified,  in  high  and  peremptory  thoagh 
polite  Diplomatic  terms,  at  Vienna,  ^^  Imperial  Madam,  how 
long  is  such  a  War  to  last  ?  Be  at  Peace,  both  of  yon ;  or — ! 
I  shall,  however,  mediate,  if  you  like,  being  the  hearty  friend 
of  both.*' » 

**  Do,"  answers  Maria  Theresa,  whose  finance  is  quite  out, 
whose  motherly  heart  is  almost  broken,  though  a  young  Kaiser 
still  prances  violently,  and  kicks  against  the  pricks :  ^'  Do,  your 
noble  Czarish  Majesty ;  France  too  is  interfering :  France  and 
you  will  decide  what  is  just,  and  we*  will  end.''  ^'Congren 
of  Teschen "  met  accordingly,  March  lOthy  1779 :  Teschen,  in 
Austrian  Silesia,  where  we  have  been;  —  Bepnin  as  Bussian, 
Breteuil  the  Frenchman,  Cobentzl  and  Hertzberg  as  Austrian 
and  Prussian ;  —  and,  May  l^h  (in  two  months'  time,  not  in 
two  weeks',  as  had  been  expected,  for  there  rose  unexpected 
haggles),  did  close  everything,  firm  as  Diplomacy  oould  do  it, 
into  equitable,  or  approximately  equitable  finis :  ^^  Gro  home, 
you  Austria ;  quit  your  stolen  Bavaria  (all  but  a  rim  or  paring. 
Circle  of  Burghausen,  since  you  must  have  something !) :  Sax- 
ony, Mecklenburg,  these  must  be  satisfied  to  moderate  length; 
and  therewith  general  As-yourwereJ* 

Bussia  and  France  were  agreed  on  the  case ;  and  Friedrich, 
bitterly  longing  to  have  done  with  it,  had  said  to  himself,  ^  In 
two  weeks  or  so : "  but  it  proved  far  otherwise.  Never  were 
such  hagglings,  provocations  and  unreasonable  confusions  as 
now  rose.  The  burning  of  Habelschwert  was  but  a  type  of 
them.  Haggles  on  the  part  of  worthless  Karl  Theodor,  kindled 
by  Joseph  and  his  Kaiinitz,  kicking  against  the  pricks.  Haggles 
on  Saxony's  part:  ''I  claimed  £7,000,000  sterling,  and  you 
allow  me  £600,000."  '<  Better  that  than  nothing,"  answered 
Friedrich.  Haggles  with  Mecklenburg :  *^  Instead  of  my 
Leuchtenberg,  I  get  an  improvement  in  my  Law-Courts,  right 
of  Judging  without  Appeal ;  what  is  that  I "  Haggles  with 
^  Copy  of  Galitan's  *<  Dedantioii,''  in  Fitdm,  iL  406-411. 
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fhe  once  grateful  Duke  of  Zweibriick :  **  Cant  part  with 
my  Burghausen.'^  ''  Suppose  you  had  had  to  part  with  your 
Bavaria  altogether?^'  In  shorty  Friedrich^  who  had  gained 
nothing  for  himself,  but  such  infinity  of  outlay  in  all  kindSy 
never  saw  such  a  coil  of  human  follies  and  cupidities  before ; 
and  had  to  exhaust  his  utmost  patience,  submit  to  new  losses 
of  his  own,  and  try  all  his  dexterities  in  pig-driving:  over- 
joyed, at  last,  to  get  out  of  it  on  any  terms.  Outlay  of  Fried- 
rich  is  about  Two  Millions  sterling,  and  above  10,000  men's 
lives  (his  own  narrowly  not  included),  with  oensures,  criticisms, 
provocations  and  botherations  without  end.  In  return  for 
which,  he  has,  truly,  put  a  spoke  in  Austria's  proud  wheel  for 
this  time,  and  managed  to  see  fair  play  in  the  Beioh ;  which 
had  seemed  to  him,  and  seems,  a  considerable  thing.  By 
way  of  codicil,  Austria  agrees  not  to  chicane  him  in  regard 
to  Anspach-Baireuth, — how  generous  of  Austria,  after  this 
experience !  — 

In  reality,  the  War  was  an  Imaginary  War ;  deserving  on 
its  own  score  little  record  anywhere ;  to  readers  here  requiring 
almost  less  than  it  has  got.  Schmettau,  Schdning  and  others 
have  been  abundantly  minute  upon  it;  but  even  to  soldiers 
there  is  little  either  of  interest  or  instruction;  to  us,  all  it 
yields  is  certain  Anecdotes  of  Friedrioh's  temper  and  ways 
in  that  difBcult  predicament ;  which,  as  coming  at  first-hand, 
gathered  for  us  by  punctual  authentic  Schmettau,  who  was 
constantly  about  him,  with  eyes  open  and  note-book  ready, 
have  a  kind  of  worth  in  the  Biographic  point  of  view. 

The  Prussian  Soldiery,  of  whom  we  see  a  type  in  Schmettau, 
were  disgusted  with  this  War,  and  called  it,  in  allusion  to  the 
foraging,  A  scramble  for  potatoes,  "  Der  Kartoffel-Krieg,  The 
Potato  War ; "  which  is  its  common  designation  to  this  day. 
The  Austrians,  in  a  like  humor,  called  it  '^  Zwetschken-Bummel " 
(say  ^  Three-button  Loo  ") ;  a  game  not  worth  playing ;  espe- 
cially not  at  such  cost.  Combined  cost  counted  to  have  been  in 
sum-total  £4,350,000  and  20,000  men.*  "The  Prussian  Army 
was  full  of  ardor,  never  abler  for  fight "  (insists  Schmettau), 
whidb  indeed  seems  to  have  been  the  fkct  on  every  small 

1  Prenfls,  ir.  US. 
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im 
occasion;  —  '^bat  fatally  forbidden  to  try.''  Not  so  falally 
perhaps^  had  Schmettau  looked  beyond  his  epaulettes :  waB 
not  the  thing,  by  that  slow  method,  got  done  ?  By  tiie  swifter 
method,  awakening  a  new  Seven-Years  bosiness,  how  infinitdj 
oostlier  might  it  have  been ! 

Schmettau's  Narrative^  deducting  the  endless  lamentings, 
especially  the  extensive  didactic  digressions,  is  very  dear, 
ocular,  exact ;  and,  in  contrast  with  Friedrich's  own,  is  really 
amusing  to  read.  A  Schmettau  giving  us,  in  his  haggard  light 
and  oblique  point  of  vision,  the  naked  truth,  naked  and  all  in 
a  shiver  \  a  Friedrich  striving  to  drape  it  a  little,  and  make  it 
comfortable  to  himself.  Those  bits  of  Anecdotes  in  SchmetUmii 
clear,  credible,  as  if  we  had  seen  them,  are  so  many  creyioei 
through  which  it  is  curiously  worth  while  to  look. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

MILLEB  ABNOLD's  LAWSUIT. 

About  the  Second  Law-Reform,  after  reading  and  again 
reading  much  dreary  detail,  I  can  say  next  to  nothing,  except 
that  it  is  dated  as  beginning  in  1776,  near  thirty  years  after 
Cocceji's ;  ^  that  evidently,  by  what  causes  is  not  stated,  but 
may  be  readily  enough  conjectured  (in  the  absence  of  Cocceji 
by  death,  and  of  a  Friedrich  by  affairs  of  War),  the  abuses  of 
Law  had  again  become  more  or  less  unendurable  to  this  King; 
that  said  abuses  did  again  get  some  reform  (again  temporarj, 
such  the  Law  of  Nature,  which  bids  you  sweep  vigorously  your 
kitchen,  though  it  will  next  moment  recommence  the  gathering 
of  dirt  upon  it) ;  and  that,  in  fine,  after  some  reluctance  in  the 
Law  cirdes,  and  debating  pro  and  controj  oral  some  of  it,  and 

1  "In  1748  "  Cocceji'g  wm  completed ;  "  in  1774-1775,"  on  occasioD  of  thi 
Sileeian  Reriews,  Von  Carmer,  Chancellor  of  Sflesia,  knowing'  of  the  King^i 
impatience  at  the  state  of  Law,  presented  sncceflsiTely  Two  MemoriaU  on  thi 
subject;  the  Second  of  which  began  "4th  Jannarj,  1776"  to  haTe 
froik 


done  in  the  King's  presenoe,  who  is  bo  int«nt  to  be  convinced 
and  see  hia  piaotioal  wa;  in  it,'  —  there  was,  as  supplement  to 
the  mere  Prefect  or  Theory  of  a  Codex  PndoriManiu  in  Cocceji'a 
time,  an  actoal  PruMtan  Code  set  about ;  Von  Carmet,  the 
Silesian  Chancellor,  the  ohief  agent :  and  a  First  Folio,  or  a 
First  and  partly  a  Second  of  it,  were  brought  out  in  Friedrich's 
lifetime,  tiie  remainder  following  in  that  of  his  Suocessor; 
whioh  Code  is  ever  since  the  Law  of  the  PrusBiau  Kation  to  ' 
this  day.*  Of  its  worth  as  a  Code  I  have  heard  fovorable  opin- 
ions, oomparatavely  favorable ;  but  can  myself  say  nothing ; 
famed  Bavigny  finds  it  superior  in  intelligence  and  law-knowl- 
edge to  the  Code  NapoUan,  —  upon  which  indeed,  and  upon  all 
Codes  possible  to  poor  hag-ridden  and  wig-ridden  generations 
like  onrs,  Savigny  feels  rather  desperate.  Unfortnnate  mortals 
do  want  to  have  their  bits  of  lawsuits  settled,  neTertheleas ; 
and  have,  on  trial,  found  even  the  ignorant  Code  NapoUon  a 
migh^  benefit  in  oomparison  to  none  I  — 

Headers  all  see  bow  this  Seoond  Prussian  Law-Beform  waa 
a  thing  important  to  Prussia,  of  liveliest  interest  to  the  then 
King  of  Prussia;  and  were  my  knowledge  of  it  greater  than  it 
is,  this  is  all  I  could  hope  to  say  of  it  that  would  be  suitable 
or  profitable  at  present  Let  well-disposed  readers  take  it  up 
in  their  imaginations,  as  a  fact  and  mass  of  facts,  very  serious 
there  and  then ;  and  color  with  it  in  some  degree  those  five 
or  six  last  years  of  this  King's  life>. 

Connected  with  this  Seoond  Law-Befonn,  and  indeed  par^ 
tially  a  source  of  it,  or  provocation  to  go  on  with  it,  mending 
your  speed,  there  is  one  little  Lawsuit,  called  the  MUler  Ar- 
nold Case,  whioh  made  an  immense  noise  in  the  world,  and  is 
still  known  l^  rumor  to  many  persons,  who  would  probably 

>  A(FMadui,''4th Jaiiiiai7,lTT<,''Deba(o,b7H>leiiinBppdiitmeiit,iathB 
King's  pnteoce  (King  Tetj  nnwell),  betwoea  Ril<»ifi^fTiMifrff'"  tod  C«iDMr 
and  Gniid-CIiane«llor  von  Flint,  u  to  tb*  ImmbOHtj  of  Otmw'i  idMi;  dd 
VSnt  itooDg  in  the  nefatira ;  —  King,  sAw  wisellBM,  dMHHtatag  to  fo  n 
■mcthdeM.     (R5denbeck,liL  131. 

■  NM  flnislwd  and  pnxnnlgiic'l  tit!  "  ath  Fehrnur.  ITM;"  FJnt  V 
(eonflning  Pnmm-Ord»»»g,  Portii  r[  l>rocedim,la  aUto|| 
I,  ITftl " 
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be  thankful,  as  certainly  I  myself  should,  for  some  intelligible 
word  on  it.  In  regard  to  which,  and  to  which  alone,  in  this 
place,  we  will  permit  ourselves  a  little  more  detail 

In  the  sandy  moors  towards  the  Silesian  border  of  the  Ken- 
mark,  southwest  of  Zullichau, — where  we  once  were,  with 
Dictator  Wedell,  fighting  the  Russians  in  a  tragic  way,— 
there  is,  as  was  casually  then  indicated,  on  one  of  the  poor 
Brooks  trickling  into  Oder,  a  Mill  called  Krebsm&hle  (Crab- 
mill)  ;  Millers  of  which  are  a  line  of  dusty  Arnolds,  labori- 
ously for  long  generations  grinding  into  meal  the  ryes,  pulses, 
barleys  of  that  dim  region;  who,  and  whose  Crabmill,  in  the 
year  1779-1780,  burst  into  a  notoriety  they  little  dreamt  o^ 
and  became  famous  in  the  fashionable  circles  of  this  Uniyerse, 
where  an  indistinct  rumor  of  them  lives  to  this  day.  We  in- 
dicated Arnold  and  his  Mill  in  Wedell's  time ;  Wedell's  scene 
being  so  remote  and  empty  to  readers :  in  fact,  nobody  knows  on 
what  paltriest  of  moors  a  memorable  thing  will  not  happen ;  — 
here,  for  instance,  is  withal  the  Birthplace  of  that  Ehyming  mir- 
acle, Frau  Earsch  (Earschin,  EarcheM  as  they  call  her),  the  Ber- 
lin literary  Prodigy,  to  whom  Friedrich  was  not  so  flush  of  help 
as  had  been  expected.  The  child  of  utterly  poor  Peasants 
there;  whose  poverty,  shining  out  as  thrift,  unweariable  in- 
dustry and  stoical  valor,  is  beautiful  to  me,  still  more  their 
poor  little  girl's  bits  of  fortunes,  "  tending  three  cows  "  in  the 
solitudes  there,  and  gazing  wistfully  into  Earth  and  Heaven 
with  her  ingenuous  little  soul,  —  desiring  mainly  one  thing, 
that  she  could  get  Books,  any  Book  whatever ;  having  half- 
accidentally  picked  up  the  art  of  reading,  and  finding  here- 
abouts absolutely  nothing  to  read.  Frau  Karsch,  I  have  no 
doubt,  knows  the  Crabmill  right  well ;  and  can,  to  all  permis- 
sible lengths,  inform  the  Berlin  Circles  on  this  point.^ 

1  See  JOrdens  (§  Eancllin),  ii.  607-640.  An  excellent  Sileeian  Noblemaa 
lifted  her  miracnloiiBlj  from  the  Blonghs  of  miaerj,  landed  her  from  his  trsTel- 
ling-carriage  in  the  upper  world  of  Berlin,  "  Jannarf,  1761  *  (age  then  thiitf* 
nine,  husband  Karsch  a  wretched  dranken  Tailor  at  Glogan,  who  thereapon 
enlisted,  and  happily  got  shot  or  finished) :  Berlin's  enthosiasm  was,  and  ooih 
tinned  to  be,  considerable ;  —  Kanchin's  head,  I  fear,  proTed  waakish,  thom^ 
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Crabmill  is  in  Pommerzig  Township^  not  far  f lom  Ray  :  — 
Ziillichau,  Eay^  Palzig,  Crossen,  all  come  to  speech  again,  in 
this  Narrative ;  fancy  how  they  tamed  up  in  Berlin  dinner- 
circles,  to  Dictator  Wedell,  gray  old  gentleman,  who  is  now 
these  many  years  War-Minister,  peaceable,  and  well  accepted^ 
but  remembers  the  flamy  youth  he  had.  Landlord  of  these 
Arnolds  and  their  Mill  is  Major  Graf  von  Schmettau  (no  con- 
nection of  our  Schmettaus), — to  what  insignificantly  small 
amount  of  rent,  I  could  not  learn  on  searching;  £10  annually 
is  a  too  liberal  guess.  Innumerable  things,  of  no  pertinency 
to  us,  are  wearisomely  told,  and  ever  again  told,  while  the 
pertinent  are  often  missed  out,  in  that  dreary  cart-load  of 
Arnold  Law-Papers,  barely  readable,  barely  intelligible,  to  the 
most  patient  intellect :  with  despatch  let  us  fish  up  the  smaU 
cardinal  particles  of  it,  and  arrange  in  some  chronological  or 
human  order,  that  readers  may  form  to  themselves  an  outline 
of  the  thing.  In  1759,  we  mentioned  that  this  Mill  was 
going;  Miller  of  it  an  old  Arnold,  Miller's  Lad  a  young. 
Here  is  the  subsequent  succession  of  occurrences  that  con- 
cern us. 

In  1762,  Young  Arnold,  as  I  dimly  gather,  had  got  married, 
apparently  a  Wife  with  portion ;  bought  the  Mill  from  his 
Father,  he  and  Wife  co-possessors  thenceforth ;  —  '^Rosine  his 
Spouse^  figuring  jointly  in  all  these  Law-Papers;  and  the 
Spouse  especially  as  a  most  shifty  litigant.  There  they  con- 
tinue totally  silent  to  mankind  for  about  eight  years.  Happy 
the  Nation,  much  more  may  we  say  the  Household,  ''whose 
Public  History  is  blank."    But  in  the  eighth  year. 

In  1770,  Preyherr  Baron  von  Gersdorf  in  Kay,  who  lies  far- 
ther up  the  stream,  bethinks  him  of  Fish-husbandry ;  makes  a 
Fish-pond  to  himself,  and  for  part  supply  thereof,  lays  some 

ber  riijming  fMiilty  was  great  Friediich  saw  her  once,  October,  176S,  epoka 
kindlj  to  her  {Diaiegut  reported  bj  herself,  with  a  Chodowiecki  Engramwg  to 
bdp,  in  the  MMten-AlmaMO^  ensuing) ;  and  gare  her  a  £10,  bnk  nafvr  mmek 
more :  — "  somebody  had  done  mo  ill  with  him,*  thinks  the  TTMw^lrfii  (boI 
thinking,  "  Or  perhaps  nobodj  but  mj  poor  self,  and  my  makamm  of  kMd*L 
Shecontinned  rhyming  and  liring— certain  FriadpaUliii  Mi  Bl< 
etOl  standing  tme  *  tiU  "  ISth  Octobtr,  1791." 
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beam  or  weir  across  the  poor  Brook^  and  dedoots  a  put  of 
Arnold's  water. 

In  1773,  the  Arnolds  fall  into  arrear  of  rent:  ^'Want  of 
water;  Fish-pond  spoils  oar  water/'  plead  they  to  Kajor  Graf 
von  Sohmettau.  "  Prosecute  Von  Gersdorf,  then,"  says  Schinet- 
tan :  "  I  must  have  my  rent  I  You  shall  have  time,  lengthened 
terms ;  but  pay  then,  or  else  —  I "  For  four  years  the  Amoldi 
tried  more  or  less  to  pay,  but  never  could,  or  never  did  com- 
pletely :  during  which  period  Major  von  Schmettau  had  thBm 
up  in  his  Court  of  Pommerzig,  —  manorial  or  feudal  kind  of 
Court ;  I  think  it  is  more  or  less  his,  though  he  does  not  sit 
there ;  and  an  Advocate,  not  of  his  appointing,  though  probir 
bly  of  his  accepting,  dispenses  justice  there.  Schlecker  is 
the  Advocate's  name ;  acquitted  by  all  Official  people  of  doing 
anything  wrong.  No  appearance  that  the  Herr  Graf  von 
Schmettau  put  hand  to  the  balances  of  justice  in  this  Gomt; 
with  his  eye,  however,  who  knows  but  he  might  act  on  them 
more  or  less  I  And,  at  any  rate,  be  suspected  by  distreeaed 
Arnolds,  especially  by  a  distressed  Fran  Arnold,  of  doing  sa 
The  Frau  Arnold  had  a  strong  suspicion  that  way ;  and  seems 
to  have  risen  occasionally  upon  Schlecker,  who  did  once  order 
the  poor  woman  to  be  locked  up  for  contempt  of  Court: 
"Only  two  hours!"  asseverates  Schlecker  afterwards;  after 
which  she  came  out  cool  and  respectful  to  Court. 

Not  the  least  account  survives  of  those  procedures  in  Schleek- 
er's  Court;  but  by  accident,  after  many  readings,  you  ligkt 
upon  a  little  fact  which  does  shed  a  transient  ray  over  them. 
Namely,  that  already  in  1775,  four  years  before  the  Case 
became  audible  in  Official  circles,  much  more  in  general  so* 
ciety,  Frau  Arnold  had  seized  an  opportunity.  Majesty  being 
at  Crossen  in  those  neighborhoods,  and  presented  a  Petition: 
"  Oh,  just  King,  appoint  a  Military  Commission  to  investigate 
our  business ;  impartial  Officers  will  speedily  find  out  the 
facts,  and  decide  what  is  just ! "  ^  Which  denotes  an  iiritit- 
ing  experience  in  Schlecker's  Court.  Certain  it  is,  Schledcei's 
Court  did,  in  this  tedious  harassing  way,  decide  against  Piftt 
Arnold  in  every  point.     "  Pay  Herr  Graf  von  Schmettsi^  01 

^  PreuM,  ill.  SSS. 
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else  diBapp«ai;  prosecute  Von  G«ndorf,  if  you  like  I"  And, 
in  fine,  as  the  ArnoIdH  could  not  pay  up,  nor  see  any  daylight 
through  prosecuting  Baron  von  Gersdorf,  the  big  gentleman  in 
Kay,  —  Sohlecker,  after  some  fire  years  of  this,  decreed  Sale 
of  the  Mill ;  —  and  sold  it  vas.  In  Zilllichau,  September  7th, 
1778,  there  is  Auction  of  the  Mill ;  Herr  Landeinnehmer  (Ceia- 
CoUector)  Kuppisch  bought  it ;  knocked  down  to  him  for  the 
moderate  sum  of  600  tbalers,  or  £90  sterling,  and  the  Arnolds 
are  an  ousted  family.  "September  7th,"  —  Potato- War  just 
dosing  its  sad  Campaign ;  to-morrow,  march  for  Trautenau, 
thirty  horses  to  a  gun.  — 

The  Arnolds  did  make  Tariona  attempts  and  appeals  to  the 
Kenmark  Segierung  (College  of  Judges) ;  but  it  was  without 
the  least  result.  "  Schleoker  right  in  every  point ;  Gersdorf 
right,"  answered  the  College:  "go,  will  yon!"  A  Kill  for- 
feited by  every  Law,  and  fallen  to  the  highest  bidder.  Cess* 
Collector  Kuppisch,  it  was  soon  known,  had  sold  his  porchase 
to  Von  Gersdorf :  "  Hah ! "  said  the  rmal  public,  smelling 
something  bad.  Certain  it  is,  Von  Gersdorf  is  become  pro- 
prietor both  of  Pond  and  Mill ;  and  it  is  not  to  the  ruined 
Arnolds  that  Schlecker  law  can  seem  an  admirable  sample. 

And  truly,  reading  over  those  barrow-loads  of  pleadings  and 
r^tionet,  one  has  to  admit  that,  taken  as  a  reason  for  seeing 
oneself  ruined,  and  one's  Mill  become  the  big  gentleman's 
who  fancies  carp,  they  do  seem  considerably  insufficient  The 
law-Pleadings  are  duly  voluminons.  Barrow-loads  of  them, 
dreariest  reading  in  Creation,  remain ;  going  into  all  manner 
of  questions,  proving,  from  Grotius  and  others,  that  landlords 
have  rights  upon  private  rivers,  and  another  sort  upon  pablio 
ditto;  that  Von  Gersdorf,  by  Law  of  1566,  had  Tsrily  tb« 
right  to  put  down  his  Fish-pond,  —  whether  Sohmettan  the 
dn^  to  indemnify  Arnold  for  the  same  7  thitt  ii  not  toaehed 
upon :  nor,  singular  to  say,  is  it  aBywhan  Bnda  esl^  cr  ife- 
tempted  to  be  made  out.  How  much  uf  wat^n*  Arnold  loct  by  ' 
Uw  Pond,  much  less  what  degree  of  real  impediment,  by  lou 
of  hisowntime,  by  losaof  his  cuBtomfTS  fti>^''  ^  "^  -*~itjng 
SB  a  mill),  Arnold  suffered  bf  the  ^i 
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mi 
would  haye  thought  the  soul  of  the  matter,  is  absolutely  kft 
out ;  altogether  unsettled,  —  after,  I  think,  four,  or  at  kut 
three,  express  Ck)mmissions  had  sat  on  it,  at  suocessiye  times, 
with  the  most  esteemed  hydraulic  sages  opining  and  examining; 
—  and  remains,  like  the  part  of  Hamlet,  omitted  by  partumlar 
desire.  No  wonder  Frau  Arnold  begged  for  a  MUitaiy  Com- 
mission ;  that  is  to  say,  a  decision  from  rational  human  creft- 
tures,  instead  of  juridical  wigs  proceeding  at  this  rate. 

It  was  some  time  in  1775  that  Kosine  (what  we  reckoned  i 
very  elucidative  point  I)  had  given  in  her  Petition  to  the  King 
at  Crossen,  showing  how  ill  Schlecker  was  using  theuL  She 
now,  "  about  Mayday,  1779,*'  in  a  new  Petition,  referred  to 
that,  and  again  beg^^  a  Commission  of  Soldier-people  to  set- 
tle it.  May  4th,  1779,  —  King  not  yet  home,  but  coming,^  ^ 
King's  Cabinet,  on  Order,  <<  aeruU  this  to  Justice-Department ;" 
nothing  said  on  it^  the  existence  of  the  Petition  sufBdentlj 
saying.  Justice-Department  thereupon  demands  the  Law- 
Becords,  documentary  Narrative  of  res  Arnold,  from  Cfistrin; 
finds  all  right:  ''Peace,  ye  Arnolds;  what  would  you  have?"' 

Same  year,  1779  (no  express  date),  Grand-Chancellor  Ton 
Plirst,  being  at  CUstrin,  officially  examining  the  condition  of 
Law-matters,  Frau  Arnold  failed  not  to  try  there  also  with  a 
Petition :  ''  See,  great  Law-gentleman  come  to  reform  abuses, 
can  that  possibly  be  Law ;  or  if  so,  is  it  not  Injustice  as  well  ?" 
"Tush!"  answered  FUrst;  —  for  I  believe  Law-people,  ever 
since  this  new  stringency  of  Boyal  vigilance  upon  them,  are 
plagued  with  such  complaints  from  Dorf  ships  and  dark  greedy 
Peasant  people ;  "  Tush ! "  and  flung  it  promptly  into  his 
waste-basket. 

Is  there  no  hope  at  all,  then  ?  Arnold  remembers  that  a 
Brother  of  his  is  a  Prussian  soldier ;  and  that  he  has  for  Colonel, 
Prince  Leopold  of  Brunswick,  a  Prince  always  kind  to  the  poor. 
The  Leopold  Regiment  lies  at  Frankfurt :  try  Prince  Leopold  by 
that  channel.  Prince  Leopold  listened  ;  —  the  Soldier  Arnold 
probably  known  to  him  as  rational  and  respectable.  Prince 
Leopold  now  likewise  applies  to  Ftirst :  "  A  defect,  not  of  Law, 
Herr  Kanzler,  but  of  Equity,  there  does  seem.  Schmettaa 
1  "  AzriTed  at  BerUn  Maj  27th  "  (Bodenbeck,  iii.  201).        *  Pmm,  iiL  381 
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had  a  right  to  his  rent ;  Von  (Jersdorf,  by  Deed  of  1566,  to 
his  Pond :  but  the  Arnolds  had  not  water,  and  have  lost  their 
MilL  Could  not  there/'  suggests  Leopold,  ''be  appointed, 
without  noise  of  any  kind,  a  Commission  of  neutral  people, 
strangers  to  the  Neumark,  to  search  this  matter  to  the  actual 
root  of  it,  and  let  Equity  ensue?"  To  whom  also  Fttrst 
answers,  though  in  a  politer  shape,  ''Tush,  Durchlaucht! 
Every  man  to  his  trade!" 

So  that  Prince  Leopold  himself  the  King's  own  Nephew, 
proves  futile  ?  Some  think  Leopold  did,  this  very  Autumn, 
casually,  or  as  if  casually,  mention  the  matter  to  the  King,  — 
whose  mind  is  uneasily  awake  to  all  such  cases,  knowing  what 
a  buckram  set  his  Lawyers  are.  "  At  the  Beviews,"  as  these 
people  say,  Leopold  could  not  have  done  it ;  there  being,  this 
Year,  no  Reviews,  merely  return  of  King  and  Army  from  the 
Bavarian  War.  But  during  August,  and  on  into  September 
this  Year,  it  is  very  evident,  there  was  a  Visit  of  the  Bruns- 
wick Family  at  Potsdam,^  Leopold's  Mamma  and  certain  of 
his  Brothers,  —  of  which,  Colonel  Prince  Leopold,  though  not 
expressly  mentioned  in  the  Books,  may  very  possibly  have 
been  permitted,  for  a  day  or  two,  to  form  part,  for  Mamma's 
behoof  and  his  own ;  and  may  have  made  his  casual  observa- 
tion, at  some  well-chosen  moment,  with  the  effect  intended.  In 
which  case,  Leopold  was  by  no  means  futile,  but  proved,  after 
all,  to  be  the  saving  clause  for  the  Arnolds. 

Gallant  young  fellow,  one  loves  to  believe  it  of  him ;  and  to 
add  it  to  the  one  other  fact  now  known  of  him,  which  was  also 
beautiful,  though  tragic.  Six  years  after.  Spring,  1785,  Oder 
Biver,  swollen  by  rains,  was  in  wild  deluge ;  houses  in  the 
suburbs  like  to  be  washed  away.  Leopold,  looking  on  it  from 
the  Bridge  or  shore,  perhaps  partly  with  an  Official  eye,  saw 
the  inhabitants  of  some  houses  like  to  be  drowned;  looked 
wildly  for  assistance,  but  found  none;  and  did,  bimiii^lf^  in 
anoontroUable  pity,  dash  off  in  a  little  boat,  through  ilia  irikU 
eddying  surges ;  and  got  his  own  death  there,  ^^"^ffflf  dtuwiiid 
in  struggling  to  save  others.  Which  ocoaaioned  load  ^ 
don  in  the  world;  in  his  poor  Mother's  heart  l 

iiLSMetii^ 
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voiceless  lamentation !  ^  He  had  founded  a  Garrison  Sehool 
at  Frankfurt;  spared  no  expenditure  of  pains  or  of  monqr. 
A  man  adored  in  Frankfurt.  ''His  Brother  Friedrich,  in 
memory  of  him^  presented,  next  year,  the  Uniform  in  which 
Leopold  was  drowned,  to  the  Freemason  Lodge  of  Berlin,  of 
whioh  he  had  been  member."  *    Sunt  laerynuB  reruns 

But  to  return  to  the  Arnolds,  and  hare  done  with  them:  for 
we  are  now,  by  Leopold's  help  or  otherwise,  got  to  the  last  act 
of  that  tedious  business. 

August  2l8t,  1779  (these  high  Brunswickers  still  at  PotB- 
dam,  if  that  had  any  influence),  the  Arnolds  again  make 
Petition  to  the  King:  "Alas,  no  justice  yet,  your  Majesty  1" 
''  Shall  we  never  see  the  end  of  this,  then  ?  "  thinks  the  King: 
"  some  Soldier,  with  human  eyes,  let  him,  attended  by  one  of 
their  Law-wigs,  go  upon  the  ground ;  and  search  it ! "  And, 
next  day,  having  taken  Protocol  of  the  Arnold  Gomplamt^ 
issues  Cabinet-Order,  or  King's  Message  to  the  Cttstrin  Law- 
wigs:  "Colonel  Heucking  [whose  regiment  lies  in  Ziilliohaa 
district^  a  punctual  enough  man],  he  shall  be  the  Soldier;  to 
whom  do  you  adjoin  what  member  of  your  Court  you  think 
the  fittest :  and  let,  at  last,  justice  be  done.  And  swift,  if  jom 
please ! " 

The  Cttstrin  Regierung,  without  delay,  name  Begierung^' 
Rath  Neumann ;  who  is  swiftly  ready,  as  is  Colonel  Heucking 
swiftly,  —  and  they  two  set  out  together  up  the  Pommerzig 
Brook,  over  that  moor  Country;  investigating,  pondering, 
hearing  witnesses,  and  no  doubt  consulting,  and  diligently 
endeavoring  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  this  poor  Arnold  question. 
For  how  many  September  days,  I  know  not :  everybody  knows, 
however,  that  they  could  not  agree ;  in  other  words,  that  they 
saw  two  bottoms  to  it,  —  the  Law  gentleman  one  bottom,  the 
Soldier  another.  *  True  bottom  is  already  there,"  argued  the 
Law  gentleman :  "  confirm  Decision  of  Court  in  every  point ** 
"No;  Arnold  has  lost  water,  has   suffered  wrong,"  thinks 

1  Friedrich's  Letter  to  her :  (Euvre*  de  Fridhie,  zzviL  I  SSI  ("  I2th  Maj, 
1785  "). 

*  MUitair-Lexikon,  i.  24> 
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Heackiug;  "that  is  the  true  bottom."  And  60  they  parti  9*"^ 
wiik  his  own  opinioiL  Neumann  a&med  afterwards,  that  the 
Colonel  came  with  a  predetermination  that  way,  and  even  that 
he  B^d,  once  or  oftener,  in  hia  eagerness  to  persuade:  "His 
Majesty  has  got  it  into  his  thought ;  there  will  be  nothing  but 
trouble  if  you  persist  in  that  notion."  To  which  virtaous 
Neumann  was  deaf.  Neumann  also  says,  The  Colonel,  ao- 
qnainted  with  Austrian  enemies,  but  not  with  Law,  had 
brought  with  him  his  Begiment's-Auditor,  one  Bech,  formerly 
a  Law-praotitioner  in  Crossen  (readers  know  Groesen,  and  Ex- 
Diotator  Wedell  does),  —  Law-praotitioner  in  Crossen;  who 
had  been  in  strife  with  the  Custrin  Eeyionmg,  under  rebuke 
from  them  (too  importunate  for  some  of  his  pauper  clieats, 
belike) ;  was  a  cunning  fellow  too,  and  had  the  said  Begierung 
in  ill-wilL  An  adroit  fellow  Bech  might  be,  or  must  hare 
been;  but  his  now  office  of  Kegimeut's-Auditor  is  certificate 
of  honesty,  —  good,  at  least,  against  Neumann. 

Ifeumann's  Court  was  silent  about  these  Neumann  lui^ 
mises;  but  said  afterwards,  "Heuoking  had  not  gone  to  the 
bottom  of  the  thing."  This  was  in  a  subsequent  report,  some 
fire  or  six  weeks  subsequent.  Theii  present  report  they 
redacted  to  the  effect,  "All  correct  as  it  stood,"  wi^out  onoe 
mentioning  Heuoking.  Gave  it  in,  27th  September ;  by  which 
time  Hencking's  also  was  in,  and  bad  made  a  strong  impression 
on  his  Majesty.  Presumably  an  honest,  intelligible  report; 
though,  by  ill-luck  for  the  curious,  it  is  now  lost;  among  the 
buTow-loads  of  vague  wigged  stuff,  this  one  Piece,  probably 
human,  is  not  to  be  discovered. 

Friediich's  indignation  at  the  Cttstrin  report^  "Perfectly 
correct  as  it  stood,"  and  no  mention  of  Henoking  or  hia  dis- 
aent,  was  considerable:  already,  27th  September, — that  is, 
on  the  very  day  while  those  Cttsbin  people  were  iigniog  their 
provoking  report,  —  Friedrich,  oonfident  in  Hiwokinft  hid 
transmitted  to  his  Supreioe  Board  oi  -Tuatict-  (Kammery^richt)  i 
the  impartial  Heucking's  ai'couut  of  the  affair,  with  order, 
*'See  Uiere,  an  impartial  htimun  account,  clear  and  ( 
•tantial  ((JnctfieAea  und  ijnnz  umstiindlick**),  ff.*iw^dain>  to 
the  true  roots  of  the  business :  swift,  gut  I       '      "   "  "  '^" 
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Arnolds!"^  Scarcely  was  this  gone,  when,  September SMi, 
the  Giistrin  impertinence,  '' Perfectly  right  as  it  stood,''  came 
to  hand;  kindling  the  King  into  hot  provocation;  ^'extreme 
displeasure,  ausserstes  Misfallenj'^  as  his  Answer  bore:  ^Beo- 
tify  me  all  that  straightway,  and  relieve  these  Arnolds  of 
their  injuries ! "  You  Pettifogging  Pedant  Elnaves,  bring  thst 
Arnold  matter  to  order,  will  you ;  you  had  better !  — 

The  CUstrin  Knaves,  with  what  feelings  I  know  not,  proceed 
accordingly ;  appoint  a  new  Commission,  one  or  more  Lawyers 
in  it,  and  at  least  one  Hydraulic  Gentleman  in  it^  Schade  the 
name  of  him ;  who  are  to  go  upon  the  ground,  hear  witnesses 
and  the  like.  Who  went  accordingly ;  and  managed,  not  too 
fast.  Hydraulic  Schade  rather  disagreeing  from  the  Legal 
(Gentlemen,  to  produce  a  Keport,  reported  upon  by  the  COstrin 
Court,  28th  October :  "  That  there  is  one  error  found :  £6  12s. 
as  value  of  com  lefi,  clearly  Arnold's  that,  when  his  Mill  was 
sold ;  that,  with  this  improvement,  all  is  now  correct  to  the 
uttermost ;  and  that  Heucking  had  not  investigated  things  to 
the  bottom."  By  some  accident,  this  Keport  did  not  come  at 
once  to  Friedrich,  or  had  escaped  his  attention ;  so  that  — 

November  21st,  matters  hanging  fire  in  this  way,  Fraa 
Arnold  applies  again,  by  Petition  to  his  Majesty ;  upon  which 
is  new  Eoyal  Order,'  far  more  patient  than  might  have  been 
expected:  "In  (jod's  name, rectify  me  that  Arnold  matter, and 
let  us  at  last  see  the  end  of  it ! "  To  which  the  Clistrineis 
answer :  "All  is  rectified,  your  Majesty.  Frau  Arnold,  in  her 
Petition,  has  not  mentioned  that  she  gained  £6  12«. ;" — im- 
portant item  that ;  £6  125.  for  com  left  (clearly  Arnold's  that^ 
when  his  Mill  was  sold) !  "  Our  sentence  we  cannot  alter ;  a 
Court's  sentence  is  alterable  only  by  appeal;  your  Majesty 
decides  where  the  appeal  is  to  lie ! "  Friedrich's  patience  is 
now  wearing  out;  but  he  does  not  yet  give  way:  "Berlin 
Kammergericht  be  your  Appeal  Court,"  decides  he,  28th  No- 
vember :  and  will  admit  of  no  delay  on  the  E^ammergerichf  s 
part  either.  "  Papers  all  at  Gastrin,  say  you  ?  Send  for  them 
by  express ;  they  will  come  in  one  day :  be  swift^  I  say ! " 

Chancellor  Furst  is  not  a  willing  horse  in  this  case ;  but  hA 
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is  obliged  to  go.  December  7th,  Eanunergericht  sits  on  tite 
Arnold  Appeal;  Kammergerioht's  view  is:  "Cilstrin  papers 
all  here,  not  the  least  delay  permitted ;  you,  Judge  Rannsleben, 
take  these  Papers  to  you ;  down  upon  them :  let  us,  if  humanly 
possible,  have  a  Keport  by  to-morrow."  Bannsleben  takes  the 
Papers  in  hand  December  7th ;  works  upon  them  all  day,  and 
all  night  following,  at  a  rate  of  enei^  memorable  among 
Legal  gentlemen ;  and  December  8th  attends  with  lucid  Bo- 
port  upon  them,  or  couple  of  Reports ;  one  on  Arnold  vonm 
Schmettan,  in  six  folios ;  one  on  Arnold  veratu  Oersdorf,  in 
two  ditto ;  draws  these  two  Documents  from  his  pocket  De- 
cember 8th ;  reads  them  in  assembled  Court  (six  of  the  Judges 
present*), — which,  with  marked  thankfulness  to  the  swift 
Bannsleben,  at  once  adopts  his  Beport,  and  pronounces  upon 
the  CUstrin  Baths,  "Right  in  every  particular."  Witness  our 
bands :  every  one  affixing  his  signature,  as  to  a  matter  happily 
got  done  with. 

It  was  Friday,  10th  December,  1779,  before  Friedrich  got 
this  fine  bit  of  news  ;  Saturday  11th,  before  he  autbenticidly 
Bsw  their  Sentence.  He  is  lying  miserably  iU  of  gout  in  the 
Schloes  of  Berlin ;  and  I  suppose,  since  his  Father,  of  blessed 
memory,  took  cudgel  to  certain  Judges  and  knocked  out  teeth 
from  them,  and  broke  the  judicial  crowns,  nobody  in  that 
Schloss  has  been  in  such  humor  against  men  of  Law.  "  At- 
tend me  here  at  2  p.m.  with  the  Three  Baths  who  signed  in 
Arnold's  Case : "  Saturday,  about  11  A.11.,  Chancellor  Ftirst  re- 
oeives  this  command ;  gets  Bannsleben,  and  two  others,  Fiiedel, 
Orann,  —  and  there  occurred  such  a  scene  —  But  it  will  be 
better  to  let  Bannsleben  himself  toll  the  story ;  who  has  left 
an  AtUobioffraphy,  punctually  correct,  to  all  appearance,  but 
except  this  alone  notable  passage  of  it^  still  unpublished^  and 
like  to  continue  so :  — 

"Berlin,  Tuesday,  7th  DettmbeT,  1779,"  says  Bannslebetf' 
(let  liim  tell  it  again  in  his  own  words),  "  the  Anta,  which 
arrived  from  Cilstrin  in  n  Miller  Arnold  and  im  Wife  Mown 
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Landraih  von  Grersdor^  as  also  those,  in  the  same  matkeri 
ventu  Ck)unt  von  Schmettau,  were  assigned  to  me,  to  be  le- 
ported  on  quamprimum; — our  President  von  Bebeur,''  Presi- 
dent of  the  Supreme  Kamn^ergerieht  (King's-Chamber  Tribimaly 
saj  Exchequer  High  Court,  or  Collegium),  whereof  I  hare  the 
honor  to  be  one  of  the  Seven  Judges,  or  Baths,  —  **  our  Presi- 
dent von  Eebeur  enjoining  me  to  make  such  utmost  despatch 
that  my  Eeport  on  both  these  sets  of  Papers  might  be  read  to 
the  assembled  Court  next  day ;  whereby  said  Court  might  then 
and  there  be  enabled  to  pronounce  judgment  on  the  same.  I 
at  once  set  to  work;  went  on  with  it  all  night;  and  on  the 
morrow  I  brought  both  my  Reports  (Belaiianes),*^  —  one  i^ 
f  erring  to  the  Gersdorf,  the  other  to  the  Schmettau  part  of  the 
suit,  -^  <'  one  of  six  sheets,  the  other  of  two  sheets,  to  the  Eam- 
mergericht ;  where  both  IMationes  were  read.  There  were 
present,  besides  me,  the  following  six  members  of  the  CdU- 
gium :  President  von  Rebeur,  Baths  Uhl,  Friedel,  Kircheisen, 
Graun,  Gassier. 

''  Appellant,"  as  we  all  know,  '^  was  Miller  Arnold ;  and 
along  with  the  Acta  were  various  severe  Cabinet-Orders,  in 
which  the  King,  who  had  taken  quite  particular  notice  of  the 
Case,  positively  enjoined,  That  Miller  Arnold  should  have  jus- 
tice done  him.  The  Ring  had  not,  however,  given  formally 
any  authoritative  Decision  of  his  own  (Jceinen  eigenUichen 
Macht&prtich  gethan)/'  which  might  have  given  us  pause, 
though  not  full-stop  by  any  means :  "  but,  in  his  Order  to  the 
Kammergericht,  had  merely  said,  we  were  to  decide  with  the 
utmost  despatch,  and  then  at  once  inform  his  Majesty  how.'' 
With  the  speed  of  light  or  of  thought,  Eannsleben  hardly 
done  reading,  this  Kammergericht  decided,  —  it  is  well  known 
how:  "In  the  King's  name;  right  in  every  particular,  you 
CUstrin  Gentlemen ;  —  which  be  so  good  as  publish  to  parties 
concerned ! " 

Report  of  Kammergericht's  Judgment  to  this  effect,  for  be- 
hoof of  Cttstrin,  was  at  once  got  under  way ;  and  Kammer- 
gericht, in  regard  to  his  Majesty,  agreed  merely  to  announce 
the  fact  in  that  quarter :  "  Judgment  arrived  at,  please  your 
Majesty;  —  Judgment  already  under  way  for  Cttstrin:''— 
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yoii|  Eannsleben^  without  saying  what  the  Judgment  Im,  yoo 
again  write  for  us.  And  Bannsleben does  so|  writes  the  aboye 
little  Message  to  his  Majesty,  '^  which  got  to  the  King's  hand, 
Friday,  December  10th.  And  the  same  day/'  continues  Ranns- 
leben,  "  the  King  despatched  a  very  severe  Cabinet-Order  to 
Minister  von  Ddmberg/'  —  head  of  the  Department  to  which 
the  Eammergericht  belongs,  —  '*  demanding  a  Copy  of  the 
Judgment.    Which  order  was  at  once  obeyed 

^<  Hereupon,  on  Saturday,  about  11  A.U.,  there  came  to 
Grand^lhancellor  von  Fttrst,"  sublime  head  of  us  and  of  all 
Lawyers,  <'  a  CabinetOrder, '  Appear  before  me  here,  this  day, 
at  2  o'clock ;  and  bring  with  you  your  Three  Eammergericht 
Saths  who  drew  up  (minutirt)  the  Judgment  in  the  Arnold 
Caae.' ""    Message  bodeful  to  Fttrtt  and  the  three  Baths. 

^Nota^^  says  Bannsleben  here,  ^tbe  King  is  under  the  im^ 
pression  that»  in  judging  a  Case,  Three  Baths  are  always  em- 
ployed, and  therefore  demands  Three  of  us.  Bot^  pi^operly,  all 
the  abore-named  Six  Membra  CdUUgUi  besides  myseli^  ought 
to  have  gone  to  the  Palace,  or  else  I  alone.^  On  some  points 
an  ill4nfbrmed  King.    Bannsleben  continues :  — 

^  President  ron  Bebeur  came  to  me  in  his  carriage,  at  a 
quarter  to  12 ;  told  me  of  the  King's  Order  \  and  aaid,  as  the 
King  demanded  only  Three  Baths,  there  was  nothing  for  it  but 
to  name  me  and  Baths  Friedel  and  Kiiehefsen,  my  usual 
partners  in  Judgment  business.  Finding,  bowerer,  oo  looking 
into  the  Sentence  itseli^  that  Kirebeisen  was  not  amongst  the 
signers  of  it,  he  [Bebeur]  named,  instead  of  him,  Bath  Graun^ 
who  was.  For  the  Herr  President  apprehended  the  King 
might  demand  to  see  our  Sentence  «a  Orif^maU,  and  would  then 
be  angry  that  a  person  had  been  sent  to  him  who  had  not 
signed  the  same.  President  tou  Bebeur  instructed  me  farther. 
That  I,  as  Beporter  in  the  Case,  was  to  be  spobesmau  at  the 
Palace ;  and  should  explain  to  his  Majesty  the  reasons  which 
had  weighed  with  the  Kammergericht  in  coming  to  such 
decision. 

"  To  my  dear  Wife  1,"  as  beseemed  a  good  husband,  ^'  said 
nothing  of  all  this;  confiding  it  only  to  iny  Fatli^r-in-law, 
who  tried  to  cheer  me.    JJloc,  indeed,  didi  feel  any  fear  within 
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me,  being  persuaded  in  my  conscience  that^  in  this  decision  of 
the  Arnold  Case,  I  had  proceeded  according  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  conviction. 

<'  At  1  o'clock  I  drove  to  the  Grand-Chancellor's^  where  I 
found  the  Baths  Eriedel  and  Graun  already  arrived.  The 
Chancellor/'  old  Fiirst,  '^  instructed  us  as  to  what  we  had  to  do 
when  we  came  before  the  King.  And  then,  towards  2  o'clock, 
he  took  us  in  his  carriage  to  the  Palace.  We  entered  the  room 
immediately  at  the  end  of  the  Great  HalL  Here  we  found  a 
heyduc  [tall  porter],  by  whom  the  Chancellor  announced  to 
the  King  that  we  were  here.  Heyduc  soon  came  back  to  in- 
quire. Whether  the  Cabinets-Bath  Stellter/'  a  Secretary  or 
Short-hand  writer  of  his  Majesty's,  ''had  arrived  yet;  and 
whether  we  [we,  what  a  doubt !  ]  were  Privy  Councillors.  We 
were  then  shortly  after  shown  in  to  the  King.  We  passed 
through  three  rooms,  the  second  of  which  was  that  in  which 
stands  the  Confidenz  Tafd  [Table  that  goes  by  pulleys  through 
the  floor,  and  comes  up  refurnished,  when  you  wish  to  be 
specially  private  with  your  friends].  In  the  fourth,  a  small 
room  with  one  window,  was  the  King.  The  Chancellor  walked 
first ;  I  followed  him  close ;  behind  me  came  the  Bath  Friedel, 
and  then  Graun.  Some  way  within,  opposite  the  door,  stood 
a  screen ;  with  our  backs  to  this,"  the  Kingward  side  of  this, 
"we  ranged  ourselves," — in  respectful  row  of  Four,  Fiirst  at 
the  inward  end  of  us  (right  or  left  is  no  matter).  "  The  King 
sat  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  so  that  he  could  look  point- 
blank  at  us ;  he  sat  with  his  back  to  the  chimney,  in  which 
there  was  a  fire  burning.  He  had  on  a  worn  hat,  of  the  cleri- 
cal shape  [old-military  in  fact,  not  a  shovel  at  all]  ;  cassaquin," 
short  dressing-gown,  "of  red-brown  (mordarf)  velvet;  black 
breeches,  and  boots  which  came  quite  up  over  the  knee.  His 
hair  was  not  dressed.  Three  little  benchlets  or  stools,  covered 
with  green  cloth,  stood  before  him,  on  which  he  had  his  feet 
lying  [terribly  ill  of  gout].  In  his  lap  he  had  a  sort  of  mufi^ 
with  one  of  his  hands  in  it,  which  seemed  to  be  giving  him 
great  pain.  In  the  other  hand  he  held  our  Sentence  on  the 
Arnold  Case.  He  lay  reclining  (lag)  in  an  easy-chair  ;  at  his 
left  stood  a  table,  with  various  papers  on  it, — and  two  gold 
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snuffboxes,  richly  set  with  brilliants^  from  which  he  kept 
taking  snuff  now  and  then. 

'^  Besides  us,  there  was  present  in  the  room  the  Cabinets- 
Bath  Stellter  [of  the  short-hand],  who  stood  at  a  desk,  and 
was  getting  ready  for  writing.  The  King  looked  at  us,  say- 
ing, '  Gome  nearer ! '  Whereupon  we  advanced  another  step, 
and  were  now  within  less  than  two  steps  of  him.  He  ad- 
dressed himself  to  us  three  Baths,  taking  no  notice  at  all  of 
the  Grand-Chancellor :  — 

King.  "  *l3  it  you  who  drew  up  the  judgment  in  tha 
Arnold  case  ? ' 

We  (especially  I,  with  a  bow).    " '  Yea.' 

''  The  King  then  turned  to  the  Bath  Friedel  [to  Friedel,  as 
the  central  figure  of  the  Three,  perhaps  as  the  portliest^  though 
poor  Friedel,  except  signing,  had  little  cognizance  of  the  thing, 
in  which  not  he  but  Bannsleben  was  to  have  been  spokesman], 
and  addressed  to  Friedel  those  questions,  of  which,  with  their 
answers,  there  is  Protocol  published,  under  Boyal  authority, 
in  the  Berlin  newspapers  of  December  14th,  1779 ; ''  ^  Short- 
hand Stellter  taking  down  what  was  said,  —  quite  accurately, 
testifies  Bannsleben.  From  Stellter  (that  is  to  say  from  thd 
''Frotoeol''  just  mentioned),  or  from  Stellter  and  Bannsleben 
together,  we  continue  the  Dialogue :  — 

Kmg  to  Friedel  [in  the  tone  of  a  Bhadamanthus  suffering 
from  gout].  ^  'To  gire  sentence  against  a  Peasant  from  whom 
you  haTe  taken  wagon,  plou^  and  ererything  that  enables 
him  to  get  his  Irring,  and  to  pay  his  rent  and  taxes :  is  that 
A  thing  that  can  be  done  ?' 

Friedei  (and  the  two  Mutes,  bowing).   "" '  ^o.' 

Km^  ^  ^May  a  Miller  who  has  no  water,  and  consequently 
cannot  grind,  and,  therefore,  not  earn  anything,  have  his  mill 
taken  from  him,  on  account  of  his  not  having  paid  his  rent: 
is  that  just?' 

JVmM  (and  Mutes  as  aibresaia>  ""'ITa' 
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King.  ^^'But  here  now  Sb  a  Nobleman,  wishing  to  make  a 
Fish-pond :  to  get  more  water  for  his  Pond,  he  has  a  diteh 
dug,  to  draw  into  it  the  water  from  a  small  stream  which 
drives  a  water-milL  Thereby  the  Miller  loses  his  water,  and 
cannot  grind;  or,  at  most,  can  only  grind  in  the  spring  for 
the  space  of  a  fortnight,  and  late  in  the  automn,  perhaps 
another  fortnight.  Yet,  in  spite  of  all  this,  it  is  pretended 
that  the  Miller  shall  pay  his  rent  quite  the  same  as  at  the 
time  when  he  had  full  water  for  his  milL  Of  course,  he 
cannot  pay  his  rent;  his  incomings  are  gonet  And  what 
does  the  CUstrin  Court  of  Justice  do  ?  It  orders  the  mill  to 
be  sold,  that  the  Nobleman  may  have  his  rent.  And  the  Ber- 
lin Tribunal ''' — Chancellor  Ftirst,  standing  painfully  mute, 
unspoken  to,  unnoticed  liitherto,  more  like  a  Ivoomstick  than 
a  Chancellor,  yentures  to  strike  in  with  a  syllable  of  emenda- 
tion, a  small  correction,  of  these  words  '^ Berlin  Tribunal"  — 

Fiirst  (suggestively).  "  *  ELammergericht  [mildly  suggestive, 
and  perhaps  with  something  in  his  tone  which  means,  <'I  am 
not  a  broomstick  t "]  :   Rammergericht ! ' 

King  (to  short-hand  Stellter).  ''  *  Kammergerichts-Tribunal : 
—  [then  to  FUrst]  Gro  you,  Sir,  about  your  business,  on  the 
instant !  Your  Successor  is  appointed ;  with  you  I  have  noth- 
ing more  to  do.  Disappear  I ' "  —  "  Ordered,"  says  Of&cial 
Bannsleben,  "ordered  the  Grand-Chancellor,  in  very  severe 
terms,  To  be  gone  !  telling  him  that  his  Successor  was  already 
appointed.  Which  order  Herr  von  Ftirst,  without  saying  a 
word,  hastily  obeyed,  passing  in  front  of  us  three,  with  the 
utmost  speed."  In  front,  —  screen,  I  suppose,  not  having 
room  behind  it,  —  and  altogether  vanishes  from  Friedrich's 
History ;  all  but  some  ghost  of  him  (so  we  may  term  it),  which 
reappears  for  an  instant  once,  as  will  be  noticed. 

King  (continues  to  Friedel,  not  in  a  lower  tone  probably) :  — 
"  *  the  Kammergerichts-Tribunal  confirms  the  same.  That  is 
highly  unjust;  and  such  Sentence  is  altogether  contrary  to 
his  Majesty^s  landsfatherly  intentions  :  —  my  name  [you  give 
it,  "In  the  King's  Name,"  forsooth]  cruelly  abused!'" 

So  far  is  set  forth  in  the  "Royal  Protocol  printed  next 
Tuesday,"  as  well  as  in  Bannsleben.    But  from  this  point,  the 
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Dialogue  —  if  it  can  be  called  Dialogue,  being  merely  a  reboke 
and  expectoration  of  Boyal  wrath  against  Friedel  and  his  Two, 
who  are  all  mute,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  and  stand  like  criminals 
in  the  dock,  feeling  themselves  unjustly  condemned  —  gets 
more  and  more  into  conflagration,  and  cannot  be  distinctly  re- 
ported. "  My  name  to  such  a  thing !  When  was  I  found  to 
oppress  a  poor  man  for  love  of  a  rich  ?  To  follow  wiggeries 
and  forms  with  solemn  attention,  careless  what  became  of  the 
internal  fact?  Act  of  1666,  allowing  Qersdorf  to  make  his 
Pond?  Like  enough;  —  and  Arnold's  loss  of  water,  that  is 
not  worth  the  ascertaining;  you  know  not  yet  what  it  was, 
some  of  you  even  say  it  was  nothing ;  care  not  whether  it  was 
anything.  Could  Arnold  grind,  or  not,  as  formerly  ?  What 
is  Act  of  1566,  or  any  or  all  Acts,  in  comparison  ?  Wretched 
mortals,  had  you  wigs  a  fathom  long,  and  Law-books  on  your 
back,  and  Acts  of  1566  by  the  hundredweight,  what  could  it 
help,  if  the  right  of  a  poor  man  were  left  by  you  trampled 
under  foot?  What  is  the  meaning  of  your  sitting  there  as 
Judges?  Dispensers  of  Bight  in  God's  Name  and  mine  ?  I 
will  make  an  example  of  you  which  shall  be  remembered  !  — 
Out  of  my  sight  I "  Whereupon  exeunt  in  haste,  all  Three,  — 
though  not  far,  not  home,  as  will  be  seen. 

Only  the  essential  sense  of  all  this,  not  the  exact  terms, 
could  (or  should)  any  Stellter  take  in  short-hand ;  and  in  the 
Protocol  it  is  decorously  omitted  altogether.  Rannsleben 
merely  says:  ''The  King  farther  made  use  of  very  strong 
expressions  against  us," — too  strong  to  be  repeated,  —  ''and, 
at  last,  dismissed  us  without  saying  what  he  intended  to  do 
with  us.  We  had  hardly  left  the  room,  when  he  followed  us, 
ordering  us  to  wait.  The  King,  during  the  interview  with 
us,  held  the  Sentence,  of  my  composition,  in  his  hand ;  and 
seemed  particularly  irritated  about  the  circumstance  of  the 
judgment  being  pronounced  in  his  name,  as  is  the  usual  form. 
He  struck  the  paper  again  and  again  with  his  other  hamdi''  -— 
heat  of  indignation  quite  extinguishing  gout^  for  the 
—  "  exclaiming  at  the  same  time  repeatedly, '  Cnielljr  a! 
my  name  (meinen  Namen  cruel  mtM^roiioA^)!"'^— • 

1  PreiiM,  iu.  49fr-498. 
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r_  ■■»%  be  it  also  known  to  the  various  Goorts  of 
^Lin  Majesty  has  appointed  a  new  Grand-Gban* 
B^  diEmissed.    "Yet  his  Majesty  will  not  the  less 
Wm\'Ai  his  own  eyes  after  the  I^w-proceedings  in 
.;  and  he  commands  you" — that  is,  all  the 
urgently  herewith :   Firatty,"  —  which  is  also 
,   oceed  to  deal  equally  with  all  people  seeking 
it  prince  or  peasant;  for,  there,  all  must  be  alike. 
i  his  Majesty,  at  any  time  hereafter,  come  upon 
S.^        iiimitted  in  this  regard,  the  guilty  Courts  can  now 
I         '(^forehand  how  they  will  be  punished  with  rigor, 
?as  well  as  Baths,  who  shall  have  delivered  a  judg- 
n-icked  and  openly  opposed  to  justice.    Which  ^ 
of  Justice  in  all  his  Majesty's  Provinces  are  partio- 
)  take  notice  of." 

t.   By  his  Majesty's  special  command,  measures  are 
hat  this  Protocol  be  inserted  in  all  the  Berlin  Jour- 


lemainder  of  Rannslebeu's   Ifarrative  is  beautifully 

and  significant.  —  "  We  had  hardly  left  the  room,"  said 

prh,  "  when  the  King  followed  us,"  lame  as  he  was,  with 

.Iminant  "  Wait  there ! "    Bannsleben  continues :  "  Shortly 

ja  oame  an  Aide-decamp,  who  took  us  in  a  carriage  to  the 

amtni  Town-prison,  the  Kalandshof;   here  two  Corporals 

iwo  Privates  were  set  to  guard  us.    On  the  13th  Decem- 

Et779,"  third  day  of  our  arrest,  "  a  Cabinet-Order  was  pnb- 

I  to  us,  by  which  the  King  had  appointed  a  Commission 

Muiry;   but  had,  at  the  same  time,  commanded  before* 

Cthat  the  Sentence  should  not  be  less  than  a  year's  con- 

D  a  fortress,  dismissal  from  office,  and  payment  of 

I  to  the  Arnold  people  for  the  losses  they  had 

Which  certainly  wu  a  bad  outlook  for  ua. 

r  th«  same  hu  l^fii  l«n  our  Brethren  of  Custrin ; 

mlir-iMaked  into  Prisi       iHt  while  reading  oar  Ap- 

''■•m  th«7         htSx  Sentence  to  be  like 
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now  give  the  remaining  part  of  the  Protocol  (what  directij 
follows  the  above  catechetical  or  Dialogue  part  before  that 
caught  fire),  —  as  taken  down  by  Stellter,  and  read  in  all  the 
Newspapers  next  Tuesday :  — 

** Protocol  [of  December  11th,  Title  already  given;*  Docket- 
ing adds],  which  is  to  be  printed." 

.  .  .  (Catechetics  as  aJbove^ — and  then):  ''The  King's  de- 
sire always  is  and  was.  That  everybody,  be  he  high  or  low, 
rich  or  poor,  get  prompt  justice ;  and  that,  without  regard  of 
person  or  rank,  no  subject  of  his  fail  at  any  time  of  impartial 
right  and  protection  from  his  Courts  of  Law. 

"Wherefore,  with  respect  to  this  most  unjust  Sentence 
against  the  Miller  Arnold  of  the  Pommerzig  Crabmill,  pro- 
nounced in  the  Neumark,  and  confirmed  here  in  Berlin,  his 
Majesty  will  establish  an  emphatic  example  (ein  nachdruek- 
liches  JSxempel  statuiren) ;  to  the  end  that  all  Courts  of  Jus- 
tice, in  all  the  King's  Provinces,  may  take  warning  thereby, 
and  not  commit  the  like  glaring  unjust  acts.  For,  let  them 
bear  in  mind.  That  the  least  peasant,  yea,  what  is  still  more, 
that  even  a  beggar,  is,  no  less  than  his  Majesty,  a  human 
being,  and  one  to  whom  due  justice  must  be  meted  out.  All 
men  being  equal  before  the  Law,  if  it  is  a  prince  complaining 
against  a  peasant,  or  vice  versa,  the  prince  is  the  same  as  the 
peasant  before  the  Law ;  and,  on  such  occasions,  pure  justice 
must  have  its  course,  without  regard  of  person :  Let  the  Law- 
Courts,  in  all  the  Provinces,  take  this  for  their  nile.  And 
whenever  they  do  not  carry  out  justice  in  a  straightforward 
manner,  without  any  regard  of  person  and  rank,  but  put  aside 
natural  fairness,  —  then  they  shall  have  to  answer  his  Maj- 
esty for  it  (sollen  sie  es  mit  Seiner  Koniglichen  Majestat  zu  thun 
kriegen).  For  a  Court  of  Law  doing  injustice  is  more  dangerous 
and  pernicious  than  a  band  of  thieves  :  against  these  one  can 
protect  oneself ;  but  against  rogues  who  make  use  of  the  cloak 
of  justice  to  accomplish  their  evil  passions,  against  such  no  man 
can  guard  himself.  These  are  worse  than  the  greatest  knaves 
the  world  contains,  and  deserve  double  punishment. 

1  Suprk,  p.  439  n. 
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^For  the  rest^  be  it  also  known  to  the  various  Courts  of 
Justice,  That  his  Majesty  has  appointed  a  new  Grand-Chan- 
oellor."  Fiirst  dismissed*  ^  Yet  his  Majesty  will  not  the  less 
look  sharply  with  his  own  eyes  after  the  Law-prooeedings  in 
all  the  Provinces;  and  he  commands  you"  —  that  is,  all  the 
Law-courts  —  '*  urgently  herewith :  FtrsUyy^  —  which  is  also 
lastly, — ^To  proceed  to  deal  equally  with  all  people  seeking 
justice,  be  it  prince  or  peasant;  for,  there,  aU  must  be  alike. 
However,  if  his  Majesty,  at  any  time  hereafter,  come  upon 
a  fault  committed  in  this  r^;ard,  the  guilty  Courts  can  now 
imagine  beforehand  how  they  will  be  punished  with  rigor, 
President  as  well  as  Baths,  who  shall  have  delivered  a  judg- 
ment so  wicked  and  openly  opposed  to  justice.  Which  all 
Colleges  of  Justice  in  all  his  Majesty's  Provinces  are  partie- 
ularly  to  take  notice  ol" 

*^Mem.  By  his  Majesty's  special  command,  measures  are 
taken  that  this  Protocol  be  inserted  in  all  the  Berlin  Jour- 
nals."* 


The  remainder  of  Bannsleben's  Narrative  is  beautifullj 
brief  and  significant  —"^  We  had  hardly  left  the  room,"  said 
he  tuproj  ^  when  the  King  followed  us,"  lame  as  he  was,  with 
a  fulminant  **  Wait  there ! "  Bannsleben  continues :  ^  Siortly 
after  came  an  Aide4e-Camp^  who  took  us  in  a  carriage  to  the 
common  Town^rison,  the  Kalandshof ;  here  two  Corporals 
and  two  Privates  were  set  to  guard  us.  On  the  Idth  Decem- 
ber, 1779,"  third  day  of  our  arrest,  "^  a  Cabinet^>rder  was  pub- 
lished to  us,  by  which  the  King  had  appointed  a  CommissioD 
of  Liquiry;  but  had,  at  the  same  time,  eommanded  beloc^ 
hand  that  the  Sentence  should  not  be  less  than  a  year's  con- 
finement in  a  fortress,  dismissal  from  office,  and  payment  of 
compensation  to  the  Arnold  people  for  the  losses  they  had 
sustained."    Which  certainly  was  a  bad  outlook  for  us. 

Precisely  the  same  has  befallen  our  Brethren  of  Costrin; 
aU  suddenly  packed  into  Prison,  just  while  reading  our  Ap- 
proval of  tiiem; — there  they  sit,  their  Sentence  to  be  like 

1  In  BerUK^adk  NmAricAiem  tm  StaaU  fmd  Odtkrtm  fkukm,  KTo.  14^, "  TiMe 
daj»  14tli  PtcsMhui;  1779."    Pmoii^  Hi.  4M. 
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ours.  '^  Otir  arrest  in  the  Kalandshof  lasted  from  11th  De- 
cembeT;  1779,  till  5th  January,  1780/'  three  weeks  and  thiet 
days,  — -  when  (with  Two  Exceptions,  to  be  noted  presenilj) 
we  were  all,  Kammergerichters  and  CUstriners  alike,  trans- 
ferred to  Spandau. 

I  spoke  of  what  might  be  called  a  ghost  of  Kanzler  Ftirst 
once  revisiting  the  glimpses  of  the  Moon,  or  Sun  if  there  were 
any  in  the  dismal  December  days.  This  is  it,  witness  one  who 
saw  it :  "  On  the  morning  of  December  12th,  the  day  after 
the  Grand-Chancellor's  dismissal,  the  Street  in  which  he  lived 
was  thronged  with  the  carriages  of  callers,  who  came  to  testify 
their  sympathy,  and  to  offer  their  condolence  to  the  faUen 
Chancellor.  The  crowd  of  carriages  could  be  seen  from  the 
windows  of  the  King's  Palace."  The  same  young  Legal  Gen- 
tleman, by  and  by  a  very  old  one,  who,  himself  one  of  the 
callers  at  the  Ex-Chancellor's  house  that  day,  saw  this,  and 
related  it  in  his  old  age  to  Herr  Preuss,^  remembers  and  re- 
lates also  this  other  significant  fact :  — 

"  During  the  days  that  followed  "  the  above  event  and  Pub- 
lication of  the  Royal  Protocol,  "  I  often  crossed,  in  the  fore- 
noon, the  Esplanade  in  front  of  the  Palace  (Sehlossplaiz),  at 
that  side  where  the  King's  apartments  were ;  the  same  which 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Crown-Prince  now  [1833]  occupies. 
I  remember  that  here,  on  that  part  of  the  Esplanade  which 
was  directly  under  Friedrich's  windows,  there  stood  con- 
stantly numbers  of  Peasants,  not  ten  or  twelve,  but  as  many 
as  a  hundred  at  a  time ;  all  with  Petitions  in  their  hands, 
which  they  were  holding  up  towards  the  window ;  shouting, 
*  Please  his  Majesty  to  look  at  these ;  we  have  been  still 
worse  treated  than  the  Arnolds ! '  And  indeed,  I  have  un- 
derstood the  Law-Courts,  for  some  time  after,  found  great 
difficulty  to  assert  their  authority :  the  parties  against  whom 
judgment  went,  taking  refuge  in  the  Arnold  precedent,  and 
appealing  direct  to  the  King." 

Far  graver  than  this  Spectre  of  FOrst,  Minister  Zedlita 
hesitates,  finally  refuses,  to  pronounce  such  a  Sentence  as  the 

1  Preu88,  iii.  499,  500. 
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King  orders  on  these  men  of  Law !  EstunaUei  able,  oonsoien^ 
tious  Zedlitz;  zealous  on  Education  matters,  too; —whom  I 
always  like  for  contriving  to  attend  a  Course  of  Kant's  Leo- 
tures,  while  500  miles  away  from  him  (actual  Course  in  K&- 
nigsberg  University,  by  the  illustrious  Kant;  evaxy  Lecture 
punctually  taken  in  short-hand,  and  transmitted  to  Berliiii 
post  after  post,  for  the  busy  man).^  Here  is  now  soma  pail^ 
f ul  Correspondence  between  the  King  and  him,  •»  painfull  j^ 
pleasant :  — 

Kin^  to  Minister  wm  ZedUtM^  who  has  alarming  DauHs  (Bar* 
lin,  28th  December,  1779).— << Your  Report  of  the  20th  in^ 
stant  in  regard  to  Judgment  on  the  arrested  Baths  has  beaii 
received.  But  do  you  think  I  don't  understand  your  Advocate 
fellows  and  their  quirks ;  or  how  they  can  polish  op  a  bad 
cause,  and  by  their  hyperboles  exaggerate  or  extenuate  as 
they  find  fit  ?  The  Goose^uill  class  (Federzeug)  can't  look  at 
facts.  When  Soldiers  set  to  investigate  anything,  on  an  order 
given,  they  go  the  stzaaght  way  to  the  kernel  of  the  mattery 
upon  which,  plenty  of  objections  from  the  Goose-quill  people  I 
—  But  you  may  assure  yourself  I  give  more  belief  to  an  hcNoest 
Officer,  who  has  honor  in  the  heart  of  him,  than  to  all  your 
Advocates  and  sentences.  I  perceive  well  they  are  themselves 
afraid,  and  don't  want  to  see  any  of  their  fellows  punished* 

"If,  therefore,  you  will  not  obey  my  Order,  I  shall  take 
another  in  your  plaoe  who  n'ill ;  for  depart  from  it  I  will  not* 
You  may  tell  them  that.  And  know,  for  your  part,  that  such 
miserable  jargon  (miserald  Stjfl)  makes  joot  the  snaUest  im^ 
pression  cm  me.  Hereb}',  then,  you  are  to  guide  yourself; 
and  merely  say  whether  you  will  follow  my  Order  or  not ;  ior 
I  will  in  no  wise  fall  away  from  it.  I  am  your  wellfafiectioned 
King,  —  PiuEiiajcE/' 

MarfpnaU  (in  Autograph).  —  "  My  Gentleman  [you^  Herr 
▼on  Zedlitz,  with  your  dubitatings]  won't  make  me  believe 
black  is  white.  I  know  the  Advocate  sleightof-hand^  and 
won't  be  taken  in.  An  example  has  become  aeeehsary  here.  — 
those  Scoundrels  (CanailUm)  having  so  enormously  misused 
jny  luune,  to  practise  arbitrary  and  uuheard-of  injiistioes.    A 

i  SaBD  F'mdm,  KmS't  LAm  (Maanhiim,  ISSO),  pp.  d4,  SS. 
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Judge  that  goes  upon  chicaning  is  to  be  punished  nuse  ae- 
Yerely  than  a  highway  Bobber.  For  you  have  trusted  to  the 
one ;  you  are  on  your  g^uard  against  the  other." 

ZedliU  to  the  King  (Berlin,  31st  December,  1779).  —  "  I 
have  at  all  times  had  your  Boyal  Majesty's  favor  before  my 
eyes  as  the  supreme  happiness  of  my  life,  and  have  most  zeal- 
ously endeavored  to  merit  the  same :  but  I  should  reoc^:nixe 
myself  unworthy  of  it^  were  I  capable  of  an  undertaking  con- 
trary to  my  conviction.  From  the  reasons  indicated  by  my- 
self, as  well  as  by  the  Criminal-Senate  [Paper  of  reasons  for- 
tunately lost],  your  Majesty  will  deign  to  consider  that  I  am 
unable  to  draw  up  a  condemnatory  Sentence  against  your 
Majesty's  Servants-of-Justice  now  under  arrest  on  account 
of  the   Arnold  Affair.      Your  Majesty's  till  death,  —  Vov 

ZSDLITZ." 

King  to  ZedliU  (Berlin,  1st  January,  1780).  —  **  My  dear 
State's-Minister  Freiherr  von  Zedlitz,  —  It  much  surprises  me 
to  see,  from  your  Note  of  yesterday,  that  you  refuse  to  pro- 
nounce a  judgment  on  those  Servants-of-Justice  arrested  for 
their  conduct  in  the  Arnold  Case,  according  to  my  Order.  If 
you,  therefore,  will  not,  I  will ;  and  do  it  as  follows :  — 

"1°.  The  CUstrin  Kegierungs-Rath  Scheibler,  who,  it  ap- 
pears in  evidence,  was  of  an  opposite  opinion  to  his  Col- 
leagues, and  voted  That  the  man  up-stream  had  not  a  right  to 
cut  off  the  water  from  the  man  down-stream ;  and  that  the 
point,  as  to  Arnold's  wanting  water,  should  be  more  closely 
and  strictly  inquired  into,  —  he,  Scheibler,  shall  be  set  free 
from  his  arrest,  and  go  back  to  his  post  at  Ciistrin.  And  in 
like  manner,  Kammergerichts-Rath  Bannsleben  —  who  has 
evidently  given  himself  faithful  trouble  about  the  cause,  and 
has  brought  forward  with  a  quite  visible  impartiality  all  the 
considerations  and  dubieties,  especially  about  the  condition  of 
the  water  and  the  alleged  hurtf  ulness  of  the  Pond — is  absolved 
from  arrest. 

"2®.  As  for  the  other  arrested  Servants-of-Justioe,  they  arc 
one  and  all  dismissed  from  office  (eassirt),  and  condemned  to 
one  year's  Fortress-Arrest.  Furthermore,  they  shall  pay  to 
Arnold  the  value  of  his  Mill,  and  make  good  to  him,  out  of 
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their  own  pocket,  all  the  loss  an<i  <)aml^^^  ho  hM  nnffi^mfl  \t\ 
this  hosiiiess ;  the  Neumark  Kamm^  (liev^nno-noard)  t^  thX 
and  estimate  the  same.  [Dama^  came  to  l,.*MR  thal«*tii,  It 
gioachen,  1  pfennig,  —  that  is,  £20.1  t4ji.  anil  ftomt^  p<^tifw  m\A 
farthings ;  the  last  farthing  of  which  wan  tmnctiially  \y\\A  it) 
Arnold,  within  the  next  eight  months ;]  ^  -^sd  that 

''  ^.  The  Miller  Arnold  shall  be  completely  put  as  hi^  WM 
(m  integrum  restituirt), 

''  And  in  snch  way  must  the  matti^r,  in  all  l)ratti;h(*<t  '^f  if.«  M 
immediately  proceeded  with,  gr)t  reailyi  and  tianrled  in  fof  my 
Completion  {VoUxUhung)  by  Hignatur«*.  Whi«h  yoti,  fl»«*fw- 
fore,  will  take  charge  of,  without  df;lay.  Vnt  i\m  tnni^  \  will  fi'll 
joa  farther,  that  I  am  not  ill  please^j  U>  kn<m  y^m  tm  ih^t  niiU 
jou  show  on  this  occasion  [as  a  man  thai  will  n^/i  ^n  «i(aififff  hU 
conscience],  and  shall  see,  \py  anil  t/y^  what  t  mti  tntihft  tUf 
with  yon.  [Left  him  where  be  wsa,  a«  t}M*  )0mK  i1thii(.  j  Wf^^^^- 
after  yoa  are  aoocirdini^ly  V/  i^tfi/l^  j*mfm)1.  ht**i  I  f^^mAH 
otherwise  your  weD^aifeeiMci^  KiMi;^  IfMPstmutn.^^ 

Xlds»  tiien,  is  aa  ivjairtaa]  Tt^^fmA  *A  K^  ^^ft'^M  piiim^H(^ 
httw^em  Fi^odrififti  aoid  Ifer  Luriry^y^  1c^/w*^  hjf  *t^  Hn^m  ^ 
«tiie  MSaiar'JiTmM  Ca»;^  Vib»A  •Me^^MM  liW^  M'/i^  •'yf  *W 
Baropfc.  —  Tffltt  wiL>  iiwr  ^Vtf^mvswvM  ^  1ft**  >*i»*t^H'  k^r^i^ym 
WW  '^fB^pamrua^    Ix  Ti^vtmOk  -tin*  ^>3!iwr«*  ^yvflHwi*-:-*^  ^-^  V'HH' 

Smm7  iif  Immma^  ^Z.^^    w   i   imv^rv^rty    H«#VMl*»i^  ^V*   ;*Vy/if 

siiia  -aaahayrt  u  itwo*^n#l#^'r"  *^tys*\x\i\^A   ^  i^^rirj^tyi^'  ***'^ 
CMwuuHmt  i/    n   txtwrx\itf-rr^mm      T***  '''.'»*^   ^^sn*A*^    *i*'f.  '^^\e 

WtncSK    iSin    ^TTIBCS    m     fJ»    nn^-l      n     h/**#    /*#»5eH*»**     mrf    ^'.r'Jff 
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Kammergerioht  at  Berlin  I "  answered  the  Miller.  To 
rich's  great  delight,  as  appears;  —  which  might  render  the 
Windmill  itself  a  kind  of  ornament  to  his  (hardens  thenoefor^ 
The  French  admiration  over  these  two  Miller  Cases  oontinued 
to  be  very  great.^ 

As  to  Miller  Arnold  and  his  Cause,  the  united  Toioe  of  Prus- 
sian Society  condemned  Friedrich's  procedure :  Such  harshness 
to  Grand-Chancellor  FUrst  and  respectable  old  Official  Gentle- 
men, amounting  to  the  barbarous  and  tyrannous,  according  to 
Prussian  Society.  To  support  which  feeling,  and  testify  it 
openly,  they  drove  in  crowds  to  Fiirsf  s  (some  have  told  me 
to  the  Prison-doors  too,  but  that  seems  hypothetic) ;  and  left 
cards  for  old  FOrst  and  Company.  In  sight  of  Friedrich,  who 
inquired,  ^'  What  is  this  stir  on  the  streets,  then  ? ''  —  and,  on 
learning,  made  not  the  least  audible  remark ;  but  continaed  his 
salutary  cashierment  of  the  wigged  Gtontlemen^  and  imprison- 
ment till  their  full  term  ran. 

My  impression  has  been  that,  in  Berlin  Society,  there  was 
more  sympathy  for  mere  respectability  of  wig  than  in  Fried- 
rich.  To  Friedrich  respectability  of  wig  that  issues  in  solemnly 
failing  to  do  justice,  is  a  mere  enormity,  greater  than  the  most 
wigless  condition  could  be.  Wigless,  the  thing  were  to  be 
endured,  a  thing  one  is  born  to,  more  or  less :  but  in  wig,  — 
out  upon  it !  And  the  wig  which  screens,  and  would  strive  to 
disguise  and  even  to  embellish  such  a  thing :  To  the  gutters 
with  such  wig! 

In  support  of  their  feeling  for  Fttrst  and  Company,  Berlin 
Society  was  farther  obliged  to  pronounce  the  claim  of  ^liller 
Arnold  a  nullity,  and  that  no  injustice  whatever  had  been  done 
him.  Mere  pretences  on  his  part,  subterfuges  for  his  idle 
condu.'^t,  for  his  inability  to  pay  due  rent,  said  Berlin  Society 
And  that  impartial  Soldier-person,  whom  Friedrich  sent  to 
examine  by  the  light  of  nature,  and  report  ?  "  Corrupted  he  I " 
answer  they :  "  had  intrigues  with  —  "I  forget  whom ;  some- 
body of  the  womankind  (perhaps  Arnold's  old  hard-featured 

^  Dieolafoi,  Le  Meunier  de  Sans-Souci  (Comedj  or  &rce,  of  I  know  not 
what  year) ;  Andrienx,  Le  Moulin  de  Sans-Smtci  ("  Poem/*  ai ImHitM  NtHtmi 
15  Germinal,  An  S)t  «c.  Ac. :  PteuM,  ill.  412,  413. 
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Wiff:,  if  von  arc-  dr:rpi.  nit«^  n  Porn^M  !^  niii^  mx-*'-  m^f  fv  I* 

dej^ended  on  at  a.'.  '"  In  ^hit»h  «sMi.liM!iiii'ii  '!«^<fv  l^i  vim  Sr 
csietv  almost  vlioTi}  »iisappr«^Ain^  it.  <h«^  .\nii»li*  ri.n-i'i  \>  vi 
fouzid  at  FriedrirhV  iWlh  (rosh>rati*M^  M  litNtioi-^^  li^  nH  I'lnnf 
and  Company,  ono  of  iho  lir?»f  s^*M^  •>{  Hi^  N^w  WiM^n  "i«i-  ».! 
immediate  popularity^ :  ;nu].  1  finnk.  pii'tf.v  i^m.  ii  ••imii inni>n' 
still,  few  or  nono  in  Horlm  Nvi«»iv  n«1m<t1inp  Milli  i  \M»..^'*r* 
claim  to  redress,  much  1oh«  «lof«Mv)inM  Omt  i^ifinnph*  t,n  I'mm 

and  the  wips.* 

Who,  from  tho  nMimU*  tli«tnin'i»,  wmiM  vpti«tii»'  t'l  r'i,ii»»HilJi  •  i 
Once  more,  my  own  |KH»r  i?iiprPB^I«iii  «rii«,  rtUh'\\  t  \'tf\.  «Hi.mI 
except  to  friendH,  tliJit  Hi'iliii  f^«M'l«*»v  wr«»«  vy»».Mj.  •  Mim»  MiH».f 
Arnold  hail  of  a  truth  hmt.  p'MU«ifiii  nf  Ih"  'IwfM  '«'i»m  •»»<•»  r»«K 
entith'd  t/j  almU-ni'-nt ;  ;tiMl  Hi««  '»»»  iti*  I.  '-^i**.,  f'MMif*'  *  ■  r.,M»,f 
at  the  Fiirst-^ind-^V/xijjAny  l')t'f»nit"  tt*ttt  lUntrn*  np^f*  ^'t*^*^  ^tf 
gout}  had  iti  hy/hly  ;«.*;#«•''•'!»*//*  »*'>'•  n»t*  -J 

When.  a5v?r   y.^t^in^^  ►  •:?*-»>*'.  •/•*    '/•/♦    '/v#»>^/#^  *    fn^M 

I'.ii'n   ''^  *i^**  ."/'''•■'•  '/■••,*»'•    •-■•  *^>      ••■-.! 

IflT    MOT      .1*»    .V.'.'     •»'       V^     *•'*        '-''     ' 
Ib'^SI    la   "ii     ifr»*-*n<'pr?     '■-•.i.or/f    '  ^* »*/*•«/•/♦   •" ■-/ 

■  :  •  *  r^r»  •  rr*.    r, ;-/.  ■     .  >f.  • 
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ter,  handsomely  paid  out  of  his  own  pocket :  the  haDdaoi 
way  of  ending  it. 

In  his  last  journey  to  West-Preussen,  June,  1784^  Friedz 
said  to  the  new  Begierungs-President  (Chief  Judge)  there : 
am  Head  Commissary  of  Justice ;  and  have  a  heavy  lesp 
sibility  lying  on  me,"  —  as  will  you  in  this  new  Office.  Fri 
rich  at  no  moment  neglected  this*  part  of  his  functions ;  i 
his  procedure  in  it  throughout,  one  cannot  but  admit  to  h 
been  faithful,  beautiful,  human.  Very  impatient  indeed  w] 
he  comes  upon  Imbecility  and  Pedantry  threatening  to  exj 
guish  Essence  and  Fact,  among  his  Law  People !  This  is  < 
marginale  of  his,  among  many  such,  some  of  them  still  m 
stinging,  which  are  comfortable  to  every  reader.  The  C 
is  that  of  a  murderer,  —  murder  indisputable ;  ^^  but  may 
insanity  be  suspected,  your  Majesty,  such  the  absence  of  i 
tive,  such  the  —  ?  "  Majesty  answers :  "  That  is  nothing 
inanity  and  stupid  pleading  against  right.  The  fellow  pn 
child  to  death ;  if  he  were  a  soldier,  you  would  execute  1 
without  priest ;  and  because  this  canaille  is  a  citizen,  you  ms 
him  ^  melancholic '  to  get  him  off.    Beautiful  justice ! " '  — 

Friedrich  has  to  sign  all  Death-Sentences ;  and  he  does 
wherever  I  have  noticed,  rigorously  welL    For  the  rest, 
Criminal  Calendar  seems  to  be  lighter  than  any  other  of 
time;  "in  a  population  of  5,200,000,"  says  he  onoe,  "14  to 
are  annually  condemned  to  death." 


CHAPTER  VnL 

THE  F^BSTENBUND  :   FBIEDBICH's  LAST  YBAB8. 

At  Vienna,  on  November  29th,  1780,  the  noble  Kaiser 
Maria  Theresa,  after  a  short  illness,  died.  Her  end  was  be 
tiful  and  exemplary,  as  her  course  had  been.  The  dis« 
which  seemed  at  first  only  a  bad  cold,  proved  to  have  b 
induration  of  the  lungs;  the  chief  symptom  throughout 

^  PzeuBs,  iii.  37S. 
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more  and  more  suffooating  difficulty  to  breathe.  On  the  edg« 
of  death,  the  Kaiserinn^  sitting  in  a  chair  (bed  impossible  in 
such  struggle  for  breath),  leant  her  head  back  as  if  inclined 
to  sleep.  One  of  her  women  arranged  the  cushionSi  asked 
in  a  whisper,  "Will  your  Majesty  sleep,  then?"  "No,"  an- 
swered the  dying  Kaiserinn ;  "  I  could  sleep,  but  I  must  not ) 
Death  is  too  near.  He  must  not  steal  upon  me.  These  flf^ 
teen  years  I  have  been  making  ready  for  him;  I  will  meet 
him  awake."  Fifteen  years  ago  her  beloved  Franz  was  snatched 
from  her,  in  such  sudden  manner :  and  ever  since,  she  has  goi^e 
in  Widow's  dress ;  and  has  looked  upon  herself  as  one  who 
had  done  with  the  world.  The  18th  of  every  month  has  been 
for  her  a  day  of  solitary  prayer ;  18th  of  every  August  (Franz's 
death-day)  she  has  gone  down  punctually  to  the  vaults  in  ths 
Stephans-Kirche,  and  sat  by  his  coffin  there ;  — -  last  August^ 
something  broke  in  the  apparatus  as  she  descended ;  and  it  has 
ever  since  been  an  omen  to  her.^    Omen  now  fulfilled 

On  her  death,  Joseph  and  Kaunitz,  now  become  supremai 
launched  abroad  in  their  ambitious  adventures  with  loose  rein. 
Schemes  of  all  kinds ;  including  Bavaria  still,  in  spite  of  the 
late  check ;  for  which  latter,  and  for  vast  prospects  in  Turkey 
as  well,  the  young  Kaiser  is  now  upon  a  cunning  method,  fall 
of  promise  to  him, — that  of  ingratiating  himself  with  the 
Czarina,  and  cutting  out  Friedrich  in  that  quarter.  Hummer, 
1780,  while  the  Kaiserinn  still  lived,  Joseph  made  bis  faaoons 
First  Visit  to  the  Czarina  (May-August,  1780),* —  not  yet  for 
some  years  his  thrice-famous  Second  Visit  (thriee-famons  Cleo- 
patra-Voyage with  her  down  the  Dnieper ;  dramatorgic  cities 
and  populs^ons  keeping  pace  with  them  on  the  banks,  such 
the  scenic  faculty  of  Russian  OfBcials,  with  Potemkin  as  stage- 
manager)  : — in  the  course  of  which  First  Visit,  still  more  in 
the  Second,  it  is  well  known  the  Czarina  and  Joseph  cane  to 
an  understanding.  Little  articulated  of  it  as  yet;  but  tbf$ 
meaning  already  clear  to  both.  "A  frank  partnerships  tiffin 
Madam :  to  you,  full  seope  in  your  glorious  notion  of  a  Qfssfc 
Capital  and  Empire,  Turk  quite  trampled  away,  ^^wstailtlpopli 

<  Hm— nil,  Ti  Ud-13S. 


452  AFTEBNOOK  AND  EVENING.  BmUL 

tm4m. 

a  Christian  metropolis  once  more  [and  your  next  Cheaadm  a 

ConstanHney — to  be  in  readiness] :  whj  not>  if  I  msf  diaii 

too,  in  the  Donau  Countries,  that  lie  handy  ?    To  yon,  I  s^, 

an  Eastern  Empire ;  to  me,  a  Western :  Kevival  of  the  poor 

old  Komish  Beioh^  so  far  as  may  be ;  and  no  hindrance  upon 

Bavaria,  next  time.    Have  not  we  had  enough  of  that  old 

Friedrich,  who  stands  perpetually  upon  status  ^[uo,  and  to  bott 

of  us  is  a  mere  stoppage  of  the  way  ?  " 

Czarina  Catharine  took  the  hint ;  christened  her  next  Grand- 
son '^  Constantino  "  (to  be  in  readiness) ;  ^  and  from  that  time 
stiffly  refused  renewing  her  Treaty  with  Friedrich ;  — to  Fried- 
rich's  great  grief,  seeing  her,  on  the  contrary,  industrioos  to 
forward  every  German  scheme  of  Joseph's,  Bavarian  or  other, 
and  foreshadowing  to  himself  dismal  issues  for  Prussia  whm 
this  present  term  of  Treaty  should  expire.  As  to  Joseph,  he 
was  busy  night  and  day,  —  really  perilous  to  Friedridi  and 
the  independence  of  the  German  Eeich.  His  young  Brother, 
Maximilian,  he  contrives,  Czarina  helping,  to  get  elected  Co- 
adjutor of  Kdln ;  Successor  of  our  Lanky  Friend  there,  to  be 
Kur-Eoln  in  due  season,  and  make  the  Electorate  of  K^  a 
bit  of  Austria  henceforth.*  Then  there  came  '*  Pants-Brief e^"  * 
—  who  knows  what  ?  —  usurpations,  graspings  and  preten- 
sions without  end :  —  finally,  an  open  pretension  to  incorporate 
Bavaria,  after  alL  Bavaria,  not  in  part  now,  but  in  whole: 
"  You,  Karl  Theodor,  injured  man,  cannot  we  give  you  Terri- 
tory in  the  Netherlands ;  a  King  there  you  shall  be,  and  have 
your  vote  as  Kur-Pfalz  still ;  only  think !  In  return  for  which, 
Bavaria  ours  in  fee-simple,  and  so  finish  that  ?  "  Karl  Theodor 
is  perfectly  willing,  — only  perhaps  some  others  are  not 

Then  and  there,  these  threatening  complexities,  now  gone 

1  This  is  the  Constantine  who  reoonnced,  in  h,rot  of  the  late  Car  Ki^ 
iM ;  aod  proved  a  faaure  in  regard  to  "  New  Greek  Empire,"  and  otherwiM. 

*  Lengthj  and  minnte  account  of  that  Transaction,  in  all  the  steps  of  H, 
in  Dohm,  i.  295->)79. 

>  PanU  (Bread)  Brief  h  a  Letter  with  which,  fn  ancient  oeotaries,  ths  U- 
Her  used  to  famish  an  old  wom-ont  Serrant,  addressed  to  some  McHHliiT, 
some  Ahbot  or  Prior  in  easy  circnmstances :  "  Be  so  good  as  pB9ftf#  this  oM 
Gentleman  with  Pants  (Bread,  or  Board  and  Lodging)  wliila  he  BfVS.*  V«7 
pretty  in  Barharossa's  time ;  —  bat  now  —  I 
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Uke  a  dreiB  of  the  ni^ity  were  reaU j  life-penis  for  Om  King^ 
domof  Fravia;  oeTer  to  be  ket  si^itof  faja  TeteiaaSliep' 
herd  of  the  Pieople.  Thej  kept  a  rigOant  King  Friedrich 
eontiiniaDy  cm  tlie  stieteh,  and  were  a  wtinding  life-pfoUem 
to  him  in  &oee  final  Yeera  Problem  nearlj  insolnUa  to 
human  eontntanee;  die  Rnwian  card  haring  pdpaMy  gone 
into  the  other  hand.  ProblemKdTed,  nerertheleei;  it  is  ttill 
remembered  how. 

development  of  that  prettj  Bavarian  Project^ 


thing  became  pccosing;  and  it  is  well  known  faj  what  a  strcdLe 
of  genins  Friedrick  iltnliiiiliwl  it;  and  pro<faioed  w**fe«^  a 
**.reririwiMci#,''orgeaeial**Confederation  of  German  Prinees,^ 
Pmssia  atop^  to  forbid  pciemptorily  that  the  Laws  of  the 
Beieh  be  iafiingwl  FfBnietAund:  this  is  the  victorious  som- 
mitof  Fiiediieys  PobBc  ffistoiy,  towards  whiA  all  his  efforts 
tendf>d,  dariag  Hmse  fire  jears :  Friedrieh's  last  feat  in  the 
worid.  Feal^  how  obsolete  now,  — fdlen  sflent  erefywherey 
emept  in  German  Parish-Historj,  and  to  the  stod^nts  of 
Rriediicl^s  charartrf  in  old  age !  Had  no  resnlt  wimberer  in 
Earopean  Sstorr;  so  unexpected  was  the  tarn  dungs  toc^ 
A  .Ffirstea6m^  which  was  swallowed  bodihr  within  fewjears, 
in  that  WoddE^doskm  of  Demoeraey,  and  War  of  the  Giants ; 
and — mleas  S^ioleop^s  ^ Cnnfadwatiop  of  flm  Bhine^  were 
jiiiifHia  1—  i>Mi«tnry  gi>n^  of  it? — left  not  cTen  a ^Jioat 
y^^t^r%A  A  FbniembunJ  of  which  we  mast  saj  •n»*^i*^^^ 
when  its  Tear  comes ;  but  obrioaslj  not  mndL 

Kor  arc  the  Domestaeitiee,  as  set  fortih  bj  our  Pmssiaa 
anthoritaes,  an  opulent  topic  for  ns.  Friedrieh's  Old  Age  is 
not  nnamiable;  on  the  oootrarj,  I  think  it  would  hare  made  a 
pvettj  Pictorey  had  there  been  a  limner  to  take  it,  with  the 
least  felicitjor  phirsiogDomic  coherencj; — as  there  was  not 
TBm  Luliii  M,  and  all  the  sjmptomB  we  have,  denote  a  aoimd- 
hearted  bcBve  old  man ;  continnallj  sobdoing  to  himself  man  j 
n^  troohles ;  and,  like  Hie  stars,  always  stead  j  at  his  work. 
To  sit  grieving  or  desponding  is,  at  all  times,  far  from  him : 
'^  Wfaj  despond  ?  Wont  it  be  all  done  presently ;  is  it  of  mucb 
moment  while  it  lasts  ?^    A  fine,  anaSectedl j  vigaroaa,  siiu 
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pie  and  manful  old  age ;  —  rather  serene  than 

spite  of  electric  outbursts  and  cloudy  weather  that  oould  not 

be  wanting. 

Of  all  which  there  is  not,  in  this  place,  much  more  to  le 
said.  Friedrioh's  element  is  itself  wearing  dim,  sombre  of  hue; 
and  the  records  of  it,  too,  seem  to  grow  dimmer,  more  and 
more  intermittent.  Old  friends,  of  the  intellectual  kind,  an 
almost  all  dead;  the  new  are  of  little  moment  tons, — not 
worth  naming  in  comparison.  The  chief,  perhaps,  is  a  certain 
young  Marchese  Lucchesini,  who  comes  about  this  time,^  and 
continues  in  more  and  more  favor  both  with  Friedrich  and  liis 
Successor,  —  employed  even  in  Diplomatics  by  the  latter.  An 
accomplished  young  Gentleman,  from  Lucca;  of  fine  intelli- 
gence, and,  what  was  no  less  essential  to  him  here,  a  perfect 
propriety  in  breeding  and  carriage.  One  makes  no  acquaint- 
ance with  him  in  these  straggling  records,  nor  desires  to  make 
any.  It  was  he  that  brought  the  inane,  ever  scribbling  Denini 
hither,  if  that  can  be  reckoned  a  merit  Inane  Denina  came 
as  Academician,  October,  1782 ;  saw  Friedrich^'  at  least  (mee 
(''Academician,  Pension;  yes,  yes!") — and  I  know  not 
whether  any  second  time. 

Friedrich,  on  loss  of  friends,  does  not  take  refuge  in  soli- 
tude ;  he  tries  always  for  something  of  substitute ;  sees  his 
man  once  or  twice,  —  in  several  instances  once  only,  and  lesTes 
him  to  his  pension  in  sinecure  thenceforth.  Cornelius  de 
Pauw,  the  rich  Canon  of  Xanten  (Uncle  of  Anacharsis  Elooti^ 
the  afterwards  renowned),  came  on  those  principles;  bong 
on  for  six  months,  not  liked,  not  liking ;  and  was  then  permit- 
ted to  go  home  for  good,  his  pension  with  him.  Another,'  a 
Frenchman,  whose  name  I  forget,  sat  gloomily  in  Potsdam, 
after  his  rejection ;  silent  (not  knowing  Grerman),  undipt,  as* 
kempt,  rough  as  Nebuchadnezzar,  till  he  died.  De  CatI  is  still 
a  resource;  steady  till  almost  the  end,  when  somebody'i 
tongue,  it  is  thought,  did  him  ill  with  the  King. 

Alone,  or  almost  alone,  of  the  ancient  set  is  Bastiani ;  a  taOf 

1  **  Chamberlain  [titular,  with  Pension,  &c.].  9th  Mkj,  1780^  i^ 
(PreuBs,  iv.  SI  1 ) ; — arrived  when  or  how  is  not  aaid. 
•  BodenbMk,  iiL  SSft,  286. 
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Uack-browed  man,  with  uncommoiily  bright  eyes,  now  himself 
old,  imd  &  comfort&ble  Abbot  in  Silesia ;  who  comes  from  time 
to  time^  avakening  the  King  into  his  pristine  topics  and  alti- 
todes.  Bastiani's  history  is  something  corions:  as  a  tall 
Venetian  Monk  (son  of  a  tailor  in  Venice),  he  had  been 
orimped  by  Friedxioh  Wilhelm's  people ;  Friediich  found  him 
serving  as  a  Potsdam  Giant,  but  discerned  Ear  other  facnltiea 
in  the  bright-looking  man,  far  other  knowledges ;  and  gradu- 
ally made  him  what  we  see.  Banters  him  sometimes  that  he 
will  rise  to  be  Pope  one  day,  so  coimiag  and  clever  is  he : 
"  What  will  you  say  to  me,  a  Heretic,  when  yon  get  to  be  Pope ; 
tell  me  now ;  out  with  it,  I  insist ! "  Bastiuii  parried,  pleaded, 
but  unable  to  get  off,  made  what  some  call  his  one  piece  of 
wit :  "  I  will  say :  0  Royal  Eagle,  screen  me  with  thy  wings, 
but  spare  me  with  thy  sharp  beak  [ "  This  is  Bastiani's  one 
recorded  piece  of  wit ;  for  he  was  tacit  rather,  and  practically 
watchful,  and  did  not  waste  his  fine  intellect  in  that  way. 

Foreign  Visitors  there  are  in  plenty ;  now  and  then  some- 
thing brilliant  going.  Bat  the  old  Generals  seem  to  be  mainly 
what  the  King  has  for  company.  Dinner  always  his  bright 
hour ;  &om  ten  to  seven  guests  daily.  Seidlitz,  never  of  in- 
telligence on  any  point  but  Soldiering,  is  long  since  dead; 
Zietbeo  comes  rarely,  and  falls  asleep  when  he  does ;  General 
0<Mz  (brother  of  the  Weimar-Hflnchen  GSrtz)  ;  Bnddenbrock 
(the  King's  comrade  in  youth,  in  the  Beinsberg  times),  who  has 
good  faculty;  Prittwitz  (who  saved  him  at  Knnersdor^  and 
is  lively,  though  stupid) ;  General  and  Head-Equerry  Bchwerin, 
of  headlong  tongue,  not  witty,  but  the  cause  of  wit;  Uajor 
Graf  von  Pinto,  a  magniloquent  Ex-Austrian  ditto  i^tto ;  these 
are  among  his  chief  dinner-guests.  If  fine  Bpeoolation  do  not 
nit,  old  pranks  of  youth,  old  tales  of  war,  become  the  staple 
oonversation ;  always  plen^  of  faantaroi  the  4^  King's  part; 
— who  sitB  very  snu^  (wfB  the  prin  ~ 
•ehing)  and  does  not  BuJfficiently  aU 
keep  his  nails  quite  clean.  Occasioi 
too;  and  has  little  of  the  reveri>ni»;  spcmlyin  an  old  Kin^. 
Hie  troth  is,  Doctor,  he  has  Itad  hia  autferings  from  Fluman 
Stupidity;  andvas  always  fMidoEt 
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For  the  rest,  as  you  may  see,  heartily  an  old  Stok^  and  tdm 
matters  in  the  rough ;  avoiding  useless  despondenoy  aboYe  all; 
and  intent  to  have  a  cheerful  hour  at  dinner  if  he  can. 

Visits  from  his  Kindred  are  still  pretty  frequent ;  nerer  ex- 
cept on  invitation.  For  the  rest,  completely  an  old  Bachdar, 
an  old  Military  Abbot ;  with  business  for  every  hour.  Prin- 
cess Amelia  takes  care  of  his  linen,  not  very  well,  the  dear 
old  Lady,  who  is  herself  a  cripple,  suffering,  and  voioeleM, 
speaking  only  in  hoarse  whisper.  I  think  I  have  heard  there 
were  but  twelve  shirts,  not  in  first-rate  order,  when  the  King 
died.  A  Sang  supremely  indifferent  to  small  conoems ;  espe- 
cially to  that  of  shirts  and  tailorages  not  essential  Holds  to 
Literature,  ahnost  more  than  ever;  occasionally  still  writes;^ 
has  his  daily  Headings,  Concerts,  Correspondences  as  usual  :* 
readers  can  conceive  the  dim  Household  Picture,  dimly  le- 
ported  withal  The  following  Anecdotes  may  be  added  as 
completion  of  it,  or  at  least  of  all  I  have  to  say  on  it :  — 

You  go  on  Wednesdayy  then? — ''Loss  of  time  was  one  of 
the  losses  Friedrich  could  least  stand.  Li  visits  even  from 
his  Brothers  and  Sisters,  which  were  always  by  his  own  ex- 
press invitation,  he  would  say  some  morning  (call  it  Tuesday 
morning)  :  'You  are  going  on  Wednesday,  I  am  sorry  to  hear* 
(what  you  never  heard  before) !  — '  Alas,  your  Majesty,  we 
must ! '  '  Well,  I  am  sorry  :  but  I  will  lay  no  constraint  on 
you.  Pleasant  moments  cannot  last  forever!'  And  some- 
times, after  this  had  been  agreed  to,  he  would  say  :  '  But  can- 
not you  stay  till  Thursday,  then  ?  Come,  one  other  day  of 
it  I'  —  'Well,  since  your  Majesty  does  graciously  press!' 
And  on  Thursday,  not  Wednesday,  on  those  curious  tenni, 
the  visit  would  terminate.  This  trait  is  in  the  Anecdote- 
Books:  but  its  authenticity  does  not  rest  on  that  uncertain 

^  For  one  instance :  The  famous  Pamphlet,  Dt  la  lAti&atun  AlkntamU  (eon- 
taining  his  onslaught  on  Shakspeare,  and  his  first  salutation,  with  the  reTeiw 
of  welcome,  to  Goethe's  GStzvon  Berlichtngen)  ;  — printed,  under  stupid  Thi^ 
bault's  care,  Berlin,  1780.  Stands  now  in  CEuvres  de  Fndiric,  rii.  89-121 
The  last  Pieces  of  all  are  chiefly  MUUary  Imtructkms  ot  a  pnwtioal  or  oOciil 
■atoze. 
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bans ;  singularly  enough,  it  comes  to  me,  indiyidaally,  by  two 
dear  stages,  from  Friedrich's  Sister  the  Duchess  of  Brunswick, 
who^  if  anybody,  would  know  it  well  I "  ^ 

Dinner  with  the  Queen,  —  The  Queen,  a  prudent,  simple* 
minded,  worthy  person,  of  perfect  behavior  in  a  difficult  posi- 
tion, seems  to  have  been  much  respected  in  Berlin  Society  and 
the  Court  Circles.  Nor  was  the  King  wanting  in  the  same  feel- 
ing towards  her;  of  which  there  axe  still  many  proof s :  butasto 
personal  intercourse, — what  a  figure  has  that  gradually  taken  1 
li^uss  says,  citing  those  who  saw :  ^'  When  the  King,  after 
tlie  Stren-Years  War,  now  and  then,  in  Carnival  season,  dined 
witb  the  Queen  in  her  Apartments,  he  usually  said  not  a  word 
to  her.  He  merely,  on  entering,  on  sitting  down  at  table  and 
on  leaving  it,  made  the  customary  bow ;  and  sat  opposite  to 
her.  Once,  in  the  Seventies  [years  1770,  years  now  past],  the 
Queen  was  ill  of  gout;  table  was  in  her  Apartments ;  but  she 
herself  was  not  there,  she  sat  in  an  easy-chair  in  the  drawing* 
room.  On  this  oooasion  the  King  stepped  up  to  the  Queen, 
and  inquired  about  her  health.  The  circumstance  occasioned, 
among  the  company  present,  and  all  over  Town  as  the  news 
spread,  great  wonder  and  sympathy  (  Verunmderung  umd  ThM^ 
makme).  This  is  probably  the  last  time  he  ever  spoke  to 
her."» 

Urn  Two  Grand-Nephews.  — ^  The  King  was  fond  of  chil- 
dren ;  liked  to  have  his  Grand-Nephews  about  him.  One  day, 
while  the  King  sat  at  work  in  his  Cabinet,  the  younger  of  the 
two^  a  boy  of  eight  or  nine  [who  died  soon  after  twenty],  was 
playing  ball  about  the  room ;  and  knocked  it  once  and  again 
into  the  King's  writing  operation ;  who  twice  or  oftener  flung 
it  baek  to  him,  but  next  time  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  went 
on.  '  Please  your  Majesty,  give  it  me  baek  I '  begged  the  Boy; 
and  again  begged:  Majesty  took  no  notioe;  oontinued  writ* 
ing.  Till  at  length  came,  in  the  tone  of  indignation,  'Will 
your  Majesty  give  me  my  ball,  then  ? '    The  King  looked  up ; 


1  Mj  infonnaiit  10  Sir  Geofgv  Stoclmir,  Beraiet,  of  Thuno ;  hii  was  tbe  di*- 
tingvialied  ConntMs  of  flnlater,  atill  remembered  for  her  gBKiM  of  mind 
and  penon,  who  had  been  Maid-of-JBonor  to  the  I>nchoai. 

<  Fnmm^  iw.  1S7. 
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found  the  little  HohenzoUem  planted  firm,  hands  on  haandm, 
and  wearing  quite  a  peremptory  air.  'Thou  art  a  braye  litUe 
fellow ;  they  won't  get  Silesia  out  of  thee  ! '  cried  he  laughing^ 
and  flinging  him  his  ball."  ^ 

Of  the  elder  Prince,  afterwards  Friedrich  Wilhelm  lU 
(Father  of  the  now  King),  there  is  a  much  more  interesting 
Anecdote,  and  of  his  own  reporting  too,  though  the  precise 
terms  are  irrecoverable:  ''How  the  King,  questioning  him 
about  his  bits  of  French  studies,  brought  down  a  La  Fantauu 
from  the  shelves,  and  said,  '  Translate  me  this  Fable ; '  which 
the  Boy  did,  with  such  readiness  and  correctness  as  obtained 
the  King's  praises :  praises  to  an  extent  that  was  embarrassing, 
and  made  the  honest  little  creature  confess,  '  I  did  it  with  my 
Tutor,  a  few  days  since ! '  To  the  Sing's  much  greater  de- 
light; who  led  him  out  to  walk  in  the  Gardens,  and,  in  a 
mood  of  deeper  and  deeper  seriousness,  discoursed  and  ex- 
horted him  on  the  supreme  law  of  truth  and  probity  that  lies 
on  all  men,  and  on  all  Kings  still  more ;  one  of  his  expressions 
being, '  Look  at  this  higb  thing  [the  Obelisk  they  were  pass- 
ing in  the  Gardens],  its  uprightness  is  its  strength  (sa  draitun 
fait  sa  force)  ; '  and  his  final  words,  '  Itemember  this  evening, 
my  good  Fritz ;  perhaps  thou  wilt  think  of  it,  long  after,  when 
I  am  gone.'  As  the  good  Friedrich  Wilhelm  III.  declares 
piously  he  often  did,  in  the  storms  of  fate  that  overtook 
him."» 

Industrial  matters,  that  of  Colonies  especially,  of  drainages, 
embankments,  and  reclaiming  of  waste  lands,  are  a  large  item 
in  the  King's  business,  —  readers  would  not  guess  how  large, 
or  how  incessant.  Under  this  head  there  is  on  record,  and 
even  lies  at  my  hand  translated  into  English,  what  might  be 
called  a  Colonial  Day  with  Friedrich  (Day  of  July  23d,  1779; 
which  Friedrich,  just  come  home  from  the  Bavarian  War,  spent 

1  Fischer,  ii.  445  ("year  1780 "). 

'  R.  F.  Eylert,  CharaJderxQge  und  historische  FragmenU  au»  dem  LAm  dm 
KSnigs  von  Preussen  Friedrich  Wilhelm  III.  (Magdeburg,  1843),  i.  450-456. 
ThiB  18  a  **  King's  Chaplain  and  Bishop  Eyiert : "  nndonbtedlj  he  heard  this 
Anecdote  from  his  Master,  and  was  heard  repeating  it ;  but  the  dialect  his 
Editors  have  pnt  it  into  is  altogether  tawdry,  modem,  and  impossible  to  tak* 
lor  that  of  Friedtich*  or  even,  I  suppose,  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm  IH 
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wholly,  from  5  in  the  morning  onward,  in  driving  about^  in 
earnest  survey  of  his  Colonies  and  Land-Impiovements  in  the 
Potsdam-Buppin  Country) ;  curious  enough  Eecord,  by  a  cer- 
tain Bailiff  or  Overseer,  who  rode  at  his  chariot-side,  of  all  the 
questions,  criticisms  and  remarks  of  Friedrich  on  persons  and 
objects,  till  he  landed  at  Euppin  for  the  night.  Taken  down, 
with  forensic,  ahnost  with  religious  exactitude,  by  the  Bailiff 
in  question ;  a  Nephew  of  the  Poet  Gleim,  —  by  whom  it  was 
published,  the  year  after  Friedrich's  death  ;^  and  by  many 
others  since.  It  is  curiously  authentic,  characteristic  in  parts, 
though  in  its  bald  forensic  style  rather  heavy  reading.  Luck- 
ier, for  most  readers,  that  inexorable  want  of  room  has  ex- 
eluded  it,  on  the  present  occasion!* 

No  reader  adequately  fancies,  or  could  by  any  single  Docu- 
ment be  made  to  do  so,  the  continual  assiduity  of  Eriedrich  in 
regard  to  these  interests  of  his.  The  strictest  Husbandman  is 
not  busier  with  his  Farm,  than  Friedrich  with  his  Kingdom 
throughout; — which  is  indeed  a  Farm  leased  him  by  the 
Heavens ;  in  which  not  a  gate-bar  can  be  broken,  nor  a  stone 
or  sod  roll  into  the  smallest  ditch,  but  it  is  to  his  the  Husband- 
man's damage,  and  must  be  instantly  looked  after.  There  are 
Meetings  with  the  Silesian  manufacturers  (in  Beview  time). 
Dialogues  ensuing,  several  of  which  have  been  preserved; 
strange  to  read,  however  dull.  There  are  many  scattered  evi- 
dences;—  and  only  slowly  does,  not  the  thing  indeed,  but  the 
degree  of  the  thing,  become  fully  credible.  Not  communica- 
ble, on  the  terms  prescribed  us  at  present ;  and  must  be  left 
to  the  languid  fancy,  like  so  much  else. 

Here  is  an  Ocular  View,  here  are  several  such,  which  we  yet 
happily  have,  of  the  actual  Friedrich  as  he  looked  and  lived* 
These,  at  a  cheap  rate,  throw  transiently  some  flare  of  illumi- 
nation over  his  Affairs  and  him :  these  let  me  now  give ;  and 
these  shall  be  alL 

1  !■  in  Awkdolen  wid  Karaktertage,  No.  8  (Berlin,  1787),  pp.  15-79. 
s  Printed  now  (in  Edition  1868,  for  the  first  time),  m  Appmdix  to  this 
Vobime. 
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de  LigWy  after  Ten  Yeare,  sees  Friedrieh  a  Seami 
Time;  and  reporte  tphat  was  eaid. 

In  Summer,  1780,  as  we  mentioned,  Kaiser  Joseph  was  on 
his  first  Visit  to  the  Czarina.  They  met  at  Mohilow  on  the 
Dnieper,  towards  the  end  of  May ;  have  been  roving  about, 
as  if  in  mere  galas  and  amusements  (though  with  a  great  doil 
of  business  incidentally  thrown  in),  for  above  a  month  since, 
when  Prince  de  Ligne  is  summoned  to  join  them  at  Peters- 
burg. He  goes  by  Berlin,  stays  at  Potsdsun  with  Friedrieh  for 
about  a  week;  and  reports  to  Polish  Majesty  these  new  Dift- 
logues  of  1780,  the  year  after  sending  him  those  of  M^^hnitfV 
Neustadt  of  1770,  which  we  read  above.  Those  were  written 
down  from  memory,  in  1785;  these  in  1786,  —  and  '^towards 
the  end  of  it,"  as  is  internally  evident.  Let  these  also  be 
welcome  to  us  on  such  terms  as  there  are. 

'^  Since  your  Majesty  [Quasi-Majesty,  of  Poland]  is  willing 
to  lose  another  quarter  of  an  hour  of  that  time,  which  yon 
employ  so  well  in  gaining  the  love  of  aill  to  whom  you  deign 
to  make  yourself  known,  here  is  my  Second  Interview.  It 
can  be  of  interest  only  to  you,  Sire,  who  have  known  the 
King,  and  who  discover  traits  of  character  in  what  to  another 
are  but  simple  words.  One  finds  in  few  others  that  confi- 
dence, or  at  least  that  kindliness  (bonhomie),  which  charac- 
terizes your  Majesty.  With  you,  one  can  indulge  in  rest; 
but  with  the  King  of  Prussia,  one  had  always  to  be  under 
arms,  prepared  to  parry  and  to  thrust,  and  to  keep  the  due 
middle  between  a  small  attack  and  a  grand  defence.  I  proceed 
to  the  matter  in  hand,  and  shall  speak  to  you  of  him  for  the 
last  time. 

"  He  had  made  me  promise  to  come  to  Berlin.  I  hastened 
thither  directly  after  that  little  War  [Potato-War],  which  he 
called  ^an  action  where  he  had  come  as  bailiff  to  perform  an 
execution.'  The  result  for  him,  as  is  known,  was  a  great 
expense  of  men,  of  horses  and  money;  some  appearance  of 
good  faith  and  disinterestedness;  little  honor  in  the  War;  c 
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little  honesty  in  Policy,  and  muoh  bitterness  against  ns  Ana- 
trians.  The  King  began,  without  knowing  why,  to  prohibit 
Austrian  Officers  from  entering  his  Territories  without  an 
express  order,  signed  by  his  own  hand.  Similar  prohibitioni 
on  the  part  of  our  Court,  against  Prussian  Officers  and  mu- 
tual constraint,  without  profit  or  reason*  I,  for  my  own  part, 
am  of  confident  humor ;  I  thought  I  should  need  no  permis- 
sion, and  I  think  still  I  could  have  done  without  one.  But 
the  desire  of  having  a  Letter  from  the  great  Friedrich,  rather 
than  the  fear  of  being  ill-received,  made  me  write  to  him. 
My  Letter  was  all  on  fire  with  my  enthusiasm,  my  admira- 
tion, and  the  fervor  of  my  sentiment  for  that  sublime  and 
extraordinary  being ;  and  it  brought  me  three  charming  An- 
swers from  him.  He  gave  me,  in  detail,  almost  what  I  had 
given  him  in  the  gross ;  and  what  he  could  not  return  me  in 
admiration,  —  for  I  do  not  remember  to  have  gained  a  battle, 
—he  accorded  me  in  friendship.  For  fear  of  missing,  he  had 
written  to  me  from  Potsdam,  to  Vienna,  to  Dresden,  and  to 
Berlin.  [In  fine,  at  Potsdam  I  was,  Saturday,  9ih  Julf/,  1780, 
waiting  ready;  — stayed  there  about  a  week.] * 

^  Wliile  waiting  for  the  hour  of  12,  with  my  Son  Charles 
and  M.  de  Lille  [Abb^  de  Lille,  prose-writer  of  something  now 
forgotten;  by  no  means  lyrical  De  Lisle,  of  Z/M  Jardini],  to 
be  presented  to  the  King,  I  went  to  look  at  the  Parade ; — and, 
on  its  breaking  up,  was  surrounded,  and  escorted  to  the  Palace, 
by  Austrian  deserters,  and  particularly  from  my  own  regi- 
ment, who  almost  caressed  me,  and  asked  my  pardon  for  hav- 
ing left  me. 

'<  The  hour  of  presentation  struclL  The  King  received  me 
with  an  unspeakable  charm.  The  military  coldness  of  a 
General's  Head-quarters  changed  into  a  soft  and  kindly 
welcome.  He  said  to  me,  'He  did  not  think  I  had  so  big 
a  Son.* 

Ego,  '' '  He  is  even  married,  Sire ;  has  been  so  these  twelve 
months.' 

King.  "'May  I  (aserais^'e)  ask  you  to  whom?'  He  often 
used  this  expression,  '  aserads-je  ; '  aad  also  this :  '  If  you  per- 

^  "Mb  (or  10th)  Jal)r,  17S0"  (Bddtnbeck^iiL  ISS) : ^ Sti^ tUl  ISth.* 
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mit  me  to  have  the  honor  to  tell  you,  Si  vous  me  penuUm 
d^ avoir  Vhonneur  de  vous  dire.* 

Ego.  '< '  To  a  Polish  Lady,  a  Massalska.' 

King  (to  my  Son).  '''What,  a  Massalska?  Do  yon  know 
what  her  Grandmother  did  ? ' 

«'No,  Sire/  said  Charles. 

King,  ^ '  She  put  the  match  to  the  cannon  at  the  Siege  of 
Dantzig  with  her  own  hand ;  ^  she  fired,  and  made  others  fire, 
and  defended  herself,  when  her  party,  who  had  lost  head, 
thought  only  of  surrendering.' 

Ugo.  " '  Women  are  indeed  undefinable ;  strong  and  weak  hj 
turns,  indiscreet,  dissembling,  they  are  capable  of  anything.' 
'  Without  doubt,'  said  M.  de  Lille,  distressed  that  nothing  had 
yet  been  said  to  him,  and  with  a  familiarity  which  was  not 
likely  to  succeed;  'Without  doubt  Look — 'said  he.  The 
King  interrupted  him.  I  cited  some  traits  in  support  of  my 
opinion, — as  that  of  the  woman  Hachette  at  the  Siege  of 
Beauvais.'  The  King  made  a  little  excursion  to  Bome  and 
to  Sparta:  he  liked  to  promenade  there.  After  half  a  sec- 
ond of  silence,  to  please  De  Lille,  I  told  the  King  that  M.  de 
Voltaire  died  in  De  Lille's  arms.  That  caused  the  King  to 
address  some  questions  to  him;  he  answered  in  rather  too 
long-drawn  a  manner,  and  went  away.  Charles  and  I  stayed 
dinner."    This  is  day  first  in  Potsdam. 

"Here,  for  five  hours  daily,  the  King's  encyclopedical  con- 
versation enchanted  me  completely.  Fine  arts,  war,  medi- 
cine, literature  and  religion,  philosophy,  ethics,  history  and 
legislation,  in  turns  passed  in  review.  The  fine  centuries 
of  Augustus  and  of  Louis  XIV.;  good  society  among  the 
Romans,  among  the  Greeks,  among  the  French ;  the  chivalry 
of  Fran9ois  I. ;  the  frankness  and  valor  of  Henri  IV. ;  the 
new-birth  (renaissance)  of  Letters  and  their  revolution  since 
Leo  X. ;  anecdotes  about  the  clever  men  of  other  times,  and 

^  Febroarj,  1 734,  in  poor  StanisLuis  Leczinski's  second  fit  of  RojaUj :  nipii 
▼i.  465. 

*  A.D.  1472 ;  BnrgimdiaiiB  storming  the  wall  had  their  flag  planted ;  flag 
and  flag-bearer  are  hnrled  into  the  ditch  by  Hachette  and  other  ii 
women,  —  with  the  flnest  reanlta. 
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the  trouble  they  give;  M.  de  Voltaire's  slips;  susceptibilities 
of  M.  de  Maupertuis ;  Algarotti's  agreeable  ways ;  &ie  wit  of 
Jordan;  D'Argens's  hypochondria^  whom  the  King  would 
send  to  bed  for  four-and-twenty  hours  by  simply  telling  him 
that  he  looked  ill;  —  and,  in  fine,  what  not?  Everything, 
the  most  varied  and  piquant  that  could  be  said,  came  from 
him,  —  in  a  most  soft  tone  of  voice ;  rather  low  than  other- 
wise, and  no  less  agreeable  than  were  the  movements  of  his 
lips,  which  had  an  inexpressible  grace. 

'<It  was  this,  I  believe,  which  prevented  one's  observing 
that  he  was,  in  fact,  like  Homer's  heroes,  somewhat  of  a 
talker  (un  peu  bahillard),  though  a  sublime  one.  It  is  to  their 
voices,  their  noise  and  gestures,  that  talkers  often  owe  their 
reputation  as  such ;  for  certainly  one  could  not  find  a  greater 
talker  than  the  King ;  but  one  was  delighted  at  his  being  so. 
Accustomed  to  talk  to  Marquis  Lucchesini,  in  the  presence  of 
only  four  or  five  Generals  who  did  not  understand  French, 
he  compensated  in  this  way  for  his  hours  of  labor,  of  study, 
of  meditation  and  solitude.  At  least,  said  I  to  myself^  I  must 
get  in  a  word.    He  had  just  mentioned  VirgiL    I  said :  — 

Ego.  '^' What  a  great  Poet,  Sire;  but  what  a  bad  gardener!' 

King,  ^' '  Ah,  to  whom  do  you  tell  that !  Have  not  I  tried 
to  plant,  sow,  till,  dig,  with  the  Geargics  in  my  hand  ?  ^^  But, 
Monsieur,"  said  my  man,  '^  you  are  a  fool  (bete),  and  your 
Book  no  less ;  it  is  not  in  that  way  one  goes  to  work."  Ah, 
mon  IHeu,  what  a  climate  !  Would  you  believe  it.  Heaven,  or 
the  Sun,  refuse  me  everything  ?  Look  at  my  poor  orange- 
trees,  my  olive-trees,  lemon-trees :  they  are  all  starving.' 

Ego,  " '  It  would  appear,  then,  nothing  but  laurels  flourish 
with  you.  Sire.'  (The  King  gave  me  a  charming  look ;  and 
to  cover  an  inane  observation  by  an  absurd  one,  I  added 
quickly: )  'Besides,  Sire,  there  are  too  many  grenadiers  [means, 
in  French,  pomegranates  as  well  as  grenadiers,  —  peg  of  one's 
little  joke  !  ]  in  this  Country ;  they  eat  up  ererything  1 '  The 
King  burst  out  laughing;  for  it  is  only  afanirdities  that  eMne 
laughter. 

'<  One  day  I  had  turned  a  plate  to  see  of  whit  pmwwiriii* 
wat.    '  Where  do  you  think  it  comes  from  ?' aaksd  liM  X 
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Ego.  ^  *  I  thought  it  was  Saxon ;  but  instead  of  two  sworit 
[the  Saxon  mark],  I  see  only  one^  whioh  is  well  worth  bodi 

of  them.' 

Kinff.  << 'It  is  a  sceptre.' 

Ego.  **'l  beg  your  Majesty's  pardon;  but  it  is  so  much 
like  a  sword,  that  one  could  easily  mistake  it  for  one.'  And 
such  was  really  the  case.  This,  it  is  known,  is  the  mark 
of  the  Berlin  china.  As  the  King  sometimes  played  Emg^ 
and  thought  himself,  sometimes,  extremely  magnificent  while 
taking  up  a  walking-stick  or  snuffbox  with  a  few  wretched 
little  diamonds  running  after  one  another  on  it,  I  don't  quite 
know  whether  he  was  infinitely  pleased  with  my  little  alle- 
gory. 

*'  One  day,  as  I  entered  his  room,  he  came  towards  me,  say- 
ing, 'I  tremble  to  announce  bad  news  to  you.  I  have  just 
heard  that  Prince  Earl  of  Lorraine  is  dying.'  ^  He  looked  tt 
me  to  see  the  effect  this  would  have ;  and  observing  some 
tears  escaping  from  my  eyes,  he,  by  gentlest  transitions, 
changed  the  conversation ;  talked  of  war,  and  of  the  MarMial 
de  Laoy.  He  asked  me  news  about  Lacy ;  and  said,  ^  Thai  is 
a  man  of  the  greatest  merit.  In  former  time.  Count  Mercj 
among  yourselves  [killed,  while  commanding  in  chief,  at  the 
Battle  of  Parma  in  1733],  Puys^gur  among  the  French,  hsd 
some  notions  of  marches  and  encampments ;  one  sees  from 
Hyginus's  Book  [ancient  Book]  on  Castrametation,  that  the 
Greeks  also  were  much  occupied  with  the  subject :  but  yonr 
Marshal  surpasses  the  Ancients,  the  Modems  and  all  ths 
most  famous  men  who  have  meddled  with  it  Thus,  whenever 
he  was  your  Quartermaster-General,  if  you  will  permit  me  to 
make  the  remark  to  you,  I  did  not  gain  the  least  advantage. 
EecoUect  the  two  Campaigns  of  1758  and  1759 ;  you  succeeded 
in  everything.  I  often  said  to  myself,  '  Shall  I  never  get  rid 
of  that  man,  then  ? '  Tou  yourselves  got  me  rid  of  him ;  and 
•—[some  liberal  or  even  profuse  eulogy  of  Lacy,  who  is  De 
Ligne's  friend ;  which  we  can  omit]. 

''Next  day,  the  King,  as   soon  as  he  saw  me,  came  up; 

^  Is  alraadj  dead,  "  at  Brmeels,  July  4th ; "  Duke  of  Sachaen-TwcbeD  aai 
Wife  Chmtine  saccceded  him  as  Joint-Govemon  in  tlioM  parti. 
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saying  with  the  most  penetrated  air :  <  If  you  are  to  learn 
the  loss  of  a  man  who  loved  you,  and  who  did  honor  to  man- 
kindy  it  will  be  better  that  it  be  from  some  one  who  feels 
it  as  deeply  as  I  do.  Poor  Prince  Karl  is  no  more.  OtlierSy 
perhaps,  are  made  to  replace  him  in  your  heart;  but  few 
Prinoes  will  replace  him  with  regard  to  the  beauty  of  his  soul 
and  to  all  his  virtues.'  In  saying  this,  his  emotion  became 
extreme.  I  said :  <  Your  Majesty's  regrets  are  a  consolation ; 
and  you  did  not  wait  for  his  death  to  speak  well  of  him. 
There  are  fine  verses  with  reference  to  him  in  the  Poem,  Sur 
VArt  de  la  Guerre.'  My  emotion  troubled  me  against  my  will  \ 
however,  I  repeated  them  to  him.^  The  Man  of  Letters  snemed 
to  appreciate  my  knowing  them  by  heart. 

Kinff.  <<  'His  passage  of  the  Rhine  was  a  very  fine  thing;-* 
but  the  poor  Prince  depended  upon  so  many  people  I  I  never 
depended  upon  anybody  bat  myself ;  sometimes  loo  much  so 
for  my  luck.  He  was  badly  served,  not  too  well  obeyed: 
neither  the  <me  nor  the  other  ever  was  the  esse  with  me,  '— 
Your  General  Nadasti  appeared  to  me  a  great  Offneral  of 
Cavalry?'  Not  sharing  the  King's  opinion  on  this  poiiity  I 
contented  myself  with  saying,  that  Nadasti  was  very  brilliaot* 
very  fine  at  musketry,  and  that  be  coold  have  led  his  knssars 
to  the  world's  end  and  fsTther  (dans  femfir),  so  well  did  be 
know  how  to  animate  them. 

Em^.  ^  *  What  has  become  of  a  brave  Colonel  who  played 
tike  devQ  at  Bossbaeh  ?  Ah,  it  was  the  Marqnis  de  Vogkera, 
I  think?— Yea,  that's  it;  for  I  asked  his  name  after  the 


<"<  He  is  General  of  Cavalry/ 
Km^^^P^trdif   It  needed  a  <»Miderab1e  sinniaeh  for  fight, 
to  ckarge  fiks  jmsr  Two  Bei^iiaentR  of  Cniraseiers  ther#i,  and, 
I  believe^  year  Hnssars  also:  for  the  Rattle  was  kMt  before  it 


^  *  Smtim  da  mm  rivnmx,  Sfim  appm  4^  ta  f^im, 
Ckmim,  tfisn  mtmmi  mmrd  /iff  r  /-r>>  //^  f*t  hnin^ 
Etfom  ^i?«r "  .  .  .  (fbr  emmnntc  nYn^  Rhfn«4  in  1744) :  Urn  ftfOmf 
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Ego.  '^'Apropos  of  M.  de  Voghera,  is  your  Majesty  awaro 
of  a  little  thing  he  did  before  charging  ?  He  is  a  boiling,  rest- 
less, ever-eager  kind  of  man ;  and  has  something  of  the  good 
old  Chivalry  style.  Seeing  that  his  Regiment  would  not 
arrive  quick  enough,  he  galloped  ahead  of  it ;  and  coming  up 
to  the  Commander  of  the  Prussian  Regiment  of  Cavalry  which 
he  meant  to  attack,  he  saluted  hiwi  as  on  parade ;  the  other 
returned  the  salute ;  and  then,  Have  at  each  other  like  mad- 


men.' 


King.  " '  A  very  good  style  it  is  I  I  should  like  to  know 
that  man;  I  would  thank  him  for  it. — Your  General  yon 
Ried,  then,  had  got  the  devil  in  him,  that  time  at  Eilenbnrg 
[spurt  of  fight  there^  in  the  Meissen  regions,  I  think  in  Year 
1758,  when  the  D'Ahremberg  Dragoons  got  so  cut  up],  to  let 
those  brave  Dragoons,  who  so  long  bore  your  Name  with  glory, 
advance  between  Three  of  my  Columns  ? ' — He  had  asked  me 
the  same  question  at  the  Camp  of  Neustadt  ten  years  since; 
and  in  vain  had  I  told  him  that  it  was  not  M.  de  Ried;  that 
Ried  did  not  command  them  at  all ;  and  that  the  fault  was 
Mar^chal  Daun's,  who  ought  not  to  have  sent  them  into  that 
Wood  of  Eilenburg,  still  less  ordered  them  to  halt  there  with- 
out even  sending  a  patrol  forward.  The  King  could  not  bear 
our  General  von  Ried,  who  had  much  displeased  him  as  Minis- 
ter at  Berlin ;  and  it  was  his  way  to  put  down  everything  to 
the  account  of  people  he  disliked. 

King.  "'When  I  think  of  those  devils  of  Saxon  Camps 
[Summer,  1760],  —  they  were  unattackable  citadels  !  If,  at 
Torgau,  M.  de  Lacy  had  still  been  Quartermaster-Greneral,  I 
should  not  have  attempted  to  attack  him.  But  there  I  saw  at 
once  the  Camp  was  ill  chosen.' 

Ego.  " '  The  superior  reputation  of  Camps  sometimes  causes 
a  desire  to  attempt  them.  For  instance,  I  ask  your  Majesty's 
pardon,  but  I  have  always  thought  you  would  at  last  have 
attempted  that  of  Plauen,  had  the  War  continued.' 

King.  "  *  Oh,  no,  indeed  I    There  was  no  way  of  taking  that 


one.' 


Ego.  "  ^Does  n't  your  Majesty  think  :  With  a  good  battery 
on  the  heights  of  Dolschen,  which  commanded  us ;  with  soma 
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battalions,  ranked  behind  each  other  in  the  Ravine,  attacking 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  daybreak  [and  so  forth,  at  some 
length, — excellent  for  soldier  readers  who  know  the  Plauen 
Chasm],  you  could  have  flung  us  out  of  that  almost  impregna- 
ble Place  of  Refuge  ? ' 

King,  "  *  And  your  battery  on  the  Windberg,  which  would 
have  scourged  my  poor  battalions,  all  the  while,  in  your 
Bavine?' 

Ego.  « *  But,  Sire,  the  night  ? ' 

King,  ^  *  Oh,  you  could  not  miss  us  even  by  grope.  That 
big  hollow  that  goes  from  Burg,  and  even  from  Potschappel, 
—  it  would  have  poured  like  a  water-spout  [or  fire-spout]  over 
us.    You  see,  I  am  not  so  brave  as  you  think.' 


**  The  Kaiser  had  set  out  for  his  Interview  [First 
and  indeed  it  is  now  more  than  half  done,  a  good  six  weeks  of 
it  gone]  with  the  Czarina  of  Russia.  That  Interview  the  King 
did  not  like  [no  wonder] : — and,  to  undo  the  good  it  had  done 
us,  he  directly,  and  very  unskilfully,  sent  the  Priikoe  Royal  to 
Petersburg  [who  had  not  the  least  success  there,  loutish  fellow, 
and  was  openly  snubbed  by  a  Czarina  gone  into  new  eouTses^. 
His  Majesty  already  doubted  that  the  Court  of  Rsssia  inti 
about  to  escape  him :  —  and  I  was  dying  of  fear  litsz^  in  zbe 
middle  of  all  his  kindnesses,  he  should  rtmtiLbisi  Thss.  I  iras 
an  Austrian.  'What,'  said  I  to  myself,  *»?(  a  g^^V  eccpxm 
on  us,  or  on  oar  Master  ?    What  a  change !  * 

**  One  day,  at  dinner,  babbling  Pinto  said  lio  ibf-  jisssm  si- 
ting next  him, '  This  Kaiser  is  a  great  trartHer ;  latere-  2iri<Er 
was  one  who  went  so  far.'  '  I  ask  jcmr  pLnkoL  Micxshizz.' 
said  the  King;  'Charles  Fifth  went  tc<  Airiea:  Lc-  clzzm^L  liie 
Battle  of  Otul'  And,  turning  towards  me.  —  whc-  ociLifx'^ 
guess  wheiber  it  was  banter  or  only  Listionr.  —  *TLis  xanbT 
said  he,  'die  Kaiser  is  more  fortnnatie  t3uzi  C&uail«'  TvpeQdfti; 
like  Chazki,  he  entered  Russia  by  Mohiknr;  but  iK 
me  ke  will  azdre  at  Moscow.' 

'^The  nae  Pinto,  one  day,  undeislazk&ig  iSie 
a  loM  whoM  to  acBid  as  Foreign  ^^J^^****- 
Um:  'Whj  does  not  your 
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who  is  a  man  of  much  brilliancy  (hamme  ePesprit)  ? '  'It  is  for 
that  very  reason/  answered  the  King,  '  that  I  want  to  keep 
him.  I  had  rather  send  yon  than  him,  or  a  dull  fellow  like 
Monsieor — '  I  forget  whom,  but  believe  it  is  one  whom  he 
did  appoint  Minister  somewhere. 

'^  M.  de  Lncohesini,  by  the  charm  of  his  oonversationy  bfooght 
out  that  of  the  King's.  He  knew  what  topics  were  agreeable 
to  the  King ;  and  then,  he  knew  how  to  listen ;  which  is  not 
so  easy  as  one  thinks,  and  which  no  stnpid  man  was  ever  capa- 
ble of.  He  was  as  agreeable  to  everybody  aa  to  his  Majesty, 
by  his  seductive  manners  and  by  the  graces  of  hia  mind.  Pinto, 
who  had  nothing  to  risk,  permitted  himself  everything.  Says 
he :  '  Ask  the  Austrian  General,  Sire,  all  he  saw  me  do  wban 
in  the  service  of  the  Kaiser.' 

Ego.  ***A  fire-work  at  my  Wedding,  was  n't  that  it,  mj 
dear  Pinto  ? ' 

King  (interrupting).  '' '  Do  me  the  honor  to  aay  whethm  it 
was  successful  ? ' 

Bgo.  "''No,  Sire;  it  even  alarmed  all  my  lelatioos,  who 
thought  it  a  bad  omen.  Monsieur  the  Major  here  had  atrack 
out  the  idea  of  joining  Two  flaming  Hearts,  a  very  novel 
image  of  a  married  couple.  But  the  groove  they  were  to  slide 
on,  and  meet,  gave  way :  my  Wife's  heart  went,  and  mine  re- 
mained.' 

King.  "  *  You  see,  Pinto,  you  were  not  good  for  much  to 
those  people,  any  more  than  to  me.' 

Kgo.  " '  Oh,  Sire,  your  Majesty,  since  then,  owes  him  some 
compensation  for  the  sabre-cuts  he  had  on  his  head.' 

King.  "  *  He  gets  but  too  much  compensation.  Pinto,  did  nt 
I  send  you  yesterday  some  of  my  good  Preussen  honey  ? ' 

Pinto.  "*0b,  surely;  —  it  was  to  make  the  thing  knowiL 
If  your  Majesty  could  bring  that  into  vogue,  and  sell  it  all, 
you  would  be  the  greatest  Eling  in  the  world.  For  your  King 
dom  produces  only  that ;  but  of  that  there  is  plenty.' 

"  *  Do  you  know,'  said  the  King,  one  day,  to  me,  —  *  Do  yoa 
know  that  the  first  soldiering  I  did  was  for  the  House  of 
Austria?  Mon  Dieu,  how  the  time  passes!'— > He  had  a 
way  of  slowly  bringing  his  hands  together,  in  ejaculatiiitr 
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tbete  ifcm-Dieitf,  which  gave  him  quite  a  good-natured  ami 
extiemelj  mild  air. —  'Do  you  know  that  I  saw  the  glittering 
of  the  last  rays  of  Prince  Eugen's  genius  ? ' 

Ego.  ^^  Perhaps  it  was  at  these  rays  that  your  Majesty  *s 
genius  lit  itself.' 

King.  "  *  Eh^  man  Dieu  /  who  could  equal  the  Prince  Eugen  ?  * 

Ego.  '' '  He  who  excels  him ;  —  for  instance,  he  who  oouhl 
win  Twelve  Battles!' — ^"He  put  on  his  modest  air.  1  have 
always  said,  it  is  easy  to  be  modest,  if  you  are  in  funds.  He 
seemed  as  though  he  had  not  understood  mo,  and  said :  — 

King.  "  *  When  the  cabal  which,  during  forty  years,  the  Prince 
had  always  had  to  struggle  with  in  his  Army,  were  plotting  mis* 
chief  on  him,  they  used  to  take  advantage  of  the  evening  timei 
when  his  spirits,  brisk  enough  in  the  morning,  were  jaile/l  bjr 
the  fatigues  of  the  day.  It  was  thus  they  persuaded  him  io 
undertake  his  bad  March  on  Mainz '  [March  not  known  to  me  J. 

Ego.  ^'^Begarding  yourself,  Sire,  and  the  Bhine  Catapsign, 
you  teach  me  nothing.  I  know  everything  your  Majesty  did, 
and  even  what  you  said.  I  could  relate  to  yon  your  Jr/umeys 
to  Strasburg^  to  Holland,  and  what  passed  in  a  certain  Boat. 
Apropos  of  this  Bhine  Campaign,  one  of  onr  old  Generals, 
whom  I  often  set  talking,  as  one  resAn  an  old  Mannv;ript,  has 
told  me  how  astonished  he  was  to  see  a  yorjog  Pmssian  ^^eer, 
whom  he  did  not  know,  answering  a  General  f/f  the  late  K  ing, 
who  had  given  out  the  order,  Not  to  ffo  t^Vftmi^n^:  '^  And  f. 
Sir,  I  order  joa  to  go;  our  Army  needs  it;  in  sh^/rt,  f  wHI 
have  it  do  (J4  U  wewz) !  —  " ' 

King.  ^ '  Ton  look  at  me  too  miv.h  from  the  favoral'fie  side ; 
Ask  these  Gentlemen  abont  mj  humors  and  my  eapriees^ 
they  win  teU  yoa  fine  things  of  me.' 

''We  got  talking  of  some  Ani»/v1o^^^  vhmh  are  ^/>n<iigDed  f/v^ 
or  concealed  in,  r^ertain  oi^««ieiir<*  fW>k»4.     - 1  have  Y^^n  mu'h 
amnaed,'  said  I  U)  the  King,  ^  with  the  big  /«Ar^o  of  H^tfMn,  tni*^ 
or  filae,  written  by  French   R^fntreeii,  vrlii/rb  ^rhayi^  A.f^  nn 
known  in  France  ;t««lf."     fr>!'<'»/mr-4^««  *  iiui*?  ofi  thin  miWji*^'*.  j 

tSng.  *"WhprF*  iid  yon   itwU  iip  .ill  f.h«'Mf  \\u**  *M  ri«/*/'H 
Then  wonld  amiue  rttf.  on  fii  <*v«*tiirig  ^  ttflf^r  Khuu  f.he  f'/tu^*'f' 
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sation  of  my  Doctor  of  the  Sorbonne  [one  Peyrao,  a  wane 
creature,  not  otherwise  of  the  least  interest  to  ua},^  whom  I 
have  here,  and  whom  I  am  trying  to  convert' 

Uffo.  "'1  found  them  all  in  a  Bohemian  Library,  where  I 
sat  diverting  myself  for  two  Winters.' 

King.  "'How,  then?  Two  Winters  in  Bohemia  ?  What  the 
devil  were  you  doing  there !    Is  it  long  since  ? ' 

Ego.  "*No,  Sire ;  only  a  year  or  two  [Potato-War  time] !  I 
had  retired  thither  to  read  at  my  ease.'  —  He  smiled,  and 
seemed  to  appreciate  my  not  mentioning  the  little  War  of 
1778,  and  saving  him  any  speech  about  it.  He  saw  well 
enough  that  my  Winter-quarters  had  been  in  Bohemia  on 
that  occasion;  and  was  satisfied  with  my  reticence.  Being 
an  old  sorcerer,  who  guessed  ever3rthing,  and  whose  tact  was 
the  finest  ever  known,  he  discovered  that  I  did  not  wish  to 
tell  him  I  found  Berlin  changed  since  I  had  last  been  there. 
I  took  care  not  to  remind  him  that  I  was  at  the  capturing  of  it 
in  1760,  under  M.  de  Lacy's  orders  [M.  de  Lacy's  indeed  !].— 
It  was  for  having  spoken  of  the  first  capture  of  Berlin,  bj 
Marshal  Haddick  [highly  temporary  as  it  was,  and  followed  by 
Eossbach],  that  the  King  had  taken  a  dislike  to  M.  de  Bied. 

"Apropos  of  the  Doctor  of  the  Sorbonne  [uninteresting Pey- 
rau]  with  whom  he  daily  disputed,  the  King  said  to  me  once, 

*  Get  me  a  Bishopric  for  him.'     '  I  don't  think,'  answered  I, 

*  that  my  recommendation,  or  that  of  your  Majesty,  could  be 
useful  to  him  with  us.'  *  Ah,  truly  no ! '  said  the  Kbig:  *  Well, 
I  will  write  to  the  Czarina  of  Russia  for  this  poor  devil ;  he 
does  begin  to  bore  me.  He  holds  out  as  Jansenist,  forsooth. 
Mon  Dieu,  what  blockheads  the  present  Jansenists  are !  But 
France  should  not  have  extinguished  that  nursery  {foyer)  of 
their  genius,  that  Port  Roysl,  extravagant  as  it  was.  Indeed, 
one  ought  to  destroy  nothing !  Why  have  they  destroyed,  too, 
the  Depositaries  of  the  graces  of  Home  and  of  Athens,  those 
excellent  Professors  of  the  Humanities,  and  perhaps  of  Hu- 
manity, the  Ex-Jesuit  Fathers  ?  Education  will  be  the  loser 
by  it.    But  as  my  Brothers  the  Kings,  most  Catholic,  most 

1  Nicolai,  AndcdoUn,  ii  133  n. 
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Christian^  most  Faithful  and  Apostolic,  have  tumbled  them, 
out,  I,  most  Heretical,  pick  up  as  many  as  I  can ;  and  perhaps, 
one  day,  I  shall  be  courted  for  the  sake  of  them  by  those  who 
want  some.  I  preserve  the  breed :  I  said,  counting  my  stock 
the  other  day,  ^'  A  Rector  like  you,  my  Father,  I  could  easily 
sell  for  300  thalers ;  you.  Reverend  Father  Provincial,  for  600 ; 
and  so  the  rest,  in  proportion.''  When  one  is  not  rich,  one 
makes  speculations.' 

'^From  want  of  memory,  and  of  opportunities  to  see  oft- 
ener  and  longer  the  Greatest  Man  that  ever  existed  [Oh,  mon 
Prince  /],  I  am  obliged  to  stop.  There  is  not  a  word  in  all 
this  but  was  his  own;  and  those  who  have  seen  him  will 
recognize  his  manner.  All  I  want  is,  to  make  him  known  to 
those  who  have  not  had  the  happiness  to  see  him.  His  eyes 
are  too  hard  in  the  Portraits :  by  work  in  the  Cabinet,  and  the 
hardships  of  War,  they  had  become  intense,  and  of  piercing 
quality ;  but  they  softened  finely  in  hearing,  or  telling,  some 
trait  of  nobleness  or  sensibility.  Till  his  death,  and  but  quite 
shortly  before  it,  —  notwithstanding  many  levities  which  he 
knew  I  had  allowed  myself,  both  in  speaking  and  writing,  and 
which  he  surely  attributed  only  to  my  duty  as  opposed  to  my 
interest,  — he  deigned  to  honor  me  with  marks  of  his  remem- 
brance; and  has  often  commissioned  his  Ministers,  at  Paris 
and  at  Vienna,  to  assure  me  of  his  good-wilL 

^  I  no  longer  believe  in  earthquakes  and  eclipses  at  Gssar's 
death,  since  there  has  been  nothing  of  such  at  that  of  Friedrich 
the  Great.  I  know  not.  Sire,  whether  great  phenomena  of 
Nature  will  announce  the  day  when  you  shall  cease  to  reign 
[great  phenomena  must  be  very  idle  if  they  do,  your  High- 
ness !]  — but  it  is  a  phenomenon  in  the  world,  that  of  a  King 
who  rules  a  Republic  by  making  himself  obeyed  and  respected 
for  his  own  sake,  as  much  as  by  his  rights  "  (Hear,  hear).^ 

Prince  de  Ligne  thereupon  hurries  off  for  Petersburg,  and  the 
final  Section  of  his  Kaiser's  Visit.  An  errand  of  his  own,  too, 
tbe  Prince  had, — about  his  new  Daughter-in-law  MaAsalska, 

1  Prince  de  ligne,  Mimoiret  a  Miiangm,  i.  8a-4a 
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and  claims  of  extensive  Polish  Properties  belonging  to  bet. 
He  was  the  charm  of  Petersburg  and  the  Czarina ;  bat  of  the 
Massalska  Properties  could  retrieve  nothing  whatever.  The 
munificent  Czarina  gave  him  ^'  a  beautiful  Territory  in  the 
Criniy"  instead ;  and  invited  him  to  come  and  see  it  with  her, 
on  his  Kaiser^s  next  Visit  (1787,  the  aquatic  Visit  and  the 
highly  scenic).  Which  it  is  well  known  the  Prince  did ;  and 
has  put  on  record,  in  his  pleasant,  not  untrue,  though  vagne, 
high-colored  and  fantastic  way,  —  if  it  or  he  at  all  concerned 
us  farther. 

How  General  van  der  Marwitz^  in  early  Boyhoodj  %aw 
Friedrich  the  Great  Three  Times  (1782-1785). 

Oeneral  von  der  Marwitz,  who  died  not  many  years  ago, 
is  of  the  old  Marwitz  kindred,  several  of  whom  we  have 
known  for  their  rugged  honesties,  genialities  and  peculiar 
ways.  This  General,  it  appears,  had  left  a  kind  of  Autobiog- 
raphy ;  which  friends  of  his  thought  might  be  useful  to  the 
Prussian  Public,  after  those  Radical  distractions  which  burst 
out  in  1848  and  onwards ;  and  a  first  Volume  of  the  Marwiit 
Fosthumous  Papers  was  printed  accordingly,*  —  whether  any 
more  I  have  not  heard ;  though  I  found  this  first  Volume  an 
excellent  substantial  bit  of  reading;  and  the  Author  a  fine 
old  Prussian  Gentleman,  very  analogous  in  his  structure  to 
the  fine  old  English  ditto ;  who  showed  me  the  per-contra  side 
of  this  and  the  other  much-celebrated  modem  Prussian  person 
and  thing,  Prince  Hardenberg,  Johannes  von  Mtiller  and  the 
like ;  —  and  yielded  more  especially  the  following  Three  Remi- 
niscences of  Friedrich,  beautiful  little  Pictures,  bathed  in 
morning  light,  and  evidently  true  to  the  life :  — 

1^  June,  1782  or  1783.  "  The  first  time  I  saw  him  was  in 
1782  (or  it  might  be  1783,  in  my  sixth  year),"  middle  of  June, 
whichever  year,  "  as  he  was  returning  from  his  Annual  Review 
in  Preussen  [  ^e«f-Preussen,  never  revisits  the  Konigsberg 
region],  and  stopped  to  change  horses  at  Dolgelin."  Dolgelin 
is  in  Miillrose  Country,  westward  of  Frankfurt-on-Oder;  our 

1  Nachlass  eUs  General  vam  der  MarwitM  (Berlin,  1S52),  1  toL  8?a 
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Marwitz  Sohloss  not  far  from  it.  ^'  I  had  been  sent  with  Mam« 
sell  B^n^zet,"  my  French  Groyemess;  ''and,  along  with  the 
Clergyman  of  Dolgelin,  we  waited  for  the  King. 

''The  King,  on  his  journeys,  generally  preferred,  whether 
at  mid-day  or  for  the  night,  to  halt  in  some  Country  place,  and 
at  the  Parsonages  most  of  all ;  probably  because  he  was  quieter 
there  than  in  the  Towns.  To  the  Clergyman  this  was  always 
a  pieoe  of  luck ;  not  only  because,  if  he  pleased  the  King,  he 
might  chance  to  get  promoted;  but  because  he  was  sure  of 
profitable  payment,  at  any  rate ;  the  King  always  ordering  50 
thalers  [say  10  guineas]  for  his  noon  halt,  and  for  his  night's 
lodging  100.  The  little  that  the  King  ate  was  paid  for  over 
and  above.  It  is  true,  his  Suite  expected  to  be  well  treated ; 
but  this  consisted  only  of  one  or  two  individuals.  Now,  the 
King  had  been  wont  almost  always,  on  these  journeys  home- 
wards, to  pass  the  last  night  of  his  expedition  with  the  Cler- 
gyman of  Dolgelin;  and  had  done  so  last  year,  with  this 
present  one  who  was  then  just  installed;  with  him,  as  with 
his  predecessor,  the  King  had  talked  kindly,  and  the  100 
thalers  were  duly  remembered.  Our  good  Parson  flattered 
himself,  therefore,  that  this  time  too  the  same  would  happen ; 
and  he  had  made  all  preparations  accordingly. 

**  So  we  waited  there,  and  a  crowd  of  people  with  us.  The 
team  of  horses  stood  all  ready  (peasants'  horses,  poor  little 
oats  of  things,  but  the  best  that  could  be  picked,  for  there 
were  then  no  post-horses  that  could  run  fast) ;  —  the  country- 
fellows  that  were  to  ride  postilion  all  decked,  and  ten  head  of 
horses  for  the  King's  coach :  wheelers,  four,  which  the  coach- 
man drove  from  his  box ;  then  two  successive  pairs  before,  on 
each  pair  a  postilion-peasant ;  and  upon  the  third  pair,  foremost 
of  all,  the  Eling's  outriders  were  to  go. 

^And  now,  at  last,  came  the  Feldjdger  [Chacer,  Hunting- 
groom],  with  his  big  whip,  on  a  peasant's  horse,  a  peasant 
with  him  as  attendant.  All  blazing  with  heat,  he  dismounted ; 
said.  The  King  would  be  here  in  five  minutes ;  looked  at  the 
relays,  and  the  fellows  with  the  water-buckets,  who  were  to 
splash  the  wheels ;  gulped  down  a  quart  of  beer ;  and  so,  his 
saddle  in  the  interim  having  been  fixed  on  another  horse, 
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sprang  up  again^  and  off  at  a  gallop.  The  King,  then,  was  aoC 
to  stay  in  Dolgelin!  Soon  came  the  Page,  mounted  in  like 
style ;  a  youth  of  17  or  18 ;  utterly  exhausted ;  had  to  be  lifted 
down  from  his  horse,  and  again  helped  upon  the  fresh  one, 
being  scarcely  able  to  stand ;  —  and  close  on  the  rear  of  him 
arrived  the  King.  He  was  sitting  alone  in  an  old-fashioned 
glass-coach,  what  they  call  a  vts-a-vis  (a  narrow  carriage,  two 
seats  fore  and  aft,  and  on  each  of  them  room  for  only  one 
person).  The  coach  was  very  long,  like  all  the  old  carriages 
of  that  time ;  between  the  driver's  box  and  the  body  of  the 
coach  was  a  space  of  at  least  four  feet ;  the  body  itself  was 
of  pear-shape,  peaked  below  and  bellied  out  above ;  hung  on 
straps,  with  rolled  knuckles  [windm],  did  not  rest  on  springs; 
two  beams,  connecting  fore  wheels  and  hind,  ran  not  under  the 
body  of  the  coach,  but  along  the  sides  of  it,  the  hind-wheels 
following  with  a  goodly  interval. 

"  The  carriage  drew  up ;  and  the  King  said  to  his  coachman 
[the  far-famed  Pf und]  :  '  Is  this  Dolgelin  ? '  *  Yes,  your  Maj- 
esty I '  —  'I  stay  here.'  *  No,'  said  Pfund ;  *  The  sun  is  not 
down  yet.  We  can  get  on  very  well  to  Miinoheberg  to-night 
[ten  miles  ahead,  and  a  Town  too,  perfidious  Pfund!] — and 
then  to-morrow  we  are  much  earlier  in  Potsdam.'  'iVo,  Aw, — 
well,  if  it  must  be  so  ! '  — 

''And  therewith  they  set  to  changing  horses.  The  peasants 
who  were  standing  far  off,  quite  silent,  with  reverently  bared 
heads,  came  softly  nearer,  and  looked  eagerly  at  the  King. 
An  old  Gingerbread-woman  (Semmelfrau)  of  Lebbenichen  [al- 
ways knew  her  afterwards]  took  me  in  her  arm,  and  held  me 
aloft  close  to  the  coach-window.  I  was  now  at  farthest  an  ell 
from  the  King;  and  I  felt  as  if  I  were  looking  in  the  face  of 
God  Almighty  (es  war  mir  als  ob  ich  den  lieben  Gott  ansdhe). 
He  was  gazing  steadily  out  before  him,"  into  the  glowing 
West,  "  through  the  front  window.  He  had  on  an  old  three- 
cornered  regimental  hat,  and  had  put  the  hindward  straight 
flap  of  it  foremost,  undoing  the  loop,  so  that  this  flap  hung 
down  in  front,  and  screened  him  from  the  sun.  The  hat- 
strings  (Hut-cordons,''  trimmings  of  silver  or  gold  cord)  "  had 
got  torn  loose,  and  were  fluttering  about  on  this  down-hanging 
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front  flap;  the  white  feather  in  the  hat  was  tattered  and 
dirty ;  the  plain  blue  unif orm^  with  red  cuffs,  red  collar  and 
gold  shoulder-bands  [epaulettes  without  bush  at  the  end],  was 
old  and  dusty,  the  yellow  waistcoat  covered  with  snuff;  — for 
the  rest,  he  had  black-velvet  breeches  [and,  of  course,  the 
perpetual  boots,  of  which  he  would  allow  no  polishing  or  black- 
ing, still  less  any  change  for  new  ones  while  they  would  hang 
together].  I  thought  always  he  would  speak  to  me.  The  old 
woman  could  not  long  hold  me  up ;  and  so  she  set  me  down 
again.  Then  the  King  looked  at  the  Clergyman,  beckoned 
him  near,  and  asked.  Whose  child  it  was  ?  '  Herr  von  Mar- 
witz  of  Friedersdorf  s.'  —  *  Is  that  the  General  ? '  *  No,  the 
Chamberlain.'  The  King  made  no  answer :  he  could  not  bear 
Chamberlains,  whom  he  considered  as  idle  fellows.  The  new 
horses  were  yoked;  away  they  went.  All  day  the  peasants 
had  been  talking  of  the  King,  how  he  would  bring  this  and 
that  into  order,  and  pull  everybody  over  the  coals  who  was 
not  agreeable  to  them. 

'^  Afterwards  it  turned  out  that  all  Clerg3rmen  were  in  the 
habit  of  giving  10  thalers  to  the  coachman  Pfund,  when  the 
King  lodged  with  them:  the  former  Clergyman  of  Dolgelin 
had  regularly  done  it ;  but  the  new  one,  knowing  nothing  of 
the  custom,  had  omitted  it  last  year;  —  and  that  was  the 
reason  why  the  fellow  had  so  pushed  along  all  day  that  he 
could  pass  Dolgelin  before  sunset,  and  get  his  10  thalers  in 
Mdncheberg  from  the  BUrgermeister  there." 

2^.  Januaryy  1785.  "  The  second  time  I  saw  the  King  was 
at  the  Carnival  of  Berlin  in  1785.  I  had  gone  with  my  Tutor 
to  a  Cousin  of  mine  who  was  a  Hofdame  (Dame  de  Cour)  to 
the  Princess  Henri,  and  lived  accordingly  in  the  Prince-Henri 
Palace,  —  which  is  now,  in  our  days,  become  the  University ; 
— her  Apartments  were  in  the  third  story,  and  looked  out  into 
the  garden.  As  we  were  ascending  the  great  stairs,  there 
came  dashing  past  us  a  little  old  man  with  staring  eyes,  jump- 
ing down  three  steps  at  a  time.  My  Tutor  said,  in  astonish- 
ment, '  That  is  Prince  Henri ! '  We  now  stept  into  a  windovr 
of  the  first  story,  and  looked  out  to  see  what  the  little  J 
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had  meant  by  those  swift  boundings  of  his.     And  k^  then 
oame  the  King  in  his  carriage  to  visit  him. 

'^  Friedrich  the  Second  never  drove  in  Potsdam,  exoepi  wha 
on  journeys,  but  constantly  rode.  He  seemed  to  think  it  t 
disgrace,  and  unworthy  of  a  Soldier,  to  go  in  a  oarriage :  tltiu» 
when  in  the  last  Autumn  of  his  life  (this  very  1796)  he  was  so 
unwell  in  the  windy  Sans-Souci  (where  there  were  no  stofst, 
but  only  hearth-fires),  that  it  became  necessary  to  remore  tt> 
the  Schloss  in  Potsdam,  he  could  not  determine  to  drive  thither, 
but  kept  hoping  from  day  to  day  for  so  much  improvement  as 
might  allow  him  to  ride.  As  no  improvement  oame,  and  the 
weather  grew  ever  colder,  he  at  length  decided  to  go  over 
tmder  cloud  of  darkness,  in  a  sedan-chair,  that  nobody  might 
notice  him.  —  So  likewise  during  the  Beviews  at  Berlin  or 
Charlottenburg  he  appeared  always  on  horseback :  bat  dnring 
the  Carnival  in  Berlin,  where  he  usually  stayed  four  weeks,  he 
drove,  and  this  always  in  Boyal  pomp,  —  thus :  — 

'<  Ahead  went  eight  nmners  with  their  staves,  plumed  caps 
and  runner-aprons  [^Ldu/er^chUrzey  whatever  these  aie],  in 
two  rows.  As  these  runners  were  never  used  for  anjrthing  ei- 
oept  this  show,  the  office  was  a  kind  of  post  for  Invalids  of 
the  Life-guard.  A  consequence  of  which  was,  that  the  King 
always  had  to  go  at  a  slow  pace.  His  courses,  however,  were 
no  other  than  from  the  Schloss  to  the  Opera  twice  a  week; 
and  during  his  whole  residence,  one  or  two  times  to  Prinee 
Henri  and  the  Princess  Amelia  [once  always,  too,  to  dine  with 
his  Wife,  to  whom  he  did  not  speak  one  word,  but  merely 
bowed  at  beginning  and  ending !  ].  After  this  the  runners 
rested  again  for  a  year.  Behind  them  came  the  Boyal  Gairiigei 
with  a  team  of  eight ;  eighz  windows  roimd  it ;  the  horses  with 
old-fashioned  harness,  and  plumes  on  their  heads.  Coachman 
and  outriders  all  in  the  then  Boyal  livery,  —  blue ;  the  collar, 
cuffs,  pockets,  and  all  seams,  trimmed  with  a  stripe  of  red 
cloth,  and  this  bound  on  both  sides  with  small  gold-cord ;  the 
general  effect  of  which  was  very  good.  In  the  four  boots 
{Xehentritten)  of  the  coach  stood  four  Pages,  red  with  gold,  in 
silk  stockings,  feather-hats  (crown  all  covered  with  feathers), 
but  not  having  plumes ;  — the  valet*o  boot  behind,  empty;  and 
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to  the  rear  of  it,  down  below,  where  one  mounts  to  the  Talet't 
boot  [^Bedientmirtritty  what  is  now  become  /bot-board^f  stood  a 
groom  {StaZUcnecht).  Thus  came  tlie  King,  moving  slowly 
along;  and  entered  through  the  portal  of  the  Palaoe.  We 
looked  down  from  the  window  in  the  stairs.  Prince  Henri 
stood  at  the  carriage-door;  the  pages  opened  it,  the  King 
stepped  out,  saluted  his  Brother,  took  him  by  the  hand,  walked 
upstairs  with  him,  and  thus  the  two  passed  near  us  (we  retiring 
upstairs  to  the  second  story),  and  went  into  the  Apartment, 
where  now  Students  run  leaping  about. '' 

9".  May  23d,  17S5.  ''The  third  time  I  saw  him  was  that 
same  year,  at  Berlin  still,  as  he  returned  home  from  the 
Beview.^  My  Tutor  had  gone  with  me  for  that  end  to  the 
Halle  Qate,  for  we  abeady  knew  that  on  that  day  he  always 
visited  his  Sister,  Princess  Amelia.  He  came  riding  on  a  big 
white  horse,  —  no  doubt  old  CtnuUy  who,  twenty  years  after 
this,  still  got  hiB  fi'ee4K>ard  in  the  jScole  VMtinaire  ;  for  since 
the  Bavarian  War  (1778),  Friedrich  hardly  ever  rode  any  other 
horse.  His  dress  was  the  same  as  formerly  at  Dolgelin,  on 
the  journey ;  only  that  the  hat  was  in  a  little  better  condition, 
properly  looped  up,  and  with  the  peak  (but  not  with  the  Umg 
peak,  as  is  now  the  fashion)  set  in  front,  in  due  military  style. 
Behind  him  were  a  guard  of  (Generals,  then  the  Adjutants, 
and  finally  the  grooms  of  the  party.  The  whole  '  Bondeel ' 
(now  Belle-Alliance  Platz)  and  the  Wilhelms-Strasse  were 
crammed  full  of  people ;  all  windows  crowded,  all  heads  bare, 
everywhere  the  deepest  silence ;  and  on  all  countenances  an 
expression  of  reverence  and  confidence,  as  towards  the  just 
steersman  of  all  our  destinies.  The  King  rode  quite  alone  in 
front,  and  saluted  people,  eontinuaUy  taking  off  his  hat.  In 
doing  which  he  observed  a  very  marked  gradation,  aocording 
as  the  on-lookers  bowing  to  him  from  the  windows  seemed  to 
deserve.  At  one  time  he  lifted  the  hat  a  very  little ;  at  an- 
other he  took  it  from  his  head,  and  held  it  au  instant  beside 
the  same ;  at  another  he  sunk  it  as  far  as  the  elbow.  But 
these  motions  lasted  continually ;  and  no  sooner  had  he  pat 
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on  his  hat,  than  he  saw  other  people,  and  again  took  it  cSL 
From  the  Halle  Grate  to  the  Koch-Strasse  he  certainly  took  oK 
his  hat  200  times. 

'^  Through  this  reverent  silence  there  sounded  only  the 
trampling  of  the  horses,  and  the  shouting  of  the  Berlin  street- 
boys,  who  went  jumping  before  him,  capering  with  joy,  and 
flung  up  their  hats  into  the  air,  or  skipped  along  close  by  him, 
wiping  the  dust  from  his  boots.  I  and  my  Tutor  had  gained 
so  much  room  that  we  could  run  alongside  of  him,  hat  in  hand, 
among  the  boys.  —  You  see  the  difference  between  then  and 
now.  Who  was  it  that  then  made  the  noise?  Who  main- 
tained a  dignified  demeanor  ?  —  Who  is  it  that  bawls  and 
bellows  now  ?  [Nobilities  ought  to  be  noble,  thinks  this  old 
Marwitz,  in  their  reverence  to  Nobleness.  If  Nobilities  them- 
selves become  Washed  Populaces  in  a  manner,  what  are  we  to 
say  ?]    And  what  value  can  you  put  on  such  bellowing  ? 

*^  Arrived  at  the  Princess  Amelia's  Palace  (which,  lying  in 
the  Wilhelms-Strasse,  fronts  also  into  the  Koch-Strasse),  the 
crowd  grew  still  denser,  for  they  expected  him  there  :  the  fore- 
court was  jammed  full ;  yet  in  the  middle,  without  the  pres- 
ence of  any  police,  there  was  open  space  left  for  him  and  his 
attendants.  He  turned  into  the  Court ;  the  gate-leaves  went 
back ;  and  the  aged  lame  Princess,  leaning  on  two  Ladies,  the 
Oberhofmeisterinn  (Chief  Lady)  behind  her,  came  hitching 
down  the  flat  steps  to  meet  him.  So  soon  as  he  perceived  her, 
he  put  his  horse  to  the  gallop,  pulled  up,  sprang  rapidly  down, 
took  off  his  hat  (which  he  now,  however,  held  quite  low  at  the 
full  length  of  his  arm),  embraced  her,  gave  her  his  arm,  and 
again  led  her  up  the  steps.  The  gate-leaves  went  to ;  all  had 
vanished,  and  the  multitude  still  stood,  with  bared  head,  in 
silence,  all  eyes  turned  to  the  spot  where  he  had  disappeared; 
and  so  it  lasted  a  while,  till  each  gathered  himself  and  peace- 
fully went  his  way. 

"  And  yet  there  had  nothing  happened  I  No  i)omp,  no  fire- 
works, no  cannon-shot,  no  drumming  and  fifing,  no  music,  no 
event  that  had  occurred !  No,  nothing  but  an  old  man  of  73, 
ill-dressed,  all  dusty,  was  returning  from  his  day's  work.  But 
everybody  knew  that  this  old  man  was  toiling  also  for  him ; 
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tiiat  he  }iad  set  liis  wbde  life  ovi  thM.  liiKvr«  mmI  fat  ^rP^rsA- 
forty  Tears  bad  not  giTen  it  tho  slip  ovh^  t^v  !  Kvory  on<^  nnw, 
moreoTer,  tbe  fruits  of  this  old  nwrnV  UN>r,  n«Hir  and  far,  and 
everyirhere  axoiind;  and  to  lot^k  on  iho  old  man  himni^lf 
awakened  reTerenoe,  aAlmiration,  prid^  oi>nAd<^n<^i  —  tn  ahotrK 
all  the  nobler  feelings  of  man/'  ^ 

This  was  May  21st,  178ff ;  T  think,  tha  taut  Mmn  n^rltti  Haw 
its  King  in  that  publio  manner,  riding  Hmmgh  ihi«  fif.n«nM. 
The  Furstenlfund  Affair  ia  now,  Rc»nrf»My,  in  a  vnry  Utnly 
state,  at  Berlin  and  over  Germany  at  larga;  atul  tHWWPU  tti 
completion  in  a  couple  of  months  henna,  —  as  iiltall  Im  tH)tl(^r*fl 
farther  on. 

General  BouilU,  home  from  hU  WenUlnrUnn  KtpMfn^  ifMln 
Friedrich  (August  6th-11th,  17H4). 

In  these  last  years  of  his  life  Frledriefi  hail  fnariy  Vtmtih  nf 
distinction  visiting  him.  In  llHt,  the  AhM  Hnjnnl  fwh/rm^ 
except  for  bis  power  of  face,  he  a^lmir^^d  little;;*  In  ilM, 
Mirabeau  (whose  personal  finalities  seem  f/O  have  p1ess^/1 
him) ;  —  but  chiefly,  in  the  interval  between  these  tw^,  rsf  imfs 
Military  Frenchmen,  now  home  with  their  lanrelfl  ff^rm  f,he 
American  War,  coming  aboat  his  Reviewfi :  esger  ht?  tmo  t.he 
Great  Man,  and  be  seen  by  him.  Tiafayette,  H6$(trr  and  mnnf 
others  came ;  of  whom  the  one  interesting  f/f  nn  in  Mftre^mn  de 
Bouill^ :  already  known  for  his  swift  sharp  'rperatirm  rm  the 
Knglish  Leeward  Islands;  and  memorable  sff^rwAHs  Ur  all 
the  world  for  his  presidency  in  the  Fl^^hf.  fo  VntMin^n  f4  \ftiffF 
Louis  XVL  and  his  <ineen,  in  t7M  ;  whi/^h  7r;is  )rf  no  mrn^n 
so  successfaL  **The  brave  fWiill//'  mm  vrr.  ni%})f»A  hSm  Umpf 
since,  when  writing  nf  that  latter  operw ti /^ ,  n1*^«jr>ii»f «  Hm m  !  M 
left  JfemaimM  nf  his  own :  -^hi/yh  ^/'nk  ftf  Kri/«dr»^h  iri  fbe 
VU  de  B^miUiu  onblish^  p^^^TJtly  by  friendly  hsnds,'  Kheffs  is 
Summary  given  of  ^ll  tbsA  his  P^tpers  ^ny  ftn  f^rt*»dr>h  ,  hhls, 
in  still  rwiefer  -thape,  rwt  unehsmgi^d  ^^.b^rwis**,  tt^nAf^fn  irt^all 
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''In  July,  1784,  Marquis  de  Booill^  (lately  retnined  froa 
a  yisit  to  England),  desirous  to  see  the  Prussian  Armj,  and  to 
approach  the  great  Friedrich  while  it  was  yet  time,  traTslled 
by  way  of  Holland  to  Berlin,  through  Potsdam  [no  date ;  got 
to  Berlin  '' August  6th ;'' '  so  that  we  can  guess  '^  August  ^th" 
for  his  Potsdam  day].  Saw,  at  Sans-Souci,  in  the  vestibula, 
a  bronze  Bust  of  Charles  XII. ;  in  the  dining-room,  among 
other  pictures,  a  portrait  of  the  Ch&teauroux,  Louis  XV.'s  first 
Mistress.  In  the  King's  bedroom,  simple  camp-bed,  coverlet 
of  crimson  taffetas, — rather  dirty,  as  well  as  the  other  furni- 
ture, on  aocount  of  the  dogs.  Many  books  lying  about :  Cicero^ 
Tacitus,  Titus  Livius  [in  French  Translations].  On  a  chair. 
Portrait  of  Kaiser  Joseph  11. ;  same  in  King's  Apartments  in 
Berlin  Schloss,  also  in  the  Potsdam  New  Palace:  ^ C^est  tm 
jeune  homme  que  je  ne  dois  pas  perdre  de  vue,^ 

'^  King  entering,  took  off  his  hat,  saluting  the  Marquis,  whom 
a  Chamberlain  called  (xdrtz  presented  [no  Chamberlain ;  a  Lieu- 
tenant-Greneral,  and  much  about  the  King;  his  Brother,  the 
Weimar  GCrtz,  is  gone  as  Prussian  Minister  to  PeterBburg 
some  time  ago].  King  talked  about  the  War  dss  Isles  [my 
West-India  War],  and  about  England.  '  They  [the  English] 
are  like  sick  people  who  have  had  a  fever;  and  don't  know 
how  ill  they  have  been,  till  the  fit  is  over.'  Fox  he  treated 
as  a  noisy  fellow  {de  hrouiUon) ;  but  expressed  admiration  of 
young  Pitt  *The  coolness  with  which  he  can  stand  being 
not  only  contradicted,  but  ridiculed  and  insulted,  cela  paraU 
aurdessus  de  la  patience  humaine,*  King  closed  the  converse" 
tion  by  saying  he  would  be  glad  to  see  me  in  Silesia,  whither 
he  was  just  about  to  go  for  Reviews  [will  go  in  ten  dayi, 
August  15th]. 

"  Friedrich  was  72,"  last  January  24th.  "  His  physiognomy, 
dress,  appearance,  are  much  what  the  numerous  well-known 
Portraits  represent  him.  At  Court,  and  on  great  Ceremonies, 
he  appears  sometimes  in  black-eolored  stockings  rolled  over 
the  knee,  and  rose-colored  or  sky-blue  coat  (bleu  celeste).  Ha 
iB  fond  of  these  colors,  as  his  furniture  too  shows.  The  Mai^ 
quis  dined  with  the  Prince  of  Prussia,  without  previous  pre- 
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aentaidoa;  m  simple  are  the  maimers  o£  tsfaie  iS<>Idier  COuf^ 
The  Heir  PreaumptiTe  lodges  at  a  brewer^s  house»  aud  iu  a 
very  meaa  way ;  ie  not  allowed  to  sleep  fiom  home  wtthotti 
permiaaiQiL  from,  the  King.*' 

Boaille  set  out  for  Silesiii  11th  August;  was  at  N#ist)e  m 
good  tinie*  ^  Went,  at  5  A.X.  [date  is  August  tlMsh^  Kevtew 
lasts  tin  24th]^^  to  see  the  King  mount  AU  the  Ueuerats, 
Prince  of  Prussia  among  them,  waited  in  the  street ;  outside  (^H 
a  Terj  simple  House,  where  the  King  Ux'gtxi  After  waiting 
half  an  hour,  his  Majesty  .ippeared;  saluted  very  graciously^ 
without  ur:^7ing  a  word.  This  was  one  oX  his  special  Keviews 
[that  was  it ! j.  He  rode  y^mcarthofii)  generally  aloue»  iu  uller 
silenoe;  it  was  then  that  he  had  lus  regard  terriJU^  aud  hit 
features  took  the  impress  of  severity^  to  s^  no  more.  [U 
displeased  with  the  Beview,  I  doubly  though  Bouille  saw  uolh> 
ing  amiss; — and  merely  tells  us  farther:]  At'the  Reviews 
the  King  inspects  strictly  one  regiment  af Wr  another :  it  is  he 
that  selects  the  rery  Corporals  and  Sergeants,  much  more  the 
Upper  ^Officers;  nominating  for  vacancies  what  Oa^leta  are  to 
fill  them,  —  all  of  whom  are  Cobles.**  Yes,  with  rare  eJi(H>)x 
tionSy  alL  Fiiedrich,  democratic  as  his  temper  was,  is  very 
strict  on  this  point;  '* because/'  says  he  repeatedly,  ** Nobles 
have  honor ;  a  Noble  that  misbehaves,  or  flinches  in  the  mo- 
ment of  crisis,  can  find  no  refuge  in  his  own  class ;  whereas 
a  man  of  lower  birth  always  can  in  his."*  Houille  oon« 
tinnes:  — 

"  After  Review,  dined  with  his  Majesty.  Just  before  dinner 
he  gave  to  the  assembled  Qenerals  the  ' Order*  for  to-morrow*ii 
Manoeuvres  [as  we  saw  in  Conway*s  case,  ten  yearn  ago]. 
This  lasted  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  King  then  salutMl 
everybody,  taking  off  tr^9^jfeeh»eu»emmt  his  hat,  whi<-.h  he  Im- 
mediately put  on  again.  Had  now  his  affable  mi^n,  and  was 
most  polite  to  the  strangers  present  At  dinner,  conversation 
turned  on  the  Wars  of  Louis  XIV, ;  then  on  Kn^cH^h* American 
War,  —  King  always  blaming  the  English,  whom  ht^  dr>es  not 
like.  Dinner  lasted  three  hours.  His  Majenty  said  more  than 
once  to  me  fin  ill  humor,  I  should  almost  guess,  and  wishful 

1  Bodenbiek,  iil  Sia  *  (EMtfrvf  tk  Ftid&it  [man  UuM  ttaas)* 
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to  hide  it] :  'Ck>inplete  freedom  here^  as  if  we  were  in  our  Ta?- 
em,  Sir  (lei,  toute  libertS,  Monsieury  comme  si  nous  etums  am 
cabaret) ! '  On  the  morrow/'  August  20thy  '<  dined  again. 
Eling  talked  of  France;  of  Cardinal  Bichelieu,  whose  princi- 
ples of  administration  he  praised.  Repeated  several  times, 
that  'he  did  not  think  the  French  Nation  fit  for  Free  Groyem- 
ment.'  At  the  Reviews,  Friedrich  did  not  himself  command; 
but  prescribed,  and  followed  the  movements ;  criticised,  repri- 
manded  and  so  forth.  On  horseback  six  hours  together,  witki- 
out  seeming  fatigued. 

''  Eong  left  for  Breslan  25th  August  [24th,  if  it  were  of 
moment].  Bouill^  followed  thither;  dined  again.  Besides 
Officers,  there  were  present  several  Polish  Princes,  the  Bishop 
of  the  Diocese,  and  the  Abbot  Bastiani  King  made  pleasan- 
tries about  religion  [pity,  that] ;  Bastiani  not  slow  with  repar- 
tees," of  a  defensive  kind.     '^  King  told  me,  on  one  occasion, 

*  Would  you  believe  it?  I  have  just  been  putting  my  poor 
Jesuits'  finances  into  order.  They  understand  nothing  of  such 
things,  ees  bans  hammes.  They  are  useful  to  me  in  forming  mj 
Catholic  Clergy.  I  have  arranged  it  with  his  Holiness  the 
Pope,  who  is  a  friend  of  mine,  and  behaves  very  well  to  me.' 
Pointing  from  the  window  to  the   Convent  of  Capuchins, 

*  Those  fellows  trouble  me  a  little  with  their  bell-ringings. 
They  offered  to  stop  it  at  night,  for  my  sake :  but  I  declined. 
One  must  leave  everybody  to  his  trade ;  theirs  is  to  pray,  and 
I  should  have  been  sorry  to  deprive  them  of  their  chimes 
(carillon).^ 

'^  The  20,000  troops,  assembled  at  Breslau,  did  not  gain  the 
King's  approval,"  —  far  from  it,  alas,  as  we  shall  all  see !  "To 
some  Chiefs  of  Corps  he  said,  *  Vous  ressemblez  plus  a  its 
taiUeurs  qu^a  des  mUitaires  (You  are  more  like  tailors  than 
soldiers)  1 '  He  cashiered  several,  and  even  sent  one  Major- 
Greneral  to  prison  for  six  weeks.''  That  of  the  tailors,  and 
Major-Greneral  Erlach  clapt  in  prison,  is  too  true;  — nor  is  that 
the  saddest  part  of  the  Affair  to  us.  '^  Bouill^  was  bound  now 
on  an  excursion  to  Prag,  to  a  Camp  of  the  Kaiser's  there. 
'Mind,'  said  the  King,  alluding  to  Bouille's  blue  uniform,— 
'mind,  in  the  Country  you  are  going  to,  they  dont  like  tfa* 
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blae  coats ;  and  your  Queen  has  even  pit^Herved  tho  family  re- 
pugnance, for  she  does  not  like  them  either.*  ^ 

'' September  5thy  1784,  BouilU  arrived  at  Prag.  Auntrian 
MancBuvres  are  very  different ;  troops,  though  mure  splnndidly 
dressed,  contrast  unfavorably  with  Prussiaiis ;  '*  —  uiif avurubly, 
though  the  strict  King  was  so  dissatisfied.  ''  KaiHtir  JuHaphi 
9peaking  of  Friedrich,  always  admiringly  oalls  him  *  L^  KoV 
Joseph  a  great  questioner,  and  answers  his  owu  (luestiuns, 
His  tone  brusque  et  dioidi.    Dinner  lasted  one  hour. 

'^Returned  to  Potsdam  to  assist  at  the  Autumn  Haviawi,'' 
21st-2dd  September,  1784.'  '<  Dinner  very  splendidi  iimgiiid- 
cently  served ;  twelve  handsome  Pages,  iii  blue  or  ruse-(U)lored 
velvety  waited  on  the  Guests,  —  these  being  forty  old  ruda 
Warriors  booted  and  spurred.  King  sjioke  of  ilie  l/'reiiobi 
approvingly:  'But,'  added  he,  Hhe  Court  s{iollH  everytliiug, 
Those  Court-fellows,  with  their  red  lieels  and  diiliisiita  uervaS| 
make  very  bad  soldiers.  Saxe  often  told  m«i,  In  hitf  Vlaiidars 
Campaigns  the  Courtiers  gave  hini  more  trouble  than  did  <  'miu* 
berland.'  Talked  of  Marshal  Mu^yAum^  of  f^uis  XJV.| 
whose  apology  he  skilfully  msifht.  Blamif'l,  hiiweyttr,  t\m 
Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Xaut^s.  Gr^at  attttchiiitfiii  </f  iioi 
'Protestant  Refugees '  to  Frdua^  and  iU$  King.  '  WtmUi  you 
believe  it  ? '  said  he :  *  Vudfit  Jymiu  XIV.  tiasy  aii/i  tturji-  fami- 
lies used  to  assemble  on  th«  day  of  Ht  IdAihi,  Uj  hhMhuU:  ilm 
fete  of  the  King  wLo  penybc-utf^  tbiffm '  *  ExpfeiMed  j/ity  f>/r 
Louis  XY^  and  \}rd!istiA  Lis  good-iuUure. 

'^Friedrich*  iii  Lib  oouvercAXi/^iif  tUryw^l  a  modet>ty  which 
seemied  a  littl*r  aff^Hru^d-  ' S*U nC^st ]fM:rmiM  d^awArun^ ^r/AnUm* 
a  oomnkcm  exprestiou  ^A  Lit :  —  baid  '  opiijioii '  on  imjaX  xhiu^^ 
on  Mi&iidzit'  sniAUiLg  c/tLers.  beizi^  aJwayt;  4;x<^]le2it.  TLijuk^ 
FrexkcL  Literaturf:  turpikSbet  that  of  IL^  Aju<;i<^xtt«.  }>iuaU 
opszdcQ  of  £ii;^]ibL  Litera.tur^ :  tunu^  BL;&jk.fe-p<ULre  iixW  ridl' 
eulf' :  Slid  made  klbo  bittei  fuu  of  <3/^TiM)dAx  \j^3^x%,  — *  tiUw 
LttZkgTUi^  ULrbtu*ouE.  iLeir  AuuLc^rc  viiLout  Junius.  .  .  « 

*  I  aiiJuid.  and  rtj^jeired  pejixuwdoii  ii-om  tiie  Kiu^  tu  briftif 

s  JKiiaaiiiiiuL.  iii.  2Ua 
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my  Son  to  be  admitted  in  his  Academie  des  GenHlshommu;  an 
exceptional  favor.  On  parting,  the  King  said  to  me :  ^I  hope 
you  will  return  to  me  Mar^chal  de  France ;  it  is  what  I  should 
like ;  and  your  Nation  could  n't  do  better,  nobody  being  in  i 
state  to  render  it  greater  services.' " 

Bouill6  will  reappear  for  an  instant  next  year.  Meanwhile 
he  returns  to  France,  '^  first  days  of  October,  1784,"  where  he 
finds  Prince  Henri ;  who  is  on  Visit  there  for  three  months 
past.^  A  shining  event  in  Prince  Henri's  Life ;  and  a  profit- 
able ;  poor  King  Louis  —  what  was  very  welcome  in  Henri's 
state  of  finance  —  having,  in  a  delicate  kingly  way,  insinuated 
into  him  a  "  Gift  of  400,000  francs  "  (£16,000) : «  —  parUy  by 
way  of  retaining-f ee  for  France ;  ''  may  turn  to  excellent  ac- 
count," think  some,  ''when  a  certain  Nephew  comes  to  reign 
yonder,  as  he  soon  must." 

What  Bouill^  heard  about  the  Silesian  Reviews  is  perfectly 
true ;  and  only  a  part  of  the  truth.  Here,  to  the  person  chiefly 
responsible,  is  an  indignant  Letter  of  the  King's  :  to  a  notable 
degree,  full  of  settled  wrath  against  one  who  is  otherwise  a 
dear  old  Friend :  — 

Friedrich  to  Lieutenant-General  Tauentzten^  Infantry  Intpeetor- 

General  of  Silesia^ 

"Potsdam,  7th  September,  1784. 
"My  dear  General  von  Tauentzien,  —  While  in  Silesia 
I  mentioned  to  you,  and  will  now  repeat  in  writing.  That  my 
Army  in  Silesia  was  at  no  time  so  bad  as  at  present  Were  I 
to  make  Shoemakers  or  Tailors  into  Grenerals,  the  Eegiments 
could  not  be  worse.  Regiment  Thadden  is  not  fit  to  be  the 
most  insignificant  militia  battalion  of  a  Prussian  Army ;  Both- 
kirch  and  Schwartz  "  —  bad  as  possible  all  of  them  —  "  of  JSr- 
kLchy  the  men  are  so  spoiled  by  smuggling  [sad  industry,  instead 
of  drilling],  they  have  no  resemblance  to  Soldiers ;  Keller  is 

1  "  2d  July,  1784,"  Prince  Henri  had  gone  (Rrfdenbeck,  lli.  809). 

'  Anonymous  (De  la  Roche-Aymon ),  VU  piivie,  poUHqwe  M  wUUUun  A  Prmi 
Henri,  Frirt  de  Ftidtric  II,  (a  poor,  rague  and  umnstractiTey  though 
tic  little  Book :  Paris,  1809),  pp.  219-S39. 
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like  a  heap  of  xindrilled  boon ;  Hager  has  a  miaeraU«  Com* 
mander ;  and  your  own  Regiment  is  very  mediocre.  Only  with 
Graf  von  Anhalt  [in  spite  of  his  head],  with  Ff  VfklMtfw  and 
Margraf  Heimrichj  could  I  be  content  See  you,  that  Is  the 
atate  I  found  the  Regiments  in,  one  afu^r  ono.  I  will  now 
speak  of  their  Manoeuvring  [in  our  lilimio  littles  on  tlio  late 
occasion] :  — 

'^  Schwartz,  at  Neisse,  made  the  unpanlonublo  mistake  of  not 
sufficiently  besetting  the  Height  on  the  Ijt^ft  Wing;  had  it 
been  serious,  the  Battle  had  been  lost.  At  Rrt^sltui,  Kriach 
[who  is  a  Major-General,  forsooth  !],  instA^ail  of  oovt^riiig  the 
Army  by  seizing  the  Heights,  marched  off  witli  his  Divi^iDu 
straight  as  a  row  of  cabbages  into  that  Defile ;  wher<*by,  had 
it  been  earnest,  the  enemy's  Cavalry  would  have  cut  down  our 
Infantry,  and  the  Fight  was  gone. 

''It  is  not  my  purpose  to  lose  Battles  by  the  base  conduct 
(IdeheU)  of  my  Generals :  wherefore  I  hereby  ap{x>int,  That 
you,  next  year,  if  I  be  alive,  assemble  tlie  Army  between 
Breslau  and  Ohlau;  and  for  four  days  before  I  arrive  in  your 
Camp,  carefully  manoeuvre  with  the  ignorant  (jenerals,  and 
teach  them  what  their  duty  is.  Regiment  Vott  Amim  and 
(xarrison-Regiment  Van  Kanitz  are  to  ar^t  the  Kut^niy :  and 
whoever  does  not  then  fulfil  his  duty  shall  go  to  Court  Martial, 
— for  I  should  think  it  shame  of  any  (Country  {jt^m  PuU 
sance)  to  keep  such  people,  who  troubhf  thc'iiiHolvi'it  mi  liuU 
about  their  business.  Erlach  sits  four  wofkM  loiigi^r  in  lu  uiii 
[to  have  six  weeks  of  it  in  full].  And  }(>u  havo  Ut  luako 
known  this  my  present  Declared  Will  to  your  wholo  tiici|HHv 
taon.  — F.'^i 

What  a  peppering  is  the  excellent  old  Taueui/ion  got  ting! 
Here  is  a  case  for  Kaltenb^jrn,  and  the  synijiailiios  «>f  Opjiosi- 
tion  people.  But,  alas,  this  King  knows  that  Armies  are  uxH 
to  be  kept  at  the  working  point  on  cheajMT  terms,  — though 
some  have  tried  it,  by  grog,  by  sweetmeats.  sw(M*t^]ietiehea,  and 
Icnmd  it  in  the  end  come  horribly  dearer !  Ou«*  thing  is  ear* 
:  the  Bilesian  Reviews,  next  Year,  if  this  Kiny  be  lUivi^ 

1  Bdde&beek;  IB.  til. 


486  AFTERNOON  AND  EVENING.       ^   Bo«lXL 

'  1W4. 


will  be  a  terrible  matter ;  and  Military  Gentlemen  had  better 
look  to  themselves  in  time  I  Kaltenbom's  sympathy  will  help 
little ;  nothing  but  knowing  one's  duty,  and  visibly  and  indi»> 
putably  doing  it,  will  the  least  avaiL 

Just  in  the  days  when  Bouill^  left  him  for  France,  Friedrich 
("  October,  1784  ")  had  conceived  the  notion  of  some  general 
Confederation,  or  Combination  in  the  Beich,  to  resist  the  con- 
tinual Encroachments  of  Austria ;  which  of  late  are  becoming 
more  rampant  than  ever.  Thus,  in  the  last  year,  especially 
within  the  last  six  months,  a  poor  Bishop  of  Passan,  quasi- 
Bavarian,  or  in  theory  Sovereign  Bishop  of  the  Beich,  is  get- 
ting himself  pulled  to  pieces  (Diocese  torn  asunder,  and  masses 
of  it  forcibly  sewed  on  to  their  new  "Bishopric  of  Vienna"); 
in  the  most  tragic  manner,  in  spite  of  express  Treaties,  and  of 
all  the  outcries  the  poor  man  and  the  Holy  Father  himself  can 
make  against  it.^  To  this  of  Passau,  and  to  the  much  of  FatM- 
Briefe  and  the  like  which  had  preceded,  Friedrich,  thon^ 
studiously  saying  almost  nothing,  had  been  i>aying  the  utmost 
of  attention:  —  part  of  Prince  Henri's  errand  to  France  is 
thought  to  have  been,  to  take  soundings  on  those  matters  (on 
which  France  proves  altogether  willing,  if  able)  ;  and  now,  in 
the  general  emotion  about  Passau,  Friedrich  jots  down  in  a 
Note  to  Hertzberg  the  above  idea ;  with  order  to  put  it  into 
form  a  little,  and  consult  about  it  in  the  Beich  with  parties 
interested.  Hertzberg  took  the  thing  up  with  zeal ;  instructed 
the  Prussian  Envoys  to  inquire,  cautiously,  everywhere ;  fan- 
cied he  did  find  willingness  in  the  Courts  of  the  Beich,  in 
Hanover  especially  :  in  a  word,  got  his  various  irons  into  the 
fire ;  —  and  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  there  rose  another 
case  of  Austrian  Encroachment,  which  eclipsed  all  the  preoedr 
ing ;  and  speedily  brought  Hertzberg's  irons  to  the  weldiD|^ 
point.  Too  brief  we  cannot  be  in  this  matter ;  here  aie  tba 
dates,  mostly  from  Dohm :  — 

1  Dohm  {DenkwHrdigkeUen,  iii.  46,—  GucAtdUe  der  leigtm  Perioii  Frwi^ 
riehs  des  Zweiten)  gives  ample  particolan.  Dohm's  flnt  3  TofauDM  call  lliHi* 
fleWes  "History  of  Friedrich's  last  Period,  1778-1786;"  and  M  llD  cC 
Bavarian  War,  dd  vol.  mostly  of  FwrstenitiiM/;  •»  all  in  a  candid, 
but  watery  and  rather  wearisome  wiyr* 
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New-year's  Day,  1785,  oii  or  about  that  day,  Roraanzow,  SoB 
of  our  old  Colberg  and  Anti-Turk  friend,  who  is  Russian  "  Min- 
ister in  the  Ober-Bheinish  Circle,"  appears  at  the  little  Court 
of  Zweibriick,  with  a  most  sudden  and  astounding  message  to 
the  Duke  there :  — 

'*  Important  bargain  i^reed  upon  between  your  Kaiser  and 
his  Highness  of  the  Pfalz  and  Baiem ;  am  commanded  by  my 
Sovereign  Lady,  on  behalf  of  her  friend  the  Kaiser,  to  make 
it  known  to  you.  Baiem  all  and  whole  made  over  to  Austria ; 
in  return  for  which  the  now  Kur-Baiem  gets  the  Austrian 
Ketherlands  (Citadels  of  Limburg  and  Luxemburg  alone  ez> 
cepted) ;  and  is  a  King  henceforth, '  King  of  Burgundy '  to  be 
the  Title,  he  and  his  fortunate  Successors  for  all  time  coming. 
To  your  fortunate  self,  in  acknowlei^ment  of  your  immediate 
consent,  Austria  offers  the  free-gift  of  £100,000,  and  to  your 
Brother  Max  of  £50,000 ;  Kur-Baiem,  for  his  loyal  conduct,  is 
to  have  £150,000 ;  and  to  all  of  you,  if  handsome,  Austria  will 
be  handsome  generally.  For  the  rest,  the  thing  is  already 
settled ;  and  your  refusal  will  not  hinder  it  from  going  forward. 
I  request  to  know,  within  eight  days,  what  your  H^hness's 
determination  is ! " 

His  poor  Highness,  thunderstruck  as  may  be  imagined,  asks : 
"But  —  but —  What  would  your  Excellency  advise  me  ?" 
"Haven't  the  least  advice,"  answers  his  Excellency:  "will 
wait  at  Frankfurt-on-Mayn,  for  eight  days,  what  your  High- 
ness's  resolution  is ;  hoping  it  may  be  a  wise  one ;  —  and 
have  the  honor  at  present  to  say  Good-morning."  Sodden, 
like  a  thunder-bolt  in  winter^  the  whole  phencnnenon.  Thii, 
or  January  3d,  when  Friedrich,  by  Express  from  Z» 
brUck,  first  heard  of  this,  may  be  considered  as  birthday  0 
Furstenbund  now  no  longer  hypothetio,  bat  certain  to  t 
actual. 

Zweibriick  naturally  shot  off  expresses :  to  Petersfatirg^jfl 
answer  ever) ;  to  Berlin  (with  answer  on  the  iustant)  i  - 
in  less  than  eight  days,  poor  Zweibdrfldi,  a 
from  Berlin,  was  in  a  condition  to  J 
cellency,  ITo}  I  do  not  conseot,  J 
Vriedrioh  ii  bnad4iraka  ( 
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fires,  we  may  conceive  how  the  windB  loee  up(Hi  tbeee^  and 
brought  matters  to  a  welding  heat ! — 

The  Czarina,  —  on  Friedrich's  urgent  remonstranoe,  ^What 
is  thi%  great  Madam  ?  To  your  old  Ally,  and  from  the  GflI^ 
anty  and  Author  of  the  Peace  of  Teschen ! "  —  had  speedilj 
answered :  "  Far  from  my  thoughts  to  violate  the  Peace  d 
Teschen;  very  far:  I  &ncied  this  was  an  advantageous  ex- 
change, advantageous  to  ZweibrOck  especially ;  but  since  Zwei- 
briick  thinks  otherwise,  of  course  there  is  an  end."  ^Of 
course;"  —  though  my  Bomanzow  did  talk  differently;  aod 
the  forge-fires  of  a  certain  person  are  getting  blown  at  a 
mighty  rate!  Hertzberg's  operation  was  conducted  at  fizst 
with  the  greatest  secrecy ;  but  his  Envoys  were  busy  in  all 
likely  places,  his  Proposal  finding  singular  consideratkn; 
acceptance,  here,  there,  — >  ^  A  very  mild  and  safe-looking 
Project,  most  mild  in  tone  surely  ! "  —  and  it  soon  came  to 
Eaunitz's  ear ;  most  unwelcome  to  the  new  Kingdom  of  BlI^ 
gundy  and  him ! 

Thrice  over,  in  the  months  ensuing  (April  13th,  May  11th, 
June  23d),  in  the  shape  of  a  "  Circular  to  all  Austrian  Amba8> 
sadors,"  ^  Kaunitz  lifted  up  his  voice  in  severe  dehortation, 
the  tone  of  him  waxing  more  and  more  indignant,  and  at  last 
snuffling  almost  tremulous  quite  into  alt,  ^  against  the  calum- 
nies and  malices  of  some  persons,  misinterpreters  of  a  most 
just  Kaiser  and  his  actions."  But  as  the  Czarina,  meanwhile, 
declared  to  the  Reich  at  large,  that  she  held,  and  would  ever 
hold,  the  Peace  of  Teschen  a  thing  sacred,  and  this  or  anj 
Kingdom  of  Burgundy,  or  change  of  the  Eeichs  Laws,  impossi- 
ble, —  the  Kaunitz  clangors  availed  nothii^ ;  and  Fttrstenbund 
privately,  but  at  a  mighty  pace,  went  forward.  And,  Jum 
29thy  1785,  after  much  labor,  secret  but  effective,  on  the  part 
of  Dohm  and  others,  Three  Plenipotentiaries,  the  Prussian,  the 
Saxon,  the  Hanoverian  (''  excellent  method  to  have  only  the 
principal  Three!  ")  met,  still  very  privately,  at  Berlin;  and 
laboring  their  best,  had,  in  about  four  weeks,  a  Furstenbond 
Covenant  complete;  signed,  JtUt/  2Sdj  by  these  Three,  —  to 
whom  all  others  that  approved  append  themselves.    As  an 

* 

1  Dohm,  iU.  64,  sa. 
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effectiTe  respectable  number,  Bmnswiok,  Hesseiii  Maim  aod 
others,  did,^  —  had  not,  indeed,  the  first  Three  themselTes, 
especially  as  Hanover  meant  England  withal,  been  themselTes 
moderately  sufficient.  —  Here,  before  the  date  quite  pass,  are 
two  Clippings  which  may  be  worth  their  room :  *- 

1^  BouiUfs  Second  VisU  (Spring,  1786).  May  10th,  1786,  «^ 
just  while  Furstenbundy  so  privately,  was  in  the  birth-throes, 
—  "  Marquis  de  Bouille  had  again  come  to  Berlin,  to  place  his 
eldest  Son  in  the  Academie  des  Gentilshatnmet ;  where  the 
young  man  stayed  two  years.  Was  at  Potsdam  "  May  ISth- 
16th ; '  ^'  well  received ;  dined  at  Sans-SoucL  Informed  the 
King  of  the  Due  de  Ghoiseul's  death  [Paris,  May  8th].  King, 
shaking  his  head,  '  II  rCy  a  pas  grand  maV  Seems  piqued  at 
the  Queen  of  France,  who  had  not  shown  much  attention  to 
Prince  Henri.  Spoke  of  Peter  the  Great,  '  whose  many  high 
qualities  were  darkened  by  singular  cruelty.'  When  at  Ber* 
lin,  going  on  foot,  as  his  custom  was,  unattended,  to  call  on 
King  Friedrioh  Wilhelm,  the  people  in  the  streets  orowded 
much  about  him.  '  Brother,'  said  he  to  the  King, '  your  sub- 
jects are  deficient  in  respect ;  order  one  or  two  of  them  to  be 
hanged ;  it  will  restrain  the  others  ! '  During  the  same  visit, 
one  day,  at  Charlottenburg,  the  Czar,  after  dinner,  stepped  out 
on  a  balcony  which  looked  into  the  Gardens.  Seeing  many 
people  assembled  below,  he  gnashed  his  teeth  (jspringa  dss 
detUg),  and  began  giving  signs  of  frenzy.  Shifty  little  Catha* 
rine,  who  was  with  him,  requested  that  a  certain  person  down 
among  the  crowd,  who  had  a  yellow  wig,  should  be  at  once  put 
away,  or  something  bad  would  happen*  This  done,  the  Czar 
hecatme  quiet  again.  The  Czarina  added,  he  was  subject 
to  such  attacks  of  frenzy ;  and  that,  when  she  saw  it,  she 
would  scratch  his  head,  which  moderated  him.  '  Voilh  Mon^ 
%'  concluded  the  King,  addressing  me :  '  Voila  Us  grands 

m 

^  Bouille  spent  a  fortnight  at  Beinsberg,  with  Prince  Henri ; 
wbo  represents  his  Brother  as  impatient,  restless,  envious,  sus» 
picioas,  even  timid  :  of  an  ill-regulated  imagination."  ^-notb* 

1  List  of  tbem  in  Dolia.  <  Rodnbeck.  in.  9», 
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ing  like  so  wise  as  some  of  us !  ''Is  too  appiehensive  of  war; 
which  may  very  likely  bring  it  on.  On  the  least  alann,  he 
assembles  troops  at  the  frontier;  Joseph  does  the  like;  and 
so ''  —  A  notably  splenetic  little  Henri ;  head  of  an  Opposition 
Party  which  has  had  to  hold  its  tongue.  Cherishes  in  the 
silent  depths  of  him  an  almost  ghastly  indignation  against 
his  Brother  on  some  points.  ''Bouill^  returned  to  Paris  Jane, 
1785."  1 

2°.  Camte  de  Segur  (on  the  road  to  Petersburg  as  French 
Minister)  has  seen  Friedrich:  January  29th,  1785.  Segoi 
says  :  "  With  lively  curiosity  I  gazed  at  this  man ;  there  as  he 
stood^  great  in  genius,  small  in  stature ;  stooping,  and  as  it 
were  bent  down  under  the  weight  of  his  laurels  and  of  his 
long  toils.  His  blue  coat,  old  and  worn  like  his  body;  his 
long  boots  coming  up  above  the  knee ;  his  waistcoat  covered 
with  snuff,  formed  an  odd  but  imposing  whole.  By  the  fire 
of  his  eyes,  you  recognized  that  in  essentials  he  had  not  grown 
old.  Though  bearing  himself  like  an  invalid,  you  felt  that  he 
could  strike  like  a  young  soldier ;  in  his  small  figure,  you  dis- 
cerned a  spirit  greater  than  any  other  man's.  .  .  . 

"If  used  at  all  to  intercourse  with  the  great  world,  and  pos< 
sessed  of  any  elevation  of  mind,  you  have  no  embarrassment 
in  speaking  to  a  King ;  but  to  a  Great  Man  you  present  your* 
self  not  without  fear.  Friedrich,  in  his  private  sphere,  was  of 
sufficiently  unequal  humor ;  wayward,  wilful ;  open  to  preju- 
dices ;  indulged  in  mockery,  often  enough  epigrammatic  upon 
the  French ;  —  agreeable  in  a  high  degree  to  strangers  whom 
he  pleased  to  favor;  but  bitterly  piquant  for  those  he  was 
prepossessed  against,  or  who,  without  knowing  it,  had  ill- 
chosen  the  hour  of  approaching  him.  To  me,  luck  was  kind 
in  all  these  points ; "  my  Interview  delightful,  but  not  to  be 
reported  farther.* 

Except  Mirabeau,  about  a  year  after  this,  S^gur  is  the  last 
distinguished  French  visitor-  French  Correspondence  the  King 
has  now  little  or  none.     October  gone  a  year,  his  D'Alembert, 

^  Euai  Mur  la  Vie  de  BouiUe  (ubi  saprit). 

•  "  Mimoires  par  M.  U  ComU  de  S^gur  {Vuia,  1826),  u.  133,  120:"  cited  is 
Preu$i,  It.  ^18.     For  date,  see  Rodenbeck,  iii.  322,  383. 
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the  last  intellectual  Frenchman  he  had  a  real  esteem  f or,  died. 
Paris  and  France  seem  to  be  sinking  into  strange  depths ;  less 
and  less  worth  hearing  of.  Now  and  then  a  straggling  Note 
from  Gondorcet,  Grimm  or  the  like^  are  all  he  gets  tiiere. 

That  of  the  Fiirstenbund  put  a  final  check  on  Joseph's 
notions  of  making  the  Beich  a  reality ;  his  reforms  and  am- 
bitions had  thenceforth  to  take  other  directions,  and  leave  the 
poor  old  Beich  at  peace.  A  mighty  reformer  he  had  been, 
the  greatest  of  his  day.  Broke  violently  in  upon  quiescent 
Austrian  routine,  on  every  side :  monkeries,  school-pedantries, 
trade-monopolies,  serfages,  —  all  things,  military  and  civil, 
spiritual  and  temporal,  he  had  resolved  to  make  perfect  in  a 
minimum  of  time.  Austria  gazed  on  him,  its  admiration  not 
unmixed  with  terror.  He  rushed  incessantly  about ;  hardy  as 
a  Charles  Twelfth ;  slept  on  his  bearskin  on  the  floor  of  any 
inn  or  hut; — flew  at  the  throat  of  every  Absurdity,  however 
broad-based  or  dangerously  armed, ''  Disappear,  I  say ! "  Will 
hurl  you  an  Official  of  Bank,  where  need  is,  into  the  Pillory  ; 
sets  him,  in  one  actual  instance,  to  permanent  sweeping  of  the 
streets  in  Vienna.  A  most  prompt,  severe,  and  yet  beneficent 
and  charitable  kind  of  man.  Immensely  ambitious,  that  must 
be  said  withal.  A  great  admirer  of  Friedrich ;  bent  to  imitate 
him  with  profit.  "  Very  clever  indeed,"  says  Friedrich ;  "but 
has  the  fault  [a  terribly  grave  one !]  of  generally  taking  the 
second  step  without  having  taken  the  first." 

A  troublesome  neighbor  he  proved  to  everybody,  not  by 
his  reforms  alone ;  —  and  ended,  pretty  much  as  here  in  the 
FSrstenhundy  by  having,  iu  all  matters,  to  give  in  and  desist. 
In  none  of  his  foreign  Ambitions  could  he  succeed ;  in  none 
of  his  domestic  Beforms.  In  regard  to  these  latter,  somebody 
remarks :  "  No  Austrian  man  or  thing  articulately  contra- 
dicted his  fine  efforts  that  way ;  but,  inarticulately,  the  whole 
weight  of  Austrian  vis  inertue  bore  day  and  night  against 
him;  —  whereby,  as  we  now  see,  he  bearing  the  other  way 
with  the  force  of  a  steam-ram,  a  hundred  tons  to  the  square 
inch,  the  one  result  was.  To  dislocate  every  joint  in  the 
Austrian  Edifice,  and  have  it  ready  for  the  Napoleonic  Earth* 
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quakes  that  ensued.''  In  regard  to  ambitiong  abroad  it  was 
no  better.  The  Dutch  fired  upon  his  Scheld  Frigate:  ^  War, 
if  you  will,  you  most  aggressive  Kaiser ;  but  this  Tollis  ouisl'' 
His  Netherlands  revolted  against  him,  **  Can  holy  religion,  and 
old  use-and-wont  be  tumbled  about  at  this  rate  ?  "  His  Grand 
Russian  Copartneries  and  Turk  War  went  to  water  and  disaster. 
His  reforms,  one  and  all,  had  to  be  revoked  for  the  present 
Poor  Joseph,  broken-hearted  (for  his  private  griefs  were  many, 
too),  lay  down  to  die.  "  You  may  put  for  epitaph,"  said  he 
with  a  tone  which  is  trs^cal  and  pathetic  to  us,  ''Here  lies 
Joseph,''  the  grandly  attempting  Joseph,  "  who  oould  suooeed 
in  nothing."  ^  A  man  of  very  high  qualities,  and  much  too 
oonscious  of  them.  A  man  of  an  ambition  without  bounds. 
One  of  those  fatal  men,  fatal  to  themselves  first  of  all,  who 
mistake  half -genius  for  whole;  and  rush  on  the  second  step 
without  having  made  the  first.  Cannot  trouble  the  old  King 
or  us  any  more. 


CHAPTER  rX. 
fkixbrich's  last  illkbss  and  death. 

To  the  present  class  of  readers,  Ftirstenbund  is  become  a 
Nothing ;  to  all  of  us  the  grand  Something  now  is,  strangely 
enough,  that  incidental  item  which  directly  followed,  of  Re- 
viewing the  Silesian  soldieries,  who  had  so  angered  his  Maj- 
esty last  year.  "  If  I  be  alive  next  year ! "  said  the  Eling  to 
Tauentzien.  The  King  kept  his  promise ;  and  the  Fates  had 
appointed  that,  in  doing  so,  he  was  to  find  his  —  But  let  us 
not  yet  pronounce  the  word. 

August  16th,  1785,  some  three  weeks  after  finishing  the 

^  Died,  at  Yienna,  20th  Febmaiy,  1790,  stiU  nnder  fiftj* ;  — born  there  ISIh 
March,  1741.  HormaTT,  (Esterreichischer  Plutarch,  it.  (2te8)  125-223  (and 
fire  or  six  recent  Lives  of  Joseph,  none  of  which,  that  I  hare  teen,  waa  woith 
reading,  in  companion). 
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Ftirstenbund,  Friedrich  set  out  for  Silesia :  towards  Strehlen, 
long  known  to  him  and  us  all ;  —  at  Grosa-Tinz,  a  Yilla^  in 
that  neighborhood,  the  Camp  and  Review  are  to  be.  He  goes 
faj  Crossen,  Glogau;  in  a  circling  direction :  Glogao,  Sohweid- 
nitZy  Silberbergy  Glatz,  all  his  Fortresses  are  to  be  inspected 
as  welly  and  there  is  much  miscellaneous  business  by  the  road. 
At  Hirschberg,  not  on  the  military  side,  we  have  si^^  of  him ; 
the  account  of  which  is  strange  to  read :  — 

"  Thursday,  August  18f A,"  says  a  private  Letter  from  that 
little  Town,^  ^'  he  passed  through  here :  concourse  of  many 
thousands,  from  all  the  Country  about,  had  been  waiting  for 
him  several  hours.  Outriders  came  at  last ;  then  he  himself 
the  Unique ;  and,  with  the  liveliest  expression  of  reverenoe 
and  love,  all  eyes  were  directed  on  one  point.  I  cannot  de- 
scribe to  you  my  feelings,  which  of  course  were  those  of 
everybody,  to  see  him,  the  aged  King ;  in  his  weak  hand  the 
hat ;  in  those  grand  eyes  such  a  fatherly  benignity  of  look 
over  the  vast  crowd  that  encircled  his  Carriage,  and  rolled 
tide-like,  accompanying  it.  Looking  round  when  he  was  past, 
I  saw  in  various  eyes  a  tear  trembling.  [<<  Alas,  we  sha'n't 
have  him  long ! ''] 

'^  His  affability,  his  kindliness,  to  whoever  had  the  honor 
of  speech  with  this  great  King,  who  shall  describe  it !  After 
talking  a  good  while  with  the  Merchants-Deputation  from  the 
Hill  Country,  he  said, '  Is  there  anything  more,  then,  from 
anybody  ? '  Upon  which,  the  President  (Kaufmannsdltestey'* 
Merchants'-Eldest)  '^Lachmann,  from  Greiffenberg,"  which 
had  been  burnt  lately,  and  helped  by  the  King  to  rebuild 
itself,  ''  stepped  forward,  and  said, '  The  burnt-out  Lihabitants 
of  Greiffenberg  had  charged  him  to  express  once  more  their 
most  submissive  gratitude  for  the  gracious  help  in  rebuilding ; 
their  word  of  thanks,  truly,  was  of  no  importance,  but  they 
daily  prayed  God  to  reward  such  Royal  beneficence.'  The 
King  was  visibly  affected,  and  said,  '  You  don't  need  to  thank 
me ;  when  my  subjects  fall  into  misfortune,  it  is  my  duty  to 
help  them  up  again ;  for  that  reason  am  I  here.' "... 

1  GiT«n  III  eztoiM,  Bdde&bMk,  uL  331-^8SS. 
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Saturday  20th,  he  arrived  at  Tinz ;  had  a  small  Canhj 
ManoBUTre,  next  day;  and  on  Monday  the  Beview  Phiper 
began.  Lasted  four  days,  —  22d-25th  August,  Monday  to 
Thursday,  both  inclusive.  ^^Head-quarter  was  in  the  Jk/rf- 
Sckulx^s  (Village  Mayor's)  house;  and  there  were  mmj 
Strangers  of  distinction  quartered  in  the  (Country  Manmont 
round.''  Gross-Tinz  is  about  12  miles  straight  north  from 
Strehlen,  and  as  far  straight  east  from  the  Zobtenbeig: 
Gross-Tinz,  and  its  Beview  of  August,  1785,  ought  to  be  loog 
memorable. 

How  the  Beview  turned  out  as  to  proficiency  recovered,  I 
have  not  heard ;  and  only  infer,  by  symptoms,  that  it  was  not 
unsatisfactory.  The  sure  fact,  and  the  forever  memorable,  ia» 
That  on  Wednesday,  the  third  day  of  it,  from  4  in  the  mornings 
when  the  Manoeuvres  began,  till  well  after  10,  when  they  ended, 
there  was  a  rain  like  Noah's ;  rain  falling  as  from  backets  and 
water-spouts ;  and  that  Friedrich  (and  perhaps  most  others  too), 
so  intent  upon  his  business,  paid  not  the  least  regard  to  it ;  bat 
rode  about,  intensely  inspecting,  in  lynx-eyed  watchfulness 
of  everything,  as  if  no  rain  had  been  there.  Was  not  at  the 
pains  even  to  put  on  his  cloak.  Six  hours  of  such  down-pour; 
and  a  weakly  old  man  of  73  past.  Of  course  he  was  wetted 
to  the  bone.  On  returning  to  head-quarters,  his  boots  were 
found  full  of  water ;  <'  when  pulled  off,  it  came  pouring  fnm 
them  like  a  pair  of  pails." 

He  got  into  dry  clothes ;  presided  in  his  usual  way  at  dinner, 
which  soon  followed ;  had  many  Grenerals  and  guests,  —  La- 
fayette, Lord  Cornwallis,  Duke  of  York ;  —  and,  as  might  be 
expected,  felt  unusually  feverish  afterwards.  Hot,  chill,  quite 
poorly  all  afternoon ;  glad  to  get  to  bed :  —  where  he  fell  into 
deep  sleep,  into  profuse  perspiration,  as  his  wont  was ;  and 
awoke,  next  morning,  greatly  recovered ;  altogether  well  again, 
as  he  supposed.  Well  enough  to  finish  his  Beview  comforta- 
bly ;  and  start  for  home.  Went  —  round  by  Neisse,  inspec- 
tion not  to  be  omitted  there,  though  it  doubles  the  distance 
—  to  Brieg  that  day;  a  drive  of  80  miles,  inspection-work 
included.  Thence,  at  Breslau  for  three  days  more:  with 
dinners  of  state,  balls,  illuminations,  in  honor  of  the  Duka 
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of  York,  —  our  as  jet  last  Dnke  of  York,  then  a  brisk  young 
fellow  of  twenty-two ;  to  whom,  by  accident,  among  his  other 
distinctions,  may  belong  this  of  having  (most  involuntarily) 
helped  to  kill  Friedrich  the  Great ! 

Back  to  Potsdam,  Friedrich  pushed  on  with  business ;  and 
complained  of  nothing.  Was  at  Berlin  in  about  ten  days 
(September  9th),  for  an  Artillery  Beview;  saw  his  Sister 
Amelia;  saw  various  public  works  in  a  state  of  progress, — 
but  what  perhaps  is  medically  significant,  went  in  the  after- 
noon to  a  kind  of  Spa  Well  they  have  at  Berlin ;  and  slept^ 
not  at  the  Palace,  but  at  this  Sx>a,  in  the  hostelry  or  lodging- 
house  attached.^  Next  day  (September  IQth),  the  Artillery 
Manoeuvre  was  done ;  and  the  King  left  Berlin,  —  little  guess- 
ing he  had  seen  Berlin  for  the  last  time. 

The  truth  is,  his  health,  unknown  to  him  (though  that  of 
taking  a  Night  at  the  Spa  Well  probably  denotes  some  guess 
or  feeling  of  the  kind  on  his  part),  must  have  been  in  a  dan- 
gerous or  almost  ruinous  state.  Accordingly,  soon  afterwards, 
September  18th-19th,  in  the  night-time,  he  was  suddenly 
aroused  by  a  Fit  of  Suffocation  (what  they  call  Stickfluss) ; 
and,  for  some  hours,  till  relief  was  got,  everybody  feared  he 
would  perish.  Next  day  there  came  gout ;  which  perhaps  he 
regarded  almost  as  a  friend:  but  it  did  not  prove  sudi;  it 
proved  the  captain  of  a  chaotic  company  of  enemies;  and 
Friedrich's  end,  I  suppose,  was  already  inexorably  near.  At 
the  Grand  Potsdam  Beview  (22d~23d  September),  chief  Be- 
view  of  all,  and  with  such  an  af&uence  of  Strangers  to  it 
this  Autumn,  he  was  quite  unable  to  appear ;  prescribed  the 
MancBuvres  and  Procedures,  and  sorrowfully  kept  his  room.' 

^  Bodenbeck,  in  die. 

<  This  of  asd  September,  1785.  is  what  Print4:V>llector8  know  IoomIj  m 
"  Friedrick*$  Last  Review ;  *'  —  one  CnnningbAm,  an  English  Painter  (son  of  a 
Jacobite  ditto,  and  himself  of  wandering  habitat),  and  Clemens,  a  Prussian 
Sngraver,  baring  done  a  rery  large  and  highly  superior  Print  of  it,  by  way  of 
speculation  in  Military  Portraits  (Berlin,  1787) ;  in  which,  among  many  others, 
there  figures  the  crediblest  Likeness  known  to  me  of  Friedrith  in  Old  Agt^ 
though  Friedrich  himself  was  not  there.  (See  Preuu,  iv.  242 ;  especially  see 
RikUnbeck,  ilL  337  n.)  —  As  Crown-Prince,  Friedrich  had  sot  to  Pasna :  wvm 
afterwards  to  any  Artist. 
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Friedricli  was  always  something  of  a  Doctor  himself;  he 
had  little  faith  in  professional  Doctors,  though  he  liked  to 
speak  with  the  intelligent  sort;  and  was  carious  about  their 
science.  And  it  is  agreed  he  really  had  good  notions  in  r^aid 
to  it ;  in  particular,  that  he  very  well  understood  his  own  oon- 
stitution  of  body ;  knew  the  effects  of  causes  there,  at  say 
rate,  and  the  fit  regimens  and  methods: — as  an  old  man  of 
sense  will  usually  do.  The  complaint  is,  that  he  was  not 
always  faithful  to  regimen ;  that,  in  his  old  days  at  leasts  he 
loved  strong  soups,  hot  spicy  meats;  —  finding,  I  suppose, a 
kind  of  stimulant  in  them,  as  others  do  in  wine;  a  sudden 
renewal  of  strength,  which  might  be  very  tempting  to  him. 
There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  unwise  babble  on  this  subjeo^ 
which  I  find  no  reason  to  belieye,  except  as  just  said.  In  the 
fall  of  this  year,  as  usual,  perhaps  rather  later  than  usual,— 
not  till  November  8th  (for  what  reason  so  delaying,  Marwitz 
told  us  already),  —  he  withdrew  from  Sans-Souci,  his  Summer- 
Cottage  ;  shut  himself  up  in  Potsdam  Palace  (Old  Palace)  for 
the  winter.  It  was  known  he  was  very  ailing ;  and  that  he 
never  stirred  out,  —  but  this  was  not  quite  unusual  in  late 
winters;  and  the  rumors  about  his  health  were  vague  and 
various.  Now,  as  always,  he  himself,  except  to  his  Doctors, 
was  silent  on  that  subject.  Various  military  Doctors,  Theden, 
Frese  and  others  of  eminence,  were  within  reach ;  but  it  is  not 
known  to  me  that  he  consulted  any  of  them. 

Not  till  January,  1786,  when  symptoms  worse  than  ever,  of 
asthma,  of  dropsy,  began  to  manifest  themselves,  did  he  call 
in  Selle,  the  chief  Berlin  Doctor,  and  a  man  of  real  sagacity, 
as  is  still  evident ;  who  from  the  first  concluded  the  disease 
to  be  desperate ;  but  of  course  began  some  alleviatory  treat- 
ment, the  skilfulest  possible  to  him.^  Selle,  when  questioned, 
kept  his  worst  fears  carefully  to  himself :  but  the  King  noticed 
Sellers  real  opinion,  —  which,  probably,  was  the  King's  owd 

1  Christian  Gottlieb  Selle,  Krankheiiaguchickle  des  ffMiUeeligm  Kditigt 
von  Preussen  Friedrtchs  des  Zweyten  Majestat  (Berlin,  1786) ;  a  vezy  smaU  Pam- 
phlet, now  very  rare ;  —  giving  in  the  most  distinct,  intelligent,  modest  and 
conclusive  way,  an  account  of  eveiything  pertinent,  and  rigoioiialjr  of  noUuaf 
else. 
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too;  —  and  finding  little  actual  alloviatioii,  a  gcHxl  ilotil  nf 
tronbley  and  no  possibility  of  a  victoriouH  vonwh  by  MiIh  war 
isLre  on  the  outworks,  began  to  bo  weary  (tf  Hnlln  )  atid  tf»  iiirti 
hiB  hopes  —  what  hopes  he  yet  had  —  on  thn  flfi«  wr*Hilti't' 
soon  due.  He  had  a  continual  short  small  nciiigh,  wIiImIi  mii«*li 
troubled  him ;  there  was  fear  of  new  Hwftmfii'um  Kit  j  Hm 
breathing  always  difficult. 

But  Spring  came,  unusually  mild;  th«f  Kirii^  mii  tm  fM 
southern  balconies  in  the  genial  sun  and  air,  I'Mikinif  '/vt^i  Om9 
bright  sky  and  earth,  and  new  birth  of  tbingn  ^  "  W*fr«*  I  ni 
Sans-Souci,  amid  the  Gardens!''  thought  hp.  /i//ri/  17///,  hi9 
shifted  thither :  not  in  a  sedan,  aK  Marwit/.  VyJ'i  iji"  of  i}>»  f«;f. 
mer  journey;  but  "in  his  carriag**,  ytrry  *^^r]y  hi  \Ui^  9U'/ptn*tpt^^ 
making  a  long  roundiibout  ihr^m'^h  riui'rj*  VIJUh^m?,  wnU,  iitpy 
relays,"  —  probably  witL  thf  j/j'/tir^r  M4i<rwh«  tMMii|^i«  M*'^ i> 
are  two  oontemjiriniii^.nui  Y,7L*sffrjM  .  — 

1*.  Jfiroft^Mo/  JSflWM^Sw*^'.  ^^Tlo*  irti."»*  4»7,''  4^11  iTMi, 
it  ^ypears.'  ^'tirf  Einr  «rr  yijy^^^\  fo.  fr^  M^fHi^f  ^.^i  iut^ 
time.  Mizifaeax  Ls^c  ^tjhp-  v^  i>rv  v  IVII'  J k* '«•>•#  r  f>^  i*<r 
emnd  act  T*rr  xiF»»«.'jiifr  — *-i:«jt-;»»   Mfisji*   f,^    Mfii«»«4^'t  v^i^.i^^ 

since  so  fuuuB  iaxiriir  xbas-rirr^!/  i-v  t'^t^a^i^i.-y  i,',ui  */*'  <4f«^ 
him  tijft-*-  H*  vpms*  v  Ji^f*  -i**^-f,'u-/  #'^«n>i.»  >»«.^'  f«f)fH#t 
meet  wia.  ^a^  Ozarnfiu — >^*>?»  ••»-*' -t^^  H**/-.*    ,.   :i.j.<     ^#1,, 

r  ?»      --r-    '/     .-.^-H     -^        -^     T    •  r      .  •  '     '** 

Sii*'     *-    ■•?',        *>«-       '^■i*       -^    -**■/  ^-       J     ,y  ,.     -       /     ,  y 
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Uyely ;  but  the  King  was  in  snoli  saffering,  and  bo 
for  breathy  I  was  myself  anxious  to  shorten  it: 
evening  I  travelled  on.' 

**  Mirabean  Senior  did  not  die  at  this  time :  and 
General  Calonne,  now  again  eager  to  shake  off  an  im 
and  far  too  clear-sighted  Mirabean  Junior,  said  to 
*  Back  to  Berlin,  could  n't  you  ?  Their  King  is  d; 
King  coming ;  highly  important  to  us ! '  — and  poor 
went.  Left  Paris  again,  in  May ;  with  money 
no  other  outfit,  and  more  in  the  character  of  Ne 
ture  than  of  Diplomatic  Envoy,"  ^  as  perhaps  we 
siently  see. 

2^  Maris  Antoinette  at  Versailles;  to  her  S 
Brussels  (Husband  and  she,  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Teschen,  are  Governors  of  the  Netherlands)  :  — 

March  20th,  1786.  .  .  .  '<  There  has  been  arrested 
one  Villette,  who  played  a  great  part  in  that  abo: 
[of  the  Diamond  Necklace,  now  emerging  on  an 
Queen  and  world].^    M.  Target,"  Advocate  of  the 
Cardinal,  "  is  coming  out  with  his  Memoir :  he 
tion ;  and  God  knows  what  are  the  lies  he  will  pro.^ 
us.    There  is  a  Memoir  by  that  Quack  of  a  Cagli^ 
these  are  at  this  moment  the  theme  of  all  talk." 

April  6th.  "  The  Memoirs,  the  lies,  succeed  each  (; 
the  Business  grows  darker,  not  clearer.  Such  a  Card; 
Church!  He  brazenly  maintains  his  distracted  s 
the  Bosquet  [Interview  with  me  in  person,  in  that  m 
Arbor  at  Versailles ;  to  me  inconceivable,  not  yet  1 
a  Demoiselle  d'Oliva  from  the  streets,  who  had  actc.; 
there],  and  my  Assent  [to  purchase  the  Necklace  foi  > 
impudence  and  his  audacity  surpass  belief.  O  SifC', 
all  my  strength  to  support  such  cruel  assaults.  .  . 

1  Bodenbeck,  iii.  343.    Fils  Adoptif,  MSmoint  <U  Mirabecm 
iT.  288-292,  296. 

2  Carlylc's  MiKeUames  (Library  Edition),  r.  3-96,  § 
The  wretched  Cardinal  de  Rohan  was  arrested  at  VersaiDea, 
Bastille, "  August  15th,  1785,"  the  day  before  Friedrich  set  out 
Beview ;  erer  since  which,  the  arrestments  and  judicial  in^ 
•ontinned,  —  continue  till  "  May  10th,  1786,"  whm  Sentenoe 
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Day.  July  4th;  he  rode  again ;  and  it  was  for  the  last  tine. 
About  two  weeks  after,  Gonde  was  again  brought  out;  bat 
it  would  not  do:  Adieu,  my  Gond^;  not  possible,  as  dungs 
are!  — 

During  all  this  while,  and  to  the  very  end,  Friedrioh's  Affain, 
great  and  small,  were,  in  every  branch  and  item,  guided  on  by 
him,  with  a  perfection  not  surpassed  in  his  palmiest  days :  he 
saw  his  Ministers,  saw  all  who  had  business  with  him,  many 
who  had  little ;  and  in  the  sore  coil  of  bodily  miseries,  as 
Hertzberg  observed  with  wonder,  never  was  the  King's  intel- 
lect clearer,  or  his  judgment  more  just  and  decisive.  Of  his 
disease,  except  to  the  Doctors,  he  spoke  no  word  to  anybody. 
The  body  of  Friedrich  is  a  ruin,  but  his  soul  is  still  here;  and 
receives  his  friends  and  his  tasks  as  formerly.  Asthma,  dropsy, 
erysipelas,  continual  want  of  sleep ;  for  many  months  past  he 
has  not  been  in  bed,  but  sits  day  and  night  in  an  easy-chair, 
unable  to  get  breath  except  in  that  posture.  He  said  one 
morning,  to  somebody  entering,  '^  If  you  happened  to  want  a 
night-watcher,  I  could  suit  you  welL'* 

His  multifarious  Military  businesses  come  first;  then  his 
three  Clerks,  with  the  Civil  and  Political.  These  three  he 
latterly,  instead  of  calling  about  6  or  7  o'clock,  has  had  to 
appoint  for  4  each  morning:  "My  situation  forces  me,"  his 
message  said,  "  to  give  them  this  trouble,  which  they  will  not 
have  to  suffer  long.  My  life  is  on  the  decline ;  the  time  which 
I  still  have  I  must  employ.  It  belongs  not  to  me,  but  to  the 
State."  ^  About  11,  business,  followed  by  short  surgical  de- 
tails or  dressings  (sadly  insisted  on  in  those  Books,  and  in 
themselves  sufficiently  sad),  being  all  done,  —  his  friends  or 
daily  company  are  admitted :  five  chiefly,  or  (not  counting 
Minister  Hertzberg)  four,  Lucchesini,  Schwerin,  Pinto,  Grortz; 
who  sit  with  him  about  one  hour  now,  and  two  hours  in  the 
evening  again  :  —  dreary  company  to  our  minds,  perhaps  not 
quite  so  dreary  to  the  King's ;  but  they  are  all  he  has  left 
And  he  talks  cheerfully  with  them  "on  Literature,  EListoiy, 
on  the  topics  of  the  day,  or  whatever  topic  rises,  as  if  there 
were  no  sickness  here."    A  man  adjusted  to  his  hard  oircum* 

1  Freois,  ir,  257  n. 
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stances;  and  bearing  himself  manlike  and  Ifi^^glikft  among 
them. 

He  well  knew  himself  to  be  dying ;  bat  some  think,  expected 
that  the  end  might  be  a  little  farther  off.  There  is  a  grand 
simplicity  of  stoicism  in  him ;  coming  as  if  by  nature,  or  by 
long  ^ecom^nature ;  finely  unconscious  of  itself,  and  finding 
nothing  of  peculiar  in  this  new  trial  laid  on  it.  From  of  old, 
Life  has  been  infinitely  contemptible  to  him.  In  death,  I  think, 
he  has  neither  fear  nor  hope.  Atheism,  truly,  he  never  could 
abide :  to  him,  as  to  all  of  us,  it  was  flatly  inconceiyable  that 
intellect,  moral  emotion,  could  have  been  put  into  him  by  an  En- 
tity that  had  none  of  its  own.  But  there,  pretty  much,  his  The- 
ism seems  to  have  stopped.  Instinctively,  too,  he  believed,  no 
man  more  firmly,  that  Bight  alone  has  ultimately  any  strength 
in  this  world:  ultimately,  yes;  —  but  for  him  and  his  poor 
brief  interests,  what  good  was  it  ?  Hone  for  himself  in  Divine 
Justice,  in  Divine  Providence,  I  think  he  had  not  practically 
any ;  that  the  unfathomable  Demiurgus  should  concern  himself 
with  such  a  set  of  paltry  ill-given  animalcules  as  oneself  and 
mankind  are,  this  also,  as  we  have  often  noticed,  is  in  the  main 
incredible  to  him. 

A  sad  Creed,  this  of  the  King's ;  —  he  had  to  do  his  duty 
without  fee  or  reward.  Yes,  reader ;  —  and  what  is  well  worth 
your  attention,  you  will  have  difficulty  to  find,  in  the  annals 
of  any  Creed,  a  King  or  man  who  stood  more  faithfully  to  his 
duty;  and,  till  the  last  hour,  alone  concerned  himself  with 
doing  that.  To  poor  Friedrich  that  was  all  the  Law  and  all  the 
Prophets :  and  I  much  recommend  you  to  surpass  him,  if  you, 
by  good  luck,  have  a  better  Copy  of  those  inestimable  Docu- 
ments !  —  Inarticulate  notions,  fancies,  transient  aspirations, 
he  might  have,  in  the  background  of  his  mind.  One  day,  sit- 
ting for  a  while  out  of  doors,  gazing  into  the  Sun,  he  was 
heard  to  murmur,  "Perhaps  I  shall  be  nearer  thee  soon: "  — 
and  indeed  nobody  knows  what  his  thoughts  were  in  these 
final  months.  There  is  traceable  only  a  complete  superiority 
to  Fear  and  Hope ;  in  parts,  too,  are  half-glimpses  of  a  great 
motionless  interior  lake  of  Sorrow,  sadder  than  any  tears  or 
complainings,  which  are  altogether  wanting  to  it. 
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Friedricli^s  dismissal  of  Selle,  Jnne  4thy  by  no  means  meant 
that  he  had  given  up  hope  from  medicine ;  on  the  contrary, 
two  days  after,  he  had  a  Letter  on  the  road  for  Zimmermaim 
at  Hanover ;  whom  he  always  remembers  favorably  since  thai 
Dialogue  we  read  fifteen  years  ago.  His  first  Kote  to  Zimmer- 
mann  is  of  June  6th,  "  Would  you  consent  to  come  for  a  fort- 
night, and  try  upon  me  ?  '^  Zimmermann's  overjoyed  Answer, 
"  Yes,  thrice  surely  yes,"  is  of  June  10th ;  Friedrich's  second 
is  of  June  16th,  ^'  Come,  then ! ''  And  Zimmermann  came  ac- 
cordingly,—  as  is  still  too  well  known.  Arrived  23d  June; 
stayed  till  10th  July;  had  Thirty-three  Interviews  or  Dia- 
logues with  him;  one  visit  the  last  day;  two,  morning  and 
evening,  every  preceding  day ;  —  and  published  a  Book  about 
them,  which  made  immense  noise  in  the  world,  and  is  still 
read,  with  little  profit  or  none,  by  inquirers  into  FiiedricL^ 
Thirty-three  Dialogues,  throwing  no  new  light  on  Friedrich, 
none  of  them  equal  in  interest  to  the  old  specimen  known 
to  us. 

In  fact,  the  Book  turns  rather  on  Zimmermann  himself  than 
on  his  Boyal  Patient ;  and  might  be  entitled,  as  it  was  by  a 
Satirist,  Dialogues  of  Zimmermann  L  and  Friedrich  IL  An 
unwise  Book ;  abounding  in  exaggeration ;  breaking  out  con- 
tinually into  extraneous  sallies  and  extravagancies, — the  source 
of  which  is  too  plainly  an  immense  conceit  of  oneself.  Zinuner- 
mann  is  fifteen  years  older  since  we  last  saw  him ;  a  man  now 
verging  towards  sixty ;  but  has  not  grown  wiser  in  proportion. 
In  Hanover,  though  miraculously  healed  of  that  Leihesschade, 
and  full  of  high  hopes,  he  has  had  his  new  tribulations,  new 
compensations, — both  of  an  agitating  character.  "There 
arose,"  he  says,  in  reference  to  some  medical  Review-article  he 
wrote,  "a  Weiber^pidemik,  a  universal  shrieking  combination 
of  all  the  Women  against  me : "  —  a  frightful  accident  while 
it  lasted!  Then  his  little  Daughter  died  on  his  hands;  his 
Son  had  disorders,  nervous  imbecilities,  —  did  not  die,  but  did 

1  Ritter  Ton  Zimmermann,  Uher  Friedrich  den  Grttuen  und  mane  Umter^ 
redungen  mil  Ihm  kurz  von  aeinem  Tode  (1  vol.  Svo :  Leipzig,  1788) ;  — followad 
bj  Fragmente  Uher  Friedrich  den  Gros$en  (3  toIb.  12mo:  Leipsig,  1790J;  and 


Chaf.  el  FRIEDRICH'S  LAST  ILLNESS  AND  DEATH.      508 

Jane,  1788. 

worse;  went  into  hopeless  idiotcy,  and  so  lived  for  many 
years.  Zimmermann^  being  dreadfully  miserable,  hypochon- 
driac, what  not,  ''his  friends/'  he  himself  passive,  it  would 
seem,  "  managed  to  get  a  young  Wife  for  him ; "  thirty  years 
younger  than  he,  —  whose  performances,  however,  in  this  diffi- 
cult post,  are  praised. 

Lastly,  not  many  months  ago  (Leipzig,  1785),  the  big  final 
edition  of  ''  Solitude "  (four  volumes)  has  come  out ;  to  the 
joy  and  enthusiasm  of  all  philanthropic-philosophic  and  other 
circulating-library  creatures:  —  a  Copy  of  which  came,  by 
course  of  nature,  not  by  Zimmermann's  help,  into  the  hands  of 
Catharine  of  Russia.  Sublime  imperial  Letter  thereupon,  with 
'valuable  diamond  ring;'  invitation  to  come  to  Petersburg, 
with  charges  borne  (declined,  on  account  of  health);  to  be 
imperial  Physician  (likewise  declined)  ;  —  in  fine,  continued 
Correspondence  with  Catharine  (trying  enough  for  a  vain 
head),  and  Knighthood  of  the  Order  of  St.  Wladimir, — so 
that,  at  least.  Doctor  Zimmermann  is  Ritter  Zimmermann 
henceforth.  And  now,  here  has  come  his  new  Visit  to  Fried- 
rich  the  Great ;  —  which,  with  the  issues  it  had,  and  the  tem- 
pestuous cloud  of  tumid  speculations  and  chaotic  writings  it 
involved  him  in,  quite  upset  the  poor  Bitter  Doctor;  so  that, 
hypochondrias  deepening  to  the  abysmal,  his  fine  intellect 
sank  altogether,  —  and  only  Death,  which  happily  followed 
soon,  could  disimprison  him.  At  this  moment,  there  is  in 
Zimmermann  a  worse  "  Dropsy "  of  the  spiritual  kind,  than 
this  of  the  physical,  which  he  has  come  in  relief  of ! 

Excerpts  of  those  Zimmermann  Dialogttes  lie  copiously  round 
me,  ready  long  ago,  —  nay,  I  understand  there  is,  or  was,  an 
English  Translation  of  the  whole  of  them,  better  or  worse,  for 
behoof  of  the  curious :  —  but  on  serious  consideration  now,  I 
have  to  decide.  That  they  are  but  as  a  Scene  of  clowns  in  the 
Elder  Dramatists ;  which,  even  were  it  not  overdone  as  it  is, 
eannot  be  admitted  in  this  place,  and  is  plainly  impertinent  in 
the  Tragedy  that  is  being  acted  here.  Something  of  Farce  will 
often  enough,  in  this  irreverent  world,  intrude  itself  on  the 
most  solemn  Tragedy;  but,  in  pity  even  to  the  Farce,  there 
<Xight  at  least  to  be  closed  doors  kept  between  them. 
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Enough  for  us  to  say^  That  Bitter  Zimmermann  —  who  is  i 
Physician  and  a  Man  of  Literary  Genius^  and  should  not  hsn 
become  a  Tn^o  Zany  —  did,  with  unspeakable  emotions,  te^ 
rors,  prayers  to  Heaven,  and  paroxysms  of  his  own  ridicaloas 
kind,  prescribe  *'  Syrup  of  Dandelion ''  to  the  King ;  talked  to 
him  soothingly,  musically,  successfully;   found  the  ELing  a 
most  pleasant  Talker,  but  a  very  wilful  perverse  kind  of 
Patient ;  whose  errors  in  point  of  diet  especially  were  eno^ 
mous  to  a  degree.    Truth  is,  the  King's  appetite  for  food  did 
still  survive :  —  and  this  might  have  been,  you  would  think, 
the  one  hopeful  basis  of  Zimmermann's  whole  treatment,  if 
there  were  still  any  hope :  but  no ;  Zimmermann  merely,  with 
uncommon  emphasis,  lyrically  recognizes  such  amazing  appe- 
tite in  an  old  man  overwhelmed  by  diseases,  —  trumpets  it 
abroad,  for  ignorant  persons  to  regard  as  a  crime,  or  perhaps  as 
a  type  generally  of  the  man's  past  life,  and  makes  no  other  at- 
tempt upon  it;  —  stands  by  his  '^ Extract  of  Dandelion  boiled 
to  the  consistency  of  honey;"  and  on  the  seventeenth  daj, 
July  10th,  voiceless  from  emotion,  heart  just  breaking,  takes 
himself  away,  and  ceases.    One  of  our  Notes  says :  — 

"  Zimmermann  went  by  Dessau  and  Brunswick ;  at  Bruns- 
wick, if  he  made  speed  thither,  Zimmermann  might  perhaps 
find  Mirabeau,  who  is  still  there,  and  just  leaving  for  Berlin 
to  be  in  at  the  death :  —  but  if  the  Doctor  and  he  missed  each 
other,  it  was  luckier,  as  they  had  their  controversies  after- 
wards. Mirabeau  arrived  at  Berlin,  July  2l8t :  ^  vastly  diligent 
in  picking  up  news,  opinions,  judgments  of  men  and  events, 
for  his  Calonne; — and  amazingly  accurate,  one  finds;  such  a 
flash  of  insight  has  he,  in  whatever  element,  foul  or  fair. 

"  JtUi/  9thy  the  day  before  Zimmermann's  departure.  Hertz- 
berg  had  come  out  to  Potsdam  in  permanence.  Hertzberg  is 
privately  thenceforth  in  communication  with  the  Successor; 
altogether  privately,  though  no  doubt  Friedrich  knew  it  well 
enough,  and  saw  it  to  be  right.  Of  course,  all  manner  of  poor 
creatures  are  diligent  about  their  own  bits  of  interests ;  and 
saying  to  themselves,   *A  New  Reign  is   evidently  nigh!* 

1  Mirabeau,  Histoire  secrete  de  la  Cour  de  BerUn,  tom«  iii.  of  CEwru  dt 
Mirabeau:  Parifl,  IS21^ Lettre  v.  p.  37. 
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^-ea.  niT  meads;  —  and  a  precious  Keign  it  will  prove  in  com- 
:  sensualities,  luiotuous  religiositiesy  ostentationB,  iiii« 
;  enlminating  in  Jena  twenty  years  henoe." 

liaggles  to  tell  us  what  his  report  was  at 
;  says,  he  "set  the  Duke  [Erbprinzj  who  is  now 
six  years  past]  sobbing  and  weeping;**  though 
the  Widow  Duchess  there  must  have  been  some  hope 
held  oa%  as  we  shall  now  see.  The  Duchess's  Letter  or  Letters 
to  her  Brother  are  lost ;  but  this  is  his  Answer :  — 

Fritdrich  to  the  Ihichess-Dowager  of  Brunswick. 

"  San8-Socci,  10th  Augoft,  178S. 

'^Mt  adorable  Sister,  —  The  Hanover  Doctor  has  wished 
to  make  himself  important  with  you,  my  good  Sister ;  but  the 
tmth  is,  he  has  been  of  no  use  to  me  (m'a  it4  inutile).  The 
old  must  give  place  to  the  young,  that  each  generation  may 
find  room  clear  for  it :  and  Life,  if  we  examine  strictly  what 
its  course  is,  consists  in  seeing  one's  fellow-creatures  die  and 
be  bom.  In  the  mean  while,  I  have  felt  myself  a  little  easier 
for  the  last  day  or  two.  My  heart  remains  inviolably  attached 
to  yon,  my  good  Sister.  With  the  highest  consideration, — 
My  adorable  Sister,  —  Your  faithful  Brother  and  Servant, 

"  Friedrich."  * 

This  is  Priedrich's  last  Letter ;  —  his  last  to  a  friend.  There 
is  one  to  his  Queen,  which  Preuss's  Index  seems  to  regard  as 
later,  though  without  apparent  likelihood ;  there  being  no  date 
whatever,  and  only  these  words  :  "  Madam,  —  I  am  much 
obliged  by  the  wishes  you  deign  to  form  :  but  a  heavy  fever 
I  have  taken  {grosse  Jievre  t/ue  fai  prise)  hinders  me  from 
answering  you."  * 

On  common  current  inutters  of  business,  and  even  on 
uncommon,  there  continue  yet  for  four  days  to  be  Letters 
expressly  dictated  by  Friedrioh ;  Home  ulxiut  military  matters 
(vacancies  to  be  filled,  uew  Fn»i«.Corps  to  be  levied).  Two 
or  three  of  them  are  on  ho  HmiiU  a  subject  as  the  purchase  of 
new  Books  by  his  Librariuui  iit  Berlin.    One,  and  it  has  been 

1  a:wnM  <U  FrkUne,  xxvii.  i.  aft)l.  >  lb.  utL  62. 
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preceded  by  examining,  is.  Order  to  the  Potsdam  Magistntei 
to  grant  ''the  Baker  Schroder,  in  terms  of  his  petition,  a  Free- 
Pass  out  of  Preossen  hither,  for  100  bushels  of  rye  and  50  of 
Tviieat,  though  Schroder  will  not  find  the  prices  much  cheaper 
there  than  here.''  His  last,  of  August  14th,  is  to  De  Lannay, 
Head  of  the  Excise :  ''  Your  Account  of  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures came  to  hand  yesterday,  13th ;  but  is  too  much  in  small: 
I  require  one  more  detailed,"  —  and  explains,  with  brief  clea^ 
ness,  on  what  points  and  how.  Neglects  nothing,  great  or 
small,  while  life  yet  is. 

Tuesday,  Augtcst  IBth,  1786,  Contrary  to  all  wont,  the  King 
did  not  awaken  till  11  o'clock.  On  first  looking  up,  he  seemed 
in  a  confused  state,  but  soon  recovered  himself ;  called  in  his 
Grenerals  and  Secretaries,  who  had  been  in  waiting  so  lon& 
and  gave,  with  his  old  precision,  the  Orders  wanted, — one 
to  Eohdich,  Commandant  of  Potsdam,  about  a  Review  of  the 
troops  there  next  day ;  Order  minutely  perfect,  in  knowledge 
of  the  ground,  in  foresight  of  what  and  how  the  evolutions 
were  to  be ;  which  was  accordingly  performed  on  the  morrow. 
The  Cabinet  work  he  went  through  with  the  like  possession  of 
himself,  giving,  on  every  point,  his  Three  Clerks  their  di^e^ 
tions,  in  a  weak  voice,  yet  with  the  old  power  of  spirit,  — dic- 
tated to  one  of  them,  among  other  things,  an  ''  Instruction  " 
for  some  Ambassador  just  leaving ;  "  four  quarto  pages,  which," 
says  Hertzberg,  "  would  have  done  honor  to  the  most  experi- 
enced Minister ;  "  and,  in  the  evening,  he  signed  his  Missives 
as  usual.  This  evening  still,  —  but — no  evening  more.  We 
are  now  at  the  last  scene  of  all,  which  ends  this  strange  event* 
ful  History. 

Wednesday  morning,  Greneral-Adjutants,  Secretaries,  Com* 
mandant,  were  there  at  their  old  hours ;  but  word  came  oat, 
"  Secretaries  are  to  wait :  "  King  is  in  a  kind  of  sleep,  of  8te^ 
torous  ominous  character,  as  if  it  were  the  death-sleep ;  seems 
not  to  recollect  himself,  when  he  does  at  intervals  open  his 
eyes.    After  hours  of  this,*  on  a  ray  of  consciousness,  the 

^  Selle  (ot  sup.) ;  Anonymous  (Eletschke),  Letzte  Stimden  und  Lekkaie' 
ganqniss  Friedrichs  des  Zweyten,  (Potwlam,  1786) ;  PniUM,  iT.  S64  ct  Mq. ;  Rd* 
denbeck,  iii.  363-^66. 
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King  bethought  him  of  Eohdioh,  the  Commandant;  tried  to 
give  Rohdich  the  Parole  as  usual ;  tried  twioe,  perhaps  three 
times ;  but  found  he  could  not  speak ;  —  and  with  a  glance  of 
sorrow,  which  seemed  to  say,  '^  It  is  impossible,  then  ! "  turned 
his  head,  and  sank  back  into  the  comer  of  his  chair.  Eohdioh 
burst  into  tears :  the  King  again  laj  slumberous ;  —  the  rattle 
of  death  beginning  soon  after,  which  lasted  at  intervals  all 
day.  Selle,  in  Berlin,  was  sent  for  by  express ;  he  arrived 
about  three  of  the  afternoon :  King  seemed  a  little  more  con- 
scious, knew  those  about  him,  '^  his  face  red  rather  than  pale, 
in  his  eyes  still  something  of  their  old  fire."  Towards  even- 
ing the  feverishness  abated  (to  Selle,  I  suppose,  a  fatal  symp- 
tom) ;  the  King  fell  into  a  soft  sleep,  with  warm  perspiration ; 
but,  on  awakening,  complained  of  cold,  repeatedly  of  cold, 
demanding  wrappage  after  wrappage  (''  Kissen/^  soft  quilt  of 
the  old  fashion)  ;  —  and  on  examining  feet  and  legs,  one  of  the 
Doctors  made  signs  that  they  were  in  fact  cold,  up  nearly  to 
the  knee.  '<  What  said  he  of  the  feet  ?  "  murmured  the  King 
some  time  afterwards,  the  Doctor  having  now  stepped  out  of 
sight.  "  Much  the  same  as  before,"  answered  some  attendant 
The  King  shook  his  head,  incredulous. 

He  drank  once,  grasping  the  goblet  with  both  hands,  a 
draught  of  fennel-water,  his  customary  drink;  and  seemed 
relieved  by  it;  —  his  last  refection  in  this  world.  Towards 
nine  in  the  evening,  there  had  come  on  a  continual  short  cough, 
and  a  rattling  in  the  breast,  breath  more  and  more  difficult 
Why  continue?  Friedrich  is  making  exit,  on  the  common 
terms  -,  you  may  Jiear  the  curtain  rustling  down.  For  most 
part  he  was  unconscious,  never  more  than  half  conscious.  As 
the  wall-clock  above  his  head  struck  11,  he  asked :  *'  What 
o'clock  ?  "  "  Eleven,"  answered  they.  "  At  4,"  murmured  he, 
''I  will  rise."  One  of  his  dogs  sat  on  its  stool  near  him; 
about  midnight  he  noticed  it  shivering  fpr  cold:  ''Throw  a 
qtdlt  over  it,"  said  or  beckoned  he ;  that,  I  think,  was  his  last 
completely  conscious  utterance.  Afterwards,  in  a  severe  chok- 
ing fit,  getting  at  last  rid  of  the  phlegm,  he  said,  *'  La  monia^ns 
est  pass^e,  natu  irons  mieuxj  We  are  over  the  hill,  we  shall  go 
better  now." 
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Attendants,  Hertzberg,  Selle  and  one  or  two  otherSi  wen  in 
the  outer  room ;  none  in  Friedrich's  but  Striitskiy  his  Kammo^ 
hussar,  one  of  Three  who  are  his  sole  valets  and  nunes ;  a 
faithful  ingenious  man,  as  they  all  seem  to  be,  and  excellently 
chosen  for  the  object.  Strutzki,  to  save  the  King  from  liiigt> 
ling  down,  as  he  always  did,  into  the  comer  of  bis  ft^yr, 
where,  with  neck  and  chest  bent  forward,  breathing  was  im* 
possible,  —  at  last  took  the  King  on  his  knee  ;  kneeling  on  the 
ground  with  his  other  knee  for  the  purpose,  —  King's  right 
arm  round  Strtitzki's  neck,  Striitzki's  left  arm  round  the  Eii^s 
back,  and  supporting  his  other  shoulder ;  in  which  posture  the 
faithful  creature,  for  above  two  hours,  sat  motionless,  tiU  the 
end  came.  Within  doors,  all  is  silence,  except  this  breathing; 
around  it  the  dark  earth  silent,  above  it  the  silent  stars.  At 
20  minutes  past  2,  the  breathing  paused,  —  wavered ;  ceased. 
Friedrich's  Life-battle  is  fought  out ;  instead  of  suffering  and 
sore  labor,  here  is  now  rest.  Thursday  morning,  17th  August 
1786,  at  the  dark  hour  just  named.  On  the  Slst  of  May  last, 
this  King  had  reigned  46  years.  ''He  has  lived,^  connts 
Eddenbeck,  '*  74  years,  6  months  and  24  days.'' 

His  death  seems  very  stem  and  lonely ;  —  a  man  of  mich 
affectionate  feelings,  too ;  ''  a  man  with  more  sensibility  than 
other  men  ! "  But  so  had  his  whole  life  been,  stem  and  lonely; 
such  the  severe  law  laid  on  him.  Nor  was  it  inappropriate 
that  he  found  his  death  in  that  poor  Silesian  Beview ;  punc- 
tually doing,  as  usual,  the  work  that  had  come  in  hand.  Nor 
that  he  died  now,  rather  than  a  few  years  later.  In  these  final 
days  of  his,  we  have  transiently  noticed  Arch-Cardinal  de 
Bohan,  Arch-Quack  Cagliostro,  and  a  most  select  Company  of 
Persons  and  of  Actions,  like  an  Elixir  of  the  Nether  World, 
miraculously  emerging  into  daylight ;  and  all  Paris,  and  bj 
degrees  all  Europe,  getting  loud  with  the  DiamondrNecklau 
History.  And  to  eyes  of  deeper  speculation,  —  World-Poet 
Qoethe's,  for  instance,  —  it  is  becoming  evident  that  ChaoB  is 
again  big.  As  has  not  she  proved  to  be,  and  is  stiU  pronng, 
in  the  most  teeming  way  I  Better  for  a  Boyal  Hero,  fallen  old 
and  feeble,  to  be  hidden  from  such  things. 


OL  PHiBiJHirnr^  zjisr  'LL>m^  \>i/  i/iv.^»  n.     nn^ 


icnkos   IS    III    mnuu»«  •  MJmihRW,   >4Uiiihiti;.  J>AkkVi«>    w 
Iiaa  TTit^^wn   nit  Tuwaptfr  :.'';rsuiuii      ntio   jOxj  ^tS^    **^^'*«t 

Toitarff'a,    SEzalHiUU  :jtfE'-*ta7»fa.  ihac   -K't-*;   "jiia  ^^aU,    **/*    ^^^.^ 

for  ftjizx^  pigffona*  iml  lau  ythac  '>nin:i^>^  VW  r^/iA^Wij^ 
tiiat  oig&t:  3C  the  Qteea'^  ^oir^i?  vx  :s;i)Oi^'>it;if^^i/  ^vN**"^'**^  ^*** 
Aportmisnt  t±ac  ev^n:T;j:>  JbfUJULi.'i^  oj:  yx»cl>;.:ii;^',  ■  v^.V^vs' -wv^ 
he,  •  I  eagffldTwhJapewd^ibf  Pbfrx*Ji  >tv^>5\.^i:/  chi  Vvwx  a^^v.  •> 

whom  wooLi  beHeiv  rat?.  Xor.  iu  ^,ojl'5^  >fc\45  v'tkW^A*^  >**/.' 
fcgret,  hat  nobodr  else,  \.\>uUt  tht*  px^^Mt^  N?  K^  a\v«ss  v^>fc  tu^ 
to  want  of  fondsw*  "*  *  —  Enough.  oiuHtgtt 

Friedrich  was  not  burunl  at  Jvius  Sowo^^  lu  iUo    Uaut^  v^U^ssU 
he  had  built  for  himself;  whv  uoU  uv^UkU  s'Uv*U\  >va      ^> 
his  own  express  will,  then^  whs  Ui^  oiulveituuivii;     'i'w\«  tsv'^uuvvuV 
surgeons  washed  the   Corjiso,  dtHnnill^v  i»vt^|w4ViMl  l^  lv*i   ia^^x 
ment:  ^ At  8  that  same  ovonin^,  bVimliioh'a  IUhI.n  » vlui^simt  lu 
the  uniform  of  the  First  Batt^iliou  of  ihui^Ut  iMut  Ui\\  iii  lU 
coffin,  was  borne  to  Potsdaiu,   tii   a  hi^iMts  nf  oi^ht  Ittu^ii^j 
twelve  Non-commissioned   OtlltM^rH   of    tlm   Uuiiitt   i.oiinilu^t 
Al]  Potsdam  was  in  the  HtHM^tH  ;  tlin  Holdimti,  ot  llusU   »iwu 
accoifd,  formed  rank,  and  follownd  Mm  liti4it>M  j  iiiftiiy  a  «U($i^t>d 
face  unable  to  restrain  U'lirn  :  for  Um  irt,i.,  tmivniQ.d  oditM»'ii  «»•» 
of  midnight,  nothing  audihio  aitinnt/  tin*.  |m«*)fli>  tiul  )ii.»H  Hi*tl 
there  a  sob,  and  the  iriiinrnir,  '  /f/7/,  /A/'  /////«  tinniij ! ' 

"All  next  day,  the  JWJy  I;iy  in  ^lai^  in  i|„.   J'.,i.m.«.  ,  M«i«u 
sands  crowding,  frrim  J/<;r!iri;&fid  fJii- </f.)ir.i  #:jiy]i</4»rt,  i>.  ..•i.  iJ«*ii 
face  for  the  last  tirrj^:.     Vi '.%;rAA'»\ ,  h'.h,     )fi,y  t,>.o.«i;;..i  in  ili.Mii. 
with  the  thin  gray  )^\r  jArv-y;  ./.•>,  is'Vc  q*..'J  .j;i^i.M,  |.«,.. 

dered.    And  at  8  ij*  •.'.^  <:v«r;...',/ *  ^/./j*  r    ii^»^1   i,.    l,»/*^*i, 

to  the  (Sainis^.^Cir'KI.^',.*^  v?  1''/^:^^'.  .  ♦..•;  u,.*}  ^«. ;«jx  i,;^ 
Father,  in  ^bt:  r^\'.-x  .v>;.v..v:  *./>,  I'v.  v;a  V'«vj».  "  •  o<,.«i^  4i,a  iiiv 
Coffins  a»  fitfr  v.  'j»  b«^;.. 
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I  define  him  to  myself  as  hitherto  the  Last  of  the  Kings; 
—  when  the  Next  will  be^  is  a  very  long  question !  But  it 
seems  to  me  as  if  Nations^  probably  all  Nations,  by  and  by, 
in  their  despair, — blinded,  swallowed  like  Jonah,  in  sncha 
whaleVbelly  of  things  brutish,  waste,  abominable  (for  is  not 
Anarchy,  or  the  Eule  of  what  is  Baser  over  what  is  Nobler, 
the  one  life's  misery  worth  complaining  of,  and,  in  fact,  the 
abomination  of  abominations,  springing  from  and  producing 
all  others  whatsoever  ?)  —  as  if  the  Nations  universally,  and 
England  too  if  it  hold  on,  may  more  and  more  bethink  them- 
selves of  such  a  Man  and  his  Function  and  Performance,  with 
feelings  far  other  than  are  possible  at  present  Meanwhile, 
all  I  had  to  say  of  him  is  finished :  that  too,  it  seems,  was  a 
bit  of  work  appointed  to  be  done.  Adieu,  good  leaders;  bad 
also,  adieu. 


JLF^'l^CMlL 


w.  -WW  ■n^ww^?^rt^^o   ^fc^»  '^Wf'r  ^^('M^t 


bvt  mnb  fink;  n^  VqBpf4  v»*^  *<W*  V>Nh^*i^n^V  vW^l^,  ^vi  v'M  WfA 
ofhift.  ai  took  h  wHIi  kuM  K%  H«KWin4#^  \MiV^  \  ^s^  ^  ^\\\  ^\^ 
who  had  m  '* TVaiple-<iMlt«^«.^  xmt  \\%^  U^mt^M^  VsHw^  m  v^y^yli^  ^\\\s 
Poctzmits  of  kk  Fmnds  llUl^^  l«i  (I  i  wk\\  |\m  %I^m  WhI  ¥^%  w^*m  S\s^S\ 
with  m  great  expksKMi  x^i  \vnJam  \  «ihl  wH^s  Im  «l^\^44  m^sm  ^^  ^«^\^ 
heen  a  yery  good  cllenrtwv'iil  tf^nmUins  «l  IihiI  tik\\\H  ^fti^M\\  SwWs,  av^^ 
ahle  to  efferveeoe  with  Mun«»  <HMu<^Mi  \  t^Wm^^lMrnHH  I^Vm^^^ts  I  im}t\ 
was  this  Gleim's  Nephew;  ami  hUhhI  an  M  KlHtl  \st  \k\s^ik\  \mH\\  Hallitf 
under  Frederick  the  Qrmit,  In  a  Irat^l  i%f  miMhIty  ^\M  lliH  Hhm  l.m^ 
(a  dreadfdlly  moory  country  of  Minda  and  t|nairtnlr««ii,  all  ||Hh»h  HHd  Hh 
tile  now,  some  twenty  or  thirty  u\\\tm  norlhwtmi  of  Mi*i-ltH)  t  tiMfty  MtHH 
in  1779,  and  had  heen  fcir  iHitn«>  ytrnm  |Miit.  Up  tiad  Hflnlimlly  hnitH  mh 
Officer  of  the  Artillery;  hut  ohtalnixl  hti  dtM«hiirittt  In  lttKI(  aH»l  HM^i 
before  long,  into  this  employttiant.  A  tiiufi  ut  ii«t>ii||i«fi(  dls|MisfMHM  mm 
temper;  with  a  solid  and  heavy  iitrdtiii  *4  wiitk  tfi  hlfNi  mhnk^^t^^  iii 
17. 17      Vol.  7 
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might  be  set  to;  and  who  in  this  Oheramima$mUhip  '^beeune  lugUy 
esteemed.''  He  died  in  1798 ;  and  has  left  sons  (now  periu^  gnnd- 
sons  or  great-grandsons),  who  continue  estimable  in  like  sitostkai 
under  the  Prussian  Grovemment. 

One  of  Fromme's  useful  gifts,  the  useftdest  of  all  for  ns  at  praem, 
was  "  his  wonderful  talent  of  exaot  memory.'  He  oould  remember  to 
a  singular  extent ;  and,  we  will  hope,  on  this  occasion,  was  unusoiUy 
conscientious  to  do  it.  For  it  so  happened,  in  July,  1779  (23d  July), 
Friedrich,  just  home  firom  his  troublesome  Bavarian  War,^  and  again 
looking  into  everything  with  his  own  eyes,  determinad  to  have  a  per^ 
sonal  view  of  those  Moor  Begions  of  Fromme's }  to  take  a  day's  driving 
through  that  Bhyn^Ludi  which  had  cost  him  so  much  efibrt  and  outlay; 
and  he  ordered  Fromme  to  attend  him  in  the  expedition.  Which  took 
effect  accordingly ;  Fromme  riding  swifUy  at  the  left  wheel  of  Fried- 
rich's  carriage,  and  loudly  answering  questions  of  his,  all  day.  — 
Directly  on  getting  home,  Fromme  consulted  hia  excellent  memorr. 
and  wrote  down  everything;  a  considerable  Paper, —of  whidi  joa 
shall  now  have  an  exact  Translation,  if  it  be  worth  anything.  Fromme 
gave  the  Paper  to  Uncle  Gleim ;  who,  in  his  enthusiasm,  showed  it 
extensively  about,  and  so  soon  as  there  was  liberty,  had  it  '^  printed,  it 
his  own  expense,  for  the  benefit  of  poor  soldiers'  children."  * 

<<  The  Bhyn  "  or  Bhin,  is  a  litUe  river,  which,  near  its  higher  clearer 
sources,  we  were  all  once  well  acquainted  with :  considerable  little 
moorland  river,  with  several  branches  coming  down  firom  Buppin  Coud- 
try,  and  certain  lakes  and  plashes  there,  in  a  southwest  diieetioii, 
towards  the  Elbe  valley,  towards  the  Havel  Stream ;  into  which  latter, 
through  another  plash  or  lake  caUed  Oi^per  See^  and  a  few  miles 
farther,  into  the  Elbe  itself,  it  conveys,  after  a  course  of  say  50  Engliih 
miles  drcuitously  southwest,  the  black  drainingi  of  those  dreary  aud 
intricate  Peatbog-and-Sand  countries.     ^^Lueh,^  it  appears,  signifies 

1  Had  arrived  at  Berlin  May  27th  (Rodenbeck,  iii.  201). 

•  "  Gleim's  edition,  brought  out  in  1786,  the  year  of  Priedrich's  death,  h 
now  quite  gone, — the  Book  undiscoverable.  But  the  Paper  was  reprinted 
in  an  Anekdaten-Samndung  (Collection  of  Anecdotes,  Berlin,  1787,  Stes  StSdt^ 
where  1  discover  it  yesterday  (17th  July,  1852)  in  a  copy  of  mine,  moch  to 
my  surprise;  having  before  met  with  it  in  one  Hildebrandfa  Amidtim' 
SammUmg  (Halberstadt,  1830,  4tet  Stikk,  a  rather  slovenly  Book),  where  h  ii 
given  out  as  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  rarities,  and  as  having  been  specially '  for- 
niahed  by  a  Dr.  W.  Korte,'  being  unattainable  otherwise !  The  two  copies 
difter  slightly  here  and  there, — not  always  to  Dr.  Korte's  advaBtagt,or 
rather  hardly  ever.  1  keep  them  both  before  me  in  translating  "  {Mmgimk 
V1858). 


A  PAT  vrts  rtcTPOcs 


dam. 


To  A»  ^shmt  cd^  of  t^  njft-Lttch.  fru«  Bcriia.  I  ^t>M«  ))Nf« 
may  W  ti«  iij  ffM  ailio^  is  a  ttotthwwt  £i«etwa :  ftvon  l\^it« 
PiMAkh  stHte  to-4aT.  aboQt  tbo  na«  diMMM#  mc^-Vt^ 
■I  SflefeoborsC,*  whm  Fhmum  waits  ^m,  FtMzkli  Im 
already  had  30  wiiWa  of  Mring.  — Tata  10  mika  aa  tair.  as  «o  itiaaco 
to  obaerre.  HotaUo  thia^  liiaidrg  t^  dpadt^haabaadriia  ka  m  iatiNil 
oo,  aoliaii  Ua  iCMahnaoa  in  thia  ngM.  Of  FvatMik  a^ '^  U««Yy^ 
P^*  with  bar  didactia  lianaiii^i  thcro,  I  soppoaa  ha,  \m  tkuaa  lix^ 
tiiMa,  kaowa  notfaiag,  piobahly  haa  MTer  haani:  Fiaitaak  ia  oa  a 
hraaeh  of  thia  aama  Bhya,  and  ha  might  aaa  it,  to  Wit  a  miW  or  two»  If 
ha  oarad. 

Bat  FefarbaDiB  (''Ferry  of  Bolkan'^,  diatingniaMd  by  tho  ahimaf 
Tietory  which  "the  Great  Elcotor,'*  Friedrieh*a  Qraat-OimiMUathar» 
gained  there,  over  the  Swadea,  in  1675,  stands  on  the  Rhyn  Itself,  about 
midway ;  and  Friedrich  will  pass  throogh  it  on  this  occasion.  Ufpuoml 
Ziethen,  too,  tttee  near  H  at  Wosterao  (as  will  be  seen) :  ''  Old  Ziethen,** 
a  little  stumpy  man,  with  hanging  brows  and  thick  pmting  lips ;  ttn« 
beantifhl  to  look  npon,  but  pioos,  wise,  silent,  and  with  a  terribla  blaaa 
of  fighting-talent  in  him ;  full  of  obedience,  of  endumnoe,  and  yet  of 
unsubduAble  "silent  rage"  (which  has  brooked  even  the  vocal  rage  of 
Friedrich,  on  occasion);  a  really  curious  old  Hussar  General.  He  Is 
now  a  kind  of  mythical  or  demigod  personage  among  the  Fnissiaus ; 
and  was  then  (1779),  and  ever  after  the  Seven- Years  War,  n^KtinliMl 
popularly  as  their  Ajaz  (with  a  dash  of  the  Ulysses  su|>era4l(l4*«l)»-» 
Seidlitz,  another  Horse  General,  being  the  Achilles  of  that  siTvice. 

The  date  of  this  drive  through  the  moors  being  "23(1  July,  1771),** 
wa  perceive  it  is  just  about  two  months  since  Friedrich  got  home  from 
the  Bavarian  War  (what  they  now  call  "  Pololo  ITof  »**  so  Imrren  was 
it  in  fighting,  so  ripe  in  foraging) ;  vietorlona  In  a  sort;  —  and  thst  in 
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hiB  private  thonght,  among  the  big  tranbles  of  the  woM  <m  both 
of  the  Atlantic,  the  infinitesiinally  small  bnsineas  of  the  MiUar  Aimlii 
liowsmt  is  beginning  to  rise  now  and  then.^ 

Friedrich  is  now  67  years  old;  has  reigned  39:  the  Sevoi-TeazB  War 
is  16  years  behind  ns;  ever  since  which  time  Friedrich  has  ben 
an  "  old  man,"  —  having  returned  home  from  it  with  his  cheeks  all 
wrinkled,  his  temples  white,  and  other  marks  of  decay,  at  the  age  of  51. 
The  ''wonnds  of  that  terrible  hnsineas,"  as  they  say,  ''are  now  aE 
healed,''  perhaps  above  100,000  burnt  houses  and  huts  rebnilty  far  one 
thing;  and  the  ^^AUe  FriUt^^  still  brisk  and  wiry,  has  beoi  and  is  an 
unweariedly  busy  num  in  that  aflGEdr,  among  others.  What  bogs  he  hai 
tapped  and  dried,  what  canals  he  has  dug,  and  stubborn  strata  he  hai 
bored  through,  —  assisted  by  his  Prussian  Brindley  (one  Brenkenho^ 
once  a  Stable-boy  at  Dessau) ;  —  and  ever  planting  ''  Colonies  "  on  the 
reclaimed  land,  and  watching  how  they  get  on !  As  we  shall  see  on  tbii 
occasion,  —  to  which  let  us  hasten  (as  to  a  feast  not  of  dainties,  hot  of 
honest  sauerhrcmt  and  wholesome  herbs),  without  fiurther  parley. 

Oberamtmann  Fromme  (whom  I  mark  ''Ich")  hqmltmr:  ''Mijcr- 
Gfeneral  Graf  von  G^rtz,"  whom  Fronune  keeps  strictly  mute  all  day, 
is  a  distinguished  man,  of  many  military  and  other  experiences;  much 
about  Friedrich  in  this  time  and  onwards.'  Introduces  strangers,  &c ; 
Bouill6  took  him  for  ''  Head  Chamberlain,"  four  or  five  years  after  this. 
He  is  ten  years  the  King's  junior;  a  Hessian  gentleman;  —  eldest 
Brother  of  the  Envoy  Gortz  who  in  his  cloak  of  darkness  did  such 
diplomacies  in  the  Bavarian  matter,  January  gone  a  year,  and  who  is  a 
rising  man  in  that  line  ever  since.    But  let  Fromme  begin :  —  * 

''  On  the  23d  of  July,  1779,  it  pleased  his  Majesty  the  King  to  under- 
take a  journey  to  inspect  those"  mud  '^ Colonies  in  the  Rhyn-Lueh 
about  Neu8tadt-on-the-Do8se,  which  his  Majesty,  at  his  own  cost,  had 
settled ;  thereby  reclidming  a  tract  of  waste  moor  (eiitken  Sden  Brwik 
urhar  vMuiken)  into  arability,  where  now  308  families  have  their  living. 

'^  His  Majesty  set  off  from  Potsdam  about  5  in  the  morning,"  in  an 
open  carriage.  General  von  GOrtz  along  with  him,  and  horses  from  his 
own  post-stations;  'travelled  over  Ferlandt,.  Tirots,  WOstermark, 
Nauen,   Kdnigskorst,  Seelenhorst,  Dechau,  Fehrbellin,"  *  and  twelve 

1  Suprt^  415,  429.     Preuss,  i.  362 ;  &c.  &c. 

2  Suprk,  399. 

s  AnMoten  und  KarakterzSge  au»  dem  Leben  Friedrich  dm  Zweytm  (BeriiB, 
bei  Johann  Friedrich  Unger,  1787).  8te  Sammlnng,  as.  1&-79. 
«  See  Reimann's  Kreii-Kartm,  Nob.  74,  73. 
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oUmt  snalL  pMl  "vSkt^s^  lookhig  all  their  VrigbKct  in  ^  morBii^  tmiiy 
—  '^  to  the  Idllt  at  Mite,  where  hie  Miycie^,  beomee  «  view  of  all  the 
ColoDiee  eovld  he  had  from  thoee  luHs,  wae  pfteeeed  to  gel  oat  fM*  *  Ht^ 
tie,"  as  win  afterwaidi  he  aeeo.  —  **  Thereirmn  the  jonrMy  went  hf 
Hohen-Naoen  to  Bathemwj^  adrilxaed  plaee, ''  where  hie  M^eety  ar^ 
medahoatSiBtheaftenoon;  and  there  dined,  and  paeeed  the  night. —^ 
Next  mofiui^y  ahoot  6,  hie  Hi^eeiy  eoatiiraed  hie  driTe  into  the  Magde^ 
Voig  region;  inqwcted  Taxioiie  reelaimed  moon  (JiNMe),  whieh  in  pai% 
are  already  made  arahle,  and  in  part  are  being  made  ao  ;  eame,  in  the 
afternoon,  ahoot  4,  orer  Zieaar  and  Bnmdenhnig,  haek  to  Poiedam,  -- 
and  did  not  dine  till  ahoot  4,  when  he  airiTed  there,  and  had  Uniehed 
the  Joant&j.^  His  oeoal  dinner-hoar  ie  12;  the  eMe  hoar, on  gaU  daye 
when  eompany  hae  been  invited,  ie  1  p.m.,  —-and  he  alwaye  Ukee  hie 
dinner ;  and  hae  it  of  a  hot  peppery  quality ! 

'' Till  Seelenhont,  the  Amtsrath  Saeh  of  KOnigehorat  had  ridden  be* 
fore  hie  ICiyeaty  ;  but  here,''  at  the  border  of  my  Fehrbellin  dielriet, 
where  with  one  of  hie  foreet-men  I  waa  in  waiting  by  appointment^ 
<«  the  torn  eame  for  me.  Aboat  8  o'olook  a.m.  hie  Mi^eety  arrived  in 
Seelenhoret ;  had  the  Herr  Qeneral  Graf  von  Qdrti  in  the  carriage  with 
him,"  G5rtz,  we  need  n't  eay,  eitting  baolL  foremoet :  —  here  I,  Frommei 
with  my  woodman  wae  reepectfolly  in  readinees.  ''  While  the  horeee 
were  changing,  hie  Ifajeety  epoke  with  eome  of  the  Zlethen  Hueear- 
Officere,  who  were  npon  graiing  eervice  In  the  adjoining  villagee  [all 
Friedrieh'e  oaTalry  went  out  to  grass  daring  certain  months  of  the  year  ( 
and  it  wae  a  land-tax  on  every  district  to  keep  ite  qnota  of  army-hifreea 
in  this  manner,  —  al^f  Orasmtg] ;  and  of  me  hie  Mi^eety  as  yet  took  no 
notice.  As  the  Ddmmey^  Dams  or  Raised  Boade  through  the  Peat-bog, 
**  are  too  narrow  hereaboate,  I  could  not  ride  beeide  him,''  and  so  went 
before  f  or  behindy  with  woodman  before  f  OaU  weUs  /  **  In  Dechao 
hie  Mijesty  got  eight  of  Blttmeister  von  Ziethen,"  old  AJax  Zletheo'e 
eon,  "to  whom  Decluui  belonge;  and  took  him  into  the  carriage  aUmg 
with  him,  tiU  the  point  where  the  Deehaa  boundary  is.  Here  there 
waa  again  change  of  horMe.  Captain  von  Rathenow,  an  oM  favr/rite 
of  the  King'e,  to  whom  the  property  of  Ranreeee  in  part  be]#mgs, 
happened  to  be  here  with  hie  fiunily;  he  now  went  iorward  Uf  the 


Capimm  wm  Bafkemw,  ''  <  Hamblest  servant,  your  Majesty ! '  [  f/fi- 
%m  ftiwij^lii'  KnedUj  iaSenmX  from  the  form  of  ending  letters,  hot  really 
of  the  same  import]. 

Km§.  '"'Whoaieyoof 
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Capiam.  <' ^  am  Captoin  Ton  Bathenow  from  KarroMe.' 

Knig  (dapping  his  hands  togsther).  <<  <M«n  Gk»U,  dear  BatlMBov, 
are  yon  still  aUve !  [''JLsM^fiocA,  laiTsttiUaUiwf  "^wayof  ipMk- 
ing  to  one  palpably  your  inferior,  Boaraaly  now  in  naa  even  to  eenraiiti ; 
which  Friedrioh  naes  ahooffi  in  speaking  to  the  highest  onerowned  p«- 
sons :  it  gives  a  strange  dash  of  oomio  emphasis  often  in  his  Gennsa 
talk :]  I  thought  you  were  long  since  dead.  How  goes  it  with  yonf 
Are  you  whole  and  well  t ' 

Captam.  <'  *  0  ja,  your  liijesty.' 

Knig.  <<  *  Mein  Gk>tty  how  &t  He  has  (yon  are)  grown  I ' 

Capiam,  '^  '  Ja,  your  Majesty,  I  can  still  eat  and  drink;  only  ih» 
feet  get  lasy '  [won't  go  so  well,  woUen  nUsktfort]. 

King,  '<  <  Ja  I  that  is  so  with  me  toa    Are  yon  married  f ' 

Captain,  " '  Yea,  your  Majesty.' 

King,  *^*Js  your  wife  among  the  ladies  yonder  f ' 

Captam,  '' '  Tea,  your  Majesty.' 

King,  <<  *  Bring  her  to  me,  then!'  [To  Jm,  taking  qf  kk  kai]n 
find  in  your  Herr  Husband  a  good  old  friend.' 

^rotf  wm  EaUktnow,  '* '  Much  grace  and  honor  for  my  husband !' 

King.  <<  <  What  were  gou  by  birthf '  [<<  was  mmd  iSKs,"  the  reepedfol 
word,  ^*fiirmmgebom$9^] 

Frau,  <' '  A  Fr&ulein  von  Krbcher.' 

King.  '<  <  Haha !    A  daughter  of  General  von  Krdeher's  f ' 

Frau.  '' '  J^  Ihro  Me^tat,^ 

King.  <<  <  Oh,  I  knew  him  very  well.'  —  [To  Baihenow]  '  Have  joi 
children  too,  Bathenowf 

Captain.  '< '  Yes,  your  Majesty.  My  sons  are  in  the  senice,'  soldier- 
ing ;  '  and  these  are  my  daughters.' 

King.  «  <  Well,  I  am  glad  of  that  {Nun^  doB  fireni  mieh).  Fare  He 
well.    Faro  He  well.' 

<^Tbe  road  now  went  upon  Fehrbellin;  and  Fdrster,"  Forester, 
**  Brand,  as  woodkeeper  for  Uie  Kiog  in  these  parts,  rode  along  with  ns. 
When  we  came  upon  the  patch  of  sand-knoUs  which  lie  near  Fehr- 
bellin, his  Majesty  cried :  — 

** '  Forester,  why  are  n't  these  sand-knoUs  sown  t ' 

Forester,  "  *  Your  Majesty,  they  don't  belong  to  tho  Boyal  Forest  j 
they  belong  to  the  fiirm-ground.  In  part  the  people  do  sow  them  with 
all  manner  of  crops.  Hero,  on  the  right  hand,  they  have  sown  fir-eooss 
(Kienapfel)  \ 

King,  **  *  Who  sowed  them  t ' 


V    ^ 
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Jbrestor.  "  *  The  Oberamtinann  [FrcMnmc]  hcrr.' 

The  King  (to  me).  *'*  Na  !  Toll  my  GphrifiKT-RAth  Mii^hiiHiii  thm 
the  Mnd-pfttches  muBt  be  sown.'  —  [To  the  yorester]  *  Bot  <)«)  yiMi  knf>w 
how  fir-cones  (Kicnapfel)  should  bt'  stmii  ? ' 

Forester,  *'  *  0  ja,  yt>ur  Majesty.' 

King,  "*XaI  [a  frequent  interjection  of  Friodrioh's  and  lii»  Falher*sl, 
how  are  they  sown,  then  t  From  east  t<i  west,  or  fn>in  north  to 
■oothf'^ 

Forester.  "  *  From  east  to  west,' 

Kimg.  *' '  That  is  right.     But  why  t ' 

Forester,  **  *  Because  the  nuwt  wind  comes  fnmi  the  west.' 

King.  "' That 's  right.' 

"Now  his  Majesty  arrived  at  Fohrbellin ;  B)N>ke  thpn»  with  Iilsii- 
tenant  Probst  of  the  Ziethen  Hussar  regiment,*  and  with  the  Frhihellln 
Postmeister,  Captain  Ton  Mosch.  So  stwin  as  thn  homes  M^ent  fn,  \\v 
eontinoed  onr  travel;  and  as  his  Majesty  was  dnvinK  lOoss  Ity  my  MIk 
Ditches,"  Graben^  trenches,  main-drains,  "  whirh  hnvr  Ihisii  mndp  in 
the  Fehrbellin  Lueh  at  the  King's  ezjN'nse,  V  nNin  up  to  the  eiuiiftM**! 
and  said :  -— 

leh.  "' Yoar  M^esty,  tliese  now  am  the  two  imw  tlrsins,  wliirh  by 
your  Majesty's  favor  we  have  ^ot  hen?;  him!  wlilfli  ki*f*|t  ilm  liiii*li  iliy 
for  OS.' 

King.  "  <  So,  so ;  that  T  am  h]hA  nf !  —  WImi  is  I  If  (iim  vnii)  f ' 

Fromme,  "  *  Your  Maj'-Hty.  I  am  th«!  WfMiiU*  U»rt*  nf  I'Vliitiiilllfi  * 

King.  "  *  What 's  your  name  T ' 

IdL  "'Fromme.' 

King.  **  *  Ha.  ha!  y.'j  ar*-  a  f^m  '*f  fhf  f^stidrHfti  Kiiiiimih''«  ' 

Jdk.  '*' Yoor  Majeaty's  jtwUm.  My  fsfli<*r  wnn  AmtNiHlh  In  flu*  Amf 
Lihnin.* 

King.  '•  •  AmrAra*.':  T     A.'rVf»*ij  T     Tim*  inn'*  Ihm  f     V'«im  fnilii-t 
Laadrath.     I  ti^'w  i.'t'r.  vry  wjl        Il'«(  («n  hm   »!>»••  Imitfl  mh 

/(CA  ■•  •  O  U.  jr:-  Ma^^y  ' 

Kimjf.    -  *  D.  T'*'.  k**^  •.'-//•*■  **/•;*  M.*fi  y//i##  tftt  tU  ihtmtti  I ' 

-   ■■  P:*  3i'.rva    '^^   A'^*4    »A^*  •'*»  AUt»*l  tf^tf^tt  MwtftM  f  "  tif*  ih  9  ft  iff 
Zjxa0!a^m^l>'^r00i^^ak    ^J^^im^wM^,    A^^  /«•#«•  a#MMf    tMs      /ff«|^/ 
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M.  '' '  Yes,  your  Mi^estj.    On  this  hm  I  kaep  40  inoie;  on  all 
the  ffurms  together  70  more.' 

King.  '<  'Thftt  is  right.    The  miumiii  {Viehtetidie)  is  not  hen  ii 
this  qnartert' 

leh.  " '  No,  your  Majesty.' 

King.  '^ '  Have  you  had  it  here  t 

Ich.  "'Ja.' 

King.  '*  *  Do  but  diligently  ase  rock-salt|  yoa  wont  ha^e  the  mamin 
again.' 

Ich.  '' '  Tes,  yoor  Mijesty,  I  do  nse  it  too ;  bat  kitchen  salt  has  rerj 
nearly  the  same  effect.' 

King.  '''No,  dont  foncy  that!  Ton  mustn't  pound  the  roek-sih 
small,  but  give  it  to  the  cattle'  so  that  they  can  lick  it.' 

leh.  "  '  Tes,  it  shall  be  done.' 

King.  ** '  Are  there  still  improvements  needed  here  f ' 

Ich.  "'0  ja,  your  Biajesty.  Here  lies  the  Kemmenaee  [Kemmea- 
lake] :  if  that  were  drained  out,  your  Majesty  would  gain  some  1,800 
acres  [Morgen,  {  English  acre]  of  pasture-land,  where  colonists  eooU 
be  settled ;  and  then  the  whole  country  would  have  navigation  too, 
which  would  help  the  village  of  Fehrbellin  and  the  town  of  Ruppin  to 
an  uncommon  degree.' 

King.  "'I  suppose  so !  Be  a  great  help  to  you,  won't  it ;  and  many 
will  be  ruined  by  the  job,  especially  the  proprietors  of  the  ground  f 
Nichtioahrf^  [Hat] 

Ich.  "  '  Your  Majesty's  gracious  pardon  lEw,  Mqjestdt  kaUen  xu  Gna- 
deny  — hold  me  to  grace]:  the  ground  belongs  to  the  Royal  Forest,  wad 
there  grows  nothing  but  birches  on  it.' 

King.  "  '  Oh,  if  birchwood  is  all  it  produces,  then  we  may  see  !  Bat 
you  must  not  make  your  reckoning  without  your  host  either,  that  the 
cost  may  not  outrun  the  use.' 

Ich.  " '  The  cost  will  certainly  not  outrun  the  use.  For,  firsts  your 
Majesty  may  securely  reckon  that  eighteen  hundred  acres  will  be  won 
from  the  water ;  that  will  be  siz-and-thirty  colonists,  allowing  each  50. 
acres.  And  now  if  there  were  a  small  light  toll  put  upon  the  raft- 
timber  and  the  ships  that  will  frequent  the  new  canal,  there  would  be 
ample  interest  for  the  outlay.' 

King.  " '  Na,  tell  my  Gebeimer-Rath  Michaelis  of  it.  The  man  un- 
derstands that  kind  of  matters ;  and  I  will  advise  you  to  apply  to  the 
man  in  every  particular  of  such  things,  and  wherever  yon  know  that 
colonists  can  be  settled.  I  don't  want  whole  colonies  at  once;  but 
wherever  there  are  two  or  three  fsunilies  of  them,  I  say  apply  to  thai 
man  about  it.' 
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JdL  "^ '  h  aWI  W  4dm,  jmr  IfiJM^/ 

Km§.  "-^— ^^"  ^— *-v  -   ^^  ^j„  liillii  Vii^ 

f 

idL  '^'TcB.yiMrlf^My;  tibm  to Um rights* it'    h 
toGcMil^wZMMB;  and  tenihto  li«Fif«j  h»  hi> bad htt^ ^ >haa<l 
aUhsfifr! 

XtHf.  ""'IstiieGcMnlailioaMf' 

idL  "*Jk' 

JTtHf.  •^'Howdojoaknovf 

icA  ***Toiirlfij«^,tiieBittiiMHt«rTOiL6iliMklM  aajTilli^ 
an  fiBiMif  MTfiee ;  and  hat  night  tbe  H«fr  Genetnl  •Ml  n  feoar  oT«r 
to  him  hy  n  groom.    In  thai  way  I  know  xL* 

AinfL  *^  *  Did  6«naal  too  Zicihen  gain»  among  odMC%  by  the  dndn* 
iagoftlMLmdir 

JdL  ''<Oja;  the  Fann-ttcnd  there  to  the  right  ho  boih  in  eom». 
qneneOy  and  haa  made  a  dairy  there,  which  ho  eoohl  not  haTo  dono»  had 
not  the  JjmA  been  druned.' 

JTtnf.  '^  ^That  I  am  glad  of !-- What  ia  the  Beamto*a  name  in  Alt- 
Rappin  f '  [Old  Siqndn,  I  eoppoao,  or  put  of  m  wadlem  *^  Enffim  oc 
Bk^  JCm,* entehea  the  Kingseje.] 

/dL   '''Hooig.' 

Kmg.  <<<  How  long  has  he  been  theref 

Itk.  ''' ainee  Trinity-term.' 

Km0.  '' •  Snee  Trinity-tenn !    What  was  he  beibie  f ' 

IdL  ** '  KanoDusQs'  [a  canon]. 

iTtnf.  **  *  KanonioQsf  Kanonicos f  How  the  Deril  comes  a  Kanonl- 
ens  to  be  a  Beamto  f ' 

I  A  **  *  Tour  Ifajesty,  he  ia  a  yoong  man  who  has  moneyi  and 
wanted  to  haTe  the  honor  of  being  a  Beamto  of  yoor  Mi^esty.' 

Km0.  "'Whydidn'ttheoldonestoyff' 

IdL  <<«Isdead.' 

Km0.  ''  <  WeD,  the  widow  might  have  kept  his ^aU,  then!' 

Itk.  /'  <  Is  fiJlen  into  poverty.' 

Kimg.  '"  By  woman  husbandry ! ' 

Itk,  ''  *  Tour  Mi^est/s  pardon !  She  coltiTated  well,  but  a  heap 
of  misehanoes  broogbt  her  down :  those  may  happen  to  the  beat 
husbandman.  I  myself,  two  years  ago,  lost  so  many  cattle  by  the 
morrain,  and  got  no  remission :  since  that,  I  never  can  get  on  again 
either.' 

JTtnf  .  **  *  My  son,  to-day  I  have  some  disorder  In  my  left  ear,  and 
aannot  hear  rightly  on  that  side  of  my  head '  (I). 

IdL  ''  'It  is  a  pity  that  Geheimer-Bath  Michaalia  has  got  tha  f«j 
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sanie  disorder !  *  —  I  now  retired  a  littb  back  from  tlie  euifi^;  I  fab 
eied  his  Majesty  might  take  thii  answer  ilL 

King.  *'  ^  Na,  Amtmann^  forward !  Stay  by  the  carriage ;  bat  teb 
careofytmrseifjihatyaudonHffet  hurt  Speakhud,  I umdersiamd very 
weB.'  These  words  marked  in  Italics  his  Majesty  repeated  at  Isait  ten 
times  in  the  course  of  the  jonmey.  '  Tell  me  now,  what  is  that  TiUag* 
over  on  the  right  yonder  f ' 

Ich,  '^ '  Langen.' 

King*   '' '  To  whom  does  it  belong  f ' 

Ich.  ^* '  A  third  part  of  it  to  your  Majestyi  under  the  Ami  of  Ah- 
Ruppin }  a  third  to  Herr  von  Hagen ;  and  then  the  High  Chmoh  (JDohm) 
of  Berlin  has  also  tenants  in  it.' 

King.  *^ '  Tou  are  mistaken,  the  High  Church  of  Magdeburg.' 

Ich,  '' '  Tour  Majesty's  gracious  pardon,  the  High  Church  of 
Berlin.' 

King.  '''But  it  is  not  so;  the  High  Church  of  Berfin  has  no 
tenants!' 

Ich.  " '  Tour  Majesty's  gracious  pardon,  the  High  Church  of  Bsriin 
has  three  tenants  in  the  Tillage  Kanresen  in  my  own  AmV 

King.  '^ '  Tou  mistake,  it  is  the  High  Church  of  Magdeburg.' 

Ich.  '' '  Tour  Majesty,  I  must  be  a  bad  Beamte,  if  I  did  not  know 
what  tenants  and  what  lordships  there  are  in  my  own  AmV 

King.  "  *  Ja,  then  you  are  in  the  right !  —  Tell  me  now :  here  on  the 
right  there  must  be  an  estate,  I  can't  think  of  the  name ;  name  me  the 
estates  that  lie  here  on  the  right.' 

Ich.  " '  Buschow,  Rodenslieben,  Sonmierfeld,  Beets,  Karbe.' 

King.  "  '  That 's  it,  Karbe  !    To  whom  belongs  that! ' 

Ich.  "  *  To  Herr  voiv  Knesebeck.' 

King.  '*  *  Was  he  in  the  service  t ' 

Ich.  ^^  *  Tes,  Liieutenant  or  Ensign  in  the  Guards.' 

King.  ^^  ^  In  the  Guards  f  [cotmting  an  his  fingers.]  Tou  are  right: 
he  was  Lieutenant  in  the  Guards.  I  am  very  glad  the  Estate  is  still  Id 
the  hands  of  the  Rnesebecks.  —  Na,  tell  me  though,  the  road  that 
mounts  up  here  goes  to  Ruppin,  and  here  to  the  left  is  the  grand  road 
for  Hamburg  t ' 

Ich.  "  '  Ja,  your  Majesty.' 

King.  ** '  Do  you  know  how  long  it  is  since  I  was  here  laatf ' 

Ich.  "  '  No.' 

King.  '< '  It  is  three-and-forty  years !  Cannot  I  see  Buppin  tonit- 
where  here  t ' 

Ich.  '^' Tes,  your  Majesty:  the  steeple  rising  there  o^er  the  fiiif  thai 
k  Boppin.' 


^      ^x±      "'IT^i       KiiiliUUU. 


« V 


>«it '4li^ x^itK^  V^%>4MKM^ 


•^■■^^^^^^^^  ^4v«v^OT*i    ^#^T^  •^^^▼W  *^^r^^^^^^WBJ^^^^^ 


Hip  '^**W3iMfi  v±?** 


*^  "^  or  ^itai  GfoMna  KMmV^ 

Colonel  m  Ok  Rtfj^menl  K«llM«i»v^ 

tiik  Kiwi  ben  in  tiM  tirriot  liM  t  ^ 

lek.  ''  <Tmp  joor  Mi^i«t^)  )iti  wni  «mi(||H  lit  llt«»  H^^H^hh^  iMm 
Ywittiiaiid.' 

ti^.  <' '  Why  did  the  man  Mw»k  hU  iUiii4«iihl^  t  ^ 
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IdL  '<<  Thai  I  do  not  know.' 

King.  '' '  Ton  may  tell  me,  I  ha^e  no  view  m  aakiBg :  whj  £d  At 
man  take  his  discharge  t ' 
Ich,  '' '  Tour  Mi^esty,  I  really  cannot  say.' 

'^  We  had  now  got  on  to  Protzen.  I  peroeived  old  Grenenl  wtm 
Ziethen  standing  before  the  Manor-house  in  Protieny"  —  ragged  biafe 
old  sonl;  with  his  hanging  brows,  and  strange  dim-fiery  pioiiB  oU 
thoughts !  —  ''I  rode  forward  to  the  carriage  and  said :  — 

Ich,  '' '  Tour  Majesty,  the  Herr  General  von  Ziethen  is  [are,  tmi\ 
also  here.' 

Ki$ig.  ''' Where  t  where  f  Oh,  ride  forward,  and  teU  the  people  to 
draw  up ;  they  must  halt,  1 11  get  out.' 

^  And  now  his  Mijesty  got  out ;  and  was  exceedingly  deBg^ted  st 
the  sight  of  Herr  General  von  Ziethen ;  talked  with  him  and  Hen^  too 
Kleist  of  many  things :  Whether  the  draining  of  the  Laeh  had  done  him 
good ;  Whether  the  murrain  had  been  there  among  their  cattle  f  — and 
recommended  rock-salt  against  the  mnrrain.  Suddenly  hia  Mi^esiy 
stept  aside,  turned  towards  me,  and  called :  '  Amtmann  I  [tiben  tkm 
itUo  my  ear]  Who  is  the  &t  man  there  with  the  white  coat  f ' 

leh  (alio  dote  irnto  his  Ma^esig's  ear).  <<  *  Your  Mi^es^,  that  m  tin 
Landrath  Quast,  of  the  Bupfun  Cinde.' 

King.  " '  Very  welL' 

"  Now  his  Majesty  went  back  to  General  von  Ziethen  and  Herr  too 
Kleist,  and  spoke  of  different  things.  Herr  von  Kleist  presented  9ome 
very  fine  fruit  to  his  Majesty ;  all  at  once  his  Majesty  turned  round,  and 
said :  *  Serviteur,  Herr  Landrath  ! '  —  As  the  Landra^  [''  fiU  man  there 
with  the  white  coat "]  was  stepping  towards  his  Majesty,  said  his  Maj- 
esty :  *  Stay  he  there  where  he  is ;  I  know  him.  He  is  the  T^^mii^li 
von  Quast ! '  ^ 

'^  They  had  now  yoked  the  horses,  ffis  Majesty  took  a  very  tender 
leave  of  old  General  von  Ziethen,  waved  an  adieu  to  those  about,  and 
drove  on.  Although  his  Majesty  at  Protzen  would  not  take  any  fruit, 
yet  when  once  we  were  out  of  the  village,  his  Majesty  took  a  luncheon 
from  the  carriage-pocket  for  himself  and  the  Herr  General  Graf  voo 
GUirtz,  and,  all  along,  during  the  drive,  ate  apricots  (tfiiiii«r  Pfindie). 

^  "  Very  good  indeed,  old  Vater  Friti ;  let  him  stand  there  in  his  white 
coat,  a  frit,  Bofficiently  honored  man ! — Chodowiecki  has  an  engraTing  of  thii 
incident ; — I  saw  it  at  the  British  Mnseom  once,  where  they  hare  only  seres 
others  on  Friedrich  altogether,  all  in  one  poor  Goiha  Almanac;  very  small, 
very  coane,  but  very  good :  this  Qoaat  (Anglic^  '  Tassel')  was  one  ol 
(^argimUe  of  I9i2). 
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At  ilartiiig,  his  M^yesty  had  fimeied  I  was  to  stop  heie^  and  oaDed  o«t 
of  theeaniage:  '  Amtmamiy  come  along  with  us ! ' 

Kimg.  '*  <  Where  is  the  Beamte  of  Alt-Bappin  f ' 

IdL  " 'Appaieotly  he  must  he  unwell;  otherwise  he  would  ha^eheeB 
in  Protnn  at  the  ehange  of  horses  there'  [<'atthe  Vonpatm:^  Tes;  — 
and  lfaiior*hoasey  Eddhoff  where  old  Ziethen  waited,  was  lower  dowB 
the  stieety  and  $oomr  than  the  Poet-honse  t]« 

Kimg.  '' '  Na,  tell  me  now,  don't  yon  really  know  why  that  KMsl  at 
PMaen  took  his  discharge f  [voOh!] 

Itk,  '"No,  your  Ifajeety,  I  really  do  not' 

Kimg.  "'What  Tillsge  is  this heforensf 

IdL  «'<  Hanker.' 

Km0.  <'«Andwhoeet' 

Itk,  **  *  Tonrs,  your  Majesty,  in  the  Ami  Alt-Ruppin.' 

Kii^  (looking  round  on  the  harvest-fields).  " '  Here  yon,  now : 
how  are  you  content  with  the  harvest  t ' 

Jek.  "  *  Very  weD,  your  Majesty.' 

JKay.  "« Very  well  t    And  to  me  they  said,  Very  ill ! ' 

I^  "  '  Tour  Majesty,  the  winter-orop  was  somewhat  frost-nipt }  hut 
the  summer-crop  in  return  is  so  ahundant  it  will  richly  make  up  for  the 
wintererop.'  His  Majesty  now  looked  round  upon  the  fields,  shook 
atanding  upon  shook. 

Kmg.  '' '  It  is  a  good  harvest,  you  are  right ;  shock  stands  dose  hy 
•hock  here!' 

Idi.  ** '  TeSy  your  Majesty ;  and  the  people  here  make  SMgs  (mounts) 
of  them  toa' 

Kimg.  '' '  Steigs,  what  is  that  f' 

IdL  <<  <  That  is  20  sheaves  pUed  all  together.' 

King.  ''  *  Oh,  it  is  indisputably  a  good  harvest  But  tell  me,  though, 
why  did  Kleist  of  Protsen  take  his  discharge  t ' 

Idi,  "  '  Tour  Majesty,  I  do  not  know.  I  suppose  he  was  obliged  to 
take  his  fiither's  estates  in  hand :  no  other  cause  do  I  know  of.' 

King.  "  '  What's  the  name  of  this  village  we  are  coming  tot' 

leh.  " '  Gars.' 

Ki9ig.  **  *  To  whom  belongs  it  t ' 

IdL  <<  <  To  the  Kriegsrath  von  Quast' 

King.  «<<  To  toftom  belongs  it  t ' 

leh.  *'  *  To  Kriegsrath  von  Qnast' 

King.  "  '  Ey  imm  [pooh,  pooh] !  I  know  nothing  of  Kriegsraths  I  ^- 
To  whom  does  the  Estate  belong  f ' 

IdL  '' '  To  Herr  von  Qnast'  Friedrich  had  the  greatest  contempt 
lor  Kriegsraths,  and  indeed  for  most  other  ratha  or  titular  shams>  labelled 
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boxes  with  notUiig  in  the  iniide :  on  a  horrible  winter-mondng  (ikH, 
thunder,  &c)|  marching  off,  honm  before  sunxiae^  he  htm  been  heard  to 
say,  '  WonM  one  were  a  Kriegsrath ! ' 
King.  *' '  Na,  that  if  the  right  aniwer/ 

^*  Hie  Majeety  now  arrived  at  Gars.  The  changing  of  the  hons 
was  managed  by  Herr  von  LtLderits  of  Naokeln,  as  first  Deputy  of  tbi 
Rnppln  Cirele.  He  had  hia  hat  on,  and  a  white  feather  in  it.  Whea 
the  yoking  was  completed,  our  journey  proceeded  again. 

King.  '< '  To  whom  belongs  this  estate  on  the  left  here  I ' 

Ich,  '' '  To  Herr  von  Laderita ;  it  is  called  Nackeln.' 

King.  <<' What  Laderitz  is  that  t ' 

Ich.  '' '  Tour  Majesty,  he  that  was  in  Garx  while  the  horsea  wtn 
changing.' 

King.  ''  *  Ha,  ha,  the  Herr  with  the  white  feather  I  —  Do  yon  lov 
wheat  too  t ' 

Ich.  "  '  Ja,  your  Majesty.' 

King.  "  *  How  much  have  you  sown  t ' 

Ich.  "  '  Three  wiapeh  12  mikeffd^f  unknown  meaaures  I 

King.  '^ '  How  much  did  your  predeoeaaor  use  to  sow  f ' 

leh,  << '  Four  Bcheffels.' 

King.  '' '  How  has  it  come  that  you  sow  so  much  more  than  hef 

la^  '^  ^  As  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  tell  your  Majesty  that  I 
keep  seventy  head  of  cows  more  than  be,  I  have  of  course  more  manoit 
for  my  ground,  and  so  put  it  in  a  better  case  for  bearing  wheat.' 

King.  "  *  But  why  do  you  grow  no  hemp  t ' 

li^.  *'  *  It  would  not  answer  here.  In  a  oold  climate  it  would  an- 
swer better.  Our  sailors  can  buy  Russian  hemp  in  Lfibeok  cheaper,  aod 
of  better  quality  tlian  I  could  grow  here.' 

King.  *^  *  What  do  you  sow,  then,  when  yon  used  to  have  hempf ' 

Ich.  "< Wheat!' 

King.  "  *  Why  do  you  sow  no  F&rbekraut,^  no  Krapp  f  ' 

Ich.  ^^  ^  It  will  not  prosper ;  the  ground  is  n't  good  enough.' 

King.  "  *  That  is  people's  talk :  you  should  have  made  i^e  trial.' 

Ich.  '^  'I  did  make  ^e  trial;  but  it  failed;  and  as  Beamte  I  can- 
not make  many  trials;  for,  let  them  fail  or  not,  the  rent  must  be 
paid.' 

King.  "  *  What  do  you  sow,  then,  where  you  would  have  put  Firbe- 
hrautf* 

1  "  Ihfe-herb : "  commonly  called  "  FMrnrothe ; "  yields  a  coerae  rwd,  on  de^ 
coction  of  the  twigs  and  branches ;  hota  its  loota  the  finer  red  callad  "  Kmfp' 
(la  French  ^oraaoi)  ia  get. 
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Ick.  "*Whe«t» 

King.  '^'Na!  Then  stand  by  wheat  I -« Tour  tenaoti  are  in  good 
»,  I  anppoeet' 

I6h.  **  *  Yes,  your  Majesty.    I  can  show  by  the  Register  of  Hypo* 
theeks  (BypoUkekmbuch)  that  they  haye  about  50  thousand  thalers  of ' 
capital  among  them.' 

Kitig.  ''' That  is  good.' 

Idt.  '' '  Three  years  ago  a  tenant  died  who  had  11,000  thalers^'  say 
X2y000,  <  in  the  Bank.' 

King.  <*  *  How  mnoh  t ' 

Ich.  *^ '  Eleven  thonsand  thalers.' 

King.  "  *  Keep  them  so  always ! ' 

Ich.  '^  *  Ja,  your  Majesty,  it  is  very  good  that  the  tenant  have  money ; 
but  he  beeomes  mutinous  too,  as  the  tenants  hereabouts  do,  who  liave 
seven  timee  over  oomplained  to  your  Majesty  against  me,  to  get  rid  of 
the  BofHemty^  stated  work  due  from  them. 

King.  ** '  They  will  have  had  some  cause  too ! ' 

Ith.  ** '  Your  Majesty  will  graciously  pardon :  there  was  an  investi- 
gation gone  into,  and  it  was  found  that  I  liad  not  oppressed  the  tenants, 
bnt  had  always  gone  upon  my  right,  and  merely  held  them  to  do  their 
duty.  Nevertheless  the  matter  stood  as  it  was :  the  tenants  are  not 
pmdshed ;  yptir  Majesty  puts  always  the  tenants  in  the  right,  the  poor 
Beamte  is  always  in  the  wrong ! ' 

King.  '' '  Ja :  that  you,  my  son,  will  contrive  to  get  justice,  you,  I 
cannot  but  believe !  Yon  will  send  your  Departmentsrath  [Judge  of 
these  afhirs]  such  pretty  gifts  of  butter,  capons,  poults !' 

leh.  '' '  No,  your  Majesty,  we  cannot.  Com  brings  no  price :  if  one 
did  not  torn  a  penny  with  other  things,  how  oould  one  raise  the  rent 
mtaUf 

Knig.  **  *  Where  do  you  send  your  butter,  capons  and  poults  (^Puter) 
forsalef 

Ich.  " '  To  Berlin.' 

King.  "  *  Why  not  to  Ruppin  t ' 

Ich.  "  *  Most  of  the  Ruppin  people  keep  cows,  as  many  as  are  needed 
for  thdr  own  uns.  The  soldier  eats  nothing  but  old  [salt]  butter,  he 
cannot  bny  fresh.' 

King.  **  *  What  do  you  get  for  your  butter  in  Berlin  t ' 

Jel.  "  *  Pour  groschen  the  pound ;  now  the  soldier  at  Ruppin  buys 
his  sah  butter  at  two.' 

King.  "  •  But  your  capons  and  poults,  you  could  briug  these  to 
Bopplnf' 

Ich.  "' In  the  regiment  there  are  Juat  four  Staff-Officers;  they  cftn 
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use  but  little :  tlie  buighen  don't  live  delicately ;  Hiej  liynk  G«i 

they  can  get  a  bit  of  pork  or  bacon.' 

King,  "  *  Yes,  there  you  are  in  the  right  I    The 
like  to  eat  some  dainty  article.  — Na!  do  what  yoa  will  with  die 
[  UfUerikanen,  not  quite  (tdgcHpta  at  that  time  on  the  Boyal 
but  tied  to  many  eervicee,  and  by  many  shackleB,  from  which  Frieiadk 
all  his  days  was  gradually  delivering  them]  ;  only  don^  oppres  thca.^ 

Ich,  ''  *  Your  Majesty,  that  would  never  be  my  notion,  aar  ay 
reasonable  Beamte's.' 

King,  ** '  Tell  me,  then,  where  does  Stollen  lief 

Ich.  '' '  Stollen  your  Majesty  cannot  see  just  here.  Those  Ug  k2k 
there  on  the  left  are  the  hills  at  Stollen;  there  your  Mjyesty  will  hart  i 
view  of  all  the  Colonies.' 

King.  <<  'Sot    That  is  weU.    Then  ride  yon  with  os  thiUier.' 

''Now  his  Majesty  came  upon  a  quantity  of  peasants  who  vat 
mowing  rye ;  they  had  formed  themselves  into  two  rows,  were  wi|af 
their  scythes,  and  so  let  his  Majesty  drive  through  them. 

King.  ''  *  What  the  Devil,  these  people  will  be  wanting  money  fron 
me,  I  suppose  t ' 

Ich.  '' '  Oh  no,  your  Majesty !  They  are  full  of  joy  that  you  aie  m 
gracious  as  to  visit  this  district' 

King.  '' '  111  give  them  nothing,  though.  —  What  village  is  ^tf. 
there  ahead  of  us  t ' 

Ich,  "  '  Barsekow.' 

King.   "  '  To  whom  belongs  it  t ' 

Ich.   "  '  To  Herr  von  Mitschepfal.' 

King.  " '  What  Mitschepfal  is  that  t ' 

Ich.  '' '  He  was  Major  in  the  regiment  which  your  M^esty  had  wbai 
Crown- Prince.'  * 

King.   '''MeinGott!    Is  he  still  alive  t ' 

Ich.  '' '  No,  Jie  is  dead ;  his  daughter  has  the  estate.' 

''  We  now  came  into  the  village  of  Barsekow,  where  the  Manor- 
house  is  in  ruins. 

King.  ''  *  Hear !   Is  that  the  manor-house  (Eddhof)  f ' 

Ich.  "  *  Ja.' 

King.  *' '  That  does  look  miserable.'  Here  Mitschepfid's  daughtfft 
who  has  married  a  baronial  Herr  von  Rriegsheim  from  Mecklenbarg. 
came  forward  while  the  horses  were  changing.  Rriegsheim  came  oa 
account  of  her  into  this  country :  the  King  has  given  them  a  Colooj 
of  200  Jkfor^m  (acres).    Coming  to  the  carriage,  Fraa  von 

^  So^viLiOS. 


A  BAT  WITH  nOKnUICR.  5^7 


■flkfld,  wlio  bar  iither  w,  wUm  ke  dM.  4m^.  On  n  ikihMmi,  nhr  )%fp. 
■anted  hflr  hndMOid  :  began  to  ^bnk  Inr  thr  2fV>  Iferywi;  n>oiMtto«l  <m 
tiie  eoaflb-Blep ;  wiihed  to  kw.  if  not  his  liiv(e«C3r^  hnixl,  i^t  \mi^\  h\H 
east.  Hip  Vi^eBtr  shifted  qntoe  to  the  other  vkk^  of  ihr  mrHi^r*'.  nnti 
enad"— good  old  Fxitz  !  —  '* '  Let  he,  my  diui^hter,  let  he  !  U  \n  n\\ 
weiD! — Amtmoim,  let  OB  get  ainog  (mmekt  4lm»  wit  ftuHkmmm^)  1' 

Emp.  ^  *  Hear  now :  theae  people  an  not  pmaperiiig  hem  T  * 

JdL  *^  *  Far  firom  it,  your  Mi^ee^ ;  thoy  an  in  the  greate^M  poverty.* 

King.  '« '  That  is  had.  — Tell  me  though;  therr  lived  n  1ri«n<hii(h 
bere  hefore :  he  had  a  quantity  of  ohildnm :  ean*t  yoit  reeolleiM  htai 
namet^ 

lek.  '^ '  That  will  have  been  the  Landrath  von  (i^orgas  of  <ih»niier.* 

Kimg.  '^ '  Ja,  ja,  that  was  he.     Is  he  dead  now  t  * 

Ick.  *'  *  Ja,  yonr  Majesty.  He  died  in  1771  :  and  H  wan  wry  ninffii- 
lar ;  in  one  fortnight  he,  his  wife  and  foor  eons  all  died.  The  other  fofir 
that  were  left  had  all  the  same  sickness  too,  whioh  was  a  hot  fever  ;  anil 
tboogh  the  sons,  being  in  the  Army,  were  In  different  garrinone,  and  no 
brother  liad  vinted  the  other,  they  all  got  the  same  illnespi,  and  r>ama 
oat  of  it  with  merely  their  life  left.' 

King.  ''  ^  That  was  a  desperate  allsir  (fmstMtflfiU^  Umnf^md  gmM' 
am)!    Where  aie  the  fonr  sons  that  an  still  in  lifrf 

Ich.  ** '  One  is  in  the  Sethen  Hossars,  one  in  the  C^s-d*- Armeii|  nn* 
other  was  in  the  regiment  Prins  Ferdinand,  and  lives  on  ih^  K«te«e 
Dersan.  The  fonrth  is  son-in-law  of  Herr  G^meral  von  ZMh«^  He 
was  lieotenant  in  the  Ziethen  Regiment ;  bnt  in  the  hmt  wer  iVntfi4rt. 
WoTy  1778),  on  aeeoont  of  his  ill  health,  yonr  Mi^^sty  gave  Mm  hf*  ASn^ 
charge ;  and  ha  now  lives  in  Genaer.' 

Kim§.  *'  'So  f  That  is  one  of  the  Qorgaa*w,  th«ti!  -  -  Af»  ym  •«tf| 
making  experiments  with  the  foreign  kinds  '4  ^mt  t  * 

lek.  *'  -  O  ja;  this  year  I  have  sown  Hpanish  bafl^^y.  !!•>«  H  wMI  r?'/t 
iigbtly take  bold;  I  most  give  it  np  again.  If';w»vw,  M*  M'/f»^9hl 
Jteofiag-rye  (awaieaiujyea)  has  anawerMl  v»ry  w*!!.* 

Kimg.  "'What  kind  ofrye  it  that  T' 

Jdk.  **'It  grows  In   H'i^rtMo  in   Uii#'   ly/*  0«*.-r>^   (.^h^^Mt^f 
Xercr  bdov  ibe  lOlb  grain   [IQ    msfM  t-    f    *.»»•.;    i,.«    f   ^^ 


m*  i 


[wiic>  liar  tMft  •q^ir>«*ii  «i  rvlt^liit   1 :   «if^       *v«  r*.*>«»r  'z**^ 
mu«n>  it'  Hitlnwm-     _  r  i|»»   c^t>i«t.«».>  Vv^  »\«i*  *»»*y  I 
fizB  had  tbfr  hiniur  iv  ntstt  wijiyMirtmnn  wiU*  fi-  .^'*kw^v 
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"  They  now  talked,  for  *  whfle,  of  the  lyai  in  tlie  eaniage 
Presently  his  Majesty  called  to  me  firom  the  carriage,  *  Na,  ataad  hj  At 
HoUrtein  Haudm^Tyey  then ;  and  giTe  some  to  the  tenADta  loo/ 

Ich.  "  '  Yes,  your  Majesty.' 

King,  '' '  Bat  give  me  some  idea :  what  kind  of  appearanee  had  tk 
Lnch  before  it  was  drained  t ' 

Ich.  '^  *  It  was  mere  high  rough  mames  of  hillocks  (HuOm) ;  W- 
twcen  them  the  water  settled,  and  liad  no  flow.  In  the  driest  yean  ve 
could  n't  cart  the  hay  oat,  bat  had  to  pnt  it  up  in  big  rioka.  Only  in 
winter,  when  the  firoet  was  sharp,  could  we  get  it  home.  Bat  now  «e 
have  cut  away  the  hillocks ;  and  the  trenches  that  your  ILjetty  goi 
made  for  us  take  the  water  off.  And  now  the  Lach  is  as  dry  as  yoor 
Majesty  sees,  and  we  can  carry  oat  our  hay  when  we  please.' 

King.  '' '  That  is  well.  Have  your  tenantSy  too,  mors  cattle  tbin 
formerly  t ' 

Ich,  "*Ja!' 

King,  '^  ^  How  many  more  f  * 

Ich,  ^'  ^  Many  have  one  cow,  many  two,  aecordiiig  as  their  meaia 
admit/ 

King,  '' '  But  how  many  more  have  they  in  all  I  About  how  manj, 
thatisf  ' 

Ich.  '' '  About  150  head.' 

'*  His  Majesty  must  lately  have  asked  the  Herr  G^eral  von  Gorti, 
how  I  came  to  know  him,  —  as  I  told  his  Majesty  to  ask  Greneral  von 
Gortz  about  the  Holstein  rye ;  —  and  presumably  the  Hen*  General  moft 
have  answered,  what  was  the  fact,  That  he  had  first  known  me  in  Hol- 
stein, where  I  dealt  in  horses,  and  that  I  had  been  at  Potsdam  with 
horses.  Suddenly  his  Majesty  said :  '  Hear !  I  know  you  are  fond  d 
horses.  But  give  up  that,  and  prefer  cows ;  you  will  find  your  aoooant 
better  there.' 

Ich,  ^*' '  Your  Majesty,  I  no  longer  deal  in  horses.  I  merely  rear  a  fev 
foals  every  year.' 

King.  ^^  'Rear  calves  instead;  that  will  be  better.' 

Ich.  '^  *•  Oh,  your  Majesty,  if  one  takes  pains  with  it,  there  is  no  loss 
In  breeding  horses.  I  know  a  man  who  got,  two  years  ago,  1,000 
thalers  for  a  stallion  of  his  raising.' 

King.  "  *  He  must  have  been  a  fool  that  gave  it.' 

Ich.  *'  'Your  Majesty,  he  was  a  Mecklenburg  nobleman.' 

King.  '' '  But  nevertheless  a  fool.' 

''  We  now  came  upon  the  territory  of  the  Amt  Neustadt ;  and  hers 
the  Amtsrath  Klausius,  who  has  the  Amt  in  £ann,  w^  in  waiting  09 
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"'Are  joa  married  too  f ' 

JO.  '' <  Ja,  joar  MijeiCj.' 

iOiy.  '"'Andbamjo^diURBf' 

A  '* '  gup-duldmi,  yr  Mijtj ,' 

Km0.  ^'Whynotofjoarownt' 

la  '' '  ]>aBH  know  ^lat,  joixr  Mijeatj ;     i  lltifpiM* 

Km^.  '''Hear:  la  k  &r  to  the  MeeUeabog  border.  Wr 
ai«t' 

KL  '''Only  a  diort  mile  [5  mika  Englkh].  Btt  tbcfv  ar»  v^^w 
fillagea  ■eatteted  idll  within  the  boixndarj  which  bfliif  lo  Braa^'a* 
burg.    There  are  Scetzebarty  Bo8k>  and  ao  on.' 

Km0.  " '  Ja,  j%  I  know  them.  But  I  iboaU  not  ba^e  tbt^uiibl  «v 
were  so  near  upon  the  Meeklenbarg  ooontry.'  [2b  tJW  Herr  A«l^w^»<)^ 
Klaunui]  '  Where  were  joa  bom  t ' 

EL  '"  At  Kenatadt  on  the  Doaw.' 

Km0.  ''' What  waa  your  fiuhtf  f ' 

Kl  '''Clergyman.' 

Km0,  " '  Are  they  good  people,  theee 
tion  of  them  la  n't  oaoaHy  good  for  much.' 

Kl.  "  '  They  are  getting  on,  better  or  worse.' 

Kmg.  "  *  Do  they  manage  their  husbandry  wellf ' 
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J^.  '<  <  O  ja,  yonr  Majesty.  His  Exoellenoy  the  Mliiister  yod  1)fl^ 
BchaU;  too,  has  given  me  a  Colony  of  75  acres,  to  show  the  other  Colo- 
nists  a  good  example  in  management.' 

King  (smiling).  '^  *  Ha,  ha !  good  example !  But  tell  me,  I  see  bo 
wood  here :  where  do  the  Colonists  get  their  timher  f ' 

jn.  "  '  From  the  Ruppin  district.' 

King,  "  '  How  far  is  that  f ' 
•     ZI.  "  '  3  miles '  [15  English]. 

King,  *' '  Well,  that 's  a  great  way  1  It  should  have  been  contrived 
that  they  could  have  it  nearer  hand.'  [2b  me]  '  What  man.  is  that  to  the 
right  there  t ' 

Ich.  '' '  Bauinspector  [Buildings-Inspector]  Menzelius,  who  has 
charge  of  the  buildings  in  these  parts.' 

King.  **  *  Am  I  in  Rome  t  They  are  mere  LAtin  namee  I — Why  ii 
that  hedged  in  so  high  f ' 

Ich.   " '  That  is  the  mule-stud.' 

King.   ** '  What  is  the  name  of  this  Colony  f ' 

Ich.   "  *  Klausiushof.' 

Kl.   '' '  Your  Majesty,  it  should  be  called  Klaushofl' 

King.  ''  ^  Its  name  is  Klausiushof.  What  is  the  other  Colony 
oaUedf 

Ich.   " '  Brenkenhof.' 

King.   "  '  That  is  not  its  name.' 

Ich.   "  *  Ja,  your  Majesty,  I  know  it  by  no  other  I ' 

King.  '''Its  name  is  Brenken-hosius-hof!  —  Are  these  the  Stollen 
hills  that  lie  before  us  t ' 

Ich.   "  *  Ja,  your  Majesty.' 

King.    "  *  Have  I  to  drive  through  the  village  t ' 

Ich.  "  *  It  is  not  indispensable ;  but  the  change  of  horses  is  there. 
If  your  Majesty  give  order,  I  will  ride  forward,  send  the  fix?sh  horses 
out  of  the  village,  and  have  them  stationed  to  wait  at  the  foot  of  the 
hills.' 

J     King.   "  *  0  ja,  do  so !     Take  one  of  my  pages  with  you.' 

"  I  now  took  measures  about  the  new  team  of  horses,  but  so  arranged 
n,  that  when  his  Majesty  got  upon  the  hills  I  was  there  too.  At  dis- 
mounting from  his  carriage  on  the  hill -top,  his  Majesty  demanded  a 
prospect-glass ;  looked  round  the  whole  region,  and  then  said :  '  Well, 
in  truth,  that  is  beyond  my  expectation !  That  is  beautiful !  I  most 
say  this  to  you,  all  of  you  that  have  worked  in  this  business,  yon  have 
behaved  like  honorable  people  f '—  [To  wie)  *  Tell  me  now,  is  the  Elbe 
&r  from  here  t ' 
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Warben  m  fhe  AltMok ;  it  bet  vpm  like  EDn.^ 

tnie,  thoogii.    Bt  wfatotkeraMpfaiatfcatf ' 

l€k.   '* '  Tov  H^lMty,  Iktt  it  HawllMif  .' 

JTtiif.  ««'Na,  come  lim,  all  of  joa!'  (Am  tMTt  il«ilw«l4 
jnncMtf,  JiiMimjucipr  iffirfiin  mmd  /.)  'Hear  now,  Um  trmst  «)f 
moor  here  to  tbe  left  most  mbo  be  roelmuned ;  mad  what  u  to  the  right 
too,  so  fiu- a«  the  moor  ezteoda.    What  kind  of  wood  ia  therfton  itt* 

lek.   *'*  Alden  (JE^toi)  and  oaks,  jour  Mj^j.* 

Kimg.  "  *  Na!  the  aldeiB  joo  maj  root  out;  and  the  oaks  maj  cod- 
tinue  wtanding;  the  people  maj  sell  these,  or  oae  them  otherwiae. 
When  onee  the  ground  is  arable,  I  reckon  upon  300  fiuniliee  (or  it,  and 
500  head  of  eows,  —  haf '  —  Nobodj  answered;  at  Lwt  I  began,  and 
said:  — 

IdL  '' '  Ja,  jour  Mi^^sty,  perhaps ! ' 

Kimg.  *' '  Hear  now,  jou  maj  answer  me  with  oonfldeiioa.  Thars 
will  be  more  or  fewer  fiunilies.  I  know  well  enough  one  eannol,  all  at 
onoe,  ezaetlj  saj.  I  was  never  there,  don*t  know  the  ground ;  other* 
wise  I  eould  understand  equallj  with  jou  how  manj  frm*ill«>^  oiMild  \m 
put  upon  it.' 

The  Bamntpedor.  '' '  Tour  Mi^estj,  the  iMck  is  eUU  sutjjei^t  Ui 
rights  of  eoomion  from  a  great  manj  hands.' 

JTtMf .  " '  No  matter  for  that  You  must  make  ekehangiNi,  giv«  ih«»m 
an  equivalent,  aceoiding  as  will  answer  best  in  tli*  «as*.  1  want  mHli 
ing  from  anjbodj  exeept  at  its  value.'  [7b  Amier^k  Klamtimt]  •  N«« 
hear  now,  jou  can  write  to  mj  Rammer  [Bomrd,  tIcNinlMif.  WcMie  «ii«t 
does  not  nt  idle !],  what  it  is  that  I  want  nvlalmMl  in  th»  |4fMMtlt  i  ilui 
monej  for  it  I  wiQ  give.'  [To  me]  '  And  jou,  y«Hi  r»  i>»  IWrlln.  and 
ezp1«n  to  mj  Geheimer-Ratb  Midianlls.  by  wonl  of  mu^K  wImI  H  Is 
I  want  redumed.' 

"ffis  Majeatj  now  slept  Into  Us  earriag*  agalti  |wa«  Uhh^  •KUhh 
an  the  vrhUe,  sdll  in  silenoef  Or  had  Im*  pmiisfM  tf««l  «»«M  •«  ^Uu  Ii.»«««»*m 
of  the  hm,  and  sat  down  to  a  ouitiMU|dativ«>  ^im  tiT  iotHMttMi.  \U»  •utuli* 
of  whidi,  beait-«beering  to  O^^rU,  was  al w«x«  4i««ir*^'«*«btv  Ut  t^'ttwdiv^i  f 
Nobodj  knows!]  —  and  druvv  down  thti  bill  i  iU*>*tt  (im  Ii.mm^  Mr«*«« 
c^nged.  And  now,  as  his  U^md/u  uf4«H  wa*  UhH  1  stimtU  '  «Hi*m4 
him  to  tbe  BtSIleD  liilbi/  I  wmit  up  tu  <ti«>  ii»rt1ti|tt ,  imUI  iM»ku4  • 

It^.  '''Does  jour  Mi^tMij  euiitiiiaiid  iUni  t  nlfHitd  pvi  «•>•)•  »««t|m*»y 
farther'  [^^h^fOdm,  eouimaud.**  \u  iU»  plutiil  ir  p.ilH4>,  *'  ^tmi  Mi^iwiyj 

diat  I  vet fiathsriikal]  wiOi 'M ^ 

f,  ***lIo,  toy  sow ;  ridr,  \u  (iwd'»  iiaMw^  U**um'*^- 
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**  The  Herr  Amisratli  [Klau-n-us]  then  aooompanied  bis  Majeity  to 
Bathenow,  where  he  [they :  His  Mi^esiy  is  plurml]  lodged  in  the  Posl- 
boose.  At  Rathenowy  during  dinner,  his  Mi^esty  was  nncommonlj 
cheerful :  he  dined  with  Herr  Lieutenant-Colonel  von  Baeklk^  of  thi 
Carabineers,  and  the  Herr  Ldentenant- Colonel  yon  Backhof  himsdf  hai 
related  that  bis  Mi^est  j  said :  — 

'' '  My  good  Von  Backhof  {Mem  Ueber  fxm  Backhof) :  if  He  [yoo] 
have  not  for  a  long  time  been  in  the  Fehrbellin  neighborbood,  go  then.'* 
Fehrbellin,  the  Prossian  Bammockbwm;  where  the  Grieat  Elector  eat 
the  hitherto  invincible  Swedes  m  two,  among  the  dame  and  intrieate 
moory  quagmires,  with  a  vastly  in£Brior  force,  neaiiy  all  of  cavaby  (1^ 
by  one  Derflimgerj  who  in  bis  apprentice  time  had  been  a  taHor) ;  best 
one  end  of  them  all  to  rags,  then  galloped  off  and  beat  the  other  into 
ditto ;  quite  taking  the  conceit  out  of  the  Swedes,  or  at  least  dearing 
Prussia  of  them  forever  and  a  day :  a  feat  much  admired  by  Friedrich : 
'' '  Go  there,'  be  says.  '  That  region  is  uncommonly  improved  [u  I 
■aw  to-day]  I  I  have  not  for  a  long  time  had  such  a  pleasant  drive.  I 
decided  on  this  jonmey  because  I  had  no  review  on  hand ;  and  it  ksi 
given  me  such  pleasure  that  I  shall  certainly  have  another  by  and  by. 

<<  <  Tell  me  now :  how  did  yon  get  on  in  the  last  War  [Karit^el  Kne§^ 
no  fighting,  only  a  scramble  for  proviant  and  ^'  potatoes"]  t  Most  likelj 
ill !  You  in  Saxony  too  coold  make  nothing  out.  The  reason  was,  we 
bad  not  men  to  fight  against,  but  cannons  I  I  might  have  done  a  thing 
or  two ;  but  I  should  have  sacrificed  more  than  the  half  of  my  Anoy, 
and  shed  innocent  human  blood.  In  that  case  I  should  have  deserved 
to  be  taken  to  the  Guard -house  door,  and  to  have  got  a  sizaoore  there 
(eimen  t^entUchen  Produkt)  I    Wars  are  becoming  frightful  to  carry  on.' 

^'  ^  This  was  surely  touching  to  hear  from  the  mouth  of  a  great  Mon- 
arch,' said  Herr  Lieutenant-Colonel  von  Backhof  to  me,  and  tears  came 
into  that  old  soldier's  eyes."    Afterwards  his  Majesty  had  said :  — 

*'  Of  the  Battle  of  Fehrbellin  I  know  everything,  almost  as  if  I  myself 
had  been  there !    While  I  was  Crown-Piince,  and  lay  in  Ruppiu,  there 
was  an  old  townsman,  the  man  was  even  then  very  old :  he  could 
describe  the  whole  Battle,  and  knew  the  scene  of  it  extremely  welL 
Once  I  got  into  a  carriage,  took  my  old  genius  with  me,  who  showed 
me  all  over  the  ground,  and  described  everything  so  distinctly,  I  was 
much  contented  with  him.    As  we  were  coming  back,  I  thought:  Come^ 
let  me  have  a  little  fim  with  the  old  blatle ;  —  so  I  asked  him :  '  Father, 
don't  you  know,  then,  why  the  two  Sovereigns  came  to  quarrel  witb^ 
one  another  f '  —  *  0  ja,  your  Boyal  Highnesses  [from  this  jwint  we 
have  Platt-Deutsch,  Prussian  dialect,  for  the  old  man's  speech ;  barely 
inteUigible,  as  Scotch  is  to  an  ingenious  Englishman],  dat  wiU  ick  3^ 
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Fiell  nUi    «a-  *»«>w»r^  >»*t:  •   ••*•■  ^ 


**  Of  hk  Mj^flBtj^  joampr  I  en:  civt  nr  hsrikm:  iW^waii^tiM*  T^^ 
thoQ^  luB  Mi^eBigr  i|Hfe  and  a^csd  nua^  ihin^  abf^  i(  w<\ul4;  hf  ^l9k^ 
cnh  to  lanng  tham  aQ  tb  piqier.^ 


And  BO  endi  the  D19  imOi  FrieihiA  ikt  l^hmt :  wiy  duV  >>«A  1  ^<* 
^7  ^'^  ^f"^: — Mlkigoacntypt  of  out  cf  bk  Di^ 
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